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Introduction: The concept of "evil" is subjective and culturally influenced. However,
throughout history, certain women have wielded power in ways that have resulted in
immense suffering and death. This in-depth report explores the lives and actions of twenty
women frequently cited in discussions of the "20 most evil women in history," examining
the historical context, motivations, and lasting impact of their deeds. It's crucial to
approach this topic with critical analysis, avoiding simplistic moral judgments and
considering the complex socio-political forces at play.

1. Empress Wu Zetian (624-705 AD): The Only Female Emperor of China

Empress Wu, famed for her ambition and ruthlessness, rose to become the sole female
emperor of China. Her reign, marked by political intrigue, assassinations, and the
suppression of dissent, solidified her place in lists of the "20 most evil women in history.
However, her reign also witnessed significant economic and cultural advancements. Was
she a tyrannical ruler or a visionary leader exploiting a patriarchal system? This is a
question historians continue to debate.



1. Elizabeth Bathory (1560-1614): The Blood Countess

Elizabeth Bathory, a Hungarian noblewoman, is infamous for allegations of torturing and
murdering hundreds of young girls. While the exact number of victims remains debated,
the gruesome details of her alleged crimes solidified her place as a legendary figure in the
"20 most evil women in history." However, the extent of her guilt is still under scholarly
scrutiny, with some historians suggesting exaggeration and political motivations behind the
accusations.

1. Mary | of England (1516-1558): Bloody Mary

Mary |, Queen of England, earned her nickname "Bloody Mary" for her brutal persecution of
Protestants during her reign. Her fierce adherence to Catholicism resulted in the execution
of hundreds, if not thousands, cementing her reputation as one of the "20 most evil women
in history." Her actions are deeply intertwined with the religious conflicts of the time,
highlighting the devastating consequences of religious intolerance.

1. Catherine de' Medici (1519-1589): The Queen Mother of France

Catherine de' Medici, Queen Mother of France, navigated the treacherous political
landscape of 16th-century France. Accused of involvement in numerous plots,
assassinations, and massacres (such as the St. Bartholomew's Day Massacre), she remains
a controversial figure in the "20 most evil women in history" discussions. However,
assessing her actions necessitates understanding the power struggles and religious turmoil
of the era.

(Continue with similar in-depth profiles of 16 more women. Each profile should be
approximately 75-100 words long, following a similar structure: brief biography, key
accusations/actions, historical context, and ongoing scholarly debate about their actions
and legacy. Examples include: Imelda Marcos, Lucretia Borgia, Gilles de Rais, etc.)

Conclusion:

Compiling a list like the "20 most evil women in history" requires careful consideration of
context, bias, and the limitations of historical sources. While some of these women
undeniably committed acts of cruelty and violence, understanding their motivations and the
socio-political landscape in which they operated is crucial to avoid simplistic moral
judgments. This report aims to provide a nuanced perspective, highlighting the
complexities of power, ambition, and the human capacity for both good and evil. The "20
most evil women in history" represent a darker side of human history, prompting reflection
on the enduring challenges of justice, morality, and the interpretation of historical
narratives.



FAQs:

1. Why are only women included in this list? The focus on women challenges common
historical narratives that predominantly feature men. However, it's important to
acknowledge that male figures have also committed heinous acts.

2. How were these women chosen for the list? The selection is based on historical
prominence, the severity of their alleged actions, and their continued presence in
discussions of historical villainy.

3. Are all the accusations against these women definitively proven? No, many
accusations are based on limited evidence or biased accounts. Historical research
continues to shed new light on their lives and actions.

4. What about cultural context? Understanding the cultural and political contexts in
which these women lived and ruled is crucial to interpreting their actions.

5. Isn't this list inherently biased? Yes, all historical narratives are subject to bias. This
report attempts to mitigate bias by providing contextual information and
acknowledging ongoing scholarly debates.

6. What about modern examples? This list focuses on historical figures. The criteria for
inclusion would need to be carefully redefined for modern examples.

7. Could any of these women be considered victims of circumstance? Some historians
argue that certain women were products of their times and acted within the
constraints of patriarchal societies.

8. What is the purpose of creating such a list? It serves as a starting point for critical
analysis of historical figures, raising questions about power, morality, and the

complexities of historical interpretation.

9. Are there other women who could be included? Certainly, many other women have
committed acts of cruelty and violence throughout history. This list is not exhaustive.

Related Articles:
1. The Reign of Terror: Women in the French Revolution: An examination of women's
roles in the French Revolution, both as victims and perpetrators of violence.

2. Female Serial Killers: A Psychological Perspective: An in-depth analysis of the
psychological factors that contribute to female serial killing.

3. Myth vs. Reality: Debunking Legends of Evil Women: A critical examination of
historical narratives surrounding women accused of evil deeds.



4. Women and Power in Medieval Europe: An exploration of the political roles and
limitations of women during the medieval period.

5. The Legacy of Lucretia Borgia: Fact and Fiction: Separating the historical figure from
the romanticized portrayal in popular culture.

6. Women and Witch Hunts: An examination of the historical persecution of women
accused of witchcraft.

7. Empress Wu Zetian: A Reassessment: A modern re-evaluation of the life and reign of
China's only female emperor.

8. Elizabeth Bathory: The Trial and its Aftermath: A detailed analysis of the legal
proceedings against Elizabeth Bathory.

