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Introduction:

Understanding your vehicle's electrical system is crucial for effective
troubleshooting and repair. This comprehensive guide delves into the
complexities of the 2003 Chevy Silverado tail lights wiring diagram,
providing you with various methodologies and approaches to diagnose and
resolve common tail light issues. We'll explore different ways to obtain the
diagram, interpret its information, and utilize it to effectively
troubleshoot problems ranging from blown bulbs to faulty wiring. Having a
clear understanding of the 2003 Chevy Silverado tail lights wiring diagram
empowers you to perform repairs efficiently and safely.

I. Locating the 2003 Chevy Silverado Tail Lights
Wiring Diagram

Obtaining a reliable 2003 Chevy Silverado tail lights wiring diagram is the
first step in any troubleshooting process. Several avenues exist:

Owner's Manual: While your owner's manual might not contain a complete wiring
diagram, it may offer basic troubleshooting steps and bulb replacement
instructions.



Online Resources: Numerous online resources, including repair manuals
websites (like Chilton or Haynes), offer downloadable or online access to
comprehensive 2003 Chevy Silverado tail lights wiring diagrams. Be sure to
verify the source's reputation for accuracy.

Dealership: Your local Chevy dealership is another excellent resource. They
possess factory-specific service manuals including detailed wiring diagrams.
However, this option often incurs a cost.

Third-Party Repair Shops: Many independent auto repair shops have access to
extensive wiring diagram databases and can potentially provide you with the
necessary information.

II. Understanding the 2003 Chevy Silverado Tail
Lights Wiring Diagram

The 2003 Chevy Silverado tail lights wiring diagram is a visual
representation of the electrical pathways related to your tail lights. It
typically shows:

Components: This includes the tail light bulbs, fuses, relays, switches, and
connectors.

Wires: The diagram indicates the color-coded wires, their gauge, and their
path from the power source to the components.

Circuit Paths: The diagram illustrates the complete electrical circuit for
each tail light function (brake lights, turn signals, running lights).

Ground Connections: Proper grounding is critical for the correct functioning
of tail lights. The diagram will identify ground points within the circuit.

Understanding these elements is crucial for accurate troubleshooting. For
example, if your brake lights are not working, you can use the 2003 Chevy
Silverado tail lights wiring diagram to trace the circuit from the brake
switch to the tail lights, checking for breaks or faulty connections along
the way.

III. Troubleshooting Common Tail Light Issues using
the 2003 Chevy Silverado Tail Lights Wiring Diagram

The 2003 Chevy Silverado tail lights wiring diagram is invaluable when
diagnosing common problems:

Blown Bulbs: This is the most common issue. The diagram will show you which
bulb corresponds to each light function, allowing for easy replacement.

Faulty Wiring: The diagram helps pinpoint damaged wires by visually tracing



the circuit path. Look for broken wires, corrosion, or poor connections.

Bad Connectors: Corrosion or loose connections can interrupt the electrical
flow. The diagram shows the locations of all connectors involved in the tail
light circuit.

Fuse Problems: A blown fuse can interrupt the entire circuit or parts of it.
The diagram will help identify the specific fuse responsible for the tail
lights.

Relay Malfunctions: Relays act as switches for higher-current circuits. A

failed relay can prevent the tail lights from functioning correctly. The
diagram will indicate relay locations.

IV. Utilizing a Multimeter with the 2003 Chevy
Silverado Tail Lights Wiring Diagram

A multimeter is an essential tool for electrical diagnostics. Using the 2003
Chevy Silverado tail lights wiring diagram, you can test:

Voltage: Check for voltage at different points in the circuit to identify
breaks in the power supply.

Continuity: Test the continuity of wires to determine if there are breaks in
the wiring.

Ground Connections: Verify the integrity of ground connections.

V. Safety Precautions when Working with Electrical
Systems

Working with automotive electrical systems requires caution:

Disconnect the Battery: Always disconnect the negative battery terminal
before starting any electrical work.

Use Insulated Tools: Employ insulated tools to prevent electrical shocks.

Be Aware of Sharp Edges: Wiring harnesses can have sharp edges; wear gloves
if necessary.

Refer to the Diagram Frequently: Constantly consult the 2003 Chevy Silverado
tail lights wiring diagram to avoid mistakes.

