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Understanding the Alabama Secretary of State Business
Search

The Alabama Secretary of State's office maintains a comprehensive database of registered businesses
within the state. Conducting an alabama sec of state business search is crucial for various reasons,
including:

Due diligence: Before entering into business transactions, conducting a thorough alabama sec of state
business search helps verify the legitimacy and standing of a company.
Background checks: Investors and creditors often utilize this search to assess the financial health and
legal history of a business.
Competitive analysis: Understanding the existing business landscape requires accessing information
about competitors through an alabama sec of state business search.
Legal proceedings: Attorneys and courts may need this information for legal cases involving
businesses in Alabama.

How to Conduct an Alabama Secretary of State Business



Search

The Alabama Secretary of State offers several ways to search their business database. The most
common methods are:

Online Search via the Secretary of State's Website: This is the most efficient method. The1.
website (usually [https://www.sos.alabama.gov/](https://www.sos.alabama.gov/) – Note: Always
verify the official website URL.) allows searching by:

Business Name: Enter the exact name or a partial name to retrieve matching results. Be mindful of
variations in spelling and capitalization.
Business ID Number: If you know the business's unique identification number, this is the fastest
search method.
Agent Name: Searching by the registered agent's name can be helpful if you know who represents the
business.

Using Third-Party Business Search Services: Numerous commercial services provide access to1.
Alabama business records, often with additional features such as historical data and reports.
However, ensure the service you choose is reputable and charges fair prices.

In-Person Search at the Secretary of State's Office: While less convenient, you can conduct an1.
in-person search at the Secretary of State's office in Montgomery. Contact the office in advance
to confirm availability and necessary procedures.

Interpreting Search Results from your Alabama Sec of State
Business Search

The results of your alabama sec of state business search usually provide crucial information such as:

Business Name: The official registered name of the business.
Business Type: (Corporation, LLC, partnership, etc.)
Registration Date: The date the business was registered in Alabama.
Registered Agent: The individual or entity designated to receive legal and official documents.
Registered Address: The official business address on file.
Status: (Active, dissolved, withdrawn, etc.) indicating the current legal standing of the business.

Common Pitfalls and Best Practices for your Alabama Sec of



State Business Search

Pitfalls:

Typos and Inaccurate Information: Ensure accurate spelling and capitalization when searching. Even
slight errors can lead to no results.
Ignoring Variations in Business Names: Consider different variations of the business name (e.g.,
including "Inc.", "LLC", or abbreviations).
Overlooking the Business Status: Pay close attention to the business status; an inactive or dissolved
company may not be operating legally.
Relying Solely on Online Searches: While convenient, online searches may not always be completely
up-to-date.

Best Practices:

Start with the Business Name: This is often the easiest and most effective starting point.
Utilize Multiple Search Methods: If one method doesn't yield results, try others.
Verify the Information: Cross-reference information obtained from multiple sources.
Consult with a Legal Professional: For complex situations or when dealing with significant
transactions, seek legal advice.

Troubleshooting Common Issues

If you encounter issues during your alabama sec of state business search, try these steps:

Double-check your spelling and capitalization.
Try different search terms and variations.
Contact the Alabama Secretary of State's office directly for assistance.
Consider using a third-party search service.

Conclusion

Performing an effective alabama sec of state business search is a crucial step for due diligence, legal
compliance, and informed business decisions. By following the guidelines and best practices outlined
in this guide, you can navigate the process efficiently and confidently, ensuring the accuracy and
reliability of your findings. Remember to always verify information from multiple sources and seek
professional legal advice when necessary.

FAQs

Is the Alabama Secretary of State business search free? The basic online search is typically free,1.
but some advanced features or third-party services may charge fees.

How often is the Alabama Secretary of State database updated? The database is updated1.



regularly, but there may be a slight delay between changes in business status and the reflection
of those changes online.

What if I can't find the business I'm looking for? Double-check your search terms, try variations,1.
or contact the Secretary of State's office for assistance.

What information is NOT available through a business search? Financial information, such as1.
revenue or profit, is generally not publicly available.

Can I search for businesses that are no longer active? Yes, the database often contains records1.
of dissolved or inactive businesses.

What if the business name has changed? Try searching using previous names or variations.1.

How do I obtain certified copies of business records? The Alabama Secretary of State's website1.
typically outlines the process for obtaining certified copies; there's usually a fee involved.

What types of businesses are included in the search? Corporations, LLCs, partnerships, and1.
other registered business entities are typically included.

Is the information found in the search legally binding? The information is generally considered1.
reliable, but it's always best practice to verify it through other means for critical decisions.