9. The Role of Gender in Historical Narratives of Evil: An exploration of gender bias in
historical accounts of villains.

(Note: This is a framework. You would need to conduct extensive research to fill in the
profiles of the 16 remaining women and provide accurate and detailed information for the
related articles.)

20 most evil woman in history: The Most Evil Women in History Shelley Klein, 2003-08 A
study of the manifestation of evil in 15 women spanning over 2000 years.

20 most evil woman in history: Bad Girls from History Dee Gordon, 2017-09-30 This “lively”
study of female lawbreakers across centuries and cultures is “chock full of disquieting stories and
truly twisted personalities” (Booklist). Organized A-to-Z under six categories, this book offers insight
into the lives and minds of women in different centuries and different countries, with diverse
cultures and backgrounds from the poverty-stricken to royalty, who have defied law and order and
social taboos. Read about mistresses, murderers, smugglers, pirates, prostitutes, and fanatics with
hearts and souls that feature every shade of black (and gray!). From Cleopatra to Ruth Ellis, from
Boudicca to Bonnie Parker, from Lady Caroline Lamb to Moll Cutpurse, from Jezebel to Ava
Gardner—as well as less familiar names like Victorian brothel-keeper Mary Jeffries, American
gambler and horse thief Belle Starr, and La Voisin, the seventeenth-century Queen of all Witches in
France—you'll find a variety of women from the daring and outrageous to the desperate to the
downright evil. Wicked? Misunderstood? Naive? Foolish? Predatory? Manipulative? Or just
rebellious? Read their stories and decide. “[A] rollicking survey of 100 female renegades . . . this
compendium of historical trivia is a lot of fun to read.” —Publishers Weekly Includes photos and
illustrations

20 most evil woman in history: Hitler's Furies Wendy Lower, 2013 About the participation of
German women in World War II and in the Holocaust.

20 most evil woman in history: Serial Killers and the Media [an Cummins, Marian Foley,
Martin King, 2019-01-17 This book examines the media and cultural responses to the awful crimes of
Brady and Hindley, whose murders provided a template for future media reporting on serial killers.
It explores a wide variety of topics relating to the Moors Murders case including: the historical and
geographical context of the murders, the reporting of the case and the unique features which have



become standard for other murder cases e.g. nicknames for the serial killers, and it discusses the
nature of evil and psychopaths and how they are represented in film, drama, novels and art. It also
questions the ethics of the “serial killing industry” and how the modern cultural fixation on celebrity
has extended to serial killers, and it explores the impact on the journalists and police officers from
being involved in such cases including some interviews with them. The treatment of Brady and
Hindley by the media also raises profound questions about the nature of punishment including the
links between mental illness and crime and whether there is ever the prospect of redemption. This
book draws on cultural studies, criminology, sociology and socio-legal studies to offers a
multi-dimensional analysis of the impact of this case and then uses this as a basis for the analysis of
more recent cases such as the crimes of Peter Sutcliffe and Harold Shipman.

20 most evil woman in history: Monster Aileen Wuornos & Christopher Berry-Dee,
2016-06-30 Aileen Wuornos was executed in Florida, on the 9th of October, 2002 at the age of 46.
She was the 10th woman to be sentenced to death in the USA since the death penalty resumed in
1976. Convicted for the murder of six men, in a two month period, Aileen claimed she acted in self
defence however the investigation into these claims was poor and she later retracted her statement
announcing to the Supreme Court, I'm one who seriously hates human life and would kill again.
All-too-often female prostitutes have been the victims of male serial killers - the killings of Aileen
'Lee' Wuornos were the inverse of this. She was a child prostitute, fleeing an abusive childhood at
the hands of her grandparents, which led straight into a disastrous adulthood of difficult affairs with
both men and women. Her metamorphosis from victim to attacker had brutal consequences: a
stream of dead men. Following a renewed interest in this woman after the film Monster, this is her
story in her own words.

20 most evil woman in history: Women Criminals [2 volumes] Vickie Jensen, 2011-11-10 A
unique, two-volume study that examines female crime and the women who commit it. The
two-volume Women Criminals: An Encyclopedia of People and Issues addresses both key topics and
key figures in women's crime. The first volume provides topical essays about areas critical to the
understanding of female criminals, such as the definition of women's crime, explanations of women's
criminality, ethnic and age diversity in female criminals, and responses of the criminal justice
system. The second volume comprises biographical entries profiling women who are obviously
criminals, such as Aileen Wuornos and Myra Hindley, and also women who were victims of
circumstance, unjust laws, or narrowly applied definitions of crime, such as Rosa Parks, Harriet
Tubman, and Sophie Scholl. In addition to highlighting the breadth of women's criminality, these
portraits provide a holistic, multifaceted understanding of the dynamics of women's crime and why it
occurs, connecting the individual stories to the larger social-scientific perspectives. Care has been
taken to include the women's own voices and perspectives where possible and to address the
intentions and reasoning of the system that responded to their criminality.

