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Summary: This guide provides a comprehensive overview of Alexis de Tocqueville's life, works, and
enduring legacy. It explores his intellectual formation, his observations on American democracy, his
analysis of the French Revolution and its consequences, and the continued relevance of his insights for
understanding contemporary political and social issues. The guide also addresses common misconceptions
about Tocqueville's work and highlights best practices for studying his writings.

Alexis de Tocqueville's Life and Times: A Biographical Overview1.

Alexis de Tocqueville (1805-1859) was a French aristocrat and political thinker who lived through a period
of immense social and political upheaval. His early life was shaped by the aftermath of the French
Revolution and the rise of Napoleon. This tumultuous background profoundly influenced his intellectual
development and his commitment to understanding the dynamics of social change and the nature of
democracy. His privileged upbringing provided him with access to influential figures and networks that
facilitated his later career. Understanding Alexis de Tocqueville's history requires understanding the



specific socio-political climate of his time.

Democracy in America: A Landmark Study1.

Tocqueville's magnum opus, Democracy in America (1835, 1840), remains a cornerstone of political science
and sociology. Commissioned to study the American penal system, Tocqueville instead produced a
penetrating analysis of American society and its democratic institutions. His insights into the strengths and
weaknesses of democracy, the potential for tyranny of the majority, the role of civil society, and the
importance of individual liberty continue to resonate today. Analyzing Alexis de Tocqueville's history
necessitates a deep engagement with this seminal work.

The Ancien Régime and the French Revolution: Tocqueville's Historical Analysis1.

Beyond Democracy in America, Tocqueville’s The Old Regime and the Revolution (1856) offers a critical
examination of the French Revolution and its roots in the Ancien Régime. This work challenges simplistic
narratives of the revolution and provides a nuanced account of the social, economic, and political factors that
contributed to its outbreak. This book further solidifies Alexis de Tocqueville's history as a crucial
contribution to understanding the origins of modern democratic thought.

Tocqueville's Methodology and Key Concepts1.

Understanding Tocqueville's historical analysis requires engaging with his methodology. He employed a
comparative approach, contrasting American democracy with European systems, and relied heavily on
firsthand observation and empirical evidence. Key concepts in his work include "tyranny of the majority,"
"individualism," "association," and "equality." Grasping these concepts is fundamental to understanding
Alexis de Tocqueville's history and its influence.

Tocqueville's Legacy and Continued Relevance1.

Tocqueville's work remains strikingly relevant in the 21st century. His observations on the challenges of
democracy, the rise of individualism, and the potential for social fragmentation continue to resonate with
contemporary political debates. His insights on the importance of civic engagement and the role of



intermediary institutions offer valuable lessons for navigating the complexities of modern democratic
societies. The study of Alexis de Tocqueville's history thus remains indispensable for understanding
present-day challenges.

Common Pitfalls in Studying Tocqueville1.

One common pitfall is misinterpreting Tocqueville as simply pro- or anti-democracy. He was a nuanced
thinker who recognized both the strengths and dangers of democratic systems. Another pitfall is neglecting
the historical context of his work. Understanding Alexis de Tocqueville's history necessitates recognizing
the specific circumstances that shaped his observations and conclusions. Finally, failing to engage with
secondary scholarship can lead to a limited and potentially inaccurate understanding of his ideas.

Best Practices for Studying Tocqueville1.

Start by reading Democracy in America and The Old Regime and the Revolution. Consult scholarly
secondary literature to gain different perspectives on his work. Pay close attention to the historical context
of his writings. Engage critically with his ideas, considering both their strengths and limitations.
Understanding Alexis de Tocqueville's history requires an interdisciplinary approach, drawing insights
from political science, sociology, history, and literary studies.

Conclusion:

Alexis de Tocqueville’s enduring influence stems from his insightful observations on democracy, his
nuanced historical analysis, and his prescient warnings about the challenges facing modern societies.
Studying Alexis de Tocqueville's history offers profound insights into the complexities of democracy and
the enduring tension between liberty and equality. His work remains a vital resource for understanding
the past and navigating the challenges of the present.

