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Summary: This article explores the diverse landscape of alternative early
childhood education, delving into various methodologies such as the Reggio
Emilia approach, Montessori method, Waldorf education, forest schools, and
unschooling. It highlights the core principles, benefits, and considerations
for each approach, providing parents and educators with a comprehensive
understanding of these alternatives to traditional early childhood education
settings. The article emphasizes the importance of child-centered learning,
play-based exploration, and fostering a holistic development in young
children.

1. What is Alternative Early Childhood Education?

The term "alternative early childhood education" encompasses a broad range of
educational philosophies and methodologies that differ significantly from
traditional preschool or kindergarten models. These alternatives prioritize a
child-centered approach, emphasizing the unique needs, interests, and
developmental trajectories of each child. Instead of standardized curricula
and teacher-directed instruction, alternative early childhood education often
focuses on play-based learning, hands-on exploration, and the development of
social-emotional skills alongside cognitive skills. This contrasts sharply
with more traditional models that may emphasize rote learning and
standardized testing as primary measures of success. Choosing alternative
early childhood education means opting for a learning environment that
prioritizes the child's holistic development and individual learning style.

2. The Reggio Emilia Approach: Empowering Young Minds

The Reggio Emilia approach, originating in Reggio Emilia, Italy, is renowned
for its emphasis on the child as a competent and curious learner. This
approach views the environment as the "third teacher," carefully designed to
stimulate exploration and discovery. Children are actively involved in



project-based learning, exploring their interests through open-ended
activities and interactions with their peers and educators. Documentation
plays a crucial role in the Reggio Emilia approach, capturing children's
learning journeys through photographs, drawings, and narratives. This
detailed documentation serves as a tool for reflection and further learning
for both children and educators. This form of alternative early childhood
education fosters creativity, collaboration, and a deep understanding of the
world.

3. The Montessori Method: Independent Learners for
Life

The Montessori method, developed by Maria Montessori, focuses on self-
directed activity, hands-on learning, and collaborative play. Montessori
classrooms are meticulously prepared environments with age-appropriate
materials designed to stimulate learning through sensory exploration and
problem-solving. Children work independently or in small groups, choosing
activities that match their interests and developmental level. The emphasis
is on independence, self-reliance, and the development of practical life
skills. This structured but flexible approach to alternative early childhood
education allows children to progress at their own pace, fostering a love of
learning and a sense of accomplishment.

4. Waldorf Education: Connecting to Nature and
Creativity

Waldorf education, rooted in the philosophy of Rudolf Steiner, emphasizes the
holistic development of the child—intellectually, emotionally, and
spiritually. Waldorf schools often incorporate artistic expression, music,
movement, and storytelling into their curriculum. Emphasis is placed on
imaginative play, hands-on activities, and a connection to nature. Technology
is generally minimized in early childhood Waldorf settings, prioritizing
direct experiences and the development of creativity and imagination. This
distinctive form of alternative early childhood education nurtures a sense of
wonder and appreciation for the natural world.

5. Forest Schools: Learning in Nature's Classroom

Forest schools are outdoor, nature-based early childhood education programs.
Children spend significant time outdoors in natural settings, engaging in
risk-taking activities, problem-solving, and exploring their surroundings.
This approach emphasizes self-discovery, resilience, and a deep connection
with nature. The curriculum is often child-led, allowing children to explore
their interests and develop their own learning pathways. This immersive form
of alternative early childhood education fosters independence, creativity,
and an appreciation for the environment.

6. Unschooling: Child-Led Learning at Home

Unschooling, a radical form of alternative early childhood education,
completely rejects traditional schooling models. Children's learning is
driven by their interests and curiosity, with parents serving as guides and
facilitators. Learning takes place in various settings, both formal and
informal, often through experiential learning, exploration, and real-world



engagement. While unconventional, unschooling can be highly effective for
children who thrive in self-directed learning environments. However, it
requires significant parental commitment and careful planning.

7. Play-Based Learning: The Foundation of Early
Development

Play-based learning is a core principle underlying many alternative early
childhood education approaches. It recognizes the crucial role of play in
children's cognitive, social-emotional, and physical development. Play
provides opportunities for exploration, experimentation, problem-solving, and
social interaction. Through play, children develop language skills,
creativity, and emotional regulation. Many alternative early childhood
education programs incorporate play-based learning as a foundational element
of their curriculum.

8. Child-Led Learning: Empowering Children's Choices

Child-led learning empowers children to take ownership of their learning
journey. Educators act as facilitators, supporting children's interests and
providing resources and guidance. This approach contrasts with teacher-
directed instruction, where the curriculum is predetermined and children
follow a set path. Child-led learning allows children to explore their
passions, develop their strengths, and build confidence in their abilities.
Many alternative early childhood education models embrace child-led learning
as a core principle.

9. Choosing the Right Alternative for Your Child

Selecting the right alternative early childhood education approach depends on
several factors, including your child's personality, learning style, and your
family's values and lifestyle. Consider the specific philosophies and
methodologies of each approach, and visit different programs to observe the
learning environment firsthand. Speak with educators and parents of children
who have attended these programs to gain valuable insights. The ultimate goal
is to find an educational setting that supports your child's holistic
development and fosters a love of learning.

Conclusion:

Alternative early childhood education offers a diverse range of approaches
that prioritize child-centered learning, holistic development, and
individualized instruction. By understanding the core principles and
methodologies of different alternatives, parents and educators can make
informed decisions to best support the unique needs and potential of each
child. The shift towards alternative approaches reflects a growing
recognition of the importance of fostering creativity, curiosity, and a love
of learning from the earliest stages of development.