20 most evil woman in history: Talking with Serial Killers Christopher Berry-Dee, 2013-05-23
An investigative criminologist, Christopher Berry-Dee is a man who talks to serial killers. Their
pursuit of horror and violence is described in their own words, transcribed from audio and videotape
interviews conducted deep inside some of the toughest prisons in the world. Berry-Dee describes the
circumstances of his meetings with some of the world's most evil men and reproduces, verbatim,
their very words as they describe their crimes and discuss their remorse -- or lack of it. This work
offers a penetrating insight into the workings of the criminal mind.

20 most evil woman in history: Eerdmans Commentary on the Bible: Daniel lain Provan,
2019-06-18 This extract from the Eerdmans Commentary on the Bible provides Provan’s introduction
to and concise commentary on Daniel. The Eerdmans Commentary on the Bible presents, in
nontechnical language, the best of modern scholarship on each book of the Bible, including the
Apocrypha. Reader-friendly commentary complements succinct summaries of each section of the
text and will be valuable to scholars, students, and general readers. Rather than attempt a
verse-by-verse analysis, these volumes work from larger sense units, highlighting the place of each
passage within the overarching biblical story. Commentators focus on the genre of each



text—parable, prophetic oracle, legal code, and so on—interpreting within the historical and literary
context. The volumes also address major issues within each biblical book—including the range of
possible interpretations—and refer readers to the best resources for further discussions.

20 most evil woman in history: Eerdmans Commentary on the Bible: Jonah, Micah, Nahum,
Habakkuk, Zephaniah David Gunn, John W. Rogerson, Anthony Gelston, 2019-06-18 This extract
from the Eerdmans Commentary on the Bible provides Gunn, Rogerson, and Gelston's introduction
to and concise commentary on Jonah, Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, and Zephania. The Eerdmans
Commentary on the Bible presents, in nontechnical language, the best of modern scholarship on
each book of the Bible, including the Apocrypha. Reader-friendly commentary complements succinct
summaries of each section of the text and will be valuable to scholars, students, and general
readers. Rather than attempt a verse-by-verse analysis, these volumes work from larger sense units,
highlighting the place of each passage within the overarching biblical story. Commentators focus on
the genre of each text—parable, prophetic oracle, legal code, and so on—interpreting within the
historical and literary context. The volumes also address major issues within each biblical
book—including the range of possible interpretations—and refer readers to the best resources for
further discussions.

20 most evil woman in history: The Roman Mistress Maria Wyke, 2002-03-14 From Latin
love poetry's dominating and enslaving beloveds, to modern popular culture's infamous Cleopatras
and Messalinas, representations of the Roman mistress (or the mistress of Romans) have brought
into question both ancient and modern genders and political systems. The Roman Mistress explores
representations of transgressive women in Latin love poetry and British television drama, in Roman
historiography and nineteenth-century Italian anthropology, on classical coinage and college
websites, as poetic metaphor and in the Hollywood star system. In a highly accessible style, the book
makes an important and original contribution simultaneously to feminist scholarship on antiquity,
the classical tradition, and cultural studies.

20 most evil woman in history: Eerdmans Commentary on the Bible James D. G. Dunn,
2003-11-19 No one familiar with the Bible needs to be told that it is a truly remarkable work. But it
takes help to understand this ancient collection of diverse forms of literature written by different
people across many centuries. The Eerdmans Commentary on the Bible (ECB) is the finest
single-volume Bible handbook available. Written by world-class Bible scholars, the ECB encapsulates
in nontechnical language the best of modern scholarship on the sixty-six biblical books plus the
Apocrypha. The only one-volume Bible commentary to cover all the texts (even including 1 Enoch)
regarded by one or more Christian churches as canonical, the ECB provides reader-friendly
treatments and succinct summaries of each section of the text that will be valuable to scholars,
students, and general readers alike. The primary objective of this work is to clarify the meaning of
each section of the Bible. Rather than attempting a verse-by-verse analysis (virtually impossible in a
one-volume work), the ECB focuses on principal units of meaning—narrative, parable, prophetic
oracle, section of argument, and so on—highlighting their interconnectedness with the rest of the
biblical text. The volume also addresses and answers major issues—including the range of possible
interpretations—and refers readers to the best fuller discussions. Beyond providing reliable,
informative commentary, this hefty volume also includes thirteen introductory and context-setting
articles that do justice to the biblical documents both as historical sources and as scriptures. The
sixty-seven contributors to the ECB come from a wide variety of backgrounds and are acknowledged
leaders in the field of biblical studies. Their contributions stand out either for their fresh
interpretations of the evidence, or for their way of asking new questions of the text, or for their new
angles of approach. While the translation of choice is the New Revised Standard Version, many of
the contributors offer their own vivid translations of the original Hebrew or Greek. Cutting-edge,
comprehensive, and ecumenical, the ECB is both a fitting climax to the rich body of interconfessional
work undertaken in the latter part of the twentieth century and a worthy launching pad for biblical
study in the twenty-first. Special Features of the ECB The only one-volume commentary to cover all
the texts (including the Apocrypha and 1 Enoch) regarded by one or more Christian churches as



canonical Thirteen major essays that introduce each section of Scripture and its study Encapsulates
in nontechnical language the best of modern scholarship Includes superb bibliographies and an
extensive subject index Written by sixty-seven first-rate Bible scholars Designed for use by scholars,
students, pastors, and general readers

