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Introduction: The Enduring Appeal of the 2003 Honda
Civic EX Manual Coupe

The 2003 Honda Civic EX manual coupe represents a significant milestone in
Honda's history, and continues to hold a special place in the hearts of many
car enthusiasts. This model year perfectly encapsulates Honda's reputation
for reliability, fuel efficiency, and engaging driving dynamics. This article
delves deep into the specifics of the 2003 Honda Civic EX manual coupe,
exploring its features, performance, reliability, maintenance, and overall
value proposition in today's used car market. Understanding its strengths and
weaknesses will help prospective buyers make an informed decision about
purchasing this timeless classic.

Performance and Handling: A Driver's Delight

The 2003 Honda Civic EX manual coupe was powered by a 1.7L VTEC four-cylinder
engine, delivering a spirited performance for its class. While not a
powerhouse, the engine's responsiveness and relatively high redline made it
fun to drive, especially with the engaging manual transmission. The precise
shifting action of the manual gearbox further enhanced the driving
experience, offering a level of control that automatic transmissions often
lack. The car's lightweight chassis contributed to nimble handling, making it
surprisingly agile in corners. The precise steering provided excellent
feedback, allowing drivers to feel connected to the road. This combination of
responsive engine, precise manual transmission, and lightweight chassis made



the 2003 Honda Civic EX manual coupe a truly enjoyable car to drive. The
suspension, although fairly basic, offered a good balance between comfort and
handling, making it suitable for both daily commutes and spirited weekend
drives.

Fuel Efficiency and Economical Ownership

One of the defining characteristics of the 2003 Honda Civic EX manual coupe,
and Honda Civics in general, is its exceptional fuel economy. Its compact
size and efficient engine design contributed to impressive miles-per-gallon
figures, making it an economical choice for daily driving. This fuel
efficiency, combined with Honda's renowned reliability, translates to lower
overall running costs compared to many of its competitors. The ease of
maintenance and readily available parts further contribute to the
affordability of owning a 2003 Honda Civic EX manual coupe. Finding
affordable parts and mechanics familiar with Honda vehicles simplifies
maintenance and repairs, minimizing long-term ownership expenses.

Interior and Features: Practicality Meets Style

The interior of the 2003 Honda Civic EX manual coupe offered a practical and
well-designed cabin. While not luxurious, it provided comfortable seating for
two and a surprisingly spacious cargo area for a coupe. The EX trim level
typically included features such as power windows, power locks, air
conditioning, and a premium sound system, enhancing the overall driving
experience. The ergonomics were well thought out, placing controls within
easy reach of the driver. Materials, while not high-end, were durable and
functional. The overall design reflected Honda's focus on practicality and
functionality, ensuring a pleasant and comfortable driving environment. The
minimalist design has aged surprisingly well, maintaining a classic aesthetic
appeal even today.

Reliability and Longevity: The Honda Legacy

The 2003 Honda Civic EX manual coupe is widely recognized for its exceptional
reliability. Honda has long been associated with producing dependable and
long-lasting vehicles, and this model is no exception. Proper maintenance is
crucial to extending the lifespan of any vehicle, and the 2003 Honda Civic EX
manual coupe is no different. Regular oil changes, timely belt replacements,
and adherence to the manufacturer’s recommended maintenance schedule will
help to ensure years of trouble-free driving. Many examples of this model are
still on the road today, a testament to their robustness and durability. The
abundance of readily available parts and the extensive knowledge base
surrounding Honda vehicles further contribute to their long-term reliability
and ease of maintenance.



Finding and Buying a Used 2003 Honda Civic EX Manual
Coupe

The used car market presents both opportunities and challenges. When
searching for a 2003 Honda Civic EX manual coupe, thorough inspection is
paramount. Look for signs of rust, collision damage, and mechanical issues. A
pre-purchase inspection by a trusted mechanic is highly recommended to assess
the vehicle's condition and identify any potential problems. Checking the
vehicle history report is crucial to verify its ownership history, accident
record, and maintenance history. Negotiating the price requires understanding
the market value of similar vehicles and factoring in the car's condition and
mileage. Researching online resources and consulting with experienced car
buyers can provide valuable insights and help secure a fair price.

