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Abstract: Amazon Mechanical Turk (MTurk) has long been a dominant force in
the crowdsourcing landscape. However, its limitations in terms of worker
quality, payment structures, and platform policies have driven a search for
alternatives to Mechanical Turk. This article provides a comprehensive
overview of these alternatives, categorizing them, comparing their strengths
and weaknesses, and guiding businesses and researchers in selecting the best
platform for their needs. We examine factors such as cost-effectiveness, task
types, worker demographics, and platform features when evaluating these
alternatives to Mechanical Turk.

1. The Rise and Fall (and Rise Again?) of Mechanical
Turk

Amazon Mechanical Turk (MTurk) revolutionized the way businesses and
researchers access human intelligence. By providing a platform for microtask
outsourcing — small, discrete tasks that require human judgment — MTurk
enabled rapid data collection and processing. However, concerns have arisen
about worker exploitation, low pay, quality control challenges, and
increasing platform fees. This has fueled the demand for robust alternatives
to Mechanical Turk.



2. Categorizing Alternatives to Mechanical Turk

Alternatives to Mechanical Turk can be categorized in several ways:

a) Based on Task Type: Some platforms specialize in specific tasks like image
annotation, transcription, data labeling, or translation. Others offer a
broader range of microtasks.

b) Based on Payment Model: Platforms differ in their payment structures,
offering hourly rates, per-task payments, or even contest-based compensation.

c) Based on Geographic Reach: Some platforms focus on specific geographic
regions, offering access to diverse linguistic and cultural expertise, while
others have a global reach.

d) Based on Quality Control Mechanisms: Different platforms employ varying
strategies to ensure data quality, including worker qualification systems,
quality checks, and automated validation processes.

3. Key Alternatives to Mechanical Turk: A Detailed
Comparison

This section provides an in-depth comparison of several popular alternatives
to Mechanical Turk, focusing on their key features, advantages, and
limitations.

3.1. Prolific: Known for its focus on high-quality data and ethical
practices, Prolific recruits participants from its own panel, ensuring a more
reliable and representative workforce than many other alternatives to
Mechanical Turk. It emphasizes transparency and fair compensation, attracting
researchers and businesses valuing ethical data collection. However, its cost
might be higher compared to other options.

3.2. Clickworker: A versatile platform offering a wide array of tasks,
Clickworker boasts a large pool of workers across various geographical
locations. It excels in handling complex tasks and provides robust quality
control mechanisms. However, the management interface might be considered
less user-friendly compared to some competitors.

3.3. Figure Eight (formerly CrowdFlower): A strong contender among
alternatives to Mechanical Turk, Figure Eight focuses on enterprise-level
solutions for data annotation and machine learning model training. It offers
advanced features, integration capabilities, and dedicated account
management. The pricing structure is usually tailored to enterprise needs,
making it a premium option.

3.4. Appen: Similar to Figure Eight, Appen caters to large organizations
requiring high-volume, high-quality data annotation. It's particularly strong
in language-related tasks and boasts a global network of linguistic experts.



However, the platform is less accessible for individual researchers or small
businesses.

3.5. CloudFactory: CloudFactory provides a blend of technology and human
expertise, focusing on data processing and annotation services. They
emphasize process efficiency and quality control through their proprietary
workflow management systems. It is well-suited for complex, scalable
projects.

3.6. Lionbridge: A leading provider of global crowdsourcing solutions,
Lionbridge serves a wide range of clients, from tech giants to research
institutions. They specialize in high-quality data collection and annotation,
offering services across various languages and domains. Their strong focus on
quality often translates to higher pricing.

4. Selecting the Right Alternative to Mechanical
Turk

The optimal choice of an alternative to Mechanical Turk depends on various
factors including:

Budget: Some platforms offer lower costs per task than others.

Task Complexity: Certain platforms are better equipped to handle complex
tasks requiring specialized skills.

Data Quality Requirements: The level of quality control mechanisms
implemented by each platform varies significantly.

Geographic Reach: The need to reach specific demographics or language groups
influences platform selection.

Scale of the Project: Some platforms are better suited for large-scale
projects, while others are more appropriate for smaller tasks.

5. Future Trends in Alternatives to Mechanical Turk

The landscape of alternatives to Mechanical Turk is constantly evolving. We
can expect to see increased integration of AI and machine learning for task
automation and quality control. The focus on ethical considerations, fair
compensation, and worker well-being will likely become even more prominent.
The emergence of decentralized platforms utilizing blockchain technology
could also reshape the future of crowdsourcing.

Conclusion

While Amazon Mechanical Turk holds a significant place in crowdsourcing
history, the emergence of diverse alternatives to Mechanical Turk reflects a
growing demand for platforms prioritizing ethical practices, high-quality
data, and worker well-being. Businesses and researchers must carefully assess
their project needs and platform features to select the most appropriate
option, ensuring efficient, cost-effective, and ethically sound crowdsourcing



initiatives.

FAQs

1. What are the biggest drawbacks of using Mechanical Turk? Low worker pay,
quality control issues, and potential for worker exploitation are
significant drawbacks.

1. How do I choose the best alternative to Mechanical Turk for my research
project? Consider your budget, task complexity, required data quality,
and geographic reach when making your decision.

1. Are alternatives to Mechanical Turk more expensive than MTurk? Not
necessarily. Pricing varies widely depending on the platform and task
complexity.

1. What is the best alternative to Mechanical Turk for image annotation?
Figure Eight, Appen, and CloudFactory are strong contenders for image
annotation tasks.

1. How can I ensure high-quality data when using an alternative to
Mechanical Turk? Choose a platform with robust quality control
mechanisms, and implement your own quality checks as well.

1. Are there any alternatives to Mechanical Turk that are specifically
designed for academic research? Prolific is often favored for its
emphasis on ethical considerations and high-quality data, making it
suitable for academic research.

1. What are the legal and ethical considerations when using crowdsourcing
platforms? Ensure compliance with data privacy regulations (like GDPR)
and ethical guidelines regarding worker compensation and working
conditions.



