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Abstract: This article provides a comprehensive overview of the various
methodologies and approaches used in teaching and supporting "1st in sign
language," focusing on the importance of establishing sign language as a
child's first language. We will explore different educational philosophies
and practical strategies for parents and educators alike, highlighting the
critical benefits of prioritizing sign language acquisition from infancy.

Introduction: Understanding the Significance of "1st
in Sign Language"

The concept of "1st in sign language" refers to the deliberate and consistent
prioritization of a sign language (such as American Sign Language (ASL),
British Sign Language (BSL), or other sign languages) as a child's primary
language from birth or as early as possible. This approach is gaining
increasing recognition within the Deaf community and educational fields,
recognizing the profound impact of first language acquisition on cognitive
development, linguistic proficiency, and overall well-being. Contrary to
outdated practices, emphasizing sign language as a first language is not
detrimental to the development of other languages, instead it provides a



strong foundation for linguistic growth.

Methodologies for "1st in Sign Language"

Several methodologies support the "1st in sign language" approach. These
methodologies aren't mutually exclusive; many successful programs integrate
elements from several approaches.

Total Communication: This approach utilizes a combination of spoken1.
language and sign language simultaneously. While seemingly contradictory
to the "1st in sign language" principle, Total Communication can be
effective if the emphasis remains on the visual modality (sign language)
to ensure the child primarily acquires language through signing.
However, this approach has drawbacks as it can be less efficient in
language acquisition and sometimes confusing for children.

Bilingual-Bicultural Education: This approach emphasizes the1.
simultaneous development of sign language and the dominant spoken
language of the community. The crucial element is that sign language is
presented as the first and primary language, serving as the foundation
for future language acquisition. It promotes strong linguistic abilities
in both languages while fostering a rich understanding and appreciation
of Deaf culture. This approach is increasingly preferred as research
demonstrates significant advantages for cognitive development and
overall well-being.

Sign Language Only (or predominantly sign language): This approach1.
advocates for exclusive use of sign language in early childhood,
mirroring the way hearing children learn their first language.
Proponents argue this method allows for the most natural and efficient
language acquisition, minimizing potential linguistic confusion. This
methodology can be challenging for hearing parents unfamiliar with sign
language, requiring dedicated learning and commitment.

Cued Speech: Cued Speech is a system that supplements sign language by1.
using handshapes near the mouth to clarify sounds and distinguish
between similar-looking signs. This method is particularly beneficial
for children with hearing impairments who may still benefit from some
auditory input. However, this is not a primary focus of “1st in Sign
Language”. The core focus remains the acquisition of sign language as
the primary means of communication.



Parent-Child Interaction: Parental involvement is paramount in the1.
success of any "1st in sign language" program. Parents who actively
engage in signing with their children from an early age provide the
necessary exposure and interaction crucial for language development.
Supporting this, there are numerous programs and resources available to
train parents in sign language and facilitate meaningful parent-child
communication.

Practical Strategies for Implementing "1st in Sign
Language"

Several practical strategies can help parents and educators effectively
implement a "1st in sign language" approach:

Early Exposure: Begin signing with the child from infancy. The earlier the
exposure, the better the chance of developing fluent sign language skills.
Consistent Signing: Maintain consistent use of sign language throughout daily
routines, playtime, and interactions.
Immersive Environments: Expose the child to Deaf role models and Deaf
communities. This can include attending Deaf events, interacting with Deaf
peers, and utilizing online resources.
Age-Appropriate Signing: Adapt the complexity of the signs and language to
the child's developmental stage.
Positive Reinforcement: Encourage and celebrate the child's progress. Avoid
pressure or correction that might hinder language acquisition.
Professional Support: Seek guidance from sign language professionals,
educators specialized in Deaf education, and speech-language pathologists
fluent in sign language.

Benefits of "1st in Sign Language"

Research overwhelmingly supports the benefits of "1st in sign language."
These include:

Enhanced Cognitive Development: Early language acquisition stimulates brain
development and cognitive abilities.
Stronger Linguistic Skills: Children who acquire sign language as a first
language often develop stronger linguistic skills overall, with improved
vocabulary, grammar, and comprehension.
Improved Academic Outcomes: Strong language foundations are essential for
future academic success.
Increased Self-Esteem: Fluent sign language skills empower Deaf children and
build their confidence.
Stronger Cultural Identity: Exposure to Deaf culture fosters a sense of
belonging and identity.



