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Summary: This article explores the historical context of crate training, examines ethical
concerns surrounding its use, and presents a comprehensive range of alternatives for
providing dogs with safe and secure spaces. It argues that while crate training can be
effective, it is not universally appropriate or necessarily the most humane method,
particularly when considering the potential for negative impacts on a dog’s well-being.
The article emphasizes the importance of understanding individual dog needs and utilizing
positive reinforcement techniques to establish safe spaces and manage housetraining
effectively.

1. The Historical Context of Crate Training

The use of crates for dogs has evolved significantly over time. Initially, crates served
primarily as a means of transport for working dogs. As dogs transitioned from primarily
working roles to companion roles, crate training began to gain popularity as a method for
housetraining and managing unwanted behaviors. The 20th and 21st centuries saw a rise
in the use of crates, driven partly by the belief that they mimic a dog's natural denning
instinct. However, this assumption has been challenged, with many experts emphasizing
that the confinement inherent in crate training can lead to anxiety and stress in certain
dogs. This is where the search for an alternative to crate training gains importance.

2. Ethical Considerations of Crate Training

While crate training might seem like a convenient solution, ethical concerns surround its
prolonged or improper use. Critics argue that confining a dog for extended periods can be
detrimental to their mental and physical well-being, leading to stress, anxiety, and even
depression. The appropriateness of crate training heavily depends on the dog's



temperament, breed predisposition, and individual needs. Forcing a dog into a crate
against its will, using it as punishment, or leaving a dog confined for excessively long
durations raises serious ethical questions. Consequently, exploring viable alternatives to
crate training becomes crucial for responsible dog ownership.

3. Alternatives to Crate Training: A Multifaceted
Approach

Fortunately, numerous alternatives to crate training provide effective solutions for
housetraining, managing destructive behaviors, and creating a secure environment for
your dog. These alternatives focus on positive reinforcement and creating a safe space
that the dog willingly chooses.

3.1. Pen Training: A Spacious Alternative

Pen training involves using a larger enclosed area, such as an exercise pen or a dedicated
room, allowing the dog more space to move around compared to a crate. This approach is
particularly beneficial for larger breeds or dogs with high energy levels. The pen should be
furnished with comfortable bedding, toys, and access to water.

3.2. Den Training: Mimicking Natural Instincts

Den training focuses on creating a safe and secluded space that resembles a dog's natural
den. This could involve a dog bed placed in a quiet corner, a covered bed, or even a
specially designed den-like structure. The goal is to make this area appealing to your dog
so they choose to retreat there voluntarily. This approach considers the dog's natural
instincts, offering a softer alternative to crate training.

3.3. Safe Space Training: Positive Reinforcement and
Choice

Safe space training emphasizes creating a calming and secure environment where the dog
feels comfortable and protected. This may include a quiet corner with soft bedding, toys,
and calming music. It's crucial to build positive associations with this space by rewarding
the dog for entering and staying in the area. Unlike crate training, this method gives the
dog a sense of autonomy and control. This offers a valuable alternative to crate training,
focusing on positive reinforcement rather than confinement.

3.4. Positive Reinforcement-Based Housetraining

An alternative to crate training's confinement relies heavily on consistent positive
reinforcement during housetraining. This involves frequent trips outside, rewarding
successes immediately, and managing accidents calmly and efficiently. Consistent training
and close supervision are key to success, minimizing the need for confinement.



4. Choosing the Right Alternative: Considering
Individual Needs

The optimal alternative to crate training depends on several factors including the dog's
age, breed, temperament, and any pre-existing behavioral issues. For example, a highly
energetic puppy may benefit from pen training, while a more anxious dog might thrive in a
carefully created safe space. Consulting with a certified professional dog trainer or
veterinary behaviorist can help determine the most appropriate approach for your dog's
specific needs. This ensures you select an alternative to crate training that promotes your
dog's welfare.

5. The Importance of Professional Guidance

While many alternative methods to crate training exist, seeking professional guidance is
crucial for achieving optimal results and ensuring your dog's well-being. A certified
professional dog trainer or veterinary behaviorist can provide personalized advice, assess
your dog’s individual needs, and help you develop a training plan that addresses any
challenges effectively. They can help you avoid common mistakes, preventing potential
issues down the line.

Conclusion

The debate surrounding crate training highlights the importance of considering ethical
implications alongside training efficacy. While crate training may work for some dogs,
exploring alternatives that prioritize the dog's mental and emotional well-being is crucial.
A range of effective methods, such as pen training, den training, and creating a safe space,
offers humane and often more suitable alternatives to crate training, promoting positive
reinforcement and respecting the dog's natural instincts. The key is to find a method that
works best for your individual dog and to seek professional guidance when needed.

FAQs:

Is crate training ever necessary? While alternatives exist, crate training might be1.
beneficial in specific situations, such as during travel or for veterinary visits.
However, it should always be used ethically and humanely.

How long should a dog be confined in a crate or alternative space? The duration of2.
confinement should be carefully managed. Gradually increase confinement time as
your dog adjusts. Never use confinement as punishment.

What if my dog is destructive? Address destructive behavior through training and3.
enrichment, not just confinement. A safe space or pen can help manage access to
valuable items.

How do I choose the right alternative to crate training? Consult a professional trainer4.



or behaviorist to determine the best approach for your dog's specific needs and
temperament.

Can I use a crate for short periods as part of a broader training plan? Short periods5.
can be used for specific training goals, such as teaching calmness, but should not be
the primary method for housetraining or management.