1. How can I find qualified workers on these platforms? Many platforms
offer worker qualification systems and allow you to pre-screen workers
based on skills and experience.

1. What is the difference between a crowdsourcing platform and a freelance
platform? Crowdsourcing platforms focus on small, discrete tasks
(microtasks), while freelance platforms generally involve larger, more
complex projects.

Related Articles:

1. "A Comparative Analysis of Crowdsourcing Platforms for Data Annotation":
This article provides a detailed comparison of various platforms
focusing specifically on data annotation tasks, highlighting strengths
and weaknesses in terms of accuracy, speed, and cost.

1. "Ethical Considerations in Crowdsourcing: A Review of Best Practices":
This article explores the ethical implications of crowdsourcing,
focusing on worker rights, fair compensation, and data privacy.

1. "The Impact of Crowdsourcing on the Gig Economy: Opportunities and
Challenges": This article examines the socio-economic effects of
crowdsourcing on the gig economy, considering both positive and negative
aspects.

1. "Machine Learning and Crowdsourcing: A Synergistic Approach to Data
Processing": This article explores how machine learning can be combined
with crowdsourcing to improve the efficiency and accuracy of data
processing tasks.

1. "Prolific vs. Amazon Mechanical Turk: A Head-to-Head Comparison": A
direct comparison of two popular platforms, highlighting their key



differences and similarities.

1. "Choosing the Right Crowdsourcing Platform for Your Business Needs": A
practical guide to selecting the right platform based on factors such as
budget, task type, and required data quality.

1. "The Future of Work: The Rise of Decentralized Crowdsourcing Platforms":
This article explores the potential impact of blockchain technology on
crowdsourcing and the future of work.

1. "Overcoming Challenges in Crowdsourcing: Strategies for Quality Control
and Data Validation": This article provides practical strategies for
improving data quality in crowdsourcing projects.

1. "Case Studies in Successful Crowdsourcing Projects: Lessons Learned":
This article presents case studies of successful crowdsourcing
initiatives, highlighting best practices and lessons learned.

alternatives to mechanical turk: Conducting Online Research on Amazon Mechanical Turk and

Beyond Leib Litman, Jonathan Robinson, 2020-05-12 Conducting Online Research on Amazon
Mechanical Turk and Beyond, by Leib Litman and Jonathan Robinson, provides researchers with
step-by-step technical information on this important research platform. The book gives a broad view
of the MTurk ecosystem and customs, hones in on common researcher pitfalls, and provides detailed
data on sampling, ethics, and experimentation.

alternatives to mechanical turk: Human Language Technology Challenges for Computer
Science and Linguistics Zygmunt Vetulani, Joseph Mariani, 2014-07-25 This book constitutes the
refereed proceedings of the 5th Language and Technology Conference: Challenges for Computer
Science and Linguistics, LTC 2011, held in Poznan, Poland, in November 2011. The 44 revised and in
many cases substantially extended papers presented in this volume were carefully reviewed and
selected from 111 submissions. The focus of the papers is on the following topics: speech, parsing,
computational semantics, text analysis, text annotation, language resources: general issues,
language resources: ontologies and Wordnets and machine translation.

alternatives to mechanical turk: The Role of Alternatives in Language Sophie Repp,
Katharina Spalek, 2021-06-21

alternatives to mechanical turk: The Impact of Individual Expertise and Public
Information on Group Decision-Making Ulrich G. Strunz, 2021-07-04 In this open-access-book
the author concludes that expertise could be the key factor for global and interconnected problems.




Experimental results have shown that expertise was a stronger predictor than public information
regarding change in behavior and strategy adaption. Identifying non-routine problem-solving experts
by efficient online assessments could lead to less volatile system performance, from which all
decision-makers could potentially profit.

alternatives to mechanical turk: Methods, Measures, and Theories in Eyewitness
Identification Tasks Andrew M. Smith, Michael P. Toglia, James Michael Lampinen, 2021-02-25
Methods, Measures, and Theories in Eyewitness Recognition Tasks provides a comprehensive review
of the fundamental issues surrounding eyewitness recognition phenomena alongside suggestions for
developing a more methodologically rigorous eyewitness science. Over the past 40 years, the field of
eyewitness science has seen substantial advancement in eyewitness identification procedures, yet
theoretical and methodological developments have fallen behind. Featuring contributions from
prominent international scholars, this book examines methodological and theoretical limitations and
explores important topics, including how to increase the accuracy of identifying perpetrators when
using CCTV images, how to create more identifiable facial composites, and the differences in
accuracy between younger and older eyewitnesses. Providing in-depth discussion on the limitations
of traditional lineups, eyewitness memory fallibility, and the complications that arise when using
laboratory simulations, along with suggestions for new methods, this book will be an invaluable
resource for researchers in eyewitness recognition, lawyers, players in the criminal justice system,
members of innocence commissions, and researchers with interests in cognitive psychology.

alternatives to mechanical turk: Recent Advances and the Future Generation of
Neuroinformatics Infrastructure Xi Cheng, Daniel R. Weinberger, Daniel Marcus, John Van Horn,
Venkata Satyanand Mattay, Qian Luo, 2015-12-11 The huge volume of multi-modal neuroimaging
data across different neuroscience communities has posed a daunting challenge to traditional
methods of data sharing, data archiving, data processing and data analysis. Neuroinformatics plays a
crucial role in creating advanced methodologies and tools for the handling of varied and
heterogeneous datasets in order to better understand the structure and function of the brain. These
tools and methodologies not only enhance data collection, analysis, integration, interpretation,
modeling, and dissemination of data, but also promote data sharing and collaboration. This
Neuroinformatics Research Topic aims to summarize the state-of-art of the current achievements
and explores the directions for the future generation of neuroinformatics infrastructure. The
publications present solutions for data archiving, data processing and workflow, data mining, and
system integration methodologies. Some of the systems presented are large in scale, geographically
distributed, and already have a well-established user community. Some discuss opportunities and
methodologies that facilitate large-scale parallel data processing tasks under a heterogeneous
computational environment. We wish to stimulate on-going discussions at the level of the
neuroinformatics infrastructure including the common challenges, new technologies of maximum
benefit, key features of next generation infrastructure, etc. We have asked leading research groups
from different research areas of neuroscience/neuroimaging to provide their thoughts on the
development of a state of the art and highly-efficient neuroinformatics infrastructure. Such
discussions will inspire and help guide the development of a state of the art, highly-efficient
neuroinformatics infrastructure.