Addressing Potential Challenges

Implementing "1st in sign language" can present challenges, particularly for
hearing families. These challenges include:

Lack of Parental Knowledge: Many parents are unfamiliar with sign language
and may require significant training and support.
Social Barriers: Some societal attitudes may discourage the use of sign
language.
Limited Resources: Access to quality sign language education and resources
may be limited depending on location and socioeconomic factors.

Conclusion

Prioritizing "1st in sign language" is crucial for the linguistic, cognitive,
and social-emotional well-being of Deaf children. By employing appropriate
methodologies, implementing effective strategies, and addressing potential
challenges, parents and educators can create supportive environments where
Deaf children can thrive linguistically and culturally. The benefits of this
approach far outweigh any perceived difficulties, paving the way for a
brighter future for Deaf individuals and their families.

FAQs

Is it harmful to a child's development to learn sign language before1.
spoken language? No, research consistently shows that early sign
language acquisition is beneficial and does not hinder spoken language
development in children with hearing impairments. It actually often
enhances overall cognitive development.

What if I'm not fluent in sign language but want my Deaf child to learn1.
it as their first language? Many resources are available to help parents
learn sign language, including online courses, in-person classes, and
community organizations. Consistency and commitment are key.

Can a hearing child learn sign language as their first language? Yes,1.
hearing children can learn sign language as their first language. This
can be a enriching experience, promoting bilingualism and intercultural
understanding.



How can I find a sign language interpreter for my child? Local Deaf1.
schools, community organizations, and online directories can help
connect you with qualified sign language interpreters.

What are some age-appropriate activities to promote sign language1.
development in infants and toddlers? Simple songs, interactive games,
and daily routines involving signing are all great ways to promote early
language development.

What are the long-term benefits of a child learning sign language as1.
their first language? Long-term benefits include stronger cognitive
abilities, enhanced literacy skills, and greater self-esteem, leading to
improved academic performance and overall well-being.

How do I choose the right methodology for my child? The best methodology1.
will depend on the child's specific needs and the family's
circumstances. Consult with professionals experienced in Deaf education
to determine the most suitable approach.

Are there any potential drawbacks to using a "sign language only"1.
approach? The primary drawback is that it can be challenging for hearing
parents who are not fluent signers. It also requires a high level of
commitment to ensure the child has sufficient language exposure.

Where can I find further resources and support for "1st in Sign1.
Language"? Gallaudet University, the National Association of the Deaf,
and various local Deaf organizations offer valuable resources and
support for parents and educators committed to "1st in Sign Language".

Related Articles:

"The Cognitive Benefits of Early Sign Language Acquisition in Deaf1.
Children": A research paper exploring the cognitive advantages of
prioritizing sign language in early childhood.



"Bilingual-Bicultural Education: A Best Practice for Deaf Children": An1.
article advocating for bilingual-bicultural education as a preferred
model for Deaf education.

"Parent-Child Interaction and Sign Language Development": A guide for1.
parents on how to foster language acquisition through active engagement
and meaningful interactions.

"Overcoming Barriers to "1st in Sign Language": A Practical Guide for1.
Hearing Families": A resource addressing challenges and offering
practical solutions for hearing families.

"The Role of Deaf Role Models in Sign Language Acquisition": An article1.
highlighting the importance of exposure to Deaf role models and the Deaf
community.

"Comparing Different Methodologies for Teaching Sign Language": A1.
comparative analysis of various methodologies used in teaching sign
language.

"Assessing Language Development in Children Using Sign Language": A1.
guide on assessing language development in children who communicate
primarily through sign language.

"The Importance of Deaf Culture in Deaf Education": An article1.
emphasizing the significance of incorporating Deaf culture into
educational programs.

"Case Studies: Success Stories of "1st in Sign Language"1.
Implementation": Real-life examples showcasing the positive impacts of
prioritizing sign language as a first language.



