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1. Introduction: The 1939 Plymouth Business Coupe -
A Symbol of an Era

The 1939 Plymouth Business Coupe represents a fascinating intersection of
American automotive design, economic realities, and evolving societal needs.
This article delves into a detailed analysis of this iconic vehicle,
exploring its design features, mechanical specifications, historical context,
and lasting impact on automotive history. The 1939 Plymouth Business Coupe,
unlike its flashier siblings, offered practicality and affordability,
solidifying its place as a workhorse for professionals and entrepreneurs
alike.

2. Design and Styling: Streamlining and
Functionality

The 1939 Plymouth Business Coupe showcased the then-modern "streamlined"
aesthetic, characterized by its flowing lines and rounded fenders. Unlike



larger, more luxurious models, the Business Coupe prioritized functionality
over ornate detailing. Its design, however, was far from austere. The smooth,
sweeping body lines reflected the contemporary design language, while the
overall silhouette conveyed a sense of sleek efficiency. The absence of
unnecessary chrome trim gave the 1939 Plymouth Business Coupe a clean,
uncluttered look that resonated with its target market. This minimalism
contributed to its aerodynamic efficiency, an increasingly important factor
in automotive design at the time. The Business Coupe's two-door configuration
provided easy access for business professionals, and its relatively compact
size made it maneuverable in urban environments.

3. Mechanical Specifications: Performance and
Reliability

The 1939 Plymouth Business Coupe was powered by Plymouth's dependable 201
cubic inch L-head straight-six engine. This engine, renowned for its
reliability and longevity, produced approximately 92 horsepower — a
respectable figure for the time. The engine was mated to a three-speed manual
transmission, delivering efficient power delivery and sufficient performance
for daily driving. The independent front suspension provided a surprisingly
smooth ride, a significant improvement over earlier designs. The robust
chassis ensured a stable and safe driving experience, even on less-than-
perfect roads. These mechanical features contributed to the 1939 Plymouth
Business Coupe's reputation for durability and dependability, making it a
practical choice for commercial use.

4. Historical Context: The Economic Landscape of
1939

The launch of the 1939 Plymouth Business Coupe coincided with a period of
economic recovery following the Great Depression. The car was positioned as
an affordable and reliable transportation solution for small business owners,
salesmen, and professionals. Its price point made it accessible to a wider
range of buyers than more expensive models, contributing to its popularity.
The emphasis on practicality and functionality reflected the economic
realities of the time, where efficiency and value for money were paramount.
The 1939 Plymouth Business Coupe became a symbol of post-Depression optimism
and the growing entrepreneurial spirit.

5. Production Numbers and Market Reception: A
Commercial Success

While precise production figures for the 1939 Plymouth Business Coupe are
difficult to isolate from overall Plymouth production data, historical
records suggest it was a relatively high-volume model, reflecting its
significant market demand. Contemporary reviews praised its reliability,
affordability, and practicality. The car's success highlights the



effectiveness of Plymouth's strategy in targeting a specific niche market
segment. The 1939 Plymouth Business Coupe filled a void in the market,
providing a blend of functionality, style, and value that resonated with
consumers.

6. The 1939 Plymouth Business Coupe Today:
Collecting and Restoration

Today, the 1939 Plymouth Business Coupe is a highly sought-after classic car
among collectors and enthusiasts. Its relatively affordable price point
compared to some other classic cars, combined with its historical
significance and charming aesthetics, makes it an attractive investment.
Restoring a 1939 Plymouth Business Coupe can be a rewarding project, offering
a glimpse into the automotive craftsmanship of the past. The availability of
parts, while potentially challenging, is relatively better than for some
other similarly aged vehicles.

7. Cultural Impact: The 1939 Plymouth Business Coupe
in Media

While not as prominently featured in popular culture as some other iconic
vehicles, the 1939 Plymouth Business Coupe has made occasional appearances in
films and television shows, often portraying the era’s working class and
entrepreneurial spirit. Its understated elegance provides a period-
appropriate backdrop, subtly reflecting the time without dominating the
scene. Its presence often serves to add an element of historical
authenticity.

8. Conclusion: A Legacy of Practicality and Style

The 1939 Plymouth Business Coupe stands as a testament to the ingenuity and
practicality of American automotive engineering during a pivotal period. Its
blend of stylish design, reliable mechanics, and affordable price made it a
commercial success and a cultural symbol of the era. Even today, the 1939
Plymouth Business Coupe remains a desirable classic car, appreciated for its
historical significance and enduring appeal. Its legacy serves as a reminder
of the important role automobiles played in shaping American society and
economy.

FAQs

1. What is the average price of a restored 1939 Plymouth Business Coupe?
The price varies greatly depending on condition, restoration quality,
and originality, ranging from $20,000 to upwards of $50,000 for
exceptionally well-preserved examples.



. How common are parts for a 1939 Plymouth Business Coupe? Parts
availability is relatively better than for some comparable vintage
vehicles, though sourcing some specific items might require specialized
suppliers or restoration specialists.

. What were the main competitors to the 1939 Plymouth Business Coupe? Key
competitors included similar-sized offerings from Ford and Chevrolet,
such as the Ford Coupe and Chevrolet Business Coupe.

. What were the typical occupations of owners of the 1939 Plymouth
Business Coupe? Owners included salesmen, small business owners,
doctors, and other professionals who needed reliable transportation for
their work.

. Did the 1939 Plymouth Business Coupe have any notable safety features?
While safety standards were different in 1939, the car featured a sturdy
frame and improved braking compared to earlier models. However, modern
safety features were absent.

. What is the fuel economy of a 1939 Plymouth Business Coupe? Fuel economy
varied depending on driving conditions, but it likely achieved a
respectable fuel economy for its size and engine. Specific figures are
difficult to find, but estimations put it in the range of 15-20 mpg.

. Where can I find information on restoring a 1939 Plymouth Business
Coupe? Numerous online resources, classic car clubs, and restoration
specialists provide invaluable information and guidance on restoring
this model.

. What are the common mechanical issues associated with this model? Common

issues can include carburetor problems, ignition system malfunctions,
and issues related to the aging of the electrical system.



1. Are there any notable clubs or organizations dedicated to the 1939
Plymouth Business Coupe? While no specific club is solely dedicated to
this model, several Plymouth enthusiasts' clubs and classic car
organizations include members with this model in their collection.

Related Articles

1. "Plymouth's Pioneering Spirit: The Evolution of the Plymouth Business
Coupe Line (1934-1942)": This article traces the design and engineering
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1. "Engine Specifications and Performance Metrics for the 1939 Plymouth
Business Coupe": An in-depth technical analysis of the car’s engine,
transmission, and performance characteristics.
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