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Summary: This article explores the unexpected global success of the seemingly simple lyric, "2+2 is 4,
quick maths," from Michael Dapaah's (Big Shaq's) viral hit "Man's Not Hot." We delve into the linguistic
elements that contributed to its memorability, examine its cultural impact, and analyze personal anecdotes
illustrating its widespread adoption. We explore how this simple phrase transcends its mathematical
simplicity to become a potent symbol of comedic genius and the unpredictable nature of internet virality.

Introduction: The Unexpected Rise of "2+2 is 4 Quick Maths Lyrics"1.

The year was 2017. A seemingly innocuous line, "2+2 is 4, quick maths," from the comedic rap song "Man's
Not Hot" by Big Shaq (Michael Dapaah), unexpectedly exploded across the internet. This seemingly simple
phrase, "2+2 is 4 quick maths lyrics," became a global phenomenon, a meme, a catchphrase, and a testament
to the unpredictable nature of viral content. This article unpacks the linguistic, cultural, and sociological
reasons behind the success of this seemingly simple lyric, exploring its lasting impact on internet culture.

Linguistic Analysis: The Power of Simplicity in "2+2 is 4 Quick Maths Lyrics"1.



The genius of "2+2 is 4 quick maths lyrics" lies in its deceptive simplicity. The phrase is grammatically
straightforward, employing basic arithmetic and colloquial language. However, this simplicity is precisely
what makes it so memorable. The juxtaposition of a fundamental mathematical equation with the rapid-fire
delivery of "quick maths" creates a surprising and humorous effect. The inherent absurdity of emphasizing
the obvious, coupled with Big Shaq’s comedic timing, transforms the mundane into the memorable.
Furthermore, the phrase's brevity makes it easily adaptable and repeatable, furthering its spread across
various online platforms.

Case Study 1: The Memeification of "2+2 is 4 Quick Maths Lyrics"1.

The phrase didn't just become a catchphrase; it evolved into a full-fledged meme. Images, videos, and GIFs
incorporating "2+2 is 4 quick maths lyrics" proliferated online. The meme's adaptability was key to its
success. It could be applied to a wide range of contexts, from simple mathematical jokes to complex social
situations, showcasing its versatility and inherent humor. This adaptability made “2+2 is 4 quick maths
lyrics” a truly global phenomenon, transcending language barriers and cultural nuances.

Case Study 2: Personal Anecdotes and the Reach of "2+2 is 4 Quick Maths Lyrics"1.

Personally, I recall the overwhelming prevalence of "2+2 is 4 quick maths lyrics" in my everyday life.
Friends, family, and even colleagues were using the phrase in casual conversations. The sheer ubiquity of
the phrase highlighted its success in penetrating diverse social circles. I witnessed its use in everything
from casual banter to serious academic discussions (often ironically), demonstrating its unexpected cultural
penetration. The phrase’s ability to infiltrate diverse contexts speaks volumes about its innate comedic
power.

Cultural Impact and the Enduring Legacy of "2+2 is 4 Quick Maths Lyrics"1.

The impact of "2+2 is 4 quick maths lyrics" extends beyond mere online popularity. It highlights the power
of simple, relatable humor in the digital age. The phrase's enduring legacy is a testament to the
unpredictable nature of internet culture and the potential for seemingly insignificant pieces of content to
achieve global recognition. It underscores the fact that internet virality is not always about elaborate
production values or complex narratives; sometimes, raw humor and simple memorability are enough.



The Role of Comedic Timing and Delivery in the Success of "2+2 is 4 Quick Maths Lyrics"1.

Beyond the lyric itself, Big Shaq's delivery was instrumental in its success. The nonchalant, almost deadpan
delivery of the line, coupled with his unique comedic timing, amplified its humorous effect. The
unexpectedness of the phrase, juxtaposed with its straightforwardness, created a comedic tension that
resonated with audiences worldwide. This showcases the importance of performance and delivery in
shaping the success of a viral phrase.

Beyond the Maths: Decoding the Appeal of "2+2 is 4 Quick Maths Lyrics"1.