  1st in sign language: My First Book of Sign Language Joan Holub, 2004-01-01 Introduces
young people to the sign language alphabet.
  1st in sign language: American Sign Language for Kids Rochelle Barlow, 2019-10-08 The
easy way for kids ages 3 to 6 (and parents) to learn American Sign Language There has never been a
better way to start learning American Sign Language. Ideal for parents of nonverbal children or
children with communication impairments in the preschool or kindergarten age range, American
Sign Language for Kids offers a simple way to introduce both of you to ASL. Build your vocabularies
with 101 signs perfect for everyday use, all featuring detailed illustrations, memory tips, and
hands-on activities. American Sign Language for Kids helps you focus on the types of words you
need most with chapters conveniently divided by category. Get chatty with activities that guide you
through conversations. You'll be signing together in no time! American Sign Language for Kids
includes: 101 Helpful signs—From family and feelings to meals and playtime, work with your child to
master subjects that will help the two of you connect. Fun ways to practice—Discover enjoyable
activities at the end of each section that make it exciting and engaging to learn signs and start
conversing! Practical guides—Get useful advice for introducing signs to a child with autism, helpful
primers on deaf culture, and more. Discover an effective and meaningful way to deepen
communication with your child—American Sign Language for Kids shows you the way.
  1st in sign language: Baby Sign Language Basics Monta Z. Briant, 2018-06-26 In this newly
expanded edition, a renowned baby-signing expert provides more than 300 American Sign Language
(ASL) signs, illustrated with the same clear, easy-to-understand photos and descriptions. Since 2004,
Baby Sign Language Basics has introduced hundreds of thousands of parents and caregivers around
the globe to the miracle of signing with their babies—and left them wanting more! Baby-specific
signing techniques, songs, and games are also included to make learning fun and to quickly open up
two-way communication. Parents will meet real signing families and learn how to make sign
language a part of their everyday interactions with their children. Also included is a video signing
dictionary featuring all the signs from the book. Just point and click, and see the sign you want to
learn come alive! This is a must-have for all parents, grandparents, and anyone else who spends time
with preverbal children. After all, what parent or caregiver doesn’t want to know what their baby is
trying to tell them? Now includes streaming video, additional tips, advice, and updated resources!
  1st in sign language: A Basic Course in American Sign Language Tom Humphries, Carol
Padden, Terrence J. O'Rourke, 1980-01-01
  1st in sign language: The Everything Baby Sign Language Book Teresa R Simpson, 2008-02-01
Signing babies are taking over, asking for more milk and later nap times. Sure, they might not get
their way, but signing gives them a way to express themselves. Frustrated communication is often
the root cause of crying and tantrums in babies and toddlers. Usually it is caused by the lag between
a child's desire to be understood and their ability to form words. Sign language bridges this gap.The
Everything Baby Sign Language Book teaches parent and children to use a combination of sign
language and homemade gestures to communicate needs, wants and feelings. Using this book and
instructional DVD, baby and parent will be well on their way to using their hands to speak! Please
note: DVD is not included with the e-book version of this title
  1st in sign language: The Everything Sign Language Book Irene Duke, 2009-03-17
Discover the intricacies of American Sign Language with this comprehensive, essential guide to
learning the basics of sign language. The appeal of American Sign Language (ASL) has extended
beyond the Deaf community into the mainstream—it’s even popular as a class in high school and
college. You are guided through the basics of ASL with clear instruction and more than 300
illustrations. With a minimum of time and effort, you will learn to sign: the ASL alphabet; questions
and common expressions; numbers, money, and time. With info on signing etiquette, communicating
with people in the Deaf community, and using ASL to aid child development, this book makes signing