FAQs:



What are the benefits of alternative early childhood education?1.
Alternative approaches often foster greater creativity, independence,
social-emotional development, and a deeper connection to learning than
traditional models.

Are alternative early childhood education programs accredited?1.
Accreditation varies widely depending on the specific program and
location. It's essential to check accreditation status with the relevant
authorities.

How do I find an alternative early childhood education program near me?1.
Search online directories, contact local community organizations, and
speak to other parents.

What is the cost of alternative early childhood education? Costs vary1.
significantly depending on the type of program and location.

Are alternative early childhood education programs suitable for all1.
children? While many benefit from alternative approaches, some children
may thrive more in traditional settings. Careful consideration of
individual needs is crucial.

How can I support my child's learning at home if they attend an1.
alternative early childhood education program? Engage in play-based
activities, encourage exploration, and support their interests.

What are the differences between Reggio Emilia and Montessori? While1.
both are child-centered, Reggio Emilia is more project-based and
community-focused, while Montessori emphasizes self-directed learning
with structured materials.

What is the role of the teacher in alternative early childhood1.
education? Teachers are facilitators and guides, supporting children's
learning and providing resources.

How can I prepare my child for transition from alternative early1.
childhood education to traditional schooling? Communication with the
next school and gradual introduction to some aspects of traditional



schooling can ease the transition.

Related Articles:

The Reggio Emilia Approach: A Deep Dive: Explores the philosophy,1.
principles, and practical applications of the Reggio Emilia approach.

Montessori Method: Practical Tips for Parents: Provides actionable1.
advice for parents seeking to implement Montessori principles at home.

Waldorf Education: An Overview of Curriculum and Pedagogy: Details the1.
unique curriculum and teaching methods of Waldorf education.

The Benefits of Forest Schools for Child Development: Presents research-1.
based evidence on the positive impacts of forest schools.

Unschooling: A Guide for Parents Considering This Approach: Offers1.
practical guidance and considerations for families interested in
unschooling.

The Power of Play in Early Childhood Education: Explores the crucial1.
role of play in child development and learning.

Child-Led Learning: Cultivating Independence and Curiosity: Discusses1.
the advantages and strategies for implementing child-led learning in
various settings.

Comparing and Contrasting Alternative Early Childhood Education Models:1.
Provides a comparative analysis of different alternative approaches,
highlighting their similarities and differences.

Choosing the Right Early Childhood Education: A Comprehensive Guide for1.
Parents: A broader overview considering both traditional and alternative
early childhood education options.



  alternative early childhood education: Alternative Narratives in Early Childhood Peter Moss,
2018-07-11 Challenging dominant discourses in the field of early childhood education, this book
provides an accessible introduction to some of the alternative narratives and diverse perspectives
that are increasingly to be heard in this field, as well as discussing the importance of paradigm,
politics and ethics. Peter Moss draws on material published in the groundbreaking Contesting Early
Childhood series to introduce readers to thinking that questions the mainstream approach to early
childhood education and to offer rich examples to illustrate how this thinking is being put to work in
practice. Key topics addressed include: dominant discourses in today’s early childhood education –
and what is meant by ‘dominant discourse’ why politics and ethics are the starting points for early
childhood education Reggio Emilia as an example of an alternative narrative the relevance to early
childhood education of thinkers such as Michel Foucault and Gilles Deleuze and of theoretical
positions such as posthumanism. An enlightening read for students and practitioners, as well as
policymakers, academics and parents, this book is intended for anyone who wants to think more
about early childhood education and delve deeper into new perspectives and debates in this field.
  alternative early childhood education: Alternative Routes to Teaching Pam Grossman,
Susanna Loeb, 2021-02-25 Over the past 20 years, alternative certification for teachers has emerged
as a major avenue of teacher preparation. The proliferation of new pathways has spurred heated
debate over how best to recruit, prepare, and support qualified teachers. Alternative Routes to
Teaching provides a thorough and dispassionate review of the research evidence on alternative
certification. It takes readers beyond the simple dichotomies that have characterized the debate
over alternative certification, encourages them to look carefully at the trade-offs implicit in any route
into teaching, and suggests ways to “marry” the proven strengths of both traditional and alternative
approaches.
  alternative early childhood education: Radical Education and the Common School
Michael Fielding, Peter Moss, 2010-12-16 What is education, what is it for and what are its
fundamental values? How do we understand knowledge and learning? What is our image of the child
and the school? How does the ever more pressing need to develop a more just, creative and
sustainable democratic society affect our responses to these questions? Addressing these
fundamental issues, Fielding and Moss contest the current mainstream dominated by markets and
competition, instrumentality and standardisation, managerialism and technical practice. They argue
instead for a radical education with democracy as a fundamental value, care as a central ethic, a
person-centred education that is education in the broadest sense, and an image of a child rich in
potential. Radical education, they say, should be practiced in the ‘common school’, a school for all
children in its local catchment area, age-integrated, human scale, focused on depth of learning and
based on team working. A school understood as a public space for all citizens, a collective workshop
of many purposes and possibilities, and a person-centred learning community, working closely with
other schools and with local authorities. The book concludes by examining how we might bring such
transformation about. Written by two of the leading experts in the fields of early childhood and
secondary education, the book covers a wide vista of education for children and young people. Vivid
examples from different stages of education are used to explore the full meaning of radical
democratic education and the common school and how they can work in practice. It connects rich
thinking and experiences from the past and present to offer direction and hope for the future. It will
be of interest and inspiration to all who care about education - teachers and students, academics and
policy makers, parents and politicians.
  alternative early childhood education: Innovating to Learn, Learning to Innovate OECD,
2008-11-03 This book summarises and discusses key findings from the learning sciences, shedding
light on the cognitive and social processes that can be used to redesign classrooms to make them
highly effective learning environments.