Conclusion: A Smart and Enjoyable Choice

The 2003 Honda Civic EX manual coupe offers a compelling blend of
performance, fuel efficiency, reliability, and affordability. Its engaging
driving dynamics, practical interior, and Honda's renowned reputation for
quality make it an attractive option for used car buyers. While not a luxury
vehicle, it provides a rewarding ownership experience that balances
practicality with driving enjoyment. For those seeking a reliable, fuel-
efficient, and fun-to-drive car, the 2003 Honda Civic EX manual coupe remains
a worthy contender even years after its production.

FAQs

1. What is the average MPG for a 2003 Honda Civic EX Manual Coupe? The EPA
estimated MPG varies slightly depending on driving conditions, but you
can expect around 26 MPG city and 34 MPG highway.

1. What are the common problems with a 2003 Honda Civic EX Manual Coupe?
Common issues include potential problems with the clutch, CV axles, and
the occasional electrical gremlin. Regular maintenance greatly minimizes
these risks.

1. How much does a used 2003 Honda Civic EX Manual Coupe cost? Prices vary
depending on condition and mileage but generally range from a few
thousand dollars to upwards of $5,000.



1. Is the 2003 Honda Civic EX Manual Coupe a good first car? Absolutely!
It's reliable, affordable to maintain, and relatively easy to drive,
making it an excellent choice for a first car.

1. How much does insurance cost for a 2003 Honda Civic EX Manual Coupe?
Insurance costs vary based on location, driver's profile, and coverage
levels, but generally, it's considered an inexpensive car to insure.

1. What is the resale value of a 2003 Honda Civic EX Manual Coupe? Resale
value is relatively low due to its age, but its reliability often helps
it hold its value better than comparable vehicles.

1. Are parts for a 2003 Honda Civic EX Manual Coupe expensive or readily
available? Parts are readily available and relatively inexpensive,
contributing to the car's affordability.

1. What is the horsepower and torque of the 2003 Honda Civic EX Manual
Coupe's engine? The 1.7L VTEC engine produced approximately 117
horsepower and 111 lb-ft of torque.

1. Is it difficult to find a 2003 Honda Civic EX Manual Coupe in good
condition? Finding one in good condition requires diligent searching,
but they are still available in the used car market.
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2003 honda civic ex manual coupe: Lemon-Aid Used Cars and Trucks 2012-2013 Phil
Edmonston, 2012-05-19 Lemon-Aid guides steer the confused and anxious buyer through the
economic meltdown unlike any other car-and-truck books on the market. U.S. automakers are
suddenly awash in profits, and South Koreans and Europeans have gained market shares, while
Honda, Nissan, and Toyota have curtailed production following the 2011 tsunami in Japan.
Shortages of Japanese new cars and supplier disruptions will likely push used car prices through the
roof well into 2012, so what should a savvy buyer do? The all-new Lemon-Aid Used Cars and Trucks
2012-2013 has the answers, including: More vehicles rated, with some redesigned models that don’t
perform as well as previous iterations downrated. More roof crash-worthiness ratings along with an
expanded cross-border shopping guide. A revised summary of safety- and performance-related
defects that are likely to affect rated models. More helpful websites listed in the appendix as well as
an updated list of the best and worst beaters on the market. More secret warranties taken from
automaker internal service bulletins and memos than ever.

2003 honda civic ex manual coupe: Honda Engine Swaps Aaron Bonk, 2004-08-30 When it
comes to their personal transportation, today's youth have shunned the large, heavy performance
cars of their parents' generation and instead embraced what has become known as the sport
compact--smaller, lightweight, modern sports cars of predominantly Japanese manufacture. These
cars respond well to performance modifications due to their light weight and technology-laden,
high-revving engines. And by far, the most sought-after and modified cars are the Hondas and
Acuras of the mid-'80s to the present. An extremely popular method of improving vehicle
performance is a process known as engine swapping. Engine swapping consists of removing a more
powerful engine from a better-equipped or more modern vehicle and installing it into your own. It is
one of the most efficient and affordable methods of improving your vehicle's performance. This book
covers in detail all the most popular performance swaps for Honda Civic, Accord, and Prelude as
well as the Acura Integra. It includes vital information on electrics, fit, and drivetrain compatibility,
design considerations, step-by-step instruction, and costs. This book is must-have for the Honda
enthusiast.

