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Introduction: Alfred Thayer Mahan (1840-1914) remains a pivotal figure in understanding
the trajectory of US history, particularly its rise to global power in the late 19th and early
20th centuries. Understanding the "Alfred T. Mahan definition in US history" necessitates
examining his core tenets, their impact on American policy, and the lasting debates his
ideas ignited. This essay will explore Mahan’s influential work, The Influence of Sea Power
Upon History, 1660–1783, and its enduring legacy, acknowledging both the opportunities
and challenges his theories presented.

H1: Mahan's Core Arguments: The Essence of Sea Power

The "Alfred T. Mahan definition in US history" centers on his assertion that control of the
seas is paramount to national greatness and global influence. Mahan argued that a nation's
prosperity and security were inextricably linked to its naval power. His analysis, rooted in
historical examples ranging from ancient Rome to 18th-century Britain, emphasized several
key elements:

Control of sea lanes: Mahan stressed the vital importance of controlling strategic waterways
for trade, communication, and projecting power. He argued that a nation with a strong navy
could secure its trade routes, protect its colonies, and disrupt those of its rivals.
Naval bases: The establishment of strategically located naval bases around the globe was
crucial for maintaining a powerful navy and projecting power effectively. These bases
provided essential logistical support, repair facilities, and coaling stations.
A large and powerful fleet: Mahan advocated for a large, modern, and technologically
advanced navy capable of confronting any potential adversary. He believed that a powerful
fleet was the cornerstone of sea power and a key determinant of national strength.
National unity and purpose: Mahan emphasized the importance of national unity and a
shared sense of purpose in supporting a strong navy. He argued that a nation's resolve and
commitment to its naval ambitions were essential for success.



H2: The Impact of Mahanianism on US Foreign Policy

Mahan’s ideas resonated deeply within the American political and military establishment.
His writings provided a theoretical framework for justifying expansionist policies, the
construction of a powerful navy, and the acquisition of overseas territories. The "Alfred T.
Mahan definition in US history" became inextricably linked to the rise of American
imperialism.

The Spanish-American War (1898) serves as a prime example. The acquisition of territories
like Puerto Rico, Guam, and the Philippines was largely driven by a desire to secure
strategic naval bases and control vital sea lanes in the Pacific and Caribbean. Mahan’s
emphasis on the importance of sea power directly influenced the decisions of policymakers
and military strategists. The construction of the Panama Canal, another key element in
controlling sea lanes, also bears the imprint of Mahanian thought.

H3: Challenges and Critiques of Mahanianism

Despite its influence, the "Alfred T. Mahan definition in US history" faced significant
criticism. Critics argued that Mahan overemphasized the role of naval power while
neglecting other crucial factors like economic strength, diplomacy, and land-based military
might. His focus on power projection and control often overlooked the human costs of
imperialism and the ethical implications of military expansion.

Furthermore, the emphasis on naval power as the sole determinant of national greatness
fostered a narrow and potentially dangerous worldview. It contributed to a tendency
towards military interventionism and a disregard for the complexities of international
relations. The rise of air power and the development of nuclear weapons further challenged
the centrality of naval power in the 20th century.

H4: The Enduring Legacy of Alfred T. Mahan

Despite the criticisms, the "Alfred T. Mahan definition in US history" continues to hold
relevance. While the absolute dominance of naval power has diminished, the importance of
maritime security and control of sea lanes remains crucial in the 21st century. Mahan’s
insights on the strategic importance of geography, logistics, and the role of naval power in
shaping international relations continue to inform discussions about national security and
foreign policy. His work serves as a cautionary tale about the potential pitfalls of unchecked
military ambition, even while demonstrating the enduring importance of strategic foresight
in maintaining national interests.

Conclusion:

The "Alfred T. Mahan definition in US history" is multifaceted and complex. While his
emphasis on sea power undeniably influenced the trajectory of American foreign policy and
contributed to its rise as a global power, his theories were not without flaws. Understanding
Mahan's work requires a nuanced assessment of both his contributions and limitations. His
legacy remains a subject of ongoing scholarly debate and serves as a critical lens through
which to examine the historical relationship between naval power, national security, and
the complexities of global politics. His insights, while potentially prone to misinterpretation
and abuse, continue to resonate in contemporary discussions of geopolitics and strategic



thinking.