  alternative early childhood education: Helping Students Graduate Franklin Schargel, Jay
Smink, 2013-10-31 This book describes the fifteen strategies identified through research reviewed
by The National Dropout Prevention Center and Network at Clemson University. Each chapter in
this book was written by a nationally recognized authority in that field. Research has shown that
these 15 strategies have been successfully implemented in all school levels from K - 12 in rural,
suburban, and urban centers; as stand-alone programs or as part of systemic school improvement
plans. Helping Students Graduate: A Strategic Approach to Dropout Prevention also covers No Child
Left Behind and its effects on dropout rates; Dealing with Hispanic dropouts; Differences and
similarities between rural and urban dropouts. These fifteen strategies have been adopted by the
U.S. Department of Education. They are applicable to all students, including students with
disabilities.
  alternative early childhood education: Supporting Early Career Teachers With
Research-Based Practices Wellner, Laurie, Pierce-Friedman, Kathleen, 2021-05-21 Teachers in their
first few years of their teaching career require high quality, structured support to begin the journey
towards becoming experts. Establishing research-based best practices and working habits set up
early career teachers for a fulfilling and successful career. The requirements of teachers are
constantly changing, and teachers need to continually adapt their knowledge and practices to fit
schools’ changing demographics. Having a toolbox of research-based best practices to draw upon
can support early career teachers as they move from theory to practical application when the
learning curve is the steepest. Strengthening the system of support includes increasing teachers’
influence over their day-to-day work and developing positive and supportive cultures of learning.
Supporting Early Career Teachers With Research-Based Practices presents both theoretical and
practical research to support the conceptual understanding of educational praxis for common areas
with which early career educators may require additional expertise or support. This book is intended
to be a valuable contribution to the body of literature in the field of education by supplying
research-based teaching practices for modern education. Primary topics covered include
professional learning, classroom management, student-teacher relationships, teaching diverse
students and inclusive educational practices, and teacher self-care strategies. This book is a valuable
reference tool for early career teachers of all subject areas and grade levels, school administrators,
teacher mentors and guides, education faculty in higher education, educational researchers,
curriculum developers, instructional facilitators, practicing teachers, pre-service teachers,
professional development coordinators, teacher educators, researchers, academicians, and students
interested in teaching practices and support for the early career teacher.
  alternative early childhood education: Beyond Quality in Early Childhood Education and
Care Gunilla Dahlberg, Peter Moss, Alan Pence, Dr Alan Pence, 2007-01-24 This book challenges
received wisdom and the tendency to reduce philosophical issues of value to purely technical issues
of measurement and management.
  alternative early childhood education: Alternative Approaches to Assessing Young
Children Angela Losardo, Angela Notari-Syverson, 2011 Updated to reflect 10 years of evolution in
demographics, research, technology, and legislation, the new edition of this bestselling textbook
introduces early childhood educators to the fundamentals of six alternative assessment methods.
  alternative early childhood education: Deconstructing Early Childhood Education Gaile
Sloan Cannella, 1997 From a critical perspective, some early childhood educators have proposed
that the knowledge base used to ground the field actually serves to support the status quo,
reinforces prejudices and stereotypes, and ignores the real lives of children. The purpose of this
book is to deconstruct early childhood education, identifying and evaluating the themes and forms of
discourse that have dominated the field, leading to the construction of specific theories and forms of
practice that privilege particular groups of children and adults and oppress others. An alternative
avenue for early childhood education is posited that focuses on social justice and human agency.
  alternative early childhood education: Transformative Change and Real Utopias in Early
Childhood Education Peter Moss, 2014-04-24 Early childhood education and care is a major policy