What are the signs that my dog is stressed by crate training or a confinement6.
method? Excessive panting, pacing, whining, destructive behavior within the
confinement area, or avoidance of the area indicate stress.

How can I make my dog's safe space more appealing? Use positive reinforcement,7.
calming aids like pheromone diffusers, comfortable bedding, and their favorite toys.

What if my dog refuses to enter their designated safe space? Gradually introduce8.
them to the space. Start with positive associations and make it a rewarding place to
be. Never force them inside.

Can I combine different alternatives to crate training? Yes, combining strategies,9.
such as a safe space with positive reinforcement housetraining, often creates the
most effective and humane approach.

Related Articles:

"Pen Training for Puppies: A Gentle Approach to Housetraining": Details the benefits1.
and techniques of pen training, emphasizing positive reinforcement.

"Creating a Safe Space for Your Anxious Dog": Provides practical tips for building a2.
calming and secure area for dogs prone to anxiety.

"Positive Reinforcement Housetraining: A Humane Alternative to Confinement":3.
Focuses on consistent and effective housetraining methods without relying on crates
or confinement.

"Understanding Your Dog's Body Language: Recognizing Signs of Stress and4.
Anxiety": Helps owners identify signs of stress in their dogs, crucial for choosing
appropriate training methods.

"The Ethical Considerations of Crate Training": A deeper dive into the ethical5.
implications of crate training and its impact on canine welfare.

"Den Training: Harnessing Natural Instincts for Effective Dog Management":6.
Explores the concept of den training and how to create a den-like environment for
your dog.

"Exercise Pens for Dogs: Choosing the Right Size and Setup": Provides practical7.
guidance on selecting and setting up exercise pens for different dog sizes and



activity levels.

"Calming Aids for Anxious Dogs: A Guide to Natural and Pharmaceutical Options":8.
Explores calming methods to support dogs experiencing anxiety during training and
transition periods.

"Choosing a Professional Dog Trainer: Finding the Right Fit for Your Dog and9.
Family": Offers guidance on finding a qualified and ethical dog trainer to assist with
training and behavior modification.

  alternative to crate training: Dog Training For Dummies Jack Volhard, Wendy Volhard,
2011-09-14 That innocent face. Those sad, puppy-dog eyes. Let’s face it: puppies can make anyone’s
heart melt. But without proper training, they can make even the most doting doggie moms and dads’
blood pressure soar. So before your new puppy has you jumping through hoops, stop and ask
yourself, “Just who is the trainer here?” Dog Training for Dummies, 2nd Edition, shows you how to
select the right training method for your puppy or adult dog, based on his unique personality, to
reach your desired goals. Whether you want to teach Spike to sit, or want to help Rover master
retrieving, this book gives training for you and your dog—to ensure a mutually respectful
relationship with your four-legged family member. Discover how to: Understand your dog’s mind
Recognize why positive reinforcement training is key Master basic training Survive the puppy period
Deal with doggie don’ts Seek expert outside help And much more With step-by-step instruction in
basic commands, guidance on how to eliminate unwanted behavior, and tips for making training fun
for you and your pooch, Dog Training for Dummies is packed with all the latest techniques and
resources you need to make your pal a Top Dog for life.
  alternative to crate training: 101 Rescue Puppies Kathy Callahan, 2020-09-29 Over the past
decade, Kathy Callahan’s family has taken in more than a hundred rescue puppies. This delightful
photo-filled book features the wonderful stories that emerged as these foster pups were suddenly
surrounded by a nurturing family complete with patient adult dogs and curious cats. With a gift for
capturing the moment in both words and images, Callahan brings readers inside the poignant and
ultimately uplifting work of fostering. This inspiring read is indeed about puppies, but it’s also about
family and human connection. It’s about finding your own way — through that one special thing you
can do to light a candle, instead of cursing the darkness.
  alternative to crate training: Care for Your Puppy (RSPCA Pet Guide) RSPCA, 2015-05-07
Published in association with the RSPCA, the UK’s leading animal welfare charity, this practical
family guide is full of expert advice on how to choose a puppy and how best to look after it.
  alternative to crate training: Zak George's Dog Training Revolution Zak George, Dina Roth
Port, 2016-06-07 A revolutionary way to raise and train your dog, with “a wealth of practical tips,
tricks, and fun games that will enrich the lives of many dogs and their human companions” (Dr. Ian
Dunbar, veterinarian and animal behaviorist). Zak George is a new type of dog trainer. A dynamic
YouTube star and Animal Planet personality with a fresh approach, Zak helps you tailor dog training
to your pet’s unique traits and energy level—leading to quicker results and a much happier pup. For
the first time, Zak has distilled the information from his hundreds of videos and experience with
thousands of dogs into this comprehensive dog and puppy training guide that includes: • Choosing
the right pup for you • Housetraining and basic training • Handling biting, leash pulling, jumping
up, barking, aggression, chewing, and other behavioral issues • Health care essentials like finding a
vet and selecting the right food • Cool tricks, traveling tips, and activities to enjoy with your dog •
Topics with corresponding videos on Zak’s YouTube channel so you can see his advice in action



