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Introduction:

The 1987 Ford Ranger, a compact pickup truck known for its reliability and ruggedness,
frequently featured a manual transmission. Understanding the nuances of the 1987 Ford
Ranger manual transmission is crucial for both maintaining its performance and
troubleshooting potential issues. This comprehensive guide delves into various aspects of
this transmission, providing methodologies and approaches for everything from routine
maintenance to complex repairs.

1. Identifying Your 1987 Ford Ranger Manual Transmission:

The 1987 Ford Ranger came equipped with several variations of manual transmissions.
Identifying your specific transmission type (e.g., 4-speed, 5-speed) is the first critical step.
This information is usually found on a tag affixed to the transmission case itself or within
your vehicle's owner's manual. Knowing the exact type helps pinpoint the correct parts and
repair procedures.

1. Routine Maintenance for the 1987 Ford Ranger Manual Transmission:



Regular maintenance is paramount for extending the lifespan of your 1987 Ford Ranger
manual transmission. This includes:

Transmission Fluid Changes: The frequency depends on usage, but generally, changing the
transmission fluid every 30,000-50,000 miles is recommended. Using the correct type of
transmission fluid as specified in your owner's manual is crucial. Incorrect fluid can damage
the transmission's internal components.

Clutch Inspection: Regularly inspect the clutch for wear and tear. Signs of a worn clutch
include slippage during acceleration, difficulty engaging gears, or a burning smell.

Shift Linkage Adjustment: Over time, the shift linkage can become loose or misaligned,
resulting in imprecise shifting. Adjusting the linkage ensures smooth and accurate gear
changes. This often involves adjusting the cables or rods connecting the shifter to the
transmission.

External Inspection: Check for leaks around the transmission case, boots on the shift
linkage, and the condition of the clutch slave cylinder. Addressing leaks promptly prevents
significant damage.

1. Troubleshooting Common 1987 Ford Ranger Manual Transmission Problems:

Several issues can affect the 1987 Ford Ranger manual transmission. Troubleshooting these
issues effectively requires a systematic approach:

Difficult Shifting: This could stem from various sources, including worn clutch components
(pressure plate, throw-out bearing, clutch disc), low transmission fluid, or a malfunctioning
shift linkage. A thorough inspection is needed to pinpoint the cause.

Grinding Gears: Grinding gears often indicates worn synchronizers within the transmission.
This might require a transmission rebuild or replacement. Low transmission fluid can also
cause grinding.

Clutch Slippage: A slipping clutch is usually caused by a worn clutch disc. It's often
accompanied by a burning smell. Replacing the clutch assembly is usually necessary.
Transmission Leaks: Leaks can be caused by a damaged transmission case, worn seals, or a
faulty output shaft seal. Identifying the leak source is critical for effective repair.

1. Repair and Replacement Methodologies for the 1987 Ford Ranger Manual
Transmission:

Addressing problems with the 1987 Ford Ranger manual transmission often involves
specific repair or replacement procedures:

Clutch Replacement: This is a relatively involved process that requires specialized tools and
mechanical expertise. It necessitates dropping the transmission to access the clutch
assembly.

Transmission Fluid Replacement: A simple but crucial task. It involves draining the old fluid,
refilling with the correct type and amount, and checking the fluid level.

Shift Linkage Repair or Replacement: This can range from simple adjustments to replacing



worn components. The specifics depend on the nature of the problem.

Transmission Rebuild: For significant internal damage, a complete rebuild might be
necessary. This is a complex process best left to experienced mechanics.

Transmission Replacement: In some cases, particularly with extensive damage, replacing
the transmission entirely might be the most cost-effective solution.

1. Sourcing Parts for Your 1987 Ford Ranger Manual Transmission:

Finding the correct parts for your 1987 Ford Ranger manual transmission is crucial. Sources
include:

Ford Dealerships: Can provide original equipment manufacturer (OEM) parts, but they
might be more expensive.

Aftermarket Parts Suppliers: Offer a wider selection at potentially lower prices, but always
verify the quality of the parts.

Online Retailers: Offer convenience but require careful vetting of suppliers to ensure
quality.

1. DIY vs. Professional Repair:

While some basic maintenance tasks, like fluid changes, can be handled by a DIY
enthusiast, more complex repairs, such as clutch replacements or transmission rebuilds,
require expertise and specialized tools. Attempting these repairs without the necessary
skills can lead to further damage and increased repair costs.

1. Finding a Qualified Mechanic:

If professional help is needed, finding a reputable mechanic specializing in older Ford trucks
is crucial. Check online reviews and seek recommendations.

Conclusion:

The 1987 Ford Ranger manual transmission, while generally reliable, requires proper
maintenance and timely repairs to ensure optimal performance. Understanding its
intricacies and employing the right methodologies, whether through DIY efforts or
professional assistance, is key to keeping your classic truck on the road for years to come.
By following the guidelines outlined in this guide, owners can prolong the life and enhance
the driving experience of their 1987 Ford Ranger equipped with a manual transmission.



FAQs:

1. What type of transmission fluid does my 1987 Ford Ranger manual transmission use?
Consult your owner's manual for the specific fluid recommendation.

2. How often should | change my transmission fluid? Every 30,000-50,000 miles is a good
general guideline, but check your owner's manual.

3. How much does a clutch replacement cost? The cost varies depending on labor rates
and parts cost. Expect to pay several hundred dollars.

4. Can | rebuild my 1987 Ford Ranger transmission myself? This is a complex task
requiring significant mechanical knowledge and specialized tools. It's generally best
left to professionals.

5. Where can | find a 1987 Ford Ranger manual transmission parts diagram? Online
resources like Ford's official website or aftermarket parts suppliers often offer
diagrams.

6. What are the signs of a failing clutch? Slipping during acceleration, difficulty engaging
gears, and a burning smell are common indicators.

7. How do | adjust the clutch cable on my 1987 Ford Ranger? This involves adjusting the
cable at the transmission and the pedal. Consult a repair manual for specific
instructions.

8. Why is my 1987 Ford Ranger manual transmission hard to shift? Several factors can
contribute, including worn synchronizers, low fluid, a misadjusted linkage, or a worn
clutch.

9. What are the common problems with 1987 Ford Ranger manual transmissions?

Difficult shifting, grinding gears, clutch slippage, and transmission leaks are among
the most frequently encountered issues.

Related Articles:
1. 1987 Ford Ranger Manual Transmission Fluid Change Guide: A step-by-step guide on
how to properly change your transmission fluid.

2. Troubleshooting Difficult Shifting in a 1987 Ford Ranger: Diagnosing and fixing shifting
problems.

3. Clutch Replacement for a 1987 Ford Ranger: A Comprehensive Tutorial: A detailed
guide on replacing the clutch assembly.

4. ldentifying and Repairing Transmission Leaks in a 1987 Ford Ranger: Locating and



fixing leaks in your transmission.

5. 1987 Ford Ranger Manual Transmission Rebuild Guide: A comprehensive guide on
rebuilding your transmission (advanced level).

6. Choosing the Right Replacement Parts for Your 1987 Ford Ranger Transmission:
Guidance on selecting quality parts.

7. Understanding the Shift Linkage System on a 1987 Ford Ranger: A detailed
explanation of how the shift linkage works.

8. Common Causes of Grinding Gears in a 1987 Ford Ranger: Exploring the reasons
behind gear grinding and their solutions.

9. Preventive Maintenance for Your 1987 Ford Ranger Manual Transmission: Tips on
keeping your transmission in top condition.
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