2003 honda civic ex manual coupe: Edmunds.com New Cars & Trucks Buyer's Guide 2003
The Editors at Edmunds.com, 2003-01-18 New Cars & Trucks Prices & Reviews For more than 36
years, millions of consumers have turned to Edmunds' price guides for their car shopping needs.
Edmunds' New Cars & Trucks guides include up-to-date dealer invoice and MSRP pricing for all new
vehicles, reviews on more than 230 models and buying advice to help you make informed decisions
on your new car or truck purchase.

2003 honda civic ex manual coupe: New Cars and Trucks 2003 AAA Publishing, 1955 AAA
helps you pick the best new car for your needs with this comprehensive 2003 vehicle buyer's guide.
Evaluate more than 200 cars, SUVSs, trucks and vans with this one convenient volume. Book jacket.

2003 honda civic ex manual coupe: Lemon-Aid Used Cars and Trucks 2011-2012 Phil
Edmonston, 2011-04-25 As Toyota skids into an ocean of problems and uncertainty continues in the
U.S. automotive industry, Lemon-Aid Used Cars and Trucks 20112012 shows buyers how to pick the
cheapest and most reliable vehicles from the past 30 years. Lemon-Aid guides are unlike any other
car and truck books on the market. Phil Edmonston, Canada’s automotive Dr. Phil for 40 years, pulls
no punches. Like five books in one, Lemon-Aid Used Cars and Trucks is an expos of car scams and
gas consumption lies; a do-it-yourself service manual; an independent guide that covers beaters,
lemons, and collectibles; an archive of secret service bulletins granting free repairs; and a legal
primer that even lawyers cant beat! Phil delivers the goods on free fixes for Chrysler, Ford, and GM
engine, transmission, brake, and paint defects; lets you know about Corvette and Mustang tops that
fly off; gives the lowdown on Honda, Hyundai, and Toyota engines and transmissions; and provides
the latest information on computer module glitches.

2003 honda civic ex manual coupe: Kiplinger's Personal Finance , 2002-12 The most
trustworthy source of information available today on savings and investments, taxes, money
management, home ownership and many other personal finance topics.



2003 honda civic ex manual coupe: New Cars & Trucks Buyer's Guide , 2003

2003 honda civic ex manual coupe: Lemon Aid Guide 2003 New Cars and Minivans
Louis-Philippe Edmonston, Lemon-Aid, 2002-12 REFERENCE USE ONLY 2003 New cars and
Minivans.

2003 honda civic ex manual coupe: Popular Mechanics , 2002-09 Popular Mechanics inspires,
instructs and influences readers to help them master the modern world. Whether it’s practical DIY
home-improvement tips, gadgets and digital technology, information on the newest cars or the latest
breakthroughs in science -- PM is the ultimate guide to our high-tech lifestyle.

2003 honda civic ex manual coupe: New Car Buying Guide Consumer Reports (Firm),
2006-06 This essential guide offers all the tools necessary to negotiate for the best price, including
reliability ratings, profiles, and crash-test results for more than 210 new car models.

