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Summary: This guide provides a comprehensive overview of the Altaic family of languages,
a controversial but fascinating group potentially connecting Turkic, Mongolic, Tungusic, and
sometimes Japanese and Korean. It explores the arguments for and against the Altaic
hypothesis, examines the linguistic features proposed as evidence, discusses
methodological challenges, and highlights areas of ongoing research. The guide also
addresses common misconceptions and pitfalls in studying the Altaic family of languages.

1. Introduction to the Altaic Family of Languages

The Altaic family of languages is a proposed grouping of several language families primarily
spoken across a vast area of Eurasia, from Eastern Europe to Northeast Asia. The core
members are usually considered to be Turkic, Mongolic, and Tungusic. However, the
inclusion of Japanese and Korean remains highly debated, forming a crucial point of
contention within the field. The very existence of the Altaic family as a unified genetic
grouping is a subject of ongoing scientific debate. This guide aims to provide a balanced
perspective on this complex and fascinating area of linguistic research.

2. The Languages of the Altaic Family

2.1 Turkic Languages: This branch encompasses a diverse range of languages spoken
across a vast geographical area, from Turkey to Siberia. Examples include Turkish,
Azerbaijani, Kazakh, Kyrgyz, Uzbek, and Uyghur. The Turkic languages are characterized by
agglutination (adding suffixes to express grammatical relations) and vowel harmony.



2.2 Mongolic Languages: These languages are predominantly spoken in Mongolia, Inner
Mongolia (China), and parts of Russia. Prominent examples include Mongolian, Buryat, and
Kalmyk. Like Turkic languages, they display agglutination and possess specific phonological
features.

2.3 Tungusic Languages: This branch is primarily found in Siberia and Manchuria. Notable
Tungusic languages include Manchu, Evenki, and Nanai. They are characterized by complex
vowel systems and a relatively high degree of consonant harmony.

2.4 The Question of Japanese and Korean: The inclusion of Japanese and Korean in the
Altaic family is highly contentious. While some scholars point to shared typological features
and potential lexical similarities, others argue that these similarities are due to areal
contact or chance resemblance, not shared ancestry. The lack of conclusive etymological
evidence continues to fuel this debate.

3. Evidence for the Altaic Hypothesis

Proponents of the Altaic hypothesis base their arguments on several lines of evidence:

Lexical similarities: A number of shared vocabulary items have been identified across the
proposed Altaic branches. However, the interpretation of these similarities is often debated,
with alternative explanations such as loanwords or chance resemblances frequently
offered.

Grammatical similarities: Shared grammatical features, such as agglutination, vowel
harmony, and similar patterns of case marking, have also been cited as evidence. However,
critics argue that these features are common across various unrelated language families in
the region and are therefore not sufficient proof of genetic relatedness.

Typological similarities: Similarities in the overall structure and organization of the

languages have been observed. However, typological similarities alone cannot reliably
establish genetic relatedness.

4. Challenges and Pitfalls in Altaic Studies

Researching the Altaic family of languages presents significant challenges:

Lack of reliable comparative data: The vast temporal and geographical distance between
the languages makes it difficult to reconstruct a common ancestor with certainty.

Areal diffusion: The geographical proximity of the languages has resulted in extensive
borrowing and linguistic influence, making it difficult to distinguish shared innovations from
borrowed features.

Methodological limitations: Traditional comparative methods, which rely heavily on
identifying cognates (words with a common ancestor), are hampered by the lack of
sufficient reliable etymologies.

Bias and preconceptions: The historical and political context surrounding Altaic studies has



influenced research, with biases sometimes affecting interpretation of evidence.
5. Current Research and Future Directions

Despite the controversies, research on the Altaic family of languages continues. Modern
approaches utilize computational methods, large-scale comparative databases, and
advanced statistical techniques to analyze linguistic data. This allows researchers to
investigate subtle relationships and test hypotheses with greater rigor. Focus is increasingly
shifting towards detailed analysis of individual language families and the investigation of
areal features.

6. Conclusion

The Altaic family of languages remains a fascinating but highly contested area of linguistic
research. While the evidence for a unified genetic relationship is not conclusive, the shared
typological and potential lexical similarities warrant continued investigation. Future
research employing sophisticated methodologies and focusing on specific aspects of the
languages holds the key to potentially resolving the long-standing debate surrounding this
proposed language family. Further research needs to move beyond simple lexical
comparisons and focus on deeper grammatical analysis and the use of sophisticated
computational linguistics techniques.

FAQs

1. What is the main controversy surrounding the Altaic family of languages? The main
controversy is whether the proposed family is actually a genetic grouping or whether
the apparent similarities are due to areal contact and borrowing.

1. What are the core languages typically included in the Altaic family? Turkic, Mongolic,
and Tungusic languages are generally considered the core members.

1. Why is the inclusion of Japanese and Korean controversial? The evidence for their
inclusion is weaker than for the core members, with arguments based primarily on
shared typological features rather than clear etymological connections.

1. What are the main types of evidence used to support the Altaic hypothesis? Lexical
similarities, grammatical similarities, and typological similarities are all cited as
evidence.