Packed with everything you need to know to raise and care for your dog, this book will help you
communicate and bond with one another in a way that makes training easier, more rewarding,
and—most of all—fun!
  alternative to crate training: The Power of Positive Dog Training Pat Miller, 2010-05-25 A
renowned dog trainer gives you the positive training tools you need to share a lifetime of fun,
companionship, and respect with your dog. Plus, you'll get: information on the importance of
observing, understanding, and reacting appropriately to your dog's body language; instructions on
how to phase out the use of a clicker and treats to introduce more advanced training concepts; a
diary to track progress; suggestions for treats your dog will respond to; and a glossary of training
terms.
  alternative to crate training: Puppy Socialization Marge Rogers, Eileen Anderson,
2021-06-23 Puppy Socialization: What It Is and How to Do It defines and demystifies the most
important thing you can do for your puppy: socialization. The authors don't just tell you what you
need to know about socialization. They show you with dozens of photographs and exclusive linked
videos (a live internet connection is needed to view the videos). You'll see other owners socialize
their puppies under the guidance of a nationally certified dog trainer and behavior consultant. These
real-life examples of socialization show you what to do when things go well and when they don't go
so well. You’ll learn about: • The magical time. Did you know that there is a special time in a puppy's
life when he is primed to accept new things? The authors tell you when that time is, when that
socialization window starts closing, and how a little effort by an owner during that time can save
heartache later. • Canine body language. Puppies and dogs are talking all the time—with their body
language. Learn to tell when a puppy or dog is relaxed and happy, a bit nervous about something, or
outright fearful. • Myth-busting. There's a lot of advice out there about socialization and not all of it
is good. Some common myths can actually cause a puppy harm. The authors give you the most
up-to-date information on puppy socialization and put some harmful myths to rest. • Socializing a
puppy during COVID-19. Puppies have so much to get used to: people, environments, noises, and
more. The authors provide strategies for keeping humans and puppies safe while socializing puppies,
even during the COVID-19 pandemic. • What supplies are needed during socialization. The authors
provide checklists of things owners need when socializing a puppy at home and away from home.
  alternative to crate training: The Other End of the Leash Patricia McConnell, Ph.D.,
2009-02-19 Learn to communicate with your dog—using their language “Good reading for dog lovers
and an immensely useful manual for dog owners.”—The Washington Post An Applied Animal
Behaviorist and dog trainer with more than twenty years’ experience, Dr. Patricia McConnell reveals
a revolutionary new perspective on our relationship with dogs—sharing insights on how “man’s best
friend” might interpret our behavior, as well as essential advice on how to interact with our
four-legged friends in ways that bring out the best in them. After all, humans and dogs are two
entirely different species, each shaped by its individual evolutionary heritage. Quite simply, humans
are primates and dogs are canids (as are wolves, coyotes, and foxes). Since we each speak a
different native tongue, a lot gets lost in the translation. This marvelous guide demonstrates how
even the slightest changes in our voices and in the ways we stand can help dogs understand what we
want. Inside you will discover: • How you can get your dog to come when called by acting less like a
primate and more like a dog • Why the advice to “get dominance” over your dog can cause problems
• Why “rough and tumble primate play” can lead to trouble—and how to play with your dog in ways
that are fun and keep him out of mischief • How dogs and humans share personality types—and why
most dogs want to live with benevolent leaders rather than “alpha wanna-bes!” Fascinating,
insightful, and compelling, The Other End of the Leash is a book that strives to help you connect
with your dog in a completely new way—so as to enrich that most rewarding of relationships.
  alternative to crate training: Crate Training Your Dog Pat Storer, 2012-03-11 Ease Your Mind
And Indulge Your Dog! If you want your dog to feel safe and secure in your home, it's time to crate
train! A crate is designed as much for a dog's well-being as it is for the owner's convenience and
peace of mind. For example, a crate keeps a curious puppy away from chemicals under the kitchen



sink, gives a sick or convalescing dog a quiet place to rest, and secures a rambunctious dog during
car trips. Crate training works because dogs, like their wild ancestors, desire a snug den that affords
security and privacy. When dogs are crate trained properly, they accept and even enjoy their
sequestered time. Pat Storer shows you how to maintain a positive, loving attitude while being firm
and consistent with your dog. With Storer's advice on choosing the right crate, step-by-step
instructions, and tips for dealing with crate-related behavior problems, both you and your dog will
find crate training to be a simple, successful experience.
  alternative to crate training: Ruff Love Susan Garrett, 2002 A handbook for the Ruff Love
dog training program developed by pre-eminent canine sports instructor and competitor, Susan
Garrett. Includes quick reference charts.
  alternative to crate training: Before and After Getting Your Puppy Ian Dunbar, 2010-09-24
How to raise the perfect puppy A revolution for dogs: Very few dog trainers have not been
influenced by Dr. Ian Dunbar’s dog-friendly philosophy. In the 1970s, Dr. Ian Dunbar sparked a
dramatic shift in puppy training — away from leash corrections and drill-sergeant adult dog training
classes based on competitive obedience and toward a positive approach using toys, treats, and
games as rewards for teaching basic manners, preventing behavior problems, and modifying
temperament. Before Dr. Dunbar there were no classes for puppy training, very few family dog
classes, and not much fun in dog training. His positive approach revolutionized the dog training
field, especially puppy training. Raising a great dog: Now, in Before and After Getting Your Puppy,
Dr. Ian Dunbar combines his two popular puppy training manuals into one indexed, value-priced
hardcover dog training book. In clear steps, with helpful photos and easy-to-follow puppy training
milestones, he presents a structured yet playful and humorous plan for raising a wonderful dog. Dr.
Dunbar’s guide is based around six developmental milestones: Your doggy education Evaluating
puppy’s progress Errorless housetraining and chewtoy-training Socialization with People Learning
bite inhibition The world at large Fans of The Art of Raising a Puppy, Training the Best Dog Ever, or
Zak George’s Dog Training Revolution, will love Ian Dunbar’s Before and After Getting Your Puppy.
  alternative to crate training: Beware Of The Dog Pat Miller, 2016-10-11 Be (more) aware!
Here is your road map to evaluating, managing and modifying aggressive behavior in pet dogs.
Beware of the Dog offers a wide-ranging look at all types of aggression and the way these
troublesome behaviors develop. It explains the latest protocols for evaluating and dealing with the
problems of aggressive dogs from classical conditioning to operant conditioning, and prescribes
management strategies that really work. Written in an easy-to-understand style that meets the needs
of trainers as well as the motivated dog owner.
  alternative to crate training: Let Dogs Be Dogs Monks of New Skete, Marc Goldberg,
2017-09-12 America's foremost authorities on dog care and training distill decades of experience in
a comprehensive foundational guide for dog owners. No matter what training method or techniques
you use with your dog, the training is unlikely to be optimally successful unless it is predicated on an
understanding of the dog's true nature. Dogs need food, water, exercise and play, rest, veterinary
care -- the basics. But since dogs naturally want to be led, they also need focused and compassionate
guidance. Through abundant stories and case studies, the authors reveal how canine nature
manifests itself in various behaviors, some potentially disruptive to domestic accord, and show how
in addressing these behaviors you can strengthen the bond with your dog as well as keep the peace.
The promise of this book is that, especially in an ever-accelerating world filled with digital
distractions, you can learn from your dog's example how to live in the moment, thereby enriching
your life immeasurably.
  alternative to crate training: Potty Training Pooches A Comprehensive Guide to House
Training Your Dog Owen E. Brighton, 2023-01-01 There's no such thing as a bad dog, only a poorly
house trained one. Potty Training Pooches: A Comprehensive Guide to House Training Your Dog is
the ultimate resource for anyone struggling with house training their furry friend. From
understanding the importance of house training to dealing with accidents and managing behavioral
issues, this book covers everything you need to know to get your dog potty trained. Chapters on



