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Main Themes That Exist in Poe's Writing: A Deep
Dive into the Master of the Macabre

Introduction: Edgar Allan Poe, a name synonymous with darkness, mystery, and
the macabre, continues to captivate readers centuries after his death. His
chilling tales and haunting poems explore the depths of the human psyche,
delving into themes that remain both timeless and unsettling. This in-depth
exploration will dissect the primary thematic elements consistently present
in Poe's extensive body of work, revealing the enduring power and enduring
relevance of his literary contributions. Understanding these core themes is
crucial for truly appreciating the complexity and lasting impact of Poe's
literary genius, allowing for a deeper engagement with his narratives and a
clearer understanding of his enduring legacy. We'll delve into the darkness,
uncovering the recurring motifs that solidified his place as a master of
gothic horror and psychological suspense.

Outline:

I. Death and Decay: Exploring Poe's fascination with mortality,
decomposition, and the morbid.
II. Madness and the Unreliable Narrator: Analyzing the prevalence of mental
instability and its impact on storytelling.
III. The Supernatural and the Gothic: Examining Poe's use of the uncanny, the
mysterious, and gothic atmosphere to create suspense.
IV. Loss and Grief: Investigating the recurring motifs of bereavement,
trauma, and the inability to overcome loss.
V. Beauty and the Grotesque: Dissecting the paradoxical juxtaposition of
beauty and horror in Poe's works.
VI. Revenge and Retribution: Uncovering the darker side of human nature and
the consequences of vengeful acts.
VII. The Doppelganger Motif: Analyzing the recurring theme of the double and
its psychological implications.

I. Death and Decay:

Death and Decay: A Constant Companion in Poe's World

Death is not merely a plot device in Poe's stories; it's a pervasive
presence, often depicted with graphic detail. From the decaying corpses in
"The Premature Burial" to the decomposing body in "The Fall of the House of
Usher," Poe revels in the visceral reality of mortality. This fascination
isn't simply morbid; it serves as a potent reminder of humanity's fragility



and our inevitable confrontation with the end. He uses vivid descriptions of
decomposition to amplify the unsettling atmosphere and psychological impact
on his characters. The fear of premature burial, a common anxiety of the
time, is explored directly and indirectly in several of his works, reflecting
a societal fear and adding a layer of relatable terror.

II. Madness and the Unreliable Narrator:

Madness and the Unreliable Narrator: Blurring the
Lines of Reality

Many of Poe's most famous narratives feature narrators grappling with some
degree of mental instability. This technique creates an unreliable
perspective, leaving the reader questioning the validity of the events
described. In stories like "The Tell-Tale Heart," the narrator's descent into
madness is central to the plot, making the reader complicit in his descent
into paranoia and guilt. This blurring of lines between reality and
perception heightens the psychological tension and unsettles the reader,
forcing them to question their own interpretations of the events. The reader
becomes a participant in the unraveling of the narrator's sanity,
experiencing the same disorientation and doubt.

III. The Supernatural and the Gothic:

The Supernatural and the Gothic: Creating
Atmospheres of Dread

Poe masterfully employs elements of the gothic and supernatural to create
atmospheres of suspense and dread. Dark, decaying mansions, oppressive
shadows, and inexplicable occurrences are hallmarks of his style. In "The
Fall of the House of Usher," the decaying mansion mirrors the mental and
physical deterioration of its inhabitants, creating a powerful symbol of
decay and impending doom. The supernatural elements, while often ambiguous,
heighten the sense of unease and uncertainty, leaving the reader questioning
the nature of reality itself. This careful blend of the tangible and the
intangible fuels Poe's signature blend of horror and suspense.

IV. Loss and Grief:

Loss and Grief: The Unbearable Weight of Sorrow



A recurring theme throughout Poe's work is the devastating impact of loss and
grief. The death of his mother and foster mother profoundly impacted his
life, and this trauma manifests in his writing through characters consumed by
sorrow and unable to escape their past. The inability to cope with loss often
leads to self-destruction or a descent into madness, as seen in many of his
tales. This exploration of grief's profound and lingering effect is a
powerful reminder of the human capacity for suffering and the complexities of
the grieving process.

