all that she carried discussion questions

All That She Carried: Discussion Questions for a Deeper
Understanding

Author: This in-depth report on "all that she carried discussion questions" is authored by [Your
Name/Research Team Name], a scholar with extensive experience in American literary studies,
specifically focusing on narratives of trauma, memory, and the Vietnam War. [Optional: Add specific
credentials or publications relevant to the topic. E.g., "published author of ‘X' and contributor to 'Y"
journal focusing on post-traumatic narratives."]

Publisher: This report is published by [Publisher Name], a reputable academic publishing house known
for its rigorous editorial process and commitment to scholarly accuracy. [Optional: Mention specific
publications related to literary criticism or historical analysis. E.g., "Publishers of the acclaimed 'Z'
series on American history and literature."] Their commitment to fact-checking and peer review
ensures the high quality of this analysis of "all that she carried discussion questions."

Editor: The report was edited by [Editor Name], a seasoned editor with over [Number] years of
experience in academic publishing and a specific focus on literary criticism and historical analysis.
[Optional: mention relevant qualifications. E.g., "holding a PhD in American Literature from
[University] and significant experience editing works focusing on the Vietnam War era."] Their
expertise ensures the clarity, coherence, and accuracy of the presented "all that she carried
discussion questions" and their analysis.

l. Introduction: Unpacking the Significance of "All That She
Carried" Discussion Questions

“All That She Carried,” a groundbreaking work by [Author's Name], transcends a simple recounting of
the Vietnam War’s impact. It delves into the profound and lasting effects on individuals, families, and
the nation's collective memory. To fully grasp its complexities, engaging with targeted "all that she
carried discussion questions" is crucial. These questions facilitate a deeper understanding of the
text’s multiple layers, encouraging critical analysis of its themes, characters, and narrative structure.
This report offers a comprehensive exploration of such questions, backed by data and research
findings from various fields, including literary criticism, history, and trauma studies.

Il. Key Themes and "All That She Carried" Discussion
Questions

The novel's richness allows for numerous avenues of inquiry. Analyzing "all that she carried discussion
guestions" reveals several key thematic areas ripe for exploration:

A. Intergenerational Trauma:



Discussion Question 1: How does the novel depict the transmission of trauma across generations,
specifically from Lien to her daughter, the narrator? How do material objects act as vessels for this
inherited trauma? Research indicates that intergenerational trauma is a significant consequence of
war, impacting mental health and family dynamics across generations (van der Kolk, 1996). Analyzing
how this manifests in "All That She Carried" deepens our understanding of its psychological impact.
Discussion Question 2: What are the different ways in which the characters cope with and express
their trauma? Are there differences in how men and women process their experiences? Studies on
gender and trauma show distinct coping mechanisms (Walker, 1984), and examining these
differences within the novel's context adds another layer of complexity to "all that she carried
discussion questions."

B. Memory and Material Culture:

Discussion Question 3: How does the author use material objects - the photograph, the letters, the
specific items carried - to symbolize memory and loss? Roland Barthes's work on semiotics (Barthes,
1977) offers a framework for understanding how objects can act as signifiers of complex emotions
and experiences. Examining this through "all that she carried discussion questions" enriches the
literary analysis.

Discussion Question 4: How does the act of carrying - both literally and figuratively - shape the
characters' identities and relationships? The physical and emotional weight of the past is a central
theme, and understanding this through specific "all that she carried discussion questions" illuminates
the novel's central message.

C. Silence and Storytelling:

Discussion Question 5: What role does silence play in the novel? How do silences, both intentional and
unintentional, shape the narrative and impact the characters' relationships? This connects with
research on the impact of trauma on communication and the difficulties of sharing painful
experiences (Herman, 1992). Using "all that she carried discussion questions" focused on silence
allows for a nuanced understanding of this significant aspect.

Discussion Question 6: How does the novel’s narrative structure - shifting between perspectives and
timelines - contribute to our understanding of memory and storytelling? This relates to postmodern
literary theory and its focus on fragmented narratives (Lyotard, 1984).

D. The Impact of War on Families and Communities:

Discussion Question 7: How does the novel depict the lasting effects of the Vietham War on
Vietnamese and American families? This aligns with historical accounts of the war's far-reaching
consequences (e.g., The Vietnam War, a documentary series by Ken Burns). Exploring this theme
through "all that she carried discussion questions" allows for a deeper examination of the societal
impacts of conflict.

Discussion Question 8: How are themes of displacement, immigration, and cultural identity explored
in the novel? Examining this through "all that she carried discussion questions" allows for a discussion
of the complex cultural and social dynamics impacting the characters and their lives.

E. Mother-Daughter Relationships:

Discussion Question 9: Explore the complex and evolving mother-daughter relationship in the novel.



What are the challenges faced by the characters, and how do they navigate their shared history and
trauma? Applying relevant psychological theories on mother-daughter relationships within "all that
she carried discussion questions" can offer a valuable lens for interpretation.

lll. Research Findings and Data Supporting Analysis

The interpretations presented here draw upon extensive research in several fields:

Trauma Studies: The work of Bessel van der Kolk (The Body Keeps the Score), Judith Herman (Trauma
and Recovery), and others has profoundly influenced our understanding of intergenerational trauma,
its manifestation, and its impact on individuals and families. This informs the analysis of many "all
that she carried discussion questions," particularly those concerning the transmission of trauma and
coping mechanisms.

Memory Studies: Theories of memory, particularly the concepts of collective memory and trauma
memory (Halbwachs, 1992), are central to understanding the novel's exploration of the past and its
enduring effects. Analyzing the material objects in the novel through the lens of memory studies
significantly adds to a discussion based on "all that she carried discussion questions."

Literary Criticism: Postmodern literary theory, particularly the emphasis on fragmented narratives and
the unreliable narrator, informs the interpretation of the novel's structure and its impact on meaning-
making. This framework helps in the contextualization and analysis of many "all that she carried
discussion questions."

Historical Analysis: A solid understanding of the Vietnam War and its lasting impacts on both
Vietnamese and American societies is crucial for a complete understanding of the novel. This provides
a crucial context for many "all that she carried discussion questions."

IV. Conclusion

Engaging with well-crafted "all that she carried discussion questions" unlocks the profound depths of
this powerful narrative. By examining the novel through the lenses of trauma studies, memory
studies, and literary criticism, we can gain a richer and more nuanced understanding of its themes,
characters, and narrative strategies. The detailed analysis of specific discussion questions, informed
by relevant research findings, serves to enhance appreciation and encourage deeper engagement
with the multifaceted realities presented in "All That She Carried." The novel's exploration of
intergenerational trauma, memory, and the enduring legacy of war continues to resonate, making "all
that she carried discussion questions" a valuable tool for critical engagement and deeper
understanding.

FAQs

1. What is the central theme of "All That She Carried"? The central theme revolves around the
intergenerational impact of trauma, specifically the enduring legacy of the Vietham War on
Vietnamese and American families, focusing on how trauma is transmitted across generations
through material objects and unspoken narratives.

1. What makes "All That She Carried" unique? Its unique approach lies in the intimate portrayal of



trauma's ripple effect through material culture, utilizing objects as symbolic representations of
memory, loss, and resilience. The novel's shifting narrative perspectives add another layer of
unigueness.

. How does the novel represent the Vietham War? The Vietnam War serves as a backdrop against
which the story unfolds, highlighting its lasting impact on individuals and families, emphasizing
the human cost beyond the battlefield.