establishing a routine and choosing a potty area provide valuable insights into the importance of
consistency and creating a feeding schedule. You'll also learn about the benefits of crate training
and how to introduce your dog to their crate, making it a comfortable and safe space. House
Training Puppies and House Training Adult Dogs provide specific techniques for different ages and
stages of development, helping you adapt your training methods to your furry friend's needs.
Positive reinforcement is emphasized throughout the book, with tips on using treats and praise
effectively, as well as marker words and clicker training. Dealing with accidents and managing
behavioral issues are also covered, with advice on responding to indoor accidents, identifying the
cause of accidents, and preventing destructive behaviors. Breed-specific challenges are discussed in
House Training Specific Breeds, with tips for adapting house training techniques to different breeds,
including small dogs. For rescue dog owners, there are chapters on Building Trust and Confidence
and House Training Strategies for Rescue Dogs, helping you overcome the unique challenges of
house training a rescue dog. And for special situations, there are chapters on House Training During
Extreme Weather, Traveling and House Training, and House Training in Apartments and Small
Spaces. Whether you're a first-time dog owner or an experienced trainer, Potty Training Pooches: A
Comprehensive Guide to House Training Your Dog is the go-to guide for all your house training
needs. Table of Contents Understanding House Training The importance of house training House
training vs. crate training Puppy development stages and house training Establishing a Routine
Consistency in house training Creating a feeding schedule Establishing bathroom break times
Choosing a Potty Area Indoor vs. outdoor potty areas Selecting the ideal spot Setting up an indoor
potty area Crate Training Basics Benefits of crate training Choosing the right crate size Crate
training do's and don'ts Introducing Your Dog to the Crate Making the crate a comfortable space
Crate training exercises Crate training schedules House Training Puppies Best age to start house
training Puppy-specific house training techniques Common puppy house training challenges House
Training Adult Dogs Assessing your adult dog's needs Adapting house training techniques for adult
dogs Overcoming house training setbacks Positive Reinforcement Reward-based training Using
treats and praise effectively Marker words and clicker training Dealing with Accidents Responding
to indoor accidents Cleaning up accidents properly Identifying the cause of accidents House
Training Specific Breeds Understanding breed-specific challenges Adapting house training
techniques to different breeds Tips for house training small dogs House Training Rescue Dogs The
unique challenges of rescue dogs Building trust and confidence House training strategies for rescue
dogs Training for Special Situations House training during extreme weather Traveling and house
training House training in apartments and small spaces Managing Behavioral Issues Addressing
submissive urination Dealing with marking behavior Preventing destructive behaviors Have
Questions / Comments? Get Another Book Free
  alternative to crate training: Dog Training For Dummies Wendy Volhard, Mary Ann
Rombold-Zeigenfuse, 2020-03-18 Make your buddy a top dog for life, be your Best Friend’s “Friend,”
by training together. Obedience training is one of the most important aspects of raising a dog. In
fact, a well-trained dog is a FREE dog! Why? Because a trained dog requires fewer restrictions. The
more reliable the dog, the more freedom he is given. Dog Training for Dummies shows dog owners
how to select the right training method for their puppy, adult, or senior dog. Whether you want to
teach Buddy to sit or master retrieving, this hands-on guide provides training to ensure a mutually
respectful relationship with your four-legged family members. Eliminate unwanted behavior Find
step-by-step instruction on basic commands Strengthen your bond with your dog Build
communication, understanding, and mutual respect Based on positive reinforcement, trust, and
obedience, the tips and tricks inside will help you bring out the very best in your beloved pet.
  alternative to crate training: Training the Best Dog Ever Larry Kay, Dawn Sylvia-Stasiewicz,
2012-09-25 Training the Best Dog Ever, originally published in hardcover as The Love That Dog
Training Program, is a book based on love and kindness. It features a program of positive
reinforcement and no-fail techniques that author Dawn Sylvia-Stasiewicz used to train the White
House dog, Bo Obama, and each of Senator Ted Kennedy’s dogs, among countless others. Training



