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Abstract: This article delves into the rich and multifaceted history of Alpha
Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. (AKA), examining its founding, evolution, and
enduring impact on African American communities and beyond. We will explore
various methodologies used to research and interpret this history,
highlighting primary and secondary sources, oral histories, and archival
research, to paint a comprehensive picture of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority
history.

The Genesis of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority History: Founding and Early1.
Years

The Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority history officially began on January 15, 1908,
at Howard University, a Historically Black College and University (HBCU) in
Washington, D.C. Nine extraordinary young women, Ethel Hedgeman Lyle, Pauline
Sumner Draper, Lucile Bluford Lane, Mary Church Terrell (daughter of the
famed activist), Bessie Moore, Marjorie Stewart Joyner, Grace Bush, Mabel
Keaton Staupers, and Edna Chambliss, recognized a need for a service-oriented
organization focused on the advancement of African American women. These
founders, driven by a shared vision of uplifting their community, established
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc., laying the groundwork for a legacy of
service and sisterhood that continues to this day. This founding moment is
central to Alpha Kappa Alpha sorority history and forms the bedrock of its
identity. The early years were characterized by a commitment to academic
excellence and community engagement, reflecting the founders' belief in the
transformative power of education and service.



Methodology: Uncovering the Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority History1.

Researching Alpha Kappa Alpha sorority history requires a multifaceted
approach. Historians employ several methodologies to gain a comprehensive
understanding:

Archival Research: Examining official AKA records, minutes of meetings,
correspondence, photographs, and publications provides invaluable insights
into the organization's internal workings and evolution. This primary source
material is crucial for verifying information and understanding the
organization's decision-making processes over time. The archival holdings of
Howard University, along with those of individual chapters and the AKA
national headquarters, are invaluable.

Oral Histories: Gathering firsthand accounts from members—both past and
present—offers personal narratives and perspectives that enrich the
historical record. Oral histories provide valuable context and illuminate the
lived experiences of AKA women across generations. These often reveal untold
stories and nuanced perspectives that official documentation may overlook.

Secondary Sources: Scholarly articles, books, and biographies offer diverse
interpretations and analyses of Alpha Kappa Alpha sorority history. These
sources provide critical context and place the sorority within broader
historical movements and trends, such as the civil rights movement and the
women's suffrage movement.

Quantitative Analysis: Analyzing membership statistics, chapter growth, and
program participation over time reveals patterns and trends related to the
organization's impact and reach. Quantitative data provides a valuable
perspective on the evolution of AKA's presence and influence.

Expansion and Growth: Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority History Across Decades1.

The early 20th century witnessed the expansion of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority,
Inc. across the nation, establishing chapters at other HBCUs and expanding
into predominantly Black communities. The organization's commitment to
service became a defining characteristic, with members engaging in various
initiatives focused on education, health, and social justice. The Alpha Kappa
Alpha Sorority history of service is woven into the fabric of its existence.
Throughout the turbulent times of Jim Crow and segregation, AKA members
played crucial roles in providing support and advocacy for their communities.
During the civil rights era, AKA members actively participated in the
movement, often working alongside other civil rights organizations. The
sorority played a pivotal role in fighting for equality and social justice.
Alpha Kappa Alpha sorority history demonstrates how effectively its members
have been agents of change.

Programs and Initiatives: A Reflection of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority1.
History

The Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority has developed numerous programs throughout its
history, reflecting its evolving priorities and the needs of the communities



it serves. Some notable programs include:

The Ivy Beyond the Walls Program: Supporting HBCU students and graduates in
their educational pursuits.

The AKA Founders' Scholarship Program: Providing financial assistance to
deserving students.

The Community Service Projects: Addressing various needs such as hunger,
homelessness, and healthcare disparities.

These programs showcase the enduring commitment to service central to Alpha
Kappa Alpha sorority history.

Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority History and the Impact on African American1.
Women

Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc., has played a significant role in empowering
African American women. The organization has served as a platform for
leadership development, fostering a sense of community and providing
opportunities for professional and personal growth. Through its scholarship
programs and mentorship opportunities, AKA has enabled countless women to
achieve their full potential. Its contributions to African American women's
history are immeasurable.

