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Introduction: Delving into the Albany County
Assessment Rolls

The Albany County assessment rolls represent a rich tapestry woven from threads of historical
context and present-day relevance. These rolls, meticulously maintained records of property
valuations within Albany County, New York, serve as invaluable sources for understanding the
county's economic, social, and political development over centuries. This analysis explores the
evolution of the Albany County assessment rolls, their significance for historical research, and their
continued importance in contemporary property taxation and governance.

Historical Context of Albany County Assessment Rolls:
From Colonial Times to the Present

The earliest forms of Albany County assessment rolls date back to the colonial era. These early
records, often handwritten and less systematically organized than their modern counterparts, provide
glimpses into the agricultural economy, land ownership patterns, and the social hierarchy of the time.
The rolls reflect the transition from a primarily agrarian society to one increasingly characterized by
urban development and industrialization. Analyzing the assessed values of land and property over
time reveals shifts in economic activity and population distribution within the county. For example,
the significant increase in assessed values near the Hudson River during the 19th century reflects the



growth of commerce and transportation along the waterway.

The development of more standardized assessment practices throughout the 19th and 20th centuries
brought improvements in the accuracy and consistency of the Albany County assessment rolls.
However, challenges persisted, including ensuring equitable valuations across different property
types and addressing the complexities of assessing rapidly changing urban landscapes. The
introduction of new technologies, such as computerized databases and Geographic Information
Systems (GIS), has revolutionized the creation and management of the Albany County assessment
rolls. These advancements allow for greater efficiency and accuracy in property valuation and the
dissemination of information to the public. However, inherent biases and challenges in accurately
capturing all aspects of property value, like intangible assets or unique characteristics, remain an
ongoing challenge.

Current Relevance of Albany County Assessment Rolls:
Implications for Property Taxes and Governance

The Albany County assessment rolls remain crucial for contemporary governance and the
administration of property taxes. They serve as the foundation for determining the tax burden on
individual property owners, impacting both residential and commercial taxpayers. Accurate and
equitable assessment is essential for ensuring fairness and transparency in the tax system.
Discrepancies or systematic undervaluations can lead to disputes and legal challenges.

The rolls also play a critical role in budget planning and resource allocation for local governments. The
total assessed valuation of property within Albany County directly influences the revenue available for
funding public services, such as schools, infrastructure, and public safety. Changes in assessed
values, reflected in the Albany County assessment rolls, have significant implications for local
government budgeting and financial planning.

Analyzing the Data Within the Albany County
Assessment Rolls

Researchers utilize the Albany County assessment rolls for various purposes. Historians examine
them to trace economic and social change over time. Genealogists use them to track property
ownership and family histories. Real estate professionals use the data to analyze property values and
market trends. Urban planners can leverage the information to understand population shifts and
spatial patterns of development. Legal professionals may consult the rolls in property disputes or
litigation. The data holds immense potential for cross-referencing with other historical sources to
create a more complete picture of Albany County’s evolution.

However, it's crucial to acknowledge the limitations of the data. Older assessment rolls may lack
detail, and historical valuation methods differed from contemporary practices. Researchers need to be
aware of these contextual factors when interpreting the information.

Conclusion: The Enduring Value of Albany County



Assessment Rolls

The Albany County assessment rolls, from their humble beginnings as colonial records to their current
digitized form, provide an invaluable resource for understanding the county’s history and shaping its
future. They are indispensable for historians, genealogists, government officials, real estate
professionals, and anyone interested in the economic and social development of Albany County.
Ensuring the ongoing accuracy, accessibility, and equitable application of the assessment process
remains vital for maintaining a fair and transparent tax system and effective local governance. The
historical analysis coupled with contemporary relevance underscores the enduring value of these
rolls.

FAQs

How can I access the Albany County assessment rolls? The Albany County website typically1.
provides online access to current assessment rolls. Historical rolls may be available at the
Albany County Historical Society archives or other relevant repositories.

How are property values determined in Albany County? Albany County utilizes a standardized1.
assessment methodology that considers factors such as property size, location, condition, and
comparable sales.

What happens if I disagree with my property assessment? Albany County provides mechanisms1.
for contesting assessments, usually involving filing an appeal within a specified timeframe.

How often are the Albany County assessment rolls updated? The assessment rolls are typically1.
updated annually, reflecting changes in property ownership, improvements, and market values.