1. What are some of the challenges in studying the Altaic family? These include the lack
of reliable comparative data, areal diffusion, methodological limitations, and potential
biases in interpretation.

1. What are some alternative explanations for the similarities between Altaic languages?
Borrowing, areal diffusion, and chance resemblance are often suggested as
alternative explanations.

1. What modern methods are being used in Altaic research? Computational methods,
large-scale databases, and advanced statistical techniques are now being used to
analyze the data more effectively.

1. Is there a consensus among linguists on the Altaic hypothesis? No, there is no broad
consensus. The hypothesis remains highly debated.

1. Where can | find more information on the Altaic family of languages? Academic
journals, university libraries, and specialized websites focused on linguistics and
historical linguistics offer valuable resources.

Related Articles

1. Turkic Languages: A Comprehensive Overview: A detailed exploration of the Turkic
branch of the Altaic family, covering its history, classification, and linguistic features.

1. Mongolic Languages: Structure and Evolution: An in-depth analysis of the Mongolic
branch, focusing on its internal classification and historical development.

1. The Tungusic Languages of Siberia: A study of the Tungusic languages, their
geographical distribution, and their linguistic characteristics.



1. The Japanese Language and the Altaic Hypothesis: A critical examination of the
arguments for and against the inclusion of Japanese in the Altaic family.

1. Korean and the Altaic Question: A Comparative Perspective: A comparative analysis of
Korean's linguistic features in relation to the Altaic hypothesis.

1. Agglutination in Altaic Languages: A Comparative Study: A detailed comparison of the
agglutinative morphology across the different branches of the proposed Altaic family.

1. Vowel Harmony in Altaic Languages: Patterns and Variations: An exploration of vowel
harmony systems in Altaic languages, their different types, and their diachronic
development.

1. Computational Approaches to Altaic Philology: A discussion of how computational
methods are being used to investigate the Altaic hypothesis.

1. Areal Features and Language Contact in the Altaic Area: An examination of the impact
of language contact and areal diffusion on the linguistic features of Altaic languages.

altaic family of languages: The Oxford Guide to the Transeurasian Languages Martine
Robbeets, Alexander Savelyev, 2020 This volume provides a comprehensive treatment of the
Transeurasian languages. It offers detailed structural overviews of individual languages, as well as
comparative perspectives and insights from typology, genetics, and anthropology. The book will be
an indispensable resource for anyone interested in Transeurasian and comparative linguistics.

altaic family of languages: Introduction to Altaic Linguistics Nicholas Poppe, 1965 The
Introduction to Altaic Linguistics is designed as a manual for university students. The first part gives
a survey of the Altaic languages, i.e., Mongolian, Manchu-Tungus, Chuvash-Turkic and Korean, and a
classification of the Altaic languages and classifications of languages within each family. The second
part presents a brief outline of the history of studying Altaic linguistics. It also contains a number of
bibliographical data and bibliographies of famous scholars. The third part gives a brief history of the
Altaic theory. The subsequent portions of the book deal with problems of mutual influences of the
Altaic languages (e.g., the Turkic influence of Mongolian), Altaic influences in non-Altaic languages
(e.g., the Turkic influence on Sayan-Samoyed, or Mari), non-Altaic influences in Altaic languages



(e.g. Sogdian elements in Turkic), and structural features common to all Altaic languages.

altaic family of languages: Is Japanese Related to Korean, Tungusic, Mongolic and Turkic?
Martine Irma Robbeets, 2005 Where does Japanese come from? The linguistic origin of the Japanese
language is among the most disputed questions of language history. One current hypothesis is that
Japanese is an Altaic language, sharing a common ancestor with Korean, Tungusic, Mongolic and
Turkic. But, the opinions are strongly polarized. Especially the inclusion of Japanese into this
classification model is very much under debate. Given the lack of consensus in the field, this book
presents a state of the art for the etymological evidence relating Japanese to Korean, Tungusic,
Mongolic and Turkic. The different Altaic etymologies proposed in the scholarly literature are
gathered in an etymological index of Japanese appended to this book. An item-by-item sifting of the
evidence helps to hold down borrowings, universal similarities and coincidental look-alikes to a small
percentage. When the remaining core-evidence is screened in terms of phonological regularity, the
answer to the intriguing question is beginning to take shape.

altaic family of languages: Languages and History Roy Andrew Miller, 2006-07

altaic family of languages: The Indo-European Controversy Asya Pereltsvaig, Martin W.
Lewis, 2015-04-30 This book challenges media-celebrated evolutionary studies linking
Indo-European languages to Neolithic Anatolia, instead defending traditional practices in historical
linguistics.

altaic family of languages: Studies in Turkic and Mongolic Linguistics Gerard Clauson,
2005-11-04 This book, now back in print having been unavailable for many years, is one of the most
important contributions to Turkic and Mongolic linguistics, and to the contentious 'Altaic theory'.
Proponents of the theory hold that Turkish is part of the Altaic family, and that Turkish accordingly
exists in parallel with Mongolic and Tungusic-Manchu. Whatever the truth of this theory, Gerard
Clauson's erudite and vigorously expressed views, based as they were on a remarkable knowledge of
the lexicon of the Altaic languages and his outstanding work in the field of Turkish lexicography,
continues to command respect and deserve attention.