fun for the entire family.
  1st in sign language: Thriving Life Laura Berg, 2021-11-02 Learn how to cope, overcome
hard times, and not only survive, but thrive. Learn how to take charge of your life and transform the
way you view yourself, your relationships, and your experiences with this unique reference. Each
chapter discusses a specific issue that many people struggle with such as defining one’s own
happiness, dealing with rejection, and setting limits in relationships. With practical tips and a
step-by-step approach to help find what makes you happy, you will learn to stop selling yourself
short and how to rise above anything that life throws at you. Everyone has their own share of
struggles, but with the right tools and attitude, it is possible to overcome and flourish.
  1st in sign language: Barron's American Sign Language David A. Stewart, Jennifer
Stewart, 2021-01-05 Barron’s American Sign Language is a brand-new title on ASL that can be used
in the classroom, as a supplemental text to high school and college courses, or for anyone who wants
to learn proper ASL. The only American Sign Language book with comprehensive instruction and
online graded video practice quizzes, plus a comprehensive final video exam. Content includes topics
on the Deaf culture and community, ASL Grammar, fingerspelling, combining signs to construct
detailed sentences, Everyday ASL, and much more. More than 1,000 illustrations of signs with
instructions on movement--step-by-step with dialogue, tip boxes, and practice exercises and quizzes
throughout to reinforce retention and to track your progress. Essential Grammar: Our in-depth
explanations will help you to understand core grammar, sentence structure, and facial grammar.
Everyday Phrases: Sign phrases like hello or sorry that are used in daily conversations.
  1st in sign language: Sign Languages Joseph Hill, Diane Lillo-Martin, Sandra Wood,
2018-12-12 Sign Languages: Structures and Contexts provides a succinct summary of major findings
in the linguistic study of natural sign languages. Focusing on American Sign Language (ASL), this
book: offers a comprehensive introduction to the basic grammatical components of phonology,
morphology, and syntax with examples and illustrations; demonstrates how sign languages are
acquired by Deaf children with varying degrees of input during early development, including no
input where children create a language of their own; discusses the contexts of sign languages,
including how different varieties are formed and used, attitudes towards sign languages, and how
language planning affects language use; is accompanied by e-resources, which host links to video
clips. Offering an engaging and accessible introduction to sign languages, this book is essential
reading for students studying this topic for the first time with little or no background in linguistics.
  1st in sign language: My First Baby Signs Linda Acredolo, Linda P. Acredolo, Susan Goodwyn,
2002-05-07 Babies have a lot to say! My First Baby Signs introduces ten of the most popular signs
and provides parents a place to begin. Once baby waves bye–bye, the possibilities are endless. Baby
signing is easy and natural. Infants and toddlers can learn how to say what they need, what they see,
and even what they feel long before their vocal chords are developed enough to let them use actual
words. Both books include the most popular signs and provide parents a place to begin ‘talking‘ with
their little one from the start. In this revolutionary breakthrough in parent
  1st in sign language: Learning American Sign Language Tom L. Humphries, Carol Padden,
1992 This video along with the text teaches basic sign language in an uncomplicated format.
  1st in sign language: American Sign Language For Dummies with Online Videos Adan R.
Penilla, II, Angela Lee Taylor, 2016-11-11 Grasp the rich culture and language of the Deaf
community To see people use American Sign Language (ASL) to share ideas is remarkable and
fascinating to watch. Now, you have a chance to enter the wonderful world of sign language.
American Sign Language For Dummies offers you an easy-to-access introduction so you can get your
hands wet with ASL, whether you're new to the language or looking for a great refresher. Used
predominantly in the United States, ASL provides the Deaf community with the ability to acquire and
develop language and communication skills by utilizing facial expressions and body movements to
convey and process linguistic information. With American Sign Language For Dummies, the complex
visual-spatial and linguistic principles that form the basis for ASL are broken down, making this a
great resource for friends, colleagues, students, education personnel, and parents of Deaf children.