FAQs:

What is Mahanianism? Mahanianism refers to the strategic doctrine emphasizing the1.
importance of sea power and naval control for achieving national greatness and global
influence.

What was Mahan's main work? His most influential work is The Influence of Sea Power1.
Upon History, 1660–1783.

How did Mahan influence the Spanish-American War? His ideas provided a justification1.
for US intervention and the acquisition of overseas territories.

What are the criticisms of Mahan's theories? Critics argue he overemphasized naval1.
power, neglecting other factors and the ethical implications of imperialism.

Is Mahan's work still relevant today? While the absolute dominance of naval power has1.
lessened, the importance of maritime security and control of sea lanes remains
relevant.

How did Mahan's ideas impact the construction of the Panama Canal? The canal's1.
construction was directly influenced by the desire to control vital sea lanes, aligning
with Mahan's strategic thinking.

What is the connection between Mahanianism and American imperialism?1.
Mahanianism provided an ideological framework for justifying American expansionist
policies in the late 19th and early 20th centuries.

Did Mahan advocate for aggressive military expansion? While not explicitly advocating1.
for aggression, his focus on sea power and its necessity for national dominance could



be interpreted as promoting expansionist policies.

What other factors besides sea power influenced US foreign policy during this period?1.
Economic interests, technological advancements, and ideological factors also played
significant roles.
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continuing relevance of Mahan's ideas in contemporary naval doctrine.

"Mahan and the Rise of Global Power": An exploration of the connection between1.
Mahan's ideas and the United States' ascent to global power.



"The Ethical Implications of Mahanianism": An analysis of the ethical dimensions of1.
Mahan's strategic doctrine.

"Comparing Mahanianism with Alternative Theories of Naval Strategy": A comparative1.
study of Mahanianism and other approaches to naval strategy.
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  alfred t mahan definition us history: The Influence of Sea Power Upon History,
1660-1783 Alfred Thayer Mahan, 1890
  alfred t mahan definition us history: The Interest of America in Sea Power, Present and
Future Alfred Thayer Mahan, 1898
  alfred t mahan definition us history: Mahan on Naval Warfare Alfred Thayer Mahan, 1918
  alfred t mahan definition us history: Our Country Josiah Strong, 1885
  alfred t mahan definition us history: Mahan, Corbett, and the Foundations of Naval
Strategic Thought Kevin D McCranie, 2021-02-15 At the turn of the twentieth century, Alfred
Thayer Mahan and Julian Stafford Corbett emerged as foundational thinkers on naval strategy and
maritime power. Important in their lifetimes, their writings remain relevant in the contemporary
environment. The significance of Corbett and Mahan to modern naval strategy seems beyond
question, but too often their theories are simplified or used without a real understanding of their
fundamental bases.Labeling a strategy, operation, or even a navy “Mahanian” or “Corbettian” tells
very little. Mahan, Corbett, and the Foundations of Naval Strategic Thought provides an in-depth
introduction and a means to stimulate discussion about the theories of Mahan and Corbett. Although
there is no substitute for opening the actual writings of Mahan and Corbett, this requires time, not
just to read but most importantly to understand how states exploit the sea in the strategic sense.
Mahan, Corbett, and the Foundations of Naval Strategic Thought takes the reader from their grand
strategic foundations of sea power and maritime strategy, through their ideas about naval warfare
and strategy, to how Mahan and Corbett thought a navy should integrate with other instruments of
national power, and finally, to how they thought states with powerful navies win wars. This window
into naval strategy provides twenty-first-century readers an understanding of what navies can and
perhaps more importantly cannot do in the international environment.
  alfred t mahan definition us history: By More Than Providence Michael J. Green, 2017-03-21
Soon after the American Revolution, ?certain of the founders began to recognize the strategic
significance of Asia and the Pacific and the vast material and cultural resources at stake there. Over