Challenges and Triumphs: Navigating a Changing Landscape1.

Alpha Kappa Alpha sorority history has not been without its challenges. The
organization has faced issues related to race, gender, and class, reflecting
the broader societal context in which it operates. However, through
resilience and adaptation, AKA has overcome these challenges and emerged
stronger. The ability to adapt and evolve has been a key factor in the
ongoing success of Alpha Kappa Alpha.

Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority History in the 21st Century1.

Today, Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc., boasts a vast international
membership, extending its reach and influence globally. The organization
continues to adapt to changing social and political landscapes while
maintaining its core values of service, sisterhood, and scholarship. Its
international expansion shows the broad impact of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority
history and its contemporary importance.

Conclusion:

The Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority history is a testament to the power of
collective action, the enduring strength of sisterhood, and the
transformative impact of service. Through a combination of dedicated
leadership, impactful programs, and the unwavering commitment of its members,



Alpha Kappa Alpha has made significant contributions to African American
communities and society at large. Its legacy continues to inspire and empower
generations of women, ensuring that its history remains a powerful source of
strength and inspiration.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):

When was Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority founded? Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority,1.
Inc. was founded on January 15, 1908.

Where was Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority founded? It was founded at Howard1.
University in Washington, D.C.

Who were the founders of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority? The nine founders1.
are Ethel Hedgeman Lyle, Pauline Sumner Draper, Lucile Bluford Lane,
Mary Church Terrell, Bessie Moore, Marjorie Stewart Joyner, Grace Bush,
Mabel Keaton Staupers, and Edna Chambliss.

What is the sorority's motto? The motto is "By reason of its service, it1.
shall be known."

What are some of AKA's major programs? Notable programs include the Ivy1.
Beyond the Walls program, the AKA Founders' Scholarship Program, and
various community service initiatives.

What is the significance of Alpha Kappa Alpha in African American1.
history? Alpha Kappa Alpha has played a pivotal role in advancing the
interests of African American women and advocating for social justice.

How can I learn more about Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority history? You can1.
research the sorority's official website, explore university archives,
and consult scholarly books and articles.

Is Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority a national or international organization?1.
It's now an international organization with chapters worldwide.



How can I join Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority? Membership is by invitation1.
only, typically extended to college students.

Related Articles:

"The Nine Founders: Shaping the Legacy of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority,"1.
explores the lives and contributions of the sorority's founders.

"Alpha Kappa Alpha and the Civil Rights Movement: A History of Activism1.
and Service," focuses on the sorority's role in the struggle for racial
equality.

"The Evolution of AKA Programs: Meeting the Needs of Changing1.
Communities," traces the development of the sorority's service
initiatives over time.

"Leadership and Mentorship within Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority: A Study of1.
Empowerment," examines the role of leadership in the sorority's success.

"Alpha Kappa Alpha and the HBCU Experience: A Partnership for Progress,"1.
analyzes the sorority's close ties to Historically Black Colleges and
Universities.

"The Global Impact of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority: Expanding its Reach1.
and Influence," explores the international expansion of AKA.

"The Role of Alpha Kappa Alpha in Women's Suffrage and the Fight for1.
Equality," examines the sorority’s contributions to the broader women’s
rights movement.

"Oral Histories of Alpha Kappa Alpha Members: Preserving the Stories of1.
a Legacy," highlights the importance of oral history in understanding
AKA's history.