Following these safety protocols is paramount for your personal safety.



Conclusion:

Mastering the 2003 Chevy Silverado tail lights wiring diagram is a
fundamental skill for any DIY car enthusiast or mechanic. By understanding
its components, utilizing the appropriate tools, and following safety
procedures, you can effectively diagnose and repair a wide range of tail
light issues, saving time and money. Remember to always prioritize safety and
consult professional help if you are unsure about any step of the process.

FAQs:

1. Where can I find a free 2003 Chevy Silverado tail lights wiring diagram?
Several online forums and repair websites offer free diagrams, but their
accuracy isn't always guaranteed. Paid resources generally provide more
reliable and detailed diagrams.

1. What tools do I need to troubleshoot my Silverado's tail lights? A
multimeter, test leads, screwdrivers, and replacement bulbs are
essential.

1. My brake lights work, but my running lights don't. What could be the
problem? This suggests a problem in the circuit specifically for the
running lights. Use the diagram to check the fuse, wiring, and bulb for
the running light circuit.

1. How do I test the continuity of a wire? Use a multimeter set to the
continuity test mode. Place one lead on one end of the wire and the
other lead on the other end. A continuous tone indicates a complete
circuit.

1. Can I use a generic wiring diagram for my 2003 Chevy Silverado? No, it's
crucial to use a diagram specific to your vehicle's year and model to
ensure accuracy.

1. What if I can't find the problem using the wiring diagram? Seek



assistance from a qualified automotive electrician or mechanic.

1. Are there different wiring diagrams for different trim levels of the
2003 Silverado? Yes, minor variations may exist depending on the trim
level and optional equipment.

1. My turn signals are also not working. Could this be related to the tail
lights? Yes, the turn signals and tail lights share some wiring
components. Use the diagram to check for common problems in the shared
circuitry.

1. How do I properly ground the tail lights? Ensure a clean, solid metal-
to-metal connection between the ground wire and the vehicle's chassis.
Clean any corrosion and use a grounding strap if necessary.
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article provides a broader overview of electrical system troubleshooting
in the 2003 Silverado, including general diagnostics and safety
procedures.

1. Replacing Tail Lights on a 2003 Chevy Silverado: A step-by-step guide on
how to physically replace the tail light assemblies.

1. Understanding Automotive Fuses and Relays: A detailed explanation of the
function and troubleshooting of automotive fuses and relays, essential
for working with electrical systems.

1. Using a Multimeter for Automotive Diagnostics: A comprehensive guide on
how to use a multimeter to effectively test automotive electrical
components.



1. Common Causes of Automotive Electrical Problems: This article explores
common reasons why electrical systems malfunction, including corrosion,

poor connections, and component failure.

1. How to Read Automotive Wiring Diagrams: A beginner's guide to
understanding and interpreting automotive wiring diagrams.

1. 2003 Chevy Silverado Wiring Harness Repair: A guide for repairing
damaged or corroded wiring harnesses in the 2003 Silverado.

1. Understanding Automotive Grounding Systems: A deep dive into the

importance of proper grounding in automotive electrical systems and how

to troubleshoot grounding issues.
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2003 chevy silverado tail lights wiring diagram: The Car Hacker's Handbook Craig Smith,
2016-03-01 Modern cars are more computerized than ever. Infotainment and navigation systems,

Wi-Fi, automatic software updates, and other innovations aim to make driving more convenient. But

vehicle technologies haven't kept pace with today’s more hostile security environment, leaving

millions vulnerable to attack. The Car Hacker’s Handbook will give you a deeper understanding of

the computer systems and embedded software in modern vehicles. It begins by examining
vulnerabilities and providing detailed explanations of communications over the CAN bus and

between devices and systems. Then, once you have an understanding of a vehicle’s communication

network, you'll learn how to intercept data and perform specific hacks to track vehicles, unlock

doors, glitch engines, flood communication, and more. With a focus on low-cost, open source hacking

tools such as Metasploit, Wireshark, Kayak, can-utils, and ChipWhisperer, The Car Hacker’s

Handbook will show you how to: -Build an accurate threat model for your vehicle -Reverse engineer
the CAN bus to fake engine signals -Exploit vulnerabilities in diagnostic and data-logging systems
-Hack the ECU and other firmware and embedded systems -Feed exploits through infotainment and

vehicle-to-vehicle communication systems -Override factory settings with performance-tuning

techniques -Build physical and virtual test benches to try out exploits safely If you're curious about

automotive security and have the urge to hack a two-ton computer, make The Car Hacker’s



Handbook your first stop.

