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Abstract: This essay explores the provocative assertion that "all literature
is gossip," examining its validity across diverse literary forms and
historical periods. While seemingly reductive, this claim reveals crucial
insights into the fundamental human impulse to share stories, create and
maintain social bonds, and negotiate power dynamics through narrative. We
will delve into the challenges and opportunities presented by this
perspective, highlighting its implications for literary criticism and our
understanding of the enduring power of storytelling.

The Whisper Network of Words: Deconstructing "All
Literature is Gossip"

The statement "all literature is gossip" might initially sound simplistic,
even dismissive of the artistic merit and intellectual complexity found
within literary canons. However, a closer examination reveals its profound
implications. At its core, this assertion highlights the fundamentally social
nature of literature. Literature, in all its forms – from epic poems to
contemporary novels, from Shakespearean sonnets to online fanfiction – relies
on the sharing of information, the construction of characters, the revelation
of secrets, and the establishment of relationships, all hallmarks of gossip.

Consider the ancient Greek epics, the Iliad and the Odyssey. These grand
narratives, replete with gods and heroes, are essentially extended accounts
of familial disputes, romantic entanglements, and acts of betrayal – the very
stuff of compelling gossip. Similarly, the medieval romances, with their
tales of courtly love and chivalric adventures, are often thinly veiled
narratives of power struggles, social climbing, and the anxieties of a
changing social order. Even seemingly detached works of modernist literature,
like those of Virginia Woolf or James Joyce, utilize the techniques of
indirect communication, fragmented perspectives, and unspoken tensions,
mirroring the subtle nuances of whispered conversations and shared secrets.
"All literature is gossip" asserts that these narratives, regardless of their
apparent grandeur or sophistication, are rooted in the deeply human act of
sharing information, often veiled in ambiguity and propelled by intrigue.

The challenge lies in not reducing literature solely to its gossipy aspects.
The statement is not meant to diminish the artistic value or intellectual



depth of literature but rather to illuminate a fundamental aspect of its
function within society. Literary works rarely exist in a vacuum; they are
always engaged in a dialogue with their cultural context, reflecting and
shaping social norms, values, and power structures. In this sense, literature
becomes a powerful tool for disseminating information, shaping public
opinion, and negotiating social relationships – all functions intimately
connected to gossip.

The Opportunities: Unearthing Hidden Narratives and
Social Dynamics

The understanding that "all literature is gossip" offers unique opportunities
for literary analysis. By approaching literature through this lens, we can
uncover hidden narratives, explore the unspoken anxieties of a particular
time and place, and gain a deeper understanding of the social dynamics at
play. This perspective allows for a richer appreciation of the intricate web
of relationships that underpin literary works, revealing the subtle ways in
which power, status, and social norms are negotiated and challenged.

For instance, analyzing Jane Austen's novels through the lens of "all
literature is gossip" reveals not only the intricate social world of 19th-
century England but also the anxieties surrounding marriage, social mobility,
and female agency. The seemingly trivial details of balls, tea parties, and
social calls become crucial elements in a larger narrative of social
maneuvering and power dynamics, mirroring the subtle strategies and whispered
conversations that shape social life.

Furthermore, the lens of gossip allows for a more inclusive approach to
literary study. It invites us to consider marginalized voices, unspoken
stories, and narratives that have been historically silenced. By recognizing
the power of gossip as a form of cultural transmission, we can uncover the
untold histories and perspectives that have been passed down through
generations, often outside the realm of official records or canonical
literature. This approach is particularly valuable in the study of oral
traditions, folklore, and marginalized literary forms.

Challenges and Nuances: The Limits of the Assertion

While the concept of "all literature is gossip" provides valuable insights,
it also presents certain challenges. The statement, while provocative, is
ultimately a simplification. Not all literature functions primarily as
gossip. Philosophical treatises, scientific writings, and certain forms of
poetry may prioritize abstract thought or objective analysis over the
interpersonal dynamics central to gossip. However, even in these ostensibly
non-narrative forms, the act of writing and publishing inherently involves a
form of communication, a transmission of ideas to an audience, which shares
characteristics with gossip. The author's voice, biases, and intended message
all shape the reception and interpretation of the work, creating a form of
implicit or explicit "gossip" about the subject matter and the author's
perspective.

Another challenge lies in defining "gossip" itself. The term often carries a
negative connotation, implying triviality, scandal, or the spread of
misinformation. However, a broader understanding of gossip recognizes its
vital role in social cohesion, information sharing, and the creation of
community. Gossip, in this sense, is not simply idle chatter but a
fundamental form of communication that shapes social relationships and



cultural values. Therefore, applying the term "gossip" to literature requires
a nuanced understanding of its complex functions within social life.

Conclusion

The assertion that "all literature is gossip" serves as a powerful
provocation, prompting a critical reassessment of the social and
communicative dimensions of literary works. While not a comprehensive
explanation of literature's multifaceted nature, it offers valuable insights
into the fundamental human impulse to share stories, establish social bonds,
and negotiate power dynamics through narrative. By embracing this
perspective, we can gain a deeper appreciation for the intricate
relationships between literature, society, and the enduring power of
storytelling. The challenges it presents – primarily concerning the nuances
of defining "gossip" and recognizing limitations – only serve to refine and
deepen our understanding of literature's multifaceted role in human life.