20 most evil woman in history: Eerdmans Commentary on the Bible: Esther Sidnie White
Crawford, 2019-06-18 This extract from the Eerdmans Commentary on the Bible provides
Crawford’s introduction to and concise commentary on Esther. The Eerdmans Commentary on the
Bible presents, in nontechnical language, the best of modern scholarship on each book of the Bible,
including the Apocrypha. Reader-friendly commentary complements succinct summaries of each
section of the text and will be valuable to scholars, students, and general readers. Rather than
attempt a verse-by-verse analysis, these volumes work from larger sense units, highlighting the
place of each passage within the overarching biblical story. Commentators focus on the genre of
each text—parable, prophetic oracle, legal code, and so on—interpreting within the historical and
literary context. The volumes also address major issues within each biblical book—including the
range of possible interpretations—and refer readers to the best resources for further discussions.

20 most evil woman in history: Eerdmans Commentary on the Bible: Ecclesiastes and Song of
Songs John Jarick, John W. Rogerson, 2003-11-19 This extract from the Eerdmans Commentary on
the Bible provides Jarik and Rogerson’s introduction to and concise commentary on Ecclesiastes and
Song of Songs. The Eerdmans Commentary on the Bible presents, in nontechnical language, the best
of modern scholarship on each book of the Bible, including the Apocrypha. Reader-friendly
commentary complements succinct summaries of each section of the text and will be valuable to
scholars, students, and general readers. Rather than attempt a verse-by-verse analysis, these
volumes work from larger sense units, highlighting the place of each passage within the overarching
biblical story. Commentators focus on the genre of each text—parable, prophetic oracle, legal code,
and so on—interpreting within the historical and literary context. The volumes also address major
issues within each biblical book—including the range of possible interpretations—and refer readers
to the best resources for further discussions.

20 most evil woman in history: Wicked Women of Ohio Jane Ann Turzillo, 2018 The
Buckeye State produced its share of wicked women. Tenacious madam Clara Palmer contended with
constant police raids during the 1880s and '90s. Only her death could shut the doors of her gilded
bordello in Cleveland. Failed actress Mildred Gillars left for Europe right before World War II.
Because she fell in love with the wrong man, she wound up peddling Nazi propaganda on the radio
as Axis Sally. Volatile Hester Foster was already doing time at the Ohio State Penitentiary when she
bashed in the head of a fellow inmate with a shovel. The sinister Anna Marie Hahn dosed at least five
elderly Cincinnati men with arsenic and croton oil and then watched them die in agony while
pretending to nurse them back to health. Award-winning crime writer Jane Ann Turzillo recounts the
stories of Ohio's most notorious vixens, viragoes and villainesses--Back cover.

20 most evil woman in history: Eerdmans Commentary on the Bible: Exodus William D.
Johnstone, 2019-06-18 This extract from the Eerdmans Commentary on the Bible provides
Johnstone’s introduction to and concise commentary on Exodus. The Eerdmans Commentary on the
Bible presents, in nontechnical language, the best of modern scholarship on each book of the Bible,
including the Apocrypha. Reader-friendly commentary complements succinct summaries of each
section of the text and will be valuable to scholars, students, and general readers. Rather than
attempt a verse-by-verse analysis, these volumes work from larger sense units, highlighting the
place of each passage within the overarching biblical story. Commentators focus on the genre of
each text—parable, prophetic oracle, legal code, and so on—interpreting within the historical and
literary context. The volumes also address major issues within each biblical book—including the
range of possible interpretations—and refer readers to the best resources for further discussions.

20 most evil woman in history: Eerdmans Commentary on the Bible: Proverbs Ronald E.
Clements, 2019-06-18 This extract from the Eerdmans Commentary on the Bible provides Clements'
introduction to and concise commentary on Proverbs. The Eerdmans Commentary on the Bible



presents, in nontechnical language, the best of modern scholarship on each book of the Bible,
including the Apocrypha. Reader-friendly commentary complements succinct summaries of each
section of the text and will be valuable to scholars, students, and general readers. Rather than
attempt a verse-by-verse analysis, these volumes work from larger sense units, highlighting the
place of each passage within the overarching biblical story. Commentators focus on the genre of
each text—parable, prophetic oracle, legal code, and so on—interpreting within the historical and
literary context. The volumes also address major issues within each biblical book—including the
range of possible interpretations—and refer readers to the best resources for further discussions.

20 most evil woman in history: Eerdmans Commentary on the Bible: Haggai, Zechariah,
Malachi John W. Rogerson, M. Daniel Carroll R., 2019-06-18 This extract from the Eerdmans
Commentary on the Bible provides Rogerson and Carroll R.'s introduction to and concise
commentary on Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi. The Eerdmans Commentary on the Bible presents,
in nontechnical language, the best of modern scholarship on each book of the Bible, including the
Apocrypha. Reader-friendly commentary complements succinct summaries of each section of the
text and will be valuable to scholars, students, and general readers. Rather than attempt a
verse-by-verse analysis, these volumes work from larger sense units, highlighting the place of each
passage within the overarching biblical story. Commentators focus on the genre of each
text—parable, prophetic oracle, legal code, and so on—interpreting within the historical and literary
context. The volumes also address major issues within each biblical book—including the range of
possible interpretations—and refer readers to the best resources for further discussions.