alternatives to mechanical turk: Securing Social Networks in Cyberspace Al-Sakib Khan
Pathan, 2021-10-10 This book collates the key security and privacy concerns faced by individuals
and organizations who use various social networking sites. This includes activities such as
connecting with friends, colleagues, and family; sharing and posting information; managing audio,
video, and photos; and all other aspects of using social media sites both professionally and
personally. In the setting of the Internet of Things (IoT) that can connect millions of devices at any
one time, the security of such actions is paramount. Securing Social Networks in Cyberspace
discusses user privacy and trust, location privacy, protecting children, managing multimedia
content, cyberbullying, and much more. Current state-of-the-art defense mechanisms that can bring
long-term solutions to tackling these threats are considered in the book. This book can be used as a



reference for an easy understanding of complex cybersecurity issues in social networking platforms
and services. It is beneficial for academicians and graduate-level researchers. General readers may
find it beneficial in protecting their social-media-related profiles.

alternatives to mechanical turk: Cognitive Psychology in a Changing World Linden J. Ball,
Laurie T. Butler, Susan M. Sherman, Helen St Clair-Thompson, 2023-08-29 This unique textbook
explores core cognitive psychology topics from an innovative new perspective, focusing on key
real-world issues to show how we understand and experience the world. The book examines
compelling topics such as creativity, problem-solving, reasoning, rationality and language, all within
the context of modern 21st century life. Each chapter demonstrates how this vibrant and constantly
evolving discipline is at the heart of some of the biggest issues facing us all today. The last chapter
discusses the future of cognitive psychology, which includes guidance on conducting rigorous,
replicable research and how to use skills from cognitive psychology to be an effective student.
Packed with pedagogical features, each chapter includes boxed examples of cognitive psychology in
the real world and engaging ‘try it yourself’ features. Each chapter also includes objectives, a range
of illustrative figures, chapter summaries, key readings and a glossary for ease of use. The book is
fully supported by original online resources for students and instructors. Offering a new model for
the study of cognitive psychology that brings the subject alive, the book is essential reading for all
students studying psychology and related disciplines.

alternatives to mechanical turk: Business Process Crowdsourcing Nguyen Hoang Thuan,
2018-05-15 This book conceptualises and develops crowdsourcing as an organisational business
process. It argues that although for many organisations crowdsourcing still implies an immature
one-off endeavour, when developed to a more repeatable business process it can harness innovation
and agility. The book offers a process model to guide organisations towards the establishment of
business process crowdsourcing (BPC), and empirically showcases and evaluates the model using
two current major crowdsourcing projects. In order to consolidate the domain knowledge, the BPC
model is turned into a heavyweight ontology capturing the concepts, hierarchical relationships and
decision-making relationships necessary to establish crowdsourcing as a business process in an
organisation. Lastly, based on the ontology it presents a decision tool that provides advice on making
informed decisions about the performance of business process crowdsourcing activities.

alternatives to mechanical turk: Net Works xtine burrough, 2012-05-23 Net Works offers an
inside look into the process of successfully developing thoughtful, innovative digital media. In many
practice-based art texts and classrooms, technology is divorced from the socio-political concerns of
those using it. Although there are many resources for media theorists, practice-based students
sometimes find it difficult to engage with a text that fails to relate theoretical concerns to the act of
creating. Net Works strives to fill that gap. Using websites as case studies, each chapter introduces
a different style of web project--from formalist play to social activism to data visualization--and then
includes the artists' or entrepreneurs' reflections on the particular challenges and outcomes of
developing that web project. Scholarly introductions to each section apply a theoretical frame for the
projects. A companion website offers further resources for hands-on learning. Combining practical
skills for web authoring with critical perspectives on the web, Net Works is ideal for courses in new
media design, art, communication, critical studies, media and technology, or popular digital/internet
culture.

alternatives to mechanical turk: Moral Codes Alan F. Blackwell, 2024-08-06 Why the world
needs less Al and better programming languages. Decades ago, we believed that robots and
computers would take over all the boring jobs and drudgery, leaving humans to a life of leisure. This
hasn’t happened. Instead, humans are still doing boring jobs, and even worse, Al researchers have
built technology that is creative, self-aware, and emotional—doing the tasks humans were supposed
to enjoy. How did we get here? In Moral Codes, Alan Blackwell argues that there is a fundamental
flaw in the research agenda of Al. What humanity needs, Blackwell argues, is better ways to tell
computers what we want them to do, with new and better programming languages: More Open
Representations, Access to Learning, and Control Over Digital Expression, in other words, MORAL




CODE. Blackwell draws on his deep experiences as a programming language designer—which he
has been doing since 1983—to unpack fundamental principles of interaction design and explain their
technical relationship to ideas of creativity and fairness. Taking aim at software that constrains our
conversations with strict word counts or infantilizes human interaction with likes and emaojis,
Blackwell shows how to design software that is better—not more efficient or more profitable, but
better for society and better for all people. Covering recent research and the latest smart tools,
Blackwell offers rich design principles for a better kind of software—and a better kind of world.

alternatives to mechanical turk: Advances in Knowledge Discovery and Data Mining Joao
Gama, Tianrui Li, Yang Yu, Enhong Chen, Yu Zheng, Fei Teng, 2022-05-09 The 3-volume set LNAI
13280, LNAI 13281 and LNAI 13282 constitutes the proceedings of the 26th Pacific-Asia Conference
on Advances in Knowledge Discovery and Data Mining, PAKDD 2022, which was held during May
2022 in Chengdu, China. The 121 papers included in the proceedings were carefully reviewed and
selected from a total of 558 submissions. They were organized in topical sections as follows: Part I:
Data Science and Big Data Technologies, Part II: Foundations; and Part III: Applications.