FAQs

Isn't this statement overly simplistic? While seemingly reductive, it1.
highlights the inherently social nature of literature, forcing us to
consider its communicative and relational aspects.

What about non-fiction works? Even non-fiction, through authorial voice1.
and selection of facts, involves a form of narrative shaping and
perspective, akin to gossip in its communication.

How does this apply to poetry? Poetry often deals with personal1.
experiences and emotions, shared implicitly or explicitly through
figurative language, creating a form of literary gossip.

What about experimental literature? The fragmented nature of many1.
experimental works often mirrors the indirectness and ambiguity
frequently found in gossip.

Can this be applied to all cultures and time periods? The fundamental1.
human need to share stories transcends cultures and time, making this
perspective relevant across historical contexts.

Does this diminish the literary value of works? No, it enhances our1.
understanding of literature's function in society and its ability to
reflect and shape cultural values and beliefs.



How does this concept impact literary criticism? It encourages a more1.
socially aware and nuanced approach to literary analysis, uncovering
hidden narratives and social dynamics.

What are the ethical implications? The analysis necessitates awareness1.
of the potential for misinformation and the ethical responsibilities
involved in sharing stories.

How does this relate to contemporary social media? Social media serves1.
as a modern form of gossip, highlighting the enduring power of narrative
and storytelling in shaping public opinion.
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  all literature is gossip: The City of Good Death Priyanka Champaneri, 2021-02-23 Winner of
the Restless Books Prize for New Immigrant Writing, Priyanka Champaneri’s transcendent debut
novel brings us inside India’s holy city of Banaras, where the manager of a death hostel shepherds
the dying who seek the release of a good death, while his own past refuses to let him go. Banaras,
Varanasi, Kashi: India’s holy city on the banks of the Ganges has many names but holds one ultimate
promise for Hindus. It is the place where pilgrims come for a good death, to be released from the
cycle of reincarnation by purifying fire. As the dutiful manager of a death hostel in Kashi, Pramesh
welcomes the dying and assists families bound for the funeral pyres that burn constantly on the
ghats. The soul is gone, the body is burnt, the time is past, he tells them. Detach. After ten years in
the timeless city, Pramesh can nearly persuade himself that here, there is no past or future. He lives
contentedly at the death hostel with his wife, Shobha, their young daughter, Rani, the hostel priests,
his hapless but winning assistant, and the constant flow of families with their dying. But one day the
past arrives in the lifeless form of a man pulled from the river—a man with an uncanny resemblance
to Pramesh. Called “twins” in their childhood village, he and his cousin Sagar are inseparable until
Pramesh leaves to see the outside world and Sagar stays to tend the land. After Pramesh marries
Shobha, defying his family’s wishes, a rift opens up between the cousins that he has long since tried
to forget. Do not look back. Detach. But for Shobha, Sagar’s reemergence casts a shadow over the
life she’s built for her family. Soon, an unwelcome guest takes up residence in the death hostel, the
dying mysteriously continue to live, and Pramesh is forced to confront his own ideas about death,
rebirth, and redemption. Told in lush, vivid detail and with an unforgettable cast of characters, The



City of Good Death is a remarkable debut novel of family and love, memory and ritual, and the ways
in which we honor the living and the dead. PRAISE FOR THE CITY OF GOOD DEATH “In
Champaneri’s ambitious, vivid debut, the dying come to the holy city of Kashi to die a good death
that frees them from the burden of reincarnation…. In sharp prose, Champaneri explores the power
of stories—those the characters tell themselves, those told about them, and those they believe. . . .
This epic, magical story of death teems with life.” —Publishers Weekly “Brimming with characters
whose lives overlap and whose stories interweave, Champaneri’s exquisite debut delves into the
consequences of the past, and how stories that are told can become reality even when they contain
barely a shred of truth. As Pramesh discovers, the bitterness of past wounds can bring hope for
redemption and life.” —Bridget Thoreson, Booklist “Lush prose evokes the thick, close atmosphere
of Kashi and the intricate religious practices upon which life and death depend. Rumor and
superstition hold sway over even the most level-headed people, twisting what’s explainable into
something extraordinary—with tragic consequences. . . . The City of Good Death is a breathtaking,
unforgettable novel about how remembering the past is just as important as moving on.” —Eileen
Gonzalez, Foreword Reviews, Starred Review Champaneri’s Kashi is teeming and vivid . . . the book
frequently charms, and it's as full of humor, warmth, and mystery as Kashi’s own marketplace.
—Kirkus Reviews “The City of Good Death is the debut novel of Priyanka Champaneri but it has the
confidence of a master storyteller. Drawing on the rich literary traditions of Salman Rushdie and
Arundhati Roy, Champaneri’s epic saga will satisfy armchair travelers thirsty for adventure, and sick
of looking out their windows.” —Chicago Review of Books In intricate detail and with remarkable
skill, Champaneri writes a powerful tale about the pull of the past and our aching need to
understand the mysteries and misunderstandings that thwart our relationships. An atmospheric and
immersive debut with a rich cast of characters you won’t soon forget. —Marjan Kamali, author of
The Stationery Shop
  all literature is gossip: Only Gossip Prospers Lorraine Tosiello, 2019-10-16 Louisa May Alcott,
at the height of her celebrity in 1875, plunges into the dichotomous life of New York and straddles
the worlds of the literary elite and the urban destitute, causing her to reassess the worth of fame
and fortune.
  all literature is gossip: A Saint from Texas Edmund White, 2020-08-04 From Edmund White,
a bold and sweeping new novel that traces the extraordinary fates of twin sisters, one destined for
Parisian nobility and the other for Catholic sainthood. Yvette and Yvonne Crawford are twin sisters,
born on a humble patch of East Texas prairie but bound for far more dramatic and tragic fates. Just
as an untold fortune of oil lies beneath their daddy's land, both girls harbor their own secrets and
dreams-ones that will carry them far from Texas and from each other. As the decades unfold, Yvonne
will ascend the highest ranks of Parisian society as Yvette gives herself to a lifetime of worship and
service in the streets of Jericó, Colombia. And yet, even as they remake themselves in their radically
different lives, the twins find that the bonds of family and the past are unbreakable. Spanning the
1950s to the recent past, Edmund White's marvelous novel serves up an immensely pleasurable epic
of two Texas women as their lives traverse varied worlds: the swaggering opulence of the Dallas
nouveau riche, the airless pretension of the Paris gratin, and the strict piety of a Colombian convent.
For nearly half a century, Edmund White's work has revitalized American literature, blithely
breaking down boundaries of class and sexuality, and A Saint From Texas is one of his most joyous,
gorgeously written, and piercing works to date.
  all literature is gossip: Higher Gossip John Updike, 2011-11-01 One of the most gifted
American writers of the twentieth century—and the author of the acclaimed Rabbit series—delivers
the intimate, generous, insightful, and beautifully written collection he was compiling when he died.
This collection of miscellaneous prose opens with a self-portrait of the writer in winter, a Prospero
who, though he fears his most dazzling performances are behind him, reveals himself in every
sentence to be in deep conversation with the sources of his magic. It concludes with a moving
meditation on a modern world robbed of imagination—a world without religion, without art—and on
the difficulties of faith in a disbelieving age. In between are previously uncollected stories and