issue for national governments and international organisations. This book contests two stories, both
infused by neoliberal thinking, that dominate early childhood policy making today - ‘the story of
quality and high returns’ and ‘the story of markets’, stories that promise high returns on investment
if only the right technologies are applied to children and the perfection of a system based on
competition and individual choice. But there are alternative stories and this book tells one: a ‘story
of democracy, experimentation and potentiality’ in which early childhood centres are public spaces
and public resources, places where democracy and experimentation are fundamental values,
community workshops for realising the potentiality of citizens. This story calls for transformative
change but offers a real utopia, both viable and achievable. The book discusses some of the
conditions needed for the story’s enactment and shows what it means in practice in a chapter about
project work contributed by a Swedish preschool teacher. Critical but hopeful, this book is an
important contribution to resisting the dictatorship of no alternative and renewing a democratic
politics of early childhood education. It is essential reading for students and teachers, researchers
and other academics, and for all other concerned citizens.
  alternative early childhood education: Reconceptualizing Early Childhood Care and
Education Marianne N. Bloch, Beth Blue Swadener, Gaile Sloan Cannella, 2014 Reconceptualizing
Early Childhood Care and Education is a foundational text, which presents contemporary theories
and debates about early education and child care in many nations. Audiences include students in
graduate courses focused on early childhood and primary education, critical cultural studies of
childhood, critical curriculum studies and critical theories.
  alternative early childhood education: The Wiley Handbook of Early Childhood Care and
Education Christopher P. Brown, Mary Benson McMullen, Nancy File, 2019-04-23 The essential
resource to the issues surrounding childhood care and education with contributions from noted
experts The Wiley Handbook of Early Childhood Care and Education is a comprehensive resource
that offers a review of the historical aspects, best practices, and the future directions of the field.
With contributions from noted experts in the field, the book contains 30 interdisciplinary essays that
explore in-depth the central issues of early childhood care and education. The handbook presents a
benchmark reference to the basic knowledge, effective approaches to use with young children,
curriculum design, professional development, current policies, and other critical information. The
expert contributors address the myriad complex policy and practice issues that are most relevant
today. The essays provide insight into topics such as child development and diversity, the
sociocultural process of child development, the importance of the home environment in the lives of
young children, early childhood special education, teaching and learning literacy, and much more.
This important resource: Presents a comprehensive synopsis of the major components of the field of
early childhood care and education Contains contributions from leading scholars, researchers, and
experts in the field Offers the foundational knowledge and practices for working with young children
Puts the focus on how early childhood works and presents an understanding of culture as a
foundational component of both child development and early childhood education Written for
academic scholars, researchers, advocates, policymakers, and students of early childhood care and
education, The Wiley Handbook of Early Childhood Care and Education is a comprehensive resource
to the major issues for dealing with childhood care and education with contributions from noted
scholars in the field.
  alternative early childhood education: Early Childhood and Compulsory Education Peter
Moss, Lucia Balduzzi, 2013 What should be the relationship between early childhood and
compulsory education? While it's widely assumed that the former should prepare children for the
latter, there are alternatives. This book contests the 'readying for school' relationship as neither
self-evident nor unproblematic, and explores some alternative relationships.
  alternative early childhood education: Transforming the Workforce for Children Birth
Through Age 8 National Research Council, Institute of Medicine, Board on Children, Youth, and
Families, Committee on the Science of Children Birth to Age 8: Deepening and Broadening the
Foundation for Success, 2015-07-23 Children are already learning at birth, and they develop and



learn at a rapid pace in their early years. This provides a critical foundation for lifelong progress,
and the adults who provide for the care and the education of young children bear a great
responsibility for their health, development, and learning. Despite the fact that they share the same
objective - to nurture young children and secure their future success - the various practitioners who
contribute to the care and the education of children from birth through age 8 are not acknowledged
as a workforce unified by the common knowledge and competencies needed to do their jobs well.
Transforming the Workforce for Children Birth Through Age 8 explores the science of child
development, particularly looking at implications for the professionals who work with children. This
report examines the current capacities and practices of the workforce, the settings in which they
work, the policies and infrastructure that set qualifications and provide professional learning, and
the government agencies and other funders who support and oversee these systems. This book then
makes recommendations to improve the quality of professional practice and the practice
environment for care and education professionals. These detailed recommendations create a
blueprint for action that builds on a unifying foundation of child development and early learning,
shared knowledge and competencies for care and education professionals, and principles for
effective professional learning. Young children thrive and learn best when they have secure, positive
relationships with adults who are knowledgeable about how to support their development and
learning and are responsive to their individual progress. Transforming the Workforce for Children
Birth Through Age 8 offers guidance on system changes to improve the quality of professional
practice, specific actions to improve professional learning systems and workforce development, and
research to continue to build the knowledge base in ways that will directly advance and inform
future actions. The recommendations of this book provide an opportunity to improve the quality of
the care and the education that children receive, and ultimately improve outcomes for children.
  alternative early childhood education: Researching Early Childhood Education for
Sustainability Sue Elliott, Eva Ärlemalm-Hagsér, Julie M. Davis, 2020 This book captures the now
burgeoning research field of early childhood education for sustainability (ECEfS) and comprises
insights from an ever-widening and diverse pool of researchers, who are promoting, engaging, and
explaining the latest ECEfS research in the light of local, national, and United Nations global policy
directives. With the increasing urgency of global climate disruptions, resource depletions, and
biodiversity losses alongside greater human dislocation, the international scope of research and
theory in this book provides a comprehensive guide to the role of sustainability in early childhood
education, at a time when it is needed more than ever. Elliott, Ärlemalm-Hagsér, and Davis have
brought together a collection of studies that offer new insights and approaches to ECEfS which
challenge dominant narratives surrounding early childhood education and sustainability, including
topics such as: how diverse worldviews and cultures challenge perceptions of sustainability; how
bold national early education policies and urgent shifts in teacher education are imperative for
driving transformative practices; and, how ECEfS curriculum and pedagogy can be incorporated
successfully into early years settings. This book will both inspire researchers and more deeply
enable early years' educators to practise sustainability with children, and so will be of great interest
to scholars, lecturers, and researchers, as well as undergraduate and postgraduate students, across
the increasingly intersecting fields of sustainability and early childhood education.
  alternative early childhood education: Dyslexia and Alternative Therapies Maria Chivers,
2006-08-15 A good book about how alternative therapies can help dyslexia. It mentions each therapy
individually and explains what it is, how it works, how many sessions are needed, who will benefit,
and if it can be done at home.' - Education Otherwise This comprehensive book offers clear and
balanced information on a range of alternative therapies for individuals with dyslexia, dyscalculia,
dyspraxia or ADHD. The author provides an overview of each therapeutic option, method of use and
case examples, covering nutritional supplements, massage, acupuncture and hypnotherapy, among
others. She also includes contributions from experienced alternative therapists, offering an insider's
view of what works and what does not. Her objective approach will enable the reader to make an
informed choice from among the many available options. A bibliography and a list of useful contacts