alternatives to mechanical turk: Advanced Research Methods for the Social and Behavioral
Sciences John E. Edlund, Austin Lee Nichols, 2019-03-14 Written by an interdisciplinary team of
global experts, this book is an invaluable tool for anyone learning about research methods.

alternatives to mechanical turk: Platform Capitalism Nick Srnicek, 2016-12-22 What unites
Google and Facebook, Apple and Microsoft, Siemens and GE, Uber and Airbnb? Across a wide range
of sectors, these firms are transforming themselves into platforms: businesses that provide the
hardware and software foundation for others to operate on. This transformation signals a major shift
in how capitalist firms operate and how they interact with the rest of the economy: the emergence of
‘platform capitalism’. This book critically examines these new business forms, tracing their genesis
from the long downturn of the 1970s to the boom and bust of the 1990s and the aftershocks of the
2008 crisis. It shows how the fundamental foundations of the economy are rapidly being carved up
among a small number of monopolistic platforms, and how the platform introduces new tendencies
within capitalism that pose significant challenges to any vision of a post-capitalist future. This book
will be essential reading for anyone who wants to understand how the most powerful tech companies
of our time are transforming the global economy. Also available as an audiobook.

alternatives to mechanical turk: Strategic Impasse Juan E. Corradi, 2018-07-11 Damned if
you do; damned if you don’t voices the strategic impasse the USA finds itself in today. Liberal
interventionism and globalization—the two pillars of the international system—seem not to work.
Explaining the inability of Western powers to enact wise initiatives, Corradi explores the de-coupling
of political systems: we are connected with each other but disconnected from policy makers. The
paradox of increased connectivity and collective disengagement sets a perverse dynamic between
publics and elites, with a serious impact on world affairs. Corradi analyzes the social bases of
present dilemmas and how incipient decline can be managed, and paralysis overcome.

alternatives to mechanical turk: A Modern Guide To Labour and the Platform Economy
Drahokoupil, Jan, Vandaele, Kurt, 2021-10-12 Providing an insightful analysis of the key issues and
significant trends relating to labour within the platform economy, this Modern Guide considers the
existing comparative evidence covering all world regions. It also provides an in-depth look at digital
labour platforms in their historical, economic and geographical contexts.

alternatives to mechanical turk: Research Handbook on Analytical Sociology Manzo,
Gianluca, 2021-12-14 Providing an up-to-date portrait of the concepts and methods of analytical
sociology, this pivotal Research Handbook traces the historical evolution of the field, utilising key
research examples to illustrate its core principles. It investigates how analytical sociology engages
with other approaches such as analytical philosophy, structural individualism, social stratification
research, complexity science, pragmatism, and critical realism, exploring the foundations of the
topic as well as its major explanatory mechanisms and methods.

alternatives to mechanical turk: The Job Ellen Ruppel Shell, 2018-10-23 Critically acclaimed
journalist Ellen Ruppel Shell uncovers the true cost--political, economic, social, and personal--of




America's mounting anxiety over jobs, and what we can do to regain control over our working lives.
Since 1973, our productivity has grown almost six times faster than our wages. Most of us rank so
far below the top earners in the country that the winners might as well inhabit another planet. But
work is about much more than earning a living. Work gives us our identity, and a sense of purpose
and place in this world. And yet, work as we know it is under siege. Through exhaustive reporting
and keen analysis, The Job reveals the startling truths and unveils the pervasive myths that have
colored our thinking on one of the most urgent issues of our day: how to build good work in a
globalized and digitalized world where middle class jobs seem to be slipping away. Traveling from
deep in Appalachia to the heart of the Midwestern rust belt, from a struggling custom clothing
maker in Massachusetts to a thriving co-working center in Minnesota, she marshals evidence from a
wide range of disciplines to show how our educational system, our politics, and our very sense of self
have been held captive to and distorted by outdated notions of what it means to get and keep a good
job. We read stories of sausage makers, firefighters, zookeepers, hospital cleaners; we hear from
economists, computer scientists, psychologists, and historians. The book's four sections take us from
the challenges we face in scoring a good job today to work's infinite possibilities in the future. Work,
in all its richness, complexity, rewards and pain, is essential for people to flourish. Ellen Ruppel
Shell paints a compelling portrait of where we stand today, and points to a promising and hopeful
way forward.

alternatives to mechanical turk: Elections and Social Networks around the World Erica
Guevara, Anais Theviot, 2024-10-28 This book analyzes the role of social networks during electoral
campaigns around the world, taking into account the non-technological particularities (political,
electoral, social, economic, cultural) of the media configurations of different countries. Political
parties all over the world engage in real virtual battles to appear at the cutting edge of technology.
Providing in-depth case studies from across Europe, North America, Latin America, Asia, and Africa,
this book emphasizes the need to study how institutions, culture, and politics shape the processes of
technology diffusion in each context. It asks: what are the uses of social networks in election
campaigns in different countries? and what are the factors that lead to social networks playing an
important role in the elections of a given country? International and comparative in focus, this book
brings together work on the uses of social networks (Facebook, X (formerly Twitter), WhatsApp,
TikTok, Instagram, Telegram, and more) in the context of an election campaign by different actors
(such as parties, companies, journalists, and voters). This book explores the different methodological
and theoretical approaches developed for the study of the uses of social networks in an electoral
context. The contributors focus on the identification of the “online ecosystem” of electoral actors in
each country, studying their strategies and logic. They also analyze the scaremongering rhetoric
about the possible effect of social media on elections as an object of study. While taking seriously the
issues of polarization, disinformation, or negative campaigning, this book provides understanding of
how these work and how their discourses are constructed. This book will be of great interest to
upper-level students and scholars of Political Science, Media, and Communications Studies.