V. Beauty and the Grotesque:

Beauty and the Grotesque: A Paradoxical
Juxtaposition

Poe often juxtaposes beauty and the grotesque, creating a disturbing yet
captivating effect. The beautiful, often fragile, female characters in his
stories often serve as a counterpoint to the horrifying events that surround
them. This juxtaposition reinforces the unsettling nature of his work,
reminding us that even in the midst of beauty, darkness and horror can lurk.
This paradoxical pairing unsettles the reader and leaves a lingering sense of
unease long after the story concludes.

VI. Revenge and Retribution:

Revenge and Retribution: The Dark Side of Human
Nature

The pursuit of revenge is a common theme in Poe's stories, revealing a darker
aspect of human nature. Characters driven by vengeance often succumb to their
own destructive impulses, highlighting the self-destructive nature of hatred.
Poe often uses the theme of revenge to explore the complexities of justice
and the devastating consequences of unchecked rage, offering cautionary tales
about the perils of obsession and retribution.

VII. The Doppelganger Motif:

The Doppelganger Motif: Exploring the Self and the
Other

The doppelganger, or double, appears frequently in Poe's writing, symbolizing



the duality of human nature and the internal struggles within the self. The
appearance of a double often represents repressed aspects of personality or a
fractured sense of self, adding another layer of psychological depth to his
narratives. This exploration of the subconscious adds another layer of
unsettling complexity to his already haunting stories.

Conclusion:

Edgar Allan Poe's enduring appeal lies in his exploration of universal human
experiences – death, madness, loss, and revenge – through a uniquely dark and
unsettling lens. His masterful use of atmosphere, narrative voice, and
symbolism creates lasting impressions that continue to haunt and fascinate
readers. By examining these recurring themes, we gain a deeper appreciation
for the depth and complexity of Poe's work, recognizing his enduring
contribution to literature and his profound impact on the genre of horror and
suspense. His legacy continues to inspire writers and artists, solidifying
his place as a true master of the macabre.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):

Q: What is the most common theme in Poe's writing? A: While many themes are
prevalent, death and decay, alongside madness and the unreliable narrator,
arguably appear most consistently throughout his works.

Q: How does Poe use the gothic in his writing? A: Poe uses gothic settings,
atmospheres, and supernatural elements to heighten suspense and create a
sense of unease and dread.

Q: Why are Poe's narrators often unreliable? A: Unreliable narrators
contribute to the psychological tension and ambiguity of his stories, forcing
the reader to question the truth and interpret the events for themselves.

Q: What is the significance of the doppelganger in Poe's work? A: The
doppelganger often symbolizes the internal conflicts and duality of human
nature, exploring the repressed aspects of the self.
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  main themes that exist in poes writing: MS. Found in a Bottle Edgar Allan Poe, 2020-08-26 A
representative of Poe’s tales of the sea, Ms. Found in a Bottle follows the writer’s infatuation with
the horrific and unknown forces around us. An avid reader just like his creator, the narrator finds



