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Abstract: This article provides a comprehensive examination of Alpha Kappa Alpha (AKA) history, tracing its
origins, evolution, and enduring impact on American society. It explores the challenges the sorority faced in its
early years, its pivotal role in the civil rights movement, and its continued commitment to scholarship, service,
and sisterhood. The article also analyzes the opportunities and advancements AKA has achieved while
highlighting its lasting contributions to communities across the nation.

Introduction: Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated (AKA) stands as a pillar of strength and resilience
within the African American community and beyond. Understanding Alpha Kappa Alpha history is crucial to
appreciating the significant role Black women have played in shaping American society. Founded at Howard
University in 1908, AKA's journey has been marked by both remarkable achievements and the persistent struggle
against racial and gender inequality. This in-depth exploration of Alpha Kappa Alpha history will delve into
the sorority's founding, its evolution throughout the 20th and 21st centuries, and its enduring legacy of
service and leadership.

I. The Genesis of Alpha Kappa Alpha History: Founding and Early Years
(1908-1930s)

The Alpha Kappa Alpha history began amidst the unique socio-political landscape of early 20th-century
America. Established on January 15, 1908, at Howard University in Washington, D.C., AKA was founded by nine
remarkable women— Ethel Hedgeman Lyle, Beulah Burke, Pauline Evans, Maude Cuney, Mary Church Terrell
(honorary), Lillie Mae Harris, Lucile Bluford, and Grace Bush. These pioneering women sought to establish an
organization dedicated to the intellectual and social advancement of African American women, particularly
within the confines of a segregated society. Their initial efforts focused on establishing a presence within the
Howard University community and providing support for fellow students. The early years of Alpha Kappa
Alpha history were characterized by a steadfast commitment to scholarship, promoting academic excellence
among its members.

The challenges facing these women were immense. The pervasive racism and sexism of the time limited opportunities
for Black women in all aspects of life. Alpha Kappa Alpha history demonstrates that the founders' vision
required unwavering determination and an unshakeable belief in their collective power. Navigating the racial and
social barriers of the era tested the strength and resolve of the sorority's members, shaping the values and
resilience that define AKA's identity to this day.

II. Alpha Kappa Alpha History and the Civil Rights Movement
(1940s-1960s)

The mid-20th century witnessed the rise of the Civil Rights Movement, a pivotal era that indelibly shaped Alpha
Kappa Alpha history. AKA members actively participated in the struggle for racial equality, demonstrating
their commitment to social justice beyond the confines of their sorority activities. Many AKA members were at



the forefront of various civil rights initiatives, engaging in voter registration drives, participating in peaceful
protests, and providing support to the movement's leaders. Their involvement underscores the sorority's
dedication to community upliftment and its unwavering support for social justice. Alpha Kappa Alpha history
during this time showcases the courage and determination of Black women in confronting systemic oppression.

III. Expansion and Evolution of Alpha Kappa Alpha History (1970s-Present)

The latter half of the 20th century and the beginning of the 21st century saw significant expansion and
evolution in Alpha Kappa Alpha history. The sorority expanded its membership base nationwide and
internationally, establishing chapters across the country and abroad. Furthermore, AKA continued to adapt
its programs and initiatives to meet the evolving needs of its members and the broader community. The focus on
scholarship, service, and sisterhood remained central, but new programs were developed to address
contemporary issues such as HIV/AIDS awareness, health disparities, and educational inequities. Alpha Kappa
Alpha history exemplifies the sorority's adaptability and commitment to remain relevant in a constantly
changing social landscape. The establishment of various programs dedicated to leadership development, youth
mentorship, and community service further solidified AKA's commitment to empowering future generations.

IV. The Enduring Legacy of Alpha Kappa Alpha History

Alpha Kappa Alpha history is a testament to the transformative power of collective action and unwavering
dedication to service. The sorority's commitment to scholarship, service, and sisterhood has created a
powerful legacy that continues to inspire generations of Black women. Through its various initiatives and
programs, AKA has significantly contributed to the advancement of education, health, and social justice
within communities across the nation. The enduring impact of AKA on American society is undeniable, and its
history serves as an invaluable resource for understanding the contributions of Black women to the social,
political, and cultural landscape of the United States.