Grasp the various ways ASL is communicated Get up to speed on the latest technological
advancements assisting the Deaf Understand how cultural background and regionalism can affect
communication Follow the instructions in the book to access bonus videos online and practice
signing along with an instructor If you want to get acquainted with Deaf culture and understand
what it's like to be part of a special community with a unique shared and celebrated history and
language, American Sign Language For Dummies gets you up to speed on ASL fast.
  1st in sign language: Deaf Gain H-Dirksen L. Bauman, Joseph J. Murray, 2014-10-15 Deaf
people are usually regarded by the hearing world as having a lack, as missing a sense. Yet a
definition of deaf people based on hearing loss obscures a wealth of ways in which societies have
benefited from the significant contributions of deaf people. In this bold intervention into ongoing
debates about disability and what it means to be human, experts from a variety of
disciplines—neuroscience, linguistics, bioethics, history, cultural studies, education, public policy,
art, and architecture—advance the concept of Deaf Gain and challenge assumptions about what is
normal. Through their in-depth articulation of Deaf Gain, the editors and authors of this
pathbreaking volume approach deafness as a distinct way of being in the world, one which opens up
perceptions, perspectives, and insights that are less common to the majority of hearing persons. For
example, deaf individuals tend to have unique capabilities in spatial and facial recognition,
peripheral processing, and the detection of images. And users of sign language, which
neuroscientists have shown to be biologically equivalent to speech, contribute toward a robust range
of creative expression and understanding. By framing deafness in terms of its intellectual, creative,
and cultural benefits, Deaf Gain recognizes physical and cognitive difference as a vital aspect of
human diversity. Contributors: David Armstrong; Benjamin Bahan, Gallaudet U; Hansel Bauman,
Gallaudet U; John D. Bonvillian, U of Virginia; Alison Bryan; Teresa Blankmeyer Burke, Gallaudet U;
Cindee Calton; Debra Cole; Matthew Dye, U of Illinois at Urbana–Champaign; Steve Emery; Ofelia
García, CUNY; Peter C. Hauser, Rochester Institute of Technology; Geo Kartheiser; Caroline Kobek
Pezzarossi; Christopher Krentz, U of Virginia; Annelies Kusters; Irene W. Leigh, Gallaudet U;
Elizabeth M. Lockwood, U of Arizona; Summer Loeffler; Mara Lúcia Massuti, Instituto Federal de
Santa Catarina, Brazil; Donna A. Morere, Gallaudet U; Kati Morton; Ronice Müller de Quadros, U
Federal de Santa Catarina, Brazil; Donna Jo Napoli, Swarthmore College; Jennifer Nelson, Gallaudet
U; Laura-Ann Petitto, Gallaudet U; Suvi Pylvänen, Kymenlaakso U of Applied Sciences; Antti Raike,
Aalto U; Päivi Rainò, U of Applied Sciences Humak; Katherine D. Rogers; Clara Sherley-Appel;
Kristin Snoddon, U of Alberta; Karin Strobel, U Federal de Santa Catarina, Brazil; Hilary Sutherland;
Rachel Sutton-Spence, U of Bristol, England; James Tabery, U of Utah; Jennifer Grinder Witteborg;
Mark Zaurov.
  1st in sign language: First Signs Tina Jo Breindel, 2006-04 Presents commonly used signs for
parents and babies.
  1st in sign language: Sign Language Scholastic, 2008 A fresh new beginner's guide to
American Sign Language--with a poster of the sign language alphabet Featuring cool
computer-generated illustrations and a simple kid-friendly design, this reference book for the
youngest readers makes learning sign language fun and easy Learn 100 basic signs for everyday use
in helpful categories, such as Food, Colors, Animals, In the Classroom, and more Also included are
instructions on how to fingerspell the entire alphabet and numbers. For quick reference, this book
also comes with a bonus full-size poster of the ASL alphabet--perfect for home or the classroom
  1st in sign language: First Signs S. H. Collins, 2002 Some of the very first words for parents
and babies accompanied by photographs.
  1st in sign language: Number Signs for Everyone Cinnie MacDougall, 2008-01-01 Focuses
on using number signs in American Sign Language. Beyond counting, this book and DVD include
handshapes for expressing numbers in quantities, time, money measurements, game scores, and
more.
  1st in sign language: ASL Grammar Rochelle Barlow, 2018-06-08 ASL Grammar: The
Workbook is an instructional and get down to business workbook designed to make mastering the 3