2003 honda civic ex manual coupe: Complete Car Cost Guide 2000 IntelliChoice, Inc,
2000-02

2003 honda civic ex manual coupe: Used Cars & Trucks Buyer's Guide 2005 Annual The
Editors at Edmunds.com, 2005-05-03 For more than 39 years, millions of consumers have turned to
Edmunds' buyer's guides for their shopping needs. This format makes it easy for consumers to get
the advice and information they need to make a wise purchase on their next used vehicle. Readers
benefit from features such as: - Recommendations for the Best Bets in the used car market - Detailed
histories on popular models - Certified Used Vehicle Information - Hundreds of photographs -
Glossary of Used Car Buying Terms In addition to these features, vehicle shoppers can benefit from
the best they've come to expect from the Edmunds name: - True Market Value pricing for trade-in,
private party and dealer retail - Highlighted yearly model changes - In-depth advice on buying and
selling a used car

2003 honda civic ex manual coupe: Consumer Reports Used Car Buying Guide 2003
Consumer Reports Books, 2003-02-14 The ultimate used car guide lists the best and worst used cars,
summarizes the marketplace, shares advice on web shopping, discusses author insurance, and
shares tips on buying and selling. Original.

2003 honda civic ex manual coupe: The Complete Car Cost Guide 2001 Inc Intellichoice,
IntelliChoice, Incorporated, 2001-03

2003 honda civic ex manual coupe: Periddico oficial Nuevo Ledn (Mexico : State), 2006

2003 honda civic ex manual coupe: Kiplinger's Personal Finance Magazine , 2002-07

2003 honda civic ex manual coupe: Kiplinger's Personal Finance , 2002-12

2003 honda civic ex manual coupe: Popular Mechanics , 2002-09 Popular Mechanics inspires,
instructs and influences readers to help them master the modern world. Whether it’s practical DIY
home-improvement tips, gadgets and digital technology, information on the newest cars or the latest
breakthroughs in science -- PM is the ultimate guide to our high-tech lifestyle.

2003 honda civic ex manual coupe: Kelley Blue Book Used Car Guide, July-December
2008 Kelley Blue Book, 2008-05 After plummeting through a hole in her backyard and finding
herself once again in the room of mysterious jars, eleven-year-old Olive unwittingly releases two of
Elsewhere's biggest, most cunning, most dangerous forces.

2003 honda civic ex manual coupe: Autocar, 2005

2003 honda civic ex manual coupe: The Complete Car Cost Guide, 2002 InteliChoice, Inc,
2002

2003 honda civic ex manual coupe: Kelley Blue Book Used Car Guide Kelley Blue Book,
2007-06 The consumer edition of the authoritative price guide includes retail data on domestic and
imported cars, trucks, and vans, acceptable mileage ranges, and costs of specific optional factory
features.

2003 honda civic ex manual coupe: Ward's Automotive Yearbook , 2003 Includes
advertising matter.

2003 honda civic ex manual coupe: Lemon-Aid New and Used Cars and Trucks 1990-2015
Phil Edmonston, 2013-11-18 Lemon-Aid New and Used Cars and Trucks 1990-2015 steers the




confused and anxious buyer through the purchase of new and used vehicles unlike any other
car-and-truck book on the market. Dr. Phil, Canada's best-known automotive expert for more than 42
years, pulls no punches.

2003 honda civic ex manual coupe: How To Rebuild and Modify Your Manual Transmission
Robert Bowen, This resource explains how to rebuild and modify transmissions from both rear- and
front-wheel-drive cars. It explains the principles behind the workings of all manual transmissions,
and helps readers understand what they need to do and know to rebuild their own transmissions.
Includes how to determine what parts to replace; how and why to replace certain seals, spacers,
springs, forks, and other parts; and where to find (and how to measure) the specifications for each
particular transmission.

2003 honda civic ex manual coupe: Kelley Blue Book April - June 2009 Used Car Guide
Kelley Blue Book, 2009-03 Includes retail data on domestic and imported cars, trucks, and vans;
acceptable mileage ranges; and costs of specific optional factory features.

2003 honda civic ex manual coupe: Kelley Blue Book Used Car Guide Kelley Blue Book,
2005-04 Readers can now get up-to-date private party values, trade-in values, plus retail values on
over 10,000 models of used cars, trucks, SUVs, and vans. This edition is published twice a year, with
updated values. It includes easy-to-use equipment schedules with values for optional equipment and
a table of acceptable mileage ranges by year. The comprehensive How to Use This Book section also
includes a discussion of Tips on Buying a Used Car.

