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Abstract: This article delves into the military tactics employed by Alexander
the Great, examining the innovative strategies that fueled his unprecedented
conquests across the ancient world. We will analyze both the challenges he
faced and the opportunities he seized, highlighting the crucial elements that
contributed to his legendary success. The analysis will encompass his
masterful use of combined arms, the effectiveness of his Macedonian phalanx,
and the critical role of his cavalry in achieving decisive victories.

1. Introduction: The Genesis of Alexander's Tactical
Genius

Alexander the Great's military achievements remain unparalleled in ancient
history. His conquests, spanning from Greece to India in a remarkably short
timeframe, were not solely the product of sheer ambition but also of a
sophisticated and adaptable tactical approach. Understanding Alexander the
Great's tactics requires acknowledging the military traditions he inherited -
the powerful Macedonian phalanx - and the innovative ways he refined and
adapted them to overcome diverse enemies and challenging terrains. This
article will dissect the key elements of Alexander the Great's tactics,
analyzing his strengths and weaknesses, and examining the historical context
that shaped his strategies. The study of Alexander the Great's tactics
provides invaluable insights into ancient warfare and the interplay between
military prowess, leadership, and geopolitical factors.

2. The Macedonian Phalanx: The Backbone of
Alexander's Army

The core of Alexander's army was the formidable Macedonian phalanx, a tightly
packed formation of heavily armed infantry. While inherited from his father,
Philip II, Alexander perfected its deployment and leveraged its strengths
effectively. The phalanx's effectiveness rested on its disciplined formation,
the length of the sarissa (a long pike), and the coordinated movements of its

soldiers. However, Alexander understood the limitations of the phalanx - its
vulnerability to flanking maneuvers and its difficulty traversing rugged
terrain - and countered these weaknesses through innovative tactical

adjustments. Alexander's use of the phalanx in Alexander the Great's tactics
was not static; he adapted its deployment based on the enemy and the
battlefield conditions.



3. The Crucial Role of Cavalry in Alexander's
Tactical Arsenal

Alexander recognized the crucial role of cavalry in decisive battles. His
Companion Cavalry, an elite force composed of Macedonian nobles, were
exceptionally skilled and highly mobile, forming the cutting edge of his
armies. Alexander personally led these cavalry charges, often turning the
tide of battle through swift, devastating attacks. His innovative use of
cavalry encompassed not only direct assaults but also flanking maneuvers and
strategic exploitation of enemy weaknesses, effectively supplementing the
phalanx's strengths and mitigating its vulnerabilities. Understanding the
role of the Companion Cavalry is essential to comprehending Alexander the
Great's tactics.

4. Combined Arms Warfare: Synergy and Adaptability

Alexander's tactical genius lay in his masterful application of combined arms
warfare. He seamlessly integrated the phalanx, cavalry, and light infantry
(including archers and slingers) to create a synergistic fighting force. This
integrated approach allowed him to adapt to various battlefield scenarios,
exploiting enemy weaknesses and overcoming numerical disadvantages. For
instance, the phalanx would hold the center, while the cavalry delivered
flanking attacks and light infantry harassed the enemy from afar. This
flexibility and adaptability were hallmarks of Alexander the Great's tactics.

5. Siege Warfare: Overcoming Fortified Cities

Alexander's conquests were not solely achieved through open battles. He also
demonstrated considerable skill in siege warfare, adapting his tactics to
overcome fortified cities. He employed various strategies, including siege
towers, battering rams, undermining walls, and employing psychological
warfare to break enemy morale. His ability to adapt his Alexander the Great's
tactics to siege operations highlighted his versatility and strategic
thinking.

6. Challenges and Opportunities: Adapting to Diverse
Enemies

Alexander's campaigns presented numerous challenges. He faced diverse enemies
with varying military traditions and tactics. The Persians, for example, had
a vastly different military structure compared to the Greeks. Alexander had
to adapt his Alexander the Great's tactics to counter these differences,
constantly refining his strategies to overcome novel challenges. This
adaptability, learning from each encounter, was a crucial element of his
success.

7. Leadership and Motivation: The Human Element in
Alexander's Tactics

Alexander's military success cannot be attributed solely to his tactics. His
exceptional leadership played a vital role in inspiring his troops and

fostering their loyalty. His personal courage, unwavering determination, and
ability to inspire his soldiers were as crucial as his strategic brilliance.



Alexander's leadership fostered a sense of unity and purpose within his army,
creating a cohesive force capable of achieving remarkable feats.

8. The Legacy of Alexander the Great's Tactics

Alexander's tactical innovations had a lasting impact on military history.
His masterful use of combined arms, the refinement of the phalanx, and his
emphasis on cavalry significantly influenced military thinking for centuries.
The study of Alexander the Great's tactics continues to be relevant for
military strategists and historians, offering valuable insights into
leadership, adaptability, and the effective integration of military
resources.