Are the Albany County assessment rolls publicly accessible? Yes, the current assessment rolls1.
are generally considered public records and accessible to the public.

What information is included in an Albany County assessment roll entry? Each entry typically1.
includes the property address, owner's name, lot size, property characteristics, and assessed
value.



How do changes in property assessments impact local government budgets? Increases or1.
decreases in assessed property values directly impact the amount of property tax revenue
available to local governments.

What is the role of the Assessor's Office in Albany County? The Assessor's Office is responsible1.
for conducting property valuations and maintaining the assessment rolls.

Can I use the Albany County assessment rolls for genealogical research? Yes, the rolls can1.
provide valuable information for genealogical research, particularly in tracing land ownership
and family history.

Related Articles:

"The Evolution of Property Valuation in Albany County, 1700-2023": A detailed chronological1.
study of assessment practices and their changing methodologies.

"Analyzing Tax Equity in Albany County: A Case Study of Assessment Disparities": A research1.
paper examining fairness and potential biases in property assessments.

"Albany County Assessment Rolls and the Great Depression: Economic Impacts on Property1.
Values": An investigation into how economic downturns affected assessed property values.

"Using GIS Technology to Enhance the Accuracy of Albany County Assessment Rolls": An1.
exploration of the technological advancements improving assessment accuracy.

"A Guide to Appealing Your Property Assessment in Albany County": A practical guide for1.
property owners contesting assessments.



"The Impact of Urban Development on Albany County Assessment Rolls (1880-1920)": A1.
focused study on how urbanization influenced property valuations.

"Albany County Assessment Rolls: A Source for Local Historical Research": A guide for1.
researchers using the rolls for historical analysis.

"Comparative Analysis of Property Tax Rates Across Upstate New York, including Albany1.
County": A comparative study of tax rates and burden across different regions.

"The Role of the Albany County Assessor's Office in Ensuring Tax Fairness and Transparency": A1.
profile of the Assessor's Office and its functions within the county government.

  albany county assessment rolls: Small Claims Assessment Review Results Rachel T.
Crosby, 1990
  albany county assessment rolls: Documents of the Assembly of the State of New York New
York (State). Legislature. Assembly, 1895
  albany county assessment rolls: Laws of the State of New York, Relating to the Assessment
and Collection of Taxes New York (State), 1856
  albany county assessment rolls: Court of Appeals , 1904
  albany county assessment rolls: Centennial Road, West Road, Laramie Streets, Albany County
, 1973
  albany county assessment rolls: Legislative Document New York (State). Legislature, 1919
  albany county assessment rolls: Land and Freedom Reeve Huston, 2000 Beginning in 1839,
these tenants created a movement dedicated to destroying the estates and distributing the land to
those who farmed it. The anti-rent movement quickly became one of the most powerful and
influential popular movements of the antebellum era..
  albany county assessment rolls: Supreme Court Appellate Divison THird Department ,
  albany county assessment rolls: Supreme Court Appellate Division-Third Department ,
  albany county assessment rolls: Dutchess County Historical Society Yearbook 1983 Vol.
066 William P. McDermott, The 1983 issue of the annual Dutchess County Historical Society
Yearbook, Dutchess County, New York. Since 1914.
  albany county assessment rolls: Bi-centennial history of Albany. History of the county
of Albany, N. Y., from 1609 to 1886. With portraits, biographies and illustrations. [By]
Howell [and] Tenney. Assisted by local writers George Rogers Howell, 1886-01-01
  albany county assessment rolls: Paul Cushman Albany Institute of History and Art,
2007-01-01 The life, time, and work of a renowned Albany potter comes vividly to life in these pages.
Paul Cushman (1767-1833) is recognized today as one of the founders of a regional stoneware
industry that stretched throughout the Upper Hudson Valley of New York State. When Cushman
moved to Albany around 1800, local stoneware production was limited to a few potters. His decision