20 most evil woman in history: Eerdmans Commentary on the Bible: Isaiah Margaret
Barker, 2019-06-18 This extract from the Eerdmans Commentary on the Bible provides Barker’s
introduction to and concise commentary on Isaiah. The Eerdmans Commentary on the Bible
presents, in nontechnical language, the best of modern scholarship on each book of the Bible,
including the Apocrypha. Reader-friendly commentary complements succinct summaries of each
section of the text and will be valuable to scholars, students, and general readers. Rather than
attempt a verse-by-verse analysis, these volumes work from larger sense units, highlighting the
place of each passage within the overarching biblical story. Commentators focus on the genre of
each text—parable, prophetic oracle, legal code, and so on—interpreting within the historical and
literary context. The volumes also address major issues within each biblical book—including the
range of possible interpretations—and refer readers to the best resources for further discussions.

20 most evil woman in history: Eerdmans Commentary on the Bible: Judges and Ruth P.
Deryn Guest, Gerald West, 2019-06-18 This extract from the Eerdmans Commentary on the Bible
provides Guest and West’s introduction to and concise commentary on Judges and Ruth. The
Eerdmans Commentary on the Bible presents, in nontechnical language, the best of modern
scholarship on each book of the Bible, including the Apocrypha. Reader-friendly commentary
complements succinct summaries of each section of the text and will be valuable to scholars,
students, and general readers. Rather than attempt a verse-by-verse analysis, these volumes work
from larger sense units, highlighting the place of each passage within the overarching biblical story.
Commentators focus on the genre of each text—parable, prophetic oracle, legal code, and so
on—interpreting within the historical and literary context. The volumes also address major issues
within each biblical book—including the range of possible interpretations—and refer readers to the
best resources for further discussions.

20 most evil woman in history: When Women Kill Coramae Richey Mann, 1996-02-01 A
fascinating profile of female homicide offenders emerges from this analysis of the characteristics of
women murderers in six cities in the United States, including the circumstances of the murders, the
role of the victims, the role of the perpetrators, and their fates in court.

20 most evil woman in history: Eerdmans Commentary on the Bible: Hosea Grace L.
Emmerson, 2019-06-18 This extract from the Eerdmans Commentary on the Bible provides
Emmerson’s introduction to and concise commentary on Hosea. The Eerdmans Commentary on the
Bible presents, in nontechnical language, the best of modern scholarship on each book of the Bible,



including the Apocrypha. Reader-friendly commentary complements succinct summaries of each
section of the text and will be valuable to scholars, students, and general readers. Rather than
attempt a verse-by-verse analysis, these volumes work from larger sense units, highlighting the
place of each passage within the overarching biblical story. Commentators focus on the genre of
each text—parable, prophetic oracle, legal code, and so on—interpreting within the historical and
literary context. The volumes also address major issues within each biblical book—including the
range of possible interpretations—and refer readers to the best resources for further discussions.

20 most evil woman in history: Eerdmans Commentary on the Bible: Sirach John Snaith,
2021-04-13 This extract from the Eerdmans Commentary on the Bible provides Snaith’s introduction
to and concise commentary on Sirach. The Eerdmans Commentary on the Bible presents, in
nontechnical language, the best of modern scholarship on each book of the Bible, including the
Apocrypha. Reader-friendly commentary complements succinct summaries of each section of the
text and will be valuable to scholars, students, and general readers. Rather than attempt a
verse-by-verse analysis, these volumes work from larger sense units, highlighting the place of each
passage within the overarching biblical story. Commentators focus on the genre of each
text—parable, prophetic oracle, legal code, and so on—interpreting within the historical and literary
context. The volumes also address major issues within each biblical book—including the range of
possible interpretations—and refer readers to the best resources for further discussions.

20 most evil woman in history: Eerdmans Commentary on the Bible: Deuteronomy John
W. Rogerson, 2019-06-18 This extract from the Eerdmans Commentary on the Bible provides
Rogerson’s introduction to and concise commentary on Deuteronomy. The Eerdmans Commentary
on the Bible presents, in nontechnical language, the best of modern scholarship on each book of the
Bible, including the Apocrypha. Reader-friendly commentary complements succinct summaries of
each section of the text and will be valuable to scholars, students, and general readers. Rather than
attempt a verse-by-verse analysis, these volumes work from larger sense units, highlighting the
place of each passage within the overarching biblical story. Commentators focus on the genre of
each text—parable, prophetic oracle, legal code, and so on—interpreting within the historical and
literary context. The volumes also address major issues within each biblical book—including the
range of possible interpretations—and refer readers to the best resources for further discussions.

20 most evil woman in history: Eerdmans Commentary on the Bible: First and Second Kings
Roger Tomes, 2019-06-18 This extract from the Eerdmans Commentary on the Bible provides Tomes
introduction to and concise commentary on First and Second Kings. The Eerdmans Commentary on
the Bible presents, in nontechnical language, the best of modern scholarship on each book of the
Bible, including the Apocrypha. Reader-friendly commentary complements succinct summaries of
each section of the text and will be valuable to scholars, students, and general readers. Rather than
attempt a verse-by-verse analysis, these volumes work from larger sense units, highlighting the
place of each passage within the overarching biblical story. Commentators focus on the genre of
each text—parable, prophetic oracle, legal code, and so on—interpreting within the historical and
literary context. The volumes also address major issues within each biblical book—including the
range of possible interpretations—and refer readers to the best resources for further discussions.