. What role do material objects play in the story? Material objects function as tangible reminders
of past traumas and experiences, acting as symbolic vessels for inherited pain and shared
history.

. How does the novel deal with silence and unspoken trauma? Silence acts as a powerful symbol
of the inability to process and communicate profound pain, further impacting familial
relationships and the transmission of trauma.

. What are the key relationships explored in the novel? The central relationship is the mother-
daughter dynamic, highlighting the complexities of intergenerational trauma and the challenges
of communication across generations.

. Who is the intended audience for "All That She Carried"? The novel resonates with a wide
audience, particularly those interested in literary fiction, historical fiction, family drama, and the
impact of war and trauma.

. What makes the "all that she carried discussion questions" effective? Well-crafted "all that she
carried discussion questions" encourage critical thinking, enabling readers to actively engage
with the text's complexities and prompting deeper reflection on the presented themes.

. Where can | find more information on the author and the historical context of the novel?
Researching the author's background and the historical context of the Vietham War will provide
valuable insights into the novel's themes and motivations. Numerous academic sources and
historical documents are available online and in libraries.



Related Articles

1. "The Legacy of Silence: Intergenerational Trauma in 'All That She Carried": This article analyzes
the novel's portrayal of intergenerational trauma, focusing on the transmission of trauma
through the narrative's specific details and familial relationships.

1. "Material Culture and Memory in 'All That She Carried": This article explores the symbolic
significance of material objects in the novel, interpreting their role as tangible reminders of past
trauma and the mechanisms of memory.

1. "Narrative Structure and the Unreliable Narrator in 'All That She Carried': This article
investigates the novel's shifting narrative perspectives and its impact on the reader's
interpretation of events and characters.

1. "Gender and Trauma in 'All That She Carried'": This article focuses on the differences in how
men and women experience and process trauma, as depicted in the novel.

1. "The Vietnam War's Shadow: Historical Context of 'All That She Carried": This article provides a
historical context for the novel, examining the lasting impact of the Vietnam War on individuals,
families, and communities.

1. "Literary Devices and Themes in 'All That She Carried"': This article explores various literary
techniques employed by the author and their relationship to the novel's central themes.

1. "A Critical Analysis of Character Development in 'All That She Carried': This article provides an
in-depth study of the characters in the novel, analyzing their motivations, conflicts, and
transformations.

1. "Comparing 'All That She Carried' with other Novels on the Vietnam War": This article compares
and contrasts "All That She Carried" with other notable novels dealing with similar themes and
historical contexts.



1. "Teaching 'All That She Carried': A Guide for Educators": This article offers practical suggestions
and discussion prompts for educators to facilitate meaningful engagement with the novel in the
classroom.

all that she carried discussion questions: All That She Carried Tiya Miles, 2021-06-08
NATIONAL BOOK AWARD WINNER ¢ NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER ¢ A renowned historian
traces the life of a single object handed down through three generations of Black women to craft a
“deeply layered and insightful” (The Washington Post) testament to people who are left out of the
archives. WINNER: Frederick Douglass Book Prize, Harriet Tubman Prize, PEN/John Kenneth
Galbraith Award, Anisfield-Wolf Book Award, Ralph Waldo Emerson Prize, Lawrence W. Levine
Award, Darlene Clark Hine Award, Cundill History Prize, Joan Kelly Memorial Prize, Massachusetts
Book Award ONE OF THE TEN BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR: The Washington Post, Slate, Vulture,
Publishers Weekly “A history told with brilliance and tenderness and fearlessness.”—]ill Lepore,
author of These Truths: A History of the United States In 1850s South Carolina, an enslaved woman
named Rose faced a crisis: the imminent sale of her daughter Ashley. Thinking quickly, she packed a
cotton bag for her with a few items, and, soon after, the nine-year-old girl was separated from her
mother and sold. Decades later, Ashley’s granddaughter Ruth embroidered this family history on the
sack in spare, haunting language. Historian Tiya Miles carefully traces these women'’s faint presence
in archival records, and, where archives fall short, she turns to objects, art, and the environment to
write a singular history of the experience of slavery, and the uncertain freedom afterward, in the
United States. All That She Carried is a poignant story of resilience and love passed down against
steep odds. It honors the creativity and resourcefulness of people who preserved family ties when
official systems refused to do so, and it serves as a visionary illustration of how to reconstruct and
recount their stories today FINALIST: MAAH Stone Book Award, Kirkus Prize, Mark Lynton History
Prize, Chatauqua Prize ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR: The New York Times, NPR, Time,
The Boston Globe, The Atlantic, The Atlanta Journal-Constitution, Smithsonian Magazine, St. Louis
Post-Dispatch, Ms. magazine, Book Riot, Library Journal, Kirkus Reviews, Booklist

all that she carried discussion questions: The Things They Carried Tim O'Brien,
2009-10-13 A classic work of American literature that has not stopped changing minds and lives
since it burst onto the literary scene, The Things They Carried is a ground-breaking meditation on
war, memory, imagination, and the redemptive power of storytelling. The Things They Carried
depicts the men of Alpha Company: Jimmy Cross, Henry Dobbins, Rat Kiley, Mitchell Sanders,
Norman Bowker, Kiowa, and the character Tim O’Brien, who has survived his tour in Vietnam to
become a father and writer at the age of forty-three. Taught everywhere—from high school
classrooms to graduate seminars in creative writing—it has become required reading for any
American and continues to challenge readers in their perceptions of fact and fiction, war and peace,
courage and fear and longing. The Things They Carried won France's prestigious Prix du Meilleur
Livre Etranger and the Chicago Tribune Heartland Prize; it was also a finalist for the Pulitzer Prize
and the National Book Critics Circle Award.

all that she carried discussion questions: The Mother of All Questions Rebecca Solnit,
2017-02-12 A collection of feminist essays steeped in “Solnit’s unapologetically observant and
truth-speaking voice on toxic, violent masculinity” (The Los Angeles Review). In a timely and incisive
follow-up to her national bestseller Men Explain Things to Me, Rebecca Solnit offers sharp
commentary on women who refuse to be silenced, misogynistic violence, the fragile masculinity of
the literary canon, the gender binary, the recent history of rape jokes, and much more. In



characteristic style, “Solnit draw[s] anecdotes of female indignity or male aggression from history,
social media, literature, popular culture, and the news . . . The main essay in the book is about the
various ways that women are silenced, and Solnit focuses upon the power of storytelling—the way
that who gets to speak, and about what, shapes how a society understands itself and what it expects
from its members. The Mother of All Questions poses the thesis that telling women'’s stories to the
world will change the way that the world treats women, and it sets out to tell as many of those
stories as possible” (The New Yorker). “There’s a new feminist revolution—open to people of all
genders—brewing right now and Rebecca Solnit is one of its most powerful, not to mention
beguiling, voices.”—Barbara Ehrenreich, New York Times-bestselling author of Natural Causes
“Short, incisive essays that pack a powerful punch.” —Publishers Weekly “A keen and timely
commentary on gender and feminism. Solnit’s voice is calm, clear, and unapologetic; each essay
balances a warm wit with confident, thoughtful analysis, resulting in a collection that is as enjoyable
and accessible as it is incisive.” —Booklist

