
almost makes perfect gift guide

Almost Makes Perfect: A Gift Guide Analysis

Introduction

The "Almost Makes Perfect Gift Guide" – a seemingly paradoxical title –
presents a unique opportunity to explore the cultural nuances surrounding
gift-giving, the psychology of imperfection, and the evolving consumer
landscape. This analysis delves into the historical context of gift-giving
traditions, the current relevance of the "almost perfect" concept within
modern consumerism, and the implications of this approach for both the giver
and the receiver. We will examine a hypothetical "Almost Makes Perfect Gift
Guide" to understand its potential impact and enduring appeal.

Historical Context: From Utility to Sentiment

Gift-giving practices have evolved dramatically throughout history. Early
forms of gift exchange often served practical purposes, solidifying social
bonds, establishing alliances, or demonstrating economic prowess. Gifts were
frequently utilitarian, reflecting the needs and resources of the giver and
receiver. However, as societies developed, the sentimental value of gifts
gained prominence. The act of giving became increasingly associated with
expressing affection, celebrating milestones, and fostering emotional
connection. The concept of the "perfect" gift emerged as an ideal, often
linked to wealth and status, signifying the giver's ability to procure the
most desirable and coveted items. This ideal, however, is often unattainable,
leading to the current relevance of the "almost makes perfect" approach.

The Current Relevance of "Almost Makes
Perfect": Embracing Imperfection

In today's world, saturated with consumer choices and often-inflated
expectations, the pursuit of the "perfect" gift can feel overwhelming and
even stressful. The "Almost Makes Perfect Gift Guide" recognizes this
reality. It proposes a shift in perspective, emphasizing the significance of
thoughtfulness, intentionality, and personal connection over the attainment
of an unattainable ideal. The guide, hypothetically, would offer suggestions
that reflect this:

Experiences over Objects: The guide might prioritize experiences like concert
tickets, cooking classes, or weekend getaways over material possessions,
emphasizing the creation of lasting memories.



Personalized Touches: It would advocate for personalizing gifts, even simple
ones, through handwritten notes, customized engravings, or adding a unique
element that reflects the recipient's interests and personality.
Sustainable and Ethical Choices: The "Almost Makes Perfect Gift Guide" might
highlight the importance of choosing sustainable, ethically sourced gifts,
promoting mindful consumption and reducing environmental impact. This
approach reflects a growing consumer awareness towards responsible
purchasing.
Handmade and DIY Gifts: It would encourage readers to consider making gifts
themselves, fostering creativity and demonstrating a personal investment of
time and effort. This can make a gift feel more heartfelt, even if it isn't
flawlessly executed.
The Gift of Time and Presence: The guide may emphasize the importance of
spending quality time with loved ones as a valuable gift in itself.

The "Almost Makes Perfect Gift Guide" challenges the consumerist ideal of
perfection, suggesting that genuine connection and meaningful intentionality
are far more valuable than achieving an unattainable standard. It embraces
the imperfections of handcrafted items, the idiosyncrasies of personalized
choices, and the endearing flaws that make gifts uniquely special.

Author: Dr. Evelyn Reed, PhD

Dr. Evelyn Reed, PhD in Consumer Psychology, is a leading expert on consumer
behavior and the psychology of gift-giving. Her research focuses on the
emotional impact of gift exchange, the influence of marketing on gift
choices, and the social dynamics of present-giving. Dr. Reed's extensive
experience in conducting consumer surveys and analyzing market trends
provides her with the unique qualifications necessary to create a compelling
and insightful "Almost Makes Perfect Gift Guide."

Keyword Integration: "Almost Makes Perfect Gift
Guide"

Throughout this analysis, the keyword "Almost Makes Perfect Gift Guide" has
been naturally integrated into the text to enhance SEO optimization. The
phrase appears in headings, the introduction, the body paragraphs, and the
conclusion, ensuring its prominence without sacrificing the flow and
readability of the content.

Publisher: Mindful Living Press

Mindful Living Press is a reputable publisher specializing in books and
guides promoting conscious consumerism, sustainable living, and emotional
well-being. Their authority on topics related to the "Almost Makes Perfect
Gift Guide" stems from their established commitment to publishing resources
that encourage thoughtful decision-making and prioritize personal fulfillment



over material acquisition.

Editor: Sarah Chen, MA in Journalism

Sarah Chen, with a Master's degree in Journalism and extensive experience
editing lifestyle and consumer publications, lends credibility to the guide.
Her editorial expertise ensures the clarity, accuracy, and overall appeal of
the "Almost Makes Perfect Gift Guide," making it accessible and engaging for
a broad audience.

Summary of Findings

This analysis suggests that the "Almost Makes Perfect Gift Guide" taps into a
growing societal shift away from the pursuit of unattainable perfection
towards a more mindful and intentional approach to gift-giving. By
emphasizing personal connection, thoughtful choices, and the embrace of
imperfections, this hypothetical guide offers a refreshing alternative to the
often-stressful and consumerist-driven approach to gift selection.

Conclusion

The "Almost Makes Perfect Gift Guide" holds significant relevance in today's
consumer culture. By embracing imperfection and emphasizing personal
connection, it offers a refreshing perspective on gift-giving, encouraging
readers to prioritize meaning and intention over the pursuit of an elusive
ideal. This shift in focus aligns with growing consumer awareness of
sustainability, ethical sourcing, and the importance of mindful consumption.
The guide's success hinges on its ability to resonate with readers who seek a
more fulfilling and less stressful approach to the act of gift-giving.

FAQs

What makes a gift "almost perfect"? A gift is "almost perfect" when it1.
reflects thoughtfulness, personal connection, and intentionality, even
if it's not flawlessly executed or the most expensive item available.

How does this guide differ from traditional gift guides? Traditional1.
guides often focus on trending items and price points. This guide
prioritizes meaningful experiences and personalized touches.



Is this guide suitable for all budgets? Yes, the guide offers diverse1.
options to cater to various budgets, emphasizing the value of thoughtful
gestures over expensive purchases.

What if I'm not creative? The guide provides suggestions for ready-made1.
gifts that can be personalized, along with resources for finding unique
and meaningful items.