solace within books and ancient lore, thus testing the limits of one’s imagination, and at the same
time paving the road for further exploration of the unknown. Poe’s otherworldly narrative could
easily fall in the same category as the sea voyages and tribulations described by later authors such
as Herman Melville and Joseph Conrad. Edgar Allan Poe (1809-1849) was an American poet, author,
and literary critic. Most famous for his poetry, short stories, and tales of the supernatural,
mysterious, and macabre, he is also regarded as the inventor of the detective genre and a
contributor to the emergence of science fiction, dark romanticism, and weird fiction. His most
famous works include The Raven (1945), The Black Cat (1943), and The Gold-Bug (1843).
  main themes that exist in poes writing: See Jane Write Sarah Mlynowski, Farrin Jacobs,
2006-06-01 A fun and practical guide on how to write the next chick lit bestseller—with expert
writing advice from Meg Cabot, Emily Giffin, and Sophie Kinsella With chick lit novels popping up on
every bestseller list, millions of readers are all thinking the same thing: I could write this stuff. I
could write a bestseller and never go back to the office again! And here’s the guide that will show
you how. Bestselling novelist Sarah Mlynowski and veteran chick lit editor Farrin Jacobs cover every
stage of developing and selling your soon-to-be bestselling novel, with information on • developing
an idea • learning the basics of plotting • deciding on a point of view • pacing, and conflict • making
your characters likable • finding an agent —and much more, including humorous tips and advice
from scores of established writers (from Meg Cabot and Marian Keyes to Emily Giffin and Sophie
Kinsella). If you’ve got stories to tell, See Jane Write will take care of the rest.
  main themes that exist in poes writing: The Raven Edgar Allan Poe, 1883
  main themes that exist in poes writing: Tamerlane and Other Poems Edgar Allan Poe, A.
Bostonian, 2010-03-16 Tamerlane and Other Poems is the first published work by American writer
Edgar Allan Poe. The short collection of poems was first published in 1827. Today, it is believed only
12 of approximately 50 copies of the collection still exist. The poems were largely inspired by Lord
Byron, including the long title poem Tamerlane, which depicts a historical conqueror who laments
the loss of his first romance. Like much of Poe's future work, the poems in Tamerlane and Other
Poems include themes of love, death, and pride.
  main themes that exist in poes writing: The Masque of the Red Death Edgar Allan Poe,
2020-08-01 The Masque of the Red Death, originally published as The Mask of the Red Death: A
Fantasy, is an 1842 short story by American writer Edgar Allan Poe. The story follows Prince
Prospero's attempts to avoid a dangerous plague, known as the Red Death, by hiding in his abbey.
He, along with many other wealthy nobles, hosts a masquerade ballwithin seven rooms of the abbey,
each decorated with a different color. In the midst of their revelry, a mysterious figure disguised as a
Red Death victim enters and makes his way through each of the rooms. Prospero dies after
confronting this stranger, whose costume proves to contain nothing tangible inside it; the guests
also die in turn. Poe's story follows many traditions of Gothic fiction and is often analyzed as an
allegory about the inevitability of death, though some critics advise against an allegorical reading.
Many different interpretations have been presented, as well as attempts to identify the true nature
of the titular disease. The story was first published in May 1842 in Graham's Magazineand has since
been adapted in many different forms, including a 1964 film starring Vincent Price.
  main themes that exist in poes writing: The Philosophy of Composition Edgar Allan Poe,
2022-07-19 This fascinating literary essay, written by the famous American writer and poet, Edgar
Allan Poe, explores the mystique of artistic creation. By using his renowned poem ‘The Raven’ as an
example, Poe explains how good writers write well, concluding that brevity, ‘unity of effect’ and a
logical method are the most important factors. Taking the reader through the deliberate choices
made when writing the poem, the author also discusses theme, setting, sound, and the importance of
refrain. ‘The Philosophy of Composition’ (1846) is a perfect read for literary scholars, writers, and
fans of Poe. Edgar Allan Poe (1809–1849) was an American writer, poet, editor and literary critic,
best known for his gothic, macabre tales that include ‘The Fall of the House of Usher’, ‘The Tell-Tale
Heart’, and ‘The Murders in the Rue Morgue’. One of America’s first short story writers, Poe is
considered the inventor of detective fiction and a key figure in both horror and science fiction. His