the Best Dog Ever relies on trust and treats, not choke collars; on bonding, not leash-yanking or
reprimanding. The five-week training program takes only 10 to 20 minutes of practice a day and
works both for puppies and for adult dogs that need to be trained out of bad habits. Illustrated with
step-by-step photographs, the book covers hand-feeding; crate and potty training; and basic
cues—sit, stay, come here—as well as more complex goals, such as bite inhibition and water safety.
It shows how to avoid or correct typical behavior problems, including jumping, barking, and
leash-pulling. Plus: how to make your dog comfortable in the world—a dog that knows how to behave
in a vet’s office, is at ease around strangers, and more. In other words, the best dog ever.
  alternative to crate training: Behavior Adjustment Training Grisha Stewart, 2012 Behavior
Adjustment Training (BAT) was developed by Stewart to rehabilitate and prevent dog reactivity. BAT
builds confidence by giving dogs a chance to learn to control their environment through peaceful
means. As you learn how to understand your dog and help him learn to safely get along with people,
dogs, and other triggers, you will learn practical ways to keep your dog from being pushed into a
reactive state in and around your home and on walks.
  alternative to crate training: Plenty in Life Is Free Kathy Sdao, 2012 In this new book,
renowned dog trainer Kathy Sdao reveals how her journey through life and her decades of
experience training marine mammals and dogs led her to reject a number of sacred cows including
the leadership model of dog training.
  alternative to crate training: Out and about with Your Dog Sue Sternberg, 2009 Does your
dog lunge and bark at other dogs? Is your dog out of control on walks or in the dog park? A
condensed package full of valuable information -- This book offers training and management tips to
help you manage your dog in public and around other dogs.
  alternative to crate training: Treating Separation Anxiety In Dogs Malena DeMartini-Price,
CTC, 2014-04-21 <strong>Committed trainers and owners can solve this problem!</strong><br>
Treating separation anxiety in dogs is not quick or easy—but it can be done. The successful
ingredients are cooperation, commitment and time on the part of the dog trainer and the owners. In
this important new book, author Malena DeMartini-Price shares her 5 Phase Treatment Protocol and
related strategies to help dogs overcome the fear of being left alone and addresses the trauma it can
inflict on both the dog and their owners. Trainer handouts, detailed step-by-step training tips and a
sample initial interview questionnaire are included.<br><br> <strong>Learn
about:</strong><br> • The critical role that “suspending absences” plays in the early part of the
treatment plan and how owners and trainers can make this more manageable.<br> • How dog
trainers can make the treatment of separation anxiety in dogs a specialized business.<br> • The
role that management techniques and medications can play to help support the recommended
behavior modification strategies.<br> • How technology, including remote feeding devices and web
cams, can be used to monitor a dog’s progress in overcoming his fear of being left alone.<br><br>
  alternative to crate training: 30 Days to a Well-Mannered Dog Tamar Geller, 2010-10-12 Long
known as a dog coach to the stars—her clients include Oprah Winfrey, Ben Affleck, Courteney
Cox-Arquette, Owen Wilson, Natalie Portman, and Larry King—Tamar Geller changed the way
Americans relate to their dogs with her bestselling book The Loved Dog. Her approach is simple and
down-to-earth. Instead of utilizing the negative and often painful feedback of physical dominance,
choke chains, and prong collars, Tamar recommends love, play, and mutual respect as the keys to a
happy home for dog and human alike. Now, Tamar makes her Loved Dog™ Method accessible for
everyone with this day-by-day guide that will lead you through the first thirty days with your new
dog—or help you make a fresh start with your current dog. Drawing on her studies of wolves in the
wild and basing her method on the principles of child development, Tamar uses an instincts versus
choice approach that satisfies a dog’s Seven Basic Needs and will result in a pet with good manners.
30 Days to a Well-Mannered Dog covers every question commonly asked by people embarking on the
momentous journey of dog ownership: why it’s important to choose the appropriate dog for you and
your lifestyle, what you can expect from a puppy versus an adult dog, how to introduce your new dog
to your home, and how to respond when things don’t go according to plan. Tamar guides you every