Conclusion

Alexander the Great's military achievements stemmed from a combination of
factors: inherited military tradition, innovative tactical adaptations,
masterful combined arms warfare, and exceptional leadership. His ability to
learn from his experiences and adapt his Alexander the Great's tactics to
diverse challenges underscored his strategic genius. The study of his
campaigns provides invaluable lessons on military strategy, leadership, and
the importance of adaptability in the face of adversity. The legacy of
Alexander the Great's tactics remains a testament to his enduring influence
on military history.

FAQs

1. What was the most significant aspect of Alexander the Great's tactics?
His masterful use of combined arms warfare, integrating infantry,
cavalry, and light troops to overcome diverse enemies and terrains.

1. How did Alexander adapt the Macedonian phalanx? He improved its
maneuverability and countered its vulnerability to flanking maneuvers by
combining it with agile cavalry units.

1. What role did cavalry play in Alexander's victories? Alexander's
Companion Cavalry, led by him personally, often delivered decisive blows
through rapid flanking maneuvers and exploitation of enemy weaknesses.

1. How did Alexander handle sieges? He employed a variety of siege
techniques, including siege towers, battering rams, and psychological
warfare, adapting his approaches based on the specific fortifications.

1. What were the limitations of Alexander's tactics? His tactics were less



effective against enemies with superior numbers and against heavily
fortified positions that could withstand prolonged sieges.

1. How important was Alexander's leadership to his success? Alexander's
leadership was crucial; his personal courage, charisma, and ability to
inspire loyalty within his army were instrumental to his victories.

1. What is the lasting legacy of Alexander's tactics? His innovative use of
combined arms, the refinement of the phalanx, and his strategic thinking
influenced military doctrines for centuries.

1. How did Alexander handle logistical challenges during his long
campaigns? Alexander's success depended heavily on efficient logistics,
including careful planning of supply lines and foraging techniques.

1. Did Alexander’s tactics always ensure victory? No, he experienced
defeats and setbacks, highlighting that tactical brilliance doesn't
guarantee success in every encounter.
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alexander the great tactics: The Army of Alexander the Great Stephen English, 2009-03-19
Alexander the Great is one of the most famous men in history, and many believe he was the greatest
military genius of all time (Julius Caesar wept at the feet of his statue in envy of his achievements).
Most of his thirteen year reign as king of Macedon was spent in hard campaigning which conquered
half the known world, during which he was never defeated in open battle and never besieged a city
he did not take. Yet, while biographies of Alexander abound, there are relatively few full-length
books dedicated to the Macedonian army which made his dazzling conquests possible and which
proved itself the most formidable machine of the age.Stephen English investigates every aspect of
the Macedonian forces, analysing the recruitment, equipment, organisation, tactics, command and
control of the fighting arms (including the famous pike phalanxes, elite Hypaspists and incomparable
Companion cavalry),Some of Alexander's most famous battles and sieges are described in detail to
show the army in action. With forensic thoroughness he draws on recent archaeological evidence
and scholarship to present a detailed portrait of the army which demonstrated a superiority over its



opponents equal to (but much longer-lasting than) that enjoyed by the German forces in the
blitzkrieg campaigns of 1939/40. Alexnader's navy is also covered.

alexander the great tactics: Alexander the Great: Lessons in Strategy David J. Lonsdale,
2007-12-10 This book offers a strategic analysis of one of the most outstanding military careers in
history, identifying the most pertinent strategic lessons from the campaigns of Alexander the Great.
David Lonsdale argues that since the core principles of strategy are eternal, the study and analysis
of historical examples have value to the modern theorist and practitioner. Furthermore, as strategy
is so complex and challenging, the remarkable career of Alexander provides the ideal opportunity to
understand best practice in strategy, as he achieved outstanding and continuous success across the
spectrum of warfare, in a variety of circumstances and environments. This book presents the
thirteen most pertinent lessons that can be learned from his campaigns, dividing them into three
categories: grand strategy, military operations, and use of force. Each of these categories provides
lessons pertinent to the modern strategic environment. Ultimately, however, the book argues that
the dominant factor in his success was Alexander himself, and that it was his own characteristics as
a strategist that allowed him to overcome the complexities of strategy and achieve his expansive
goals.

alexander the great tactics: Alexander the Great - An Illustrated Military History Nigel
Rodgers, 2011-11-01 A magnificent illustrated military history of Alexander The Great: covering the
rise of Macedonia, the battles, campaigns and tactics of Alexander, and the collapse of his vast
empire after his early death, all depicted in more than 250 pictures.

