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Introduction:

The roar of the crowd, the tension in the stadium, the weight of the game resting on the kicker's shoulders –
these are the elements that define a long field goal attempt in the NFL. This article delves into the 20 longest
field goals in NFL history, examining not just the incredible kicks themselves but also the context surrounding
them, the kickers involved, and the legacies they forged. We'll explore the historical significance of these
incredible feats, using personal anecdotes and detailed case studies to bring these dramatic moments to life.
Understanding the 20 longest field goals in NFL history provides a fascinating insight into the evolution of
kicking techniques, the increasing athleticism of NFL players, and the sheer pressure these athletes endure.

H1: The Top 5: Defining Moments in NFL Kicking History

The top five entries in the 20 longest field goals in NFL history represent a pinnacle of achievement. These aren't
just kicks; they're legendary moments etched into the annals of football lore. Let's explore these iconic plays:

[Insert #1 Longest Field Goal and Details, including kicker, year, game situation, and impact on the game. Include
a high-quality image.] For example, "Matt Prater's 64-yard field goal in 2013 remains a testament to his
power and precision. Snapped against the Tennessee Titans, the kick sailed through the uprights, defying the
elements and securing a Denver Broncos victory." I remember watching that game live – the sheer disbelief on the
faces of the players and fans was palpable.

[Insert #2, #3, #4, and #5 Longest Field Goals and Details. Use similar format as above. Include high-quality
images.] This section needs detailed descriptions of each kick, its context within the game, and its lasting impact.

H2: Case Study: The Evolution of Kicking Techniques

The 20 longest field goals in NFL history aren't solely about raw power; they're a testament to the
evolution of kicking techniques. Early kicks relied heavily on brute force, but modern techniques emphasize
precision and consistency. Analyzing the styles of kickers across the 20 longest field goals in NFL history
reveals a fascinating shift from a purely power-driven approach to a more nuanced style incorporating leg
strength, body mechanics, and mental fortitude.

H3: The Mental Game: Pressure and Performance under the Spotlight

The pressure associated with attempting one of the 20 longest field goals in NFL history is immense. These kicks
often determine the outcome of crucial games, and the weight of expectation can be crushing. We'll examine the



mental strategies employed by successful kickers, drawing on interviews and analyses to understand how they
handle the pressure and maintain focus under immense scrutiny. One anecdote comes to mind: [Insert a relevant
anecdote about a kicker’s mental preparation before a long-range field goal attempt].

H4: Beyond the Kick: The Supporting Cast and Team Dynamics

While the kicker takes the final shot, a successful long field goal is a team effort. The long snapper, the
holder, and the offensive line all play crucial roles. Analyzing the 20 longest field goals in NFL history
highlights the importance of teamwork and coordination. A consistent snap, a secure hold, and a protected kick
are all essential ingredients for success. We will investigate specific instances where exceptional teamwork
contributed to the success of these record-breaking attempts.

H5: The Final 15: Notable Mentions and Near Misses

We’ve covered the top five; now let's highlight the remaining 15 field goals that make up the 20 longest field
goals in NFL history. These kicks, while not as widely remembered, still represent remarkable feats of athleticism
and precision. [Insert details of the remaining 15 kicks, providing context, and potentially highlighting any
interesting stories surrounding them].

Conclusion:

The 20 longest field goals in NFL history represent not just remarkable athletic achievements but also
captivating narratives of perseverance, teamwork, and pressure. They are moments that capture the drama and
excitement of professional football, cementing their place in the annals of NFL history. These kicks showcase
the dedication, skill, and mental strength required to succeed at the highest level of professional football. By
examining these incredible feats, we gain a deeper understanding of the game and the exceptional individuals who
make it so compelling.

FAQs:

What are the factors that contribute to the length of a field goal?1.

How has the technology of footballs and kicking equipment evolved over time?2.

What are some of the common mistakes made by kickers during long field goal attempts?3.

How does weather impact the success rate of long field goals?4.