most used ASL sentences possible. It's for ASL learners who are ready to stretch their skills and
make it happen already. Get ready to learn the rules, use the easy, step-by-step templates and cheat
sheets, challenge your skills, and figure out where to put each sign and why. Use the 5-step system
to gradually build your know how. This workbook is filled with examples, exercises, all the answers
(now you don't have to guess if you got it right), and access to a large resource library to see it all in
action. Stop the floundering & lose the doubt once and for all.
  1st in sign language: What Is Sign Language? Deborah Kent, 2012-01-01 Begins with the
story of Beanca, a girl who was born deaf and uses American Sign Language (ASL) to communicate,
and then goes on to explain the history of ASL--Provided by publisher.
  1st in sign language: American Sign Language Charlotte Lee Baker-Shenk, Dennis Cokely,
1991 The videocassettes illustrate dialogues for the text it accompanies, and also provides ASL
stories, poems and dramatic prose for classroom use. Each dialogue is presented three times to
allow the student to converse with each signer. Also demonstrates the grammar and structure of
sign language. The teacher's text on grammar and culture focuses on the use of three basic types of
sentences, four verb inflections, locative relationships and pronouns, etc. by using sign language.
The teacher's text on curriculum and methods gives guidelines on teaching American Sign Language
and Structured activities for classroom use.
  1st in sign language: The Five Love Languages Gary Chapman, 2009-12-17 Marriage should
be based on love, right? But does it seem as though you and your spouse are speaking two different
languages? #1 New York Times bestselling author Dr. Gary Chapman guides couples in identifying,
understanding, and speaking their spouse's primary love language-quality time, words of
affirmation, gifts, acts of service, or physical touch. By learning the five love languages, you and
your spouse will discover your unique love languages and learn practical steps in truly loving each
other. Chapters are categorized by love language for easy reference, and each one ends with simple
steps to express a specific language to your spouse and guide your marriage in the right direction. A
newly designed love languages assessment will help you understand and strengthen your
relationship. You can build a lasting, loving marriage together. Gary Chapman hosts a nationally
syndicated daily radio program called A Love Language Minute that can be heard on more than 150
radio stations as well as the weekly syndicated program Building Relationships with Gary Chapman,
which can both be heard on fivelovelanguages.com. The Five Love Languages is a consistent New
York Times bestseller - with over 5 million copies sold and translated into 38 languages. This book is
a sales phenomenon, with each year outselling the prior for 16 years running!
  1st in sign language: Baby Signs Joy Allen, 2008-02-14 Long before they're able to talk,
babies have a whole lot to say! Widen their world with this delightful modern classic—a must-have
for growing families and a perfect baby shower or new-baby gift. With this adorable board book of
essential signs, babies and toddlers can easily learn how to communicate their needs, wants, and
feelings and even make basic observations with a simple gesture. Studies show that babies who use
sign language feel less frustrated, throw fewer tantrums, and often learn to talk more easily. Just
point to a sign in the book, say the word while making the sign, and the baby will soon be signing.
Communicating a wet diaper or a hungry belly, asking for help or saying all done becomes as easy as
waving hello or good-bye. And these are just a few of the thirteen signs inside this small and
adorably illustrated board book, perfect for little hands and minds to grasp.
  1st in sign language: The Hidden Treasure of Black ASL Carolyn McCaskill, Ceil Lucas,
Robert Bayley, Joseph Christopher Hill, 2020-05-29 This paperback edition, accompanied by the
supplemental video content available on the Gallaudet University Press YouTube channel, presents
the first empirical study that verifies Black ASL as a distinct variety of American Sign Language.
This volume includes an updated foreword, a new preface that reflects on the impact of this
research, and an extended list of references and resources on Black ASL.
  1st in sign language: Lessons and Activities in American Sign Language Brenda E Cartwright,
Suellen J Bahleda, 2015-10-09 The challenge for any language learner is how to move from beyond
the dictionary to the wideness and variation of everyday use. This new, practical and comprehensive