alexander the great tactics: Alexander the Great at War Ruth Sheppard, 2011-03-22
Perhaps the most famous commander of the ancient world, Alexander the Great, and his battles and
victories, never cease to fascinate those with any interest in Ancient Greece. He was aged only 20
when he became king of Macedon, but he had already begun to show the military genius that would
win him future victories against the mighty Persian Empire. In an epic campaign lasting 11 years,
Alexander traveled thousands of miles through deserts, plains and forests, fought huge battles, and
besieged many cities to become the master of a massive empire stretching from Greece to India. He
died prematurely at the age of just 33, and no man could hold together the empire he had created. A
god in his lifetime, his name is still world-famous millennia after his death. This book examines
Alexander's campaigns in detail, and his victories - and the tactics that ensured them - are explained
and described with the help of maps, illustrations and reconstructions to bring the epic career of one
of the ancient civilization's greatest generals to life.

alexander the great tactics: Alexander The Great's Art Of Strategy Partha Bose, 2004-05
An Invaluable Guide To Strategy Alexander The Great (356 323 Bc) Was Arguably The Greatest
Military Strategist, Tactician And Ruler In World History. By The Time Of His Death, Aged
Thirty-Three, His Armies Had Conquered Virtually The Entire Known World, From The Shores Of
The Mediterranean To The Foothills Of India. His Achievements Have Inspired And Influenced A
Great Number Of Past And Current Military, Political And Business Leaders. This Book Provides The
Wisdom And Secrets Of This Great Empire Builder, Demonstrating How They Can Be Applied To
Conquer Today'S Challenges. Blending Insights From His Years Of Business Experience With His
Lifelong Study Of Alexander, Partha Bose Interweaves A Gripping Biography With Compelling
Analyses Of The Strategies, Tactics And Leadership Approaches Of Successful Institutions Including
Dell, Ge, Honda, Ikea, The Harvard Law School, And The East India Company And Individuals, Such
As Elizabeth I, Winston Churchill, Abraham Lincoln, Franklin D. Roosevelt, Bernard Montgomery,
Gandhi, Jack Welch And Lou Gerstner.

alexander the great tactics: Alexander the Great Philip Freeman, 2011-10-18 In the first
authoritative biography of Alexander the Great written for a general audience in a generation,
classicist and historian Philip Freeman tells the remarkable life of the great conqueror. The
celebrated Macedonian king has been one of the most enduring figures in history. He was a general
of such skill and renown that for two thousand years other great leaders studied his strategy and
tactics, from Hannibal to Napoleon, with countless more in between. He flashed across the sky of



history like a comet, glowing brightly and burning out quickly: crowned at age nineteen, dead by
thirty-two. He established the greatest empire of the ancient world; Greek coins and statues are
found as far east as Afghanistan. Our interest in him has never faded. Alexander was born into the
royal family of Macedonia, the kingdom that would soon rule over Greece. Tutored as a boy by
Aristotle, Alexander had an inquisitive mind that would serve him well when he faced formidable
obstacles during his military campaigns. Shortly after taking command of the army, he launched an
invasion of the Persian empire, and continued his conquests as far south as the deserts of Egypt and
as far east as the mountains of present-day Pakistan and the plains of India. Alexander spent nearly
all his adult life away from his homeland, and he and his men helped spread the Greek language
throughout western Asia, where it would become the lingua franca of the ancient world. Within a
short time after Alexander’s death in Baghdad, his empire began to fracture. Best known among his
successors are the Ptolemies of Egypt, whose empire lasted until Cleopatra. In his lively and
authoritative biography of Alexander, classical scholar and historian Philip Freeman describes
Alexander’s astonishing achievements and provides insight into the mercurial character of the great
conqueror. Alexander could be petty and magnanimous, cruel and merciful, impulsive and
farsighted. Above all, he was ferociously, intensely competitive and could not tolerate losing—which
he rarely did. As Freeman explains, without Alexander, the influence of Greece on the ancient world
would surely not have been as great as it was, even if his motivation was not to spread Greek culture
for beneficial purposes but instead to unify his empire. Only a handful of people have influenced
history as Alexander did, which is why he continues to fascinate us.

alexander the great tactics: The Origins Of War Arther Ferrill, 2018-05-04 When did war
begin? Standard military accounts tend to start with the Graeco-Persian wars, laying undue
emphasis on the preeminence of Greek heavy infantry. But, as this strikingly original and
entertaining book shows, the origins of war can be traced back not to the Iron Age, or even to the
Bronze Age, but to the emergence of settled life itself nearly 10,000 years ago. The military
revolution that occurred then?the invention of major new weapons, the massive fortifications, the
creation of strategy and tactics?ultimately gave rise to the great war machines of ancient Egypt,
Assyria, and Persia that dominated the Near East until the time of Alexander the Great.It is Arther
Ferrill's thesis that in the period before Alexander there were two independent lines of military
development?a Near Eastern one culminating in the expert integration of cavalry, skirmishers, and
light infantry and a Greek one based on heavy infantry. When Philip and Alexander blended the two
traditions in their crack Macedonian army, the result was a style of warfare that continued, despite
technological changes, down to Napoleon.This newly revised edition presents detailed and copiously
illustrated accounts of all the major battles on land and sea up to the fourth century b.c., analyzes
weapons from the sling to the catapult, and discusses ancient strategy and tactics, making this a
book for armchair historians everywhere.