altaic family of languages: Studies in Turkish Linguistics Dan Isaac Slobin, Karl Zimmer,
1986-01-01 Turkish is a member of the Turkic family of languages, which extends over a vast area in
southern and eastern Siberia and adjacent portions of Iran, Afganistan, and China. Turkic, in turn,
belongs to the Altaic family of languages. This book deals with the morphological and syntactic,
semantic and discourse-based, synchronic and diachronic aspects of the Turkish language. Although
an interest in morphosyntactic issues pervades the entire collection, the contributions can be
grouped in terms of relative attention to syntax, semantics and discourse, and acquisition.

altaic family of languages: The Mongolic Languages Juha Janhunen, 2006-01-27 Once the
rulers of the largest land empire that has ever existed on earth, the historical Mongols of Chinggis
Khan left a linguistic heritage which today survives in the form of more than a dozen different
languages, collectively termed Mongolic. For general linguistic theory, the Mongolic languages offer
interesting insights to problems of areal typology and structural change. An understanding of the
Mongolic language family is also a prerequisite for the study of Mongolian and Central Eurasian
history and culture. This volume is the first comprehensive treatment of the Mongolic languages in
English, written by an international team of specialists.

altaic family of languages: Manchu Gertraude Roth Li, 2010 This resource offers students a
tool to gain a good grounding in the Manchu language. With this text--the equivalent of a
three-semester course--students are able study Manchu on their own time and at their own speed.

altaic family of languages: Koreo-Japonica Alexander Vovin, 2009-11-02 The Japonic (Japanese
and Ryukyuan) portmanteau language family and the Korean language have long been considered
isolates on the fringe of northeast Asia. This text challenges a view widely held by Japonic and
Korean historical linguistics on the relationship between the two language families.

altaic family of languages: Language Contact in Siberia Bayarma Khabtagaeva, 2019-04-09
This monograph dicsusses phonetic, morphological and semantic features of the ‘Altaic’ Sprachbund
(i.e. Turkic, Mongolic and Tungusic) elements in Yeniseian languages (Kott, Assan, Arin, Pumpokol,



Yugh and Ket), a rather heterogeneous language family traditionally classified as one of the
‘Paleo-Siberian’ language groups, that are not related to each other or to any other languages on the
face of the planet. The present work is based on a database of approximately 230 Turkic and 70
Tungusic loanwords. A smaller number of loanwords are of Mongolic origin, which came through
either the Siberian Turkic languages or the Tungusic Ewenki languages. There are clear linguistic
criteria, which help to distinguish loanwords borrowed via Turkic or Tungusic and not directly from
Mongolic languages. One of the main outcomes of this research is the establishment of the Yeniseian
peculiar features in the Altaic loanwords. The phonetic criteria comprise the regular disappearance
of vowel harmony, syncope, amalgamation, aphaeresis and metathesis. Besides, a separate group of
lexemes represents hybrid words, i.e. the lexical elements where one element is Altaic and the other
one is Yeniseian. This book presents a historical-etymological survey of a part of the Yeniseian
lexicon, which provides an important part of the comparative database of Proto-Yeniseian
reconstructions.

altaic family of languages: Copular Sentences in Russian Asya Pereltsvaig, 2007-05-11 This
book provides a detailed study and a novel Minimalist account of copular sentences in Russian,
focusing on case marking alternations (nominative vs. instrumental) and drawing a distinction
between two types of copular sentences. On the assumption that Merge is defined in the simplest
way possible, it is argued that not all syntactic structures are a(nti)symmetrical. One of the copular
sentence types is analyzed as a poster child for symmetrical structures, while the other type is
treated as asymmetrical. The originality of this study lies in treating the copula in the two types of
copular sentences neither as completely identical nor as two distinct lexical items; instead, the two
types of copula are derived through the process of semantic bleaching. Furthermore, it is argued
that the two types of the copula need to combine with post-copular phrases of different categories. It
is concluded that Russian draws a distinction between saturated DPs and unsaturated NPs, in spite
of its renowned lack of overt articles.

altaic family of languages: Japanese and the Other Altaic Languages Roy Andrew Miller, 1971

altaic family of languages: The Uralic Languages Denis Sinor, 1988

altaic family of languages: Nostratic Colin Renfrew, Daniel Nettle, 1999 This volume of essays
examines the claim that a linguistic macrofamily can be identified which includes not only the
Indo-European and Afroasiatic language families but also the Kartvelian, Uralic, Altaic and Dravidian
families. The Nostratic case was put by Aharon Dolgopolsky in his The Nostratic Macrofamily and
Linguitic Palaeontology, and it is here evaluated critically by linguists specialising in the language
families concerned. Contents include: The Nostratic Macrofamily (A. Bomhard); Nostratic
Languages: Internal and External Relationship (V. Shevoroshkin); Beyond Nostratic in Time and
Space (G. Decsy); Nostratic and Linguistic Palaeontology in Methodological Perspective (L.
Campbell); Family Trees and Favourite Daughters (A. McMahon, M. Lohr & R. McMahon); Linguistis
Palaeontology: For and Against (I. Hegedus); Afroasiatic and the Nostratic Hypothesis (D.
Appleyard); The Dravidian Perspective (K. Zvelebil); Altaic Evidence for Nostratic (A. Vovin); On
Semitohamitic Comparison (R. Voight); Toward a Future History of Macrofamily Research (D. Sinor).