text features a colorful range of information and practice elements to stimulate conceptual
vocabulary development and application. Joining Fingerspelling in American Sign Language,
Numbering in American Sign Language, and Multiple Meanings in American Sign Language this
fourth text in the Yellow Book series is perfect for use with beginning to intermediate American Sign
Language students.
  1st in sign language: My First Signs , 2004 Contains over forty key words based on American
Sign Language.
  1st in sign language: Sign Language for Kids Lora Heller, 2004 Color photos illustrate sign
language for numbers, letters, colors, feelings, animals, and clothes.
  1st in sign language: Perfect Phrases in American Sign Language for Beginners Lou
Fant, Barbara Bernstein Fant, 2008-10-01 Quick and easy phrases in ASL for daily life Perfect
Phrases for American Sign Language provides 150 essential phrases for hearing-impaired users of
ASL and those who interact with them. ASL expert Barbara Bernstein Fant--carrying on the work of
her late husband Lou--and illustrator Betty Miller make it easy for you to pick up key signs for
everyday communication without having to have prior knowledge of signing. This handy reference is
perfect for comfortably and confidently communicating with loved ones, coworkers, patients, or
anyone who uses ASL.
  1st in sign language: My First Book of Baby Signs Jane Smith, Lane Rebelo, 2021-08-31
Learn sign language alongside your baby with this adorable storybook for ages 0 to 3 Story time is
the perfect time to practice sign language with your child. My First Book of Baby Signs is part
storybook and part sign language guide, designed to encourage you and your baby to learn new
words and signs as you read together. Practice communicating with important, everyday signs for
everything from basics like eat, milk, and mommy to more advanced ideas like help, potty, and I love
you. This book makes it fun and easy to learn helpful baby signs with: Storybook style--Each sign is
presented with picture book illustrations that depict the word as well as both written and visual
instructions for how to sign it properly. Interactive learning--Model each sign for your baby as you
come to the word in the story, allowing you to learn and practice together. 40 Real ASL signs--These
signs are the accurate and up-to-date versions from American Sign Language, and you'll even find a
guide to the full alphabet and basic numbers. This book of baby signs is the perfect way to start
communicating with your baby before they learn to speak.
  1st in sign language: Signing For Dummies® Adan R. Penilla, II, Angela Lee Taylor,
2011-07-20 American Sign Language (ASL) is something we've all seen Deaf people use in
restaurants, hospitals, airports, and throughout the marketplace. The communication is fascinating
to watch; to see people sharing ideas by using handshapes and body language is remarkable in a
world so defined by sound. Signing For Dummies gives you a general understanding of the
properties of Sign, as well as an understanding of Deaf culture. Designed to act as an introduction or
a refresher, the book focuses solely on ASL. Although certainly not the only form of Sign Language,
ASL is the most popular in the Deaf community within the United States. Categorized by subject,
this illustrated guide covers grammar and sentence structure, along with the tools to get you going
in basic conversation by knowing how to Introduce and greet people Ask questions and make small
talk Order food and chat with salespeople Handle medical emergencies Talk on the phone Get
around town for fun or business Although speaking American Sign Language (ASL) is mostly a
matter of using your fingers, hands, and arms, facial expression and body language are important
and sometimes crucial for understanding Signs and their meaning. Signing For Dummies gets the
whole body into the action as the fun-to-read resource explores Signs that look like what they mean
Expression of emotions and feelings Signing sports and weather Compass points conversations:
Getting or giving directions Descriptions of where it hurts Deaf community customs, norms, and
culture Each chapter throughout the book invites you to practice specific Signs in a Fun & Games
section. Translation guides complement the video CD-ROM, which features demonstrations by ASL
Signers and actual conversations in progress – all designed to have you moving your hands, body,
and face to convey meaning that reaches way beyond linguistic barriers.



