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Introduction:

The 2004 Acura TSX, particularly the manual transmission variant, represents a compelling entry in
the sporty compact sedan segment. This guide delves deep into the specifics of the 2004 Acura TSX
manual transmission, exploring its performance characteristics, reliability, maintenance needs, and
overall ownership experience. We’'ll cover everything from its driving dynamics and unique features
to potential problems and long-term maintenance considerations, giving you a complete picture
before you decide if a 2004 Acura TSX manual transmission is the right car for you.

H1: Performance and Handling of the 2004 Acura TSX Manual Transmission

The 2004 Acura TSX manual transmission is powered by a 2.4-liter inline-four-cylinder engine,
delivering a respectable balance of power and fuel efficiency. The manual gearbox itself is known for
its precise shifting action and engaging driving experience. Unlike some automatics of the era, the
manual transmission in the 2004 Acura TSX provides a more direct connection to the car, enhancing
the driver's control and feedback. This makes the 2004 Acura TSX manual transmission a favorite
among enthusiasts seeking a spirited driving experience without the compromises often associated
with larger, more powerful engines. The nimble handling, aided by a well-tuned suspension, further
enhances the driving pleasure.

H2: Reliability and Common Issues of the 2004 Acura TSX Manual Transmission

While generally reliable, the 2004 Acura TSX manual transmission, like any vehicle, is not immune to
potential issues. Common problems can include clutch wear, depending on driving style and
maintenance. Regular fluid changes are crucial for maintaining the clutch’s longevity. Additionally,
the transmission itself may experience issues with synchros over time, leading to difficult shifting.
This is more likely in higher-mileage examples. Other potential concerns include the occasional
failure of the transmission mounts, causing vibrations. Regular inspections and preventative



maintenance are key to mitigating these potential issues with your 2004 Acura TSX manual
transmission.

H3: Maintenance and Repair of the 2004 Acura TSX Manual Transmission

Proper maintenance is paramount for the long-term health of your 2004 Acura TSX manual
transmission. Regular fluid changes (transmission and clutch fluid), as well as inspections of the
clutch system, are essential. It's crucial to use the manufacturer-recommended fluids to avoid
damaging components. Addressing minor issues promptly can prevent more significant and costly
repairs down the line. Finding a mechanic experienced with Honda and Acura vehicles is vital for
any repairs to your 2004 Acura TSX manual transmission, ensuring correct diagnosis and repair.

H4: Finding and Purchasing a Used 2004 Acura TSX Manual Transmission

Purchasing a used 2004 Acura TSX manual transmission requires careful consideration. Thorough
pre-purchase inspections are essential, including a test drive to assess the condition of the clutch,
transmission, and overall vehicle functionality. Checking for any signs of previous accidents or major
repairs is also crucial. Online resources, such as vehicle history reports, can help reveal any
potential issues. Negotiating the price based on the vehicle's condition and mileage is important.
Remember, a pre-purchase inspection by a trusted mechanic is invaluable when buying a used 2004
Acura TSX manual transmission.

H5: The 2004 Acura TSX Manual Transmission in the Used Car Market

The 2004 Acura TSX manual transmission holds a relatively strong position in the used car market.
Its blend of performance, reliability (with proper maintenance), and sporty styling continues to
attract buyers seeking an affordable and engaging driving experience. The availability of parts is
generally good, and the relatively simple mechanical design makes repairs more manageable
compared to modern vehicles. However, the age of the car means finding a well-maintained example
is key to avoiding costly repairs.

Conclusion:

The 2004 Acura TSX manual transmission offers a compelling package for those seeking a sporty,
reliable, and relatively affordable used car. While it's not without potential issues, proper
maintenance and a thorough pre-purchase inspection can significantly reduce the risk of costly
repairs. Its engaging driving dynamics and relatively simple mechanicals continue to appeal to
enthusiasts, making it a worthwhile option for the discerning buyer. Remember that diligent
maintenance is the key to maximizing the lifespan and enjoyment of your 2004 Acura TSX manual
transmission.

FAQs:

1. What is the average MPG of a 2004 Acura TSX manual transmission? The average MPG varies
depending on driving conditions, but expect around 20-24 MPG combined.



1. How much does a 2004 Acura TSX manual transmission typically cost? Prices vary significantly
based on condition and mileage but expect to pay anywhere from $3,000 to $8,000.

1. What are the common problems with the 2004 Acura TSX manual transmission? Potential
issues include clutch wear, transmission synchros, and transmission mount failure.

1. How often should I change the transmission fluid in my 2004 Acura TSX manual transmission?
Consult your owner’s manual, but generally every 60,000 miles is recommended.

1. Is the 2004 Acura TSX manual transmission difficult to work on? While not overly complex,
some mechanical skills are required for DIY maintenance or repairs.

1. What are the advantages of a manual transmission over an automatic? Manual transmissions
offer greater driver control, better fuel economy (potentially), and a more engaging driving
experience.

1. Where can I find parts for my 2004 Acura TSX manual transmission? Parts are readily
available online and through Acura dealerships or independent parts suppliers.

1. How long does the clutch typically last in a 2004 Acura TSX manual transmission? Clutch
lifespan varies greatly depending on driving habits but can range from 60,000 to 100,000
miles.

1. Is the 2004 Acura TSX manual transmission a good first car? While it can be a fun and
engaging car, it's not necessarily ideal as a first car due to potential repair costs and the
demands of manual driving.
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