poems, a pageant of scenes from seventeenth-century Massachusetts, five late “golf dreams,” and
several of Updike's commentaries on his own work. At the heart of the book are his matchless
reviews—of John Cheever, Ann Patchett, Toni Morrison, William Maxwell, John le Carré, and essays
on Aimee Semple McPherson, Max Factor, and Albert Einstein, among others. Also included are two
decades of art criticism—on Chardin, El Greco, Blake, Turner, Van Gogh, Max Ernest, and more.
Updike’s criticism is gossip of the highest order, delivered in an intimate and generous voice.
  all literature is gossip: Standard Deviation Katherine Heiny, 2017-05-23 TheSkimm’s Best of
Skimm Reads NPR’s Guide to Great Reads The Washington Post’s 50 Notable Works of Fiction of the
Year Minnesota Public Radio’s The Best Books to Give and Get: Fiction Picks of the Year An
uproarious novel (Both heart-piercing and, crucially, very funny. —Louise Erdrich, The New York
Times) from the celebrated author of Single, Carefree, Mellow about the challenges of a good
marriage, the delight and heartache of raising children, and the irresistible temptation to wonder
about the path not taken. When Graham Cavanaugh divorced his first wife it was to marry his
girlfriend, Audra, a woman as irrepressible as she is spontaneous and fun. But, Graham learns, life
with Audra can also be exhausting, constantly interrupted by chatty phone calls, picky-eater
houseguests, and invitations to weddings of people he’s never met. Audra firmly believes that
through the sheer force of her personality she can overcome the most socially challenging
interactions, shepherding her son through awkward playdates and origami club, and even deciding
to establish a friendship with Graham’s first wife, Elspeth. Graham isn't sure he understands why
Audra longs to be friends with the woman he divorced. After all, former spouses are hard to
categorize—are they enemies, old flames, or just people you know really, really well? And as Graham
and Audra share dinners, holidays, and late glasses of wine with his first wife he starts to wonder:
How can anyone love two such different women? Did I make the right choice? Is there a right
choice? A hilarious and rueful debut novel of love, marriage, infidelity, and origami, Standard
Deviation never deviates from the superb.
  all literature is gossip: Gossip Patricia Meyer Spacks, 2012-05-30 Explores the nature,
morality, and aesthetics of gossip; examines gossip in history and the psychology of gossip; and
analyzes gossip--as subject and literary technique--in plays, letters, biographies, and novels.
  all literature is gossip: Gossip Joseph Epstein, 2011-11-29 A look at the delights—and
dangers—of gossip, from a New York Times–bestselling, “erudite writer, gifted with rare insight and
a wry sense of humor” (USA Today). Gossip is no trivial matter. In this enlightening and entertaining
study, the author of Snobbery takes a look at a human activity that may be looked down upon, but
nevertheless plays a persistent role in our society—and therefore, must be taken seriously. Joseph
Epstein, who admits to indulging in this activity himself from time to time, serves up
mini-biographies of history’s famous gossips, and makes a powerful case that gossip has morphed
from its old-fashioned best—clever, mocking, a great private pleasure—to a corrosive, destructive
new version, thanks to the reach of the mass media and the Internet. This is an erudite and witty
read from “a master observer of humanity’s foibles” (Kirkus Reviews, starred review). “Epstein
defines categories of gossip, from personal to celebrity, workplace, and political, and discusses how
gossip ‘enforces a community’s norms’ or, conversely, helps foster tolerance. . . . In his briskly
erudite, zestfully original, and provokingly enjoyable anatomy of gossip, Epstein revels in the risky
collusion of gossip within shared worlds and resoundingly condemns media-disseminated gossip that
diminishes our ability to ascertain or value the truth.” —Booklist
  all literature is gossip: Idle Talk, Deadly Talk Ana Rodríguez NavasX, 2018-10-22 Chaucer
called it spiritual manslaughter; Barthes and Benjamin deemed it dangerous linguistic nihilism. But
gossip-long derided and dismissed by writers and intellectuals-is far from frivolous. In Idle Talk,
Deadly Talk, Ana Rodríguez Navas reveals gossip to be an urgent, utilitarian, and deeply political
practice-a means of staging the narrative tensions, and waging the narrative battles, that mark
Caribbean politics and culture. From the calypso singer's superficially innocent rhymes to the
vicious slanders published in Trujillo-era gossip columns, words have been weapons, elevating one
person or group at the expense of another. Revising the overly gendered existing critical frame,