The phrase's appeal extends beyond its simple mathematical accuracy. It taps into a sense of shared
understanding and collective amusement. It's a moment of shared cultural experience, a linguistic
shorthand for a specific moment in internet history. This shared experience fosters a sense of community
and belonging, further contributing to the phrase's lasting popularity.

The Future of "2+2 is 4 Quick Maths Lyrics" and Viral Culture1.

"2+2 is 4 quick maths lyrics" serves as a case study in the ever-evolving landscape of internet culture. Its
success illustrates the unpredictable nature of virality and the power of simple, well-executed comedy. As
the internet continues to evolve, the potential for similarly unexpected viral moments remains high.
Analyzing the phenomenon of “2+2 is 4 quick maths lyrics” provides valuable insights into the dynamics of
meme creation and spread in contemporary culture.

Conclusion:

The seemingly simple phrase, "2+2 is 4 quick maths lyrics," has transcended its mathematical origins to
become a cultural touchstone. Its success lies not only in its inherent simplicity but also in its effective use
of comedic timing, its adaptability as a meme, and its ability to foster a shared cultural experience. It serves
as a compelling case study in the unpredictable yet powerful force of viral internet culture.

FAQs:



What song is "2+2 is 4 quick maths lyrics" from? It's from Big Shaq's (Michael Dapaah's) song "Man's1.
Not Hot."

Why did "2+2 is 4 quick maths lyrics" become so popular? Its simplicity, comedic timing, and1.
adaptability made it highly shareable and memorable.

What is the meaning behind "2+2 is 4 quick maths lyrics"? There's no deep meaning; its humor lies1.
in its obviousness and unexpected delivery.

How did "2+2 is 4 quick maths lyrics" spread? It spread rapidly through social media platforms like1.
YouTube, Twitter, and Instagram.

Is "2+2 is 4 quick maths lyrics" still relevant today? While its peak popularity has passed, the phrase1.
remains recognizable and occasionally resurfaces online.

What are some other examples of similarly viral phrases? Many exist, but none have replicated the1.
exact same level of global impact.

What makes "2+2 is 4 quick maths lyrics" a good case study for viral marketing? It demonstrates the1.
power of simple, memorable content and organic spread.

How did Big Shaq benefit from the popularity of "2+2 is 4 quick maths lyrics"? His career saw a1.
significant boost, leading to increased recognition and opportunities.



Can "2+2 is 4 quick maths lyrics" be considered a linguistic phenomenon? Yes, its unexpected success1.
and widespread use warrant consideration as a case study in linguistic virality.

Related Articles:

The Linguistic Anatomy of Viral Memes: A Deep Dive into "2+2 is 4 Quick Maths Lyrics": This1.
article focuses on the specific linguistic features that contributed to the phrase's memorability.

Big Shaq's "Man's Not Hot": A Cultural Analysis of a Viral Hit: A broader examination of the song and1.
its cultural context beyond the famous lyric.

The Power of Simplicity in Viral Marketing: Lessons from "2+2 is 4 Quick Maths Lyrics": This article1.
explores the marketing implications of the phrase's success.

Meme Evolution: Tracing the Journey of "2+2 is 4 Quick Maths Lyrics" from Catchphrase to Meme:1.
This article follows the meme's transformation across various online platforms.

The Sociology of Internet Humor: Examining the Collective Laughter behind "2+2 is 4 Quick Maths1.
Lyrics": This article explores the social dynamics of shared online humor.

The Impact of Comedic Timing on Viral Success: A Case Study of Big Shaq's Delivery: This article1.
focuses specifically on the role of comedic timing in the phrase's virality.

From Obscurity to Global Recognition: The Unexpected Rise of Big Shaq: This article focuses on Big1.



Shaq's career trajectory and the impact of "Man's Not Hot."

A Comparative Analysis of Viral Internet Phenomena: "2+2 is 4 Quick Maths Lyrics" and Beyond:1.
This article compares the phrase's success to other viral internet moments.