alternatives to mechanical turk: Mobile Wireless Middleware, Operating Systems, and
Applications Cristian Borcea, Paolo Bellavista, Carlo Gianelli, Thomas Magedanz, Florian
Schreiner, 2013-02-02 This book constitutes the thoroughly refereed proceedings of the 5th
International Conference on Mobile Wireless Middleware, Operating Systems, and Applications,
Mobilware 2012, held in Berlin, Germany, in November 2012. The 18 revised full papers presented
were carefully reviewed and selected from numerous contributions. The papers are organized in
topical sections on Internet of things and mobile sensing, mobile middleware platforms, mobile
networks, systems support for mobile applications, and context awareness.

alternatives to mechanical turk: Data Representativity and Granularity in Spanish
Syntax Ivan Ortega-Santos, 2024-04-26 Data Representativity and Granularity in Spanish Syntax
focuses on the dialogue between Generative Grammar, Variationism, and experimental linguistics
with a unique emphasis on Spanish linguistics. Combining formal syntax and empirical data
collection, this volume analyzes and compares various data collection methods in syntactic theory,



and examines a wide variety of approaches to gain novel insight in this emerging area. Through the
case study of subject properties in Spanish, with an emphasis on how differences in data collection
and data analysis standards may shape our perception of the object of study, this book addresses the
following questions: (a) How do the data gathered through the standard methodology in each
discipline diverge (if at all) and why? and (b) What kind of research questions can be answered with
the standard methodology in each field? The volume argues for methodological crosspollination to
avoid forcing data to conform to field-specific expectations and to appreciate language variation for
what it has to tell us about linguistic theory, marrying the goals of Generative Grammar with
data-driven research. This is an essential resource for researchers in the area of formal and
generative syntax, linguists with an interest in data collection standard in syntax, and graduate or
advanced undergraduate students in the field of Spanish linguistics.

alternatives to mechanical turk: Multimodal Scene Understanding Michael Ying Yang,
Bodo Rosenhahn, Vittorio Murino, 2019-07-16 Multimodal Scene Understanding: Algorithms,
Applications and Deep Learning presents recent advances in multi-modal computing, with a focus on
computer vision and photogrammetry. It provides the latest algorithms and applications that involve
combining multiple sources of information and describes the role and approaches of multi-sensory
data and multi-modal deep learning. The book is ideal for researchers from the fields of computer
vision, remote sensing, robotics, and photogrammetry, thus helping foster interdisciplinary
interaction and collaboration between these realms. Researchers collecting and analyzing
multi-sensory data collections - for example, KITTI benchmark (stereo+laser) - from different
platforms, such as autonomous vehicles, surveillance cameras, UAVs, planes and satellites will find
this book to be very useful. - Contains state-of-the-art developments on multi-modal computing -
Shines a focus on algorithms and applications - Presents novel deep learning topics on multi-sensor
fusion and multi-modal deep learning

alternatives to mechanical turk: Grammatical Approaches to Language Processing Katy
Carlson, Charles Clifton, Jr., Janet Dean Fodor, 2019-01-28 This book contains papers that were
written to honor Professor Lyn Frazier on the occasion of her retirement from the University of
Massachusetts Amherst. Some were presented at the Lynschrift on May 19-20, 2018; others were
written especially for this volume. The papers report original research on, or research-based
theoretical analyses of, several of the domains that Professor Frazier contributed to during her
career. The volume begins with a brief overview of Professor Frazier’s research contributions and an
appreciation of the contributions she has made to the field of psycholinguistics and to her students
and colleagues. The next several chapters discuss the roles that prosody plays in language
processing, and the volume continues with chapters on the topic that established Professor Frazier
as a major psycholinguistic theorist, syntactic processing. The volume then explores the roles
semantics and pragmatics play in language comprehension, and concludes with reports of
applications and extensions of research on language processing. All chapters were contributed by
current and former students and colleagues of Professor Frazier in gratitude for the impact she has
had on their lives and careers.

alternatives to mechanical turk: Empirical Research at a Distance: New Methods for
Developmental Science Dima Amso, Rhodri Cusack, Lisa Oakes, Sho Tsuji, Natasha Kirkham,
2022-06-15

alternatives to mechanical turk: Free, Fair, and Alive David Bollier, Silke Helfrich,
2019-09-03 The power of the commons as a free, fair system of provisioning and governance beyond
capitalism, socialism, and other -isms. From co-housing and agroecology to fisheries and
open-source everything, people around the world are increasingly turning to ‘commoning' to
emancipate themselves from a predatory market-state system. Free, Fair, and Alive presents a
foundational re-thinking of the commons — the self-organized social system that humans have used
for millennia to meet their needs. It offers a compelling vision of a future beyond the dead-end
binary of capitalism versus socialism that has almost brought the world to its knees. Written by two
leading commons activists of our time, this guide is a penetrating cultural critique, table-pounding




political treatise, and practical playbook. Highly readable and full of colorful stories, coverage
includes: Internal dynamics of commoning How the commons worldview opens up new possibilities
for change Role of language in reorienting our perceptions and political strategies Seeing the
potential of commoning everywhere. Free, Fair, and Alive provides a fresh, non-academic synthesis
of contemporary commons written for a popular, activist-minded audience. It presents a compelling
narrative: that we can be free and creative people, govern ourselves through fair and accountable
institutions, and experience the aliveness of authentic human presence.