2003 chevy silverado tail lights wiring diagram: Savage Yard G. Harper, 2015-02-08 In
Savage Yard, G. F. Harper employs narrative in a poetic prose that captures the realness of the
American experience and explores the bewilderment of the human condition. The work is
unvarnished and brutally unromantic but at the same time the writing hints at a romantic sense of
hope while each poem lives out the gritty reality of Harper's intense perception of life, often driven
by a distinctive dark humor style. Harper's work contemplates unemployment, loneliness, love, war,
abandonment, and transformation. The images are crisp and Harper has composed a world for
readers to bring to life with their imagination.

2003 chevy silverado tail lights wiring diagram: Between the Lines of Drift Eric Rudolf,
2018-02-14 A memoir

2003 chevy silverado tail lights wiring diagram: The Onion Book of Known Knowledge The
Onion, 2012-10-23 Are you a witless cretin with no reason to live? Would you like to know more
about every piece of knowledge ever? Do you have cash? Then congratulations, because just in time
for the death of the print industry as we know it comes the final book ever published, and the only
one you will ever need: The Onion's compendium of all things known. Replete with an astonishing
assemblage of facts, illustrations, maps, charts, threats, blood, and additional fees to edify even the
most simple-minded book-buyer, The Onion Book of Known Knowledge is packed with valuable
information -- such as the life stages of an Aunt; places to kill one's self in Utica, New York; and the
dimensions of a female bucket, or pail. With hundreds of entries for all 27 letters of the alphabet,
The Onion Book of Known Knowledge must be purchased immediately to avoid the sting of eternal
ignorance.

2003 chevy silverado tail lights wiring diagram: Popular Science , 2007-05 Popular
Science gives our readers the information and tools to improve their technology and their world. The
core belief that Popular Science and our readers share: The future is going to be better, and science
and technology are the driving forces that will help make it better.

2003 chevy silverado tail lights wiring diagram: Repairing Aluminum Wiring , 1998

2003 chevy silverado tail lights wiring diagram: The Homeowner's Guide to Renewable
Energy Dan Chiras, 2011-07-05 Presents information on how to improve a home's energy efficiency
and switch to renewable energy resourses to provide electricity, hot water, heat, and cooling for a
home.

2003 chevy silverado tail lights wiring diagram: Soar Tom Bunn, 2013-10-01 Captain Bunn
founded SOAR to develop effective methods for dealing with flight anxiety. Therapists who have
found this phobia difficult to treat will find everything they need to give their clients success.
Anxious flyers who have “tried everything” to no avail can look forward to joining the nearly 10,000
graduates of the SOAR program who now have the whole world open to them as they fly anxiety free
wherever they want. This approach begins by explaining how anxiety, claustrophobia, and panic are
caused when noises, motions—or even the thought of flying—trigger excessive stress hormones.
Then, to stop this problem, Captain Bunn takes the reader step-by-step through exercises that
permanently and automatically control these feelings. He also explains how flying works, why it is
safe, and teaches flyers how to strategically plan their flight, choose the right airlines, meet the
captain, and so on. Through this program, Captain Bunn has helped thousands overcome their fear
of flying. Now his book arms readers with the information they need to control their anxiety and fly
comfortably.

2003 chevy silverado tail lights wiring diagram: Effectiveness and Impact of Corporate
Average Fuel Economy (CAFE) Standards National Research Council, Transportation Research
Board, Division on Engineering and Physical Sciences, Board on Energy and Environmental Systems,
Committee on the Effectiveness and Impact of Corporate Average Fuel Economy (CAFE) Standards,
2002-01-29 Since CAFE standards were established 25 years ago, there have been significant
changes in motor vehicle technology, globalization of the industry, the mix and characteristics of
vehicle sales, production capacity, and other factors. This volume evaluates the implications of these



changes as well as changes anticipated in the next few years, on the need for CAFE, as well as the
stringency and/or structure of the CAFE program in future years.