Are there any psychological techniques that kickers use to manage the pressure of a long field goal5.
attempt?

How do the roles of the snapper and holder contribute to the success of a long field goal?6.

What are some of the most memorable long field goals in playoff games?7.

Have there been any rule changes that have affected the length of field goals in the NFL?8.

Who are some of the most prolific long-distance field goal kickers in NFL history?9.
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��20 longest field goals in nfl history: Placekicking in the NFL Rick Gonsalves, 2013-11-21 NFL
placekicking has quite a history, from the dropkick, to the placekick, to kicking barefoot, to soccer
style kicking. Each style of kicking is analyzed through statistics to show its effectiveness for field
goals and extra points. Also discussed is the use of artificial turf and the development of domed
stadiums and their effects on placekicking accuracy--
  20 longest field goals in nfl history: Pro Football by the Numbers Tom Kortemeier,
2016-01-01 Provides readers with interesting facts, charts, graphs, and info graphics about pro
football--
  20 longest field goals in nfl history: The 50 Greatest Players in Pittsburgh Steelers History
Robert W. Cohen, 2019-08-26 The 50 Greatest Players in Pittsburgh Steelers History examines the
careers of the 50 men who made the greatest impact on one of the NFL's most iconic and successful
franchises. The author ranks, from 1 to 50, the top 50 players in team history. Quotes from opposing
players and former teammates are provided along the way, as are summaries of each player's
greatest season, most memorable performances, and most notable achievements.
  20 longest field goals in nfl history: Boys' Life , 1994-10 Boys' Life is the official youth
magazine for the Boy Scouts of America. Published since 1911, it contains a proven mix of news,
nature, sports, history, fiction, science, comics, and Scouting.
  20 longest field goals in nfl history: Super Football Infographics Eric Braun, 2015 Key facts
and fun details about the game of football come alive through infographics. The 'data art' provides
opportunities for readers to visually take in information about the sport through charts ... and
illustrations--Amazon.com.
  20 longest field goals in nfl history: Land of 10,000 Aches Zeke Fuhrman, 2019-11-19
Professional sports returned to Minnesota in 1961, a year after one of the most successful pro sports
franchises left Minneapolis for Los Angeles in 1960. Since then, a history of last-second losses,
historically bad teams, draft busts, missed calls, terrible trades, disappointing playoff runs, blown
leads, under-qualified front office staff and coaches and untimely injuries. Yet, this fan base stays
loyal. For some reason. 'Land of 10,000 Aches' goes deeper into the most heart-breaking,
gut-wrenching, soul-crushing, even-I-could-make-that-field-goal moments in Minnesota sports history
with first-hand accounts from players, coaches and fans. Everybody remembers where they were for
the good things: the Minneapolis Miracle, Kirby Puckett's Game Six home run. But were you face