"Alpha Kappa Alpha and Philanthropy: A Century of Giving Back," details1.
the sorority's extensive charitable work.
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African American fraternities and sororities have strong traditions of fostering brotherhood and
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stature of African Americans. The words of these women are powerful and inspiring - especially
given the context of the social and political times in which they lived. Moreover, the messages that
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1927
  alpha kappa alpha sorority history: In Search of Sisterhood Paula J. Giddings, 2009-10-06
In Search of Sisterhood is the definitive history of the largest Black women's organization in the
United States, and is filled with compelling, fascinating anecdotes told by the Delta Sigma Theta
members themselves, illustrated with rare early photographs of the Delta women. This book contains
the story of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority (DST), and details the increasing involvement of Black
women in the political, social, and economic affairs of America. Founded at a time when liberal arts
education was widely seen as either futile, dangerous, or impractical for Blacks—and especially
Black women—DST is, in Giddings's words, a compelling reflection of Black women's aspirations for
themselves and for society. Giddings notes that unlike other organizations with racial goals, Delta
Sigma Theta was created to change and benefit individuals rather than society. As a sorority, it was
formed to bring women together as sisters, but at the same time to address the divisive, often
class-related issues confronting Black women in our society. There is, in Giddings's eyes, a tension
between these goals that makes Delta Sigma Theta a fascinating microcosm of the struggles of Black



women and their organizations. DST members have included Mary McLeod Bethune, Mary Church
Terrell, Margaret Murray Washington, Shirley Chisholm, Barbara Jordan, and, on the cultural side,
Leontyne Price, Lena Horne, Ruby Dee, Judith Jamison, and Roberta Flack.
  alpha kappa alpha sorority history: The Quander Quality James W. W, Rohulamin Quander,
2010 Diabetes can be a devastating disease, causing multiple degenerative conditions over the
course of a person's life. Juvenile diabetes can be especially difficult because it strikes children. To
live for 80 years with diabetes is a triumph that could only result from dedicated self-discipline,
determination, and tenacity. These very qualities allowed James W. Quander, the author of this
educational and inspirational autobiography, to live a full life into his 80s in spite of a prognosis to
die before age ten.Diagnosed in 1924 with diabetes shortly before turning six, at a time when insulin
injection was a new procedure, there was a stigma attached to having this disease. He kept his Big
Secret until his senior years, in spite of hospitalizations and near-death experiences. Then, in an
effort to educate others about living with diabetes, he often participated in personal and media
interviews, and was featured in the Washington Post, Diabetes Forecast, Successful Living with
Diabetes, and the Diabetic News.
  alpha kappa alpha sorority history: Black Greek 101 Walter M. Kimbrough, 2023-09-12
Black Greek 101 analyzes the customs, culture, and challenges facing historically Black fraternal
organizations. The text provides a history of Black Greek organizations beyond the nine major
organizations, examining the pledging practice, the growth of fraternalism outside of the
mainstream organizations, the vivid culture and practices of the groups, and challenges for the
future.
  alpha kappa alpha sorority history: Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated, the
Mid-Atlantic Region Linda Simmons-Henry, 2014-02
  alpha kappa alpha sorority history: Black Greek-Letter Organizations 2.0 Matthew W.
Hughey, Gregory S. Parks, 2011-02-18 At the turn of the twentieth century, black fraternities and
sororities, also known as Black Greek-Letter Organizations (BGLOs), were an integral part of what
W.E.B. Du Bois called the “talented tenth.” This was the top ten percent of the black community that
would serve as a cadre of educated, upper-class, motivated individuals who acquired the
professional credentials, skills, and capital to assist the race to attain socioeconomic parity. Today,
however, BGLOs struggle to find their place and direction in a world drastically different from the
one that witnessed their genesis. In recent years, there has been a growing body of scholarship on
BGLOs. This collection of essays seeks to push those who think about BGLOs to engage in more
critically and empirically based analysis. This book also seeks to move BGLO members and those
who work with them beyond conclusions based on hunches, conventional wisdom, intuition, and
personal experience. In addition to a rich range of scholars, this volume includes a kind of call and
response feature between scholars and prominent members of the BGLO community.
  alpha kappa alpha sorority history: Having Our Say Sarah L. Delany, A. Elizabeth Delany,
Amy Hill Hearth, 2023-01-03 Warm, feisty, and intelligent, the Delany sisters speak their mind in a
book that is at once a vital historical record and a moving portrait of two remarkable women who
continued to love, laugh, and embrace life after over a hundred years of living side by side. Their
sharp memories tell us about the post-Reconstruction South and Booker T. Washington, Harlem’s
Golden Age and Langston Hughes, W. E. B. Du Bois and Paul Robeson. Bessie Delany breaks
barriers to become a dentist; Sadie Delany quietly integrates the New York City system as a high
school teacher. Their extraordinary story makes an important contribution to our nation’s
heritage—and an indelible impression on our lives.
  alpha kappa alpha sorority history: The Truths We Hold Kamala Harris, 2019-01-08 The #1
New York Times bestseller From Vice President Kamala Harris, one of America's most inspiring
political leaders, comes a book about the core truths that unite us and how best to act upon them. A
life story that genuinely entrances. —Los Angeles Times “An engaging read that provides insights
into the influences of [Harris’s] life...Revealing and even endearing.” —San Francisco Chronicle The
daughter of immigrants and civil rights activists, Vice President Kamala Harris was raised in an