the coming generations, the United States continued to ask how best to expand trade with the
region and whether to partner with China, at the center of the continent, or Japan, looking toward
the Pacific. Where should the United States draw its defensive line, and how should it export
democratic principles? In a history that spans the eighteenth century to the present, Michael J.
Green follows the development of U.S. strategic thinking toward East Asia, identifying recurring
themes in American statecraft that reflect the nation's political philosophy and material realities.
Drawing on archives, interviews, and his own experience in the Pentagon and White House, Green
finds one overarching concern driving U.S. policy toward East Asia: a fear that a rival power might
use the Pacific to isolate and threaten the United States and prevent the ocean from becoming a
conduit for the westward free flow of trade, values, and forward defense. By More Than Providence
works through these problems from the perspective of history's major strategists and statesmen,
from Thomas Jefferson to Alfred Thayer Mahan and Henry Kissinger. It records the fate of their
ideas as they collided with the realities of the Far East and adds clarity to America's stakes in the
region, especially when compared with those of Europe and the Middle East.
  alfred t mahan definition us history: Seapower States Andrew Lambert, 2018-11-27 “A
fascinating geopolitical chronicle . . . A superb survey of the perennial opportunities and risks in
what Herman Melville called ‘the watery part of the world.’” —The Wall Street Journal In this
volume, one of the most eminent historians of our age investigates the extraordinary success of five
small maritime states. Andrew Lambert, author of The Challenge: Britain Against America in the
Naval War of 1812—winner of the prestigious Anderson Medal—turns his attention to Athens,
Carthage, Venice, the Dutch Republic, and Britain, examining how their identities as “seapowers”
informed their actions and enabled them to achieve success disproportionate to their size. Lambert
demonstrates how creating maritime identities made these states more dynamic, open, and inclusive
than their lumbering continental rivals. Only when they forgot this aspect of their identity did these
nations begin to decline. Recognizing that the United States and China are modern naval
powers—rather than seapowers—is essential to understanding current affairs, as well as the
long-term trends in world history. This volume is a highly original “big think” analysis of five states
whose success—and eventual failure—is a subject of enduring interest, by a scholar at the top of his
game. “An intriguing series of stories of communities thinking seriously about how to stand their
own ground when outpowered, how to do so in ways that are consistent with their values, and
sometimes how to negotiate the descent from being a great power when the cards just aren’t in their
favor any more. These are timely questions.” —Times Higher Education Supplement “Lambert is,
without a doubt, the most insightful naval historian writing today.” —The Times
  alfred t mahan definition us history: First Great Triumph Warren Zimmermann, 2004-01-15
The author discusses how the lives of Theodore Roosevelt, Alfed T. Mahan, Henry Cabot Lodge, John
Hay, and Elihu Root intersected with the growth of the American imperialism that eventually made
the United States a world power.
  alfred t mahan definition us history: Small Boats and Daring Men Benjamin Armstrong,
2019-04-18 Two centuries before the daring exploits of Navy SEALs and Marine Raiders captured
the public imagination, the U.S. Navy and Marine Corps were already engaged in similarly perilous
missions: raiding pirate camps, attacking enemy ships in the dark of night, and striking enemy
facilities and resources on shore. Even John Paul Jones, father of the American navy, saw such
irregular operations as critical to naval warfare. With Jones’s own experience as a starting point,
Benjamin Armstrong sets out to take irregular naval warfare out of the shadow of the blue-water
battles that dominate naval history. This book, the first historical study of its kind, makes a
compelling case for raiding and irregular naval warfare as key elements in the story of American sea
power. Beginning with the Continental Navy, Small Boats and Daring Men traces maritime missions
through the wars of the early republic, from the coast of modern-day Libya to the rivers and inlets of
the Chesapeake Bay. At the same time, Armstrong examines the era’s conflicts with nonstate
enemies and threats to American peacetime interests along Pacific and Caribbean shores. Armstrong
brings a uniquely informed perspective to his subject; and his work—with reference to original naval