down in disbelief when Garrett Hartley kicked the Saints to the Super Bowl? Or forced into an
emotional fetal position watching the Eagles hang 38 unanswered points on the NFL's best defense?
Until names like Sal Bando, Ron Schock, Claude Osteen, Ed Thorp, Gordie Peterkin and Sergei
Krivokrasov make your stomach turn, you have a long drop into the doldrums of Minnesota
melancholy. This book is your guide down.
  20 longest field goals in nfl history: The Big 50: Green Bay Packers Drew Olson, Jason Wilde,
Bob Harlan, 2019-09-03 The Big 50: Green Bay Packers is an amazing look at the fifty men and
moments that have made the Packers the Packers. Longtime sportswriters and radio host Drew
Olson and Jason Wilde recount the living history of the team, counting down from number fifty to
number one. The Big 50: Green Bay Packers brilliantly brings to life the historic franchise's
remarkable story, from Vince Lombardi and Bart Starr to Brett Favre, Reggie White, Aaron Rodgers,
and beyond.
  20 longest field goals in nfl history: The 50 Greatest Players in Cleveland Browns History
Robert W. Cohen, 2022-11-01 The 50 Greatest Players in Cleveland Browns History examines the
careers of the 50 men who made the greatest impact on one of the National Football League’s oldest
and most iconic and franchises. Using as measuring sticks the degree to which they impacted the
fortunes of the team, the extent to which they added to the Browns legacy, and the levels of
statistical compilation and overall dominance they attained while wearing a Browns uniform, The 50
Greatest Players in Cleveland Browns History ranks, from 1 to 50, the top 50 players in team history.
Quotes from opposing players and former teammates are provided along the way, as are summaries
of each player’s greatest season, most memorable performances, and most notable achievements.
  20 longest field goals in nfl history: Latino Athletes Ian C. Friedman, 2014-05-14 Provides
short biographies of more than 175 notable Hispanic American athletes.
  20 longest field goals in nfl history: The 1958 Baltimore Colts George Bozeka, 2018-07-06
The 1958 Baltimore Colts were one of the greatest teams ever in professional football. Owned by the
controversial Carroll Rosenbloom and led by head coach Weeb Ewbank and six future Hall of Fame
players--Johnny Unitas, Raymond Berry, Lenny Moore, Jim Parker, Art Donovan and Gino
Marchetti--they won the NFL title that season, defeating the New York Giants in the first sudden
death championship game in NFL history. The Colts laid the foundation for the ultra-popular
spectacle football would become with the American public. They were a talented group of players.
Many had been rejected or underappreciated at various points in their careers though they were
loved and respected by the blue collar fans of Baltimore. This book tells the complete story of the '58
Colts and the city's love affair with the team.
  20 longest field goals in nfl history: The Eagles Encyclopedia Ray Didinger, Robert S. Lyons,
2005 The first comprehensive history of the Philadelphia Eagles.
  20 longest field goals in nfl history: The 50 Greatest Players in New England Patriots History
Robert W. Cohen, 2018-09-01 Perhaps even more than the Boston Red Sox, the New England
Patriots are the team of the entire northeast from Rhode Island to Canada. Here, sports historian
Robert W. Cohen ranks the 50 best players to ever take the field for the Patriots. Who can forget
Wes Welker, Troy Brown, Jim Nance, Ted Bruschi, and Tom Brady. They're all here in this
fascinating collection of bios, stats, quotes from opposing players and former teammates,
photographs, and recaps of memorable performances and seasons. This book is a must-read not only
for Patriots fans, but for all fans of professional football.
  20 longest field goals in nfl history: The Complete Idiot's Guide to Football Joe
Theismann, Brian Tarcy, Brian Billick, 2003-02-05 From high school games to the NFL, this guide
features the basics of offense and defense, players, rules, strategies, and even what to wear. New
coverage for this edition includes how the draft works, new technology on the field, and XFL, arena
league, expansion teams, and NFL Europe
  20 longest field goals in nfl history: Princeton Alumni Weekly Author, 2001
  20 longest field goals in nfl history: Simms to McConkey Phil McConkey, Phil Simms, Dick
Schaap, 1987 Giant underdogs Simms and McConkey talk about their lives and football careers,