FAQs:

What is Tocqueville's most famous work? Democracy in America.1.

What were Tocqueville's main concerns regarding American democracy? The tyranny of the2.



majority and the potential for the erosion of individual liberty.

How did Tocqueville's background influence his writings? His aristocratic upbringing and3.
experience with the aftermath of the French Revolution shaped his perspectives.

What is the "tyranny of the majority"? The suppression of minority rights and opinions by the4.
dominant majority.

What role did civil society play in Tocqueville's analysis? He emphasized its crucial role in5.
mitigating the potential dangers of democracy.

What is the significance of The Old Regime and the Revolution? It provides a crucial historical6.
context for understanding the French Revolution.

How does Tocqueville's work compare to other 19th-century political thinkers? His work offers7.
unique insights compared to thinkers like Mill or Marx, emphasizing the social and cultural
dimensions of democracy.

What are some of the criticisms of Tocqueville's work? Some criticize his limited attention to the role8.
of race and slavery in American society.

Why is Tocqueville still relevant today? His observations on the challenges of democracy,9.
individualism, and social fragmentation are profoundly relevant to contemporary issues.

Related Articles:

Tocqueville's Concept of Individualism: An exploration of Tocqueville's definition and analysis of1.
individualism and its implications for democratic societies.

The Tyranny of the Majority in Tocqueville's Thought: A deep dive into this key concept and its2.
continued relevance.

Tocqueville and the American Exceptionalism Debate: Examining Tocqueville's contributions to this3.
ongoing discussion.

Tocqueville's Influence on Contemporary Political Thought: An analysis of Tocqueville's lasting4.
impact on modern political science.

A Comparative Study of Tocqueville and Marx: A comparison of their approaches to understanding5.
social and political change.



Tocqueville's Observations on Religion in America: An exploration of his insights into the role of6.
religion in American society.

The Impact of The Old Regime and the Revolution on Historical Scholarship: An evaluation of its7.
influence on subsequent historical interpretations.

Tocqueville and the Rise of Civil Society: A focus on his understanding of the role of voluntary8.
associations.

Alexis de Tocqueville's Literary Style and its Impact: An analysis of his writing style and how it9.
enhances his arguments.

  alexis de tocqueville history: Tocqueville Andre Jardin, 1989-11 In the first full-scale
biography of Tocqueville after his death. Andre Jardin condensed the vast array of information on
this intriguing figure into an indispensable resource. Tocqueville: A Biography provides an insightful
account that explores the complex factors that shaped Tocqueville's writing, opinions, political
career, and personal life. Copyright © Libri GmbH. All rights reserved.
  alexis de tocqueville history: The Old Regime and the Revolution Alexis de Tocqueville, 1856
  alexis de tocqueville history: Alexis de Tocqueville Joseph Epstein, 2006-11-07 Alexis de
Tocqueville was among the first foreigners to recognize and trumpet the grandness of the American
project. His two-volume classic, Democracy in America, published in 1835, not only offered a vivid
account of what was then a new nation but famously predicted what that nation would become. His
startling prescience, as well as the endurance of his political ideas, has firmly established
Tocqueville's place in American history; his chronicle of our infancy is a fixture on every American
history syllabus. Nearly all of his clairvoyant predictions about American political life, from the
influence of Evangelical Christianity to the advent of our consumer society, have come true—and on
the schedule he set. Yet in his own time, Tocqueville had little evidence for the truth of his ideas.
Introspective, sickly, prone to self-doubt, he was an unlikely visionary. Joseph Epstein, America's
most versatile essayist, proves an ideal guide to his predecessor. In wry, elegant prose, he engages
Tocqueville's intellectual contributions, illuminates the development of his thought, and provides a
referendum on his various prophecies. (His record was far from perfect—he thought the federal
government would wither away as the states rose in power.) Alexis de Tocqueville: Democracy's
Guide is an altogether human portrait of the Frenchman who would become an American icon.
  alexis de tocqueville history: Alexis de Tocqueville Hugh Brogan, Denis Hugh Vercingetorix
Brogan, 2007-01-01 A comprehensive portrait of the great French political thinker explores his life,
work, travels in the United States, and writing of Democracy in America.
  alexis de tocqueville history: Nature and History in American Political Development James W.
Ceaser, Jack N. Rakove, Nancy L. Rosenblum, Rogers M. Smith, 2006-03-31 In this inaugural volume
of the Alexis de Tocqueville Lectures, Ceaser traces how certain “foundational” ideas—including
nature, history, and religion—have been understood and used over the course of American history.
Three commentators challenge his arguments, and a spirited debate about large and enduring
questions in American politics ensues.
  alexis de tocqueville history: Recollections Alexis de Tocqueville, 2016-12-14 Alexis de
Tocqueville’s Souvenirs was his extraordinarily lucid and trenchant analysis of the 1848 revolution in
France. Despite its bravura passages and stylistic flourishes, however, it was not intended for