are also provided. This book is a key resource for anyone interested in exploring alternative therapy
approaches to dyslexia and related difficulties, particularly for parents of people with dyslexia,
dyslexics themselves and the professionals who work with them.
  alternative early childhood education: Early Childhood Inclusion Michael J. Guralnick, 2001
This book comprehensively evaluates early childhood inclusion over the past 25 years. Based on
their research and extensive experience, the authors examine benefits and drawbacks of inclusion,
leading influences on inclusion, and issues that face children in different environments with different
developmental challenges. The book shows professionals, instructors, and students in early
intervention and early childhood education where inclusion is today and what they need to do to
keep the field moving forward. The final chapter presents a national in-scope agenda for change - a
framework of ideas for meeting challenges and achieving an agreed-upon set of principles and
practices - in order to create optimal educational environments for all children.
  alternative early childhood education: Possible Schools Ann Lewin-Benham, 2006 Tells the
story of the Model Early Learnng Center (MELC) in Washington, DC. Presenting a new vision for
early education, the author describes the origin of this school serving the impoverished urban
families and traces its evolution from a chaotic inception to its ability to apply Reggio practices.
  alternative early childhood education: The Palgrave International Handbook of Alternative
Education Helen E. Lees, Nel Noddings, 2016-08-31 This state-of-the-art, comprehensive Handbook
fully explores the field of alternative education on an international scale. Alternatives to mainstream
schooling and education are becoming increasingly recognised as pertinent and urgent for better
understanding what really works in successfully educating children and adults today, especially in
light of the increased performance driven and managerially organised economic modelling of
education that dominates. For too long we have wondered what “exactly” education done otherwise
might look like and here we meet individual examples as well as seeing what alternative education is
when a collection becomes greater than the sum of parts. The Handbook profiles numerous
empirical examples from around the world of education being done in innovative and excitingly
democratic and autonomous ways from Forest Schools and Home Education through to new
technologies, neuroscience and the importance of solitude. The book also sets out important
theoretical perspectives to inform us why seeing education through an alternative lens is useful as
well as urgently needed. Global in its perspective and definitive in content, this one-stop volume will
be an indispensable reference resource for a wide range of academics, students and researchers in
the fields of Education, Education Policy, Sociology and Philosophy as well as educational
practitioners.
  alternative early childhood education: Positive Discipline Tools for Teachers Jane Nelsen,
Ed.D., Kelly Gfroerer, Ph.D., 2017-06-06 MORE THAN 2 MILLION POSITIVE DISCIPLINE BOOKS
SOLD The Positive Discipline method has proved to be an invaluable resource for teachers who want
to foster creative problem-solving within their students, giving them the behavioral skills they need
to understand and process what they learn. In Positive Discipline Tools for Teachers, you will learn
how to successfully incorporate respectful, solution-oriented approaches to ensure a cooperative and
productive classroom. Using tools like Connection Before Correction, Four Problem-Solving Steps,
and Focusing on Solutions, teachers will be able to focus on student-centered learning, rather than
wasting time trying to control their students' behavior. Each tool is specifically tailored for the
modern classroom, with examples and positive solutions to each and every roadblock that stands in
the way of cooperative learning. Complete with the most up-to-date research on classroom
management and the effectiveness of the Positive Discipline method, this comprehensive guide also
includes helpful teacher stories and testimonials from around the world. You will learn how to: -
Model kind and firm leadership in the classroom - Keep your students involved and intrinsically
motivated - Improve students’ self-regulation -And more!
  alternative early childhood education: Teaching as Story Telling Kieran Egan, 1989-03-15 An
eminently practical guide, Teaching as Story Telling shows teachers how to integrate imagination
and reason into the curriculum when planning classes in social studies, language arts, mathematics,