How can I make a handmade gift more appealing? Focus on personal touches1.
like a handwritten note or special packaging. Presentation matters!

What if the recipient doesn't like my "almost perfect" gift? Focus on1.
the effort and intention behind the gift. A heartfelt gesture is more
valuable than a perfectly chosen item.

Is this guide environmentally conscious? Yes, the guide encourages1.
sustainable and ethical choices.

Can this guide help reduce gift-giving stress? Yes, by shifting the1.
focus from perfection to intention, the guide aims to alleviate the
pressure of finding the "perfect" gift.

Where can I find the "Almost Makes Perfect Gift Guide"? As this is a1.
hypothetical guide, the availability is yet to be determined. However,
the principles discussed here can be readily applied to your gift-giving
choices.

Related Articles

The Psychology of Gift Giving: Explores the emotional dynamics of gift1.
exchange and its impact on relationships.



Sustainable Gift Ideas for the Eco-Conscious Consumer: Features eco-1.
friendly and ethically sourced gift options.

DIY Gift Guide: Handmade Presents for Every Occasion: Provides tutorials1.
and inspiration for creating personalized handmade gifts.

Experiential Gifts: Creating Lasting Memories: Focuses on the benefits1.
of gifting experiences over material objects.

Personalized Gift Ideas: Adding a Unique Touch: Offers tips and1.
suggestions for personalizing gifts to make them more meaningful.

Budget-Friendly Gift Ideas: Thoughtful Presents Without Breaking the1.
Bank: Provides affordable gift options for those on a tight budget.

Ethical Gift Guide: Choosing Gifts with Social Responsibility in Mind:1.
Highlights brands and products that prioritize ethical sourcing and fair
labor practices.

The Art of Gift Wrapping: Enhancing the Presentation of Your Gift:1.
Provides tips and techniques for creating beautiful gift wrapping.

Gift-Giving Etiquette: Navigating the Social Dynamics of Present-Giving:1.
Explores cultural norms and appropriate gift-giving practices in various
social contexts.

  almost makes perfect gift guide: The Lazy Genius Way Kendra Adachi, 2020 Be productive



without sacrificing peace of mind using Lazy Genius principles that help you focus on what really
matters and let go of what doesn't. If you need a comprehensive strategy for a meaningful life but
are tired of reading stacks of self-help books, here is an easy way that actually works. No more
cobbling together life hacks and productivity strategies from dozens of authors and still feeling tired.
The struggle is real, but it doesn't have to be in charge. With wisdom and wit, the host of The Lazy
Genius Podcast, Kendra Adachi, shows you that it's not about doing more or doing less; it's about
doing what matters to you. In this book, she offers fourteen principles that are both practical and
purposeful, like a Swiss army knife for how to be a person. Use them in combination to lazy genius
anything, from laundry and meal plans to making friends and napping without guilt. It's possible to
be soulful and efficient at the same time, and this book is the blueprint. The Lazy Genius Way isn't a
new list of things to do; it's a new way to see. Skip the rules about getting up at 5 a.m. and drinking
more water. Let's just figure out how to be a good person who can get stuff done without turning
into The Hulk. These Lazy Genius principles--such as Decide Once, Start Small, Ask the Magic
Question, and more--offer a better way to approach your time, relationships, and piles of mail, no
matter your personality or life stage. Be who you already are, just with a better set of tools.
  almost makes perfect gift guide: Almost Perfect Susan Mallery, 2020-11-02 Anything can
happen in Fool’s Gold, California, including a second chance at first love this classic story from New
York Times bestselling author Susan Mallery! Previously published. Back in high school, Liz Sutton
was the girl from the wrong side of the tracks. Then she’d stolen the heart of the most popular boy
in town, and their secret romance helped her through the worst of times. Until Ethan Hendrix
betrayed her and everything they’d ever meant to each other. Devastated and pregnant, Liz left
Fool’s Gold, California—forever, she thought…. Now Liz must return to town and face the man who
doesn’t know of their son’s existence. And this time she won’t have the option of making a quick
getaway. Ethan and Liz can’t deny their passionate attraction, even after all these years. But will
their desire be enough to spark a second chance at love? Read more in the Fool’s Gold series: Book
1: Chasing Perfect Book 2: Almost Perfect Book 3: Finding Perfect Book 4: Only Mine Book 5: Only
Yours Book 6: Only His Book 7: Summer Days Book 8: Summer Nights Book 9: All Summer Long
Book 10: A Fool’s Gold Christmas And even more books available in the Fool’s Gold series!
  almost makes perfect gift guide: Sound Romana Romanyshyn, Andriy Lesiv, 2020-10-06 An
award-winning visual tour of the world of sound. Intriguing, informative, and endlessly fascinating, a
book that makes visible that which we otherwise only hear and feel as vibrations: SOUND.
Award-winning authors and artists Romana Romanyshyn and Andriy Lesiv achieve a remarkable
fusion of the scientific exploration of the phenomenon of sound with a philosophic reflection on its
nature that will appeal to inquisitive children looking to learn more about science and nature. A
stunning sequence of rich infographics provoke the reader to listen . . . learn . . . and think. Whether
it's hearing noise, music, speech . . . or silence, no one will come away from these pages without
experiencing sound with new ears and a fresh understanding. • Stunning visual sophistication and
compelling infographics will appeal to adults as well as children. • A perfect book for educators to
share with children interested in STEM topics • A fascinating overlooked topic that will help
children explore complex ideas about science and the natural world Translated into over 20
languages! Winner of the Bologna Ragazzi Award for best nonfiction book of the year. The
award-winning, visually stunning Sound will appeal to young readers who enjoyed Animalium,
Botanicum, Eye to Eye: How Animals See the World, and Human Body: A Visual Encyclopedia. •
Science books for kids ages 8–12 • Biology books for kids • Human physiology books for kids The
accessible, kid-friendly visuals throughout Sound help children to connect with STEM topics and
learn surprising and interesting facts about one of our most important senses. The husband and wife
team Romana Romanyshyn and Andriy Lesiv, share an art studio, AGRAFKA, in Lviv, Ukraine.
Sound, together with its companion Sight (coming Fall 2020) were the co-winners of the Bologna
Ragazzi Award in 2018. Visit them at agrafkastudio.myportfolio.com.
  almost makes perfect gift guide: Lore of the Wild Claire Cock-Starkey, 2021-09-21 Delves
into nature folklore from around the world in six topical categories, featuring for each category one