publication. Written just before Louis-Napoléon Bonaparte’s 1851 coup prompted the great theorist
of democracy to retire from political life, it was initially conceived simply as an exercise in candid
personal reflection. In Recollections: The French Revolution of 1848 and Its Aftermath, renowned
historian Olivier Zunz and award-winning translator Arthur Goldhammer offer an entirely new
translation of Tocqueville’s compelling book. The book has an interesting publishing history. Yielding
to pressure from friends, Tocqueville finally approved its publication, although only after those
portrayed in the work—most, unflatteringly—had died. After Tocqueville’s death, his grandnephew
published a redacted version, but it was not until 1942 that French editors restored the potentially
offensive passages. Goldhammer’s is the first English translation to do justice to Tocqueville’s
original uncensored masterpiece of analytical description, stylistic subtlety, vivid social panorama,
and incisive critique of political blundering and cowardice. Zunz’s introduction—and his addition of
several of Tocqueville’s ancillary speeches, occasional texts, and letters—round out a unique volume
that significantly enhances our understanding of the revolutionary period and Tocqueville’s role in it.
In this new edition, Zunz highlights the persistent influence of the United States on the life and work
of a man who tirelessly, albeit futilely, promoted the American model of government for the New
French Republic.
  alexis de tocqueville history: Democracy in America Alexis de Tocqueville, 2008-08-08 This
new edition of Democracy in America makes Tocqueville’s classic nineteenth-century study of
American politics, society, and culture available — finally! — in a brief and accessible version.
Designed for instructors who are eager to teach the work but reluctant to assign all 700 plus pages,
Kammen’s careful abridgment features the most well-known chapters that by scholarly consensus
are most representative of Tocqueville’s thinking on a wide variety of issues. A comprehensive
introduction provides historical and intellectual background, traces the author’s journey in America,
helps students unpack the meaning behind key Tocquevillian concepts like individualism, equality,
and tyranny of the majority, and discusses the work’s reception and legacy. Newly translated, this
edition offers instructors a convenient and affordable option for exploring this essential work with
their students. Useful pedagogic features include a chronology, questions for consideration, a
selected bibliography, illustrations, and an index.
  alexis de tocqueville history: Alexis de Tocqueville and Gustave de Beaumont in
America Alexis de Tocqueville, Gustave de Beaumont, 2010 A selection of Tocqueville's writings on
America together with letters and sketches from his traveling companion, Gustave de Beaumont.
  alexis de tocqueville history: Democracy In America Alexis de Toqueville, 2021-01-08
Democracy in America is a classic French text by Alexis de Tocqueville. Its title translates as On
Democracy in America, but English translations are usually simply entitled Democracy in America.
In the book, Tocqueville examines the democratic revolution that he believed had been occurring
over the previous several hundred years.
  alexis de tocqueville history: The Recollections of Alexis de Tocqueville Alexis de Tocqueville,
2016-02-20 Alexis de Tocqueville's Democracy in America is perhaps the most famous analysis of the
social and political structure of the United States in the early 19th century. As a contemporary of the
Founding Fathers and a detached objective observer, de Tocqueville is one of the most important
political scientists to write about America, and many of his observations on issues like slavery would
prove particularly prescient. As a result, his seminal work is still considered a must read for anyone
interested in American history.
  alexis de tocqueville history: Alexis de Tocqueville: Democracy in America (LOA #147) Alexis
de Tocqueville, 2004-02-09 An exclusive new translation of the most perceptive and influential book
ever written about American politics and society—“the bible on democracy” (The Texas Observer)
Alexis de Tocqueville, a young aristocratic French lawyer, came to the United States in 1831 to
study its penitentiary systems. His nine-month visit and subsequent reading and reflection resulted
in this landmark masterpiece of political observation and analysis. In Democracy in America,
Tocqueville vividly describes the unprecedented social equality he found in America and explores its
implications for European society in the emerging modern era. His book provides enduring insight