Rodríguez Navas argues that gossip is a fundamentally adversarial practice. Just as whispers and
hearsay corrosively define and surveil identities, they also empower writers to skirt sanitized,
monolithic historical accounts by weaving alternative versions of their nations' histories from this
self-governing discursive material. Reading recent fiction from the Hispanic, Anglophone, and
Francophone Caribbean and their diasporas, alongside poetry, song lyrics, journalism, memoirs, and
political essays, Idle Talk, Deadly Talk maps gossip's place in the Caribbean and reveals its rich
possibilities as both literary theme and narrative device. As a means for mediating contested
narratives, both public and private, gossip emerges as a vital resource for scholars and writers
grappling with the region's troubled history.
  all literature is gossip: Gossip, Letters, Phones Ned Schantz, 2008-09-05 Although female
communication networks abound in many contexts and have received a good measure of critical
scrutiny, no study has addressed their unique significance within narrative culture writ large. Filling
this conspicuous gap, Ned Schantz presents a lively exploration of the phenomenon, resituating
novelistic culture as central even as he ranges across media and the myriad technologies that attend
them. Charting the emergence of female networks via the most prominent modes of
communication--gossip, letters, and phones--Schantz brings his study to life with unconventional
interpretations of classic British novels and popular Hollywood films spanning multiple genres and
time periods. With incisive readings of Clarissa, Emma, and Evelina, Schantz shows how gossip both
draws sympathy and is repressed by dominant male culture in a recurrent pattern of avowal and
disavowal. The epistolary novel added a rhythm to communication that was generative of fantasy,
which in turn informed telephonic film, a development depicted in analyses of movies such as Sorry,
Wrong Number; Vertigo; Terminator; and You've Got Mail. Schantz highlights the way the telephone
works as a structuring device, not merely a prop, one that shapes the plot and suggests provocative
formal implications. While this study traverses an uncanny realm of lost messages and false suitors,
telepathy and artificial intelligence, locked rooms and time-traveling stalkers, these occult concerns
only confirm the importance of female communication at its most basic level. Illuminating and
accessible--Gossip, Letters, Phones reveals female networks as one of narrative's most supple and
persistent elements in literature and cinema.
  all literature is gossip: A Gossip's Story Jane West, 1796
  all literature is gossip: Gossip of the Starlings Nina de Gramont, 2008-06-10 When Catherine
Morrow is admitted to the Esther Percy School for Girls, it's on the condition that she reform her
ways. But that's before the beautiful and charismatic Skye Butterfield, daughter of the famous
Senator Butterfield, chooses Catherine for her best friend. Skye is in love with danger and the thrill
of breaking rules, taking risks, and crossing boundaries, no matter the stakes. The problem is, the
stakes keep getting higher, and Catherine can neither resist Skye nor stop her from taking down
everyone around her. De Gramont's chilling novel is a portrait of the seductions of adolescence in all
their beauty and terror. Caught in this alluring world, the girls of Esther Percy are optimistic and
willful, loving and selfish, daring and cruel—all the while believing they're utterly indestructible.
  all literature is gossip: Gossip, Organization and Work Kathryn Waddington, 2021-12-30
The premise of this book is that research into gossip, organization, and work is an important idea
whose time has come. A key feature of the book is the inclusion of ‘practice points’ showing how –
and where – theory and/or research intersect with practice and vice versa. They are intended as
signposts to future thinking and theorizing, tempting readers to venture outside of their ‘home’
disciplines and territories, conceptual comfort zones, and methodological mindsets. The overall aim
of the book is to: (i) provide enough information for readers to decide where they might want to go
next; (ii) offer some theoretical directions and ethical principles; and (iii) make suggestions
regarding what academic-practitioner tools and techniques will help them along the way, including
arts-based and mixed-methods research that focuses on real-world lived experience(s) of gossip. It
will be relevant to researchers at all stages of their career: from students at the start of their
academic journey, to ‘seasoned’ scholars with more extensive experience. The book is also intended
to be readable and relevant to practitioners with academic interests, who seek to reflect critically