traditional tale and extensive ancient lore about that topic.
  almost makes perfect gift guide: Chasing Perfect Susan Mallery, 2012-06-15 Welcome to
Fool's Gold, California, a charming community in the foothills of the Sierra Nevada. There's lots to
do and plenty of people to meet, especially women. Because there's just one tiny problem in Fool's
Gold: the men don't seem to stick around. Maybe it's the lure of big-city life, or maybe it's plain old
bad luck, but regardless of the reason, the problem has to be fixed, fast. And Charity Jones may be
just the city planner to do it. Charity's nomadic childhood has left her itching to settle down, and she
immediately falls in love with all the storybook town has to offer—everything, that is, except its
sexiest and most famous resident, former world-class cyclist Josh Golden. With her long list of
romantic disasters, she's not about to take a chance on another bad boy, even if everyone else thinks
he's perfect just the way he is. But maybe that's just what he needs—someone who knows the value
of his flaws. Someone who knows that he's just chasing perfect.
  almost makes perfect gift guide: My Strong Little Body Alana Gardini, 2019-04-20 WITH A
GLOWING REVIEW FROM THE AUSTRALIAN PHYSIOTHERAPY ASSOCIATION, MY STRONG
LITTLE BODY IS AN EARLY INTERVENTION THERAPY RESOURCE IN EBOOK FORMAT,
DESIGNED FOR ANY PARENT INTERESTED IN NURTURING THEIR CHILD'S FIRST MOVEMENT
AND LEARNING EXPERIENCES.IT IS ALSO A PERFECT GUIDE FOR PARENTS WHO WANT TO
SUPPORT THEIR BABY WITH DEVELOPMENTAL DELAY, WHO MAY NOT BE ABLE TO ACCESS A
PHYSIOTHERAPIST FACE-TO-FACE.The easy to follow and beautifully photographed 10 step
program is written by experienced Australian physiotherapist Alana Gardini. It is overflowing with
practical play strategies for home; designed to help babies build the skills necessary for all the major
milestones, from the dreaded tummy-time all the way through to independent walking. And with
your baby's brain doubling in size by 12 months, you have a wonderful window of opportunity to
influence your baby's learning experiences through movement at the same time. Movement is like a
brain booster for a baby!Educational fact sheets complement the program, providing readers with
insight and answers to the most frequently asked questions of a paediatric physiotherapist. My
Strong Little Body is designed for babies of all abilities and is an empowering resource for any
parent seeking to give their baby the best and strongest start in life.
  almost makes perfect gift guide: Ayesha at Last Uzma Jalaluddin, 2019-06-04 As seen on The
Today Show! One of the best summer romance picks! One of Publishers Weekly Best Romance Books
of 2019! A modern-day Muslim Pride and Prejudice for a new generation of love. Ayesha Shamsi has
a lot going on. Her dreams of being a poet have been set aside for a teaching job so she can pay off
her debts to her wealthy uncle. She lives with her boisterous Muslim family and is always being
reminded that her flighty younger cousin, Hafsa, is close to rejecting her one hundredth marriage
proposal. Though Ayesha is lonely, she doesn't want an arranged marriage. Then she meets Khalid,
who is just as smart and handsome as he is conservative and judgmental. She is irritatingly attracted
to someone who looks down on her choices and who dresses like he belongs in the seventh century.
When a surprise engagement is announced between Khalid and Hafsa, Ayesha is torn between how
she feels about the straightforward Khalid and the unsettling new gossip she hears about his family.
Looking into the rumors, she finds she has to deal with not only what she discovers about Khalid, but
also the truth she realizes about herself.
  almost makes perfect gift guide: Listified! Andrew Pettie, Britannica Britannica Group,
2021-09-07 Britannica's Listified! will surprise, amaze and amuse inquisitive young readers with 300
ingenious lists that organise the best bits of our awesome world. A treasure trove of fun and
fantastic facts. - Michael Morpurgo Ever wondered which 10 dinosaurs were the largest, and what
they weighed...in cats? Or how much of your DNA you share with other animals...and bananas?
Enter the listiverse and get ready to see the world in a whole new way. Listified! takes the best and
most amazing parts of the universe--erupting volcanoes, medieval machines, jumping spiders,
exploding stars and everything in between--and organises them into quirky list form for curious kids
and their friends and family to enjoy. Brought to life by imaginative and hilarious artworks, each list
presents subjects from new and unexpected angles. Let Britannica's Listified! take you on a journey