altaic family of languages: Nostratic Joseph C. Salmons, Brian D. Joseph, 1998-09-15 The
“Nostratic” hypothesis — positing a common linguistic ancestor for a wide range of language
families including Indo-European, Uralic, and Afro-Asiatic — has produced one of the most enduring
and often intense controversies in linguistics. Overwhelmingly, though, both supporters of the
hypothesis and those who reject it have not dealt directly with one another’s arguments. This volume
brings together selected representatives of both sides, as well as a number of agnostic historical
linguists, with the aim of examining the evidence for this particular hypothesis in the context of
distant genetic relationships generally. The volume contains discussion of variants of the Nostratic
hypothesis (A. Bomhard; J. Greenberg; A. Manaster-Ramer, K. Baertsch, K. Adams, & P. Michalove),
the mathematics of chance in determining the relationships posited for Nostratic (R. Oswalt; D.
Ringe), and the evidence from particular branches posited in Nostratic (L. Campbell; C. Hodge; A.
Vovin), with responses and additional discussion by E. Hamp, B. Vine, W. Baxter and B. Comrie.



altaic family of languages: The Languages of the World Kenneth Katzner, Kirk Miller,
2002-09-11 This third edition of Kenneth Katzner's best-selling guide to languages is essential
reading for language enthusiasts everywhere. Written with the non-specialist in mind, its
user-friendly style and layout, delightful original passages, and exotic scripts, will continue to
fascinate the reader. This new edition has been thoroughly revised to include more languages, more
countries, and up-to-date data on populations. Features include: *information on nearly 600
languages *individual descriptions of 200 languages, with sample passages and English translations
*concise notes on where each language is spoken, its history, alphabet and pronunciation *coverage
of every country in the world, its main language and speaker numbers *an introduction to language
families

altaic family of languages: The Chinese Language John DeFrancis, 1986-03-01 DeFrancis's
book is first rate. It entertains. It teaches. It demystifies. It counteracts popular ignorance as well as
sophisticated (cocktail party) ignorance. Who could ask for anything more? There is no other book
like it. ... It is one of a kind, a first, and I would not only buy it but I would recommend it to friends
and colleagues, many of whom are visiting China now and are adding 'two-week-expert' ignorance to
the two kinds that existed before. This is a book for everyone. --Joshua A. Fishman, research
professor of social sciences, Yeshiva University, New York Professor De Francis has produced a work
of great effectiveness that should appeal to a wide-ranging audience. It is at once instructive and
entertaining. While being delighted by the flair of his novel approach, the reader will also be led to
ponder on some of the most fundamental problems concerning the relations between written
languages and spoken languages. Specifically, he will be served a variety of information on the
languages of East Asia, not as dry pedantic facts, but as appealing tidbits that whet the intellectual
appetite. The expert will find much to reflect on in this book, for Professor DeFrancis takes nothing
for granted. --William S.Y. Wang, professor of linguistics, University of California at Berkeley

altaic family of languages: The Uralic Language Family Angela Marcantonio, 2002-06-10 In
this detailed survey of Finnish, Hungarian, Lapp and the other Uralic Languages, Angela
Marcantonio shows there is in fact no scientific evidence to support the belief that they form a
genetic family. If this approach is accepted, this detailed analysis will have far-reaching
consequences for other assumed language families.

altaic family of languages: Languages: A Very Short Introduction Stephen R. Anderson,
2012-06-28 How many languages are there? What differentiates one language from another? Are
new languages still being discovered? Why are so many languages disappearing? These are some of
the questions considered in this Very Short Introduction. By examining the science of languages, we
find that the answers are not as simple as we might expect.

altaic family of languages: The Handbook of Linguistics Mark Aronoff, Janie Rees-Miller,
2020-01-07 The first edition of this Handbook is built on surveys by well-known figures from around
the world and around the intellectual world, reflecting several different theoretical predilections,
balancing coverage of enduring questions and important recent work. Those strengths are now
enhanced by adding new chapters and thoroughly revising almost all other chapters, partly to reflect
ways in which the field has changed in the intervening twenty years, in some places radically. The
result is a magnificent volume that can be used for many purposes. David W. Lightfoot, Georgetown
University The Handbook of Linguistics, Second Edition is a stupendous achievement. Aronoff and
Rees-Miller have provided overviews of 29 subfields of linguistics, each written by one of the leading
researchers in that subfield and each impressively crafted in both style and content. I know of no
finer resource for anyone who would wish to be better informed on recent developments in
linguistics. Frederick J. Newmeyer, University of Washington, University of British Columbia and
Simon Fraser University Linguists, their students, colleagues, family, and friends: anyone interested
in the latest findings from a wide array of linguistic subfields will welcome this second updated and
expanded edition of The Handbook of Linguistics. Leading scholars provide highly accessible yet
substantive introductions to their fields: it's an even more valuable resource than its predecessor.
Sally McConnell-Ginet, Cornell University No handbook or text offers a more comprehensive,