Oakland, California, community that cared deeply about social justice. As she rose to prominence as
one of the political leaders of our time, her experiences would become her guiding light as she
grappled with an array of complex issues and learned to bring a voice to the voiceless. In The Truths
We Hold, she reckons with the big challenges we face together. Drawing on the hard-won wisdom
and insight from her own career and the work of those who have most inspired her, she
communicates a vision of shared struggle, shared purpose, and shared values as we confront the
great work of our day.
  alpha kappa alpha sorority history: You Can Lead: Leadership Legacy Journal Dorothy
Buckhanan Wilson, 2019-08-13
  alpha kappa alpha sorority history: The Legacy of the Pacesetters of Tau Omega Chapter,
ALPHA KAPPA ALPHA SORORITY, INC® TAU OMEGA CHAPTER et.al, 2014-01-21 “The Legacy of
the Pacesetters of Tau Omega Chapter, a timeless service to the Harlem community and beyond“ is a
comprehensive recording of this Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority chapter’s 88 year history in the village
of Harlem. The authors combed through hundreds of documents and pictures from various
resources. The book goes beyond chronological facts to provide a heartfelt interpretation of its past.
They are confident that members reading this document will be inspired to continue their legacy and
be proud of knowing who they were, who they are and the basis of their history and traditions.
  alpha kappa alpha sorority history: Fall of Poppies Heather Webb, Hazel Gaynor, Beatriz
Williams, Jennifer Robson, 2016-03-01 Top voices in historical fiction deliver an unforgettable
collection of short stories set in the aftermath of World War I—featuring bestselling authors such as
Hazel Gaynor, Jennifer Robson, Beatriz Williams, and Lauren Willig and edited by Heather Webb. On
the eleventh hour of the eleventh day of the eleventh month... November 11, 1918. After four long,
dark years of fighting, the Great War ends at last, and the world is forever changed. For soldiers,
loved ones, and survivors the years ahead stretch with new promise, even as their hearts are marked
by all those who have been lost. As families come back together, lovers reunite, and strangers take
solace in each other, everyone has a story to tell. In this moving anthology, nine authors share
stories of love, strength, and renewal as hope takes root in a fall of poppies. Featuring: Jessica
Brockmole Hazel Gaynor Evangeline Holland Marci Jefferson Kate Kerrigan Jennifer Robson Beatriz
Williams Lauren Willig Heather Webb
  alpha kappa alpha sorority history: The Story of Gamma Phi Beta Lindsey Barbee, 1921
  alpha kappa alpha sorority history: The Diary of Aaliyah Anderson Randall Barnes,
2015-06-29 Meet Aaliyah Anderson, a beautiful, intelligent, ambitious thirteen-year-old young
woman ready to take over the world. With her mom being a superstar broadcast journalist and her
older brother Damon being an acclaimed writer and star sports player. Aaliyah lives a fantastic life.
Aaliyah quickly learns that her good life, doesn't separate her from life's problems. She has to deal
with tons of hardships and avoid many obstacles along her path to achieving her short term goal of
finally making it to high school and what she feels will bring her closer to her dreams of being a CEO
of a company. Aaliyah has to deal with overwhelming family issues such as the divorce of her
parents and the result of her father's unfaithfulness, infidelity, and a family secret that turns her
world upside down. As if her family wasn't messed up enough, her eleven-year old brother turns to
the streets and joins the Eastside Rydahz, one of the most notorious gangs in the city. Her eldest
brother Jeffery, or high-ranked Rydah 808, hates everything about Aaliyah and she doesn't
understand it. All Aaliyah wants is to have the ideal loving, united family and it hurts her that their
situation is seemingly fractured beyond repair. To make things even more pressing, she lives in the
ruthless city of Willowsfield, statistically the #1 most dangerous city in America, where senseless
community violence is the norm and life expectancy is low. With the pressure to succeed and make it
out of the ditch that Aaliyah calls her hometown, she still has to deal with more problems that test
her patience. With its realistic characters, life-like setting and dynamic message, The Diary of
Aaliyah Anderson is entertaining and a sure fire conversation starter on what we need to do as a
generation.
  alpha kappa alpha sorority history: Black Physicians in the Jim Crow South Thomas J. Ward,