into the political consequences of widespread property ownership, the potential dangers to liberty
inherent in majority rule, the vital role of religion in American life, and the importance of civil
institutions in an individualistic culture dominated by the pursuit of material self-interest. He also
probes the deep differences between the free and slave states, writing prophetically of racism,
bigotry, and prejudice in the United States. Brought to life by Arthur Goldhammer’s clear, fluid, and
vigorous translation, this volume of Democracy in America is the first to fully capture Tocqueville’s
achievements both as an accomplished literary stylist and as a profound political thinker.
  alexis de tocqueville history: The Man Who Understood Democracy Olivier Zunz, 2022-05-03
A definitive biography of the French aristocrat who became one of democracy’s greatest champions
In 1831, at the age of twenty-five, Alexis de Tocqueville made his fateful journey to America, where
he observed the thrilling reality of a functioning democracy. From that moment onward, the French
aristocrat would dedicate his life as a writer and politician to ending despotism in his country and
bringing it into a new age. In this authoritative and groundbreaking biography, leading Tocqueville
expert Olivier Zunz tells the story of a radical thinker who, uniquely charged by the events of his
time, both in America and France, used the world as a laboratory for his political ideas. Placing
Tocqueville’s dedication to achieving a new kind of democracy at the center of his life and work,
Zunz traces Tocqueville’s evolution into a passionate student and practitioner of liberal politics
across a trove of correspondence with intellectuals, politicians, constituents, family members, and
friends. While taking seriously Tocqueville’s attempts to apply the lessons of Democracy in America
to French politics, Zunz shows that the United States, and not only France, remained central to
Tocqueville’s thought and actions throughout his life. In his final years, with France gripped by an
authoritarian regime and America divided by slavery, Tocqueville feared that the democratic
experiment might be failing. Yet his passion for democracy never weakened. Giving equal attention
to the French and American sources of Tocqueville’s unique blend of political philosophy and
political action, The Man Who Understood Democracy offers the richest, most nuanced portrait yet
of a man who, born between the worlds of aristocracy and democracy, fought tirelessly for the only
system that he believed could provide both liberty and equality.
  alexis de tocqueville history: Writings on Empire and Slavery Alexis de Tocqueville, 2001 In
Writings on Empire and Slavery, Jennifer Pitts has selected and translated nine of his most
important dispatches on Algeria, which offer startling new insights into both Tocqueville's political
thought and French liberalism's attitudes toward the political, military, and moral aspects of
France's colonial expansion.
  alexis de tocqueville history: American Institutions and Their Influence Alexis de Tocqueville,
1854
  alexis de tocqueville history: Individual Choice and the Structures of History Harvey
Mitchell, 2006-02-13 Alexis de Tocqueville is recognized as one of the most important
nineteenth-century historians. In this perceptive study, Harvey Mitchell examines afresh
Tocqueville's works, including the Souvenirs of 1848 and his voluminous correspondence, to shed
new light on his philosophy of history. Tocqueville's concern with historical forces and individual
choice emerge as central to his work. Professor Mitchell reveals in Tocqueville a unity of thought
and a deep involvement with the philosophical questions raised by historical continuity and change.
  alexis de tocqueville history: Alexis de Tocqueville and American Intellectuals Matthew J.
Mancini, 2006 Comprehensive in its chronology, the works it discusses, and the commentators it
critically examines, Alexis de Tocqueville and American Intellectuals tells the surprising story of
Tocqueville's reception in American thought and culture from the time of his 1831 visit to the United
States to the turn of the twenty-first century.
  alexis de tocqueville history: On the Penitentiary System in the United States Gustave de
Beaumont, Alexis de Tocqueville, 1833
  alexis de tocqueville history: Democracy in America Alexis De Tocqueville, 2009-01-01
Alexis de Tocqueville's Democracy in America (De la démocratie en Amérique) is a classic text
detailing the United States of the 1830s, showing a primarily favorable view by Tocqueville as he