upon, and develop, their practice in times of turbulence and change and in the COVID-19 era.
  all literature is gossip: Gossip Beth Gutcheon, 2012-03-20 “A gifted storyteller...her characters
are intelligent, brave, and witty...human and real.” —Susan Isaacs, New York Times Book Review
The critically acclaimed author of Good-bye and Amen, Leeway Cottage, and More Than You Know,
Beth Gutcheon returns with Gossip, a sharply perceptive and emotionally resonant novel about the
power of knowing things about others, the consequences of rumor, and the unexpected price of
friendship. A story set among the rich, famous, and well-dressed of Manhattan’s Upper East Side,
Gossip is a bravura display of this exceptional author’s breathtaking talents, addressing important
themes of motherhood, friendship, and fidelity. Every reader who admires the strong,
character-driven women’s fiction of Sue Miller, Alice Hoffman, Elizabeth Berg, and Kaye Gibbons
should lend an ear to Beth Gutcheon’s Gossip.
  all literature is gossip: Grooming, Gossip, and the Evolution of Language Robin Ian
MacDonald Dunbar, 1996 Here, the author examines gossip as a form of 'verbal grooming', and as a
means of strengthening relationships. He challenges the idea that language developed during male
activities such as hunting, and that it was actually amongst women that it evolved.
  all literature is gossip: Idol Gossip Alexandra Leigh Young, 2021-09-14 Offered a spot at the
Star Academy, one of the biggest K-pop companies, seventeen-year-old singer Alice Choy must
navigate culture clashes, egos and extreme training practices to come out on top, despite the efforts
of an influential blogger trying to tear her down.
  all literature is gossip: Princess of Gossip Sabrina Bryan, Julia DeVillers, 2008-10-07 Who
knows better than Sabrina Bryan of The Cheetah Girls what it's really like to be famous? In this
addictive new novel, Sabrina teams up with popular author Julia DeVillers to tell the story of an
ordinary girl with an extraordinary secret.... Life in southern California is not at all like Avery
expected. She feels invisible at her new high school, her parents are always working, and her only
friends are on MySpace. If only her life was like the celebrities she reads about online.... When she's
mistaken on MySpace for a rising pop star's assistant, Avery scores an invite to a glamorous
Hollywood party and snaps a photo of a young starlet with her secret new beau. Eager to share her
juicy scoop, Avery starts a blog, the Princess of Gossip, and the next thing she knows, she's the new
gossip girl to watch. Suddenly she's getting the inside scoop on celebrity sightings, and designers
are sending her their hottest clothes and accessories in the hopes of scoring a mention on her blog.
When Avery shows up at school in her exclusive fashion swag, even Cecilia, the most popular girl in
their class, takes notice. Then celebutante playboy Beckett Howard sees Avery wearing one of his
father's designs and asks her out. The Princess of Gossip's true identity is still a secret, but when the
paparazzi catch Avery and Beckett on a date, Cecilia gets jealous. There's only room for one it girl at
school. Can the Princess of Gossip hold onto her crown?
  all literature is gossip: Nothing Can Keep Us Together Cecily Von Ziegesar, 2005 It's almost
graduation, and New York's wealthiest private school jet-setters are into college admissions and
parties. Will Blair and Nate's love affair continue? Will Blair get into Yale, or will Nate and Serena
hook up in New Haven and leave Blair alone in the city?
  all literature is gossip: Answered Prayers Truman Capote, 2012-05-15 Although Truman
Capote's last novel was unfinished at the time of his death, its surviving portions offer a devastating
group portrait of the high and low society of his time. • Includes the story La Cote Basque featured
in the major FX series Feud: Capote Vs. the Swans. Prose that makes the heart sing and the
narrative fly. —The New York Times Book Review Tracing the career of a writer of uncertain
parentage and omnivorous erotic tastes, Answered Prayers careens from a louche bar in Tangiers to
a banquette at La Côte Basque, from literary salons to high-priced whorehouses. It takes in
calculating beauties and sadistic husbands along with such real-life supporting characters as
Colette, the Duchess of Windsor, Montgomery Clift, and Tallulah Bankhead. Above all, this
malevolently finny book displays Capote at his most relentlessly observant and murderously witty.
  all literature is gossip: Anecdote, Network, Gossip, Performance Jack W. Chen, 2021-03-23 In
his reading of the Shishuo xinyu, the most important anecdotal collection of medieval China, Jack W.