step of the way, from addressing undesired behaviors in your dog to crate and paper training him to
introducing him to other dogs and helping him become relaxed with strangers. Included are
important but often overlooked tips about the use of words and body language to communicate, the
power of play, and the amazing value of teaching your dog some lighthearted pet tricks. Along the
way, Tamar debunks myths in need of debunking: that dogs are frequently alpha by nature and need
to be dominated; that discipline is the key to dog training, and that success only means getting your
dog to do what you want. Instead, she shows how to align your dog's wishes with your own to create
a rich and enduring relationship that works wonderfully for you both. Gentle, firm, and effective, 30
Days to a Well-Mannered Dog will build your relationship with your dog to make every new day
together a day of love, joy, and discovery.
  alternative to crate training: Training the Versatile Hunting Dog Chuck Johnson, 2006-08
Learn how to train your dog for hunting. Chuck's new approach will show you how to train your do
to be an outstanding water retriever. Each instructive chapter has a detailed explanation of the
training techniques, along with numerous illustrative photos.
  alternative to crate training: 30 Days to a Well-Mannered Dog Tamar Geller, 2011-08-09
Tamar Geller presents a thirty-day program based on her Loved Dog method that can help solve
problem behaviors and train dogs to be well-mannered and obedient.
  alternative to crate training: Culture Clash Jean Donaldson, 2013-06-01 The most thought
provoking book ever written on dog behavior and training Generations of dogs have been labeled
training-lemons for requiring actual motivation when all along they were perfectly normal.
Numerous other completely and utterly normal dogs have been branded as canine misfits simply
because they grew up to act like dogs. Barking, chewing, sniffing, licking, jumping up and
occasionally, (just like people), having arguments, is as normal and natural for dogs as wagging tails
and burying bones. However, all dogs need to be taught how to modify their normal and natural
behaviors to adjust to human culture. Sadly, all to often, when the dog's way of life conflicts with
human rules and standards, many dogs are discarded and summarily put to death. That's quite the
Culture Clash. Simply, the best dog book I have ever read! The Culture Clash is utterly unique,
fascinating to the extreme and literally overflowing with oodles of useful, how-to information. Jean
Donaldson's refreshing new perspective on the relationship between people and dogs had redefined
the state of the art of dog-friendly dog training. Dr. Ian Dunbar, Founder of the Association of Pet
Dog Trainers
  alternative to crate training: American Drifter Heather Graham, Chad Michael Murray,
2017-11-14 An exhilarating tale of love and murder set in the heart of Brazil, by acclaimed novelist
Heather Graham and television star Chad Michael Murray
  alternative to crate training: Positive Perspectives 2 Pat Miller, 2007 Get excellent
information on living with, caring for and training your canine companion in these collections of
articles from Whole Dog Journal by renowned trainer of trainers, Pat Miller. Bite-sized reads for any
dog parent on virtually every dog-related topic.
  alternative to crate training: How to Train Your Dog Jennifer Tate, Ryan Tate, 2021-03-16
Whether you’re looking to train a new puppy or to teach an older dog some new tricks, this
easy-to-follow guide is for you. Jen and Ryan Tate are expert animal trainers with years of
experience helping dog owners to develop happy and confident pets. In this informative book they
distil all their advice so you can feel prepared, stay in control and enjoy a great relationship with
your new dog, including: – Choosing the right breed for you and your lifestyle – Preparing your home
and the first 48 hours with your pup – House training and basic training – Socialisation and
confidence-building – Play, exercise, tricks and rewards – Resolving common behavioural issues such
as barking, digging and chewing – Ongoing learning and fun for teenage and adult dogs Clearly
written and well organised, and with evidence-based training techniques, this is the perfect
handbook for creating a stress-free and enjoyable bond with your puppy or dog.
  alternative to crate training: Crate Training Puppies Made Easy Allen Perry, 2023-02-01 Are
you welcoming a new puppy to your home? Are you looking to potty train them or prevent



destructive behaviors? Maybe you either want to give them a safe space at home or comfortably
transport them? Crate training is an effective and proven training method with many benefits and
uses. In this guide, I show you exactly how to crate train a puppy and take them from never having
seen a crate to being happy spending time in there and even seeking it out on their own as their
preferred place of rest. We will be working with your puppy’s natural curiosity and denning instincts
to achieve this goal, the methods described using zero force or coercion along the way. This book
contains some of the following; Introduction to crate training What is crate training? Benefits of
crate training a puppy Pros and cons of crate training Crate selection What to know before crate
training How to crate train a puppy: 6 steps in crate training Crate training on the first night Potty
training and puppy care crate training when your puppy is crying, whining, or barking How long
does it take to crate train a puppy? Alternatives to crate training a puppy In summary And lot’s more
GET YOUR COPY NOW!!!
  alternative to crate training: The Complete Idiot's Guide to Labrador Retrievers
Margaret H. Bonham, 2005 The Labrador Retriever is the most popular purebred dog and one of the
most versatile – used for hunting, search and rescue, assistance, and police work. However, Labs
aren't for everyone; they require more space and more playtime than many people can afford.
Whether a prospective owner or owner, the breed's special needs – medical, nutritional, and
emotional – are important to know. In this book you'll find everything you need to know about
keeping, training, medical care, and nutrition for Labs. In the Second Edition of The Complete Idiot's
Guide to Labrador Retrievers, readers will find: •The latest in clicker training for Labrador
Retrievers •Up-to-date information on genetic diseases and medical innovations •Travel needs •How
to guard against acquiring an overly inbred Lab •A new 8-page 4-color insert •4-color IFC (inside
front cover) and IBC (inside back cover) elements
  alternative to crate training: Don't Shoot the Dog! Karen Pryor, 2002 Includes a new
section on clicker training.
  alternative to crate training: Click to Calm Emma Parsons, 2005 Positive Answers for the
Aggressive Dog. The dog that bites. The dog that attacks other dogs. The dog who may not survive
his own aggressive behavior. What can be done to help these dogs? When Emma Parsons, canine
behavior consultant, discovered that her own dog was aggressive, she developed innovative and
effective strategies to calm, alter, and re-shape his reactive displays, and those of her clients' dogs.
  alternative to crate training: Puppy Start Right Kenneth M. Martin, Debbie Martin, 2011
With almost 200 pages, corresponding photos, and step-by-step instructions, Puppy Start Right is the
ideal book for fostering and enhancing a “parenting relationship” among people and their dogs! This
book is a great resource for all dog parents, dog trainers, puppy socialization class instructors,
shelters, and adoption agencies. Whether you are raising a new puppy, have recently adopted an
adolescent dog, or are living with an adult dog, Puppy Start Right is the book for you. This book sets
the foundation for a lifelong partnership between you and your dog based on a mutual
understanding and trust. Puppy Start Right is more than a puppy book about socialization; it’s a
positive approach to problem solving, prevention, and training, all without the use of force.
Problem-solving topics address common behaviors of adolescent dogs, including mouthing/biting,
jumping, chewing, digging, counter surfing, and stealing objects. Prevention topics include
confinement/independence training, food bowl exercises, handling and restraint, and more. The book
also includes: • The Developmental Life Stages of Dogs • Domestication, Social Behavior, How Dogs
Perceive the World, and Canine Communication • How Dogs Learn • Positive Socialization and What
to do if Your Dog is Frightened? • Applying the Problem-Solving Model to Prevent Common Behavior
Problems • House Training in 5 Easy Steps • Foundation Training Exercises
  alternative to crate training: A GUIDE TO LIVING WITH & TRAINING A FEARFUL DOG
Debbie Jacobs, 2015-05-06 A guide to the philosophy and techniques for working with fearful, shy or
anxious dogs, the book dispels common myths and misinformation regarding fear based behaviors. It
provides, in easy to understand language, the most effective and humane ways to handle dogs with
fear based behavior challenges. Very useful information and full of resources for shelters, foster care