  1st in sign language: Signs of a Happy Baby William Paul White, Kathleen Ann Harper,
2017-02-07 “An inspirational and helpful resource for parents to help them learn how to foster early
communication with their children through baby sign language” (Sabrina Freidenfelds, MPH, IBCLC,
founder of Then Comes Baby). What does your baby want to say? You can find out even before your
baby can verbally speak by using baby sign language. Signs of a Happy Baby gives parents
everything they need to start signing with their baby, including a comprehensive dictionary with
easy-to-follow photos of fun and practical American Sign Language (ASL) signs, and tips for
integrating sign language into their everyday activities. Start signing with your baby now. What your
baby has to say will blow you away! “Places everything you need to know about signing with your
baby neatly in one place.” —Leah Busque, executive chairwoman and founder, TaskRabbit
“Brimming with tips and tools for getting started with baby sign language, Signs of a Happy Baby is
a practical resource for any parent who wants to know what’s going on in their baby’s mind.” —Mora
Oommen, executive director, Blossom Birth Services “A smart guide that’s not only fun, but filled
with research showing how baby sign language helps build your child’s language and cognitive
skills, allowing your child’s thoughts and feelings to be expressed, long before verbal communication
is possible. This book is a must for anyone who has or is working with a little one.” —Sheila
Dukas-Janakos, MPH, IBCLC, owner of Healthy Horizons Peninsula Breastfeeding Center
  1st in sign language: The Syntax of American Sign Language Carol Jan Neidle, 2000
Recent research on the syntax of signed language has revealed that, apart from some
modality-specific differences, signed languages are organized according to the same underlying
principles as spoken languages. This book addresses the organization and distribution of functional
categories in American Sign Language (ASL), focusing on tense, agreement and wh-constructions.
  1st in sign language: Theoretical Issues in Sign Language Research, Volume 1 Susan D.
Fischer, Patricia Siple, 1990-11-19 Only recently has linguistic research recognized sign languages
as legitimate human languages with properties analogous to those cataloged for French or Navajo,
for example. There are many different sign languages, which can be analyzed on a variety of
levels—phonetics, phonology, morphology, syntax, and semantics—in the same way as spoken
languages. Yet the recognition that not all of the principles established for spoken languages hold
for sign languages has made sign languages a crucial testing ground for linguistic theory. Edited by
Susan Fischer and Patricia Siple, this collection is divided into four sections, reflecting the
traditional core areas of phonology, morphology, syntax, and semantics. Although most of the
contributions consider American Sign Language (ASL), five treat sign languages unrelated to ASL,
offering valuable perspectives on sign universals. Since some of these languages or systems are only
recently established, they provide a window onto the evolution and growth of sign languages.
  1st in sign language: My First Signs , 2007 Read and sign along with Signing Time while
learning American sign language!--P. [4] of cover.
  1st in sign language: Nita's First Signs Kathy MacMillan, 2018 One of Book Riot's 6 Best
Baby Sign Language Books for Parents
  1st in sign language: A Historical and Etymological Dictionary of American Sign
Language Emily Shaw, Yves Delaporte, 2015 Dictionary of all know texts featuring illustrations of
early American Sign Language and historical images of French Sign language and linking them with
contemporary signs--
  1st in sign language: The Fox Family Adventures Chris Gorges, Johnni Gorges, 2020-05-25
Come join the Fox family through their fun and amazing adventures. The family is heading to the
beach for a relaxing day by the water. Ben and Emily have been looking forward do this day for a
long time! However when disaster strikes, Ben finds himself having to learn a lesson in forgiveness
and friendship.
  1st in sign language: American Sign Language Catherine Nichols, 2018-04-03 Learning a
new language is easier than you think! This informative book teaches you the basics of American
Sign Language. As many as two million Americans communicate with American Sign Language,
making it the third most-used language in the United States. American Sign Language uses



easy-to-follow photographs to teach you the alphabet, numbers, and simple words and phrases.
Divided into categories—such as animals, people, and pronouns—the book and accompanying flash
cards show you how to use your hands to communicate. Once you've learned the alphabet, you'll
build on that knowledge to learn the words for “friend,” “family,” and so much more! And when you
see how the words for “chicken” and “cat” evoke a chicken opening and closing its beak and a cat
stroking its whiskers, you'll truly understand how intuitive and enjoyable learning American Sign
Language can be!
  1st in sign language: Baby Sign Language Made Easy Lane Rebelo, 2018-06-12 Featuring ASL
signs plus fun songs and activities--Cover.
  1st in sign language: The American Sign Language Puzzle Book Justin Segal, 2003-04-24 An
essential accompaniment to the bestselling The American Sign Language Phrase Book, The
American Sign Language Puzzle Book is an entertaining way for anyone learning to sign to test and
build his or her knowledge. Featuring topics such as Everyday Expressions, Health, Clothing,
Numbers, Time, and Money, The American Sign Language Puzzle Book incorporates an engaging
variety of puzzle types, including scramble puzzles, word searches, matching puzzles, and
crosswords, which are all complemented by exceptionally clear and helpful illustrations.
  1st in sign language: The Gallaudet Dictionary of American Sign Language Clayton Valli,
2021-08-24 Created by an unparalleled board of experts led by renowned ASL linguist and poet
Clayton Valli, The Gallaudet Dictionary of American Sign Language contains over 3,000 illustrations.
Each sign illustration, including depictions of fingerspelling when appropriate, incorporates a
complete list of English synonyms. A full, alphabetized English index enables users to
cross-reference words and signs throughout the entire volume. The comprehensive introduction lays
the groundwork for learning ASL by explaining in plain language the workings of ASL syntax and
structure. It also offers examples of idioms and describes the antecedents of ASL, its place in the
Deaf community, and its meaning in Deaf culture. This extraordinary reference also provides a
special section on ASL classifiers and their use. Readers will find complete descriptions of the
various classifiers and examples of how to use these integral facets of ASL. The Gallaudet Dictionary
of American Sign Language is an outstanding ASL reference for all instructors, students, and users
of ASL. *Please note that this paperback edition does not include the DVD found in the hardcover
edition.
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