Chen presents an extended meditation on the anecdote form, both what it affords in terms of
representing a social community and how it provides a space for the rehearsal of certain
longstanding philosophical and cultural arguments.
  all literature is gossip: The Heroine with 1001 Faces Maria Tatar, 2021-09-14
World-renowned folklorist Maria Tatar reveals an astonishing but long-buried history of heroines,
taking us from Cassandra and Scheherazade to Nancy Drew and Wonder Woman. The Heroine with
1,001 Faces dismantles the cult of warrior heroes, revealing a secret history of heroinism at the very
heart of our collective cultural imagination. Maria Tatar, a leading authority on fairy tales and
folklore, explores how heroines, rarely wielding a sword and often deprived of a pen, have flown
beneath the radar even as they have been bent on redemptive missions. Deploying the domestic
crafts and using words as weapons, they have found ways to survive assaults and rescue others from
harm, all while repairing the fraying edges in the fabric of their social worlds. Like the tongueless
Philomela, who spins the tale of her rape into a tapestry, or Arachne, who portrays the misdeeds of
the gods, they have discovered instruments for securing fairness in the storytelling circles where
so-called women’s work—spinning, mending, and weaving—is carried out. Tatar challenges the
canonical models of heroism in Joseph Campbell’s The Hero with a Thousand Faces, with their
male-centric emphases on achieving glory and immortality. Finding the women missing from his
account and defining their own heroic trajectories is no easy task, for Campbell created the playbook
for Hollywood directors. Audiences around the world have willingly surrendered to the lure of quest
narratives and charismatic heroes. Whether in the form of Frodo, Luke Skywalker, or Harry Potter,
Campbell’s archetypical hero has dominated more than the box office. In a broad-ranging volume
that moves with ease from the local to the global, Tatar demonstrates how our new heroines wear
their curiosity as a badge of honor rather than a mark of shame, and how their “mischief making”
evidences compassion and concern. From Bluebeard’s wife to Nancy Drew, and from Jane Eyre to
Janie Crawford, women have long crafted stories to broadcast offenses in the pursuit of social
justice. Girls, too, have now precociously stepped up to the plate, with Hermione Granger, Katniss
Everdeen, and Starr Carter as trickster figures enacting their own forms of extrajudicial justice.
Their quests may not take the traditional form of a “hero’s journey,” but they reveal the value of
courage, defiance, and, above all, care. “By turns dazzling and chilling” (Ruth Franklin), The Heroine
with 1,001 Faces creates a luminous arc that takes us from ancient times to the present day. It casts
an unusually wide net, expanding the canon and thinking capaciously in global terms, breaking down
the boundaries of genre, and displaying a sovereign command of cultural context. This, then, is a
historic volume that informs our present and its newfound investment in empathy and social justice
like no other work of recent cultural history.
  all literature is gossip: Reading Gossip in Early Eighteenth-Century England Nicola Parsons,
2015-12-11 This book analyzes the relation between print cultures and eighteenth-century literary
and political practices and, identifying Queen Anne's England as a crucial moment in the public life
of gossip, offers readings of key texts that demonstrate how gossip's interpretative strategies shaped
readers' participation in the literary and public spheres.
  all literature is gossip: Gossip from Thrush Green Miss Read, John S Goodall, 2002 The
pristine setting of Thrush Green conceals a flurry of activity. Mr. Venables is considering retirement
just as Miss Watson, the village's teacher, is about to make an important decision and Molly Curdle
prepares for a new baby.
  all literature is gossip: The Oxford Handbook of Gossip and Reputation Francesca Giardini,
Rafael Wittek, 2019-05-22 Gossip and reputation are core processes in societies and have substantial
consequences for individuals, groups, communities, organizations, and markets.. Academic studies
have found that gossip and reputation have the power to enforce social norms, facilitate cooperation,
and act as a means of social control. The key mechanism for the creation, maintenance, and
destruction of reputations in everyday life is gossip - evaluative talk about absent third parties.
Reputation and gossip are inseparably intertwined, but up until now have been mostly studied in
isolation. The Oxford Handbook of Gossip and Reputation fills this intellectual gap, providing an



integrated understanding of the foundations of gossip and reputation, as well as outlining a potential
framework for future research. Volume editors Francesca Giardini and Rafael Wittek bring together
a diverse group of researchers to analyze gossip and reputation from different disciplines, social
domains, and levels of analysis. Being the first integrated and comprehensive collection of studies on
both phenomena, each of the 25 chapters explores the current research on the antecedents,
processes, and outcomes of the gossip-reputation link in contexts as diverse as online markets,
non-industrial societies, organizations, social networks, or schools. International in scope, the
volume is organized into seven sections devoted to the exploration of a different facet of gossip and
reputation. Contributions from eminent experts on gossip and reputation not only help us better
understand the complex interplay between two delicate social mechanisms, but also sketch the
contours of a long term research agenda by pointing to new problems and newly emerging
cross-disciplinary solutions.
  all literature is gossip: Truman Capote Truman Capote, 1987 The thing I like to do most in the
world is talk, Capote once said, & talk he does in the more than two dozen interviews collected in
this book.
  all literature is gossip: Death of a Gossip M.C. Beaton, 2009-06-01 The very first Hamish
Macbeth crime mystery, from internationally bestselling author M.C.Beaton When society widow and
gossip columnist Lady Jane Winters joins the local fishing class she wastes no time in ruffling the
feathers - or should that be fins? - of those around her. Among the victims of her sharp tongue is
Lochdubh constable Hamish Macbeth, yet not even Hamish thinks someone would seriously want to
silence Lady Jane's shrill voice permanently - until her strangled body is fished out of the river. Now
with the help of the lovely Priscilla Halburton-Smythe, Hamish must steer a course through the
choppy waters of the tattler's life to find a murderer. But with a school of suspects who aren't willing
to talk, and the dead woman telling no tales, Hamish may well be in over his head for he knows that
secrets are dangerous, knowledge is power, and killers when cornered usually do strike again.
Praise for the Hamish Macbeth series: 'First rate ... deft social comedy and wonderfully realized
atmosphere.' Booklist 'It's always a treat to return to Lochdubh.' New York Times 'Readers will enjoy
the quirks and unique qualities of the cast ... Beaton catches the beauty of the area's natural
geography and succinctly describes its distinct flavour.' Library Journal 'Befuddled, earnest and
utterly endearing, Hamish makes his triumphs sweetly satisfying.' Publishers Weekly
  all literature is gossip: Ornament and Silence Kennedy Fraser, 2014-01-08 From one of The
New Yorker’s most revered writers comes “a brilliant collection” (The New York Times Book Review)
about women in love affairs, friendships, marriages, and families—from Virginia Woolf and
Flaubert’s mistress to Russian novelist Nina Berberova and English naturalist Miriam Rothschild. In
these fourteen essays, Fraser focuses on women in love affairs, friendships, marriages, and families;
in relation to one another and to the talented men who so often rendered them invisible. In
Ornament and Silence we see Virginia Woolf, haunted and eventually destroyed by the sexual
secrets of her childhood. We meet Flaubert's theatrically importunate mistress, Louise Colet, the one
woman who could briefly slip past the master's misogyny. Fraser offers vibrant portraits of the
Russian novelist Nina Berberova and the English naturalist Miriam Rothschild. And here is Fraser
herself, learning her craft at The New Yorker, tending her English garden and—on every
page—delighting us with the manifold felicities of her prose.
  all literature is gossip: Gossip from the Forest Sara Maitland, 2013 A magical exploration of
the ancient landscape of forests and the ancient genre of fairytales, drawing fascinating and
surprising connections between the two, by the author of the bestselling A Book Of Silence
  all literature is gossip: Licks of Love John Updike, 2007-12-18 In this brilliant late-career
collection, John Updike revisits many of the locales of his early fiction: the small-town Pennsylvania
of Olinger Stories, the sandstone farmhouse of Of the Farm, the exurban New England of Couples
and Marry Me, and Henry Bech’s Manhattan of artistic ambition and taunting glamour. To a dozen
short stories spanning the American Century, the author has added a novella-length coda to his
quartet of novels about Harry “Rabbit” Angstrom. Several strands of the Rabbit saga come together