2003 chevy silverado tail lights wiring diagram: Wiring Complete Michael W. Litchfield,
Michael McAlister, 2013 This volume is a comprehensive, authoritative, and easy to use reference
for homeowners covering all home wiring situations from the most basic to advanced. The only
projects not covered are those that should be left to professionals. This highly visual book focused on
real world situations faced by homeowners and real world advice, including how to deal with the
inevitable things that can go wrong. What is unique about this wiring guide is that it is easy to find
the project and the information on how to tackle it. Intuitive finding devices and visual tables of
contents make it easy to identify the material in the book relevant to the reader's situation. The
authoritative advice is provided by a professional electrician and presented in text and photos by
veteran home-improvement writer, Mike Litchfield.

2003 chevy silverado tail lights wiring diagram: Performance Automotive Engine Math
John Baechtel, 2011 A reference book of math equations used in developing high-performance racing
engines, including calculating engine displacement, compression ratio, torque and horsepower,
intake and header size, carb size, VE and BSFC, injector sizing and piston speed. --book cover.

2003 chevy silverado tail lights wiring diagram: The Cellini of Chrome Henry Dominguez,
2020-07

2003 chevy silverado tail lights wiring diagram: Internal Combustion Engines Institution of
Mechanical Engineers, 2014-10-10 This book presents the papers from the Internal Combustion
Engines: Performance, fuel economy and emissions held in London, UK. This popular international
conference from the Institution of Mechanical Engineers provides a forum for IC engine experts
looking closely at developments for personal transport applications, though many of the drivers of
change apply to light and heavy duty, on and off highway, transport and other sectors. These are
exciting times to be working in the IC engine field. With the move towards downsizing, advances in
FIE and alternative fuels, new engine architectures and the introduction of Euro 6 in 2014, there are
plenty of challenges. The aim remains to reduce both CO2 emissions and the dependence on
oil-derivate fossil fuels whilst meeting the future, more stringent constraints on gaseous and
particulate material emissions as set by EU, North American and Japanese regulations. How will
technology developments enhance performance and shape the next generation of designs? The book
introduces compression and internal combustion engines' applications, followed by chapters on the
challenges faced by alternative fuels and fuel delivery. The remaining chapters explore current
improvements in combustion, pollution prevention strategies and data comparisons. - Presents the
latest requirements and challenges for personal transport applications - Gives an insight into the
technical advances and research going on in the IC Engines field - Provides the latest developments
in compression and spark ignition engines for light and heavy-duty applications, automotive and
other markets

2003 chevy silverado tail lights wiring diagram: The Complete Book of Corvette Mike
Mueller, 2012-01-23 Details every model, including prototypes and factory racers.

2003 chevy silverado tail lights wiring diagram: Reunion Planner Phyllis A. Hackleman,
2009-06 If there is a reunion in your future, whether as the organizer or a helping hand, Reunion
Planner is one book you won't want to be without. Reunion Planner leaves nothing to chance. The
contents include sections on the following: choosing the proper kind of reunion, recruiting
volunteers, selecting the time and place, creating the program, guest speakers, budgeting, notifying
the participants and promoting the event, planning meals and decorations, accommodations and
transportation, souvenirs and fund raisers, photographers and videographers, building a genealogy,
and finishing touches from road signs to thank-you notes and more.

2003 chevy silverado tail lights wiring diagram: Entrepreneur by Necessity Herman Franck,
2008-01-01 Franck & Associates Attorneys at Law 1801 7th Street, Suite 150 Sacramento, California
95811 Tel. (916) 447-8400 Fax (916) 447-0720 Email: franckherman@cs.com Web: Francklaw.com
ENTREPRENEUR BY NECESSITY When you have to start a business. By Herman Franck, Esq.



Georgetown University Law Center Washington DC Juris Doctor 1985 Georgetown University M.A.
Economics 1985 B.A. (Honors) U.C. Berkeley Political Economy 1981 Member, California State Bar
Owner, Franck & Associates Attorneys at Law Owner, Kit Media Co. Co-Founder, U.S. Grown LLC A
Kit Media Co Production Copyright 2007 by Herman Franck, Esq.