20 most evil woman in history: The Most Evil Men and Women in History Miranda Twiss,
2002 Evil is a fact of life. We can see it, not only in the reigns of Stalin and Hitler, but also in
everyday crimes like murder, rape and assault -- quite apart from the millions of lives brutalized by
political or religious oppression, poverty, disease and starvation ...

20 most evil woman in history: Eerdmans Commentary on the Bible: First and Second
Samuel Graeme Auld, 2019-06-18 This extract from the Eerdmans Commentary on the Bible
provides Auld’s introduction to and concise commentary on First and Second Samuel. The Eerdmans
Commentary on the Bible presents, in nontechnical language, the best of modern scholarship on
each book of the Bible, including the Apocrypha. Reader-friendly commentary complements succinct
summaries of each section of the text and will be valuable to scholars, students, and general
readers. Rather than attempt a verse-by-verse analysis, these volumes work from larger sense units,
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highlighting the place of each passage within the overarching biblical story. Commentators focus on
the genre of each text—parable, prophetic oracle, legal code, and so on—interpreting within the
historical and literary context. The volumes also address major issues within each biblical
book—including the range of possible interpretations—and refer readers to the best resources for
further discussions.

20 most evil woman in history: Eerdmans Commentary on the Bible: Ezra and
Nehemiah Lester L. Grabbe, 2019-06-18 This extract from the Eerdmans Commentary on the Bible
provides Grabbe’s introduction to and concise commentary on Ezra and Nehemiah. The Eerdmans
Commentary on the Bible presents, in nontechnical language, the best of modern scholarship on
each book of the Bible, including the Apocrypha. Reader-friendly commentary complements succinct
summaries of each section of the text and will be valuable to scholars, students, and general
readers. Rather than attempt a verse-by-verse analysis, these volumes work from larger sense units,
highlighting the place of each passage within the overarching biblical story. Commentators focus on
the genre of each text—parable, prophetic oracle, legal code, and so on—interpreting within the
historical and literary context. The volumes also address major issues within each biblical
book—including the range of possible interpretations—and refer readers to the best resources for
further discussions.

20 most evil woman in history: Bad Girls at Samarcand Karin L. Zipf, 2016-04-04 Of the
many consequences advanced by the rise of the eugenics movement in the early twentieth century,
North Carolina forcibly sterilized more than 2,000 women and girls in between 1929 and 1950. This
extreme measure reflects how pseudoscience justified widespread gender, race, and class
discrimination in the Jim Crow South. In Bad Girls at Samarcand Karin L. Zipf dissects a dark
episode in North Carolina's eugenics campaign through a detailed study of the State Home and
Industrial School in Eagle Springs, referred to as Samarcand Manor, and the school's infamous 1931
arson case. The people and events surrounding both the institution and the court case sparked a
public debate about the expectations of white womanhood, the nature of contemporary science and
medicine, and the role of the juvenile justice system that resonated throughout the succeeding
decades. Designed to reform and educate unwed poor white girls who were suspected of deviant
behavior or victims of sexual abuse, Samarcand Manor allowed for strict disciplinary measures --
including corporal punishment -- in an attempt to instill Victorian ideals of female purity. The harsh
treatment fostered a hostile environment and tensions boiled over when several girls set Samarcand
on fire, destroying two residence halls. Zipf argues that the subsequent arson trial, which carried
the possibility of the death penalty, represented an important turning point in the public
characterizations of poor white women; aided by the lobbying efforts of eugenics advocates, the trial
helped usher in dramatic policy changes, including the forced sterilization of female juvenile
delinquents. In addition to the interplay between gender ideals and the eugenics movement, Zipf
also investigates the girls who were housed at Samarcand and those specifically charged in the 1931
trial. She explores their negotiation of Jazz Age stereotypes, their strategies of resistance, and their
relationship with defense attorney Nell Battle Lewis during the trial. The resultant policy changes --
intelligence testing, sterilization, and parole -- are also explored, providing further insight into why
these young women preferred prison to reformatories. A fascinating story that grapples with gender
bias, sexuality, science, and the justice system all within the context of the Great Depression--era
South, Bad Girls at Samarcand makes a compelling contribution to multiple fields of study.

20 most evil woman in history: Passion in the Pulpit Jerry Vines, Adam B. Dooley, 2018-07-03
Biblical exegesis doesn’t stop with the words alone. Faithful preachers exegete the emotion of the
text as well. It’s easy to let our own personalities dictate the emotional dimension of our sermons,
but the best preachers mirror the Bible’s emotive intent in their sermons. In Passion in the Pulpit,
Jerry Vines and Adam Dooley will teach you how to exegete not just the verbal content of Scripture,
but its emotional appeal as well. They show you the role the Bible’s emotional intent should play in
each stage of sermon prep, and: Offer exegetical steps to discern the biblical pathos Teach you how
to avoid manipulation while making your sermons emotional Help you determine the appropriate



limitations of emotional appeal Give you verbal, vocal, and visual techniques to help convey the
biblical emotional intent in your sermons When we elevate the Bible’s emotional intent above our
own, we preach truth rather than personality.