givers, rescue organizations and veterinarians.
  alternative to crate training: Aggression in Dogs Brenda Aloff, Brenda Aloff's book has
become the bible for identifying, understanding, and resolving aggression problems in dogs.
Contains detailed training protocols to use in specific types of aggression situations and how to
manage the aggressive dog for his safety and the community's.
  alternative to crate training: After You Get Your Puppy Ian Dunbar, 2001 Now you have
your puppy, the clock is ticking and you need to meet three more Developmental Deadlines before
your puppy is five months old.4th Developmental Deadline - Socializing Your Puppy to PeopleYour
Most Urgent Priority is to socialize your puppy to a wide variety of people, especially children, men,
and strangers, before he is twelve weeks old. Well-socialized puppies grow up to be wonderful
companions, whereas antisocial dogs are difficult, time-consuming, and potentially dangerous. As a
rule of thumb, your puppy needs to meet at least one hundred people before he is three months old.
Since your puppy is still too young to venture out to dog parks and sidewalks, you'll need to start
inviting people to your home right away.5th Developmental Deadline - Teaching Bite InhibitionYour
Most Important Priority is that your puppy learns to inhibit the force of his bites and develop a soft
mouth; before he is eighteen weeks old. Whenever a dog bites a person, or fights with another dog,
the single most important prognostic factor is the degree of bite inhibition and hence, the likelihood
and seriousness of injury. Accidents happen. Someone may tread on the dog's paw, or a child may
trip over the dog while he's gnawing a bone. A dog may snap and lunge at a person when hurt or
frightened, but if the dog has well-established bite inhibition, it is unlikely the dog's teeth will
puncture, or even touch the skin.6th Developmental Deadline - Continuing Socialization in The
World at LargeThe Most Enjoyable Priority of dog ownership is to introduce your well-socialized
puppy to the world at large. Your dog will only remain sociable and confident if he continues to meet
and greet at least three unfamiliar people and three unfamiliar dogs every day. Meeting the same
people and dogs over and over is not sufficient. Your dog needs to practice meeting, greeting, and
getting along with strangers, not simply getting along with old friends. Regular walks with your dog
are as essential as they are enjoyable.
  alternative to crate training: Be the Pack Leader Cesar Millan, Melissa Jo Peltier, 2007-10-02
The bestselling author and star of National Geographic Channel's Dog Whisperer shows you how to
develop the calm-assertive energy of a successful pack leader and use it to improve your dog’s
life–and your own Be the Pack Leader is Cesar Millan’s guide for taking your relationship with your
dog to a higher level. By developing the skills necessary to become the calm-assertive owner your
dog needs in order for him to live a balanced, fulfilled life, you’ll improve your dog’s behavior and
your own life as well. Be the Pack Leader is filled with practical tips and techniques, including: •
How to use calm-assertive energy in relating to your dog—and to others around you • The truth
about behavioral tools, from leashes and harnesses to clickers and e-collars • How to satisfy the
needs of your dog’s breed • Success stories from Cesar’s clients, viewers, and fans—including the
Grogan family of Marley & Me fame • A quick reference guide of specific, step-by-step procedures to
tackling some of the most common dog behavior problems “[Cesar] arrives amid chaos and leaves
behind peace.” —Malcolm Gladwell, The New Yorker “[Millan is] serene and mesmerizing. . . . He
deserves a cape and a mask.” —New York Times
  alternative to crate training: The Complete Idiot's Guide to Choosing, Training, and
Raising a Dog Sarah Hodgson, 1996 Practical and entertaining, here is complete advice on
choosing the right dog for the family, plus easy-to-follow training instructions that make quick work
of discipline. An out-of-control pet can throw a household into complete chaos, upsetting dog and
owner alike, but with Hodgson on board readers will be well on their way to a well-behaved,
well-adjusted pet.
  alternative to crate training: The Art of Raising a Puppy (Revised Edition) Monks of New
Skete, 2011-06-29 The classic bestseller that established the Monks of New Skete as America's most
trusted authorities on dog training, canine behavior, and the animal/human bond, updated to include
the latest developments in canine health. In their two now-classic bestsellers, How to be Your Dog's