operational reports, sailors’ memoirs and diaries, and officers’ correspondence—is at once an
exciting narrative of danger and combat at sea and a thoroughgoing analysis of how these events fit
into concepts of American sea power. Offering a critical new look at the naval history of the Early
American era, this book also raises fundamental questions for naval strategy in the twenty-first
century.
  alfred t mahan definition us history: Sea Power and American Interests in the Western
Pacific David C. Gompert, 2013-04-09 This book examines the strategic choices that American and
Chinese decisionmakers face regarding sea power in the Western Pacific, shaped by geography,
history, technology, and politics. In particular, the author explores the potential for cooperation on
maritime security in the Western Pacific, and how the United States might pursue such cooperation
as part of a broader strategy to advance its interests in the region.
  alfred t mahan definition us history: Beans, Bullets, and Black Oil Worrall Reed Carter, 1953
  alfred t mahan definition us history: The Gulf and Inland Waters Alfred Thayer Mahan,
1883
  alfred t mahan definition us history: Rear Admiral Herbert V. Wiley Ernest Marshall,
2018-09-25 This book is, simultaneously, a biography of Admiral Herbert Victor Wiley and a history
of the U.S. Navy’s lighter-than-air program. As tensions rose between Japan and the U.S. over
control of East Asia and the Pacific Ocean, the prospects of war between the two nations increased.
The Navy tracked the Germans’ use of zeppelins during the First World War and saw in them an
aircraft with the potential to conduct long-range reconnaissance over the oceans – something that
could not be achieved by airplanes or surface ships. While rapid progress was being made in
manned flight, it was still young enough that the future of LTA vs. HTA flight was unknown. At the
time, however, airships had a much greater range than airplanes making them suitable for
reconnaissance. In its history, the Navy had four great airships – the U.S.S. Shenandoah, the U.S.S.
Los Angeles, the U.S.S. Akron, and the U.S.S. Macon. Wiley served on all four of these airships and
the history of these vessels is covered through the career of Wiley. Three of the airships ended in
disaster and Wiley survived the crash of two of them. The book explores in detail the events leading
to the crash of each airship through examination of the records of the Navy’s Courts of Inquiry that
investigated the cause of each crash. The book also tracks issues surrounding the use of
non-flammable helium as a lifting gas instead of highly explosive hydrogen used by the Germans.
The U.S. had a monopoly on the supply of helium. While Germany sought to purchase helium from
the U.S., the government board governing the sale of helium blocked is availability to Germany on
the basis it might be used for wartime purposes. Dr. Hugo Eckener had run the Zeppelin works in
Friedrichshaven since the end of WWI and he had a vision for LTA flight that was peaceful, including
international transoceanic passenger and freight services. The outbreak of WW II ended the
zeppeling industry and dashed all of Eckener’s dreams. Following the crash of the Macon, Wiley
returned to the surface fleet, eventually becoming Commander of Destroyer Squadron 29 in the
Asiatic Fleet shortly before the bombing of Pearl Harbor.
  alfred t mahan definition us history: The Life of Nelson Alfred Thayer Mahan, 1897
  alfred t mahan definition us history: Spec Ops William H. McRaven, 2009-02-04 Vice Adm.
William H. McRaven helped to devise the strategy for how to bring down Osama bin Laden, and
commanded the courageous U.S. military unit that carried it out on May 1, 2011, ending one of the
greatest manhunts in history. In Spec Ops, a well-organized and deeply researched study, McRaven
analyzes eight classic special operations. Six are from WWII: the German commando raid on the
Belgian fort Eben Emael (1940); the Italian torpedo attack on the Alexandria harbor (1941); the
British commando raid on Nazaire, France (1942); the German glider rescue of Benito Mussolini
(1943); the British midget-submarine attack on the Tirpitz (1943); and the U.S. Ranger rescue
mission at the Cabanatuan POW camp in the Philippines (1945). The two post-WWII examples are
the U.S. Army raid on the Son Tay POW camp in North Vietnam (1970) and the Israeli rescue of the
skyjacked hostages in Entebbe, Uganda (1976). McRaven—who commands a U.S. Navy SEAL
team—pinpoints six essential principles of “spec ops” success: simplicity, security, repetition,