2010-02-01 Drawing on a variety of sources from oral histories to the records of professional
organizations, Thomas J. Ward, Jr. examines the development of the African American medical
profession in the South. Illuminating the contradictions of race and class, this research provides
valuable new insight into class divisions within African American communities in the era of
segregation.
  alpha kappa alpha sorority history: Who is the Historian? Nigel A. Raab, 2016-01-01 Who Is
the Historian? highlights the skill set imparted to those pursuing a historical education, and clearly
demonstrates the value of the historian in the contemporary world
  alpha kappa alpha sorority history: The Quanders Rohulamin Quander, 2021-04-12 Short of
the Book TitleThe selected title of this book, The Quanders – Since 1684: An Enduring African
American Legacy, is self-explanatory and becomes more so once the reader delves into the content.
Tracing the legacy of Henry Quando and Margrett Pugg, his wife, and their progeny, from 1684 to
the present, unfolds a story of triumph and sustained accomplishment beyond and in spite of
whatever racially-inspired obstacles were placed as inhibitors on the road to success. Description of
the WorkThe Quanders – Since 1684: An Enduring African America Legacy introduces stories that
constitute the Quander family legacy as one of the oldest consistently documented African American
families in the United States. This is not so much an African American story, as it is an American
history story, written from an African American perspective. It features examples of faith, strength,
focus, character, and triumph emerging from and beyond a series of imposed stumbling blocks. As
well, the author acknowledges the contributions of those who came before and builds upon their
achievements and successes to the benefit of future generations.While most Americans respect our
nation and its Founding Fathers who made it a reality, the Quander story expands the scope of that
recognition by painting smaller parallel stories addressing what else was ongoing, i.e., incidences,
events, setbacks, the cumulative effect of which helped us, as people of African descent, to hold our
heads just as high as other communities. Indeed, we too shared in the building of this great nation
and in seeking to fulfill the American Dream.
  alpha kappa alpha sorority history: The Timeless History and Legacy of Kappa Upsilon
Omega Chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc, 2014-03-07
Timeless History and Legacy of Kappa Upsilon Omega Chapter is a book that chronicles the
beginning of this chapter (KUO) in Aiken, South Carolina. It shares the vision of Justine Hickson and
other chartering members of KUO. Fifteen women decided they wanted to start a chapter in Aiken,
South Carolina. This dream became a reality on April 13, 1976; and so began Kappa Upsilon Omega
Chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc.: an organization of professional, educated, and
dedicated women, all who share a passion and commitment to the ideals of their great sisterhood,
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc., founded in 1908 on the campus of Howard University. The history
of Kappa Upsilon Omega Chapter traces the beginning programs of this chapter until now with
emphasis on service to mankind.
  alpha kappa alpha sorority history: Reflections of Sisterhood Through Timeless Service
Daneen Edmond, Charlesnika Evans, Tamara McClain, Cindy Sanders, Germayne Cade, 2014-01-31
  alpha kappa alpha sorority history: A Timeless History of Timeless Service Alpha Kappa
Alpha Sorority. Sigma Omicron Omega Graduate Chapter (Fort Walton Beach, Fla.), 2014 This first
edition of Sigma Omicron Omega's history is a compilation of over 20 years of timeless sisterhood
and service.
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