compares it to his native France. Considered to be an important account of the U.S. democratic
system, it has become a classic work in the fields of political science and history. It quickly became
popular in both the United States and Europe. Democracy in America was first published as two
volumes, one in 1835 and the other in 1840; both are included in this edition.
  alexis de tocqueville history: Black April George Veith, 2013-09-17 The defeat of South
Vietnam was arguably America’s worst foreign policy disaster of the 20th Century. Yet a complete
understanding of the endgame—from the 27 January 1973 signing of the Paris Peace Accords to
South Vietnam’s surrender on 30 April 1975—has eluded us. Black April addresses that deficit. A
culmination of exhaustive research in three distinct areas: primary source documents from American
archives, North Vietnamese publications containing primary and secondary source material, and
dozens of articles and numerous interviews with key South Vietnamese participants, this book
represents one of the largest Vietnamese translation projects ever accomplished, including almost
one hundred rarely or never seen before North Vietnamese unit histories, battle studies, and
memoirs. Most important, to celebrate the 30th Anniversary of South Vietnam’s conquest, the
leaders in Hanoi released several compendiums of formerly highly classified cables and
memorandum between the Politburo and its military commanders in the south. This treasure trove of
primary source materials provides the most complete insight into North Vietnamese decision-making
ever complied. While South Vietnamese deliberations remain less clear, enough material exists to
provide a decent overview. Ultimately, whatever errors occurred on the American and South
Vietnamese side, the simple fact remains that the country was conquered by a North Vietnamese
military invasion despite written pledges by Hanoi’s leadership against such action. Hanoi’s
momentous choice to destroy the Paris Peace Accords and militarily end the war sent a generation of
South Vietnamese into exile, and exacerbated a societal trauma in America over our long Vietnam
involvement that reverberates to this day. How that transpired deserves deeper scrutiny.
  alexis de tocqueville history: Alexis de Tocqueville on Democracy, Revolution, and
Society Alexis de Tocqueville, 1980 Alexis de Tocqueville possessed one of the most fertile
sociological imaginations of the nineteenth century. For more than 120 years, his uncanny predictive
insight has continued to fascinate thinkers, and his writings have continued to influence our
interpretations of history and society. His analyses of many issues remain relevant to current social
and political problems. In this volume John Stone and Stephen Mennell bring together for the first
time selections from the full range of Tocqueville's writings, selections that illustrate the depth of his
insight and analysis.
  alexis de tocqueville history: The Restless Mind Peter Augustine Lawler, 1993 This book
offers the most comprehensive account yet published of Alexis de Tocqueville's extraordinary
thought and life. Peter Augustine Lawler makes clear the understanding of the human condition that
is at the foundation of Tocqueville's mixed and elusive view of human liberty.
  alexis de tocqueville history: The Art of Being Free James Poulos, 2017-01-17 Most folks
probably don't learn about Alexis de Tocqueville in school anymore, but his seminal work,
Democracy in America, is still surprisingly resonant. When he came to America in 1831 to study our
great political experiment, he reported that the main issues were: religion, money, sex, death, love,
gender inequality, work and politics. Clearly, we haven't come as far as one might hope. But it
wasn't all doom and gloom. De Tocqueville not only cataloged our problems; he also provided a
manual on how to solve them. In The Art of Being Free, journalist and scholar James Poulos parses
de Tocqueville's advice for a modern audience, showing us how to live a sane, healthy, and happy
life, regardless of the hectic world around us. Poulos dives into the original, beloved text to see what
Tocqueville would say about our relationship to technology; our methods for coping with stress; our
obsession with appearances; our workaholism; and our physical indolence. He explores how our
uniquely American malaise might be alleviated, not by the next wellness or self-help craze, but by
the kind of inner inventory-taking that has fallen out of fashion. Like Sarah Bakewell's How to Live
or Alain de Botton's How Proust Can Change Your Life, The Art of Being Free offers a vital new twist
on a collection of timeless wisdom--for Americans of all ages.--