surprise, speed and purpose. For each of the case studies, he provides political and military context,
a meticulous reconstruction of the mission itself and an analysis of the operation in relation to his six
principles. McRaven deems the Son Tay raid “the best modern example of a successful spec op
[which] should be considered textbook material for future missions.” His own book is an instructive
textbook that will be closely studied by students of the military arts. Maps, photos.
  alfred t mahan definition us history: American Military History Volume 1 Army Center of
Military History, 2016-06-05 American Military History provides the United States Army-in
particular, its young officers, NCOs, and cadets-with a comprehensive but brief account of its past.
The Center of Military History first published this work in 1956 as a textbook for senior ROTC
courses. Since then it has gone through a number of updates and revisions, but the primary intent
has remained the same. Support for military history education has always been a principal mission
of the Center, and this new edition of an invaluable history furthers that purpose. The history of an
active organization tends to expand rapidly as the organization grows larger and more complex. The
period since the Vietnam War, at which point the most recent edition ended, has been a significant
one for the Army, a busy period of expanding roles and missions and of fundamental organizational
changes. In particular, the explosion of missions and deployments since 11 September 2001 has
necessitated the creation of additional, open-ended chapters in the story of the U.S. Army in action.
This first volume covers the Army's history from its birth in 1775 to the eve of World War I. By 1917,
the United States was already a world power. The Army had sent large expeditionary forces beyond
the American hemisphere, and at the beginning of the new century Secretary of War Elihu Root had
proposed changes and reforms that within a generation would shape the Army of the future. But
world war-global war-was still to come. The second volume of this new edition will take up that story
and extend it into the twenty-first century and the early years of the war on terrorism and includes
an analysis of the wars in Afghanistan and Iraq up to January 2009.
  alfred t mahan definition us history: The Major Operations of the Navies in the War of
American Independence Alfred Thayer Mahan, 1913 The author states in his introduction that his
aim in issuing this volume is to bring home to American readers the vast extent of the struggle to
which our own declaration of independence was but the prelude....
  alfred t mahan definition us history: Sea Power Admiral James Stavridis, USN, 2018-06-05
From one of the most admired admirals of his generation—and the only admiral to serve as Supreme
Allied Commander at NATO—comes a remarkable voyage through all of the world’s most important
bodies of water, providing the story of naval power as a driver of human history and a crucial
element in our current geopolitical path. From the time of the Greeks and the Persians clashing in
the Mediterranean, sea power has determined world power. To an extent that is often
underappreciated, it still does. No one understands this better than Admiral Jim Stavridis. In Sea
Power, Admiral Stavridis takes us with him on a tour of the world’s oceans from the admiral’s chair,
showing us how the geography of the oceans has shaped the destiny of nations, and how naval
power has in a real sense made the world we live in today, and will shape the world we live in
tomorrow. Not least, Sea Power is marvelous naval history, giving us fresh insight into great naval
engagements from the battles of Salamis and Lepanto through to Trafalgar, the Battle of the
Atlantic, and submarine conflicts of the Cold War. It is also a keen-eyed reckoning with the likely
sites of our next major naval conflicts, particularly the Arctic Ocean, Eastern Mediterranean, and the
South China Sea. Finally, Sea Power steps back to take a holistic view of the plagues to our oceans
that are best seen that way, from piracy to pollution. When most of us look at a globe, we focus on
the shape of the of the seven continents. Admiral Stavridis sees the shapes of the seven seas. After
reading Sea Power, you will too. Not since Alfred Thayer Mahan’s legendary The Influence of Sea
Power upon History have we had such a powerful reckoning with this vital subject.
  alfred t mahan definition us history: The Geographical Pivot of History Halford John
Mackinder, 1904
  alfred t mahan definition us history: Sir John Fisher's Naval Revolution Nicholas A. Lambert,
2002 This volume explores the intrigue and negotiations between the Admiralty and domestic