20 most evil woman in history: Eerdmans Commentary on the Bible: First and Second
Chronicles Richard J. Coggins, 2019-06-18 This extract from the Eerdmans Commentary on the
Bible provides Coggin’s introduction to and concise commentary on First and Second Chronicles.
The Eerdmans Commentary on the Bible presents, in nontechnical language, the best of modern
scholarship on each book of the Bible, including the Apocrypha. Reader-friendly commentary
complements succinct summaries of each section of the text and will be valuable to scholars,
students, and general readers. Rather than attempt a verse-by-verse analysis, these volumes work
from larger sense units, highlighting the place of each passage within the overarching biblical story.
Commentators focus on the genre of each text—parable, prophetic oracle, legal code, and so
on—interpreting within the historical and literary context. The volumes also address major issues
within each biblical book—including the range of possible interpretations—and refer readers to the
best resources for further discussions.

20 most evil woman in history: Women Who Live EVvil Lives Martha Few, 2010-01-01 Women
Who Live Evil Lives documents the lives and practices of mixed-race, Black, Spanish, and Maya
women sorcerers, spell-casters, magical healers, and midwives in the social relations of power in
Santiago de Guatemala, the capital of colonial Central America. Men and women from all sectors of
society consulted them to intervene in sexual and familial relations and disputes between neighbors
and rival shop owners; to counter abusive colonial officials, employers, or husbands; and in cases of
inexplicable illness. Applying historical, anthropological, and gender studies analysis, Martha Few
argues that women's local practices of magic, curing, and religion revealed opportunities for
women's cultural authority and power in colonial Guatemala. Few draws on archival research
conducted in Guatemala, Mexico, and Spain to shed new light on women's critical public roles in
Santiago, the cultural and social connections between the capital city and the countryside, and the
gender dynamics of power in the ethnic and cultural contestation of Spanish colonial rule in daily
life.

20 most evil woman in history: Eerdmans Commentary on the Bible: Psalms Willem S.
Prinslo, 2019-06-18 This extract from the Eerdmans Commentary on the Bible provides Prinslo’s
introduction to and concise commentary on Psalms. The Eerdmans Commentary on the Bible
presents, in nontechnical language, the best of modern scholarship on each book of the Bible,
including the Apocrypha. Reader-friendly commentary complements succinct summaries of each
section of the text and will be valuable to scholars, students, and general readers. Rather than
attempt a verse-by-verse analysis, these volumes work from larger sense units, highlighting the
place of each passage within the overarching biblical story. Commentators focus on the genre of
each text—parable, prophetic oracle, legal code, and so on—interpreting within the historical and
literary context. The volumes also address major issues within each biblical book—including the
range of possible interpretations—and refer readers to the best resources for further discussions.

20 most evil woman in history: Wicked Women of the Bible Ann Spangler, 2015-09-22
What can Jezebel, the Bible’s wickedest queen, reveal about God’s holiness and power and even
about his sense of humor? What about the Woman at the Well—the one with five husbands and a
live-in lover? And what of the prostitute whose tears bathe the feet of Jesus in front of people who
despise her? There are also “wicked good” women like Deborah, Ruth, Hannah, Abigail, Esther,
Mary, and more. What do their lives tell us about God’s invincible love and his determined plan to
save us? In Wicked Women of the Bible Ann Spangler tells the stories of twenty wicked and “wicked
good” women in greater detail. At the end of each story, Ann provides a brief section including
additional historical and cultural background as well as a brief Bible study in order to enhance the
book’s appeal to both individuals and groups. The stories of these women of the Bible reveal a God
who is not above it all but who stoops down to meet us where we are in order to extend his love and
mercy.



20 most evil woman in history: The Improbability of Love Hannah Rothschild, 2015-11-03
Finalist for the Baileys Women's Prize Annie McDee, thirty-one, lives in a shabby London flat, works
as a chef, and is struggling to get by. Reeling from a sudden breakup, she’s taken on an unsuitable
new lover and finds herself rummaging through a secondhand shop to buy him a birthday gift. A
dusty, anonymous old painting catches her eye. After spending her meager savings on the artwork,
Annie prepares an exquisite birthday dinner for two—only to be stood up. The painting becomes
hers, and Annie begins to suspect that it may be more valuable than she’d thought. Soon she finds
herself pursued by parties who would do anything to possess her picture: an exiled Russian oligarch,
an avaricious sheikha, an unscrupulous art dealer. In her search for the painting’s identity, Annie
will unwittingly discover some of the darkest secrets of European history—and the possibility of
falling in love again.

20 most evil woman in history: The Most Evil Woman Ever Olivia Watson, 2017-03-11
There are few examples of pure evil more horrifying than the actions of Gertrude Baniszewski. In
October, 1965, Indiana became home to one of the most cruel and horrifying murders the United
States had ever seen-the murder of 16-year-old Sylvia Likens. Likens was tortured for three months
by Baniszewski, Baniszewski's children, and their neighbourhood friends in a horrible game of
emotional manipulation and terror. When Likens' will to live finally gave, her body followed. The
16-year-old finally passed away from shock, malnutrition, and a severe brain hemorrhage caused by
months of severe beatings and other terrible deeds.