  alexis de tocqueville history: The Strange Liberalism of Alexis de Tocqueville Roger Boesche,
2019-05-15 The Strange Liberalism of Alexis de Tocqueville places Tocqueville's political though in
the context of his time and place, and shows why his ideas defy easy classification. Responding to
the twentieth-century tendency to impose anachronistic political categories on Tocqueville, Roger
Boesche reminds us that like Stendhal, Balzac, Hugo, Lamartine, Flaubert, and other writers of his
generation, he was a nineteenth-century Frenchman reacting to contemporary French concerns,
aspirations, and anxieties.
  alexis de tocqueville history: Tocqueville in America George Wilson Pierson, 1996 Alexis de
Tocqueville and Gustave de Beaumont, traveled the breadth of America to inquire into the future of
French society as revolutionary upheaval gave way to a representative government similar to
America's. This text reconstructs from their diaries and letters and newspaper accounts their
nine-month tour and evolving analysis of American society.
  alexis de tocqueville history: From Vienna to Chicago and Back Gerald Stourzh, 2010-02-15
Spanning both the history of the modern West and his own five-decade journey as a historian, Gerald
Stourzh’s sweeping new essay collection covers the same breadth of topics that has characterized
his career—from Benjamin Franklin to Gustav Mahler, from Alexis de Tocqueville to Charles Beard,
from the notion of constitution in seventeenth-century England to the concept of neutrality in
twentieth-century Austria. This storied career brought him in the 1950s from the University of
Vienna to the University of Chicago—of which he draws a brilliant picture—and later took him to
Berlin and eventually back to Austria. One of the few prominent scholars equally at home with U.S.
history and the history of central Europe, Stourzh has informed these geographically diverse
experiences and subjects with the overarching themes of his scholarly achievement: the comparative
study of liberal constitutionalism and the struggle for equal rights at the core of Western notions of
free government. Composed between 1953 and 2005 and including a new autobiographical essay
written especially for this volume, From Vienna to Chicago and Back will delight Stourzh fans,
attract new admirers, and make an important contribution to transatlantic history.
  alexis de tocqueville history: Alexis de Tocqueville Alan S. Kahan, 2009-11-19 Alexis de
Tocqueville was the author of two masterpieces, Democracry in America and The Old Regime and
the Revolution. In this volume, Alan S. Kahan, one of the world's leading authorities on Tocqueville's
work, presents an accessible and rigorous account of the French author's ideas set in the context of
his life and times. It sets out the essential tensions and ambiguities in Tocqueville's thought and
analyzes the idea that made him such a compelling and insightful thinker.
  alexis de tocqueville history: Journey to America Alexis de Tocqueville, Jacob Peter Mayer, A.
P. Kerr, 1981-01-01 Alexis de Tocqueville (1805-1859) visited the United States in 1831 as an
assistant magistrate of the French government. His great work Democracy in America was published
in 1835. This volume contains all of the notebooks Tocqueville kept during his American journey.
  alexis de tocqueville history: The Old Regime and the Revolution Alexis de Tocqueville, 1856
  alexis de tocqueville history: Democracy in America (Volumes 1 and 2, Unabridged)
[translated by Henry Reeve with an Introduction by John Bigelow] Alexis De Tocqueville,
2016-09 In 1831, the then twenty-seven year old Alexis de Tocqueville, was sent with Gustave de
Beaumont to America by the French Government to study and make a report on the American prison
system. Over a period of nine months the two traveled all over America making notes not only on the
prison systems but on all aspects of American society and government. From these notes Tocqueville
wrote Democracy in America, an exhaustive analysis of the successes and failures of the American
form of government, a republican representative democracy. Tocqueville believed that over the past
seven hundred years the social and economic conditions of humanity were progressively becoming
more equal. The future was, in his opinion, inevitably drawing humanity towards the democratic
ideal thus diminishing the power of the aristocracy. Tocqueville's predictions of the changing nature
of human civilization seem almost clairvoyant in retrospect. First published in two volumes in 1835
and 1840, Democracy in America remains one of the most important historical documents of
America and political analysis of its form of government. This edition is printed on premium acid-free