Related Articles

Understanding Alabama Business Structures: This article explains the different types of1.
business structures available in Alabama (corporations, LLCs, partnerships, etc.) and their
implications.



Registering a Business in Alabama: A step-by-step guide on the process of registering a new1.
business entity with the Alabama Secretary of State.

Alabama Business License Requirements: Details the various licenses and permits required to1.
operate a business in Alabama, depending on industry and location.

Choosing a Registered Agent in Alabama: Explains the role of a registered agent and the1.
considerations when selecting one for your Alabama business.

Alabama Business Tax Obligations: An overview of the different state and local taxes that1.
Alabama businesses are subject to.

Dissolving a Business in Alabama: A guide to the legal procedures involved in dissolving a1.
business entity in Alabama.

Compliance Requirements for Alabama Businesses: Details the ongoing compliance1.
requirements for maintaining a registered business in Alabama.

Common Legal Issues Faced by Alabama Businesses: Discusses frequently encountered legal1.
problems and how to avoid them.

Finding Funding for your Alabama Business: Explores various funding options for entrepreneurs1.
starting or expanding businesses in Alabama.

  alabama sec of state business search: Overweight Sensation Mark Cohen, 2013 Allan
Sherman was the Larry David, the Adam Sandler, the Sacha Baron Cohen of 1963. He led Jewish
humor and sensibilities out of ethnic enclaves and into the American mainstream with explosively



funny parodies of classic songs that won Sherman extraordinary success and acclaim across the
board, from Harpo Marx to President Kennedy. In Overweight Sensation, Mark Cohen argues
persuasively for Sherman's legacy as a touchstone of postwar humor and a turning point in Jewish
American cultural history. With exclusive access to Allan Sherman's estate, Cohen has written the
first biography of the manic, bacchanalian, and hugely creative artist who sold three million albums
in just twelve months, yet died in obscurity a decade later at the age of forty-nine. Comprehensive,
dramatic, stylish, and tragic, Overweight Sensation is destined to become the definitive Sherman
biography.
  alabama sec of state business search: The Invisible Web Chris Sherman, Gary Price, 2001
Finding content on the Internet which isn't located through more conventional means, such as
search engines.
  alabama sec of state business search: Alabama LLC Setup Made Easy James Fulton,
2024-03-13 Alabama LLC Setup Made Easy offers a comprehensive and user-friendly guide to
establishing a limited liability company (LLC) in Alabama. Tailored specifically for entrepreneurs and
small business owners, this book simplifies the intricate process of LLC formation, providing
step-by-step instructions and practical insights. From understanding the legal requirements and
selecting a registered agent to drafting an operating agreement and navigating tax obligations, each
chapter is meticulously crafted to demystify complex concepts and empower readers with the
knowledge needed to successfully launch their Alabama-based LLC.
  alabama sec of state business search: Public Records Online Peter Julius Weber, 2003 A
national directory to government agencies and private companies that furnish online automated
public record information, maintain proprietary public record databases, and offer CD-ROMs.
  alabama sec of state business search: Small Business, Big Credit Harry Sarafian,
2023-06-15 Small Business, Big Credit: A Step-by-Step Guide to Building Business Credit. This is a
comprehensive guide for entrepreneurs and business owners seeking to establish and maintain a
healthy credit profile for their company. This book is dedicated to entrepreneurs and business
owners with a valuable resource directory that offers unlimited funding opportunities. This directory
is a treasure trove of information, providing access to a vast array of funding sources that are often
overlooked or unknown. With this resource at their fingertips, readers can unlock the financial
potential of their businesses and take them to new heights. Whether you're just starting out or
looking to grow your existing business, Small Business, Big Credit is an indispensable guide that will
help you navigate the complex world of business credit. With its practical advice, expert insights,
and powerful resource directory, this book is a must-read for anyone who wants to achieve financial
success and build a thriving business. So why wait? Get your copy today and start building your
business credit and funding your dreams!
  alabama sec of state business search: History of Alabama and Dictionary of Alabama
Biography Thomas McAdory Owen, 1921
  alabama sec of state business search: Alabama Small Business Assistance and
Programs Handbook - Strategic, Practical Information, Contacts IBP USA, 2013-08 2011
Updated Reprint. Updated Annually. Alabama Small Business Assistance and Programs Handbook
  alabama sec of state business search: The Sourcebook to Public Record Information Michael
L. Sankey, 2003 Provides information on where to find public records, and includes telephone
numbers, retrieval costs, and information on Web access for over 20,000 depositories.
  alabama sec of state business search: The Sourcebook to Public Record Information , 2001
  alabama sec of state business search: Federal Supplement , 1984
  alabama sec of state business search: The Sourcebook to Public Record Information
Peter Julius Weber, Michael L. Sankey, 2004-10 Stop Searching . . . Start Finding! Professionals
frustrated with searching for public records can now get accurate and current information on how to
obtain records directly from the government. The revised and updated 5th edition of The
Sourcebook to Public Record Information profiles-in-detail over 20,000 government agencies that
house public records. More than a directory, the agency profiles found in The Sourcebook include