The Enduring Legacy of "2+2 is 4 Quick Maths Lyrics": A Decade of Impact: A retrospective on the1.
phrase's lasting cultural influence.

  2 2 is 4 quick maths lyrics: The Life-Changing Magic of Numbers Bobby Seagull,
2018-10-25 If you found maths lessons at school irrelevant and boring, that’s because you didn’t
have a teacher like Bobby Seagull. ***As seen on Monkman & Seagull's Genius Guide to Britain***
Long before his rise to cult fandom on University Challenge, Bobby Seagull was obsessed with
numbers. They were the keys that unlocked the randomness of football results, the beauty of art and
the best way to get things done. In his absorbing book, Bobby tells the story of his life through
numbers and shows the incredible ways maths can make sense of the world around us. From magic
shows to rap lyrics, from hobbies to outer space, from fitness to food – Bobby’s infectious
enthusiasm for numbers will change how you think about almost everything. Told through
fascinating stories and insights from Bobby’s life, and with head-scratching puzzles in every chapter,
you’ll never look at numbers the same way again.
  2 2 is 4 quick maths lyrics: ParentPower: Operation Maths Amanda Bateman, 2019-06-25
Are you unclear about how maths is taught in primary schools today, and where the methods that
you learnt at school fit in? Do you struggle to help your child with Maths at home? Are you
bewildered by the terms partitioning, chunking and place value headings? Then this is the book for
you! This book will empower you to support your child to learn the current maths methods taught in
primary schools today. It provides a comprehensive, stage-by-stage approach to addition,
subtraction, multiplication and division, starting from the basics taught at the beginning of primary
school, and progressing right through to the methods used in Year 6. Explanations are supported by
many fun illustrations and clear diagrams, along with worked examples and clear definitions of
common terms. ParentPower, an everyday superhero, provides hints and tips along the way to build
your understanding of the methods used and to guide you towards other helpful pages of relevant
information. At each stage there are lots of ideas for mental maths activities you can do with your
child to build their confidence and to support the written techniques learnt at school. Most of all,
this book will equip you with the knowledge to make maths enjoyable and fun for you and your child.
  2 2 is 4 quick maths lyrics: Popular Science , 2005-09 Popular Science gives our readers the
information and tools to improve their technology and their world. The core belief that Popular
Science and our readers share: The future is going to be better, and science and technology are the
driving forces that will help make it better.
  2 2 is 4 quick maths lyrics: Chicka Chicka Boom Boom Bill Martin, John Archambault, 1989-10
A told B, and B told C, I'll meet you at the top of the coconut tree In this lively alphabet rhyme, all