to open a pottery works half a mile west of the Albany Goal at the beginning of the new century
resulted in a long-lived and successful business. It also initiated a century of tremendous growth and
expansion in regional stoneware manufacturing. The expert contributors to this volume reveal all
that is currently known about the life and work of Paul Cushman, and place his business and pottery
within broad and useful historical and aesthetic frameworks.
  albany county assessment rolls: Linguistics , 1972
  albany county assessment rolls: Distribution of Parcels by Property Class ... Assessment
Rolls , 1992
  albany county assessment rolls: General Index of the Laws of the State of New York New
York (State), 1897
  albany county assessment rolls: Index to the Session Laws of the State of New York
William Henry Silvernail, New York (State), 1897
  albany county assessment rolls: Laws of the State of New York New York (State), 1912
  albany county assessment rolls: Journal of the Senate of the State of New York New York
(State). Legislature. Senate, 1925 Includes special sessions.
  albany county assessment rolls: Journal of the Assembly of the State of New York New
York (State). Legislature. Assembly, 1849 Includes Special sessions.
  albany county assessment rolls: The Statutory Record of the Unconsolidated Laws New York
(State). Board of Statutory Consolidation, 1920
  albany county assessment rolls: Annotated Consolidated Laws of the State of New York
as Amended to January 1, 1910, Containing Also the Federal and State Constitutions with
Notes of Board of Statutory Consolidation, Tables of Laws and Index New York (State), 1912
  albany county assessment rolls: Official Index to the Unconsolidated Laws New York
(State), 1920
  albany county assessment rolls: Supreme Court , 1935
  albany county assessment rolls: Annual Report New York State Library, 1918 From 1891 to
1918 the reports consist of the Report of the director and appendixes, which from 1893 include
various bulletins issued by the library (Additions; Bibliography; History; Legislation; Library school;
Public libraries) These, including the Report of the director, were each issued also separately.
  albany county assessment rolls: Report New York State Library, 1918
  albany county assessment rolls: New York State Library [annual Report] New York State
Library, 1922 From 1889 to 1918 the reports consist of the Report of the director and appendixes,
which from 1893 include various bulletins issued by the library (Additions; Bibliography; History;
Legislation; Library school; Public libraries) These, including the Report of the director, were each
issued also separately.
  albany county assessment rolls: Down and Out in Early America Billy G. Smith, 2010-11-01
It has often been said that early America was the &best poor man&’s country in the world.& After
all, wasn&’t there an abundance of land and a scarcity of laborers? The law of supply and demand
would seem to dictate that most early American working people enjoyed high wages and a decent
material standard of living. Down and Out in Early America presents the evidence for poverty versus
plenty and concludes that financial insecurity was a widespread problem that plagued many early
Americans. The fact is that in early America only an extremely thin margin separated those who
required assistance from those who were able to secure independently the necessities of life. The
reasons for this were many: seasonal and cyclical unemployment, inadequate wages, health
problems (including mental illness), alcoholism, a large pool of migrants, low pay for women,
abandoned families. The situation was made worse by the inability of many communities to provide
help for the poor except to incarcerate them in workhouses and almshouses. The essays in this
volume explore the lives and strategies of people who struggled with destitution, evaluate the
changing forms of poor relief, and examine the political, religious, gender, and racial aspects of
poverty in early North America. Down and Out in Early America features a distinguished lineup of
historians. In the first chapter, Gary B. Nash surveys the scholarship on poverty in early America



and concludes that historians have failed to appreciate the numerous factors that generated
widespread indigence. Philip D. Morgan examines poverty among slaves while Jean R. Soderlund
looks at the experience of Native Americans in New Jersey. In the other essays, Monique Bourque,
Ruth Wallis Herndon, Tom Humphrey, Susan E. Klepp, John E. Murray, Simon Newman, J. Richard
Olivas, and Karin Wulf look at the conditions of poverty across regions, making this the most
complete and comprehensive work of its kind.
  albany county assessment rolls: The Revised Statutes of the State of New York New York
(State), 1859
  albany county assessment rolls: Essentials of Cell Biology Robert D. Dyson, 1978
  albany county assessment rolls: The Revised Statutes of the State of New-York, as Altered by
Subsequent Enactments New York (State), 1846
  albany county assessment rolls: New York Court of Appeals. Records and Briefs. New
York (State). Court of Appeals., 1925 Volume contains: 241 NY 602 (People v. Pantano) 241 NY 460
(Schultze v. McGuire) 241 NY 617 (Travelers Ins. Co. v. Peet & Powers) 242 NY 106 (Dobbins v.
Pratt Chuck Co.) 242 NY 74 (Mirizio v. Mirizio) 242 NY 541 (People ex rel Bonner v. Goldfogle)
  albany county assessment rolls: Journal of Proceedings of the Board of Supervisors of
the County of Oneida Oneida County (N.Y.) Board of Supervisors, 1889
  albany county assessment rolls: Journal of Proceedings of the Board of Supervisors of
the County of Oneida , 1890
  albany county assessment rolls: ANNUAL REPORT OF THE American Historical
Association for THE YEAR 1900. , 1901
  albany county assessment rolls: Report on the Archives and Public Records of the State
of New York and of New York City Herbert Levi Osgood, 1901
  albany county assessment rolls: Annual Report of the American Historical Association
American Historical Association, 1901
  albany county assessment rolls: New York Legislative Documents New York (State).
Legislature, 1919
  albany county assessment rolls: General Index of the Laws of the State of New York,
1886-1896, Both Dates Inclusive New York (State), 1897
  albany county assessment rolls: v.7. Government of cities New York (State). Constitutional
Convention, 1894
  albany county assessment rolls: State Equalization Rates for Assessment Rolls of Cities,
Towns, Villages and Counties New York (State). State Board of Equalization and Assessment, 1950