Conclusion: The Alpha Kappa Alpha history is a rich and complex tapestry woven from the threads of
resilience, dedication, and unwavering commitment to service. From its humble beginnings at Howard University
to its global presence today, AKA's journey reflects the transformative power of sisterhood and the enduring
spirit of Black women who have consistently strived to create a more just and equitable world. Understanding
Alpha Kappa Alpha history is not merely an academic exercise; it is a testament to the power of collective
action and the enduring legacy of a sorority that has consistently championed the cause of education,
equality, and service.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):

Who founded Alpha Kappa Alpha? Alpha Kappa Alpha was founded by nine women at Howard University1.
in 1908.

What are the core values of Alpha Kappa Alpha? The core values are scholarship, service, fellowship,2.
and sisterhood.

What is the significance of Alpha Kappa Alpha in the Civil Rights Movement? AKA members actively3.
participated in voter registration drives, peaceful protests, and provided support to civil rights
leaders.

What are some of Alpha Kappa Alpha's major philanthropic initiatives? AKA supports numerous4.
initiatives focused on education, health, and community development.

How can I join Alpha Kappa Alpha? Membership is by invitation only, typically through the sorority's5.
collegiate or alumnae chapters.

What is the international presence of Alpha Kappa Alpha? AKA has chapters in several countries around6.



the world.

What role did HBCUs play in Alpha Kappa Alpha's history? HBCUs, particularly Howard University,7.
served as the foundation for AKA's establishment and early development.

How has Alpha Kappa Alpha adapted to societal changes throughout its history? AKA has8.
consistently adapted its programs and initiatives to address evolving societal needs.

What is the future of Alpha Kappa Alpha? AKA continues to evolve and expand its impact on9.
communities worldwide, maintaining its commitment to scholarship, service, and sisterhood.

Related Articles:

"The Founders of Alpha Kappa Alpha: Shaping a Legacy of Service": Explores the lives and contributions1.
of the nine women who founded AKA.

"Alpha Kappa Alpha and the Struggle for Voting Rights": Details AKA's involvement in the fight for2.
voting rights for African Americans.

"Alpha Kappa Alpha's International Impact: A Global Sisterhood": Examines the sorority's global3.
presence and its initiatives in various countries.

"The Role of Alpha Kappa Alpha in Education Reform": Highlights AKA's contributions to improving4.
educational opportunities for underserved communities.

"Alpha Kappa Alpha and Public Health Initiatives: Addressing Health Disparities": Focuses on AKA's5.
programs addressing health issues within the Black community.

"Alpha Kappa Alpha's Leadership Development Programs: Empowering Future Generations": Explores the6.
sorority's programs designed to cultivate leadership skills.

"Alpha Kappa Alpha's Historic Chapters: A Look at Key Milestones": Highlights pivotal moments in the7.
history of specific AKA chapters.

"The Economic Impact of Alpha Kappa Alpha: Community Investment and Empowerment": Examines the8.
financial contributions of AKA to local communities.