all that she carried discussion questions: Verity Colleen Hoover, 2021-10-05 Whose truth is
the lie? Stay up all night reading the sensational psychological thriller that has readers obsessed,
from the #1 New York Times bestselling author of Too Late and It Ends With Us. #1 New York
Times Bestseller - USA Today Bestseller - Globe and Mail Bestseller - Publishers Weekly Bestseller
Lowen Ashleigh is a struggling writer on the brink of financial ruin when she accepts the job offer of
a lifetime. Jeremy Crawford, husband of bestselling author Verity Crawford, has hired Lowen to
complete the remaining books in a successful series his injured wife is unable to finish. Lowen
arrives at the Crawford home, ready to sort through years of Verity’s notes and outlines, hoping to
find enough material to get her started. What Lowen doesn’t expect to uncover in the chaotic office
is an unfinished autobiography Verity never intended for anyone to read. Page after page of
bone-chilling admissions, including Verity's recollection of the night her family was forever altered.
Lowen decides to keep the manuscript hidden from Jeremy, knowing its contents could devastate the
already grieving father. But as Lowen’s feelings for Jeremy begin to intensify, she recognizes all the
ways she could benefit if he were to read his wife’s words. After all, no matter how devoted Jeremy
is to his injured wife, a truth this horrifying would make it impossible for him to continue loving her.

all that she carried discussion questions: The Year We Left Home Jean Thompson,
2012-02-07 A New York Times bestseller and a National Book Award finalist, The Year We Left
Home chronicles the lives of the Erickson family as the children come of age in 1970's and '80's
America.

all that she carried discussion questions: Look Both Ways Jason Reynolds, 2020-10-27 A
collection of ten short stories that all take place in the same day about kids walking home from
school--

all that she carried discussion questions: The Girl in His Shadow Audrey Blake,
2021-05-04 THE USA TODAY BESTSELLER! An exquisitely detailed journey through the harrowing
field of medicine in mid-19th century London.—Tracey Enerson Wood, USA Today bestselling author
of The Engineer's Wife and The War Nurse An unforgettable historical fiction novel about one
woman who believed in scientific medicine before the world believed in her. London, 1845: Raised
by the eccentric surgeon Dr. Horace Croft after losing her parents to a deadly pandemic, the orphan
Nora Beady knows little about conventional life. While other young ladies were raised to busy
themselves with needlework and watercolors, Nora was trained to perfect her suturing and
anatomical illustrations of dissections. Women face dire consequences if caught practicing medicine,
but in Croft's private clinic Nora is his most trusted—and secret—assistant. That is until the new
surgical resident Dr. Daniel Gibson arrives. Dr. Gibson has no idea that Horace's bright and quiet
young ward is a surgeon more qualified and ingenuitive than even himself. In order to protect Dr.
Croft and his practice from scandal and collapse Nora must learn to play a new and uncomfortable
role—that of a proper young lady. But pretense has its limits. Nora cannot turn away and ignore the
suffering of patients, even if it means giving Gibson the power to ruin everything she's worked for.
And when she makes a discovery that could change the field forever, Nora faces an impossible




choice. Remain invisible and let the men around her take credit for her work, or step into the
light—even if it means being destroyed by her own legacy. Fans of The Other Einstein and The Paris
Library will relish this riveting and empowering story about one woman's fight to follow her dreams
and build a life—and legacy—beyond what is expected of her. Praise for The Girl in His Shadow: A
suspenseful story of a courageous young woman determined to become a surgeon in repressive
Victorian England. Fluidly written, impeccably researched, The Girl in His Shadow is a memorable
literary gift to be read, reread, and treasured.—Gloria Goldreich, author of The Paris Children Other
Bestselling Historical Fiction from Sourcebooks Landmark: The Mystery of Mrs. Christie by Marie
Benedict The Book Woman of Troublesome Creek by Kim Michele Richardson Sold on a Monday by
Kristina McMorris

all that she carried discussion questions: All That We Carried Erin Bartels, 2021-01-05
Bartels proves herself a master wordsmith and storyteller.--Library Journal, starred review This
subdued tale of learning to forgive is Bartels's best yet.--Publishers Weekly A deeply personal,
thoughtful exploration of dealing with pain and grief.--Life Is Story Taut and engaging.--Foreword A
deftly crafted, entertaining, thought-provoking novel.--Midwest Book Reviews *** Ten years ago,
sisters Olivia and Melanie Greene were on a backcountry hiking trip when their parents were in a
fatal car accident. Over the years, they grew apart, each coping with the loss in her own way. Olivia
plunged herself into law school, work, and a materialist view of the world--what you see is what you
get, and that's all you get. Melanie dropped out of college and developed an online life-coaching
business around her cafeteria-style spirituality--a little of this, a little of that, whatever makes you
happy. Now, at Melanie's insistence (and against Olivia's better judgment), they are embarking on a
hike in the Porcupine Mountains of Michigan's Upper Peninsula. In this remote wilderness they'll
face their deepest fears, question their most dearly held beliefs, and begin to see that perhaps the
best way to move forward is the one way they had never considered. Michigan Notable Book Award
winner Erin Bartels draws from personal experience hiking backcountry trails with her sister to
bring you a story about the complexities of grief, faith, and sisterhood.

all that she carried discussion questions: Klara and the Sun Kazuo Ishiguro, 2021-03-02
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER ¢ Once in a great while, a book comes along that changes our view
of the world. This magnificent novel from the Nobel laureate and author of Never Let Me Go is “an
intriguing take on how artificial intelligence might play a role in our futures ... a poignant meditation
on love and loneliness” (The Associated Press). «+ A GOOD MORNING AMERICA Book Club Pick!
Here is the story of Klara, an Artificial Friend with outstanding observational qualities, who, from
her place in the store, watches carefully the behavior of those who come in to browse, and of those
who pass on the street outside. She remains hopeful that a customer will soon choose her. Klara and
the Sun is a thrilling book that offers a look at our changing world through the eyes of an
unforgettable narrator, and one that explores the fundamental question: what does it mean to love?

all that she carried discussion questions: A Collar in My Pocket Jane Elliott, 2016-08-03
Jane Elliott is an educator who began her career in a third-grade classroom in Riceville, lowa, and
over the past fifty years has become an educator of people of all ages all over the U.S. and
abroad.The Blue-eyed, Brown-eyed Exercise which she devised to help her students to understand
Martin Luther King, Jr.'s work, has been cited and studied by psychologists and sociologists all over
the world. Elliott lives in a remodeled schoolhouse twenty-one miles from where she was born. She
remains stedfast in her belief that there is only one race, THE HUMAN RACE, of which we are all
members.

all that she carried discussion questions: Long Way Down Jason Reynolds, 2017-10-24 “An
intense snapshot of the chain reaction caused by pulling a trigger.” —Booklist (starred review)
“Astonishing.” —Kirkus Reviews (starred review) “A tour de force.” —Publishers Weekly (starred
review) A Newbery Honor Book A Coretta Scott King Honor Book A Printz Honor Book A Time Best
YA Book of All Time (2021) A Los Angeles Times Book Prize Winner for Young Adult Literature
Longlisted for the National Book Award for Young People’s Literature Winner of the Walter Dean
Myers Award An Edgar Award Winner for Best Young Adult Fiction Parents’ Choice Gold Award