access procedures, access restrictions, fees, online capabilities, turnaround times, along with
addresses, phone/fax numbers, and additional information.Comprehensive Coverage! The
Sourcebook contains an informative ?Public Record Primer? and the industry?s most comprehensive
and current and profiles of County Courts, County Recording Offices, State Agencies, Federal
Courts, plus, a place name/ZIP Code/county cross index to locate the correct county location. Also
includes state/county maps.This extensive guide of over 1,840 pages is a superb time saving and cost
cutting resource for background investigations, libraries, legal research, people/asset location and
background screening.
  alabama sec of state business search: Researching Company Financial Information
Washington Researchers, 2002
  alabama sec of state business search: How to Start a Business for Free David Caplan, 2003
Most prosperous businesses are started on extremely tight budgets, and founders hustle hard to
deliver innovative--or simply good--products or services. This book focuses on strategies to make
great business ideas reality as cheaply as possible.
  alabama sec of state business search: Publications of the Alabama Historical Society
Alabama Historical Society, 1901
  alabama sec of state business search: Business Organizations, Agencies, and Publications
Directory Kenneth Estell, 1992
  alabama sec of state business search: EBay Income Cheryl Lynn Russell, John N. Peragine,
2011-02 Anyone can learn the ins and outs of eBay with this new book from Atlantic Publishing
Company. eBay has changed the way products and services are purchased all over the world. Daily
over 1.5 million online customers and providers log on to bid and sell virtually anything that can be
bought or purchased. There are businesses earning 1 million a year selling products on eBay today.
It is estimated that more than half a million people make full-time incomes just with their eBay
business. eBay also allows you to run a business that requires no advertising costs. eBay is a level
playing field it d.
  alabama sec of state business search: How to Start a Home-based Blogging Business Brett
Snyder, 2012-11-06 Having passion about a topic is a great reason to start blogging, but there is a
lot more to it than that. This book will be able to help potential bloggers by asking the important
questions needed to focus the blog. It will also set expectations so there are fewer surprises along
the way. Making a blog a success can be a challenge, but it’s not out of reach for those who are
determined.
  alabama sec of state business search: Paralegal Litigation Marcy Fawcett-Delesandri,
2000-12-01 A handbook for paralegals, this book contains the forms, pleadings and instructions
needed to successfully handle most types of litigation. Fawcett-Delesandri (herself a paralegal)
provides model interrogatories, demand letters, sample motions, checklists and practice tips, as well
as information on meeting with clients and witnesses, preparing exh
  alabama sec of state business search: How to Open & Operate a Financially Successful
Collection Agency Business Kristie Lorette, Emonica Dames, 2014-07-21 According to the U.S.
Department of Labor, the median annual income for someone in the collection industry is $29,000
and, as a business owner, you could make even more. The Department also suggests that the
industry is expected to grow 18 to 26 percent by 2014. Working in the collection agency business
requires patience, empathy, a commitment to excellent customer service, and superb negotiation
skills. If you are thinking of opening a collection agency business, then we have a book that can
guide you through the process, providing all of the insider tips needed to get started in a minimal
amount of time, with a minimal amount of money. Whether you will be operating out of your home or
you are looking to buy or rent office space, this book can help you with a wealth of start-up
information, from how to form and name your business to deciding if this will be a joint venture or if
you would rather work solo. Valuable information on forming a Partnership, LLC, Corporation, or
becoming a Sole Proprietor, the four types of business formation, is included, as well as the legal
implications of each. With all of the federal and state laws governing the industry, opening your own