"Alpha Kappa Alpha and the Arts: Promoting Creative Expression and Cultural Preservation": Discusses9.
AKA's support for the arts and its efforts to promote cultural awareness.
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William Barton Rogers, 1860, Objects and Plan of an Institute of Technology Inspired by an
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organizations concerned with improving the conditions of women, African Americans, and other
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she created the first junior high school for black students in Washington, DC. In this long overdue
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timeline which mirrors the development of the Far Western Region. Regional Director Barbara
Denson Trotter's dynamic leadership focused on a theme of doing ?Big Things? within the Far
Western Region. Undergraduates have been doing ?big things? in the programs and leadership of
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increased participation in the AKA Leadership Fellows Program, and have been selected for the
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Diabetes can be a devastating disease, causing multiple degenerative conditions over the course of a
person's life. Juvenile diabetes can be especially difficult because it strikes children. To live for 80
years with diabetes is a triumph that could only result from dedicated self-discipline, determination,
and tenacity. These very qualities allowed James W. Quander, the author of this educational and
inspirational autobiography, to live a full life into his 80s in spite of a prognosis to die before age
ten.Diagnosed in 1924 with diabetes shortly before turning six, at a time when insulin injection was
a new procedure, there was a stigma attached to having this disease. He kept his Big Secret until his
senior years, in spite of hospitalizations and near-death experiences. Then, in an effort to educate
others about living with diabetes, he often participated in personal and media interviews, and was
featured in the Washington Post, Diabetes Forecast, Successful Living with Diabetes, and the
Diabetic News.
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TitleThe selected title of this book, The Quanders – Since 1684: An Enduring African American
Legacy, is self-explanatory and becomes more so once the reader delves into the content. Tracing
the legacy of Henry Quando and Margrett Pugg, his wife, and their progeny, from 1684 to the
present, unfolds a story of triumph and sustained accomplishment beyond and in spite of whatever
racially-inspired obstacles were placed as inhibitors on the road to success. Description of the
WorkThe Quanders – Since 1684: An Enduring African America Legacy introduces stories that
constitute the Quander family legacy as one of the oldest consistently documented African American
families in the United States. This is not so much an African American story, as it is an American
history story, written from an African American perspective. It features examples of faith, strength,



focus, character, and triumph emerging from and beyond a series of imposed stumbling blocks. As
well, the author acknowledges the contributions of those who came before and builds upon their
achievements and successes to the benefit of future generations.While most Americans respect our
nation and its Founding Fathers who made it a reality, the Quander story expands the scope of that
recognition by painting smaller parallel stories addressing what else was ongoing, i.e., incidences,
events, setbacks, the cumulative effect of which helped us, as people of African descent, to hold our
heads just as high as other communities. Indeed, we too shared in the building of this great nation
and in seeking to fulfill the American Dream.
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of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority (DST), and details the increasing involvement of Black women in the
political, social, and economic affairs of America. Founded at a time when liberal arts education was
widely seen as either futile, dangerous, or impractical for Blacks—and especially Black women—DST
is, in Giddings's words, a compelling reflection of Black women's aspirations for themselves and for
society. Giddings notes that unlike other organizations with racial goals, Delta Sigma Theta was
created to change and benefit individuals rather than society. As a sorority, it was formed to bring
women together as sisters, but at the same time to address the divisive, often class-related issues
confronting Black women in our society. There is, in Giddings's eyes, a tension between these goals
that makes Delta Sigma Theta a fascinating microcosm of the struggles of Black women and their
organizations. DST members have included Mary McLeod Bethune, Mary Church Terrell, Margaret
Murray Washington, Shirley Chisholm, Barbara Jordan, and, on the cultural side, Leontyne Price,
Lena Horne, Ruby Dee, Judith Jamison, and Roberta Flack.
  alpha kappa alpha history: Having Our Say Sarah L. Delany, A. Elizabeth Delany, Amy Hill
Hearth, 2023-01-03 Warm, feisty, and intelligent, the Delany sisters speak their mind in a book that
is at once a vital historical record and a moving portrait of two remarkable women who continued to
love, laugh, and embrace life after over a hundred years of living side by side. Their sharp memories
tell us about the post-Reconstruction South and Booker T. Washington, Harlem’s Golden Age and
Langston Hughes, W. E. B. Du Bois and Paul Robeson. Bessie Delany breaks barriers to become a
dentist; Sadie Delany quietly integrates the New York City system as a high school teacher. Their
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H. Parker, 1990
  alpha kappa alpha history: The Things They Carried Tim O'Brien, 2009-10-13 A classic work
of American literature that has not stopped changing minds and lives since it burst onto the literary
scene, The Things They Carried is a ground-breaking meditation on war, memory, imagination, and
the redemptive power of storytelling. The Things They Carried depicts the men of Alpha Company:
Jimmy Cross, Henry Dobbins, Rat Kiley, Mitchell Sanders, Norman Bowker, Kiowa, and the
character Tim O’Brien, who has survived his tour in Vietnam to become a father and writer at the
age of forty-three. Taught everywhere—from high school classrooms to graduate seminars in
creative writing—it has become required reading for any American and continues to challenge
readers in their perceptions of fact and fiction, war and peace, courage and fear and longing. The
Things They Carried won France's prestigious Prix du Meilleur Livre Etranger and the Chicago