Additional Resources
Assessment Rolls - Albany County, NY
Pursuant to Real Property Tax Law, Section 1590, tentative and final assessment rolls will be posted
online within ten days of the filing of the roll. The Albany County Real Property Tax …

Log In - Image Mate Online
Image Mate Online is Albany County’s commitment to provide the public with easy access to real
property information. Albany County, with the cooperation of SDG, provides access to RPS …

Assessment | Albany, NY
2025 Tentative Assessment Roll Residential property owners can access the resources below to view
comparable property and recent sales information. View the 2025 Assessment Inventory

Tax Parcels – 2025 Tentative Assessment Roll - albany-county-ny …
May 1, 2025 · Tentative assessment tax roll parcels for Albany County.



Albany County - New York State Property Assessment
The dataset includes assessment rolls for all cities and towns, except New York City. Each property is
disclosed with assessed value, full market value, property size, owners, exemption …

Assessment rolls - NYS Department of Taxation and Finance
Sep 8, 2021 · Assessment rolls list information for every property in the assessing unit (municipality or
county). The information on the assessment roll is required to be available …

albanycounty.com
Object Moved This document may be found here

Real Property Tax Service Agency - Albany County, NY
advises assessors on the preparation and maintenance of assessment rolls; serves as a member of
the Albany County Agricultural and Farm Land Protection Board; and provides …

Assessor - Town of Knox, NY
Taxable Status Day: All assessment will become effective as of March 1st. Equalization Rate: 38%
Parcels: 1593 Tentative Assessment Roll will be available online and at the office of the …

Online Assessment Roll | Bethlehem, NY - Official Website
The Image Mate Online system is by far the easiest way to view assessment and property information.
You can also view the 2025 Tentative Assessment Roll in paper form in the …

Assessment Rolls - Albany County, NY
Pursuant to Real Property Tax Law, Section 1590, tentative and final assessment rolls will be posted
online within ten days of the filing of the roll. The Albany County Real Property Tax Service …

Log In - Image Mate Online
Image Mate Online is Albany County’s commitment to provide the public with easy access to real
property information. Albany County, with the cooperation of SDG, provides access to RPS data, …

Assessment | Albany, NY
2025 Tentative Assessment Roll Residential property owners can access the resources below to view
comparable property and recent sales information. View the 2025 Assessment Inventory

Tax Parcels – 2025 Tentative Assessment Roll - albany-county …
May 1, 2025 · Tentative assessment tax roll parcels for Albany County.

Albany County - New York State Property Assessment
The dataset includes assessment rolls for all cities and towns, except New York City. Each property is
disclosed with assessed value, full market value, property size, owners, exemption information, …

Assessment rolls - NYS Department of Taxation and Finance
Sep 8, 2021 · Assessment rolls list information for every property in the assessing unit (municipality or
county). The information on the assessment roll is required to be available from your municipal …

albanycounty.com
Object Moved This document may be found here

Real Property Tax Service Agency - Albany County, NY
advises assessors on the preparation and maintenance of assessment rolls; serves as a member of



the Albany County Agricultural and Farm Land Protection Board; and provides administrative …

Assessor - Town of Knox, NY
Taxable Status Day: All assessment will become effective as of March 1st. Equalization Rate: 38%
Parcels: 1593 Tentative Assessment Roll will be available online and at the office of the Knox …

Online Assessment Roll | Bethlehem, NY - Official Website
The Image Mate Online system is by far the easiest way to view assessment and property information.
You can also view the 2025 Tentative Assessment Roll in paper form in the …
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