Winner An Entertainment Weekly Best YA Book of 2017 A Vulture Best YA Book of 2017 A Buzzfeed
Best YA Book of 2017 An ode to Put the Damn Guns Down, this is New York Times bestselling author
Jason Reynolds’s electrifying novel that takes place in sixty potent seconds—the time it takes a kid to
decide whether or not he’s going to murder the guy who killed his brother. A cannon. A strap. A
piece. A biscuit. A burner. A heater. A chopper. A gat. A hammer A tool for RULE Or, you can call it a
gun. That’s what fifteen-year-old Will has shoved in the back waistband of his jeans. See, his brother
Shawn was just murdered. And Will knows the rules. No crying. No snitching. Revenge. That’s where
Will’'s now heading, with that gun shoved in the back waistband of his jeans, the gun that was his
brother’s gun. He gets on the elevator, seventh floor, stoked. He knows who he’s after. Or does he?
As the elevator stops on the sixth floor, on comes Buck. Buck, Will finds out, is who gave Shawn the
gun before Will took the gun. Buck tells Will to check that the gun is even loaded. And that’s when
Will sees that one bullet is missing. And the only one who could have fired Shawn’s gun was Shawn.
Huh. Will didn’t know that Shawn had ever actually USED his gun. Bigger huh. BUCK IS DEAD. But
Buck’s in the elevator? Just as Will’s trying to think this through, the door to the next floor opens. A
teenage girl gets on, waves away the smoke from Dead Buck’s cigarette. Will doesn’t know her, but
she knew him. Knew. When they were eight. And stray bullets had cut through the playground, and
Will had tried to cover her, but she was hit anyway, and so what she wants to know, on that fifth
floor elevator stop, is, what if Will, Will with the gun shoved in the back waistband of his jeans,
MISSES. And so it goes, the whole long way down, as the elevator stops on each floor, and at each
stop someone connected to his brother gets on to give Will a piece to a bigger story than the one he
thinks he knows. A story that might never know an END...if Will gets off that elevator. Told in short,
fierce staccato narrative verse, Long Way Down is a fast and furious, dazzlingly brilliant look at
teenage gun violence, as could only be told by Jason Reynolds.

all that she carried discussion questions: The Buried Giant Kazuo Ishiguro, 2015-03-03
NATIONAL BESTSELLER ¢ From the winner of the Nobel Prize in Literature and author of Never
Let Me Go and the Booker Prize-winning novel The Remains of the Day comes a luminous meditation
on the act of forgetting and the power of memory. In post-Arthurian Britain, the wars that once
raged between the Saxons and the Britons have finally ceased. Axl and Beatrice, an elderly British
couple, set off to visit their son, whom they haven't seen in years. And, because a strange mist has
caused mass amnesia throughout the land, they can scarcely remember anything about him. As they
are joined on their journey by a Saxon warrior, his orphan charge, and an illustrious knight, Axl and
Beatrice slowly begin to remember the dark and troubled past they all share. By turns savage,
suspenseful, and intensely moving, The Buried Giant is a luminous meditation on the act of
forgetting and the power of memory.

all that she carried discussion questions: A Little Life Hanya Yanagihara, 2016-01-26 NEW
YORK TIMES BESTSELLER ¢ A stunning “portrait of the enduring grace of friendship” (NPR) about
the families we are born into, and those that we make for ourselves. A masterful depiction of love in
the twenty-first century. NATIONAL BOOK AWARD FINALIST « MAN BOOKER PRIZE FINALIST e
WINNER OF THE KIRKUS PRIZE A Little Life follows four college classmates—broke, adrift, and
buoyed only by their friendship and ambition—as they move to New York in search of fame and
fortune. While their relationships, which are tinged by addiction, success, and pride, deepen over
the decades, the men are held together by their devotion to the brilliant, enigmatic Jude, a man
scarred by an unspeakable childhood trauma. A hymn to brotherly bonds and a masterful depiction
of love in the twenty-first century, Hanya Yanagihara’s stunning novel is about the families we are
born into, and those that we make for ourselves. Look for Hanya Yanagihara’s latest bestselling
novel, To Paradise.

all that she carried discussion questions: Beyond Magenta Susan Kuklin, 2014 Shares
insights into the teen transgender experience, tracing six individual's emotional and physical journey
as it was shaped by family dynamics, living situations, and the transition each teen made during the
personal journey.

all that she carried discussion questions: Carried Away Alice Munro, 2006-09-26 WINNER



OF THE NOBEL PRIZE® IN LITERATURE 2013 Carried Away is a dazzling selection of
stories-seventeen favorites chosen by the author from across her distinguished career. With an
Introduction by Margaret Atwood. Alice Munro has been repeatedly hailed as one of our greatest
living writers, a reputation that has been growing for years. The stories brought together here span
a quarter century, drawn from some of her earliest books, The Beggar Maid and The Moons of
Jupiter, through her recent best-selling collection, Runaway. Here are such favorites as “Royal
Beatings” in which a young girl, her father, and stepmother release the tension of their
circumstances in a ritual of punishment and reconciliation; “Friend of My Youth” in which a woman
comes to understand that her difficult mother is not so very different from herself; and “The
Albanian Virgin, a romantic tale of capture and escape in Central Europe that may or may not be
true but that nevertheless comforts the hearer, who is on a desperate adventure of her own. Munro’s
incomparable empathy for her characters, the depth of her understanding of human nature, and the
grace and surprise of her narrative add up to a richly layered and capacious fiction. Like the World
War I soldier in the title story, whose letters from the front to a small-town librarian he doesn’t know
change her life forever, Munro’s unassuming characters insinuate themselves in our hearts and take
permanent hold.

all that she carried discussion questions: The Book of Lost Friends Lisa Wingate, 2020-04-07
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER ¢ From the bestselling author of Before We Were Yours comes a
dramatic historical novel of three young women searching for family amid the destruction of the
post-Civil War South, and of a modern-day teacher who learns of their story and its vital connection
to her students’ lives. “An absorbing historical . . . enthralling.”—Library Journal Bestselling author
Lisa Wingate brings to life startling stories from actual “Lost Friends” advertisements that appeared
in Southern newspapers after the Civil War, as newly freed slaves desperately searched for loved
ones who had been sold away. Louisiana, 1875: In the tumultuous era of Reconstruction, three
young women set off as unwilling companions on a perilous quest: Hannie, a freed slave; Lavinia, the
pampered heir to a now destitute plantation; and Juneau Jane, Lavinia’s Creole half sister. Each
carries private wounds and powerful secrets as they head for Texas, following roads rife with
vigilantes and soldiers still fighting a war lost a decade before. For Lavinia and Juneau Jane, the
journey is one of stolen inheritance and financial desperation, but for Hannie, torn from her mother
and siblings before slavery’s end, the pilgrimage west reignites an agonizing question: Could her
long-lost family still be out there? Beyond the swamps lie the limitless frontiers of Texas and,
improbably, hope. Louisiana, 1987: For first-year teacher Benedetta Silva, a subsidized job at a poor
rural school seems like the ticket to canceling her hefty student debt—until she lands in a tiny,
out-of-step Mississippi River town. Augustine, Louisiana, is suspicious of new ideas and new people,
and Benny can scarcely comprehend the lives of her poverty-stricken students. But amid the gnarled
live oaks and run-down plantation homes lie the century-old history of three young women, a
long-ago journey, and a hidden book that could change everything.

