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Introduction:

The humble ignition module, a seemingly insignificant component in a 1979
Ford, holds a significant place in automotive history. Understanding the
intricacies of the 1979 Ford ignition module wiring diagram is not merely a
task for mechanics; it's a journey into the technological evolution of the
automobile. This article delves into the specifics of the diagram, exploring
its impact on the automotive industry and its relevance to classic car
restoration today. The 1979 Ford ignition module wiring diagram, though
seemingly simple at first glance, represents a pivotal moment in the
transition from mechanical to electronic ignition systems.

Understanding the 1979 Ford Ignition Module Wiring Diagram:

The 1979 Ford ignition system, unlike its predecessors, relied heavily on an
electronic control unit — the ignition module. This module, instead of



relying solely on mechanical points for timing, utilized electronic signals
to control the precise timing and duration of the spark. The wiring diagram
for this system shows the complex interplay between several components:

The Ignition Switch: The starting point of the electrical pathway.

Ignition Coil: Transforms low voltage into the high voltage necessary to
create a spark.

Distributor: Houses the rotor and cap, distributing the high-voltage spark to
the appropriate spark plug cylinder. Note that the 1979 Ford system utilizes
a specific distributor design crucial to understanding the wiring.

Crankshaft Position Sensor (CKP Sensor): In many 1979 Ford models, this
sensor provides the ignition module with crucial information about engine
speed and crankshaft position. This data is essential for precise spark
timing.

Ignition Module: The brain of the operation. It receives signals from the CKP
sensor and other inputs, processing the information to determine the precise
timing of the spark. Understanding the various inputs and outputs on the 1979
Ford ignition module wiring diagram is key to diagnosing problems.

Power Supply: The battery and associated wiring providing the necessary power
to the ignition module and coil.

The 1979 Ford ignition module wiring diagram illustrates how these components
connect. Tracing the flow of signals through the diagram allows for
troubleshooting malfunctions such as misfires, no-start conditions, or
erratic engine performance. Many online resources provide schematics, but
carefully verifying the specific model and engine type is crucial for
accuracy. A slight variation in the engine or options can affect the specific
wiring configuration.

The Industry Impact of Electronic Ignition Systems:

The shift towards electronic ignition systems, exemplified by the 1979 Ford
ignition module, represented a significant advancement in automotive
technology. This transition had several profound effects on the industry:

Improved Fuel Efficiency: Precise spark timing delivered by the electronic
system leads to more complete combustion, enhancing fuel economy.

Reduced Emissions: The improved combustion process translates into fewer
harmful emissions, aligning with emerging environmental regulations.
Enhanced Performance: Precise timing results in smoother engine operation and
improved overall performance.

Increased Reliability: Electronic ignition systems, while initially complex,
offered greater reliability than their mechanical predecessors, reducing the
frequency of component failures like worn-out points.

Technological Advancement: The adoption of electronic ignition paved the way
for more advanced engine control systems, ultimately leading to the
sophisticated engine management systems present in modern vehicles.

The 1979 Ford Ignition Module Wiring Diagram in Modern Contexts:

While the 1979 Ford ignition module wiring diagram may seem outdated in the



context of modern automotive technology, its study remains relevant for
several reasons. Firstly, understanding the basic principles of electronic
ignition systems is essential for diagnosing and repairing issues in older
vehicles. Secondly, restoring classic cars, including 1979 Fords, often
requires a thorough understanding of these systems. Finally, the evolution
from simple electronic ignition to more sophisticated engine management
systems can be effectively traced back to these earlier diagrams, providing
valuable historical context. The principles outlined in the 1979 Ford
ignition module wiring diagram form the foundation for the modern electronic
control units found in today's vehicles.

Conclusion:

The 1979 Ford ignition module wiring diagram, though seemingly a simple
technical document, represents a critical step in automotive history. It
highlights the transition from mechanical to electronic ignition systems, an
evolution that significantly impacted fuel efficiency, emissions,
performance, and the overall reliability of automobiles. Understanding this
diagram provides invaluable insight into the automotive industry's
technological journey and remains essential for classic car restoration
enthusiasts and automotive professionals alike. The simplicity of its design
belies its significance in shaping the modern automotive landscape.

FAQs:

1. Where can I find a 1979 Ford ignition module wiring diagram? You can
find diagrams online through various automotive repair websites, forums
dedicated to classic Ford vehicles, and in repair manuals specifically
for 1979 Ford models.

2. How do I identify the correct wiring diagram for my 1979 Ford? Ensure
you have the exact model and engine code of your vehicle to find the
accurate diagram.

3. Can I repair a faulty 1979 Ford ignition module? While some repairs
might be possible, many modules are best replaced.

4. What are the common causes of ignition problems in a 1979 Ford? Common
issues include faulty ignition modules, worn-out distributor cap and
rotor, bad ignition coil, and problems with the crankshaft position
sensor.

5. How can I test the components of my 1979 Ford ignition system? Use a
multimeter and follow a step-by-step testing procedure outlined in a
repair manual.

6. Are there any aftermarket replacements for the 1979 Ford ignition
module? Yes, several companies offer aftermarket replacements.