here as, during the fall and winter holidays of 1999, Harry’s survivors fitfully entertain his memory
while pursuing their own happiness up to the edge of a new millennium. Love makes Updike’s
fictional world go round—married love, filial love, feathery licks of erotic love, and love for the
domestic particulars of Middle American life.
  all literature is gossip: Gossip in a Library Edmund Gosse, 1891 There is no more
remarkable example of the difference between the readers of our light and hurrying age and those
who obeyed
  all literature is gossip: Hollywood Stories Stephen Schochet, 2010 Just when you thought
you've heard everything about Hollywood comes a totally original new book - a special blend of
biography, history and lore. Hollywood Stories is packed with wild, wonderful short tales about
famous stars, movies, directors and many others who have been part of the world's most fascinating,
unpredictable industry! Full of funny moments and twist endings, Hollywood Stories features an
amazing, icons and will keep you totally entertained!
  all literature is gossip: The Mercies Kiran Millwood Hargrave, 2020-02-11 The women in an
Arctic village must survive a sinister threat after all the men are wiped out by a catastrophic storm
in this gripping novel inspired by a real-life witch hunt. . . . Beautiful and chilling (Madeline Miller,
bestselling author of Circe). When the women take over, is it sorcery or power? Finnmark, Norway,
1617. Twenty-year-old Maren Magnusdatter stands on the craggy coast, watching the skies break
into a sudden and reckless storm. All forty of the village’s men were at sea, including Maren’s father
and brother, and all forty are drowned in the otherworldly disaster. For the women left behind,
survival means defying the strict rules of the island. They fish, hunt, and butcher reindeer—which
they never did while the men were alive. But the foundation of this new feminine frontier begins to
crack with the arrival of Absalom Cornet, a man sent from Scotland to root out alleged witchcraft.
Cornet brings with him the threat of danger—and a pretty, young Norwegian wife named Ursa. As
Maren and Ursa are drawn to one another in ways that surprise them both, the island begins to
close in on them, with Absalom's iron rule threatening Vardø's very existence. The Mercies has a pull
as sure as the tide. It totally swept me away to Vardø, where grief struck islanders stand tall in the
shadow of religious persecution and witch burnings. It's a beautifully intimate story of friendship,
love and hope. A haunting ode to self-reliant and quietly defiant women. (Douglas Stuart, Booker
Prize winning author of Shuggie Bain)
  all literature is gossip: The Mothers Brit Bennett, 2016 It is the last season of high school life
for Nadia Turner, a rebellious, grief-stricken beauty. Mourning her mother's recent suicide, she
takes up with the local pastor's son. Luke Sheppard is twenty-one, a former football star whose
injury has reduced him to waiting tables at a diner. It's not serious-- until the pregnancy. As years
move by, Nadia, Luke, and her friend Aubrey are living in debt to the choices they made that one
seaside summer, caught in a love triangle they must carefully maneuver, and dogged by the
constant, nagging question: What if they had chosen differently?
  all literature is gossip: The Evolution of Morality Richard Joyce, 2007-08-24 Moral thinking
pervades our practical lives, but where did this way of thinking come from, and what purpose does it
serve? Is it to be explained by environmental pressures on our ancestors a million years ago, or is it
a cultural invention of more recent origin? In The Evolution of Morality, Richard Joyce takes up
these controversial questions, finding that the evidence supports an innate basis to human morality.
As a moral philosopher, Joyce is interested in whether any implications follow from this hypothesis.
Might the fact that the human brain has been biologically prepared by natural selection to engage in
moral judgment serve in some sense to vindicate this way of thinking—staving off the threat of moral
skepticism, or even undergirding some version of moral realism? Or if morality has an adaptive
explanation in genetic terms—if it is, as Joyce writes, just something that helped our ancestors make
more babies—might such an explanation actually undermine morality's central role in our lives? He
carefully examines both the evolutionary vindication of morality and the evolutionary debunking of
morality, considering the skeptical view more seriously than have others who have treated the
subject. Interdisciplinary and combining the latest results from the empirical sciences with