2003 chevy silverado tail lights wiring diagram: David Vizard's How to Port and Flow
Test Cylinder Heads David Vizard, 2012 Porting heads is an art and science. It takes a craftsman's
touch to shape the surfaces of the head for the optimal flow characteristics and the best
performance. Porting demands the right tools, skills, and application of knowledge. Few other
engine builders have the same level of knowledge and skill porting engine heads as David Vizard. All
the aspects of porting stock as well as aftermarket heads in aluminum and cast-iron constructions
are covered. Vizard goes into great depth and detail on porting aftermarket heads. Starting with the
basic techniques up to more advanced techniques, you are shown how to port iron and aluminum
heads as well as benefits of hand and CNC porting. You are also shown how to build a high-quality
flow bench at home so you can test your work and obtain professional results. Vizard shows how to
optimize flow paths through the heads, past the valves, and into the combustion chamber. The book
covers blending the bowls, a basic porting procedure, and also covers pocket porting, porting the
intake runners, and many advanced procedures. These advanced procedures include unshrouding
valves, porting a shortside turn from the floor of the port down toward the valve seat, and
developing the ideal port area and angle. All of these changes combine to produce optimal flow
velocity through the engine for maximum power.

2003 chevy silverado tail lights wiring diagram: The Complete Builder's Guide to Hot
Rod Chassis and Suspensions Jeff Tann, 2010 In How to Build Hot Rod Chassis, highly regarded
hot rodding author Jeff Tann covers everything enthusiasts need to know about designing and
building their new chassis and suspension system. It thoroughly explores both factory and
aftermarket frames, modified factory solid-axle suspensions, and aftermarket independent front and
rear suspension setups. No matter what design a reader may be considering for his own car, How to
Build Hot Rod Chassis delivers a wealth of information on the pros and cons of all systems available.

2003 chevy silverado tail lights wiring diagram: Modern Engine Blueprinting
Techniques Mike Mavrigian, 2013 Engine production for the typical car manufactured today is a
study in mass production. Benefits in the manufacturing process for the manufacturer often run
counter to the interests of the end user. What speeds up production and saves manufacturing costs
results in an engine that is made to fall within a wide set of standards and specifications, often not
optimized to meet the original design. In short, cheap and fast engine production results in a sloppy
final product. Of course, this is not what enthusiasts want out of their engines. To maximize the
performance of any engine, it must be balanced and blueprinted to the exact tolerances that the
factory should have adhered to in the first place. Four cylinder, V-8, American or import, the
performance of all engines is greatly improved by balancing and blueprinting. Dedicated enthusiasts
and professional racers balance and blueprint their engines because the engines will produce more
horsepower and torque, more efficiently use fuel, run cooler and last longer. In this book, expert
engine builder and veteran author Mike Mavrigian explains and illustrates the most discriminating
engine building techniques and perform detailed procedures, so the engine is perfectly balanced,
matched, and optimized. Balancing and blueprinting is a time consuming and exacting process, but
the investment in time pays off with superior performance. Through the process, you carefully
measure, adjust, machine and fit each part together with precision tolerances, optimizing the design
and maximizing performance. The book covers the block, crankshaft, connecting rods, pistons,
cylinder heads, intake manifolds, camshaft, measuring tools and final assembly techniques. For more
than 50 years, balancing and blueprinting has been an accepted and common practice for maximi

2003 chevy silverado tail lights wiring diagram: Soy-Based Bioplastics Vijay Kumar Thakur,
2017-11-01 Soy and its coproducts are rapidly emerging as one of the most prominent sustainable
plastics of the 21st century. The relative abundance of soy and its functional and thermoplastic
properties, low cost, and biodegradable characteristics have made it a material of great interest for



widespread use in the plastics industry. As most of the functional properties of the final products are
directly related to the physico-chemical properties of the raw material, a detailed knowledge of the
inherent characteristics of soy-based materials is essential for understanding and manipulating their
properties for better end-user applications.This book summarises in a most comprehensive manner
the recent technical research accomplishments in the area of soy-based bioplastics. The prime aim
and focus of this book is to present recent advances in the processing and applications of soy-based
biopolymers as potential bioplastics. It reflects recent theoretical advances and experimental results,
and opens new avenues for researchers as well as readers working in the field of plastics and
sustainable materials.The different topics covered in this book include: structural analysis of
soy-based materials; soy/biopolymer blends; films, fibres, foams, and composites; and different
advanced applications. In addition, several critical issues and suggestions for future work are
comprehensively discussed in the hope that the book will provide a deep insight into the state of the
art of soy-based bioplastics. The book is unique, with contributions from leading experts in the
bioplastics research area, and is a useful reference for scientists, academics, research scholars, and
technologists.