their teammates, and their comeback victory in Super Bowl XXI.
  20 longest field goals in nfl history: Legends of the Jungle Mark Powell, 2017-03-24
Boomer Esiason still holds the Cincinnati Bengals record for most passing yards in a game and is
tied for the most 300-yard passing games. Jim Breech is the teams all-time leading scorer in points
and remains a beloved figure more than twenty years after his retirement. Cris Collinsworth led the
team in receptions and receiving yards several times in the 1980sand topped the team in receiving
touchdowns three times. But these great players and many others arent in the Bengals Hall of Fame,
and its for a simple reason: It does not exist. That needs to change, according to die-hard fan Mark
Powell. By creating its own Hall of Fame or Ring of Honor, the team would be paying tribute to its
great players and personalities. But it would need to determine who is eligible and who should be
honored first. Get a detailed look at one of the NFLs most interesting franchises, discover its rich
history, and decide for yourself who deserves to be among the Legends of the Jungle.
  20 longest field goals in nfl history: The NFL Media Information Book, 1983 , 1983-08
  20 longest field goals in nfl history: The 50 Greatest Players in Cincinnati Bengals History
Robert W. Cohen, 2024-10-01 The 50 Greatest Players in Cincinnati Bengals History examines the
careers of the 50 men who made the greatest impact on one of the National Football League's most
dynamic franchises. Using as measuring sticks the degree to which they impacted the fortunes of the
team, the extent to which they added to the Bengals legacy, and the levels of statistical compilation
and overall dominance they attained while wearing a Bengals uniform, The 50 Greatest Players in
Cincinnati Bengals History ranks, from 1 to 50, the top 50 players in team history. Quotes from
opposing players and former teammates are provided along the way, as are summaries of each
player’s greatest season, most memorable performances, and most notable achievements.
  20 longest field goals in nfl history: Hogs! George Schroeder, 2005 Schroeder takes readers
on a ride through the rich and colorful history of Arkansas Razorbacks football.
  20 longest field goals in nfl history: The 50 Greatest Players in Buffalo Bills History Robert
W. Cohen, 2023-09-08 The 50 Greatest Players in Buffalo Bills History examines the careers of the
50 men who have made the greatest impact on one of the National Football League’s most iconic
franchises. Using as measuring sticks the degree to which they impacted the fortunes of the team,
the extent to which they added to the Buffalo Bills legacy, and the levels of statistical compilation
and overall dominance they attained while wearing a Buffalo Bills uniform, this book ranks, from 1 to
50, the top 50 players in team history. Quotes from opposing players and former teammates are
provided along the way, as are summaries of each player’s greatest season, most memorable
performances, and most notable achievements.
  20 longest field goals in nfl history: The Raiders Encyclopedia Richard J. Shmelter,
2014-01-10 This is the definitive reference work on the NFL's Oakland/Los Angeles Raiders. Part I is
a season-by-season review, covering each game and player from every campaign. Part II includes a
complete all-time roster of players and coaches, with biographical information, along with
information on all draft picks, schedules, and individual awards and honors. Part III covers the
characters, from executives to cheerleaders, who made the Raiders one of the most colorful
organizations in professional sports, and details the franchise's historic stadiums and uniforms.
  20 longest field goals in nfl history: The Most Memorable Games in Giants History Jim Baker,
Bernard M. Corbett, 2010-09-09 With extensive reporting and engrossing storytelling, Jim Baker and
Bernard Corbett give us the scenes of one of the NFL's most successful and popular franchises.
Interviews with Giants legends who participated in these historic moments put us behind closed
doors in the commissioner's office during a fixed game in 1946, in the backfield wit Frank Gifford as
the Giants advance to the championship in 1958, and in the huddle with Eli Manning as he diagrams
the play that would result in the deciding touchdown in the 2008 Super Bowl. With an eye for
memorable details and historical significance, Baker and Corbett let the players themselves tell the
war stories that all Giants fans love to relive, and in so doing, construct an engrossing and exciting
history of the team and the sport. The book will also feature revealing statistical sidebars and fresh
analysis of the games that throw new light on the history of the team.