alternatives to mechanical turk: The Sage Handbook of Survey Development and
Application Lucy R. Ford, Terri A. Scandura, 2023-06-29 The SAGE Handbook of Survey
Development and Application provides a practical resource that researchers can go to for
cutting-edge tools to ensure they are employing the best survey research techniques. This handbook
not only covers the classic and innovational skills and approaches involved at every step of the
survey research process, but also centres itself around applied, how-to guidance to aid readers in
best practice. Chapters engage with a broad range of topics including sampling issues, approaches
to establishment of measurement equivalence, and the use of online labour pools in survey
development. With contributions from a global community of leading and emerging scholars across a
wide variety of disciplines, this Handbook is focused on being applicable and accessible across the
social sciences. Containing over 120 tables and figures, checklists and tutorial guides, The SAGE
Handbook of Survey Development and Application will serve as a one stop resource for survey
research. This handbook serves as a touchstone for a variety of fields such as Organizational
Behavior, Industrial & Organizational Psychology, Management, Psychology, Educational Research,
Marketing, Public Policy, and others. PART 1: Conceptual Issues and Operational Definition PART 2:
Research Design Considerations PART 3: I[tem Development PART 4: Scale Improvement Methods
PART 5: Data Collection PART 6: Data Management and Analysis PART 7: Research Production and
Dissemination PART 8: Applications

alternatives to mechanical turk: Evaluation of Novel Approaches to Software
Engineering Ernesto Damiani, George Spanoudakis, Leszek A. Maciaszek, 2019-06-29 This book
constitutes the refereed proceedings of the 13th International Conference on Evaluation of Novel
Approaches to Software Engineering, ENASE 2018, held in Funchal, Madeira, Portugal, in March
2018. The 17 revised full papers and 5 revised short papers presented were carefully reviewed and
selected from 95 submissions. The papers are organized in topical sections on service science and
business information systems and software engineering.

alternatives to mechanical turk: Expanding Practices in Audiovisual Narrative Chris Hales,
Raivo Kelomees, 2014-10-16 The last twenty or so years have seen a phenomenal expansion in the
variety of forms of creative and narrative audiovisual expression. The increasing role of relatively
recent developments such as the internet, mobile telephony and computer gaming, which
complement the narrative representation of more traditional media, seems to have acted as a
catalyst to unfreeze the standard types of story form that had been appearing on screens for over a
hundred years. Storytelling has taken on new forms, in the physical format(s) of the narrative
material, the place or device where it is experienced, and the way it is accessed by the viewer - in
particular, a viewer who might now also be a creator, modifier, or active participant in the
represented audiovisual experience. Including texts by leading media scholars Erkki Huhtamo and
Ryszard W. Kluszczynski, this book offers both historical and contemporary analyses of a variety of
these “expanding practices in audiovisual narrative”. Chapters discuss mobile and locative (and
hybrid) narrative media; the connection between computer gaming and more traditional forms of
storytelling and game-playing; the use of computational algorithms to organise and access narrative
content; and explain how the traditional documentary film form is being transformed by the
potential of the audience to participate in, or change the form of, a non-fictional narrative.
Historically, the work of Luc Courchesne and Radiz Cindera is analysed, as is the
media-archaeological context of interactivity, pushing buttons, and group experiences. Narrative
forms will undoubtedly continue their process of expansion and evolution, such that one can never



truly represent the “state of the art” of current practice in audiovisual digital media. Nevertheless,
the articles presented here offer useful source material to inform scholars and practitioners from a
variety of related fields about certain historical, cultural and theoretical aspects of the evolution of
the narrative form in the digital age.

alternatives to mechanical turk: Reason and Inquiry Philipp Koralus, 2023-01-03 Reason
and Inquiry: The Erotetic Theory presents a unified theory of the human capacity for reasoning and
decision-making. The erotetic theory accounts for a diverse range of empirically documented
fallacies and framing effects. It shows how the same mental processes that yield fallacies can yield
what logicians call first-order validity and probabilistic coherence in reasoning, as well as rational
decision-making as conceived by economists. The book's central idea is that our minds naturally aim
at resolving issues, and if we are sufficiently inquisitive in the process, we can avoid mistakes. The
erotetic theory holds that both the successes and the failures of reason are due to this aim.
Rationality is secured if we reach what is described by the theory as erotetic equilibrium.

alternatives to mechanical turk: Discrete Choice Experiments Using R Liang Shang, Yanto
Chandra, 2023-09-26 This book delivers a user guide reference for researchers seeking to build their
capabilities in conducting discrete choice experiment (DCE). The book is born out of the observation
of the growing popularity - but lack of understanding - of the techniques to investigate preferences.
It acknowledges that these broader decision-making processes are often difficult, or sometimes,
impossible to study using conventional methods. While DCE is more mature in certain fields, it is
relatively new in disciplines within social and managerial sciences. This text addresses these gaps as
the first ‘how-to’ handbook that discusses the design and application of DCE methodology using R
for social and managerial science research. Whereas existing books on DCE are either research
monographs or largely focused on technical aspects, this book offers a step-by-step application of
DCE in R, underpinned by a theoretical discussion on the strengths and weaknesses of the DCE
approach, with supporting examples of best practices. Relevant to a broad spectrum of emerging
and established researchers who are interested in experimental research techniques, particularly
those that pertain to the measurements of preferences and decision-making, it is also useful to
policymakers, government officials, and NGOs working in social scientific spaces.

alternatives to mechanical turk: Natural L.anguage Processing for the Semantic Web Diana
Maynard, Kalina Bontcheva, Isabelle Augenstein, 2022-05-31 This book introduces core natural
language processing (NLP) technologies to non-experts in an easily accessible way, as a series of
building blocks that lead the user to understand key technologies, why they are required, and how to
integrate them into Semantic Web applications. Natural language processing and Semantic Web
technologies have different, but complementary roles in data management. Combining these two
technologies enables structured and unstructured data to merge seamlessly. Semantic Web
technologies aim to convert unstructured data to meaningful representations, which benefit
enormously from the use of NLP technologies, thereby enabling applications such as connecting text
to Linked Open Data, connecting texts to each other, semantic searching, information visualization,
and modeling of user behavior in online networks. The first half of this book describes the basic NLP
processing tools: tokenization, part-of-speech tagging, and morphological analysis, in addition to the
main tools required for an information extraction system (named entity recognition and relation
extraction) which build on these components. The second half of the book explains how Semantic
Web and NLP technologies can enhance each other, for example via semantic annotation, ontology
linking, and population. These chapters also discuss sentiment analysis, a key component in making
sense of textual data, and the difficulties of performing NLP on social media, as well as some
proposed solutions. The book finishes by investigating some applications of these tools, focusing on
semantic search and visualization, modeling user behavior, and an outlook on the future.