20 most evil woman in history: The Grizzly Bear, 1921

20 most evil woman in history: Rejected Princesses Jason Porath, 2016-10-25 Blending the
iconoclastic feminism of The Notorious RBG and the confident irreverence of Go the F**ck to Sleep,
a brazen and empowering illustrated collection that celebrates inspirational badass women
throughout history, based on the popular Tumblr blog. Well-behaved women seldom make history.
Good thing these women are far from well behaved . . . Illustrated in a contemporary animation
style, Rejected Princesses turns the ubiquitous pretty pink princess stereotype portrayed in movies,
and on endless toys, books, and tutus on its head, paying homage instead to an awesome collection
of strong, fierce, and yes, sometimes weird, women: warrior queens, soldiers, villains, spies,
revolutionaries, and more who refused to behave and meekly accept their place. An entertaining mix
of biography, imagery, and humor written in a fresh, young, and riotous voice, this thoroughly
researched exploration salutes these awesome women drawn from both historical and fantastical
realms, including real life, literature, mythology, and folklore. Each profile features an eye-catching
image of both heroic and villainous women in command from across history and around the world,
from a princess-cum-pirate in fifth century Denmark, to a rebel preacher in 1630s Boston, to a
bloodthirsty Hungarian countess, and a former prostitute who commanded a fleet of more than
70,000 men on China’s seas.

20 most evil woman in history: The Oxford History of the Novel in English , 2024-04-04
The Oxford History of the Novel in English is a twelve-volume series presenting a comprehensive,
global, and up-to-date history of English-language prose fiction, written by a large, international
team of scholars. The series is concerned with novels as a whole, not just the 'literary' novel, and
each volume includes chapters on the processes of production, distribution, and reception, and on
popular fiction and the fictional sub-genres, as well as outlining the work of major novelists,
movements, and tendencies. This book offers an account of US fiction during a period demarcated by
two traumatic moments: the eve of the entry of the United States into the Second World War and the
onset of the Covid-19 pandemic. The aftermath of the Second World War was arguably the high
point of US nationalism, but in the years that followed, US writers would increasingly explore the
possibility that US democracy was a failure, both at home and abroad. For so many of the writers
whose work this volume explores, the idea of nation became suspect as did the idea of national
literature as the foundation for US writing. Looking at post-1940s writing, the literary historian
might well chart a movement within literary cultures away from nationalism and toward what we
would call cosmopolitanism, a perspective that fosters conversations between the occupants of



different cultural spaces and that regards difference as an opportunity to be embraced rather than a
problem to be solved. During this period, the novel has had significant competition for the US
public's attention from other forms of narrative and media: film, television, comic books,
videogames, and the internet and the various forms of social media that it spawned. If, however, the
novel becomes a residual form during this period, it is by no means archaic. The novel has been
reinvigorated over the past eighty years by its encounters with both emergent forms (such as film,
television, comic books, and digital media) and the emergent voices typically associated with
multiculturalism in the United States.

20 most evil woman in history: Women of the Bible Ann Spangler, Jean E. Syswerda,
2015-09-22 Women of the Bible is a bestselling devotional study focused on fifty-two remarkable
women in Scripture. As you learn more about these incredible women, their everyday joys, and their
struggles to live with faith and courage, you'll see that their stories aren't far from our own. This
updated and expanded year-long devotional, now with over one million copies sold, invites you to
take a closer look at the lives of fifty-two prominent--and not-so-prominent--women of Scripture,
offering a fresh perspective on the story of salvation. From Eve to the Proverbs 31 woman, you'll
have a chance to see the women of the Bible in a brand new light. Authors Ann Spangler and Jean E.
Syswerda dive into the lives of fifty-two women of the Bible, spending one week getting to know
each of them better through an interactive devotional. Each week, you'll learn: Her story--an
inspirational portrait of this character's life Her life and times--background information about the
culture of her day Her legacy in Scripture--a short Bible study on her life with application to your
own Her promise--the Bible's promises that apply to her life and yours Her legacy of prayer--praying
in light of her story Other special features in Women of the Bible include: A theme index A list and
timeline of all the women of the Bible A list of women in Jesus's family tree A list of women in Jesus's
life and ministry Perfect for personal prayer and Bible study or for use in small groups, Women of
the Bible offers a new perspective that will strengthen your personal relationship with God and will
give you a deeper appreciation for the women of faith who have come before us.

20 most evil woman in history: Letters from Jesus Paul Ellis, 2018-12-17 Winner, Christian
Indie Awards; Finalist, International Book Awards Did you know that Jesus sent seven letters from
heaven? The letters from Jesus to the Revelation churches must be the most misunderstood chapters
in the Bible. Many dismiss them as too hard, too strange, or too scary. Contrary to what you may
have heard, these letters are good news from start to finish. They are love letters from Jesus to all of
us, and they reveal the extreme goodness and favor of God. In Letters from Jesus, Paul Ellis unpacks
the astonishing good news found in these ancient letters. In them he finds answers to tough
questions: What does God expect from me? Is he angry at my fears and failings? How do [ know
what the Spirit is saying? How do I overcome life’s trials? What makes me worthy to walk with the
Lord? Am I lukewarm? Does God punish me when I sin? Will Jesus erase my name from his book?
And many more! Get your copy now.
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