  20 longest field goals in nfl history: A History of NFL Preseason and Exhibition Games Mark
L. Ford, 2014-09-24 For fans of professional football who thought they had read everything about
the history of the game, Mark L. Ford breaks new ground with this account of the NFL preseason.
Described as “test labs” by Ford, the preseason games are a time for trying out new strategies,
considering future rule changes, and implementing television coverage innovations. For thousands
of players who vie for a spot in the league every summer, the preseason is also the defining moment
where careers can be made or broken. A History of NFL Preseason and Exhibition Games: 1960 to
1985 is one of two books by Ford on professional football’s preseason. Along with its companion
volume—which covers 1986 to 2013—this resource provides information on every NFL and AFL
preseason game played since the AFL was launched in 1960. All the interesting events and people
that were part of these summer battles are detailed, as well as the first outings for new teams, new
rules, and new stars. In addition, Ford includes amusing anecdotes and mishaps, such as a 1972
game that was lost because the players wore the wrong shoes. Throughout the book, Ford recounts
key off-season developments that would transform professional football from a modest enterprise
into a global monopoly with annual revenues and assets worth billions. A History of NFL Preseason
and Exhibition Games is a unique and important reference for pro football fans and cultural
historians alike.
  20 longest field goals in nfl history: The Official National Football League Record and
Fact Book,1985 National Football League, 1985-07
  20 longest field goals in nfl history: Historical Dictionary of Football John Grasso,
2013-06-13 Gridiron football or American football or just plain football is the most popular sport in
the United States in the 21st century. Although attempts have been made to develop the sport
outside North America, it is still predominantly a North American sport with similar games (but
significant rules differences) played in the United States and Canada. The Historical Dictionary of
Football covers the history of American football through a chronology, an introductory essay,
appendixes, and an extensive bibliography. The dictionary section has over 600 cross-referenced
entries on both amateur (collegiate) and professional players, coaches, teams and executives from
all eras. This book is an excellent access point for students, researchers, and anyone wanting to
know more about the sport of football.
  20 longest field goals in nfl history: Great Athletes Rafer Johnson, 2010 Features athletes
who excel in sports associated with the Summer and Winter Olympics.
  20 longest field goals in nfl history: Focus Al Ries, 2005-09-27 What's the secret to a
company's continued growth and prosperity? Internationally known marketing expert Al Ries has the
answer: focus. His commonsense approach to business management is founded on the premise that
long-lasting success depends on focusing on core products and eschewing the temptation to diversify
into unrelated enterprises. Using real-world examples, Ries shows that in industry after industry, it
is the companies that resist diversification, and focus instead on owning a category in consumers'
minds, that dominate their markets. He offers solid guidance on how to get focused and how to stay
focused, laying out a workable blueprint for any company's evolution that will increase market share
and shareholder value while ensuring future success.
  20 longest field goals in nfl history: From First Down to Touchdown David Boss, 1990-06
Explains the rules, terms, and strategies of professional football, and describes the role and
characteristics of each player on offense and defense.
  20 longest field goals in nfl history: The 1960s in Sports Miles Coverdale Jr., 2020-04-27 This
book includes the most significant sporting events of the 1960s, covering all the moments that
generated tremendous growth in professional and college sports in America during this decade. It
features stories such as Roger Maris breaking Babe Ruth’s home run record, Wilt Chamberlain
scoring 100 points, and Muhammad Ali beating Sonny Liston. Sports became a national obsession in
the 1960s as people tuned in on their new televisions to watch the exploits of some of the most
legendary athletes and teams in history. It was the decade of Mickey Mantle, Jim Brown, Bill Russell,
Bobby Hull, and Arnold Palmer, the decade when the Celtics dominated basketball, Joe Namath