contemporary overview of the field of linguistics in the twenty-first century. New and thoroughly
updated chapters by prominent scholars on each topic and subfield make this a unique, landmark
publication.Walt Wolfram, North Carolina State University This second edition of The Handbook of
Linguistics provides an updated and timely overview of the field of linguistics. The editor's broad
definition of the field ensures that the book may be read by those seeking a comprehensive
introduction to the subject, but with little or no prior knowledge of the area. Building on the popular
first edition, The Handbook of Linguistics, Second Edition features new and revised content
reflecting advances within the discipline. New chapters expand the already broad coverage of the
Handbook to address and take account of key changes within the field in the intervening years. It
explores: psycholinguistics, linguistic anthropology and ethnolinguistics, sociolinguistic theory,
language variation and second language pedagogy. With contributions from a global team of leading
linguists, this comprehensive and accessible volume is the ideal resource for those engaged in study
and work within the dynamic field of linguistics.

altaic family of languages: A History of Afghanistan , 1985

altaic family of languages: The Languages of Africa Joseph Harold Greenberg, 1966

altaic family of languages: A Reference Grammar of Japanese Samuel Elmo Martin,
2004-01-01 This title explains the use of Japanese words such as wa, ga and mo looking at the rules
and meanings of words in their literary forms.

altaic family of languages: The Korean Language Iksop Lee, S. Robert Ramsey, 2001-01-11
This book describes the structure and history of the Korean language, ranging from its cultural and
sociological setting, writing system, and modern dialects, to how Koreans themselves view their
language and its role in society. An accessible, comprehensive source of information on the Korean
language, Lee and Ramsey's work is an important resource for all those interested in Korean history
and culture, offering information not readily available elsewhere in the English-language literature.

altaic family of languages: The Peopling of East Asia Roger Blench, Laurent Sagart, Alicia
Sanchez-Mazas, 2005-03-20 Recent findings in the fields of East Asian archaeology, linguistics and
genetics are collected together here, making this an ideal reference tool for scholars in all
disciplines working on the reconstruction of the East Asian past.

altaic family of languages: Mid-Holocene Language Connections Between Asia and North
America Edward Vajda, Michael Fortescue, 2022-01-27 This volume presents the up-to-date results
of investigations into the Asian origins of the only two languages families of North America, Eskaleut
and Na-Dene, that are widely acknowledged as having likely genetic links in northern Asia.

altaic family of languages: The Languages of China S. Robert Ramsey, 2024-05-21 An
incredible source of information about the Chinese language and China’s minority languages In this
accessible and informative book, S. Robert Ramsey lucidly explains what the Chinese language
is—its social and geographical situation, its history, its range of dialects, the structure of the modern
standard language, and the writing system. He goes on to describe the languages of China’s national
minorities, showing how they interrelate with each other and with Chinese. Readers learn about the
peoples who speak the languages of China, what China is like linguistically, and the cultural and
historical settings of the country’s languages. For those who want more linguistic detail, Ramsey
provides lists, maps, charts, and descriptions along with technical references in notes at the end of
the book. Invaluable to general linguists and Sinologists alike, The Languages of China is an
excellent introduction to Chinese and East Asian linguistics.

altaic family of languages: The Languages of the Seat of War in the East Friedrich Max
Muller, 1855

altaic family of languages: One Language for the World Mario Pei, 1968

altaic family of languages: The Modern History of China Li Chang, 2006

altaic family of languages: Languages of the World Asya Pereltsvaig, 2012-02-09 Introduces
readers to the rich diversity of human languages, familiarizing them with the variety of languages
around the world.

altaic family of languages: Language Families of the World John McWhorter, 2018-01-02



altaic family of languages: Language Relations Across The Bering Strait Michael Fortescue,
1998-11-01 In building up a scenario for the arrival on the shores of Alaska of speakers of languages
related to Eskimo-Aleut with genetic roots deep within Sineria, this book touches upon a number of
issues in contemporary historical linguistics and archaeology. The Arctic gateway to the New World,
by acting as a bottleneck, has allowed only small groups of mobile hunter-gatherers through during
specific propitious periods, and thus provides a unique testing ground for theories about population
and language movements in pre-agricultural times. Owing to the historically attested prevalence of
language shifts and other contact phenomena in the region, it is arguable that the spread of genes
and the spread of language have been out of step since the earliest reconstructable times, contrary
to certain views of their linkage. Proposals that have been put forward in the past concerning the
affiliations of Eskimo-Aleut languages are followed up in the light of recent progress in
reconstructing the proto-languages concerned. Those linking Eskimo-Aleut with the Uralic
languages and Yukagir are particularly promising, and reconstructions for many common elements
are presented. The entire region Great Beringia is scoured for typological evidence in the form of
anomalies and constellations of uncommon traits diagnostic of affiliation or contact. The various
threads lead back to mesolithic times in south central Siberia, when speakers of a Uralo-Siberian
mesh of related languages appears to have moved along the major waterways of Siberia. Such a
scenario would acount for the present distribution of these languages and the results of their
meeting with remnants of earlier linguistic waves from the Old World to the New.