paper, includes both unabridged volumes as translated by Henry Reeve, and an introduction by John
Bigelow.
  alexis de tocqueville history: The Recollections of Alexis de Tocqueville Alexis de
Tocqueville, 1896
  alexis de tocqueville history: Tocqueville on America After 1840 Alexis de Tocqueville,
2009-03-30 Tocqueville on America after 1840 provides access to Tocqueville's views on American
politics from 1840 to 1859, revealing his shift in thinking and growing disenchantment with America.
  alexis de tocqueville history: The Chicago Companion to Tocqueville's Democracy in
America James T. Schleifer, 2012-04-02 One of the greatest books ever to be written on the United
States, Democracy in America continues to find new readers who marvel at the lasting insights
Alexis de Tocqueville had into our nation and its political culture. The work is, however, as
challenging as it is important; its arguments can be complex and subtle, and its sheer length can
make it difficult for any reader, especially one coming to it for the first time, to grasp Tocqueville’s
meaning. The Chicago Companion to Tocqueville’s “Democracy in America” is the first book written
expressly to help general readers and students alike get the most out of this seminal work. Now
James T. Schleifer, an expert on Tocqueville, has provided the background and information readers
need in order to understand Tocqueville’s masterwork. In clear and engaging prose, Schleifer
explains why Democracy in America is so important, how it came to be written, and how different
generations of Americans have interpreted it since its publication. He also presents indispensable
insight on who Tocqueville was, his trip to America, and what he meant by equality, democracy, and
liberty. Drawing upon his intimate knowledge of Tocqueville’s papers and manuscripts, Schleifer
reveals how Tocqueville’s ideas took shape and changed even in the course of writing the book. At
the same time, Schleifer provides a detailed glossary of key terms and key passages, all
accompanied by generous citations to the relevant pages in the University of Chicago Press
Mansfield/Winthrop translation. TheChicago Companion will serve generations of readers as an
essential guide to both the man and his work.
  alexis de tocqueville history: Tocqueville and His America Arthur Kaledin, 2011
  alexis de tocqueville history: "The European Revolution" & Correspondence with
Gobineau Alexis de Tocqueville, 1974
  alexis de tocqueville history: Democracy in America; Volume 4 Alexis De Tocqueville,
2023-07-18 Democracy in America is a classic work of political science written by the French
aristocrat Alexis de Tocqueville in the early 19th century. It examines the nature of democracy in the
United States, its strengths and weaknesses, and its effects on American society and culture. The
book is a landmark in the study of democracy and remains a relevant and insightful analysis of
American political life. This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important, and is
part of the knowledge base of civilization as we know it. This work is in the public domain in the
United States of America, and possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy
and distribute this work, as no entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the
work. Scholars believe, and we concur, that this work is important enough to be preserved,
reproduced, and made generally available to the public. We appreciate your support of the
preservation process, and thank you for being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and
relevant.
  alexis de tocqueville history: Democracy in America Alexis de Tocqueville, 2010-01-18
Democracy in America-Volume 1 written by legendary author Alexis De Tocqueville is widely
considered to be one of the greatest books of all time. This great classic will surely attract a whole
new generation of readers. For many, Democracy in America-Volume 1 is required reading for
various courses and curriculums. And for others who simply enjoy reading timeless pieces of classic
literature, this gem by Alexis De Tocqueville is highly recommended. Published by Classic Books
International and beautifully produced, Democracy in America-Volume 1 would make an ideal gift
and it should be a part of everyone's personal library.
  alexis de tocqueville history: People of Paradox Michael Kammen, 2012-10-03 In this major