philosophical discussion, The Evolution of Morality is one of the few books in this area written from
the perspective of moral philosophy. Concise and without technical jargon, the arguments are
rigorous but accessible to readers from different academic backgrounds. Joyce discusses complex
issues in plain language while advocating subtle and sometimes radical views. The Evolution of
Morality lays the philosophical foundations for further research into the biological understanding of
human morality.
  all literature is gossip: The Annotated Brothers Grimm Jacob Grimm, Wilhelm Grimm, 2004
Containing 40 stories in new translations by Tatar this celebration of the richness and dramatic
power of the legendary fables also features 150 illustrations, many of them in color, by legendary
painters.
  all literature is gossip: Amelia's Guide to Gossip Marissa Moss, 2007 Listen to this - it's
juicy!
  all literature is gossip: Transforming Talk Susan E. Phillips, 2011-04-01 In recent decades,
scholars have shown an increasing interest in gossip’s social, psychological, and literary functions.
The first book-length study of medieval gossip, Transforming Talk shifts the current debate and
argues that gossip functions primarily as a transformative discourse, influencing not only social
interactions but also literary and religious practices. Known as “jangling” in Middle English, gossip
was believed to corrupt parishioners, disturb the peace, and cause civil and spiritual unrest. But
gossip was also a productive cultural force; it reconfigured pastoral practice, catalyzed narrative
experimentation, and restructured social and familial relationships. Transforming Talk will appeal to
a diverse audience, including scholars interested in late medieval culture, religion, and society;
Chaucer; and women in the Middle Ages.
  all literature is gossip: Cobble Hill Cecily von Ziegesar, 2020-11-10 The #1 New York Times
bestselling author of the Gossip Girl series brings her sharp-eyed and irresistible wit to this “quirky
novel of lovable misfits” (Publishers Weekly) chronicling a year in the lives of four families in an
upscale Brooklyn neighborhood as they seek purpose and community—until one unforgettable night
at a raucous neighborhood party knocks them to their senses. Welcome to Cobble Hill. In this
eclectic Brooklyn neighborhood, private storms brew amongst four married couples and their
children. There’s ex-groupie Mandy, so underwhelmed by motherhood and her current physical state
that she fakes a debilitating disease to get the attention of her skateboarding, ex-boyband member
husband Stuart. There’s the unconventional new school nurse, Peaches, on whom Stuart has an
unrequited crush, and her disappointing husband Greg, who wears noise-cancelling
headphones—everywhere. A few blocks away, Roy, a well-known, newly transplanted British
novelist, has lost the thread of his next novel and his marriage to indefatigable Wendy. Around the
corner, Tupper, the nervous, introverted industrial designer with a warehouse full of prosthetic
limbs struggles to pin down his elusive artist wife Elizabeth. Throw in two hormonal teenagers, a
ten-year-old pyromaniac, a drug dealer pretending to be a doctor, and a lot of hidden cameras, and
you’ve got a combustible mix of egos, desires, and secrets bubbling in brownstone Brooklyn.
“Breezy, witty, and compulsively fun to read” (Kirkus Reviews), Cobble Hill is highly entertaining
portrait of contemporary family life and the colorful characters who call Brooklyn home.
  all literature is gossip: Whoever You Are Mem Fox, 2007 Despite the differences between
children around the world, there are similarities that join us together, such as pain, joy, and love.
Inside they are the same.
  all literature is gossip: Gossip Girl: It Had to Be You Cecily von Ziegesar, 2007-10-02 Welcome
to New York City's Upper East Side, where my friends and I live in luxe Fifth Avenue apartments and
attend Manhattan's most exclusive private schools. We're smart, we've inherited classic good looks,
we wear fantastic clothes, and we know how to party. We can't help it-we were born this way. Our
story begins with three inseparable, completely gorgeous fifteen-year-olds, Serena van der Woodsen,
Blair Waldorf, and Nate Archibald. Blair's loved Nate and his glittering green eyes since she was in
Bonpoint onesies. Too bad Nate wishes Blair's beautiful best friend, Serena, was the one with the
crush. And Serena has a secret she's keeping from them both. Hmmm, something tells me these best



friends may not be as close as we thought. . . . How do I know all this? Because I know
everything-and lucky for you, I can't keep a secret. So sit back while I untangle this messy little tale
and tell you how it all began. Admit it, you're already falling for me. You know you love me. gossip
girl
  all literature is gossip: Something to Talk About Meryl Wilsner, 2020-05-26 A showrunner and
her assistant give the world something to talk about when they accidentally fuel a ridiculous rumor
in this debut romance. Hollywood powerhouse Jo is photographed making her assistant Emma laugh
on the red carpet, and just like that, the tabloids declare them a couple. The so-called scandal
couldn't come at a worse time—threatening Emma's promotion and Jo's new movie. As the gossip
spreads, it starts to affect all areas of their lives. Paparazzi are following them outside the office,
coworkers are treating them differently, and a “source” is feeding information to the media. But
their only comment is “no comment”. With the launch of Jo’s film project fast approaching, the two
women begin to spend even more time together, getting along famously. Emma seems to have a
sixth sense for knowing what Jo needs. And Jo, known for being aloof and outwardly cold, opens up
to Emma in a way neither of them expects. They begin to realize the rumor might not be so off base
after all…but is acting on the spark between them worth fanning the gossip flames?
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