all that she carried discussion questions: The Distance Between Us Reyna Grande,
2012-08-28 In this inspirational and unflinchingly honest memoir, acclaimed author Reyna Grande
describes her childhood torn between the United States and Mexico, and shines a light on the
experiences, fears, and hopes of those who choose to make the harrowing journey across the border.
Reyna Grande vividly brings to life her tumultuous early years in this “compelling...unvarnished,
resonant” (BookPage) story of a childhood spent torn between two parents and two countries. As her
parents make the dangerous trek across the Mexican border to “El Otro Lado” (The Other Side) in
pursuit of the American dream, Reyna and her siblings are forced into the already overburdened
household of their stern grandmother. When their mother at last returns, Reyna prepares for her
own journey to “El Otro Lado” to live with the man who has haunted her imagination for years, her
long-absent father. Funny, heartbreaking, and lyrical, The Distance Between Us poignantly captures
the confusion and contradictions of childhood, reminding us that the joys and sorrows we experience
are imprinted on the heart forever, calling out to us of those places we first called home. Also
available in Spanish as La distancia entre nosotros.



all that she carried discussion questions: Before We Were Strangers Renée Carlino,
2015-08-18 From the USA TODAY bestselling author of Sweet Thing and Nowhere But Here comes a
love story about a Craigslist “missed connection” post that gives two people a second chance at love
fifteen years after they were separated in New York City. To the Green-eyed Lovebird: We met
fifteen years ago, almost to the day, when I moved my stuff into the NYU dorm room next to yours at
Senior House. You called us fast friends. I like to think it was more. We lived on nothing but the
excitement of finding ourselves through music (you were obsessed with Jeff Buckley), photography (I
couldn’t stop taking pictures of you), hanging out in Washington Square Park, and all the weird
things we did to make money. I learned more about myself that year than any other. Yet, somehow,
it all fell apart. We lost touch the summer after graduation when I went to South America to work for
National Geographic. When I came back, you were gone. A part of me still wonders if I pushed you
too hard after the wedding... I didn’t see you again until a month ago. It was a Wednesday. You were
rocking back on your heels, balancing on that thick yellow line that runs along the subway platform,
waiting for the F train. I didn’t know it was you until it was too late, and then you were gone. Again.
You said my name; [ saw it on your lips. I tried to will the train to stop, just so I could say hello. After
seeing you, all of the youthful feelings and memories came flooding back to me, and now I've spent
the better part of a month wondering what your life is like. I might be totally out of my mind, but
would you like to get a drink with me and catch up on the last decade and a half? M

all that she carried discussion questions: The Daughters of Yalta Catherine Grace Katz,
2020 The untold story of the three intelligent and glamorous young women who accompanied their
famous fathers to the Yalta Conference in February 1945, and of the conference's fateful
reverberations in the waning days of World War II.

all that she carried discussion questions: The Night Watchman Louise Erdrich,
2020-03-03 WINNER OF THE 2021 PULITZER PRIZE FOR FICTION NEW YORK TIMES
BESTSELLER WASHINGTON POST, AMAZON, NPR, CBS SUNDAY MORNING, KIRKUS, CHICAGO
PUBLIC LIBRARY, AND GOOD HOUSEKEEPING BEST BOOK OF 2020 Based on the extraordinary
life of National Book Award-winning author Louise Erdrich’s grandfather who worked as a night
watchman and carried the fight against Native dispossession from rural North Dakota all the way to
Washington, D.C., this powerful novel explores themes of love and death with lightness and gravity
and unfolds with the elegant prose, sly humor, and depth of feeling of a master craftsman. Thomas
Wazhashk is the night watchman at the jewel bearing plant, the first factory located near the Turtle
Mountain Reservation in rural North Dakota. He is also a Chippewa Council member who is trying to
understand the consequences of a new “emancipation” bill on its way to the floor of the United
States Congress. It is 1953 and he and the other council members know the bill isn’t about freedom;
Congress is fed up with Indians. The bill is a “termination” that threatens the rights of Native
Americans to their land and their very identity. How can the government abandon treaties made in
good faith with Native Americans “for as long as the grasses shall grow, and the rivers run”? Since
graduating high school, Pixie Paranteau has insisted that everyone call her Patrice. Unlike most of
the girls on the reservation, Patrice, the class valedictorian, has no desire to wear herself down with
a husband and kids. She makes jewel bearings at the plant, a job that barely pays her enough to
support her mother and brother. Patrice’s shameful alcoholic father returns home sporadically to
terrorize his wife and children and bully her for money. But Patrice needs every penny to follow her
beloved older sister, Vera, who moved to the big city of Minneapolis. Vera may have disappeared;
she hasn’t been in touch in months, and is rumored to have had a baby. Determined to find Vera and
her child, Patrice makes a fateful trip to Minnesota that introduces her to unexpected forms of
exploitation and violence, and endangers her life. Thomas and Patrice live in this impoverished
reservation community along with young Chippewa boxer Wood Mountain and his mother Juggie
Blue, her niece and Patrice’s best friend Valentine, and Stack Barnes, the white high school math
teacher and boxing coach who is hopelessly in love with Patrice. In the Night Watchman, Louise
Erdrich creates a fictional world populated with memorable characters who are forced to grapple
with the worst and best impulses of human nature. [lluminating the loves and lives, the desires and



ambitions of these characters with compassion, wit, and intelligence, The Night Watchman is a
majestic work of fiction from this revered cultural treasure.

all that she carried discussion questions: The Sense of an Ending Julian Barnes, 2011-10-05
BOOKER PRIZE WINNER ¢ NATIONAL BESTSELLER ¢ A novel that follows a middle-aged man as
he contends with a past he never much thought about—until his closest childhood friends return
with a vengeance: one of them from the grave, another maddeningly present. A novel so compelling
that it begs to be read in a single setting, The Sense of an Ending has the psychological and
emotional depth and sophistication of Henry James at his best, and is a stunning achievement in
Julian Barnes's oeuvre. Tony Webster thought he left his past behind as he built a life for himself,
and his career has provided him with a secure retirement and an amicable relationship with his
ex-wife and daughter, who now has a family of her own. But when he is presented with a mysterious
legacy, he is forced to revise his estimation of his own nature and place in the world.

all that she carried discussion questions: Finlay Donovan Is Killing It Elle Cosimano,
2021-02-02 Getting the job done for one single mom takes on a whole new meaning in Finlay
Donovan is Killing It. A USA Today bestseller! One of Suspense Magazine's Best Thrillers of 2021
One of New York Public Library's Best Books of 2021 Nominated for the Left Coast Crime 2022 Lefty
Award for the Best Humorous Mystery “Finlay Donovan is irresistible!”—Janet Evanovich Finlay
Donovan is killing it . . . except, she’s really not. She’s a stressed-out single-mom of two and
struggling novelist, Finlay’s life is in chaos: the new book she promised her literary agent isn’t
written, her ex-husband fired the nanny without telling her, and this morning she had to send her
four-year-old to school with hair duct-taped to her head after an incident with scissors. When Finlay
is overheard discussing the plot of her new suspense novel with her agent over lunch, she’s mistaken
for a contract killer, and inadvertently accepts an offer to dispose of a problem husband in order to
make ends meet . . . Soon, Finlay discovers that crime in real life is a lot more difficult than its
fictional counterpart, as she becomes tangled in a real-life murder investigation. Fast-paced,
deliciously witty, and wholeheartedly authentic in depicting the frustrations and triumphs of
motherhood in all its messiness, hilarity, and heartfelt moments, Finlay Donovan Is Killing It is the
first in a brilliant new series from YA Edgar Award nominee Elle Cosimano.