alternatives to mechanical turk: App Savvy Ken Yarmosh, 2010-08-31 How can you make
your iPad or iPhone app stand out in the highly competitive App Store? While many books simply
explore the technical aspects of iPad and iPhone app design and development, App Savvy also
focuses on the business, product, and marketing elements critical to pursuing, completing, and



selling your app -- the ingredients for turning a great idea into a genuinely successful product.
Whether you're a designer, developer, entrepreneur, or just someone with a unique idea, App Savvy
explains every step in the process, with guidelines for planning a solid concept, engaging customers
early and often, developing your app, and launching it with a bang. Author Ken Yarmosh details a
proven process for developing successful apps, and presents numerous interviews with the App
Store's most prominent publishers. Learn about the App Store and how Apple's mobile devices
function Follow guidelines for vetting and researching app ideas Validate your ideas with customers
-- and create an app they’ll be passionate about Assemble your development team, understand costs,
and establish a workable process Build your marketing plan while you develop your application Test
your working app extensively before submitting it to the App Store Assess your app's performance
and keep potential buyers engaged and enthusiastic

alternatives to mechanical turk: Performing Dark Arts Michael Mangan, 2007-08-01 Magic
and conjuring inhabit the boundaries and the borderlands of performance. The conjuror’s act of
demonstrating the apparently impossible, the uncanny, the marvellous, or the grotesque challenges
the spectator’s sense of reality. It brings him or her up against their own assumptions about how the
world works; at its most extreme, it asks the spectator to re-evaluate his or her sense of the limits of
the human. Performing Dark Arts is an exploration of the paradox of the conjuror, the actor who
pretends to be a magician. It aims to illuminate the history of conjuring by examining it in the
context of performance studies, and to throw light on aspects of performance studies by testing
them against the art of conjuring. The book examines not only the performances of individual
magicians from Dedi to David Blaine, but also the broader cultural contexts in which their
performances were received, and the meanings which they have attracted.

alternatives to mechanical turk: Making Young Voters John B. Holbein, D. Sunshine Hillygus,
2020-02-20 In 2016, 90% of young Americans reported an interest in politics. 80% intended to vote.
Yet only 43% of people between the ages of 18 and 29 ended up actually casting a ballot. Making
Young Voters investigates what lies at the core of this gap. The authors' in-depth, interdisciplinary
approach reveals that political apathy is not the reason for low levels of youth turnout. Rather,
young people too often fail to follow through on their political interests and intentions. Those with
‘noncognitive' skills related to self-regulation are more likely to overcome internal and external
barriers to participation. This book combines theory from psychology, economics, child development,
and more to explore possible solutions rooted in civic education and electoral reform. This
potentially paradigm-shifting contribution to the literature of American politics serves to influence
not only our understanding of voter turnout, but also the fundamental connections between the
education system, electoral institutions, and individual civic behavior in a democracy. How young
people vote affects not only each individual future, but that of the United States, and of us all.

alternatives to mechanical turk: Experimental Economics Nicolas Jacquemet, Olivier
L'Haridon, 2018-11-29 Over the past two decades, experimental economics has moved from a fringe
activity to become a standard tool for empirical research. With experimental economics now
regarded as part of the basic tool-kit for applied economics, this book demonstrates how controlled
experiments can be a useful in providing evidence relevant to economic research. Professors
Jacquemet and L'Haridon take the standard model in applied econometrics as a basis to the
methodology of controlled experiments. Methodological discussions are illustrated with standard
experimental results. This book provides future experimental practitioners with the means to
construct experiments that fit their research question, and new comers with an understanding of the
strengths and weaknesses of controlled experiments. Graduate students and academic researchers
working in the field of experimental economics will be able to learn how to undertake, understand
and criticise empirical research based on lab experiments, and refer to specific experiments, results
or designs completed with case study applications.

alternatives to mechanical turk: Data Engineering Best Practices Richard J. Schiller,
David Larochelle, 2024-10-11 Explore modern data engineering techniques and best practices to
build scalable, efficient, and future-proof data processing systems across cloud platforms Key



Features Architect and engineer optimized data solutions in the cloud with best practices for
performance and cost-effectiveness Explore design patterns and use cases to balance roles,
technology choices, and processes for a future-proof design Learn from experts to avoid common
pitfalls in data engineering projects Purchase of the print or Kindle book includes a free PDF eBook
Book DescriptionRevolutionize your approach to data processing in the fast-paced business
landscape with this essential guide to data engineering. Discover the power of scalable, efficient,
and secure data solutions through expert guidance on data engineering principles and techniques.
Written by two industry experts with over 60 years of combined experience, it offers deep insights
into best practices, architecture, agile processes, and cloud-based pipelines. You'll start by defining
the challenges data engineers face and understand how this agile and future-proof comprehensive
data solution architecture addresses them. As you explore the extensive toolkit, mastering the
capabilities of various instruments, you’ll gain the knowledge needed for independent research.
Covering everything you need, right from data engineering fundamentals, the guide uses real-world
examples to illustrate potential solutions. It elevates your skills to architect scalable data systems,
implement agile development processes, and design cloud-based data pipelines. The book further
equips you with the knowledge to harness serverless computing and microservices to build resilient
data applications. By the end, you'll be armed with the expertise to design and deliver
high-performance data engineering solutions that are not only robust, efficient, and secure but also
future-ready.What you will learn Architect scalable data solutions within a well-architected
framework Implement agile software development processes tailored to your organization's needs
Design cloud-based data pipelines for analytics, machine learning, and Al-ready data products
Optimize data engineering capabilities to ensure performance and long-term business value Apply
best practices for data security, privacy, and compliance Harness serverless computing and
microservices to build resilient, scalable, and trustworthy data pipelines Who this book is for If you
are a data engineer, ETL developer, or big data engineer who wants to master the principles and
techniques of data engineering, this book is for you. A basic understanding of data engineering
concepts, ETL processes, and big data technologies is expected. This book is also for professionals
who want to explore advanced data engineering practices, including scalable data solutions, agile
software development, and cloud-based data processing pipelines.