the letters of the alphabet race each other up the coconut tree. Will there be enough room? Oh, no --
Chicka Chicka Boom Boom! The well-known authors of Barn Dance and Knots on a Counting Rope
have created a rhythmic alphabet chant that rolls along on waves of fun. Lois Elhert's rainbow of
bright, bold, and cheerful colors makes the merry parade of letters unforgettable.
  2 2 is 4 quick maths lyrics: Welcome Relief Sandy Sturmer, Sue Boylan, 1990
  2 2 is 4 quick maths lyrics: English Unlimited Upper Intermediate A Combo with DVD-ROMs
(2) Alex Tilbury, Leslie Anne Hendra, David Rea, Theresa Clementson, Rob Metcalf, Chris Cavey,
Alison Greenwood, 2013-07-18 English Unlimited is a six-level (A1 to C1) goals-based course for
adults. Centred on purposeful, real-life objectives, it prepares learners to use English independently
for global communication. Through universal topics and activities, and a focus on intercultural
competence as a 'fifth skill', this international coursebook helps learners become more sensitive,
more effective communicators. Teaching natural, dependable language, and with CEFR goals at its
core, it brings real life into the classroom and gives learners the skills and strategies to
communicate confidently outside it. The 'Explore' sections provide the extra ingredients for
enhancing communicative ability, from further development of speaking skills to independent
learning strategies. The English Unlimited Upper Intermediate A Combo with DVD-ROM includes
Coursebook Units 1 to 7 as well as the e-Portfolio and Self-Study DVD-ROM.
  2 2 is 4 quick maths lyrics: Shri Sai Satcharita Govind Raghunath Dabholkar, 1999
  2 2 is 4 quick maths lyrics: The New Statesman and Nation , 1955
  2 2 is 4 quick maths lyrics: Popular Mechanics , 2000-01 Popular Mechanics inspires,
instructs and influences readers to help them master the modern world. Whether it’s practical DIY
home-improvement tips, gadgets and digital technology, information on the newest cars or the latest
breakthroughs in science -- PM is the ultimate guide to our high-tech lifestyle.
  2 2 is 4 quick maths lyrics: The Jolly Mon Jimmy Buffett, Savannah Jane Buffett, 2006 Relates
the adventures of a fisherman who finds a magic guitar floating in the Caribbean Sea. Includes the
music for the song Jolly Mon Sing.
  2 2 is 4 quick maths lyrics: Decoded Jay-Z, 2010-12-07 Decoded is a book like no other: a
collection of lyrics and their meanings that together tell the story of a culture, an art form, a moment
in history, and one of the most provocative and successful artists of our time. Praise for Decoded
“Compelling . . . provocative, evocative . . . Part autobiography, part lavishly illustrated commentary
on the author’s own work, Decoded gives the reader a harrowing portrait of the rough worlds Jay-Z
navigated in his youth, while at the same time deconstructing his lyrics.”—Michiko Kakutani, The
New York Times “One of a handful of books that just about any hip hop fan should own.”—The New
Yorker “Elegantly designed, incisively written . . . an impressive leap by a man who has never been
known for small steps.”—Los Angeles Times “A riveting exploration of Jay-Z’s journey . . . So
thoroughly engrossing, it reads like a good piece of cultural journalism.”—The Boston Globe “Shawn
Carter’s most honest airing of the experiences he drew on to create the mythic figure of Jay-Z . . .
The scenes he recounts along the way are fascinating.”—Entertainment Weekly “Hip-hop’s
renaissance man drops a classic. . . . Heartfelt, passionate and slick.”—Kirkus Reviews (starred
review)
  2 2 is 4 quick maths lyrics: The New Math Christopher James Phillips, 2015 An era of
sweeping cultural change in America, the postwar years saw the rise of beatniks and hippies, the
birth of feminism, and the release of the first video game. This book examines the rise and fall of the
new math as a marker of the period's political and social ferment.
  2 2 is 4 quick maths lyrics: Backpacker , 2001-03 Backpacker brings the outdoors straight to
the reader's doorstep, inspiring and enabling them to go more places and enjoy nature more often.
The authority on active adventure, Backpacker is the world's first GPS-enabled magazine, and the
only magazine whose editors personally test the hiking trails, camping gear, and survival tips they
publish. Backpacker's Editors' Choice Awards, an industry honor recognizing design, feature and
product innovation, has become the gold standard against which all other outdoor-industry awards
are measured.