all that she carried discussion questions: Sold Patricia McCormick, 2010-07-10 The
powerful, poignant, bestselling National Book Award Finalist gives voice to a young girl robbed of
her childhood yet determined to find the strength to triumph Lakshmi is a thirteen-year-old girl who
lives with her family in a small hut on a mountain in Nepal. Though she is desperately poor, her life
is full of simple pleasures, like playing hopscotch with her best friend from school, and having her
mother brush her hair by the light of an oil lamp. But when the harsh Himalayan monsoons wash
away all that remains of the family's crops, Lakshmi's stepfather says she must leave home and take
a job to support her family. He introduces her to a glamorous stranger who tells her she will find her
a job as a maid in the city. Glad to be able to help, Lakshmi journeys to India and arrives at
Happiness House full of hope. But she soon learns the unthinkable truth: she has been sold into
prostitution. An old woman named Mumtaz rules the brothel with cruelty and cunning. She tells
Lakshmi that she is trapped there until she can pay off her family's debt-then cheats Lakshmi of her
meager earnings so that she can never leave. Lakshmi's life becomes a nightmare from which she
cannot escape. Still, she lives by her mother's words-Simply to endure is to triumph-and gradually,
she forms friendships with the other girls that enable her to survive in this terrifying new world.
Then the day comes when she must make a decision-will she risk everything for a chance to reclaim
her life? Written in spare and evocative vignettes by the co-author of I Am Malala (Young Readers
Edition), this powerful novel renders a world that is as unimaginable as it is real, and a girl who not
only survives but triumphs.

all that she carried discussion questions: Middlesex Jeffrey Eugenides, 2011-07-18
Spanning eight decades and chronicling the wild ride of a Greek-American family through the
vicissitudes of the twentieth century, Jeffrey Eugenides’ witty, exuberant novel on one level tells a
traditional story about three generations of a fantastic, absurd, lovable immigrant family -- blessed




and cursed with generous doses of tragedy and high comedy. But there’s a provocative twist. Cal,
the narrator -- also Callie -- is a hermaphrodite. And the explanation for this takes us spooling back
in time, through a breathtaking review of the twentieth century, to 1922, when the Turks sacked
Smyrna and Callie’s grandparents fled for their lives. Back to a tiny village in Asia Minor where two
lovers, and one rare genetic mutation, set our narrator’s life in motion. Middlesex is a grand, utterly
original fable of crossed bloodlines, the intricacies of gender, and the deep, untidy promptings of
desire. It’s a brilliant exploration of divided people, divided families, divided cities and nations -- the
connected halves that make up ourselves and our world.

all that she carried discussion questions: The Dutch House Ann Patchett, 2019-09-24
Pulitzer Prize Finalist | New York Times Bestseller | A Read with Jenna Today Show Book Club Pick |
A New York Times Book Review Notable Book | TIME Magazine's 100 Must-Read Books of the Year
Named one of the Best Books of the Year by NPR, The Washington Post; O: The Oprah Magazine,
Real Simple, Good Housekeeping, Vogue, Refinery29, and Buzzfeed From Ann Patchett, the #1 New
York Times bestselling author of Commonwealth, comes a powerful, richly moving story that
explores the indelible bond between two siblings, the house of their childhood, and a past that will
not let them go. The Dutch House is the story of a paradise lost, a tour de force that digs deeply into
questions of inheritance, love and forgiveness, of how we want to see ourselves and of who we really
are. At the end of the Second World War, Cyril Conroy combines luck and a single canny investment
to begin an enormous real estate empire, propelling his family from poverty to enormous wealth. His
first order of business is to buy the Dutch House, a lavish estate in the suburbs outside of
Philadelphia. Meant as a surprise for his wife, the house sets in motion the undoing of everyone he
loves. The story is told by Cyril’s son Danny, as he and his older sister, the brilliantly acerbic and
self-assured Maeve, are exiled from the house where they grew up by their stepmother. The two
wealthy siblings are thrown back into the poverty their parents had escaped from and find that all
they have to count on is one another. It is this unshakeable bond between them that both saves their
lives and thwarts their futures. Set over the course of five decades, The Dutch House is a dark fairy
tale about two smart people who cannot overcome their past. Despite every outward sign of success,
Danny and Maeve are only truly comfortable when they’re together. Throughout their lives they
return to the well-worn story of what they’ve lost with humor and rage. But when at last they're
forced to confront the people who left them behind, the relationship between an indulged brother
and his ever-protective sister is finally tested.

all that she carried discussion questions: The Maidens Alex Michaelides, 2021-06-15 *THE
INSTANT NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER** Alex Michaelides’s long-awaited next novel, "The
Maidens,' is finally here...the premise is enticing and the elements irresistible. —The New York
Times A deliciously dark, elegant, utterly compulsive read—with a twist that blew my mind. I loved
this even more than I loved The Silent Patient and that's saying something! —Lucy Foley, New York
Times bestselling author of The Guest List From the #1 New York Times bestselling author of The
Silent Patient comes a spellbinding tale of psychological suspense, weaving together Greek
mythology, murder, and obsession, that further cements “Michaelides as a major player in the field”
(Publishers Weekly). Edward Fosca is a murderer. Of this Mariana is certain. But Fosca is
untouchable. A handsome and charismatic Greek tragedy professor at Cambridge University, Fosca
is adored by staff and students alike—particularly by the members of a secret society of female
students known as The Maidens. Mariana Andros is a brilliant but troubled group therapist who
becomes fixated on The Maidens when one member, a friend of Mariana’s niece Zoe, is found
murdered in Cambridge. Mariana, who was once herself a student at the university, quickly suspects
that behind the idyllic beauty of the spires and turrets, and beneath the ancient traditions, lies
something sinister. And she becomes convinced that, despite his alibi, Edward Fosca is guilty of the
murder. But why would the professor target one of his students? And why does he keep returning to
the rites of Persephone, the maiden, and her journey to the underworld? When another body is
found, Mariana’s obsession with proving Fosca’s guilt spirals out of control, threatening to destroy
her credibility as well as her closest relationships. But Mariana is determined to stop this killer, even




if it costs her everything—including her own life.

all that she carried discussion questions: What I Carry Jennifer Longo, 2021-01-26 A deeply
touching story about survival, hope, and love. --Kathleen Glasgow, New York Times bestselling
author A powerful and heartwarming look at a teen girl about to age out of the foster care system.
Growing up in foster care, Muir has lived in many houses. And if she's learned one thing, it is to
Pack. Light. Carry only what fits in a suitcase. Toothbrush? Yes. Socks? Yes. Emotional attachment
to friends? foster families? a boyfriend? Nope! There's no room for any additional baggage. Muir has
just one year left before she ages out of the system. One year before she's free. One year to avoid
anything--or anyone--that could get in her way. Then she meets Francine. And Kira. And Sean. And
everything changes.

all that she carried discussion questions: Lucky Broken Girl Ruth Behar, 2017-04-11
Winner of the 2018 Pura Belpre Award! “A book for anyone mending from childhood
wounds.”—Sandra Cisneros, author of The House on Mango Street In this unforgettable
multicultural coming-of-age narrative—based on the author’s childhood in the 1960s—a young
Cuban-Jewish immigrant girl is adjusting to her new life in New York City when her American dream
is suddenly derailed. Ruthie’s plight will intrigue readers, and her powerful story of strength and
resilience, full of color, light, and poignancy, will stay with them for a long time. Ruthie Mizrahi and
her family recently emigrated from Castro’s Cuba to New York City. Just when she’s finally
beginning to gain confidence in her mastery of English—and enjoying her reign as her
neighborhood’s hopscotch queen—a horrific car accident leaves her in a body cast and confined her
to her bed for a long recovery. As Ruthie’s world shrinks because of her inability to move, her
powers of observation and her heart grow larger and she comes to understand how fragile life is,
how vulnerable we all are as human beings, and how friends, neighbors, and the power of the arts
can sweeten even the worst of times.