alexander the great tactics: Alexander the Great Thomas R. Martin, Christopher W.
Blackwell, 2012-09-28 This book explains what made Alexander 'Great' according to the people and
expectations of his time and place.

alexander the great tactics: Alexander the Great and the Logistics of the Macedonian Army
Donald W. Engels, 1978 The most important work on Alexander the Great to appear in a long time.
Engels uses all the archaeological work done in Asia in the past generation and makes it accessible.
Careful analysis of terrain, climate, and supply requirements are throughout combined in a fashion
to help account for Alexander's strategic decision in the light of the options open to him. The chief
merit of this splendid book is the way in which it brings an ancient army to life, as it really was and
moved: the hours it took for simple operations of washing and cooking and feeding animals; the train
of noncombatants moving with the army--New York Review of Books.

alexander the great tactics: The 33 Strategies Of War Robert Greene, 2010-09-03 The third
in Robert Greene's bestselling series is now available in a pocket sized concise edition. Following 48
Laws of Power and The Art of Seduction, here is a brilliant distillation of the strategies of war to help
you wage triumphant battles everyday. Spanning world civilisations, and synthesising dozens of



political, philosophical, and religious texts, The Concise 33 Strategies of War is a guide to the subtle
social game of everyday life. Based on profound and timeless lessons, it is abundantly illustrated
with examples of the genius and folly of everyone from Napoleon to Margaret Thatcher and Hannibal
to Ulysses S. Grant, as well as diplomats, captains of industry and Samurai swordsmen.

alexander the great tactics: The Landmark Arrian Arrian, 2012-01-17 Arrian’s Campaigns of
Alexander, widely considered the most authoritative history of the brilliant leader’s great conquests,
is the latest addition to the acclaimed Landmark series. After twelve years of hard-fought campaigns,
Alexander the Great controlled a vast empire that was bordered by the Adriatic sea to the west and
modern-day India to the east. Arrian, himself a military commander, combines his firsthand
experience of battle with material from Ptolemy’s memoirs and other ancient sources to compose a
singular portrait of Alexander. This vivid and engaging new translation of Arrian will fascinate
readers who are interested in classical studies, the history of warfare, and the origins of East-West
tensions still swirling in Iran, Iraq and Afghanistan today. Enriched by the series’ trademark
comprehensive maps, illustrations, and annotations, and with contributions from the preeminent
classical scholars of today, The Landmark Arrian: The Campaigns of Alexander is the definitive
edition of this essential work of ancient history.

alexander the great tactics: The Generalship of Alexander the Great John Frederick Charles
Fuller, 1968

alexander the great tactics: Alexander the Great Anthony Everitt, 2021-06-08 What can we
learn from the stunning rise and mysterious death of the ancient world’s greatest conqueror? An
acclaimed biographer reconstructs the life of Alexander the Great in this magisterial revisionist
portrait. “[An] infectious sense of narrative momentum . . . Its energy is unflagging, including the
verve with which it tackles that teased final mystery about the specific cause of Alexander’s
death.”—The Christian Science Monitor More than two millennia have passed since Alexander the
Great built an empire that stretched to every corner of the ancient world, from the backwater
kingdom of Macedonia to the Hellenic world, Persia, and ultimately to India—all before his untimely
death at age thirty-three. Alexander believed that his empire would stop only when he reached the
Pacific Ocean. But stories of both real and legendary events from his life have kept him evergreen in
our imaginations with a legacy that has meant something different to every era: in the Middle Ages
he became an exemplar of knightly chivalry, he was a star of Renaissance paintings, and by the early
twentieth century he’d even come to resemble an English gentleman. But who was he in his own
time? In Alexander the Great, Anthony Everitt judges Alexander’s life against the criteria of his own
age and considers all his contradictions. We meet the Macedonian prince who was naturally
inquisitive and fascinated by science and exploration, as well as the man who enjoyed the arts and
used Homer’s great epic the Iliad as a bible. As his empire grew, Alexander exhibited respect for the
traditions of his new subjects and careful judgment in administering rule over his vast territory. But
his career also had a dark side. An inveterate conqueror who in his short life built the largest empire
up to that point in history, Alexander glorified war and was known to commit acts of remarkable
cruelty. As debate continues about the meaning of his life, Alexander's death remains a mystery. Did
he die of natural causes—felled by a fever—or did his marshals, angered by his tyrannical behavior,
kill him? An explanation of his death can lie only in what we know of his life, and Everitt ventures to
solve that puzzle, offering an ending to Alexander’s story that has eluded so many for so long.