delivered on his Super Bowl guarantee, and the Miracle Mets won the World Series. In The 1960s in
Sports: A Decade of Change, Miles Coverdale looks back at what was arguably the greatest decade
in sports history, when the sports world of today began to take shape during a very tumultuous
period of American history. At the start of the decade, thirteen years after Jackie Robinson broke the
color barrier in baseball, major league rosters were still populated mostly by white Americans. The
NFL and NBA were struggling financially and were much less popular than college football and
basketball. The Olympics were still open only to amateur athletes. But the sports landscape changed
dramatically in the 1960s. Coverdale traces this development by covering the significant events and
iconic players of the decade, including stars such as Sandy Koufax, Johnny Unitas, Bobby Orr, and
Jack Nicklaus. There were great teams and incredible rivalries, and professional and college sports
alike expanded and thrived. Featuring over 70 photos of legendary athletes and memorable
moments, The 1960s in Sports transports the reader back to a golden age in sports. With additional
coverage of important historical events such as the Cold War, Vietnam, and the Civil Rights
Movement, this book also reveals how social and political events impacted the sports world, making
it an invaluable resource for anyone interested in this significant decade.
  20 longest field goals in nfl history: Danny Sheridan's Fantasy Football, 1994 Danny
Sheridan, 1994-06 USA Today and Sport magazine writer Danny Sheridan presents a complete
analysis of every player in the NFL, a scouting report on the team's draft choices, and instructions
on how to organize a fantasy football league. For fans across the U.S. playing in fantasy football
leagues, here is a definitive source for drafting teams in 1994.
  20 longest field goals in nfl history: This Day in Sports Ron Smith, 1994
  20 longest field goals in nfl history: The 50 Greatest Players in Green Bay Packers
History Robert W. Cohen, 2018-09-01 The 50 Greatest Players in Green Bay Packers History
examines the careers of the 50 men who made the greatest impact on one of the National Football
League’s most iconic and successful franchises. Using as measuring sticks the degree to which they
impacted the fortunes of the team, the extent to which they added to the Packers legacy of
excellence, and the levels of statistical compilation and overall dominance they attained while
wearing a Packers uniform, The 50 Greatest Players in Green Bay Packers History ranks, from 1 to
50, the top 50 players in team history. Quotes from opposing players and former teammates are
provided along the way, as are summaries of each player’s greatest season, most memorable
performances, and most notable achievements
  20 longest field goals in nfl history: The NFL's Official Encyclopedic History of Professional
Football National Football League Properties, inc. Creative Services Division, 1977
  20 longest field goals in nfl history: Scholastic Year in Sports 2019 James Buckley Jr.,
Shoreline Publishing Group, 2018-11-27 The must-have guidebook for young sports fans is back for
its 10th edition with the latest news and features on the top athletes and sports moments from the
past year. A thrilling look at the past year for sports fans of all ages!Scholastic's annual Year in
Sports celebrates its 10th edition with a brand new 2019 release. The exciting coverage of this
year's sporting events features colorful photographs from right in the action, completely updated
facts and stats, plus special features on the 2018 Winter Olympics and more. Read about all of the
top athletes, championships, and legends. Featuring all your favorite stars in baseball, basketball,
football, and more, this book is perfect for sports newbies, as well as the most devoted fans.
  20 longest field goals in nfl history: Pro Football `88 Professor of Social History Peter King,
1990-03
  20 longest field goals in nfl history: The Football Book of Why (and Who, What, When,
Where, and How) Wayne Stewart, 2022-10-01 Why is a football field sometimes called a gridiron?
Who are some of the best left-handed quarterbacks ever? Who was the first Black quarterback to win
a Super Bowl? Why do players form a huddle when plays are called? When did quarterback sacks
become an official statistic? What is the record for the most passes thrown by a quarterback in a
game? This book provides a slew of questions and in-depth answers concerning the traditions, rules,
records, and history of pro football (and more). From the early days of football to the hugely popular



game seen today, Wayne Stewart answers questions even the most knowledgeable fan may have
pondered. Whether the topic is quarterbacks or coaches, famous “firsts” or memorable moments, if a
Who, What, When, Where, Why, or How? question is on your mind, this is the book for you.
  20 longest field goals in nfl history: Pro Football 1996-97 , 1997 Covering the 1996-97 NFL
season, from the preseason through the Pro Bowl, this anthology includes team-by-team profiles,
game-by-game recaps, player profiles, and more.
  20 longest field goals in nfl history: Official 1988 National Football League Record &
Fact Book National Football League, National Football League Staff, 1988 The same publication
that reporters and broadcasters use as their primary statistical reference, this year's edition records
the 1987 season with week-by-week reviews, comprehensive team rankings, top individual
performance charts, the 1988 schedule, and more.
  20 longest field goals in nfl history: The Sporting News this Day in Sports Ron Smith, 2000
  20 longest field goals in nfl history: The Football Book Lawrence T. Lorimer, John Devaney,
1977 Rules, terms, teams, history, and personalities are all covered in this encyclopedia of football.
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