all that she carried discussion questions: Tree of Smoke Denis Johnson, 2007-09-04 Once
upon a time there was a war . . . and a young American who thought of himself as the Quiet
American and the Ugly American, and who wished to be neither, who wanted instead to be the Wise
American, or the Good American, but who eventually came to witness himself as the Real American
and finally as simply the Fucking American. That’s me. This is the story of Skip
Sands—spy-in-training, engaged in Psychological Operations against the Vietcong—and the disasters
that befall him thanks to his famous uncle, a war hero known in intelligence circles simply as the
Colonel. This is also the story of the Houston brothers, Bill and James, young men who drift out of
the Arizona desert into a war in which the line between disinformation and delusion has blurred
away. In its vision of human folly, and its gritty, sympathetic portraits of men and women desperate
for an end to their loneliness, whether in sex or death or by the grace of God, this is a story like
nothing in our literature. Tree of Smoke is Denis Johnson'’s first full-length novel in nine years, and
his most gripping, beautiful, and powerful work to date. Tree of Smoke is the 2007 National Book
Award Winner for Fiction.

all that she carried discussion questions: Pew Catherine Lacey, 2020-07-21 WINNER of the
2021 NYPL Young Lions Fiction Award. Finalist for the 2021 Dylan Thomas Prize. Longlisted for the
2021 PEN/Jean Stein Book Award, the Andrew Carnegie Medal for Excellence in Fiction and the
Joyce Carol Oates Prize. One of Publishers Weekly's Best Fiction Books of 2020. One of Amazon's
100 Best Books of 2020. “The people of this community are stifling, and generous, cruel, earnest,
needy, overconfident, fragile and repressive, which is to say that they are brilliantly rendered by
their wise maker, Catherine Lacey.” --Rachel Kushner, author of The Flamethrowers A figure with no
discernible identity appears in a small, religious town, throwing its inhabitants into a frenzy In a
small, unnamed town in the American South, a church congregation arrives for a service and finds a
figure asleep on a pew. The person is genderless and racially ambiguous and refuses to speak. One
family takes in the strange visitor and nicknames them Pew. As the town spends the week preparing
for a mysterious Forgiveness Festival, Pew is shuttled from one household to the next. The earnest
and seemingly well-meaning townspeople see conflicting identities in Pew, and many confess their



fears and secrets to them in one-sided conversations. Pew listens and observes while experiencing
brief flashes of past lives or clues about their origin. As days pass, the void around Pew’s presence
begins to unnerve the community, whose generosity erodes into menace and suspicion. Yet by the
time Pew’s story reaches a shattering and unsettling climax at the Forgiveness Festival, the secret of
who they really are—a devil or an angel or something else entirely—is dwarfed by even larger truths.
Pew, Catherine Lacey’s third novel, is a foreboding, provocative, and amorphous fable about the
world today: its contradictions, its flimsy morality, and the limits of judging others based on their
appearance. With precision and restraint, one of our most beloved and boundary-pushing writers
holds up a mirror to her characters’ true selves, revealing something about forgiveness, perception,
and the faulty tools society uses to categorize human complexity.

all that she carried discussion questions: This [s Happiness Niall Williams, 2019-12-03
NAMED A BEST BOOK OF THE YEAR BY THE WASHINGTON POST and REAL SIMPLE A profound
and enchanting new novel from Booker Prize-longlisted author Niall Williams about the loves of our
lives and the joys of reminiscing. You don't see rain stop, but you sense it. You sense something has
changed in the frequency you've been living and you hear the quietness you thought was silence get
quieter still, and you raise your head so your eyes can make sense of what your ears have already
told you, which at first is only: something has changed. The rain is stopping. Nobody in the small,
forgotten village of Faha remembers when it started; rain on the western seaboard was a condition
of living. Now--just as Father Coffey proclaims the coming of electricity--it is stopping.
Seventeen-year-old Noel Crowe is standing outside his grandparents' house shortly after the rain has
stopped when he encounters Christy for the first time. Though he can't explain it, Noel knows right
then: something has changed. This is the story of all that was to follow: Christy's long-lost love and
why he had come to Faha, Noel's own experiences falling in and out of love, and the endlessly
postponed arrival of electricity--a development that, once complete, would leave behind a world that
had not changed for centuries. Niall Williams' latest novel is an intricately observed portrait of a
community, its idiosyncrasies and its traditions, its paradoxes and its inanities, its failures and its
triumphs. Luminous and otherworldly, and yet anchored with deep-running roots into the earthy and
the everyday, This Is Happiness is about stories as the very stuff of life: the ways they make the
texture and matter of our world, and the ways they write and rewrite us.

all that she carried discussion questions: Outline Rachel Cusk, 2015-01-13 A Finalist for the
Folio Prize, the Goldsmiths Prize, the Scotiabank Giller Prize, and the Baileys Women'’s Prize for
Fiction. One of The New York Times' Top Ten Books of the Year. Named a A New York Times Book
Review Notable Book and a Best Book of the Year by The New Yorker, Vogue, NPR, The Guardian,
The Independent, Glamour, and The Globe and Mail A luminous, powerful novel that establishes
Rachel Cusk as one of the finest writers in the English language A man and a woman are seated next
to each other on a plane. They get to talking—about their destination, their careers, their families.
Grievances are aired, family tragedies discussed, marriages and divorces analyzed. An intimacy is
established as two strangers contrast their own fictions about their lives. Rachel Cusk's Outline is a
novel in ten conversations. Spare and stark, it follows a novelist teaching a course in creative writing
during one oppressively hot summer in Athens. She leads her students in storytelling exercises. She
meets other visiting writers for dinner and discourse. She goes swimming in the Ionian Sea with her
neighbor from the plane. The people she encounters speak volubly about themselves: their fantasies,
anxieties, pet theories, regrets, and longings. And through these disclosures, a portrait of the
narrator is drawn by contrast, a portrait of a woman learning to face a great loss. Outline takes a
hard look at the things that are hardest to speak about. It brilliantly captures conversations,
investigates people's motivations for storytelling, and questions their ability to ever do so honestly or
unselfishly. In doing so it bares the deepest impulses behind the craft of fiction writing. This is
Rachel Cusk's finest work yet, and one of the most startling, brilliant, original novels of recent years.

all that she carried discussion questions: All the Little Live Things Wallace Stegner,
1991-12-01 Joe Allston, the retired literary agent of Stegner's National Book Award-winning novel,
The Spectator Bird, returns in this disquieting and keenly observed novel. Scarred by the senseless



death of their son and baffled by the engulfing chaos of the 1960s, Allston and his wife, Ruth, have
left the coast for a California retreat. And although their new home looks like Eden, it also has
serpents: Jim Peck, a messianic exponent of drugs, yoga, and sex; and Marian Catlin, an attractive
young woman whose otherworldly innocence is far more appealing—and far more dangerous.

all that she carried discussion questions: Mrs. Mike Benedict Freedman, Nancy Freedman,
1987 A young woman who had been raised in Boston marries a member of the Northwest Mounted
Police and goes with him to live in the Canadian wilderness.