altaic family of languages: A History of the Korean Language Ki-Moon Lee, S. Robert
Ramsey, 2011-03-03 A History of the Korean Language is the first book on the subject ever
published in English. It traces the origin, formation, and various historical stages through which the
language has passed, from Old Korean through to the present day. Each chapter begins with an
account of the historical and cultural background. A comprehensive list of the literature of each
period is then provided and the textual record described, along with the script or scripts used to
write it. Finally, each stage of the language is analyzed, offering new details supplementing what is
known about its phonology, morphology, syntax, and lexicon. The extraordinary alphabetic materials
of the 15th and 16th centuries are given special attention, and are used to shed light on earlier,
pre-alphabetic periods.

altaic family of languages: Modern Mongolian Robert I. Binnick, 1979

altaic family of languages: Koguryo Christopher I. Beckwith, 2007 This book describes the
Koguryo language, which was once spoken in Manchuria and Korea, including Koguryo and Japanese
ethnolinguistic history, Koguryo's genetic relationship to Japanese, Koguryo phonology, and the
Koguryo lexicon. It also analyzes the phonology of archaic Northeastern Chinese.

altaic family of languages: A Guide to the World's Languages Merritt Ruhlen, 1991 This is the
first of three pathbreaking volumes that will constitute a wide-ranging analytical guide to the world's
approximately 5,000 languages. The volumes are written for both linguists and general readers, and
this first volume in particular assumes no background in linguistics. A postscript prepared for this
paperback edition takes research data to 1990. The book is illustrated with 21 maps.

altaic family of languages: Linguistic Change and Reconstruction Methodology Philip Baldi,
2011-06-01 TRENDS IN LINGUISTICS is a series of books that open new perspectives in our
understanding of language. The series publishes state-of-the-art work on core areas of linguistics
across theoretical frameworks as well as studies that provide new insights by building bridges to
neighbouring fields such as neuroscience and cognitive science. TRENDS IN LINGUISTICS
considers itself a forum for cutting-edge research based on solid empirical data on language in its
various manifestations, including sign languages. It regards linguistic variation in its synchronic and
diachronic dimensions as well as in its social contexts as important sources of insight for a better
understanding of the design of linguistic systems and the ecology and evolution of language.
TRENDS IN LINGUISTICS publishes monographs and outstanding dissertations as well as edited
volumes, which provide the opportunity to address controversial topics from different empirical and
theoretical viewpoints. High quality standards are ensured through anonymous reviewing.



altaic family of languages: The Uralic Languages Daniel Abondolo, 2015-04-08 This book
provides a unique, up-to-date survey of individual Uralic languages and sub-groupings from Finnish
to Selkup. Spoken by more than 25 million native speakers, the Uralic languages have important
cultural and social significance in Northern and Eastern Europe, as well as in immigrant
communitites throughout Europe and North America. The introductory chapter gives an overview of
the Uralic language family and is followed by 18 chapter-length descriptions of each language or
sub-grouping, giving an analysis of their history and development as well as focusing on their
linguistic structures. Written by internationally recognised experts and based on the most recent
scholarship available, the volume covers major languages - including the official national languages
of Estonia, Finland and Hungary - and rarely-covered languages such as Mordva, Nganasan and
Khanty. The 18 language chapters are similarly-structured, designed for comparative study and
cover phonology, morphology, syntax and lexicon. Those on individual languages also have sample
text where available. Each chapter includes numerous tables to support and illustrate the text and
bibliographies of the major references for each language to aid further study. The volume is
comprehensively indexed. This book will be invaluable to language students, experts requiring
concise but thorough information on related languages and anyone working in historical, typological
and comparative linguistics.
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The Ugor Branch of the Ural-Altaic Family of Languages

Ural-Altaic family of languages; to point out the habitat and numbers belonging to tho
various tribes classified under that head, and to bring down, us far as possible to our own
day, the ...

Where Are Other Language Families Distributed?

* A language in the Dravidian family is spoken by 4 percent, mostly in India. * A language
in the Altaic family is spoken by 2 percent, mostly in Asia. * A language in the Austro-Asiatic
family is ...

1. 0. Scope of the Indo-Pacific Languages - JSTOR

sought in Uralic and Altaic; affiliations of Indic and Iranian languages are known to be with
the Indo-European family. On the other hand, affiliations of ... called Melanesia belong to
the ...

UvA-DARE (Digital Academic Repository)

Uralic/Finno-Ugric languages - and | hasten to add Indo-European languages - is
controversial but the assumption of a common Altaic language family is controversial as
well. Campbell ...

Survey of the world’s languages - Bloomsbury
Altaic is an uncertain grouping of at least three relatively well established families, Turkic,
and Mongolic. According to some, Korean and Tungusic ... Chukotko-Kamchatkan family. ...

Dated phl v Neolithic oriain of

Sino-Tibetan languages make up the second-largest language family in the world 1
comprising around 500 lan- guages that stretch from the western Pacic to the Himalayas,
Nepal and India ...



