
1940 plymouth business coupe

1940 Plymouth Business Coupe: A Deep Dive into
Automotive History

Author: Dr. Eleanor Vance, Professor of Automotive History at the University of Michigan,
specializing in American automobile production of the 1930s and 40s. Dr. Vance has
published extensively on the impact of economic conditions on automotive design and
manufacturing, and has curated several museum exhibits focusing on pre-war American
vehicles.

Publisher: Hemmings Motor News, a leading publisher of automotive enthusiast magazines
and books, known for its accuracy and detailed reporting on classic car history and
restoration. Hemmings has been a trusted source of information for collectors and
enthusiasts for over 70 years.

Editor: Mr. Arthur Miller, a veteran automotive journalist with over 30 years experience,
specializing in classic car valuation, restoration, and market trends. Mr. Miller has been
involved in the appraisal and authentication of numerous pre-war American automobiles,
including several 1940 Plymouth Business Coupes.

Keywords: 1940 Plymouth Business Coupe, Plymouth Business Coupe, 1940 Plymouth,
Classic Car, Vintage Car, Automotive History, Collector Car, Restoration, Valuation

1. Introduction: The Elegance of the 1940 Plymouth
Business Coupe

The 1940 Plymouth Business Coupe represents a pivotal moment in American automotive
design. Positioned between the opulent luxury cars and the more utilitarian models, it
offered a blend of style, practicality, and affordability that resonated with a broad range of
buyers. This in-depth report will explore the design, engineering, production, and cultural
significance of the 1940 Plymouth Business Coupe, drawing upon archival data, factory
records, and expert opinions to provide a comprehensive overview of this iconic vehicle.

2. Design and Styling: A Fusion of Form and Function

The 1940 Plymouth Business Coupe showcased a streamlined, Art Deco-influenced design
that captured the spirit of the era. Its low-slung profile, flowing fenders, and integrated
headlights reflected the contemporary trend towards aerodynamic efficiency. Unlike its
larger siblings, the Business Coupe prioritized functionality, with a focus on providing
comfortable and efficient transportation for both business and personal use. The
understated elegance of its design, however, belied the quality of its construction. The use
of high-quality steel and advanced manufacturing techniques ensured that the 1940
Plymouth Business Coupe was robust and durable. Its two-door configuration offered



practicality and a sense of intimacy, making it ideal for individual use or small business
transportation.

3. Engineering and Performance: A Reliable Workhorse

Under the hood, the 1940 Plymouth Business Coupe was powered by a robust 201 cubic
inch L-head straight-six engine, offering respectable power and efficiency for its time. This
engine, coupled with a smooth-shifting three-speed manual transmission, provided a
reliable and dependable driving experience. The 1940 Plymouth Business Coupe's
suspension system, featuring independent front suspension and a solid rear axle, offered a
surprisingly comfortable ride, even on less-than-perfect roads. This balance of performance
and comfort was a key factor in its popularity. The brakes, while relying on drum brakes on
all four wheels, were considered adequate for the era's driving conditions.

4. Production and Sales: A Successful Model

Plymouth, a division of Chrysler Corporation, produced a considerable number of 1940
Business Coupes. Precise production figures are difficult to ascertain without access to
complete, undisrupted Chrysler factory archives, however, sales records indicate that it was
a commercially successful model. Its moderate price point and practical design made it
attractive to a wide range of buyers, from small business owners to individuals seeking a
stylish yet affordable car. The 1940 Plymouth Business Coupe’s success contributed
significantly to Plymouth’s overall market share during that period.

5. Cultural Impact: Reflecting the Times

The 1940 Plymouth Business Coupe serves as a compelling snapshot of American life
during a period of significant social and economic change. Its design, reflecting the
streamlined aesthetics of the late 1930s, mirrored the optimism and progress of the time.
However, the approaching war clouds cast a shadow over the era, and the 1940 Plymouth
Business Coupe, like many other automobiles of its time, would soon be affected by the
shift towards wartime production. Its relatively simple design and efficient engineering
proved surprisingly adaptable to changing circumstances.

6. Collecting and Restoration: A Desirable Classic

Today, the 1940 Plymouth Business Coupe is a highly sought-after classic car among
collectors. Its affordability relative to other classic cars from the same era, combined with
its elegant design and relatively straightforward restoration process, makes it an attractive
option for enthusiasts. The availability of parts, though not always abundant, is generally
better than for some other pre-war vehicles. The restoration process can vary significantly
depending on the condition of the vehicle; a full restoration of a 1940 Plymouth Business
Coupe can range from a straightforward cosmetic refresh to a meticulous ground-up
rebuild.