work had a profound impact on American and international literature and he was one of the first
American writers to earn international recognition. His other notable works include ‘The Raven and
other Poem’s’, (1845) ‘The Cask of Amontillado’, ‘The Fall of the House of Usher’, and ‘The Tell-Take
Heart’. With many of his stories adapted for TV and screen, including the gothic 2014 film
‘Stonehearst Asylum’, starring Kate Beckinsale, Michael Caine, and Ben Kingsley, Poe continues to
influence literature, film, and television to this day.
  main themes that exist in poes writing: Midnight Dreary John Evangelist Walsh,
2000-05-05 The 150th anniversary of the greatest Edgar Allen Poe mystery of all, his death, is finally
put to rest.
  main themes that exist in poes writing: The Black Cat Edgar Allan Poe, 2024-01-29 Edgar
Allan Poe's The Black Cat is a short story that explores themes of guilt and perversity. The narrator,
haunted by cruelty to his black cat and acts of domestic violence, is consumed by paranoia and
madness. His attempt to conceal a crime leads to his own disgrace.
  main themes that exist in poes writing: Steampunk: Poe , 2011-10-04 If you combined
clockwork gears, parasols, and air balloons with Edgar Allan Poe, what would you get? Steampunk:
Poe! This is the first collection ever of Poe stories illustrated with the influence of steampunk.
Running Press Teens has selected some of the most popular, thrilling, and memorable stories and
poems by the classic 19th century American writer whose literary talent continues to open the mind
to countless interpretations. Every Poe story and poems is fully illustrated with steampunk-inspired
art -- from 1920s aviation gear to elaborate musical instruments -- creating a fresh perspective on
his work containing bizarre characters of madmen and mystery. Just in time for Halloween,
Steampunk: Poe is the perfect classic horror choice with a haunting steampunk twist!
  main themes that exist in poes writing: A Dream Within a Dream Edgar Allan Poe,
2020-10-05 An example of Poe’s melancholic and morbid poetic pieces, A Dream Within a Dream is a
poem that pitifully mourns the passing of time. The poet’s own life, teeming with depression,
alcoholism, and misery, cannot but exemplify the subject matter and tone of the poem. The constant
dilution of reality and fantasy is detrimental to the poetic speaker’s ability to hold reality in his
hands. The quiet contemplation of the speaker is contrasted with thunderous passing of time that
waits for no man. Edgar Allan Poe (1809-1849) was an American poet, author, and literary critic.
Most famous for his poetry, short stories, and tales of the supernatural, mysterious, and macabre, he
is also regarded as the inventor of the detective genre and a contributor to the emergence of science
fiction, dark romanticism, and weird fiction. His most famous works include The Raven (1945), The
Black Cat (1943), and The Gold-Bug (1843).
  main themes that exist in poes writing: The Narrative of Arthur Gordon Pym of Nantucket
Edgar Allan Poe, 2024-02-05 The Narrative of Arthur Gordon Pym of Nantucket, a story by Edgar
Allan Poe, recounts the adventure of Pym, who embarks clandestinely on a whaler. After a mutiny
and various adversities, including cannibalism and natural disasters, the story culminates in a
mysterious and inconclusive encounter at the South Pole.
  main themes that exist in poes writing: Hatchet Jobs Dale Peck, 2004 Rife with textual
analysis, historical context, and insights about the power of fiction, Peck hacks away literature's
deadwood to discover the vital heart of the contemporary novel.
  main themes that exist in poes writing: The Tell-Tale Heart Edgar Allan Poe, 2024-01-29 In
Edgar Allan Poe's The Tell-Tale Heart, the narrator tries to prove his sanity after murdering an
elderly man because of his vulture eye. His growing guilt leads him to hear the old man's heart
beating under the floorboards, which drives him to confess the crime to the police.
  main themes that exist in poes writing: The Assignation Edgar Allan Poe, 2024-02-05 In The
Assignation, Edgar Allan Poe tells the tragic story of an illicit love affair in Venice between a young
man and the Marchesa Aphrodite. A heroic rescue leads to revelations of passion and despair,
culminating in death and suicide under a veil of mystery and decadent beauty.
  main themes that exist in poes writing: Annabel Lee Edgar Allan Poe, 1927
  main themes that exist in poes writing: The Cask of Amontillado Edgar Allan Poe, 2008