The hypothesis of an Altaic language family, comprising the Turkic, Mongolic, Tungusic,
Korean and, in most recent versions, Japanese languages continues to be ... the relatedness
of the ...

S. A. Starostin, A. V. Dybo, O. A. Mudrak

between the Altaic languages, laid the foundations of Altaic compara-tive grammar, and
finalized the subclassification of the Altaic family by separating Uralic from Altaic and
adding Korean ...

Altaic Language Family Tree Full PDF - www2.x-plane.com
Altaic Language Family Tree The Altaic Language Family Tree: A Complex and Contested
Linguistic Landscape Author: Dr. Juha Janhunen, Professor Emeritus of Altaic Linguistics, ...

Morphologic, Syntactic, and Phonologic Distance Between ...

languages, and Austronesian languages show similarities in the harmony of vowel
backness. Japanese, the Altaic languages, and the Austronesian language Madurese display
consonant ...

Vaclay Blazek. | lal . ith Michal Sct I
Without going into detail, suffice it to say that Altaic scholars have been unable to agree on
whether there is a genealogical family of the Altaic languages, or if the similarities between

S. A. Starostin, A. V. Dybo, O. A. Mudrak - Turuz
The Altaic family as a genetic unity of Turkic, Mongolian and Tun-gus-Manchu languages
had been proposed as early as 1730 by F. J. v. PREFACE 8 Stralenberg. Until the early 20th

The Ugor Branch of the Ural-Altaic Family of Languages

Ural-Altaic family of languages; to point out the habitat and numbers belonging to tho
various tribes classified under that head, and to bring down, us far as possible to our own
day, the ...

COMMON VOCABULARY IN URDU AND TURKISH ...
ALTAIC LANGUAGES- TURKISH2 ... Urdu is a South Asian language from the Indo-European
family, and within the central zone’s Indo-Iranian branch. Ethnologue classifies it as Indo ...

ON THE COMMON WORDS IN MONGOLIAN AND THE ...
the languages of Altaic language family group and especially on Turkish and Mongolian are
necessary in order to prove the correctness or incorrectness of Altaic language hypothesis.

Altaic Language Family Tree (Download Only) - x-plane.com
Altaic Language Family Tree The Altaic Language Family Tree: A Complex and Contested
Linguistic Landscape Author: Dr. Juha Janhunen, Professor Emeritus of Altaic Linguistics, ...

The F ion of K | Other Altai :

126 The Representation of Korean and Other Altaic Languages in ~ proportion of the total
vocabulary comes from Altaic languages. Further, some of the words said to have been
taken ...



Analyzing genetic connections between languages by ...

patterns of similarity that we document for languages within the Altaic family are similar to
those in the non-controversial Indo-European family. Thus, if the Indo-European family is
accepted as ...

18 Evidentiality in Northern Asia - Alexandra Aikhenvald

18.2 Altaic languages The term “Altaic” (family or Sprachbund) encompasses Turkic,
Mongolic, and Tungusic languages. In all three language families, evidentials form part of
TAM systems. ...

Vaclav Blazek, in collaboration with Michal Schwarz and ...

The hypothesis of the so-called Altaic language family was first proposed by Gustaf J.
Ramstedt and Nicholas N. Poppe in the early decades of the twentieth century. According to
this ...

Common Vocabulary in Urdu and Turkish Language: A Case ...

Turkish is a member of the Altaic family of languages. According to Ethnologue its
classification is Altaic, Turkic, Southern, Turkish and it is spoken by approximately 50
million people, not only ...

| . ) Lof C | Asian Studies - Altai
with the Altaic languages. He presented about 50 common vocabularies of Korean and the
Altaic languages in his articles “Korean and Altaic - A Preliminary sketch (1984)”. Among
western ...

The Sami languages - UiT
Eskaleut family Finno-Ugric branch Samoyedic branch Uralic family Not represented by
Permanent Participants Critically endangered or recently extinct Dialects Turkic branch ...

JAPANESE AS AN ALTAIC LANGUAGE: AN INVESTIGATION OF ...

Characteristics of Altaic Languages Altaic languages have some common features which
distinguish them from other language families. According to Poppe (1965), the
characteristic ...

Introduction: “Altaic-type” Languages

Altaic languages, but also Ryukyuan, CuzcoQuechuan, Nivkh, Bur-ushaski, and so on. ...
Sangyub Baek considers continuous aspect the inTungusic language family from the
viewpoint ...

" lian Lexical C I ith Urall | Altai

Altaic Languages Ben Hroskin To cite this version: ... Kartvelian family is often considered to
be very isolated branch of common ‘Nostratic’ trunk. Estimates of separation date are
sometimes ...

JAPANESE AS AN ALTAIC LANGUAGE: AN INVESTIGATION OF ...

Characteristics of Altaic Languages Altaic languages have some common features which
distinguish them from other language families. According to Poppe (1965), the
characteristic ...

KEY ISSUE 3 Where Are Other Distribution of Language ...
* A language in the Dravidian family is spoken by 4 percent, mostly in India. * A language



in the Altaic family is spoken by 2 percent, mostly in Asia. * A language in the Austro-Asiatic
family is ...