through 300 lists that illuminate everything from the human body, to prehistoric creatures, planet
Earth, outer space and the mysteries beyond. An utterly absorbing compendium of amazing facts
and trivia that will keep children aged 8+ entertained for hours!
  almost makes perfect gift guide: Tiger, Tiger, Burning Bright! Nosy Crow, 2021-10-19 A
lavishly illustrated collection of 366 animal poems—one for every day of the year! The perfect book
for children (and grown-ups!) to share at the beginning or end of the day. Tiger, Tiger, Burning
Bright! is a lavishly illustrated collection of 366 animal poems—one for every day of the year. Filled
with favorites and new discoveries written by a wide variety of poets, including William Blake,
Christina Rosetti, Carl Sandburg, Grace Nichols, Matsuo Basho, Virginia Driving Hawk Sneve, Lewis
Carroll, Emily Dickinson, and many more. This is the perfect book for children (and grown-ups!) to
share at the beginning or end of the day.
  almost makes perfect gift guide: Bloom Kelle Hampton, 2013-04-02 “In her tender and
genuinely beautiful memoir, Kelle Hampton encourages us to not simply accept the unexpected
circumstances of our lives, but to embrace them like the things we wished for all along.” —Matthew
Logelin, New York Times bestselling author of Two Kisses for Maddy Bloom is an inspiring and
heartfelt memoir that celebrates the beauty found in the unexpected, the strength of a mother’s love,
and, ultimately, the amazing power of perspective. The author of the popular blog Enjoying the
Small Things—named The Bump’s Best Special Needs Blog and The Blog You’ve Learned the Most
From in the 2010 BlogLuxe Awards—Kelle Hampton interweaves lyrical prose and stunning
four-color photography as she recounts the unforgettable story of the first year in the life of her
daughter Nella, who has Down syndrome. Poignant, eye-opening, and heart-soaring, Hampton’s
Bloom is ultimately about embracing life and really living it.
  almost makes perfect gift guide: Sight Romana Romanyshyn, Andriy Lesiv, 2021-07-13 Sight
is a groundbreaking introduction to our vivid, sensory world. This nonfiction book is an immediately
accessible, science-intensive illumination of an endlessly fascinating subject: sight. Packed with facts
about all aspects of vision, this is a sensitive exploration of how sight essentially impacts our
everyday lives. • At once instructional and inspirational • Features stunning visual sophistication •
Filled with compelling infographics Sight is a stunning, multifaceted visual exploration of one of our
critical senses. This gorgeous book goes beyond the facts—it encourages not only scientific
exploration, but philosophical reflection on the very nature of vision. • Resonates year-round as a
go-to gift for birthdays, holidays, and more • Perfect for curious children ages 8 to 12 years old •
Equal parts educational and visual, this makes a great pick for schools, librarians, teachers,
grandparents, and parents. • You'll love this book if you love books like Nature Anatomy: The
Curious Parts and Pieces of the Natural by Julia Rothman, Animalium: Welcome to the Museum by
Jenny Broom, and Eye to Eye: How Animals See the World by Steve Jenkins.
  almost makes perfect gift guide: The Kindred Spirits Supper Club Amy E. Reichert,
2021-04-20 Jobless and forced home to Wisconsin, journalist Sabrina Monroe can tolerate reunions
with frenemies and kisses from old boyfriends, but not the literal ghosts that greet her in this
heartwarming tale of the power of love and connection from acclaimed author Amy E. Reichert. For
Sabrina Monroe, moving back home to the Wisconsin Dells--the self-described Waterpark Capital of
the World--means returning to the Monroe family curse: the women in her family can see spirits who
come to them for help with unfinished business. But Sabrina's always redirected the needy spirits to
her mom, who's much better suited for the job. The one exception has always been Molly, a bubbly
rom-com loving ghost, who stuck by Sabrina's side all through her lonely childhood. Her personal
life starts looking up when Ray, the new local restaurateur, invites Sabrina to his supper club, where
he flirts with her over his famous Brandy Old-Fashioneds. He's charming and handsome, but Sabrina
tells herself she doesn't have time for romance--she needs to focus on finding a job. Except the
longer she's in the Dells, the harder it is to resist her feelings for Ray. Who can turn down a cute guy
with a fondness for rescue dogs and an obsession with perfecting his fried cheese curds recipe?
When the Dells starts to feel like home for the first time and with Ray in her corner, Sabrina begins
to realize that she can make a difference and help others wherever she is.



  almost makes perfect gift guide: The Complete Idiot's Guide to Divining the Future
Laura Scott, Mary Kay Linge, Deborah S. Romaine, 2003 This fascinating guide takes readers on a
magical tour through the many ways they can read the future through the mind, body, and spirit-and
shows them how to take control of things to come. € Discover which methods of predicting the
future can answer life's most perplexing questions € Explore the signs and messages the body
reveals about the past, present, and future-and learn the physical methods that inspire divination €
Learn how divination methods such as aura and Tarot reading can connect a person with his/her
emotions
  almost makes perfect gift guide: Wanda Seasongood and the Almost Perfect Lie Susan Lurie,
2020-08-04 Wanda and her bluebird friend Voltaire return to the Scary Wood to rescue her older
sister, Wren, from a witch in this magical fantasy novel perfect for fans of The Princess Bride. Soon
after returning from her first adventure in the Scary Wood and breaking a witch's curse on her
family, Wanda learns that she has an older sister, Wren, who is being held captive by the very same
witch. Wanda and her trusty bluebird companion, Voltaire, return to the forest to find and rescue
her long-lost sibling. Along the way they face tricky trolls, a gruesome giant, a batty banshee, and
other friends and foes before they take on the biggest challenge of all: Raymunda, leader of the
witches. In order to defeat Raymunda, Wanda will have to rely on Voltaire's unreliable memory, and
the witch's son William, who seems incapable of telling the truth. Is Wren who they say she is? If so,
why doesn't she want to come home with Wanda? This original fairy tale will have readers eagerly
flipping pages to learn the truth.
  almost makes perfect gift guide: Design Mom Gabrielle Stanley Blair, 2015-04-07 New York
Times best seller Ever since Gabrielle Stanley Blair became a parent, she’s believed that a
thoughtfully designed home is one of the greatest gifts we can give our families, and that the objects
and decor we choose to surround ourselves with tell our family’s story. In this, her first book, Blair
offers a room-by-room guide to keeping things sane, organized, creative, and stylish. She provides
advice on getting the most out of even the smallest spaces; simple fixes that make it easy for little
ones to help out around the house; ingenious storage solutions for the never-ending stream of kid
stuff; rainy-day DIY projects; and much, much more.
  almost makes perfect gift guide: Doodling 101: A Silly Symposium Mo Willems, 2021-08-31
Doodlers earn their MMD (Master Mo Doodler) diploma in 15 days or less (or more!) with this
activity-packed doodle book. Draw impossible buildings, animate favorite characters, design sets,
make puppets, give gifts, and create abstract art with Mo Willems! This 144-page activity book
builds on the 15-episode web series LUNCH DOODLES with Mo Willems! originally produced by Mo
Willems with the Kennedy Center in March of 2020. Featuring new hosts Kit and Kaboodle, the
Doodle Poodles, kids get writing and drawing tips from Mo across 15 chapters of daily doodling fun.
Bonus features include perforated gatefold SUPER BOUNCE gameboards, pop-out finger puppets,
and how-to-draw instructions of popular Mo Willems characters.
  almost makes perfect gift guide: It's Decorative Gourd Season, Motherfuckers Colin
Nissan, 2021-09-28 A passionate and profane love letter to fall, the best fucking season of the year.
Do you get excited at the first brisk breeze of the year? Are you overcome with delight when you see
piles of red leaves? Do you lose your fucking mind at a pumpkin patch? At last, the epically funny
internet sensation It's Decorative Gourd Season, Motherfuckers is now a visual tour-de-force,
teeming with a cornucopia of perfectly paired photos and seasonal enchantments to make it really
fucking sing. Whiffy candles, wicker baskets, motherfucking gourd after gourd, and people going
insane they love fall so much? Check! Also included: the equally lifechanging meditation It's Rotting
Decorative Gourd Season, Motherfuckers, because all good things must end. Give it to everyone you
love, or put it on your fucking coffee table next to a pile of shellacked vegetables to really tie the
room together. Perfect for: For anyone who fucking loves fall, and fans of McSweeney's, Go the Fuck
to Sleep, Deep Thoughts, the Onion, and the New Yorker.
  almost makes perfect gift guide: Ask a Manager Alison Green, 2018-05-01 From the creator
of the popular website Ask a Manager and New York’s work-advice columnist comes a witty,