politicians and social reformers before World War I. It also explains how Britain's naval leaders
responded to non-military, cultural challenges under the direction of Adimiral Sir John Fisher.
  alfred t mahan definition us history: The True Flag Stephen Kinzer, 2017-01-24 The public
debate over American interventionism at the dawn of the 20th century is vividly brought to life in
this “engaging, well-focused history” (Kirkus, starred review).
  alfred t mahan definition us history: On War Carl von Clausewitz, 1908
  alfred t mahan definition us history: The Chinese Navy Institute for National Strategic
Studies, 2011-12-27 Tells the story of the growing Chinese Navy - The People's Liberation Army
Navy (PLAN) - and its expanding capabilities, evolving roles and military implications for the USA.
Divided into four thematic sections, this special collection of essays surveys and analyzes the most
important aspects of China's navel modernization.
  alfred t mahan definition us history: Six Frigates: The Epic History of the Founding of
the U.S. Navy Ian W. Toll, 2008-02-26 From the decision to build six heavy frigates through the
cliffhanger campaign against Tripoli to the war that shook the world in 1812, Toll tells the grand tale
of the founding of the U.S. Navy.
  alfred t mahan definition us history: The US Air Force after Vietnam : postwar
challenges and potential for responses Donald J. Mrozek, 2001 This book probes various groups
of Americans as they come to grips with the consequences of the Vietnam War. Dr. Mrozek examines
several areas of concern facing the United States Air Force, and the other services in varying
degrees, in the years after Vietnam.
  alfred t mahan definition us history: The Noncommissioned Officer and Petty Officer
Department of Defense, National Defense University Press, 2020-02-10 The Noncommissioned
Officer and Petty Officer BACKBONE of the Armed Forces. Introduction The Backbone of the Armed
Forces To be a member of the United States Armed Forces--to wear the uniform of the Nation and
the stripes, chevrons, or anchors of the military Services--is to continue a legacy of service, honor,
and patriotism that transcends generations. Answering the call to serve is to join the long line of
selfless patriots who make up the Profession of Arms. This profession does not belong solely to the
United States. It stretches across borders and time to encompass a culture of service, expertise, and,
in most cases, patriotism. Today, the Nation's young men and women voluntarily take an oath to
support and defend the Constitution of the United States and fall into formation with other proud
and determined individuals who have answered the call to defend freedom. This splendid legacy,
forged in crisis and enriched during times of peace, is deeply rooted in a time-tested warrior ethos.
It is inspired by the notion of contributing to something larger, deeper, and more profound than
one's own self. Notice: This is a printed Paperback version of the The Noncommissioned Officer and
Petty Officer BACKBONE of the Armed Forces. Full version, All Chapters included. This publication
is available (Electronic version) in the official website of the National Defense University (NDU).
This document is properly formatted and printed as a perfect sized copy 6x9.
  alfred t mahan definition us history: Some Principles of Maritime Strategy Julian Stafford
Corbett, 2018-09-20 Reproduction of the original: Some Principles of Maritime Strategy by Julian
Stafford Corbett
  alfred t mahan definition us history: The Role of Experimentation in Building Future
Naval Forces National Research Council, Division on Engineering and Physical Sciences, Naval
Studies Board, Committee for the Role of Experimentation in Building Future Naval Forces,
2004-12-08 The Department of Defense is in the process of transforming the nation's armed forces to
meet the military challenges of the 21st century. Currently, the opportunity exists to carry out
experiments at individual and joint service levels to facilitate this transformation. Experimentation,
which involves a spectrum of activities including analyses, war games, modeling and simulation,
small focused experiments, and large field events among other things, provides the means to
enhance naval and joint force development. To assist the Navy in this effort, the Chief of Naval
Operations (CNO) asked the National Research Council (NRC) to conduct a study to examine the
role of experimentation in building future naval forces to operate in the joint environment. The NRC