7. What is the difference between a points-type ignition and an electronic
ignition system? Points-type systems use mechanical contacts, while
electronic systems use transistors and sensors for timing and spark
control.

8. How does the crankshaft position sensor affect spark timing in a 1979
Ford? The sensor tells the ignition module the exact position of the
crankshaft, allowing for precise spark timing.

9. Is it difficult to replace the ignition module in a 1979 Ford? The
difficulty varies depending on the vehicle's model and access to the
module. A repair manual will provide detailed instructions.

Related Articles:

1. Troubleshooting a No-Start Condition in a 1979 Ford: This article
details common causes of starting problems and provides step-by-step
troubleshooting guidance, focusing on the role of the ignition module.

2. Understanding the Distributor in a 1979 Ford Ignition System: A deep
dive into the function and maintenance of the distributor, its crucial
role in distributing the spark, and its interaction with the ignition
module.

3. Replacing the Ignition Coil in a 1979 Ford: A practical guide on how to
replace a faulty ignition coil, including testing methods and safety
precautions.

4. Diagnosing Misfires in a 1979 Ford: An in-depth analysis of misfire
causes, focusing on the role of the ignition module and the importance
of the 1979 Ford ignition module wiring diagram in diagnosis.

5. How to Test a 1979 Ford Crankshaft Position Sensor: A step-by-step guide
on testing the CKP sensor and its influence on ignition timing.

6. The Evolution of Automotive Ignition Systems: A broader historical
perspective on the development of ignition systems from mechanical
points to modern electronic control units.

7. Common Mistakes When Working on a Classic Ford Ignition System: Advice
and tips to avoid common errors during repairs, ensuring the proper use
of the 1979 Ford ignition module wiring diagram.

8. 1979 Ford Ignition System Repair Manuals - A Comparison: A review of
various repair manuals, assessing their accuracy and helpfulness in
working with a 1979 Ford's ignition system.



9. Advanced Tuning Techniques for a 1979 Ford Ignition System: Exploring
advanced techniques for optimizing the ignition timing and improving
engine performance.

1979 ford ignition module wiring diagram: Ford Small-Block Engine Parts Interchange
George Reid, 2015-10-15 If there is one thing Ford enthusiasts have learned over the years,
deciphering which Ford parts work with which Ford engines is a far more difficult task than with
many other engine families. Will Cleveland heads fit on my Windsor block? Can I build a stroker
motor with factory parts? Can I gain compression by using older-model cylinder heads, and will it
restrict flow? Is there a difference between Windsor 2-barrel and 4-barrel heads? These are just a
few examples of common questions Ford fans have. These and many other questions are examined in
this all-new update of a perennial best seller. Thoroughly researched and, unlike previous editions,
now focused entirely on the small-block Windsor and Cleveland engine families, Ford Small Block
Engine Parts Interchange includes critical information on Ford’s greatest small-block engines and
goes into great detail on the highly desirable high-performance hardware produced throughout the
1960s, 1970s, and 1980s. By combining some of the best parts from various years, some great
performance potential can be unlocked in ways Ford never offered to the general public. Following
the advice in Ford Small-Block Engine Parts Interchange, these engine combinations can become
reality. You will find valuable information on cranks, blocks, heads, cams, intakes, rods, pistons, and
even accessories to guide you through your project. Author George Reid has once again done
extensive research to accurately deliver a thorough and complete collection of Ford small-block
information in this newly revised edition. Knowing what internal factory engine parts can be used
across the wide range of production Ford power plants is invaluable to the hot rodder and swap
meet/eBay shopper. Whether building a stroker Cleveland or a hopped-up Windsor, this book is an
essential guide.

1979 ford ignition module wiring diagram: Motor Auto Repair Manual , 1984 Spine title:
Motor auto repair. Provides specific instructions for the repair of cars built from 1979 to 1985.
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inspires, instructs and influences readers to help them master the modern world. Whether it’s
practical DIY home-improvement tips, gadgets and digital technology, information on the newest




cars or the latest breakthroughs in science -- PM is the ultimate guide to our high-tech lifestyle.

1979 ford ignition module wiring diagram: Chilton's Auto Repair Manual, 1983 Chilton
Automotive Books, 1982 Guide to maintenance and repair of every mass produced American car
made between 1976 and 1983.

1979 ford ignition module wiring diagram: Diagnosis and Troubleshooting of
Automotive Electrical, Electronic, and Computer Systems James D. Halderman, 1991 This
second edition is updated and streamlined to make learning electrical and electronic systems easy.
At the request of service technicians and instructors form throughout the United States and Canada,
information on computer sensors, high-intensity discharge (HID) headlights, antilock breaks, OBD l1I,
and digital meter usage have been included. A sample, ASE-style test is included in the appendix.
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Turner, Kerry A. Freeman, 1982

1979 ford ignition module wiring diagram: Automobile Electronics and Basic Electrical
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1979 ford ignition module wiring diagram: Complete Car Care Manual Reader's Digest
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1979 ford ignition module wiring diagram: Ford Fiesta 1977 thru 1980 John Haynes,
1965-06-01 Haynes offers the best coverage for cars, trucks, vans, SUVs and motorcycles on the
market today. Each manual contains easy to follow step-by-step instructions linked to hundreds of
photographs and illustrations. Included in every manual: troubleshooting section to help identify
specific problems; tips that give valuable short cuts to make the job easier and eliminate the need
for special tools; notes, cautions and warnings for the home mechanic; color spark plug diagnosis
and an easy to use index.