practical guide to 200 difficult professional conversations—featuring all-new advice! There’s a
reason Alison Green has been called “the Dear Abby of the work world.” Ten years as a
workplace-advice columnist have taught her that people avoid awkward conversations in the office
because they simply don’t know what to say. Thankfully, Green does—and in this incredibly helpful
book, she tackles the tough discussions you may need to have during your career. You’ll learn what
to say when • coworkers push their work on you—then take credit for it • you accidentally trash-talk
someone in an email then hit “reply all” • you’re being micromanaged—or not being managed at all
• you catch a colleague in a lie • your boss seems unhappy with your work • your cubemate’s loud
speakerphone is making you homicidal • you got drunk at the holiday party Praise for Ask a
Manager “A must-read for anyone who works . . . [Alison Green’s] advice boils down to the idea that
you should be professional (even when others are not) and that communicating in a straightforward
manner with candor and kindness will get you far, no matter where you work.”—Booklist (starred
review) “The author’s friendly, warm, no-nonsense writing is a pleasure to read, and her advice can
be widely applied to relationships in all areas of readers’ lives. Ideal for anyone new to the job
market or new to management, or anyone hoping to improve their work experience.”—Library
Journal (starred review) “I am a huge fan of Alison Green’s Ask a Manager column. This book is even
better. It teaches us how to deal with many of the most vexing big and little problems in our
workplaces—and to do so with grace, confidence, and a sense of humor.”—Robert Sutton, Stanford
professor and author of The No Asshole Rule and The Asshole Survival Guide “Ask a Manager is the
ultimate playbook for navigating the traditional workforce in a diplomatic but firm way.”—Erin
Lowry, author of Broke Millennial: Stop Scraping By and Get Your Financial Life Together
  almost makes perfect gift guide: Taking Aim Eva Shockey, A. J. Gregory, 2018-08-28 An
acclaimed bow hunter who defies the stereotype that hunting is a man’s game, Eva Shockey is at the
forefront of a new wave of women and girls who are passionate about outdoor sports. Eva Shockey
grew up expecting to be a dancer like her glamorous mother. But something about spending family
vacations RV-ing across North America and going on hunts with her dad sparked in her an enduring
passion for a different way of life. In Taking Aim, Eva tells a very personal story of choosing the
less-traveled path to a rewarding life in outdoor pursuits like hunting and fishing. For her, as her
millions of fans can attest, that has meant hunting as a way of harvesting food, caring deeply about
conservation, sustainability and healthy eating, and getting closer to God in nature. In this riveting
memoir for the adventurer in all of us, Eva takes readers along as she hunts caribou on the rugged
Aleutian Islands, tracks a 1,500-pound bull moose across the unforgiving Yukon, and meets many
other challenges of a life in the wild. Along the way we learn that hunting is about so much more
than pulling a trigger. My story is about discovering your dream, writes Eva. It's about following
your passion, mastering your skills, taking aim no matter who thinks you’re crazy…and then letting
the arrow fly. If you’ve done all you can, I can tell you that you’re almost certain to hit your mark.
Whether you’re a lifelong hunter or a city dweller who has never set foot in the wilderness, Eva’s
story delivers an empowering message about rejecting stereotypes and expectations, believing in
yourself, and finding the courage to pursue what you care about most.
  almost makes perfect gift guide: Almost Everything Joelle Jolivet, 2005-10-03 A skyscraper?
An igloo? A high-speed train? A horse and cart? Encyclopedic and stylish, Almost Everything is full of
things both familiar and unexpected, arranged in simple categories -- buildings, transportation,
costumes, plants, animals, and much more. The wealth of detail and oversize design is matched by
bold, dramatic block print art, in a book that will capture and hold young children's attention.
  almost makes perfect gift guide: Klutz: Rainbow Maker Editors of Klutz, 2020-09 Color your
world with rainbows! This clever snap-together rainbow maker catches sunlight and projects tiny
rainbows into your room like a disco ball. The included book is chockfull of information about how
rainbows form: the science of sunlight, prisms, and the very special weather conditions under which
rainbows might appear. Activities and experiments include different ways you can mimic rainbow
effects, including rainbow slime, a rainbow volcano, a rainbow bubble snake, and much, much more.
Comes with: 3 clear crystals. 3 silver rings, 2 suction cups, 3 holographic plastic pieces, motor with