alexander the great tactics: The Lessons of History Will Durant, Ariel Durant, 2012-08-21 A
concise survey of the culture and civilization of mankind, The Lessons of History is the result of a
lifetime of research from Pulitzer Prize-winning historians Will and Ariel Durant. With their
accessible compendium of philosophy and social progress, the Durants take us on a journey through
history, exploring the possibilities and limitations of humanity over time. Juxtaposing the great lives,
ideas, and accomplishments with cycles of war and conquest, the Durants reveal the towering
themes of history and give meaning to our own.

alexander the great tactics: Macedonian Armies after Alexander 323-168 BC Nicholas
Sekunda, 2012-11-20 The death of Alexander the Great in 323 BC threw the Macedonians into




confusion; there was no capable heir, and no clear successor among the senior figures in Alexander's
circle. Initial attempts to preserve the unity of Alexander's conquests gave way to a period of bloody
and prolonged warfare. For well over a century the largely mercenary armies of Alexander's
successors imposed their influence over the whole of the Near East, while absorbing local military
practices. After Rome's decisive defeat of Carthage in 202 BC, Macedonia came under increasing
pressure from the Romans. Three wars between the two powers culminated in the Roman victory at
Pydna in 168 BC, which laid Alexander's empire to rest and established Roman hegemony in the
Near East. Drawing upon a wide array of archaeological and written sources and written by a noted
authority on the Hellenistic period, this survey of the organization, battle history and appearance of
the armies of Alexander's successors is lavishly illustrated with specially commissioned full-colour
artwork.

alexander the great tactics: Philip and Alexander Adrian Goldsworthy, 2020-10-13 This
definitive biography of one of history's most influential father-son duos tells the story of two rulers
who gripped the world -- and their rise and fall from power. Alexander the Great's conquests
staggered the world. He led his army across thousands of miles, overthrowing the greatest empires
of his time and building a new one in their place. He claimed to be the son of a god, but he was
actually the son of Philip II of Macedon. Philip inherited a minor kingdom that was on the verge of
dismemberment, but despite his youth and inexperience, he made Macedonia dominant throughout
Greece. It was Philip who created the armies that Alexander led into war against Persia. In Philip
and Alexander, classical historian Adrian Goldsworthy shows that without the work and influence of
his father, Alexander could not have achieved so much. This is the groundbreaking biography of two
men who together conquered the world.

alexander the great tactics: The Art of Strategy: A Game Theorist's Guide to Success in
Business and Life Avinash K. Dixit, Barry J. Nalebuff, 2010-01-04 “I am hard pressed to think of
another book that can match the combination of practical insights and reading enjoyment.”—Steven
Levitt Game theory means rigorous strategic thinking. It’s the art of anticipating your opponent’s
next moves, knowing full well that your rival is trying to do the same thing to you. Though parts of
game theory involve simple common sense, much is counterintuitive, and it can only be mastered by
developing a new way of seeing the world. Using a diverse array of rich case studies—from pop
culture, TV, movies, sports, politics, and history—the authors show how nearly every business and
personal interaction has a game-theory component to it. Mastering game theory will make you more
successful in business and life, and this lively book is the key to that mastery.

alexander the great tactics: Warfare in Ancient Greece Tim Everson, 2004-11-18 Discussing
the background, weapons and tactics of the ancient Greeks, this title describes the weapons,
armour, chariots and other military equipment used from 1550 to 150 BC. It traces how and when
various pieces of equipment came into use; where they were introduced from; the effectiveness of
the equipment; and when and why things changed.

alexander the great tactics: Alexander the Great Nicholas Sekunda, John Warry, 2004-08-20
The spectacular career of Alexander the Great represented a watershed in military history. After the
assassination of his father, King Philip II, Alexander took command of a newly united kingdom that
combined the military might of Macedonia and Greece. Perfecting new weapons and tactics
pioneered by King Philip, the young Alexander led his forces into Asia, conquering the Persian
Empire and campaigning across the face of the known world. This book examines the structure and
organisation of Alexander's world-beating army, and traces the course of his epic campaigns.
Combines material previously published as Men-at-Arms 148- 'The Army of Alexander the Great' and
Campaign 7- 'Alexander 334-323 BC'.

alexander the great tactics: The Greek and Macedonian Art of War Frank E. Adcock,
2023-04-28 This informal history traces battle tactics and military strategy from the time of the
city-states' phalanxes of spearmen to the far-reaching combined operations of specialized land and
sea forces in the Hellenistic Age. The author first describes the attitude of the Greek city-state
toward war, and shows the military conventions and strategies associated with it. He then recounts