2003 honda civic ex manual coupe: 100 Great Lives John Canning, 1975

2003 honda civic ex manual coupe: Honda K-Series Engine Swaps Aaron Bonk,
2014-07-15 The Honda K-Series engine was introduced in 2001, replacing the B-Series as the engine
of choice for Honda enthusiasts. These new K-Series engines are the most powerful stock
Honda/Acura engines you can get. They featured new technology such as a roller rocker valvetrain,
better flowing heads, and advanced variable cam timing technology that made these engines
suddenly the thing to have. And that's where the engine swappers come in. In Honda K-Series
Engine Swaps, author Aaron Bonk guides you through all the details, facts, and figures you will need
to complete a successful K-Series swap into your older chassis. All the different engine variants are
covered, as well as interchangeability, compatibility, which accessories work, wiring and controls
operation, drivetrain considerations, and more. While you can still modify your existing B-Series,
dollar for dollar, you can't make more power than you can with a Honda K-Series engine. If you have
an older chassis and are looking for a serious injection of power and technology, swapping a
K-Series engine is a great option. Honda K-Series Engine Swaps will tell you everything you need to
know.

2003 honda civic ex manual coupe: Pakistan & Gulf Economist , 2008

2003 honda civic ex manual coupe: Road & Track , 2004

2003 honda civic ex manual coupe: High Performance Fieros, 3.41 V6, Turbocharging, Ls1
V8, Nitrous Oxide Robert Wagoner, 2006-03-01 Details of modifications to improve handling based
on years of Autocross racing experience, (includes topics such as wheel alignment, eliminating bump
steer, tires, solid mounts, weight, and others). Also describes in detail engine upgrades, including a
3.4L V6 swap, turbocharging, a 5.7L V8 swap, and adding nitrous oxide injection. Topics include
eliminating spark knock, calculating horsepower, selecting turbocharger, CE (Compressor
Efficiency), MAP sensors, fuel injectors, upgrading fuel system, custom headers, improving airflow,
VE (Volumetric Efficiency), and many, many others. Written by an engineer. Includes detailed wiring
diagrams, graphs, tables, weights, formulas, dyno test results, and plenty of photographs. A How-To
style book. An Excel spreadsheet (for calculating turbocharger performance) described in the book
can be downloaded from the Preview section below. Right click on the Preview this book link and
then save it to your computer using Save Target As.

2003 honda civic ex manual coupe: Roll Models Richard Holicky, 2004 I thought life was
pretty much over. Paul Herman [ was afraid people wouldn"t see me for who I still was. Cathy Green
I didn"t need this to be a better person. Susan Douglas I wasn'"t sure I wanted to live "this way."