wires, battery box with alligator clips, plastic gear box.
  almost makes perfect gift guide: The Montessori Baby Simone Davies, Junnifa Uzodike,
2021-05-11 It’s time to change the way we see babies. Drawing on principles developed by the
educator Dr Maria Montessori, The Montessori Baby shows how to raise your baby from birth to age
one with love, respect, insight, and a surprising sense of calm. Cowritten by Simone Davies, author
of the bestselling The Montessori Toddler, and Junnifa Uzodike, it’s a book filled with hundreds of
practical ideas for understanding what is actually happening with your baby, and how you can
mindfully assist in their learning and development. Including how to: Prepare yourself for
parenthood–physically, emotionally, intellectually, and spiritually. Become an active observer to
understand what your baby is really telling you. Create Montessori spaces in your home, including
“yes” spaces where nothing is off-limits. Set up activities that encourage baby’s movement and
language development at their own pace Raise a secure baby who’s ready to explore the world with
confidence.
  almost makes perfect gift guide: The Defined Dish Alex Snodgrass, 2019-12 Gluten-free,
dairy-free, and grain-free recipes that sound and look way too delicious to be healthy from The
Defined Dish blog, fully endorsed by Whole30.
  almost makes perfect gift guide: Rick & Bubba's Guide to the Almost Nearly Perfect Marriage
Rick Burgess, Bill "Bubba" Bussey, Martha Bolton, 2009-06-01 The popular radio hosts and
bestselling authors share the kind of insight into matrimony you’re not likely to get anywhere
else—and that’s a guarantee! Rick and Bubba are at it again, and this time it is all about marriage.
Addressing such topics as apologizing (The Ten Worst Ways to Say I’m Sorry), communication
(Grunting Is Not a Language), date nights (Worst Date Nights in History), finances (I Thought You
Paid the Gas Bill), and playing sports together (I Did Too Let You Win), the two “sexiest fat men
alive” will have couples everywhere tied in knots. With stories, top ten lists, and even a bonus
addendum of their oft mentioned, “The Book of Blame,” this humorous look at marriage is long
overdue. This book will revolutionize your way of looking at married life. And it might just remind
you all over again why you fell in love in the first place.
  almost makes perfect gift guide: Peaceful Parent, Happy Siblings Laura Markham,
2015-05-05 Popular parenting expert Dr. Laura Markham, author of PEACEFUL PARENTS, HAPPY
SIBLINGS, has garnered a large and loyal readership around the world, thanks to her simple,
insightful approach that values the emotional bond between parent and child. As any parent of more
than one child knows, though, it’s challenging for even the most engaged parent to maintain
harmony and a strong connection when competition, tempers, and irritation run high. In this highly
anticipated guide, Dr. Markham presents simple yet powerful ways to cut through the squabbling
and foster a loving, supportive bond between siblings, while giving each child the vital connection
that he or she needs. PEACEFUL PARENT, HAPPY SIBLINGS includes hands-on, research-based
advice on: • Creating deep connections with each one of your children, so that each truly believes
that you couldn’t possibly love anyone else more. • Fostering a loving family culture that encourages
laughter and minimizes fighting • Teaching your children healthy emotional self-management and
conflict resolution skills—so that they can work things out with each other, get their own needs met
and respect the needs of others • Helping your kids forge a close lifelong sibling bond—as well as
the relationship skills they will need for a life of healthy friendships, work relationships, and
eventually their own family bonds.
  almost makes perfect gift guide: The Things They Carried Tim O'Brien, 2009-10-13 A
classic work of American literature that has not stopped changing minds and lives since it burst onto
the literary scene, The Things They Carried is a ground-breaking meditation on war, memory,
imagination, and the redemptive power of storytelling. The Things They Carried depicts the men of
Alpha Company: Jimmy Cross, Henry Dobbins, Rat Kiley, Mitchell Sanders, Norman Bowker, Kiowa,
and the character Tim O’Brien, who has survived his tour in Vietnam to become a father and writer
at the age of forty-three. Taught everywhere—from high school classrooms to graduate seminars in
creative writing—it has become required reading for any American and continues to challenge



readers in their perceptions of fact and fiction, war and peace, courage and fear and longing. The
Things They Carried won France's prestigious Prix du Meilleur Livre Etranger and the Chicago
Tribune Heartland Prize; it was also a finalist for the Pulitzer Prize and the National Book Critics
Circle Award.
  almost makes perfect gift guide: That Cheese Plate Will Change Your Life Marissa
Mullen, 2020-05-12 WALL STREET JOURNAL BESTSELLER • A how-to guide for crafting beautiful
and delicious cheese boards for entertaining and self-care, from the creator of the Cheese by
Numbers method and the Instagram phenomenon That Cheese Plate “[Marissa Mullen] takes the
guesswork out of the coolest, most solid thing to bring to any party or potluck: the cheese
platter.”—Rachael Ray With her gorgeous, showstopping cheese and charcuterie boards, Marissa
Mullen takes cheese to a whole new level. Her simple, step-by-step Cheese by Numbers method
breaks the cheese plate down into its basic components—cheese, meat, produce, crunch, dip,
garnish—allowing you to create stunning spreads for any occasion. This beautifully designed book
goes beyond preparation techniques. According to Mullen, cheese plates can be an important form
of artistic self-care, like flower arranging or meditative coloring books—but you can eat the results!
That Cheese Plate Will Change Your Life celebrates the ways in which cheese brings people
together, and how crafting a cheese plate can be a calming, creativity-bolstering act. With fifty
exquisite, easy-to-make cheese and charcuterie plates, this book will teach you how to relax, enjoy,
and indulge— to find your cheesy bliss.
  almost makes perfect gift guide: The Gifted Teen Survival Guide Judy Galbraith, Jim
Delisle, 2011-08-19 Based on new surveys of nearly 1,500 gifted teens, this book is the ultimate
guide to thriving in a world that doesn’t always support or understand high ability. Full of surprising
facts, survey results, step-by-step strategies, inspiring teen quotes, and insightful expert essays, the
guide gives readers the tools they need to appreciate their giftedness as an asset and use it to make
the most of who they are. The fourth edition has been revised for a new generation of high-end
learners and includes information on twice-exceptionality, emotional and social intelligence,
creativity, teen brain development, managing life online, testing and standards, homeschooling,
International Baccalaureate programs, college alternatives, STEM careers, cyberbullying, and other
hot topics.
  almost makes perfect gift guide: Drinking French David Lebovitz, 2020-03-03 TALES OF
THE COCKTAIL SPIRITED AWARD® WINNER • IACP AWARD FINALIST • The New York Times
bestselling author of My Paris Kitchen serves up more than 160 recipes for trendy cocktails,
quintessential apéritifs, café favorites, complementary snacks, and more. Bestselling cookbook
author, memoirist, and popular blogger David Lebovitz delves into the drinking culture of France in
Drinking French. This beautifully photographed collection features 160 recipes for everything from
coffee, hot chocolate, and tea to Kir and regional apéritifs, classic and modern cocktails from the
hottest Paris bars, and creative infusions using fresh fruit and French liqueurs. And because the
French can't imagine drinking without having something to eat alongside, David includes crispy,
salty snacks to serve with your concoctions. Each recipe is accompanied by David's witty and
informative stories about the ins and outs of life in France, as well as photographs taken on location
in Paris and beyond. Whether you have a trip to France booked and want to know what and where to
drink, or just want to infuse your next get-together with a little French flair, this rich and revealing
guide will make you the toast of the town.
  almost makes perfect gift guide: The Nesting Place Myquillyn Smith, 2014-04-29 Create the
home--and life--you've always wanted with the help of popular blogger and author of Cozy Minimalist
Home Myquillyn Smith (The Nester) as she helps you free yourself to take risks and find beauty in
imperfection. Myquillyn Smith is all about embracing reality--especially when it comes to decorating
a home bursting with kids, pets, and all the unpredictable messes of life. In The Nesting Place,
Myquillyn shares the secrets of decorating for real people--and it has nothing to do with creating a
flawless look to wow your guests and everything to do with making peace with the natural
imperfection and joy of daily living. Drawing on her years of experience creating beauty in her 13