how the art of war gradually evolved into new forms through the contributions of such men as the
great commander Epaminondas, Philip of Macedon, his son Alexander the Great, and others. He also
discusses the independence of land and sea power, describes the first use of calvary, and tells of the
ingenious Greek devices of siegecraft, including the fifth column. This title is part of UC Press's
Voices Revived program, which commemorates University of California Press's mission to seek out
and cultivate the brightest minds and give them voice, reach, and impact. Drawing on a backlist
dating to 1893, Voices Revived makes high-quality, peer-reviewed scholarship accessible once again
using print-on-demand technology. This title was originally published in 1962. This informal history
traces battle tactics and military strategy from the time of the city-states' phalanxes of spearmen to
the far-reaching combined operations of specialized land and sea forces in the Hellenistic Age. The
author first descr

alexander the great tactics: The Macedonian Empire James R. Ashley, 2004-03-19 The
Macedonian Empire lasted only 36 years, beginning with Philip II's assumption of the throne in 359
B.C. and ending with the death of his son Alexander the Great in 323 B.C. In that span, the two
leaders changed the map in the known world. Philip established new tactics that forever ended the
highly stylized mode that had characterized Classic Greek warfare, and Alexander's superb
leadership made the army an unstoppable force. This work first examines the 11 great armies and
three great navies of the era, along with their operations and logistics. The primary focus is then on
each campaign and significant battle fought by Philip or Alexander, detailing how the battles were
fought, the tactics of the opposing armies, and how the Macedonians were able to triumph.

alexander the great tactics: By the Spear lan Worthington, 2014 A unique military and
cultural history that chronicles the reigns of Philip and Alexander the Great in one sweeping
narrative.

alexander the great tactics: The Wars of Alexander's Successors, 323-281 BC Bob
Bennett, Mike Roberts, 2013-01-19 This history of Ancient Greek warfare vividly chronicles the
struggle for control of the Macedonian Empire, a fateful time of change in the Ancient World. As the
story goes, Alexander the Great decreed from his deathbed that his vast Macedonian Empire should
go “to the strongest. What followed was an epic struggle between generals and governors for control
of the territories. Most of these successors—known as the Diadochi—were consummate tacticians
who learned the art of war from Alexander himself, or from his father, Philip. Few died a peaceful
death and the last survivors were still leading their armies against each other well into their
seventies. These conflicts reshaped the ancient world from the Balkans to India. In two volumes, The
Wars of Alexander’s Successors presents this critical period of ancient warfare with all its colorful
characters, epic battles, treachery and subterfuge. This first volume introduces the key
personalities, including Antigonos “Monopthalmus (the One-Eyed) and his son 'Demetrius
'Poliorcetes' (the Besieger), Seleucus 'Nicator' (‘the Victorious') and Ptolemy ”Soter (the Saviour). It
also gives a narrative of the causes and course of these wars from the death of Alexander to the
Battle of Corupedium in 281 BC, when the last two original Diadochi faced each other one final time.

alexander the great tactics: The Life and Times of Alexander the Great John Bankston,
2005-03 Alexander the Great led soldiers from his perch atop his horse, Bucephalus. He commanded
the largest army the world had ever known. He ruled a kingdom that stretched across two
continents. Before he was 30, he was the richest man on the planet. Alexander would know love,
he'd know loss, but he'd never know an end to his ambitions. Only his death ended his conquest.
Today, over 2,000 years later, generals still study Alexander's battle plans. Manuscripts preserved at
libraries he founded were used by historians to give us a record of his life. Alexander was more than
just a king. He embraced the culture of the countries he invaded. He spread democracy. In many
ways, Alexander was more of a liberator than a conqueror. In this new book for young adults, middle
grade readers can experience the life and times of Alexander the Great.

alexander the great tactics: Into the Land of Bones Frank L. Holt, 2012-10-03 The so-called
first war of the twenty-first century actually began more than 2,300 years ago when Alexander the
Great led his army into what is now a sprawling ruin in northern Afghanistan. Frank L. Holt vividly



recounts Alexander's invasion of ancient Bactria, situating in a broader historical perspective
America's war in Afghanistan.

alexander the great tactics: Masters of Command Barry Strauss, 2013-05-21 Analyzes the
leadership and strategies of three forefront military leaders from the ancient world, offers insight
into the purposes behind their conflicts, and shows what today's leaders can glean from their
successes and failures.

alexander the great tactics: Mercenaries in the Classical World Stephen English, 2012 This
book examines the role of the mercenaries and their influence on the wars of the Classical world
down to the death of Alexander the Great. It also looks at the social and economic pressures that
drove tens of thousands to make a living of fighting for the highest bidder, despite the intense
dangers of the ancient battlefield.

alexander the great tactics: The Afghan Campaign Steven Pressfield, 2007-06-05 2,300 years
ago an unbeaten army of the West invaded the homeland of a fierce Eastern tribal foe. This is one
soldier’s story . . . The bestselling novelist of ancient warfare returns with a riveting historical novel
that re-creates Alexander the Great’s invasion of the Afghan kingdoms in 330 b.c. In a story that
might have been ripped from today’s combat dispatches, Steven Pressfield brings to life the
confrontation between an invading Western army and fierce Eastern warriors determined at all costs
to defend their homeland. Narrated by an infantryman in Alexander’s army, The Afghan Campaign
explores the challenges, both military and moral, that Alexander and his soldiers face as they
embark on a new type of war and are forced to adapt to the methods of a ruthless foe that employs
terror and insurgent tactics. An edge-of-your-seat adventure, The Afghan Campaign once again
demonstrates Pressfield’s profound understanding of the hopes and desperation of men in battle and
of the historical realities that continue to influence our world.