and science. In his innovative book, Kieran Egan refashions the ancient function of the storyteller
with such clarity that any teacher can step into the role with confidence. Not only does Egan's book
make the reader look anew at what is too often taken for granted about the ways in which children
learn, it opens up a range of critical questions about our orientation to objectives and to either/ors
when it comes to the affective and the cognitive. - Back cover.
  alternative early childhood education: California Early Childhood Educator Competencies
California. Department of Education, California. Children and Families Commission, 2012
  alternative early childhood education: Eager to Learn National Research Council,
Commission on Behavioral and Social Sciences and Education, Committee on Early Childhood
Pedagogy, 2001-01-22 Clearly babies come into the world remarkably receptive to its wonders. Their
alertness to sights, sounds, and even abstract concepts makes them inquisitive explorersâ€and
learnersâ€every waking minute. Well before formal schooling begins, children's early experiences
lay the foundations for their later social behavior, emotional regulation, and literacy. Yet, for a
variety of reasons, far too little attention is given to the quality of these crucial years. Outmoded
theories, outdated facts, and undersized budgets all play a part in the uneven quality of early
childhood programs throughout our country. What will it take to provide better early education and
care for our children between the ages of two and five? Eager to Learn explores this crucial
question, synthesizing the newest research findings on how young children learn and the impact of
early learning. Key discoveries in how young children learn are reviewed in language accessible to
parents as well as educators: findings about the interplay of biology and environment, variations in
learning among individuals and children from different social and economic groups, and the
importance of health, safety, nutrition and interpersonal warmth to early learning. Perhaps most
significant, the book documents how very early in life learning really begins. Valuable conclusions
and recommendations are presented in the areas of the teacher-child relationship, the organization
and content of curriculum, meeting the needs of those children most at risk of school failure, teacher
preparation, assessment of teaching and learning, and more. The book discusses: Evidence for
competing theories, models, and approaches in the field and a hard look at some day-to-day
practices and activities generally used in preschool. The role of the teacher, the importance of peer
interactions, and other relationships in the child's life. Learning needs of minority children, children
with disabilities, and other special groups. Approaches to assessing young children's learning for the
purposes of policy decisions, diagnosis of educational difficulties, and instructional planning.
Preparation and continuing development of teachers. Eager to Learn presents a comprehensive,
coherent picture of early childhood learning, along with a clear path toward improving this
important stage of life for all children.
  alternative early childhood education: "I Love Learning; I Hate School" Susan D. Blum,
2016-01-13 Frustrated by her students’ performance, her relationships with them, and her own
daughter’s problems in school, Susan D. Blum, a professor of anthropology, set out to understand
why her students found their educational experience at a top-tier institution so profoundly difficult
and unsatisfying. Through her research and in conversations with her students, she discovered a
troubling mismatch between the goals of the university and the needs of students. In I Love
Learning; I Hate School, Blum tells two intertwined but inseparable stories: the results of her
research into how students learn contrasted with the way conventional education works, and the
personal narrative of how she herself was transformed by this understanding. Blum concludes that
the dominant forms of higher education do not match the myriad forms of learning that help
students—people in general—master meaningful and worthwhile skills and knowledge. Students are
capable of learning huge amounts, but the ways higher education is structured often leads them to
fail to learn. More than that, it leads to ill effects. In this critique of higher education, infused with
anthropological insights, Blum explains why so much is going wrong and offers suggestions for how
to bring classroom learning more in line with appropriate forms of engagement. She challenges our
system of education and argues for a reintegration of learning with life.
  alternative early childhood education: The Montessori Toddler Simone Davies, 2019-03-19



Announcing that rare parenting book that will not only help you become a more effective parent but
actually change how you see your children. Written by Montessori educator Simone Davies, this
book shows you how to bring the educational values of a Montessori classroom into your
home—while turning the whole idea of the “terrible twos” on its head. Here is how to set up
Montessori-friendly spaces in your home. Principles for fostering curiosity in your child—and in
yourself. Specific Montessori skills—the winter coat flip; getting your toddler to pour his or her own
water and clean up whatever spills might occur. And it goes much deeper, showing how a parent can
really be present, be the child’s guide, and handle tantrums and problematic behavior without
resorting to bribes, threats, or punishment and truly celebrate every stage. It’s also that rare
parenting book that’s beautiful to look at, with a bright, airy design and simple color illustrations
and photographs.
  alternative early childhood education: There are Alternatives! Peter Moss, 2009
  alternative early childhood education: Anti-Bias Education for Young Children and Ourselves
Louise Derman-Sparks, Julie Olsen Edwards, 2020-04-07 Anti-bias education begins with you!
Become a skilled anti-bias teacher with this practical guidance to confronting and eliminating
barriers.
  alternative early childhood education: The Importance of Being Little Erika Christakis,
2016-02-09 “Christakis . . . expertly weaves academic research, personal experience and anecdotal
evidence into her book . . . a bracing and convincing case that early education has reached a point of
crisis . . . her book is a rare thing: a serious work of research that also happens to be well-written
and personal . . . engaging and important.” --Washington Post What kids need from grown-ups (but
aren't getting)...an impassioned plea for educators and parents to put down the worksheets and flash
cards, ditch the tired craft projects (yes, you, Thanksgiving Handprint Turkey) and exotic vocabulary
lessons, and double-down on one, simple word: play. --NPR The New York Times bestseller that
provides a bold challenge to the conventional wisdom about early childhood, with a pragmatic
program to encourage parents and teachers to rethink how and where young children learn best by
taking the child’s eye view of the learning environment To a four-year-old watching bulldozers at a
construction site or chasing butterflies in flight, the world is awash with promise. Little children
come into the world hardwired to learn in virtually any setting and about any matter. Yet in today’s
preschool and kindergarten classrooms, learning has been reduced to scripted lessons and suspect
metrics that too often undervalue a child’s intelligence while overtaxing the child’s growing brain.
These mismatched expectations wreak havoc on the family: parents fear that if they choose the
“wrong” program, their child won’t get into the “right” college. But Yale early childhood expert
Erika Christakis says our fears are wildly misplaced. Our anxiety about preparing and safeguarding
our children’s future seems to have reached a fever pitch at a time when, ironically, science gives us
more certainty than ever before that young children are exceptionally strong thinkers. In her
pathbreaking book, Christakis explains what it’s like to be a young child in America today, in a world
designed by and for adults, where we have confused schooling with learning. She offers real-life
solutions to real-life issues, with nuance and direction that takes us far beyond the usual
prescriptions for fewer tests, more play. She looks at children’s use of language, their artistic
expressions, the way their imaginations grow, and how they build deep emotional bonds to stretch
the boundaries of their small worlds. Rather than clutter their worlds with more and more stuff,
sometimes the wisest course for us is to learn how to get out of their way. Christakis’s message is
energizing and reassuring: young children are inherently powerful, and they (and their parents) will
flourish when we learn new ways of restoring the vital early learning environment to one that is best
suited to the littlest learners. This bold and pragmatic challenge to the conventional wisdom peels
back the mystery of childhood, revealing a place that’s rich with possibility.
  alternative early childhood education: Amelie Trott and the Earth Watchers Moyra
Irving, 2020-04-02
  alternative early childhood education: Holistic Sleep Coaching: Gentle Alternatives to Sleep
Training for Health and Childcare Professionals Lyndsey Hookway, 2018-09-04 Lyndsey Hookway's