different homes and countless seasons of life, Myquillyn will show you how to think differently about
the true purpose of your home, and simply and creatively tailor it to reflect you and your unique
style--without breaking the bank. Full of simple steps, practical advice, and beautiful, full-color
photos, The Nesting Place gives you the tools you need to: Cultivate a home that works for you and
your family Transform your home into a place that's inviting and warm for family and friends
Discover your own personal style There is beauty in embracing the lived-in, loved-on, and
just-about-used-up aspects of our homes and our daily lives--let Myquillyn show you how. Praise for
The Nesting Place: This book made me look at every room in my house differently, with a new lens of
creativity and beauty and possibility. It inspired me to reclaim my home as sacred space, ripe with
opportunities to celebrate and create memories and moments. --Shauna Niequist, New York Times
bestselling author of Present Over Perfect and I Guess I Haven't Learned That Yet This highly
personal account about embracing imperfection and finding contentment in your home is like sitting
down with a good friend and talking about the stuff that really matters. The Nesting Place is full of
approachable ideas, encouragement, and a whole lot of heart. --Sherry Petersik, home blogger;
bestselling author of Young House Love
  almost makes perfect gift guide: The Dictator's Handbook Bruce Bueno de Mesquita, Alastair
Smith, 2011-09-27 Explains the theory of political survival, particularly in cases of dictators and
despotic governments, arguing that political leaders seek to stay in power using any means
necessary, most commonly by attending to the interests of certain coalitions.
  almost makes perfect gift guide: How to eat a peach Diana Henry, 2018-04-05 Food Book of
the Year at the 2019 André Simon Food and Drink Book Awards The Sunday Times Food Book of the
Year 'A masterpiece' - Bee Wilson, The Sunday Times As featured on BBC Radio 4 The Food
Programme 'Books of the Year 2018' 'This is an extraordinary piece of food writing, pitch perfect in
every way. I couldn't love anyone who didn't love this book.' - Nigella Lawson Shortlisted for the
Irish Book Awards - Eurospar Cookbook of the year 'Diana Henry's How to Eat a Peach is as elegant
and sparkling as a bellini' - The Guardian 'Books of the Year' 'I adore Diana Henry's recipes - and
this is a fantastic collection. They are simple, but also have a sense of occasion. The recipes come
from all over the world and each menu has an evocative story to accompany it. Beautiful.' - The
Times 'Best Books of the Year' '...her best yet...superb menus evoking place and occasion with
consummate elegance' - Financial Times 'The recipes are superb but, above all, Diana writes like a
dream' - Daily Mail 'Any book from Diana Henry is a joy and this canny collection of menus and
stories is no exception' - delicious (As featured in delicious. magazine Top 10 Food Books of 2018)
'You can always rely on Diana Henry. Her prose is elegant and evocative, her recipes pure and
delectably international. This is perhaps her best yet' - Tom Parker Bowles, The Mail on Sunday
'Essential Cookbooks Published This Year' 'No one quite captures a place, a moment, a taste and a
memory like she does. If you've been there before, you're transported back but if you haven't not to
worry, she takes you there with her' - The Independent 'Best Books of the Year' 'The stories
associated with the meals are what draw you in' - The Herald 'The Year's Best Food Books' 'A
life-enhancing book' - The London Evening Standard 'Best Cookbooks To Buy This Christmas'
'...enchanting, evocative menus.' - iPaper 'One of my favourite food writers with a book of 25 themed
menus that I can't wait to cook. This is top of my wish list!' - Good Housekeeping 'Favourite Reads to
Gift' When Diana Henry was sixteen she started a menu notebook (an exercise book carefully
covered in wrapping paper) in which she wrote up the meals she wanted to cook. She kept this book
for years. Putting a menu together is still her favourite part of cooking. Menus aren't just groups of
dishes that have to work on a practical level (meals that cooks can manage), they also have to work
as a succession of flavours. But what is perhaps most special about them is the way they can create
very different moods - menus can take you places, from an afternoon at the seaside in Brittany to a
sultry evening eating mezze in Istanbul. They are a way of visiting places you've never seen,
revisiting places you love and celebrating particular seasons. How to Eat a Peach contains many of
Diana's favourite dishes in menus that will take you through the year and to different parts of the
world.