After enduring many injuries of the noble Fortunato, Montressor executes the perfect revenge.
  main themes that exist in poes writing: Selected Works of Edgar Allan Poe Edgar Allan Poe,
2020-06-23 These stories and poems come from the mind of one of the earliest masters of macabre
literature. From the mysterious to the macabre, the works of Edgar Allan Poe have the power to
evoke readers’ deepest emotions. Poe’s stories and poems explore the darker side of life and still
offer lessons and insight into human behavior today. This Word Cloud edition presents many of Poe’s
best-known works, including “The Raven,” “The Murders in the Rue Morgue,” “The Tell-Tale Heart,”
and “The Fall of the House of Usher,” along with dozens of other short stories and poems.
  main themes that exist in poes writing: The Works of Edgar Allan Poe Edgar Allan Poe,
1914
  main themes that exist in poes writing: Selections from Chaucer's Canterbury Tales Geoffrey
Chaucer, 1897
  main themes that exist in poes writing: Of Monsters and Madness Jessica Verday,
2014-09-09 A romantic, historical retelling of classic Gothic horror featuring Edgar Allan Poe and his
character Annabel Lee, from a New York Times best-selling author. Annabel Lee is summoned from
Siam to live with her father in 1820's Philadelphia shortly after her mother's death, but an
unconventional upbringing makes her repugnant to her angry, secretive father. Annabel becomes
infatuated with her father's assistant Allan, who dabbles in writing when he's not helping with
medical advancements. But in darker hours, when she's not to be roaming the house, she encounters
the devilish assistant Edgar, who bears an uncanny resemblance to Allan, and who others insist
doesn't exist. A rash of murders across Philadelphia, coupled with her father's strange behavior,
leads Annabel to satisfy her curiosity and uncover a terrible truth: Edgar and Allan are two halves of
the same person - and they are about to make the crimes detailed in Allan's stories come to life.
Unless Annabel stops them.
  main themes that exist in poes writing: Diddling. Considered As One Of The Exact
Sciences. Edgar Poe,
  main themes that exist in poes writing: The Bells Edgar Allan Poe, 1881
  main themes that exist in poes writing: Lenore Edgar Allan Poe, Henry Sandham,
2022-10-27 This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important, and is part of the
knowledge base of civilization as we know it. This work is in the public domain in the United States
of America, and possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute
this work, as no entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work. Scholars
believe, and we concur, that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made
generally available to the public. We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank
you for being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.
  main themes that exist in poes writing: Comedies and Satires Edgar Allan Poe, 1987
  main themes that exist in poes writing: The Decapitated Chicken and Other Stories Horacio
Quiroga, 2013-05-15 Tales of horror, madness, and death, tales of fantasy and morality: these are
the works of South American master storyteller Horacio Quiroga. Author of some 200 pieces of
fiction that have been compared to the works of Poe, Kipling, and Jack London, Quiroga experienced
a life that surpassed in morbidity and horror many of the inventions of his fevered mind. As a young
man, he suffered his father's accidental death and the suicide of his beloved stepfather. As a
teenager, he shot and accidentally killed one of his closest friends. Seemingly cursed in love, he lost
his first wife to suicide by poison. In the end, Quiroga himself downed cyanide to end his own life
when he learned he was suffering from an incurable cancer. In life Quiroga was obsessed with
death, a legacy of the violence he had experienced. His stories are infused with death, too, but they
span a wide range of short fiction genres: jungle tale, Gothic horror story, morality tale,
psychological study. Many of his stories are set in the steaming jungle of the Misiones district of
northern Argentina, where he spent much of his life, but his tales possess a universality that elevates
them far above the work of a regional writer. The first representative collection of his work in
English, The Decapitated Chicken and Other Stories provides a valuable overview of the scope of