Holistic Sleep Coaching is the book parent-child health professionals have been waiting for
regarding infants', children's, and parents' sleep! The comprehensive content is comprised of an
exhaustive review of the sleep literature, but it is written in a reader-friendly discussion format.
(References are cited in text with the complete reference list in APA alphabetical style at the end.) I
appreciate Hookway's evidence-based approach with its emphasis on human sleep biology. Yet her
words constantly model sensitivity and empathy for both babies/children and their parents who live
in our current cultural landscape of isolated nuclear families dependent on two incomes and often
miles from physical support. -Karen Kerkhoff Gromada, MSN, RN, IBCLC, FILCA Author: Mothering
Multiples: Breastfeeding and Caring for Twins or More There is much to like in Hookway's book,
including her clear understanding of the link between breastfeeding and sleeping, and the
importance of sleep for parental mental health. Educating practitioners about normal infant sleep is
an important task. Too many are only aware of extinction methods for addressing parental sleep
concerns: with Holistic Sleep Coaching Hookway is laying the groundwork for the development of a
more evidence-based and systematic approach. -Helen Ball, Professor of Anthropology, Director of
the Durham Infancy & Sleep Centre (DISC), Founder of the Baby Sleep Info Source (Basis) As a
breastfeeding professional, I was curious and hopeful when I began reading Lyndsey Hookway's
book, Holistic Sleep Coaching. One of the biggest worries for most new parents is how lack of sleep
will impact their family, particularly within the context of breastfeeding. This book is not about
training a baby how to sleep, or using dangerous methods that can comprise the breastfeeding
relationship. This book IS about understanding how sleep works and how to use that knowledge to
understand one's baby. It enables parents to support the uniqueness of their child, continue
breastfeeding effectively, and identify how to create the most supportive environment possible to
optimize sleep within their distinct family. I would definitely recommend this book as a MUST for
new parents before their baby arrives, as well as an integral resource for all perinatal professionals!
-Laurel Wilson, IBCLC, RLC, CLE, CLD, CCCECo-Author of The Attachment Pregnancy and The
Greatest Pregnancy Ever Infants are probably sleeping no differently now than they were 1000 years
ago. However, parenting has changed. We are dealing with the paradox of parenting information
overload, coupled with time-poverty. Parents know more than ever about the importance of love,
attachment and security to young children. They may know about good nutrition, stress
management, toxins, skin to skin, breastfeeding, one-to-one time, emotion coaching and organic
food. Parents are bombarded with appliances that are supposed to make their lives easier, and yet
end up confused about what is really necessary. At the same time, modern parents are leading busy,
expensive lives, and have jobs that they love or need. And within all this, their babies are still
sleeping the same as they always have. Some sleep experts are quick to suggest quick fixes to
lengthen infant sleep, but there is growing concern that techniques such as extinction may have
negative outcomes for infants as well as being stressful for parents. Holistic Sleep Coaching is a
multi-dimensional approach that looks at the big picture and recognises that babies' needs are not
just physical but psychological, emotional and relational. Holistic Sleep Coaching provides an
evidence-based overview of how to optimise sleep without leaving babies and children to cry for
health and child care professionals.
  alternative early childhood education: The Surprising Power of Liberating Structures
Henri Lipmanowicz, Keith McCandless, 2014-10-28 Smart leaders know that they would greatly
increase productivity and innovation if only they could get everyone fully engaged. So do professors,
facilitators and all changemakers. The challenge is how. Liberating Structures are novel, practical
and no-nonsense methods to help you accomplish this goal with groups of any size. Prepare to be
surprised by how simple and easy they are for anyone to use. This book shows you how with detailed
descriptions for putting them into practice plus tips on how to get started and traps to avoid. It takes
the design and facilitation methods experts use and puts them within reach of anyone in any
organization or initiative, from the frontline to the C-suite. Part One: The Hidden Structure of
Engagement will ground you with the conceptual framework and vocabulary of Liberating
Structures. It contrasts Liberating Structures with conventional methods and shows the benefits of