Even; Dagur (D) Mongolian, as well as Khalkha (the standard

the other languages spoken across the vast territory that stretches from the Bospo-rus to
Kamchatka.' The relationship of the Altaic group of languages-the three families called
Turkic, ...

The [ ion of K | Other Altaic | ,

the extent to which members of one non-Indo-European family, the Altaic languages, are
represented in AlALs. | will also compare the representation of Korean to that of other Altaic

Bomhard - A Brief History of the Reconstruction of the Proto ...

The study of the Altaic family has had a long and stormy history, and even today there is
considerable disagreement among specialists over exactly which languages belong to the
family.

JOURNAL OF LANGUAGE AND LINGUISTIC STUDIES - ed

Urdu language is a member of Indo-European family tree and within the zone of Indo-
Iranian branch, whereas Turkish language is a member of Altaic family tree. Both of these
languages ...

on the relation | he similarity of i :

family, language, and dialect, consensus has not yet been achieved. According to the latest
viewpoints of most scholars, there are about 50 Altaic languages. The Altaic language
family ...

THE ANCESTRY OF THE CHINESE PEOPLE BASED ON ...

Chinese belongs, is the second most populous family of languages in the world in terms of
numbers of speakers. This language family was first identified by Julius von Klaproth in
1823, ...

The 2 20 Di | and the Oridin of |

ce rning the homeland of the family, the directions of its subsequent spread and the
cultural world of its speakers. Commencing at the earliest time lev el, Paul K. Benedict, an
un affiliated U.S. ...

Similar Words between Turkish & Hindi (Urdu) Languages in ...

language belongs to the southern-western branch of Altaic family of languages and it has
many dialects, Urdu took many words from Turkish. The aim of the study is to sum up the
history of ...

Is Japanese Related to Austronesian? - JSTOR
Japanese are members of the Altaic language family. A simple glance at the list of major
publications in that field reveals that more work has been done on the Japanese-Altaic ...

Oleg A. Mudrak (Moscow) - Altaica

and languages of Altaic family. Some roots are preserved in the other branches as Uralic or
Indo-Europian, but there are lexical isoglosses typical only for PE and Altaic. The preliminary
table ...



I And Hi l I And Altaic (2024)
Languages And History Japanesekorean And Altaic: Languages and History Roy Andrew
Miller,1996* Concise Encyclopedia of Languages of the World ,2010-04-06 ... commonly
used ...

Monumenta Altaica
Manchu-Tungus languages, and he excluded from that group all the other languages.

Castrén demonstrated the identity of the personal suffixes in the languages mentioned but
he ...

On the Origins of the Japanese Language - Sciendo

Japanese, Old Japanese, Altaic languages (Turkic, Mongolic, Tungusic), and others. His
seminal work advanced the comparison of Japanese with languages from the Ko-rean
Peninsula ...

ABSTRACT TONGUE ROOT IN KARAJA - California State ...

languages, and are discussed in the following section, The Phonetics of the feature [ATR],
below. While the ATR feature was once thought to be limited to the languages of West
Africa (Stewart ...

Africa Isolate languages Altaic Family - aharon ...

Altaic Family Altaic general Japanese Korean Mongolic Buryat Daur Dialects of Inner
Mongolia Kalmyk (Kalmyk Oirat) Khamnigan Mongol ... West Semitic languages Indo-
European Family ...

Survey of the Series Folklore Monuments of the Peoples ...

extensive Altaic family, and the indigenous languages represent all three branches:
Mongolian, Tungusic, and Turkic. Buriat, one of the major languages of Siberia, with
240,000 speakers, is ...

Dravidian and Uralian: The Lexical Evidence - JSTOR

family' consisting of Dravidian, Uralian, and Altaic. As an item of historical interest, Uralic
and Altaic are precisely the language groups Caldwell called 'Scythian'. In view of the
probable ...

Language Families of the World - cdn.bookey.app

Altaic Family: Includes Turkish and stretches across Asia. - Austronesian Family:
Encompasses languages in Southeast Asia and the Pacific. - Australian and New Guinean
Languages: Two ...

Contrastive hierarchies in the Altaic vowel systems

Languages: non-Turkic Altaic Language family and location (Whitman, 2011, p. 150)
Language Region Ainuic Hokkaido, Sakhalin Amuric (Nivkh/Gilyak) Amur estuary, Sakhalin
... Tungusic ...

Historical Roots and Syntactic Nature of Languages
e The Ural-Altaic language family, - The Bantu language family, - The Caucasian

language family, - The Finno-Ugric language family - The Austronesian language
family, - Native American ...



Part of Speech Tagging for Mongolian Corpus - ACL Anthology

languages have been less studied and developed for such need. Mongolian is one of the
Altaic family languages. It has a great, long history. Nonetheless, till now, there are no
corpora for ...

Lea Gutierrez 2nd Period - mralarcon.weebly.com
This language family also includes Hebrew, the language of the Judeo-Christian Bible. Altaic

and Uralic Languages ! These two families were once thought to be linked, but studies point
to ...

Altaic Family Of Languages

Altaic Family Of Languages
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