all that she carried discussion questions: Women Rowing North Mary Pipher, 2019-01-15
New York Times Bestseller * USA Today Bestseller* Los Angeles Times Bestseller * Publishers
Weekly Bestseller A guide to wisdom, authenticity, and bliss for women as they age by the author of
Reviving Ophelia. Women growing older contend with ageism, misogyny, and loss. Yet as Mary
Pipher shows, most older women are deeply happy and filled with gratitude for the gifts of life. Their
struggles help them grow into the authentic, empathetic, and wise people they have always wanted
to be. In Women Rowing North, Pipher offers a timely examination of the cultural and developmental
issues women face as they age. Drawing on her own experience as daughter, sister, mother,
grandmother, caregiver, clinical psychologist, and cultural anthropologist, she explores ways women
can cultivate resilient responses to the challenges they face. “If we can keep our wits about us, think
clearly, and manage our emotions skillfully,” Pipher writes, “we will experience a joyous time of our
lives. If we have planned carefully and packed properly, if we have good maps and guides, the
journey can be transcendent.”

all that she carried discussion questions: Little Bee Chris Cleave, 2010-02-16 Millions of
people have read, discussed, debated, cried, and cheered with Little Bee, a Nigerian refugee girl
whose violent and courageous journey puts a stunning face on the worldwide refugee crisis. “Little
Bee will blow you away.” —The Washington Post The lives of a sixteen-year-old Nigerian orphan and
a well-off British woman collide in this page-turning #1 New York Times bestseller, book club
favorite, and “affecting story of human triumph” (The New York Times Book Review) from Chris
Cleave, author of Gold and Everyone Brave Is Forgiven. We don’t want to tell you too much about
this book. It is a truly special story and we don’t want to spoil it. Nevertheless, you need to know
something, so we will just say this: It is extremely funny, but the African beach scene is horrific. The
story starts there, but the book doesn’t. And it’s what happens afterward that is most important.
Once you have read it, you'll want to tell everyone about it. When you do, please don’t tell them what
happens either. The magic is in how it unfolds.

all that she carried discussion questions: Why I Write George Orwell, 2021-01-01 George
Orwell set out ‘to make political writing into an art’, and to a wide extent this aim shaped the future
of English literature - his descriptions of authoritarian regimes helped to form a new vocabulary that
is fundamental to understanding totalitarianism. While 1984 and Animal Farm are amongst the most
popular classic novels in the English language, this new series of Orwell’s essays seeks to bring a
wider selection of his writing on politics and literature to a new readership. In Why I Write, the first
in the Orwell’s Essays series, Orwell describes his journey to becoming a writer, and his movement
from writing poems to short stories to the essays, fiction and non-fiction we remember him for. He
also discusses what he sees as the ‘four great motives for writing’ - ‘sheer egoism’, ‘aesthetic
enthusiasm’, ‘historical impulse’ and ‘political purpose’ - and considers the importance of keeping
these in balance. Why I Write is a unique opportunity to look into Orwell’s mind, and it grants the
reader an entirely different vantage point from which to consider the rest of the great writer’s
oeuvre. 'A writer who can - and must - be rediscovered with every age.' — Irish Times

all that she carried discussion questions: The Best We Could Do Thi Bui, 2017-03-07
National bestseller 2017 National Book Critics Circle (NBCC) Finalist ABA Indies Introduce Winter /
Spring 2017 Selection Barnes & Noble Discover Great New Writers Spring 2017 Selection ALA 2018
Notable Books Selection An intimate and poignant graphic novel portraying one family’s journey
from war-torn Vietnam, from debut author Thi Bui. This beautifully illustrated and emotional story is
an evocative memoir about the search for a better future and a longing for the past. Exploring the



anguish of immigration and the lasting effects that displacement has on a child and her family, Bui
documents the story of her family’s daring escape after the fall of South Vietnam in the 1970s, and
the difficulties they faced building new lives for themselves. At the heart of Bui’s story is a universal
struggle: While adjusting to life as a first-time mother, she ultimately discovers what it means to be a
parent—the endless sacrifices, the unnoticed gestures, and the depths of unspoken love. Despite
how impossible it seems to take on the simultaneous roles of both parent and child, Bui pushes
through. With haunting, poetic writing and breathtaking art, she examines the strength of family,
the importance of identity, and the meaning of home. In what Pulitzer Prize-winning novelist Viet
Thanh Nguyen calls “a book to break your heart and heal it,” The Best We Could Do brings to life Thi
Bui’s journey of understanding, and provides inspiration to all of those who search for a better
future while longing for a simpler past.

all that she carried discussion questions: Kudos Rachel Cusk, 2018-06-05 New York Times
100 Notable Books of 2018 « Amazon Editors' Top 100 of 2018 Rachel Cusk, the award-winning and
critically acclaimed author of Outline and Transit, completes the transcendent literary trilogy with
Kudos, a novel of unsettling power. A woman writer visits a Europe in flux, where questions of
personal and political identity are rising to the surface and the trauma of change is opening up new
possibilities of loss and renewal. Within the rituals of literary culture, Faye finds the human story in
disarray amid differing attitudes toward the public performance of the creative persona. She begins
to identify among the people she meets a tension between truth and representation, a fissure that
accrues great dramatic force as Kudos reaches a profound and beautiful climax. In this conclusion to
her groundbreaking trilogy, Cusk unflinchingly explores the nature of family and art, justice and
love, and the ultimate value of suffering. She is without question one of our most important living
writers.

all that she carried discussion questions: The Poisonwood Bible Barbara Kingsolver,
2009-10-13 New York Times Bestseller ¢ Finalist for the Pulitzer Prize * An Oprah's Book Club
Selection “Powerful . . . [Kingsolver] has with infinitely steady hands worked the prickly threads of
religion, politics, race, sin and redemption into a thing of terrible beauty.” —Los Angeles Times Book
Review The Poisonwood Bible, now celebrating its 25th anniversary, established Barbara Kingsolver
as one of the most thoughtful and daring of modern writers. Taking its place alongside the classic
works of postcolonial literature, it is a suspenseful epic of one family's tragic undoing and
remarkable reconstruction over the course of three decades in Africa. The story is told by the wife
and four daughters of Nathan Price, a fierce, evangelical Baptist who takes his family and mission to
the Belgian Congo in 1959. They carry with them everything they believe they will need from home,
but soon find that all of it—from garden seeds to Scripture—is calamitously transformed on African
soil. The novel is set against one of the most dramatic political chronicles of the twentieth century:
the Congo's fight for independence from Belgium, the murder of its first elected prime minister, the
CIA coup to install his replacement, and the insidious progress of a world economic order that robs
the fledgling African nation of its autonomy. Against this backdrop, Orleanna Price reconstructs the
story of her evangelist husband's part in the Western assault on Africa, a tale indelibly darkened by
her own losses and unanswerable questions about her own culpability. Also narrating the story, by
turns, are her four daughters—the teenaged Rachel; adolescent twins Leah and Adah; and Ruth May,
a prescient five-year-old. These sharply observant girls, who arrive in the Congo with racial
preconceptions forged in 1950s Georgia, will be marked in surprisingly different ways by their
father's intractable mission, and by Africa itself. Ultimately each must strike her own separate path
to salvation. Their passionately intertwined stories become a compelling exploration of moral risk
and personal responsibility.
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