Tribune Heartland Prize; it was also a finalist for the Pulitzer Prize and the National Book Critics
Circle Award.
  alpha kappa alpha history: Black Greek-Letter Organizations 2.0 Matthew W. Hughey,
Gregory S. Parks, 2011-02-18 At the turn of the twentieth century, black fraternities and sororities,
also known as Black Greek-Letter Organizations (BGLOs), were an integral part of what W.E.B. Du
Bois called the “talented tenth.” This was the top ten percent of the black community that would
serve as a cadre of educated, upper-class, motivated individuals who acquired the professional
credentials, skills, and capital to assist the race to attain socioeconomic parity. Today, however,
BGLOs struggle to find their place and direction in a world drastically different from the one that
witnessed their genesis. In recent years, there has been a growing body of scholarship on BGLOs.
This collection of essays seeks to push those who think about BGLOs to engage in more critically and
empirically based analysis. This book also seeks to move BGLO members and those who work with
them beyond conclusions based on hunches, conventional wisdom, intuition, and personal
experience. In addition to a rich range of scholars, this volume includes a kind of call and response
feature between scholars and prominent members of the BGLO community.
  alpha kappa alpha history: Ivy Walter "Big Walt." Anderson, 2004-01-01 Collectible Book over
an account of Alpha Kappa Alpha
  alpha kappa alpha history: Everything to Know about AKA LittleThings Collectible,
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Alpha.
  alpha kappa alpha history: Higher Education for Women in Postwar America,
1945–1965 Linda Eisenmann, 2006-01-19 Outstanding Academic Title for 2007, Choice Magazine
This history explores the nature of postwar advocacy for women's higher education, acknowledging
its unique relationship to the expectations of the era and recognizing its particular type of adaptive
activism. Linda Eisenmann illuminates the impact of this advocacy in the postwar era, identifying a
link between women's activism during World War II and the women's movement of the late 1960s.
Though the postwar period has been portrayed as an era of domestic retreat for women, Eisenmann
finds otherwise as she explores areas of institution building and gender awareness. In an era
uncomfortable with feminism, this generation advocated individual decision making rather than
collective action by professional women, generally conceding their complicated responsibilities as
wives and mothers. By redefining our understanding of activism and assessing women's efforts
within the context of their milieu, this innovative work reclaims an era often denigrated for its lack
of attention to women.
  alpha kappa alpha history: Tussle at the Top Vincent Windrow, 2018-09-10 This book
features years of research on both the competition between and the member-collaboration of Omega
Psi Phi and Alpha Phi Alpha. These two storied Black Greek fraternities have contributed mightily to
society through its respective organizational thrusts and the achievements of their members. This
work highlights both and provides detailed and interesting research on the many personalities that
have been initiated through both fraternities and the ways in which they have particularly impacted
the struggles and challenges of African Americans.
  alpha kappa alpha history: The History of the Omega Psi Phi Fraternity Herman Dreer,
1940
  alpha kappa alpha history: Super PACs Louise I. Gerdes, 2014-05-20 The passage of Citizens
United by the Supreme Court in 2010 sparked a renewed debate about campaign spending by large
political action committees, or Super PACs. Its ruling said that it is okay for corporations and labor
unions to spend as much as they want in advertising and other methods to convince people to vote
for or against a candidate. This book provides a wide range of opinions on the issue. Includes
primary and secondary sources from a variety of perspectives; eyewitnesses, scientific journals,
government officials, and many others.