alexander the great tactics: Combined Arms Warfare in Ancient Greece GRAHAM.
WRIGHTSON, 2021-06-30 Combined Arms Warfare in Ancient Greece examines the timelines of
military developments that led from the hoplite-based armies of the ancient Greeks to the hugely
successful and multi-faceted armies of Philip II, Alexander the Great, and his Successors. It
concentrates on the introduction and development of individual units and their tactical coordination
and use in battle in what is termed combined arms: the effective integration of different unit types
into one cohesive battle plan and army allowing each unit to focus on its strengths without having to
worry about its weaknesses. This volume traces the development, and argues for the vital
importance, of the use of combined arms in Greek warfare from the Archaic period onwards,
especially concerning the Macedonian hegemony, through to its developmental completion in the
form of fully integrated warfare at the battle of Ipsus in 301 BCE. It argues crucially that warfare
should never be viewed in isolation in individual states, regions, conflicts or periods but taken as a
collective whole tracing the mutual influence of other cultures and the successful innovations that
always result. Wrightson analyses Greek and Macedonian warfare through the lens of modern
military theoretical terminology, making this study accessible to those with a general interest in
military history as well as those studying this specific period.

alexander the great tactics: Philip II of Macedonia Richard A. Gabriel, 2010-08-31 Philip II
of Macedonia (382-336 BCE), unifier of Greece, author of Greece's first federal constitution, founder
of the first territorial state with a centralized administrative structure in Europe, forger of the first
Western national army, first great general of the Greek imperial age, strategic and tactical genius,
and military reformer who revolutionized warfare in Greece and the West, was one of the greatest
captains in the military history of the West. Philip prepared the ground, assembled the resources,
conceived the strategic vision, and launched the first modern, tactically sophisticated and
strategically capable army in Western military history, making the later victories of his son
Alexander possible. Philip's death marked the passing of the classical age of Greek history and
warfare and the beginning of its imperial age. To Philip belongs the title of the first great general of
a new age of warfare in the West, an age that he initiated with his introduction of a new instrument
of war, the Macedonian phalanx, and the tactical doctrines to ensure its success. As a practitioner of




the political art, Philip also had no equal. In all these things, Philip exceeded Alexander's triumphs.
This book establishes Philip's legitimate and deserved place in military history, which, until now, has
been largely minimized in favor of his son by the classicist writers who have dominated the field of
ancient biography. Richard Gabriel, renowned military historian, has given us the first military
biography of Philip II of Macedonia.

alexander the great tactics: Infantry in Battle Infantry School (U.S.), 1934

alexander the great tactics: The Tactics of Aelian Christopher Anthony Matthew,
2012-01-01 Christopher Matthew's new edition is based on the 1616 edition but written in modern
English with new renditions of all its accompanying figures. It has the original 1616 notes as well as
comprehensive new notes and cross references to the other ancient manuals (such as Arrian and
Leo) that drew upon it.

alexander the great tactics: The Virtues of War Steven Pressfield, 2005-09-27 I have always
been a soldier. I have known no other life. So begins Alexander’s extraordinary confession on the eve
of his greatest crisis of leadership. By turns heroic and calculating, compassionate and utterly
merciless, Alexander recounts with a warrior’s unflinching eye for detail the blood, the terror, and
the tactics of his greatest battlefield victories. Whether surviving his father’s brutal assassination,
presiding over a massacre, or weeping at the death of a beloved comrade-in-arms, Alexander never
denies the hard realities of the code by which he lives: the virtues of war. But as much as he was
feared by his enemies, he was loved and revered by his friends, his generals, and the men who
followed him into battle. Often outnumbered, never outfought, Alexander conquered every enemy
the world stood against him-but the one he never saw coming. . . . BONUS: This edition contains an
excerpt from Steven Pressfield's The Profession.

alexander the great tactics: The Seleucid Army Bezalel Bar-Kochva, 1976-05-13 This is a 1976
study of the organization and tactics of the Seleucid armies from 312 to 129 BC. The first part of the
book discusses the numerical strength of the armies, their sources of manpower, the contingents of
the regular army, their equipment and historical development, the chain of command, training and
discipline. The second part reconstructs the great campaigns in order to examine the Seleucid
tactics. The book provides a lesson in Hellenistic and military history and discusses several
questions: how did the Hellenistic armies develop after Alexander? What distinguished the Seleucid
army as superior to its Hellenistic contemporaries? The answers illuminate the expansion of
Hellenism as we learn how the Seleucid army was used as a military, social and cultural instrument
to impose the rule of the dynasty over the vast regions of the Empire and how it helped to shape
Hellenistic society in the East.