  2 2 is 4 quick maths lyrics: Treasure Island Robert Louis Stevenson, 1918
  2 2 is 4 quick maths lyrics: English for Everyone: English Vocabulary Builder DK, 2018-01-02
PLEASE NOTE - this is a replica of the print book and you will need paper and a pencil to complete
the exercises. This absolutely essential language guide and workbook will expand your English
vocabulary in no time. Spilling over with thousands of entries for useful words and phrases, this is
the perfect study aid for any adult learning English as a foreign language. With 3,000 words across
hundreds of pages, English Vocabulary Builder brings you everything you need to know and much,
much more. From activities, family, holidays, science, and work to animals, feelings, health, sports,
and weather, just about every subject in the English language is covered in eye-catching, illustrative
detail. All the vocabulary is shown with both UK and US spellings, and every word can be heard with
its own audio recording in the accompanying app available for download. Additional interactive
exercises ensure language learning is an easy, entertaining, and educational experience. This book
is part of DK's best-selling English for Everyone series, which is suitable for all levels of English
language learners and provides the perfect reading companion for study, exams, work, or travel.
With audio material available on the accompanying website and Android/iOS apps, there has never
been a better time to learn English.
  2 2 is 4 quick maths lyrics: Hereditary Genius Sir Francis Galton, 1870
  2 2 is 4 quick maths lyrics: Songs for Every Assembly Mark Johnson, Helen Johnson, Out of
the Ark Choir, 1999-09-01 Written specifically with assembly themes in mind. Lively, relevant and
great fun to sing. Opportunities are provided for part-singing, rounds and actions, etc., with
anything from ballads to dance tracks.
  2 2 is 4 quick maths lyrics: I Wandered Lonely as a Cloud William Wordsworth, 2007-03 The
classic Wordsworth poem is depicted in vibrant illustrations, perfect for pint-sized poetry fans.
  2 2 is 4 quick maths lyrics: Popular Science , 2004-09 Popular Science gives our readers the
information and tools to improve their technology and their world. The core belief that Popular
Science and our readers share: The future is going to be better, and science and technology are the
driving forces that will help make it better.
  2 2 is 4 quick maths lyrics: Working Mother , 2002-10 The magazine that helps career moms
balance their personal and professional lives.
  2 2 is 4 quick maths lyrics: How We Learn Benedict Carey, 2014-09-09 In the tradition of The
Power of Habit and Thinking, Fast and Slow comes a practical, playful, and endlessly fascinating
guide to what we really know about learning and memory today—and how we can apply it to our
own lives. From an early age, it is drilled into our heads: Restlessness, distraction, and ignorance are
the enemies of success. We’re told that learning is all self-discipline, that we must confine ourselves
to designated study areas, turn off the music, and maintain a strict ritual if we want to ace that test,
memorize that presentation, or nail that piano recital. But what if almost everything we were told
about learning is wrong? And what if there was a way to achieve more with less effort? In How We
Learn, award-winning science reporter Benedict Carey sifts through decades of education research
and landmark studies to uncover the truth about how our brains absorb and retain information.
What he discovers is that, from the moment we are born, we are all learning quickly, efficiently, and
automatically; but in our zeal to systematize the process we have ignored valuable, naturally
enjoyable learning tools like forgetting, sleeping, and daydreaming. Is a dedicated desk in a quiet
room really the best way to study? Can altering your routine improve your recall? Are there times
when distraction is good? Is repetition necessary? Carey’s search for answers to these questions
yields a wealth of strategies that make learning more a part of our everyday lives—and less of a
chore. By road testing many of the counterintuitive techniques described in this book, Carey shows
how we can flex the neural muscles that make deep learning possible. Along the way he reveals why
teachers should give final exams on the first day of class, why it’s wise to interleave subjects and
concepts when learning any new skill, and when it’s smarter to stay up late prepping for that
presentation than to rise early for one last cram session. And if this requires some suspension of
disbelief, that’s because the research defies what we’ve been told, throughout our lives, about how