Quiroga's fiction and the versatility and skill that have made him a classic Latin American writer.
  main themes that exist in poes writing: The Man That Was Used Up Edgar Allan Poe,
2020-10-07 A short story that is shrouded in mystery, The Man that Was Used Up follows a narrator
who wants to learn more about an important military figure. A satirical tale that mocks a real
person, its strengths as a literary piece lie in the grotesque and immensely humorous episode in
which the General is presented. Comic and amusing, the story is a must for Poe fans, even though
the supernatural element is left aside, while the paradoxical roams free. Edgar Allan Poe
(1809-1849) was an American poet, author, and literary critic. Most famous for his poetry, short
stories, and tales of the supernatural, mysterious, and macabre, he is also regarded as the inventor
of the detective genre and a contributor to the emergence of science fiction, dark romanticism, and
weird fiction. His most famous works include The Raven (1945), The Black Cat (1943), and The
Gold-Bug (1843).
  main themes that exist in poes writing: Romancing the Shadow J. Gerald Kennedy, Liliane
Weissberg, 2001 Edgar Allan Poe's strength as a writer lay in fabricating fantisies in settings far
removed from his own place and time. This dislocation renders the attitudes embedded in his fiction
open to interpretation, and over the years some readers have found Poe to be virulently racist, while
others found him morally conflicted, and still others detected a subversion of racism in his works'
subtle sympathies for non-white characters. As a nineteenth-century Southerner, Poe was a deeply
ambiguous figure, evading race issues while living among them, and traversing the North-South
border with little sensitivity to its political implications. In this tightly organized volume, a handful of
leading Americanists revisit the Poe issue, re-examining what it means to speak of an author and his
work as racist, and where the critic's responsibility lies.
  main themes that exist in poes writing: Edgar Allan Poe and the Jewel of Peru Karen Lee
Street, 2018-05-08 Philadelphia, 1844: As violent tensions escalate between nativists and recent
Irish immigrants, Edgar Allan Poe’s fears for the safety of his wife, Virginia, and mother-in-law,
Muddy, are compounded when he receives a parcel of mummified bird parts. Has his nemesis
returned to settle an old score? Just as odd is the arrival of Helena Loddiges, a young heiress who
demands Poe’s help to discover why her lover died at the city’s docks on his return from an
expedition to Peru. Poe is skeptical of her claims of having received messages from birds—and
visitations from her lover’s ghost—but when Miss Loddiges is kidnapped, he and his friend C.
Auguste Dupin must unravel a mystery involving old enemies, lost soul-mates, ornithomancy, and the
legendary jewel of Peru.
  main themes that exist in poes writing: Poe's Poems Edgar Allan Poe, 2020-09-25 Masterful
- Genius Work - Historical - Eerie This Creepy Poetry Collection by Edgar Allan Poe will give you
Goosebumps. From Edgar Allan Poe - Those who dream by day are cognizant of many things which
escape those who dream only by night. Poe's Poems: The Essential Edgar Allan Poe Poetry Collection
Contains 76 Poems Written by Poe from 1824 - 1849. Buy Your Copy Today!
  main themes that exist in poes writing: The Poetic Principle (Annotated) Edgar Allan Poe,
2016-01-19 IN speaking of the Poetic Principle, I have no design to be either thorough or profound.
While discussing, very much at random, the essentiality of what we call Poetry, my principal purpose
will be to cite for consideration, some few of those minor English or American poems which best suit
my own taste, or which, upon my own fancy, have left the most definite impression.
  main themes that exist in poes writing: How I Wrote the Raven Edgar Allan Poe, 2004-01-01
Here Edgar Allan Poe writes how he came to produce his poem.
  main themes that exist in poes writing: The Poetry of Edgar Allan Poe Steven Frye, 2011
Poe and the Brownings / Francis B. Dedmond.
  main themes that exist in poes writing: X-ing a Paragrab Edgar Allan Poe, 2014-07-17
X-ing a Paragrab is a short story written by American author Edgar Allan Poe. Edgar Allan Poe (born
Edgar Poe; January 19, 1809 - October 7, 1849) was an American author, poet, editor, and literary
critic, considered part of the American Romantic Movement. Best known for his tales of mystery and
the macabre, Poe was one of the earliest American practitioners of the short story, and is generally