collection agency can quickly become a nightmare, and for that reason, you will be provided with the
most up-to-date information on the Fair Debt Collection Practices Act, as well as a listing of laws
state-by-state that may supersede this federal act. Many states, and even cities, require third-party
agencies to be licensed and/or bonded, so you will be provided a wealth of information on all
requirements so that you can knowledgably, and legally, operate your business with peace of mind.
A complete checklist of all of the start-up equipment that you will need is provided, as well as a
sample budgeting sheet to allow you to gauge start-up costs. You will learn about potential risks that
you take in opening a collection agency and how a collection lawyer can help settle debts when you
are unable to. You will learn the difference between first and third-party agencies, the different
methods in which you can expect to be paid by creditors, tips and tricks to gaining clients, and the
advantages of the debt buying method. This complete manual will arm you with everything you need,
including sample business forms; contracts; worksheets and checklists for planning, opening, and
running day-to-day operations; lists; plans and layouts; and dozens of other valuable, timesaving
tools of the trade that no business owner should be without. A special chapter on customer service is
provided, with tips on communicating with debtors in a non-threatening manner. While providing
detailed instruction and examples, the author leads you through every detail that will bring success.
You will learn how to draw up a winning business plan (the companion CD-ROM has the actual
business plan you can use in Microsoft Word
  alabama sec of state business search: Classified List of 4800 Serials Dorothy Hale
Litchfield, 2016-11-11 A listing of periodicals, serials, and continuation publications subscribed to by
four leading American educational institutions, arranged in thirty-one classified subjects, elaborately
indexed and provided with cross-references.
  alabama sec of state business search: Incorporate Your Business Anthony Mancuso, 2001
Incorporate Your Business is the easy-to-read guide to forming a corporation in any state. It takes
readers through the entire process, step by step and in plain English. When they're finished, their
businesses will enjoy: -- unique tax benefits -- investment attraction -- immediate organization --
corporate income splitting -- and moreThe book provides all the Articles, bylaws and minutes anyone
needs, as tear-outs and on CD-ROM.
  alabama sec of state business search: Martindale Hubbell Law Directory
Martindale-Hubbell, 2003
  alabama sec of state business search: Find Public Records Fast Michael L. Sankey, 2000
Cut through the maze of bureaucratic red tape and go directly to the source of public information.
  alabama sec of state business search: Gale Directory of Databases , 2001
  alabama sec of state business search: Congressional Record United States. Congress, 1968
  alabama sec of state business search: The United States Patents Quarterly , 1985 Report of
cases relating to patents, trade marks, copyrights decided by Supreme Court of the United States,
United States Circuit courts of appeals, District courts of the United States, United States Court of
Customs and Patent Appeals, Court of Claims of the United States, United States Court of Appeals
for the District of Columbia, Commissioner of Patents and Patent Office Board of Appeals.
  alabama sec of state business search: A Directory of Information Resources in the
United States , 1965
  alabama sec of state business search: Petroleum and Public Safety James B. McSwain,
2018-07-06 Throughout the twentieth century, cities such as Houston, Galveston, New Orleans, and
Mobile grappled with the safety hazards created by oil and gas industries as well as the role
municipal governments should play in protecting the public from these threats. James B. McSwain’s
Petroleum and Public Safety reveals how officials in these cities created standards based on
technical, scientific, and engineering knowledge to devise politically workable ordinances related to
the storage and handling of fuel. Each of the cities studied in this volume struggled through
protracted debates regarding the regulation of crude petroleum and fuel oil, sparked by the famous
Spindletop strike of 1901 and the regional oil boom in the decades that followed. Municipal
governments sought to ensure the safety of their citizens while still reaping lucrative economic



benefits from local petroleum industry activities. Drawing on historical antecedents such as
fire-protection engineering, the cities of the Gulf South came to adopt voluntary, consensual fire
codes issued by insurance associations and standards organizations such as the National Board of
Fire Underwriters, the National Fire Protection Association, and the Southern Standard Building
Code Conference. The culmination of such efforts was the creation of the International Fire Code, an
overarching fire-protection guide that is widely used in the United States, Mexico, the Caribbean,
and Central America. In devising ordinances, Gulf South officials pursued the politics of risk
management, as they hammered out strategies to eliminate or mitigate the dangers associated with
petroleum industries and to reduce the possible consequences of catastrophic oil explosions and
fires. Using an array of original sources, including newspapers, municipal records, fire-insurance
documents, and risk-management literature, McSwain demonstrates that Gulf South cities played a
vital role in twentieth-century modernization.
  alabama sec of state business search: Official Congressional Directory United States.
Congress, 1975
  alabama sec of state business search: Marketing Information Guide , 1969
  alabama sec of state business search: National Hardware Bulletin , 1927
  alabama sec of state business search: Congressional Record United States. Congress, 1971
  alabama sec of state business search: United States Attorneys' Manual United States.
Department of Justice, 1985
  alabama sec of state business search: A Directory of Information Resources in the
United States National Referral Center (U.S.), 1965
  alabama sec of state business search: Journal of the House of Representatives of the
United States United States. Congress. House, 1988 Some vols. include supplemental journals of
such proceedings of the sessions, as, during the time they were depending, were ordered to be kept
secret, and respecting which the injunction of secrecy was afterwards taken off by the order of the
House.
  alabama sec of state business search: Reports of the United States Tax Court United
States. Tax Court, 1970 Kept up to date by a monthly publication called: United States. Tax Court.
Reports.
  alabama sec of state business search: Reports of the Tax Court of the United States United
States. Tax Court, 1970
  alabama sec of state business search: Reports of Cases Argued and Determined in the
Supreme Court of Alabama Alabama. Supreme Court, 1904
  alabama sec of state business search: Financial Assistance by Geographic Area , 1981
  alabama sec of state business search: NASCLA Contractors Guide to Business, Law and
Project Management, Alabama Residential Edition NASCLA Staff, 2014-05-15