formed the Committee for the Role of Experimentation in Building Future Naval Forces to perform
the study.
  alfred t mahan definition us history: America, Sea Power, and the World James C. Bradford,
John F. Bradford, 2022-11-29 The gold standard in college-level American naval history texts, edited
by the foremost scholar in the field In the newly revised second edition of America, Sea Power and
the World, a team of distinguished researchers delivers an extensive and authoritative survey of
American naval history, the place of the United States in world affairs, and the role of that country’s
naval forces during peacetime and wartime. Each chapter contains a comprehensive analysis of its
subject as well as brief sidebars describing a key weapon or technological development of the era
and a short biographical sketch of an influential leader or representative of the navy from that era.
The book offers extensive illustration and maps and a throughgoing emphasis on naval policy,
strategy, roles, and missions, with careful attention paid to naval operations. These factors given
greater focus than the descriptions of battle tactics found in other texts. Readers will also find: A
thorough introduction to sea power and the modern state system, as well as the American War for
Independence at sea Comprehensive explorations of the genesis of the United States Navy from
1785 to 1806 Practical discussions of the Naval War of 1812 and the Confirmation of Independence
from 1807 to 1815 and the Squadron Navy as an agent of the commercial empire until 1890 Fulsome
treatments of the Second World War in the Atlantic, Mediterranean, and the Pacific, including
defensive actions in the Pacific from 1937 to 1943 and offensive actions from 1943 to 1944. New
chapters exclusive to the 2nd edition focused on the history of African Americans and women in the
US Navy, the development of joint operations and unified command, and the naval history of the last
two decades. Perfect for undergraduate students taking courses on the naval history of the United
States, America, Sea Power and the World, Second Edition will also earn a place in the libraries of
members of the general public interested in naval and military history.
  alfred t mahan definition us history: The Influence of Sea Power Upon History Alfred
Thayer Mahan, 2017-03-13 The Influence of Sea Power Upon History: 1660-1783 is a history of naval
warfare published in 1890 by Alfred Thayer Mahan. It details the role of sea power during the
seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, and discusses the various factors needed to support and
achieve sea power, with emphasis on having the largest and most powerful fleet. Scholars consider it
the single most influential book in naval strategy. Its policies were quickly adopted by most major
navies, ultimately leading to the World War I naval arms race.Mahan formulated his concept of sea
power while reading a history book in Lima, Peru.[5][6] The book was published by Mahan while
president of the US Naval War College, and was a culmination of his ideas regarding naval warfare.
Mahan began the book with an examination of what factors lead to a supremacy of the seas,
especially how Great Britain was able to rise to its near dominance. He identifies such features as
geography, population, and government, and expands the definition of sea power as comprising a
strong navy and commercial fleet. Mahan also promotes the belief that any army would succumb to a
strong naval blockade. The book then goes on to describe a series of European and American wars
and how naval power was used in each.... Alfred Thayer Mahan (September 27, 1840 - December 1,
1914) was a United States naval officer and historian, whom John Keegan called the most important
American strategist of the nineteenth century.[1] His book the The Influence of Sea Power Upon
History, 1660-1783 (1890) won immediate recognition, especially in Europe, and with its successor,
The Influence of Sea Power Upon the French Revolution and Empire, 1793-1812 (1892), made him
world-famous and perhaps the most influential American author of the nineteenth century.
  alfred t mahan definition us history: Toward a Theory of Spacepower: Selected Essays ,
2011
  alfred t mahan definition us history: Winning a Future War Norman Friedman, Naval History
and Heritage Command, U. S. Department Of The Navy, 2019-02 To win in the Pacific during World
War II, the U.S. Navy had to transform itself technically, tactically, and strategically. It had to create
a fleet capable of the unprecedented feat of fighting and winning far from home, without existing
bases, in the face of an enemy with numerous bases fighting in his own waters. Much of the credit



for the transformation should go to the war gaming conducted at the U.S. Naval War College.
Conversely, as we face further demands for transformation, the inter-war experience at the War
College offers valuable guidance as to what works, and why, and how.
  alfred t mahan definition us history: The Influence of Sea Power Upon the French
Revolution and Empire, 1793-1812; Volume 1 Alfred Thayer Mahan, 2018-10-09 This work has
been selected by scholars as being culturally important and is part of the knowledge base of
civilization as we know it. This work is in the public domain in the United States of America, and
possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no
entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work. Scholars believe, and we
concur, that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made generally
available to the public. To ensure a quality reading experience, this work has been proofread and
republished using a format that seamlessly blends the original graphical elements with text in an
easy-to-read typeface. We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank you for
being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.
  alfred t mahan definition us history: The U.S. Naval Institute on Naval Strategy Thomas J
Cutler, 2015-09-15 In the U.S. Navy, “Wheel Books” were once found in the uniform pockets of every
junior and many senior petty officers. Each small notebook was unique to the Sailor carrying it, but
all had in common a collection of data and wisdom that the individual deemed useful in the effective
execution of his or her duties. Often used as a substitute for experience among neophytes and as a
portable library of reference information for more experienced personnel, those weathered pages
contained everything from the time of the next tide, to leadership hints from a respected chief petty
officer, to the color coding of the phone-and-distance line used in underway replenishments. In that
same tradition, the new Naval Institute Wheel Books will provide supplemental information,
pragmatic advice, and cogent analysis on topics important to all naval professionals. Drawn from the
U.S. Naval Institute’s vast archives, the series will combine articles from the Institute’s flagship
publication Proceedings, selections from the oral history collection and from Naval Institute Press
books to create unique guides on a wide array of fundamental professional subjects. Strategy is
described by the Dictionary of Modern Strategy and Tactics as having “a permanent nature, but an
ever-changing character.” For more than a century, both the nature and the character of this
essential discipline have been explored in depth by contributors to the Naval Institute’s magazines,
books, and oral histories. Drawing from those powerful resources, this collection makes clear why
naval strategy has always straddled the boundaries between art and science and why its study and
employment are essential components of the sea service profession.
  alfred t mahan definition us history: The Significance of the Frontier in American
History Frederick Jackson Turner, 2014-02-13 2014 Reprint of 1894 Edition. Full facsimile of the
original edition. The Frontier Thesis or Turner Thesis, is the argument advanced by historian
Frederick Jackson Turner in 1894 that American democracy was formed by the American Frontier.
He stressed the process-the moving frontier line-and the impact it had on pioneers going through the
process. He also stressed consequences of a ostensibly limitless frontier and that American
democracy and egalitarianism were the principle results. In Turner's thesis the American frontier
established liberty by releasing Americans from European mindsets and eroding old, dysfunctional
customs. The frontier had no need for standing armies, established churches, aristocrats or nobles,
nor for landed gentry who controlled most of the land and charged heavy rents. Frontier land was
free for the taking. Turner first announced his thesis in a paper entitled The Significance of the
Frontier in American History, delivered to the American Historical Association in 1893 in Chicago.
He won very wide acclaim among historians and intellectuals. Turner's emphasis on the importance
of the frontier in shaping American character influenced the interpretation found in thousands of
scholarly histories. By the time Turner died in 1932, 60% of the leading history departments in the
U.S. were teaching courses in frontier history along Turnerian lines.
  alfred t mahan definition us history: Great White Fleet to Coral Sea Russell Parkin, 2008
  alfred t mahan definition us history: A Century of U.S. Naval Intelligence Wyman H.