alternatives to mechanical turk: Routledge Handbook on Consumption Margit Keller,
Bente Halkier, Terhi-Anna Wilska, Monica Truninger, 2017-02-10 Consumption research is
burgeoning across a wide range of disciplines. The Routledge Handbook on Consumption gathers
experts from around the world to provide a nuanced overview of the latest scholarship in this
expanding field. At once ambitious and timely, the volume provides an ideal map for those looking to
position their work, find new analytic insights and identify research gaps. With an intuitive thematic
structure and resolutely international outlook, it engages with theory and methodology; markets and
businesses; policies, politics and the state; and culture and everyday life. It will be essential reading
for students and scholars across the social and economic sciences.

alternatives to mechanical turk: Organization Theory Mary Jo Hatch, 2018 The only textbook
to use a three-perspective framework to explain, explore, and evaluate organizational theory in a
distinctively engaging style. Organization Theory offers a clear and comprehensive introduction to
the study of organizations and organizing processes. Through the unique three-perspective
approach, students are challenged to explain, explore, and evaluate organizational theory, drawing
on their own experiences as well as the book's diverse practical examples. The fourth edition
includes a host of new learning features, which examine the practicality of theorizing and encourage
students to broaden their intellectual reach. "Theory to Practice' boxes and case studies highlight
organizing processes in a range of settings, either through real-life, business examples or through
exercises that encourage students to apply the theory to organizations they know or organizing
experiences of their own. 'Think like a Theorist' and 'Exercise Those Perspectives' boxes then
encourage students to actively theorize and evaluate, developing essential critical thinking skills and
a greater understanding of the complex knowledge with which organization theorists grapple. By



taking theory off the page, students can learn through doing and adopt a reflexive stance to the
world around them. Mary Jo Hatch draws on her extensive experience in the field to produce a
trusted and accessible introduction to the subject that provides academic depth, engaging pedagogy,
and a practical focus. This book is accompanied by a collection of online resources: For students:
Multiple-choice questions For lecturers: PowerPoint slides Figures and tables from the book
Lecturers' guide Additional case studies

alternatives to mechanical turk: The Crowdsourcing Handbook Dan Bell, 2009 This most
comprehensive and complete book for Crowdsourcing serves as a Practical Guide to getting into and
understanding Crowdsourcing. This well organized, large Guide to Crowdsourcing is an excellent
Reference and your must have Crowdsourcing Toolbox containing great info for those who hunger
for more! Tap into the power of the Social Web through connected networks and consumer-oriented
media through connected networks and consumer-oriented media, and get this book filled with
Tactics, Tools, and Strategies for Business Success. Want to (start) using Crowdsourcing as Powerful
Business Tools? Do you want to learn how to use the Technology to share information better and
make users More Powerful? This book is your guide on Crowdsourcing and Everything You Want to
Know but Are Afraid to Ask. This book clarifies how to use Crowdsourcing for Online Collaboration
and Leverage it to Grow Your Business. In easy to read chapters, with extensive examples,
references and links to get you started right away this book covers: Crowdsourcing, Participatory
design, Human-based computation, Citizen science, LazyWeb, Utest, Netflix Prize, Dolores Labs,
Galaxy Zoo, Smartsheet, FamilySearch Indexing, InnoCentive, Emporis, ESP game, ReCAPTCHA,
MoveOn.org, Oxfam Novib, Amazon Mechanical Turk, Stardust@home, Innovation Exchange,
Goldcorp, Foldit, Distributed Proofreaders, OpenStreetMap, Leblanc process, Longitude prize,
Benoit Fourneyron, Montyon Prizes, Nicolas Appert, Loebner Prize, Millennium Prize Problems,
Clickworkers, Co-creation, Collective intelligence, Mass customization, Crowdcasting, Crowd
funding, Distributed computing, Distributed thinking, The Long Tail, Mass collaboration, Urtak,
Micro-revenue, Open innovation, Social commerce, Toolkits for User Innovation, Tuangou,
Wikinomics, The Wisdom of Crowds Topic relevant selected content from the highest rated Wiki
entries, typeset, printed and shipped, combine the advantages of up-to-date and in-depth knowledge
with the convenience of printed books. A portion of the proceeds of each book will be donated to the
WikiMedia Foundation to support their mission.

alternatives to mechanical turk: International Labour Standards and Platform Work Mathias
Wouters, 2021-11-25 Platform work - the matching of the supply of and demand for paid labour
through an online platform - often depends on workers who operate in a “grey area” between the
archetype of an employee and a self-employed worker. This important book explores the utility of the
International Labour Organization’s existing standards in governing this phenomenon. It indicates
that despite their relevance, many standards have little or no impact. The standards apply to the
issue but they fail to connect with it. The author shows how three ILO conventions - the Home Work
Convention, 1996 (No. 177), the Private Employment Agencies Convention, 1997 (No. 181), and the
Domestic Workers Convention, 2011 (No. 189) - can be revitalised to have an impact on the platform
work debate. In the course of the analysis he responds in depth to such questions as the following:
What are digital labour platforms? What does decent work mean? Did the ILO centenary
fundamentally change anything? What is the link between private employment services and platform
work? How do crowdworkers relate to homeworkers and teleworkers? Are platform workers
engaged in domestic work? What form could a future ILO standard on platform work take? Given
that the ILO plans to start discussions on a potential future standard for platform work in 2022, this
book will prove very useful in highlighting the issues and standards that such discussions should
consider. Research has shown that the techniques and tools of the platform economy have spread far
beyond gig work, resulting in widespread “gigification” and restructuring of workplace behaviours
and relationships, jobs, and communities across the world. For this and other reasons, including the
book’s detailed analysis of issues not addressed elsewhere, labour lawyers, in-house counsel,
researchers, and policymakers will gain valuable insight into what decent work in the platform



economy would require, thus greatly broadening the discussion on this difficult-to-regulate
phenomenon.
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