  alpha kappa alpha history: Black Physicians in the Jim Crow South Thomas J. Ward,
2010-02-01 Drawing on a variety of sources from oral histories to the records of professional
organizations, Thomas J. Ward, Jr. examines the development of the African American medical
profession in the South. Illuminating the contradictions of race and class, this research provides
valuable new insight into class divisions within African American communities in the era of
segregation.
  alpha kappa alpha history: Brothers and Sisters Craig LaRon Torbenson, Gregory Parks, 2009
The 1950s are arguably the watershed era in the civil rights movement with the landmark Supreme
Court decision of Brown v. Board of Education in 1954, the Montgomery Bus Boycott in 1955, and
the desegregation of Little Rock (Arkansas) High School in 1957. It was during this period--1955 to
be exact--that sociologist Alfred M. Lee published his seminal work Fraternities without
Brotherhood: A Study of Prejudice on the American Campus. Lee's book was the first and last book
to explore diversity within college fraternal groups. More than fifty years later, Craig L. Torbenson
and Gregory S. Parks revisit this issue more broadly in their edited volume Brothers and Sisters:
Diversity in College Fraternities and Sororities. This volume draws from a variety of disciplines in an
attempt to provide a holistic analysis of diversity within collegiate fraternal life. It also brings a wide
range of scholarly approaches to the inquiry of diversity within college fraternities and sororities. It
explores not only from whence these groups have come but where they are currently situated and
what issues arise as they progress.
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on the campus of Howard University in Washington, DC on January 15, 1908. It …

Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated History & Achievements



Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority Incorporated was founded on January 15, 1908, on the campus of Howard
University by nine collegiate women: Anna Easter Brown, Beulah Burke, Lillie Burke, …

Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. - About
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated ® (AKA), an international service organization, was founded on
the campus of Howard University in Washington, D.C. in 1908. It is the oldest …

Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. - History
Alpha Kappa Alpha was founded January 15, 1908, at Howard University’s Miner Hall in Washington, D.C. by
Ethel Hedgemon Lyle and 8 other collegiate women. “By merit and by culture” embodies …

Alpha Kappa Alpha - Wikipedia
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. (ΑΚΑ) is an historically African-American sorority. The sorority was
founded in 1908 at Howard University in Washington, D.C. . Alpha Kappa Alpha was incorporated …

AKA History - Alpha Kappa Alpha
Founded January 15, 1908, on the campus of Howard University in Washington, DC and incorporated on
January 29, 1913, Alpha Kappa Alpha, Sorority, Inc. is the world's oldest college …

Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority (1908- ) - Blackpast
Apr 12, 2009 · Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. (AKA), the oldest Greek-letter organization established for
African American women, was founded on January 15, 1908, on the campus of …

History – Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. - Beta Chi Omega
In 1908, Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. became America's first Greek-letter organization established by
Black college women. Her roots date back to Howard University, Washington, …

History | AKA | KEO | 1908
Founded on the campus of Howard University in Washington, DC in 1908, Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority,
Incorporated is the oldest Greek-letter organization established by African American …

ALPHA KAPPA ALPHA SORORITY, INCORPORATED “A …
In 1908, her vision crystallized as Alpha Kappa Alpha, the first Negro Greek-letter sorority. Five years later
(1913), lead incorporator Nellie Quander ensured Alpha Kappa Alpha’s perpetuity …

HERStory - akalambdaphiomega.org
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated® (AKA) is an international service organization that was founded
on the campus of Howard University in Washington, DC on January 15, 1908. It is the …

Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated History & Achievements
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority Incorporated was founded on January 15, 1908, on the campus of Howard
University by nine collegiate women: Anna Easter Brown, Beulah Burke, Lillie Burke, …

Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. - About
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated ® (AKA), an international service organization, was founded on
the campus of Howard University in Washington, D.C. in 1908. It is the oldest Greek …

Alpha Kappa Alpha History

Alpha Kappa Alpha History

https://e11695da-80b5-4e7d-88cb-5343a102e617.connect.sangoma.com/archive-sem1-50-43/alpha-kappa-alpha-history.pdf
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