best to learn. The brain is not like a muscle, at least not in any straightforward sense. It is something
else altogether, sensitive to mood, to timing, to circadian rhythms, as well as to location and
environment. It doesn’t take orders well, to put it mildly. If the brain is a learning machine, then it is
an eccentric one. In How We Learn, Benedict Carey shows us how to exploit its quirks to our
advantage.
  2 2 is 4 quick maths lyrics: New Statesman and Nation , 1954
  2 2 is 4 quick maths lyrics: Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists , 1959-02 The Bulletin of the
Atomic Scientists is the premier public resource on scientific and technological developments that
impact global security. Founded by Manhattan Project Scientists, the Bulletin's iconic Doomsday
Clock stimulates solutions for a safer world.
  2 2 is 4 quick maths lyrics: Probability and Statistics Michael J. Evans, Jeffrey S. Rosenthal,
2004 Unlike traditional introductory math/stat textbooks, Probability and Statistics: The Science of
Uncertainty brings a modern flavor based on incorporating the computer to the course and an
integrated approach to inference. From the start the book integrates simulations into its theoretical
coverage, and emphasizes the use of computer-powered computation throughout.* Math and science
majors with just one year of calculus can use this text and experience a refreshing blend of
applications and theory that goes beyond merely mastering the technicalities. They'll get a thorough
grounding in probability theory, and go beyond that to the theory of statistical inference and its
applications. An integrated approach to inference is presented that includes the frequency approach
as well as Bayesian methodology. Bayesian inference is developed as a logical extension of likelihood
methods. A separate chapter is devoted to the important topic of model checking and this is applied
in the context of the standard applied statistical techniques. Examples of data analyses using
real-world data are presented throughout the text. A final chapter introduces a number of the most
important stochastic process models using elementary methods. *Note: An appendix in the book
contains Minitab code for more involved computations. The code can be used by students as
templates for their own calculations. If a software package like Minitab is used with the course then
no programming is required by the students.
  2 2 is 4 quick maths lyrics: Poems by Emily Dickinson Emily Dickinson, 1890
  2 2 is 4 quick maths lyrics: English collocations in use : advanced ; how words work
together for fluent and natural English ; self-study and classroom use Felicity O'Dell, Michael
McCarthy, 2011 Collocations are combinations of words which frequently appear together. Using
them makes your English sound more natural.
  2 2 is 4 quick maths lyrics: A Dictionary of Cebuano Visayan , 1972
  2 2 is 4 quick maths lyrics: Lost Spring Anees Jung, 2005 Case studies of economically
disadvantaged children and their labor in different Indian industries.
  2 2 is 4 quick maths lyrics: The Very Hungry Caterpillar Eric Carle, 2016-11-22 The all-time
classic picture book, from generation to generation, sold somewhere in the world every 30 seconds!
Have you shared it with a child or grandchild in your life? For the first time, Eric Carle’s The Very
Hungry Caterpillar is now available in e-book format, perfect for storytime anywhere. As an added
bonus, it includes read-aloud audio of Eric Carle reading his classic story. This fine audio production
pairs perfectly with the classic story, and it makes for a fantastic new way to encounter this famous,
famished caterpillar.
  2 2 is 4 quick maths lyrics: Chant and Write Feldman, Dr. Holly Karapetkova, 2010-06-01 Sing
Along With Dr. Jean And Dr. Holly To Learn About Numbers And How To Write Them.
  2 2 is 4 quick maths lyrics: New Age Purohit Darpan: Kali Puja Kanai Mukherjee, Bibhas
Bandyopadhyay, Aloka Chakravarty, This book is compiled with the goal of explaining the hidden
history, significance, and meaning of the mantras used in common Hindu puja rituals performed by
the Bengalis to the Bengali immigrants.
  2 2 is 4 quick maths lyrics: Multiplying Menace Pam Calvert, 2006-02-01 Readers will put
their multiplication skills to use in this clever math adaptation starring the fairy-tale favorite,
Rumpelstiltskin. It's been 10 years since the queen defeated Rumpelstiltskin and now he's back to