2003 chevy silverado tail lights wiring diagram: 4-wheel Freedom Brad DeLong, 1996
Whether you're thinking about buying a 4-wheel drive vehicle or are already an experienced 4WDer,
there is something in this complete guide for you. Learn how to drive on snow, ice, rocks, mud and
hills, plus how to choose and use off-road tires, winches and other specialty gear. Every 4WD owner
should own this handy book.

2003 chevy silverado tail lights wiring diagram: Troubleshooting and Repair of Diesel
Engines Paul Dempsey, 2007-11-05 Harness the Latest Tools and Techniques for Troubleshooting
and Repairing Virtually Any Diesel Engine Problem The Fourth Edition of Troubleshooting and
Repairing Diesel Engines presents the latest advances in diesel technology. Comprehensive and
practical, this revised classic equips you with all of the state-of-the-art tools and techniques needed
to keep diesel engines running in top condition. Written by master mechanic and bestselling author
Paul Dempsey, this hands-on resource covers new engine technology, electronic engine
management, biodiesel fuels, and emissions controls. The book also contains cutting-edge
information on diagnostics...fuel systems...mechanical and electronic governors...cylinder heads and
valves...engine mechanics...turbochargers...electrical basics...starters and generators...cooling
systems...exhaust aftertreatment...and more. Packed with over 350 drawings, schematics, and
photographs, the updated Troubleshooting and Repairing Diesel Engines features: New material on
biodiesel and straight vegetable oil fuels Intensive reviews of troubleshooting procedures New
engine repair procedures and tools State-of-the-art turbocharger techniques A comprehensive new
chapter on troubleshooting and repairing electronic engine management systems A new chapter on
the worldwide drive for greener, more environmentally friendly diesels Get Everything You Need to
Solve Diesel Problems Quickly and Easily * Rudolf Diesel ¢ Diesel Basics * Engine Installation ¢ Fuel
Systems ¢ Electronic Engine Management Systems ¢ Cylinder Heads and Valves * Engine Mechanics
» Turbochargers ¢ Electrical Fundamentals ¢ Starting and Generating Systems ¢ Cooling Systems ¢
Greener Diesels

2003 chevy silverado tail lights wiring diagram: How to Swap GM LS-Series Engines
Into Almost Anything Jefferson Bryant, 2009 How to Swap GM LS-Series Engines into (Almost)
Anything shows how to fit these powerhouse engines into popular GM F-Body cars, such as the
Camaro and Firebird, but also how install these powerplants non-GM muscle cars, sports cars,
trucks, and of course, hot rods. This book includes a historical review, complete specs and detailed
information, so you can select and fit the best LS engine for a particular vehicle and application. A
section on mounting kits explains how to install these engines into a variety of cars using readily
available motor mount kits, universal engine mounts, or fabricated mounts. In addition, the book
shows you how to perform necessary oil pan modifications and adapt accessory drivers as well as
choose the most suitable fuel pump, exhaust system, wiring harness, and electronic control module.

2003 chevy silverado tail lights wiring diagram: Power Secrets Smokey Yunick, Henry



Yunick, Larry Schreib, 1984-01-06 Smokey Yunick's Power Secrets is a unique milestone from the
acknowledged master of no-nonsense engine development. Henry Smokey Yunick is a living legend
in racing circles, and in this book he explains race-engine preparation in the direct and unrelenting
style that is his singular trademark. From carburetors to shop tools, Smokey tells it like it is. This
book is a once-in-a-lifetime experience; a classic that you'll enjoy reading again and again.

2003 chevy silverado tail lights wiring diagram: Unsafe at Any Speed Ralph Nader, 1965
Account of how and why cars kill, and why the automobile manufacturers have failed to make cars
safe.

2003 chevy silverado tail lights wiring diagram: The Ford Dealership Volume I: 1903-1954
Henry Dominguez, 2022-01-19 A pictorial history of the Ford dealership from 1903 to 1954.
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