considered the inventor of the detective fiction genre. He is further credited with contributing to the
emerging genre of science fiction. He was the first well-known American writer to try to earn a
living through writing alone, resulting in a financially difficult life and career. Born in Boston, he was
the second child of two actors. His father abandoned the family in 1810, and his mother died the
following year. Thus orphaned, the child was taken in by John and Frances Allan, of Richmond,
Virginia. Although they never formally adopted him, Poe was with them well into young adulthood.
Tension developed later as John Allan and Edgar repeatedly clashed over debts, including those
incurred by gambling, and the cost of secondary education for the young man. Poe attended the
University of Virginia for one semester but left due to lack of money. Poe quarreled with Allan over
the funds for his education and enlisted in the Army in 1827 under an assumed name. It was at this
time his publishing career began, albeit humbly, with an anonymous collection of poems, Tamerlane
and Other Poems (1827), credited only to a Bostonian. With the death of Frances Allan in 1829, Poe
and Allan reached a temporary rapprochement. Later failing as an officer's cadet at West Point and
declaring a firm wish to be a poet and writer, Poe parted ways with John Allan. Poe switched his
focus to prose and spent the next several years working for literary journals and periodicals,
becoming known for his own style of literary criticism. His work forced him to move among several
cities, including Baltimore, Philadelphia, and New York City. In Baltimore in 1835, he married
Virginia Clemm, his 13-year-old cousin. In January 1845 Poe published his poem, The Raven, to
instant success. His wife died of tuberculosis two years after its publication. For years, he had been
planning to produce his own journal, The Penn (later renamed The Stylus), though he died before it
could be produced. On October 7, 1849, at age 40, Poe died in Baltimore; the cause of his death is
unknown and has been variously attributed to alcohol, brain congestion, cholera, drugs, heart
disease, rabies, suicide, tuberculosis, and other agents. Poe and his works influenced literature in
the United States and around the world, as well as in specialized fields, such as cosmology and
cryptography. Poe and his work appear throughout popular culture in literature, music, films, and
television. A number of his homes are dedicated museums today. The Mystery Writers of America
present an annual award known as the Edgar Award for distinguished work in the mystery genre.
After his brother's death, Poe began more earnest attempts to start his career as a writer. He chose
a difficult time in American publishing to do so. He was the first well-known American to try to live
by writing alone and was hampered by the lack of an international copyright law. Publishers often
pirated copies of British works rather than paying for new work by Americans. The industry was also
particularly hurt by the Panic of 1837. Despite a booming growth in American periodicals around
this time period, fueled in part by new technology, many did not last beyond a few issues and
publishers often refused to pay their writers or paid them much later than they promised. Poe,
throughout his attempts to live as a writer, repeatedly had to resort to humiliating pleas for money
and other assistance.
  main themes that exist in poes writing: The Conqueror Worm Edgar Allan Poe, 2014-09-02 A
meditation on death and mortality, “The Conqueror Worm” describes a cryptic and ghoulish play
that represents the inevitability of death. Despite the fact that his first published works were books
of poetry, during his lifetime Edgar Allan Poe was recognized more for his literary criticism and
prose than his poetry. However, Poe’s poetic works have since become as well-known as his famous
stories, and reflect similar themes of mystery and the macabre. HarperPerennial Classics brings
great works of literature to life in digital format, upholding the highest standards in ebook
production and celebrating reading in all its forms. Look for more titles in the HarperPerennial
Classics collection to build your digital library.
  main themes that exist in poes writing: The Purloined Letter Edgar Allan Poe, 2019-06-08
The Purloined Letter is the third of the three stories featuring the detective C. Auguste Dupin, the
other two being The Murders in the Rue Morgue and The Mystery of Marie Roget. These stories are
considered important forerunners of the modern detective story. The method Poe's detective, Dupin,
uses to solve the crime was quite innovative. He tried to identify with the criminal and to think like
he would. In May of 1844 Poe wrote to James Russell Lowell that he considered it perhaps the best



of my tales of ratiocination
  main themes that exist in poes writing: Literary Criticism of Edgar Allan Poe Edgar Allan
Poe, 1969
  main themes that exist in poes writing: The Stylistic Development of Edgar Allan Poe
Richard M. Fletcher, 2018-11-05 No detailed description available for The Stylistic Development of
Edgar Allan Poe.
  main themes that exist in poes writing: The Monetary Imagination of Edgar Allan Poe
Heinz Tschachler, 2013-06-04 In this first-of-its-kind treatment, Heinz Tschachler offers an account
of Edgar Allan Poe's relation to the world of banking and money in antebellum America. He contends
that Poe gave the full force of his censure to the acrimonious debates about America's money,
Andrew Jackson's bank war, the panic of 1837 and the ensuing depression, and the nation's inability
to furnish a sound and uniform currency. Poe's attitude is overt in his early satires, more subdued in
The Gold-Bug, and almost an undercurrent in writings that enter into and historicize the discovery of
gold in California. In Poe's writings much is concealed, though his art also reveals while it conceals,
in this instance, a deep felt desire for an authority that would guarantee a measure of permanence
and continuity to the nation' s currency. That kind of currency was finally furnished by Abraham
Lincoln (both were born in 1809; Poe died in 1849), at one time a dedicated reader of Poe's tales and
sketches. Wielding his power of regulation, Lincoln came to save the Union not just militarily but
also economically. Under him, the United States government finally provided the kind of sound and
uniform currency that Poe in his writings could only name and rehearse.
  main themes that exist in poes writing: Bloom's how to Write about Edgar Allan Poe Susan
Amper, 2008 Bloom's How to Write About Edgar Allan Poe offers valuable paper-topic suggestions,
clearly outlined strategies on how to write a strong essay, and an insightful introduction by Harold
Bloom designed to help students develop their analytical writing skills and critical comprehension of
this important author's turbulent life and unforgettable works.
  main themes that exist in poes writing: The Annotated Poe Edgar Allan Poe, 2015-10-26
Presents a selection of Poe's tales and poems with in-depth marginal notes elucidating his sources,
obscure words and passages, and literary, biographical, and historical allusions.
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