Additional Resources
Business Entity Records | Alabama Secretary of State
Welcome to the Secretary of State's Government Records Inquiry System. This facility provides you
easy access to public information maintained by the Secretary of State's office in …

Alabama Secretary of State | Business Entity Search
Use the Alabama Secretary of State to search business entities by name, entity ID, officer, agent,
date, or reservation ID. After finding the entity, the database will display the ownership and …

Secretary of State Online Services - Alabama
Business Entity Services Notice: Corporations authorized to transact business in Alabama are no
longer required by law to file an annual report with the Secretary of State. Business Forms



UCC Records | Alabama Secretary of State
Please use the options below to search our UCC records. To search for a personal name, use the
format: last name, first name. Filings completed through 06-06-2025

Government Records Inquiry System / Alabama Secretary of State
Welcome to the Secretary of State's Government Records Inquiry System. This facility provides you
easy access to public information maintained by the Secretary of State's office in …

Alabama Secretary of State Business Search | SOS Lookup
May 15, 2023 · Access the official Alabama Secretary of State business entity search. Find and lookup
Alabama corporations, LLCs, and other business records.

Business Entities | Alabama Secretary of State
Download our Business Entities brochure for information about our online services, filing procedures,
and more. The Business Entity Division operates as a depository for records of …

Alabama Secretary of State | Business Entity Search
Jan 9, 2025 · The Alabama Secretary of State offers a comprehensive Business Entity Search tool that
allows users to find information about registered businesses in Alabama. Whether …

Business Entity Records | Alabama Secretary of State
Jun 8, 2025 · Business Entity Search By Entity Name. Please use the options below to search our
business entity records. Filings completed through 06/08/2025

SOS Business Entity Record Copies - Search Business Entity - Alabama
Business Entity Name: For more information about Business Entity Copies please visit the Secretary of
State's website . For policy-related questions please contact: (334) 242-5324 or …

Business Entity Records | Alabama Secretary of State
Welcome to the Secretary of State's Government Records Inquiry System. This facility provides you
easy access to public information maintained by the Secretary of State's office in …

Alabama Secretary of State | Business Entity Search
Use the Alabama Secretary of State to search business entities by name, entity ID, officer, agent,
date, or reservation ID. After finding the entity, the database will display the ownership and …

Secretary of State Online Services - Alabama
Business Entity Services Notice: Corporations authorized to transact business in Alabama are no
longer required by law to file an annual report with the Secretary of State. Business Forms

UCC Records | Alabama Secretary of State
Please use the options below to search our UCC records. To search for a personal name, use the
format: last name, first name. Filings completed through 06-06-2025

Government Records Inquiry System / Alabama Secretary of State
Welcome to the Secretary of State's Government Records Inquiry System. This facility provides you
easy access to public information maintained by the Secretary of State's office in …

Alabama Secretary of State Business Search | SOS Lookup
May 15, 2023 · Access the official Alabama Secretary of State business entity search. Find and lookup
Alabama corporations, LLCs, and other business records.



Business Entities | Alabama Secretary of State
Download our Business Entities brochure for information about our online services, filing procedures,
and more. The Business Entity Division operates as a depository for records of …

Alabama Secretary of State | Business Entity Search
Jan 9, 2025 · The Alabama Secretary of State offers a comprehensive Business Entity Search tool that
allows users to find information about registered businesses in Alabama. Whether …

Business Entity Records | Alabama Secretary of State
Jun 8, 2025 · Business Entity Search By Entity Name. Please use the options below to search our
business entity records. Filings completed through 06/08/2025

SOS Business Entity Record Copies - Search Business Entity - Alabama
Business Entity Name: For more information about Business Entity Copies please visit the Secretary of
State's website . For policy-related questions please contact: (334) 242-5324 or …
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