7. Valuation and Market Trends: A Growing Investment

The value of a 1940 Plymouth Business Coupe is subject to several factors, including
condition, originality, and documentation. Generally, well-preserved and original examples
command higher prices than those requiring significant restoration. The market for pre-war
American cars, including the 1940 Plymouth Business Coupe, has shown considerable
growth in recent years, making it an attractive investment for collectors. However, potential
buyers should consult with experienced classic car appraisers to obtain accurate valuations
before making any purchase decisions.

8. Conclusion: A Legacy of Style and Substance

The 1940 Plymouth Business Coupe stands as a testament to the ingenuity and
craftsmanship of American automobile manufacturers during a pivotal moment in history.
Its blend of style, practicality, and affordability made it a popular choice for a wide range of
buyers, contributing to its enduring legacy as a desirable classic car. Its continued
appreciation in value reflects its place in automotive history and its appeal to a new
generation of collectors. The 1940 Plymouth Business Coupe's story is one of enduring
elegance and lasting value, reflecting the spirit of an era while maintaining its relevance
today.

FAQs

What makes the 1940 Plymouth Business Coupe different from other Plymouth models1.
of the same year? The Business Coupe featured a more streamlined, two-door body
style compared to the larger sedans and convertibles, emphasizing practicality and
efficiency.

How much is a 1940 Plymouth Business Coupe worth? The value varies greatly1.
depending on condition, originality, and documentation. A well-preserved example
could fetch tens of thousands of dollars, while a restoration project might cost
significantly less initially.

Where can I find parts for a 1940 Plymouth Business Coupe? Parts can be sourced1.
from classic car parts suppliers, online marketplaces, and specialized restoration
shops.

How difficult is it to restore a 1940 Plymouth Business Coupe? The difficulty varies1.
depending on the car's condition. Minor restorations are manageable for experienced
hobbyists, while major restorations require professional expertise.



What are the common mechanical problems associated with the 1940 Plymouth1.
Business Coupe? Common issues can include carburetor problems, electrical system
issues, and brake wear. Regular maintenance is crucial.

What is the fuel economy of a 1940 Plymouth Business Coupe? Fuel economy is1.
relatively low by modern standards, but it was acceptable for its time. Exact figures
depend on driving conditions and engine tuning.

Are there any clubs or organizations dedicated to the 1940 Plymouth Business Coupe?1.
While there isn't a dedicated club specifically for this model, many general Plymouth
or classic car clubs would welcome owners and enthusiasts.

What are the safety features of a 1940 Plymouth Business Coupe? Safety features1.
were minimal by modern standards, consisting primarily of basic braking and
structural integrity. Modern safety standards should not be expected.

How does the 1940 Plymouth Business Coupe compare to its competitors from the1.
same year? It offered a competitive balance of style, performance, and affordability
compared to similar models from Ford, Chevrolet, and other manufacturers.

Related Articles:

"The Evolution of Plymouth's Business Coupe Design (1930-1942):" Traces the design1.
evolution of Plymouth's Business Coupe throughout its production run.

"Restoration Guide: 1940 Plymouth Business Coupe": A step-by-step guide to restoring1.
a 1940 Plymouth Business Coupe, covering various aspects of the process.

"Engine Specifications and Performance Tuning of the 1940 Plymouth Business1.
Coupe": A detailed look at the engine's specifications, common issues, and potential



performance upgrades.

"1940 Plymouth Business Coupe: A Collector's Perspective": Interviews with collectors1.
about their experiences owning and restoring this model.

"The Market Value and Investment Potential of the 1940 Plymouth Business Coupe":1.
An analysis of the car's market trends, factors affecting value, and investment
potential.

"Comparing the 1940 Plymouth Business Coupe to its Main Competitors": A detailed1.
comparison of the 1940 Plymouth Business Coupe to similar models offered by other
manufacturers.

"Finding and Purchasing a 1940 Plymouth Business Coupe: A Buyer's Guide": Tips and1.
advice for locating, inspecting, and purchasing a 1940 Plymouth Business Coupe.

"The Social and Economic Context of the 1940 Plymouth Business Coupe": Examines1.
the social and economic forces that shaped the design, production, and sales of the
car.

"Preserving Automotive History: The Importance of Restoring the 1940 Plymouth1.
Business Coupe": Focuses on the importance of preserving classic cars like the 1940
Plymouth Business Coupe and their historical significance.
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includes more than 225 line-art illustrations.If you never thought you'd find yourself reading a
dictionary, this informative and fun book may surprise you. - Rod and Custom, October,
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airman and POW.
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created buyerÆs guide contains coverage of all Plymouth cars and trucks from 1928 through today,
including the new Prowler, plus all DeSoto cars from 1929 through 1961. Packed with hundreds of
photos on your favorite models. Our unique 5-star rating system helps you determine the
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