1979 ford ignition module wiring diagram: Haynes Ford Granada and Mercury Monarch
Owners Workshop Manual, '75-'80 Larry Warren, John Harold Haynes, 1983-02-06 Haynes offers the
best coverage for cars, trucks, vans, SUVs and motorcycles on the market today. Each manual
contains easy to follow step-by-step instructions linked to hundreds of photographs and illustrations.
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valuable short cuts to make the job easier and eliminate the need for special tools; notes, cautions
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Control Charles O. Probst, 1993 The authoritative, hands-on book for Ford Engine Control Systems.
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cars or the latest breakthroughs in science -- PM is the ultimate guide to our high-tech lifestyle.
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practical DIY home-improvement tips, gadgets and digital technology, information on the newest
cars or the latest breakthroughs in science -- PM is the ultimate guide to our high-tech lifestyle.
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In 1979, the United States officially severed diplomatic ties with the

Republic of China

. This decision marked a significant shift in U.S. foreign

policy, turning to view the People's Republic of ..

Historical Events in 1979 - On This Day

Historical events from year 1979. Learn about 681 famous, scandalous and
important events that happened in 1979 or search by date or keyword.

1979 Fun Facts, Trivia and History - Pop Culture Madness

On January 29, 1979, 16-year-old Brenda Spencer opened fire on the Cleveland
Elementary School from her house across the street with a rifle, killing two
people and injuring eight others. She said ..



1979: what happened that year? | TakeMeBack.to

The year 1979 saw some notable firsts: the first person killed by a robot,
the first gay and lesbian civil rights march on Washington, the first female
prime minister of the UK, the first discovery of ..

Timeline: A Look Back At The Year 1979 - Where Were You?
Oct 8, 2020 - Do you remember the year 19797 Where were you that year? Here's
a look back at everything that that happened during 1979.

What Happened In 1979 - Historical Events 1979 - EventsHistory
Oct 15, 2016 - What happened in the year 1979 in history? Famous historical
events that shook and changed the world. Discover events in 1979.

1979 Archives - HISTORY

Discover what happened in this year with HISTORY's summaries of major events,
anniversaries, famous births and notable deaths. On January 7, 1979,
Vietnamese troops seize the Cambodian ..

30 Facts About 1979 - OhMyFacts
Oct 11, 2024 - Discover 30 intrigquing facts about the pivotal year 1979, from
global events to cultural milestones that shaped history.

1979 ; he United S . Wikipedi
Events from the year 1979 in the United States. January 1 — The United States
and the People's Republic of China establish full diplomatic relations.
January 4 — The State of Ohio agrees to pay ..

Why 1979 Was the Year That Truly Changed the World - Newsweek

Oct 30, 2009 - Thirty years on, we are still being swept along by the
historic waves of 1979. The Berlin Wall is only one of many relics of the
Cold War to have been submerged by them.

1979 - Wikipedia

In 1979, the United States officially severed diplomatic ties with the
Republic of China . This decision marked a significant shift in U.S. foreign
policy, turning to view the People's Republic ..

Hi cal E {n 1979 - 0n This [
Historical events from year 1979. Learn about 681 famous, scandalous and
important events that happened in 1979 or search by date or keyword.

1979 Fun Facts, Trivia and History - Pop Culture Madness

On January 29, 1979, 16-year-old Brenda Spencer opened fire on the Cleveland
Elementary School from her house across the street with a rifle, killing two
people and injuring eight ..

1979: what happened that year? | TakeMeBack.to

The year 1979 saw some notable firsts: the first person killed by a robot,
the first gay and lesbian civil rights march on Washington, the first female
prime minister of the UK, the first discovery ..



Timeline: A Look Back At The Year 1979 - Where Were You?
Oct 8, 2020 - Do you remember the year 19797 Where were you that year? Here's
a look back at everything that that happened during 1979.

What Happened In 1979 - Historical Events 1979 - EventsHistory
Oct 15, 2016 - What happened in the year 1979 in history? Famous historical
events that shook and changed the world. Discover events in 1979.
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Discover what happened in this year with HISTORY's summaries of major events,
anniversaries, famous births and notable deaths. On January 7, 1979,
Vietnamese troops seize the ..

30 Facts About 1979 - OhMyFacts
Oct 11, 2024 - Discover 30 intriguing facts about the pivotal year 1979, from
global events to cultural milestones that shaped history.
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Events from the year 1979 in the United States. January 1 — The United States
and the People's Republic of China establish full diplomatic relations.
January 4 — The State of Ohio agrees to ..

Why 1979 Was the Year That Truly Changed the World - Newsweek

Oct 30, 2009 - Thirty years on, we are still being swept along by the
historic waves of 1979. The Berlin Wall is only one of many relics of the
Cold War to have been submerged by them.
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