using them to transform the way people collaborate, learn, and discover solutions together. Part
Two: Getting Started and Beyond offers guidelines for experimenting in a wide range of applications
from small group interactions to system-wide initiatives: meetings, projects, problem solving, change
initiatives, product launches, strategy development, etc. Part Three: Stories from the Field
illustrates the endless possibilities Liberating Structures offer with stories from users around the
world, in all types of organizations -- from healthcare to academic to military to global business
enterprises, from judicial and legislative environments to R&D. Part Four: The Field Guide for
Including, Engaging, and Unleashing Everyone describes how to use each of the 33 Liberating
Structures with step-by-step explanations of what to do and what to expect. Discover today what
Liberating Structures can do for you, without expensive investments, complicated training, or
difficult restructuring. Liberate everyone's contributions -- all it takes is the determination to
experiment.
  alternative early childhood education: TExES Social Studies 4-8 (118) Secrets Study Guide
Texes Exam Secrets Test Prep, 2018-04-12 ***Includes Practice Test Questions*** Texas Massage
Therapy Written Exam Secrets helps you ace the Texas Massage Therapy Written Exam, without
weeks and months of endless studying. Our comprehensive Texas Massage Therapy Written Exam
Secrets study guide is written by our exam experts, who painstakingly researched every topic and
concept that you need to know to ace your test. Our original research reveals specific weaknesses
that you can exploit to increase your exam score more than you've ever imagined. Texas Massage
Therapy Written Exam Secrets includes: The 5 Secret Keys to NCE Success: Time is Your Greatest
Enemy, Guessing is Not Guesswork, Practice Smarter, Not Harder, Prepare, Don't Procrastinate,
Test Yourself; A comprehensive General Strategy review including: Make Predictions, Answer the
Question, Benchmark, Valid Information, Avoid Fact Traps, Milk the Question, The Trap of
Familiarity, Eliminate Answers, Tough Questions, Brainstorm, Read Carefully, Face Value, Prefixes,
Hedge Phrases, Switchback Words, New Information, Time Management, Contextual Clues, Don't
Panic, Pace Yourself, Answer Selection, Check Your Work, Beware of Directly Quoted Answers,
Slang, Extreme Statements, Answer Choice Families; A comprehensive review (varies depending on
differences between NCETM/NCETMB exams) including: Nervous System, NCE Testing Tips, Five
Element Theory, Acupuncture, Alexander Technique, 3 Doshas, Ayurvedic Massage, Ayurveda - The
Basics, Craniosacral Therapy (CST), Lomi Lomi, Lymph Drainage Therapy, Feldenkrais, Myofascial
Release, Polarity Therapy, Srotas (Channels In Thee Body), Kundalini, Reiki, Meridians, Shiatsu,
Moxibustion, Thai Massage, Tuina, Traditional Chinese Medicine (TCM), Trigger-Point Therapy,
Tsubos, Pulse Diagnosis, Esalen Massage, Yin And Yang Theory, Qi, Jing, Blood And Jin Ye: The
Body's Vital Substances, Zero Balancing, The 7 Major Chakras, The Twelve Primary Qi Channels,
Bindegewebsmassage, and much more...
  alternative early childhood education: Inclusion Works! Faye Ong, 2009
  alternative early childhood education: Going Beyond the Theory/Practice Divide in Early
Childhood Education Hillevi Lenz Taguchi, 2009-09-10 Going Beyond the Theory/Practice Divide in
Early Childhood Education focuses on the use of pedagogical documentation as a tool for learning
and transformation. Based on innovative research, the author presents new approaches to learning
in early childhood education, shifting attention to the force and impact which material objects and
artefacts can have in learning. Drawing upon the theories of feminist Karen Barad and philosophers
Gille Deleuze and Félix Guattari, Hillevi Lenz Taguchi discusses examples of how pens, paper, clay
and construction materials can be understood as active and performative agents, challenging binary
divides such as theory/practice, discourse/matter and mind/body in teaching and learning.
Numerous examples from practice are explored to introduce an intra-active pedagogy.
'Methodological' strategies for learning with children in preschools, and in teacher education, are
brought to the fore. For example: the neighbourhood around the preschool and children's homes is
explored, using drawing and construction-work on the floor; mathematics is investigated in teacher
education, using the body, dance and music to investigate mathematical relationships and problems;
taken-for-granted forms of academic writing are challenged by different forms of praxis- and



experience-based writings that transgress the theory/practice divide; children, students and teacher
educators use pedagogical documentation to understand their own learning, and to critique
dominant habits of thinking and doing. Challenging the dominant understanding of ‘inclusion’ in
educational contexts, and making ‘difference’ actively visible and positive, this book is rooted in the
experiences, practices and words of teachers, teacher educators and student teachers. It will appeal
to all those involved in early childhood education and also to those interested in challenging
educational thinking and practices.
  alternative early childhood education: Effective Early Childhood Education Lotty Eldering,
Paul P.M. Leseman, 2002-12-24 In examining child development and early educational intervention
strategies from cross cultural perspectives, this work brings together several recent theoretical
insights, the results of empirical research, and experiences with well-evaluated early educational
intervention programs. Its purpose is to constructively examine current international strategies of
early education and literacy for disadvantaged children.
  alternative early childhood education: "Code of Massachusetts regulations, 2002" , 2002
Archival snapshot of entire looseleaf Code of Massachusetts Regulations held by the Social Law
Library of Massachusetts as of January 2020.
  alternative early childhood education: "Code of Massachusetts regulations, 2003" , 2004
Archival snapshot of entire looseleaf Code of Massachusetts Regulations held by the Social Law
Library of Massachusetts as of January 2020.
  alternative early childhood education: "Code of Massachusetts regulations, 2000" , 2000
Archival snapshot of entire looseleaf Code of Massachusetts Regulations held by the Social Law
Library of Massachusetts as of January 2020.
  alternative early childhood education: "Code of Massachusetts regulations, 2005" , 2005
Archival snapshot of entire looseleaf Code of Massachusetts Regulations held by the Social Law
Library of Massachusetts as of January 2020.
  alternative early childhood education: "Code of Massachusetts regulations, 2007" , 2008
Archival snapshot of entire looseleaf Code of Massachusetts Regulations held by the Social Law
Library of Massachusetts as of January 2020.
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