Best Friend and The Art of Raising a Puppy, the Monks draw on their experience as long-time
breeders of German shepherds and as trainers of dogs of all breeds to provide--brilliantly
distilled--the indispensable information and advice that every dog owner needs. This new edition of
The Art of Raising a Puppy features new photographs throughout, along with updated chapters on
play, crating, adopting dogs from shelters and rescue organizations, raising dogs in an urban
environment, and the latest developments in canine health and canine behavioral theory.
  alternative to crate training: Dogs of Dreamtime Karen Shanley, 2007-04-01 When does a
dog’s behavior become too dangerous for even the most loving person to accept? Karen Shanley
tackles this question in lyrical prose and brings to life her relationships with three very different
dogs: Kiera, Molly, and Magic, who all manage to capture Shanley’s heart. Dogs of Dreamtime
makes readers take a long, hard look at what matters most in life,and what does not—what can and
cannot be controlled. This is a touching story that will stay with readers forever.
  alternative to crate training: Training Your German Shepherd Dog Brandy Eggeman, Joan
Hustace Walker, 2018-02-01 Unleash the full potential of your German Shepherd dog with Training
Your German Shepherd Dog, the ultimate guide to nurturing a well-behaved, obedient, and balanced
canine companion. First-time owners and dog lovers will rejoice at this veterinarian-approved dog
training book! Training Your German Shepherd Dog provides advice on physical and behavioral
characteristics you should look for when choosing a puppy, along with recommended training. Key
Features: German Shepherd-Specific Training: Tailored specifically for German Shepherds, this book
provides breed-specific guidance to address their unique characteristics, intelligence, and natural
instincts. Basic Training Foundations: Learn effective positive reinforcement techniques and
reward-based training to encourage desired behaviors and discourage unwanted ones. Advanced
Training Techniques: Take your German Shepherd's training to the next level with advanced
techniques and commands. From off-leash training to advanced obedience skills, develop a
well-rounded and highly trained companion that excels in various situations. Problem Solving:
Address common behavioral issues and challenges specific to German Shepherds, such as excessive
barking, leash pulling, and separation anxiety. Explore practical solutions, troubleshooting tips, and
behavior modification techniques to overcome these hurdles. Socialization and Beyond: Discover
strategies for building confidence, managing aggression, and promoting positive interactions with
other dogs and humans. Health and Wellness: Understand the role of exercise, nutrition, and mental
stimulation in maintaining a healthy and well-balanced German Shepherd. Lifelong Bond: Create a
lasting partnership based on respect, mutual understanding, and love. Empower yourself with the
knowledge, tools, and strategies needed to bring out the best in your German Shepherd and create a
lifelong bond based on trust, respect, and obedience. 2018 Winner of the Dog Writers Association of
America (DWAA) Award for Best Book on Training or Sports!
  alternative to crate training: Decoding Your Dog Steve Dale, Jacqueline C. Neilson, Meghan
Elaine Herron, Patrick Yves Melese, Katherine A. Houpt, Leslie Larson Cooper, Lori Gaskins, Gerrad
Flannigan, Ellen M. Lindell, Jeannine Berger, Lore I. Haug, Valarie V. Tynes, Mary P. Klinck, Ilana
Reisner, Stefanie Schwartz, E'Lise Christensen, Karen L. Overall, Emily D. Levine, Melissa J. Bain,
Marsha Reich, Gary M. Landsberg, 2014 The top dog behaviorists in the country - the top
researchers, scientists, and veterinarians - have teamed up with a renowned media personality to
create the most cutting-edge, scientifically accurate, definitive book on why our dogs do what they
do and how we can prevent or solve common canine behavior problems.

Additional Resources
ALTERNATIVE Definition & Meaning - Merriam-Webster
The meaning of ALTERNATIVE is offering or expressing a choice. How to use alternative
in a sentence. Synonym Discussion of Alternative.



ALTERNATIVE | English meaning - Cambridge Dictionary
ALTERNATIVE definition: 1. An alternative plan or method is one that you can use if you
do not want to use another one: 2…. Learn more.

ALTERNATIVE Definition & Meaning | Dictionary.com
Alternative definition: a choice limited to one of two or more possibilities, as of things,
propositions, or courses of action, the selection of which precludes any other possibility..
See examples of …

ALTERNATIVE definition and meaning | Collins English Dictionary
Alternative is used to describe something that is different from the usual things of its kind,
or the usual ways of doing something, in modern Western society. For example, an
alternative lifestyle …

Alternative - Wikipedia
Alternative (Kamen Rider), a character in the Japanese TV series Kamen Rider
RyukiAlternative comics, or independent comics are an alternative to mainstream
superhero comics; Alternative …

Alternative - definition of alternative by The Free Dictionary
Define alternative. alternative synonyms, alternative pronunciation, alternative
translation, English dictionary definition of alternative. n. 1. a. One of a number of
possible choices or courses of …

alternative noun - Definition, pictures, pronunciation and usage …
alternative something that you can choose to have or do out of two or more possibilities:
You can be paid in cash weekly or by cheque monthly: those are the two alternatives.
option, choice or …

What does alternative mean? - Definitions.net
Alternative refers to one or more options or choices available as a substitute or
replacement to the existing one. It generally denotes the possibility of choice between two
or more things. In …

Alternative Definition & Meaning | Britannica Dictionary
ALTERNATIVE meaning: 1 : offering or expressing a choice; 2 : not usual or traditional
often used to describe something that is more natural or that causes less pollution than
the usual product, …

alternative - WordReference.com Dictionary of English
a choice among only two possibilities such that if one is chosen, the other cannot be
chosen: Here are the alternatives: surrender or die. one of these choices: The alternative
to riding is walking. …
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