alexander the great tactics: Alexander the Great Bill Yenne, 2010-04-13 When the Oracle of
Delphi told Alexander the Great that he was invincible, it was right. The son of the great King Philip
IT of Macedonia, Alexander was educated by Aristotle and commanded a wing of his father's army in
the victory over the Thebans and Athenians at the Battle of Chaeronea—all when he was still just a
teenager. By the time of his death at age 32, he had amassed an empire that stretched from the
Adriatic Sea to the Indus River and included all of Persia and most of Egypt. He ruled as both the
shah of Persia and as a pharaoh of Egypt by right of conquest, and he was also crowned king of Asia.
Here, historian Bill Yenne illuminates the legendary vision of this classical hero. Exhibiting the best
traits of a battlefield leader, Alexander was audacious, aggressive, fearless and victorious. His
unfailing integration of strategic vision and tactical genius took him to the ends of the earth, and
into immortality as a military leader. Alexander's influence on cultural and political history and the
scope of his military prowess remains awe-inspiring to this day.

alexander the great tactics: Are Leaders Born or Are They Made? Elisabet Engellau, Manfred
F. R. Kets de Vries, 2018-05-20 This book discusses the psychodynamics of leadership-in and relies
on concepts of developmental psychology, family systems theory, cognitive theory, dynamic
psychiatry, psychotherapy, and psychoanalysis to understand Alexander's behaviour and actions.

alexander the great tactics: Arrian's History of the Expedition of Alexander the Great,
and Conquest of Persia Arrian, 1812



alexander the great tactics: Classical Greek Tactics Roel Konijnendijk, 2017-10-23 What
determined the choices of the Greeks on the battlefield? Were their tactics defined by unwritten
moral rules, or was all considered fair in war? In Classical Greek Tactics: A Cultural History, Roel
Konijnendijk re-examines the literary evidence for the battle tactics and tactical thought of the
Greeks during the 5th and 4th centuries BC. Rejecting the traditional image of limited, ritualised
battle, Konijnendijk sketches a world of brutally destructive engagements, restricted only by the
stubborn amateurism of the men who fought. The resulting model of hoplite battle does away with
most received wisdom about the nature of Greek battle tactics, and redefines the way they reflected
the values of Greek culture as a whole.

alexander the great tactics: A Young Macedonian in the Army of Alexander the Great Alfred
John Church, 1890 This riveting historical fiction depicts a soldier in Alexander the Great's army,
and was written using the authentic Macedonian letters discussing Alexander's conquests across
Asia. We join the young Charidemus as he competes in a race around Olympia. Athletic and
determined by nature, we find the young man ostracized by the Greek establishment owing to his
origins in Macedonia - a territory which, in centuries past, was considered an uncivilized and
barbaric province north of the Hellenic League. Such stigma, though troublesome, does not dent the
courage of our hero, who grows ever-stronger and is recruited into the army of a young general
named Alexander. After completing an initial tour, Charidemus is chosen as one of the 40,000 men
to embark with Alexander on his epic conquest of Asia's uncharted lands. With vivid battle scenes,
exotic descriptions of far-flung ancient cities and landscapes, flowing dialogue between the warriors,
and an attentiveness to historic accuracy, A Young Macedonian is an underrated classic of ancient
historical fiction. Alfred John Church was a renowned scholar of classics who studied and taught in
universities in London and wider England. An able translator of Greek and Latin, he produced
several new editions of ancient works, particularly letters and biographic material.

alexander the great tactics: Alexander the Great Sean Patrick, 2013-05-13 If you want to learn
about one of history’s greatest military commanders and uncover some of his secrets of drive—drive
that enabled him and his small army to first subdue all of Greece and then the mighty Persian
Empire—then you want to read this book. Some people like to think that geniuses are so inherently
extraordinary that they navigate their journeys with clairvoyant ease. This simply isn’t true.
Greatness does not come lightly. It requires that you make sacrifices of time, interests,
and—sometimes—possessions. The further you move toward greatness, the more greatness demands
from you. But all barriers yield to one mythical quality: drive. The will to persist and overcome. To
never give up. To never accept defeat. Few stories better illustrate this better than the life of one of
the most extraordinary warriors the world has even known; a man of legendary ambition, will, and
grit: Alexander the Great. In this book, you’ll be taken on a whirlwind journey through Alexander’s
life and conquests, and not only learn about the successes and mistakes of one of history’s greatest
conquerors, but also how to awaken a fire in your own life and adventures. Read this book now and
learn lessons from Alexander the Great on why drive is so vital to awakening your inner genius, and
learn insights into the real power of purpose, how to defeat the insidious force of “Resistance” that
holds us back, and more.
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