  almost makes perfect gift guide: Elf on the Shelf Official Annual 2020 Little Brother Books,
2019-09-06 Have you been naughty or nice? Get set for Christmas with our brand new magical
Annual! Enjoy Elf-themed activities, stories and makes in this charming new Annual and help make it
the best Christmas holiday ever! Includes recipes, craft ideas, quizes, puzzles, jokes, fun facts, etc.
  almost makes perfect gift guide: Veggies with Wedgies Todd H. Doodler, 2014-05-06 The
vegetables in Farmer John's garden are intrigued when he hangs his underwear out to dry but when
Corn, Potato, Beet, and the others pull things off the line and try them on, they are not at all
comfortable.
  almost makes perfect gift guide: The Optimist David Coggins, 2022-05-10 The perfect fly
fishing book for today's novice, enthusiastic amateur, as well as the devoted angler is part narration
of the author's own angling obsessions and adventures, part practical how-to, and part meditation on
a connection to the natural world.
  almost makes perfect gift guide: The Complete Whiskey Course Robin Robinson, 2019-10-01
A must-read for aspiring connoisseurs, and a thorough refresher for seasoned whisky
lovers.”—Whiskey Advocate Winner of the Gourmand Award in the Drink Education category (US).
The definitive book on understanding and appreciating the exploding world of whiskey. Renowned
whiskey educator Robin Robinson demystifies the “water of life” in a definitive, heavily illustrated
tome designed to take readers on a global tour of the ever-expanding world of whiskey. Across ten
robust “classes,” Robinson explains whiskey history, how it defined the way whiskey is made in
different countries and regions, the myriad styles, how aging and finishing works, and the basics of
“nosing” and tasting whiskey. In chapters dedicated to American whiskey (including bourbon,
Tennessee whiskey, and rye), American Craft whiskey, Scotch, Irish, Canadian, Japanese, and world
whiskies, Robinson presents the best offerings from new and historic producers, how to choose
among them, and how to build a collection of your own. Each “class” is a journey into a country’s
whiskies and makers, including recommended bottles and styles, as well as insider information on
how distilleries make their unique offerings. Each chapter includes themed tastings organized by
bargain, value, special occasion, and splurge price categories. This thoroughly up-to-date and
wide-ranging guide also offers helpful recommendations on how to lead your own tasting, a glossary
of terms, food pairings, and tips on everything from glassware to whiskey festivals and how to read a
label.
  almost makes perfect gift guide: Wreck This Box Keri Smith, 2012-09 This beautiful box set
contains the finest combination of three books, Wreck This Book, This Is Not A Book and Mess, from
the best selling author Keri Smith. Wreck This Box. Staple the box in an interesting pattern. Make a
collage on one of the panels. Paint over, glue on photographs, scraps of paper, pieces of string . . .
Write a secret message to yourself inside the box. This Is Not A Box. This is not a box, it's a plant
pot. Poke holes in the bottom, fill with dirt, and plant some seeds! This is not a box, it's a diorama.
Create a miniature scene inside. This is not a box, it's a disguise. Cut out the classes on the top
panel. Make A Mess With The Box. Cover this box with gum. Leave this box out in the rain. Use this
box to build a sand castle.
  almost makes perfect gift guide: Becoming Brilliant Roberta Michnick Golinkoff, Kathy
Hirsh-Pasek, 2016-05-16 In just a few years, today’s children and teens will forge careers that look
nothing like those that were available to their parents or grandparents. While the U.S. economy
becomes ever more information-driven, our system of education seems stuck on the idea that
“content is king,” neglecting other skills that 21st century citizens sorely need. Becoming Brilliant
offers solutions that parents can implement right now. Backed by the latest scientific evidence and
illustrated with examples of what’s being done right in schools today, this book introduces the
6Cs—collaboration, communication, content, critical thinking, creative innovation, and
confidence—along with ways parents can nurture their children’s development in each area.
  almost makes perfect gift guide: The Montessori Toddler Simone Davies, 2019-03-19
Announcing that rare parenting book that will not only help you become a more effective parent but
actually change how you see your children. Written by Montessori educator Simone Davies, this



book shows you how to bring the educational values of a Montessori classroom into your
home—while turning the whole idea of the “terrible twos” on its head. Here is how to set up
Montessori-friendly spaces in your home. Principles for fostering curiosity in your child—and in
yourself. Specific Montessori skills—the winter coat flip; getting your toddler to pour his or her own
water and clean up whatever spills might occur. And it goes much deeper, showing how a parent can
really be present, be the child’s guide, and handle tantrums and problematic behavior without
resorting to bribes, threats, or punishment and truly celebrate every stage. It’s also that rare
parenting book that’s beautiful to look at, with a bright, airy design and simple color illustrations
and photographs.
  almost makes perfect gift guide: BraveTart: Iconic American Desserts Stella Parks,
2017-08-15 Winner of the 2018 James Beard Foundation Book Award (Baking and Desserts) A New
York Times bestseller and named a Best Baking Book of the Year by the Atlantic, the Wall Street
Journal, the Chicago Tribune, Bon Appétit, the New York Times, the Washington Post, Mother Jones,
the Boston Globe, USA Today, Amazon, and more. The most groundbreaking book on baking in
years. Full stop. —Saveur From One-Bowl Devil’s Food Layer Cake to a flawless Cherry Pie that’s
crisp even on the very bottom, BraveTart is a celebration of classic American desserts. Whether
down-home delights like Blueberry Muffins and Glossy Fudge Brownies or supermarket mainstays
such as Vanilla Wafers and Chocolate Chip Cookie Dough Ice Cream, your favorites are all here.
These meticulously tested recipes bring an award-winning pastry chef’s expertise into your kitchen,
along with advice on how to “mix it up” with over 200 customizable variations—in short, exactly
what you’d expect from a cookbook penned by a senior editor at Serious Eats. Yet BraveTart is much
more than a cookbook, as Stella Parks delves into the surprising stories of how our favorite desserts
came to be, from chocolate chip cookies that predate the Tollhouse Inn to the prohibition-era origins
of ice cream sodas and floats. With a foreword by The Food Lab’s J. Kenji López-Alt, vintage
advertisements for these historical desserts, and breathtaking photography from Penny De Los
Santos, BraveTart is sure to become an American classic.
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