Packard, Naval Historical Center, 2010-12-01 Reprint of this scarce joint 1996 publication by the
U.S. Naval Historical Center and the Office of Naval Intelligence. This comprehensive reference
work is intended to provide intelligence professionals, scholars, and the general public with a
detailed, topical accounting of the long and varied activities of U.S. Naval Intelligence. ill.
  alfred t mahan definition us history: Naval Science 2 Richard R. Hobbs, 2006-05 A
Textbook on Maritime History, Leadership, and Nautical Sciences for the NJROTC Student
  alfred t mahan definition us history: Admiral Arleigh Burke Elmer Belmont Potter, 2005
Arleigh Burke is considered the father of the modern U.S. Navy to many. Sea warrior, strategist, and
unparalleled service leader, Burke had an impact on the course of naval warfare that is still felt
today. This biography by noted historian E.B. Potter follows Burke's distinguished career from his
early days at the Naval Academy through the dramatic destroyer operations in the Solomons, where
he earned his nickname 31-Knot Burke, to his participation in the crucial carrier operations of World
War II. The author also fully examines Burke's postwar service as a United Nations delegate to the
Korean truce talks and his unprecedented six-year tenure as chief of naval operations from 1955 to
1961, where he was a strong advocate of carrier aviation, nuclear propulsion, and a major force in
developing the Navy's Polaris missile program. Awarded the Medal of Freedom, the nation's highest
civilian honor, in 1977, he became the first living U.S. naval officer to have a class of ship named
after him--the Arleigh Burke guided missile destroyers. Now available in paperback for the first time,
this definitive 1990 biography is a worthy tribute to a great naval hero.
  alfred t mahan definition us history: Strategy and Command Louis Morton, 2015-07-11 For
the United States, full involvement in World War II began and ended in the Pacific Ocean. Although
the accepted grand strategy of the war was the defeat of Germany first, the sweep of Japanese
victory in the weeks and months after Pearl Harbor impelled the United States to move as rapidly as
it could to stem the enemy tide of conquest in the Pacific. Shocked as they were by the initial attack,
the American people were also united in their determination to defeat Japan, and the Pacific war
became peculiarly their own affair. In this great theater it was the United States that ran the war,
and had the determining voice in answering questions of strategy and command as they arose. The
natural environment made the prosecution of war in the Pacific of necessity an interservice effort,
and any real account of it must, as this work does, take into full account the views and actions of the
Navy as well as those of the Army and its Air Forces. These are the factors-a predominantly
American theater of war covering nearly one-third the globe, and a joint conduct of war by land, sea,
and air on the largest scale in American history-that make this volume on the Pacific war of
particular significance today. It is the capstone of the eleven volumes published or being published
in the Army's World War II series that deal with military operations in the Pacific area, and it is one
that should command wide attention from the thoughtful public as well as the military reader in
these days of global tension.
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