interpretive work Mr. Kammen argues that most attempt to understand America’s history and
culture have minimized its complexity, and he demonstrates that, from our beginnings, what has
given our culture its distinctive texture, pattern, and thrust is the dynamic interaction of the
imported and the indigenous. He shows now, during the years of colonization, especially in the
century from 1660 to 1760, many ideas and institutions were transferred virtually unchanged from
Britain, while, simultaneously, others were being transformed in the New World environment. As he
unravels the tangled origins of our “bittersweet” culture, Mr. Kammen makes us see that unresolved
contradictions in the American experience have functioned as the prime characteristic of our
national style. Puritanical and hedonistic, idealistic and materialistic, peace-loving and
war-mongering, isolationist and interventionist, consensus-minded and conflict-prone—these
opposing strands go back to the roots of our history. He pursues them down through the
seventeenth and eighteenth centuries—from the traumas of colonization and settlement through the
tensions of the American Revolution—making clear both the relevance of this early experience to
ninetieth and twentieth-century realities and the way in which America’ dualisms have endured and
accumulated to produced such dilemmas as today’s poverty amidst abundance and legitimized
lawlessness. Far from being a study in social pathology, People of Paradox is a depiction of a
complex society and am explanations of its development—a bold interpretation that gives an entirely
new perceptive to the American ethos.
  alexis de tocqueville history: Letters from America Alexis de Tocqueville, 2010 Alexis de
Tocqueville arrived in the United States for the first time in May 1831, commissioned by the French
government to study the American prison system. For the next nine months he and his companion,
Gustave de Beaumont, traveled and observed not only prisons but also the political, economic, and
social systems of the early republic. Along the way, they frequently reported back to friends and
family members in France. This book presents the first translation of the complete letters
Tocqueville wrote during that seminal journey, accompanied by excerpts from Beaumont's
correspondence that provide details or different perspectives on the places, people, and American
life and attitudes the travelers encountered. --from publisher description.
  alexis de tocqueville history: Marie Ou L'Esclavage Aux Etats-Unis Gustave De Beaumont,
2022-10-27
  alexis de tocqueville history: Tocqueville Lucien Jaume, 2013-03-21 A major intellectual
biography of Toqueville that restores democracy in America to its essential context Many American
readers like to regard Alexis de Tocqueville as an honorary American and democrat—as the young
French aristocrat who came to early America and, enthralled by what he saw, proceeded to write an
American book explaining democratic America to itself. Yet, as Lucien Jaume argues in this
acclaimed intellectual biography, Democracy in America is best understood as a French book,
written primarily for the French, and overwhelmingly concerned with France. America, Jaume says,
was merely a pretext for studying modern society and the woes of France. For Tocqueville, in short,
America was a mirror for France, a way for Tocqueville to write indirectly about his own society, to
engage French thinkers and debates, and to come to terms with France's aristocratic legacy. By
taking seriously the idea that Tocqueville's French context is essential for understanding Democracy
in America, Jaume provides a powerful and surprising new interpretation of Tocqueville's book as
well as a fresh intellectual and psychological portrait of the author. Situating Tocqueville in the
context of the crisis of authority in postrevolutionary France, Jaume shows that Tocqueville was an
ambivalent promoter of democracy, a man who tried to reconcile himself to the coming wave, but
who was also nostalgic for the aristocratic world in which he was rooted—and who believed that it
would be necessary to preserve aristocratic values in order to protect liberty under democracy.
Indeed, Jaume argues that one of Tocqueville's most important and original ideas was to recognize
that democracy posed the threat of a new and hidden form of despotism.
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