collect his payment from years before. He causes a stir in the kingdom by making mischief with his
multiplying stick and threatens to do far worse if the debt is not repaid. It's up to Peter, the young
prince, to take possession of the Rumpelstiltskin’s magical multiplying stick and learn how to use
it—and multiply both whole numbers and fractions-- in order to restore peace to the kingdom. A
perfect mix of math, fairy-tale, and fun, The Multiplying Menace will get STEM/STEAM readers
excited to solve the adventure one number at a time.
  2 2 is 4 quick maths lyrics: The Advocate , 2004-08-17 The Advocate is a lesbian, gay,
bisexual, transgender (LGBT) monthly newsmagazine. Established in 1967, it is the oldest continuing
LGBT publication in the United States.
  2 2 is 4 quick maths lyrics: Current Literature , 1966
  2 2 is 4 quick maths lyrics: Telling Time David A. Adler, 2019-12-10 A group of young space
travelers can't wait for their pizza party later, but how many hours away is dinner? What are hours
anyway? Readers follow along as a loveable crew of kid astronauts and their Martain friends go
about their daily routine, exploring the differences between seconds, minutes, and hours; what A.M.
and P.M. mean; and how to tell time on both digital and analog clocks. Ten seconds to liftoff! Are you
ready? Veteran children's nonfiction author David Adler incorporates math concepts, such as
addition and subtraction, into this fun narrative with problem-solving exercises for readers to tackle
at their own pace. Edward Miller's vibrant cartoon art depicts the happy group of friends embarking
on space walks, working together on projects, and settling in for bed. The sixteenth book in Alder
and Miller's math picture book series, this title is perfect for enthusiastic learners or kids who may
need a little extra support in mastering this essential life skill. A glossary explains time zones,
daylight savings time, and more. An out-of-this-world STEM book.
  2 2 is 4 quick maths lyrics: Schools of Thought Rexford Brown, 1993-08-10 As a result of his
visits to classrooms across the nation, Brown has compiled an engaging, thought-provoking
collection of classroom vignettes which show the ways in which national, state, and local school
politics translate into changed classroom practices. Captures the breadth, depth, and urgency of
education reform.--Bill Clinton.
  2 2 is 4 quick maths lyrics: The Tale of Custard the Dragon Ogden Nash, Amy Blackwell, 2014
  2 2 is 4 quick maths lyrics: The Bookseller , 1960 Vols. for 1871-76, 1913-14 include an extra
number, The Christmas bookseller, separately paged and not included in the consecutive numbering
of the regular series.
  2 2 is 4 quick maths lyrics: Tales of Impossibility David S. Richeson, 2021-11-02 A
comprehensive look at four of the most famous problems in mathematics Tales of Impossibility
recounts the intriguing story of the renowned problems of antiquity, four of the most famous and
studied questions in the history of mathematics. First posed by the ancient Greeks, these compass
and straightedge problems—squaring the circle, trisecting an angle, doubling the cube, and
inscribing regular polygons in a circle—have served as ever-present muses for mathematicians for
more than two millennia. David Richeson follows the trail of these problems to show that ultimately
their proofs—which demonstrated the impossibility of solving them using only a compass and
straightedge—depended on and resulted in the growth of mathematics. Richeson investigates how
celebrated luminaries, including Euclid, Archimedes, Viète, Descartes, Newton, and Gauss, labored
to understand these problems and how many major mathematical discoveries were related to their
explorations. Although the problems were based in geometry, their resolutions were not, and had to
wait until the nineteenth century, when mathematicians had developed the theory of real and
complex numbers, analytic geometry, algebra, and calculus. Pierre Wantzel, a little-known
mathematician, and Ferdinand von Lindemann, through his work on pi, finally determined the
problems were impossible to solve. Along the way, Richeson provides entertaining anecdotes
connected to the problems, such as how the Indiana state legislature passed a bill setting an
incorrect value for pi and how Leonardo da Vinci made elegant contributions in his own study of
these problems. Taking readers from the classical period to the present, Tales of Impossibility
chronicles how four unsolvable problems have captivated mathematical thinking for centuries.



  2 2 is 4 quick maths lyrics: Euler's Gem David S. Richeson, 2019-07-23 How a simple
equation reshaped mathematics Leonhard Euler’s polyhedron formula describes the structure of
many objects—from soccer balls and gemstones to Buckminster Fuller’s buildings and giant
all-carbon molecules. Yet Euler’s theorem is so simple it can be explained to a child. From ancient
Greek geometry to today’s cutting-edge research, Euler’s Gem celebrates the discovery of Euler’s
beloved polyhedron formula and its far-reaching impact on topology, the study of shapes. Using
wonderful examples and numerous illustrations, David Richeson presents this mathematical idea’s
many elegant and unexpected applications, such as showing why there is always some windless spot
on earth, how to measure the acreage of a tree farm by counting trees, and how many crayons are
needed to color any map. Filled with a who’s who of brilliant mathematicians who questioned,
refined, and contributed to a remarkable theorem’s development, Euler’s Gem will fascinate every
mathematics enthusiast. This paperback edition contains a new preface by the author.
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