Kevin Wolitzky The above four people and 49 more just like them went on to find high levels of
success and lead satisfying lives. Together they tell 53 stories of moving forward to meet all the
challenges, fears, obstacles, and problems common to the life-altering circumstances after spinal
cord injury, and doing it without benefit of wealth, large settlements or solid health coverage.
Ranging in age from 21 to 67, disabled from three to 48 years they share 931 years of disability
experience. Roll Models is a valuable new resource for recently injured people and their families,
and for nurses, therapists, psychologists and all other professionals who treat, work with and care
for people with spinal cord injury. Straight from the horse's mouth, survivors explore their
experiences with disability and answer many questions those in rehab are asking: Early Thoughts
What were your thoughts immediately following injury? What were your initial thoughts and
reactions regarding SCI and the future? The First Years What were your biggest fears during that
first year or so? How did you get past those early fears? Changes, Obstacles and Solutions How
much different are you now, compared to how you were before injury? What's been the biggest
obstacle? How did you address these obstacles? Finding What Works What have been the most
difficult things for you to deal with since injury? What's the worst thing about having an SCI and
using a chair? What'"s been your biggest loss due to injury? Is SCI the worst thing that ever
happened to you? Tell me something about your problem solving skills. How do you deal with stress?
What do you do to relieve stress? Salvations, Turning Points and More Was there any one thing that
was your salvation or key to your success? Was there a turning point for you when you began to feel
things were going to get better? What personal factors, habits and beliefs have helped you the most?
SCI and Meaning Do you find any meaning, purpose or lessons in your disability? Did any positive
opportunities come your way because of your injury? What's your greatest accomplishment? What
are you most proud of? A wonderful roadmap with many alternate routes to living and thriving with
SCI. Minna Hong, SCI survivor and Peer Support Coordinator/Vocational Liaison, Shepherd Center
Avoids the trap of providing a "one size fits all mentality' and provides solutions as varied as the
individuals used as examples. Accentuates the positives while not sugar coating the difficulties.
Essential reading. Jeff Cressy SCI survivor and Director of Consumer and Community Affairs, SCI
Project, Rancho Los Amigos A great resource for people as they venture out into the world, or search
for meaning and a deeper, richer life. Filled with examples of real people and their real experiences.
Terry Chase, ND, RN; SCI survivor; Patient & Family Education Program Coordinator, Craig
Hospital A wonderful tool for the newly spinal cord injured individual, as well as the therapists and
counselors working with them. This certainly hits the mark in capturing important survival
strategies. Jack Dahlberg, SCI survivor, Past President of the National Spinal Cord Injury Association
Artfully crafted and organized, Roll Models sensitively portrays life following spinal cord injury.
Informative, creative, sensitive, as well as infused with humor and a kind heart. Recommended with
my highest accolades.Lester Butt, Ph.D., ABPP, Director of the Department of Psychology, Craig
Hospital

2003 honda civic ex manual coupe: Car Mary Walton, 1997 This astonishing journey into the
belly of one of our most important industries, a portrait of the energy and ingenuity of America at
work, follows the 1996 Ford Taurus from its conception to its public debut.

2003 honda civic ex manual coupe: Honda Accord 1994-1997 John Haynes, 1999-01-07
There is a Haynes manual for most popular domestic and import cars, trucks, and motorcycles. By
conducting complete tear-downs and rebuilds, the Haynes staff has discovered all the problems
owners will find in rebuilding or repairing their vehicle. Documenting the process in hundreds of
illustrations and clear step-by-step instructions makes every expert tip easy to follow. From simple
maintenance to trouble-shooting and complete engine rebuilds, it's easy with Haynes.

2003 honda civic ex manual coupe: Horse Trading in the Age of Cars Steven M. Gelber,
2008-10 Gelber's highly readable and lively prose makes clear how this unique economic ritual
survived into the industrial twentieth century, in the process adding a colorful and interesting
chapter to the history of the automobile.

2003 honda civic ex manual coupe: Consumer Reports Consumer Reports, 2004-03-02



2003 honda civic ex manual coupe: 101 Projects for Your Porsche Boxster Wayne R.
Dempsey, 2011-01-08 Since its introduction in 1997, the Porsche Boxster has earned a reputation as
one of the world’s greatest sports cars, as well as a huge, loyal following of devoted drivers. This
book is aimed at those owners of Boxsters who want to improve their machines while avoiding
thousands of dollars in mechanic’s costs. Clearly and simply written, with straightforward
illustrations, this manual offers 101 projects to help you modify, maintain, and enhance your
Porsche. Focusing on the 986 and 987 Boxster models, 101 Projects for Your Porsche Boxster
presents all the necessary information, associated costs, and pitfalls to avoid when performing a
wide array of projects. In a word, it makes owning a Porsche Boxster an unqualified thrill.

2003 honda civic ex manual coupe: Critical Thinking Gregory Bassham, 2008 Through the
use of humour, fun exercises, and a plethora of innovative and interesting selections from writers
such as Dave Barry, Al Franken, ]J.R.R. Tolkien, as well as from the film "The Matrix', this text hones
students' critical thinking skills.

2003 honda civic ex manual coupe: Cars 3: Taken By Storm Disney Books, 2017-05-02
Read along with Disney! Lightning McQueen is suddenly pushed out of racing by a mysterious rookie
who's part of a new generation of high-tech racers. Read along with word-for-word narration as he
seeks help from a trainer to get back in the game.
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