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Abstract: This article explores the rich tapestry of methodologies and approaches employed in the study of
Islamic Studies at Al Azhar University, a renowned institution with a history spanning over a millennium. From
its traditional reliance on usul al-fiqh (principles of jurisprudence) and tafsir (Quranic exegesis) to its modern
engagement with contemporary challenges, Al Azhar University Islamic studies offer a unique and multifaceted
perspective on Islamic thought. We will delve into the key methods, examining both their historical evolution
and their continuing relevance in the 21st century.

The Historical Foundation of Al Azhar University Islamic Studies

Al Azhar University Islamic studies are deeply rooted in a rich historical tradition. Founded in 970 CE, Al
Azhar initially served as a mosque and a center for religious learning, gradually evolving into the prestigious
university it is today. For centuries, the study of Islamic law ( fiqh), theology (kalam), Quranic exegesis
(tafsir), and Hadith (prophetic traditions) formed the core of its curriculum. The methodology followed a
predominantly traditional approach, heavily reliant on:

The study of classical texts: Students engaged extensively with the works of prominent scholars, memorizing
and analyzing texts from various Islamic schools of thought. This method emphasized rote learning and mastery
of the original Arabic texts.
The mashshaikh system: Learning was largely based on a master-apprentice relationship (mashshaikh), where
students learned directly from established scholars through lectures, discussions, and personal guidance. This
personalized approach fostered a deep understanding of the nuances of Islamic thought.
Emphasis on Ijtihad (independent reasoning): While respecting established principles and interpretations, Al Azhar
fostered critical thinking and encouraged students to engage in Ijtihad within the framework of Islamic
jurisprudence, albeit cautiously and within established parameters. This ensured both intellectual rigor and
adherence to religious norms.

The Evolution of Methodologies in Al Azhar University Islamic Studies

The 20th and 21st centuries witnessed significant changes in Al Azhar University Islamic studies. The rise of
modernism, colonialism, and globalization prompted a reassessment of traditional methodologies and the
incorporation of new approaches. This evolution involved:



Integration of Modern Disciplines: Al Azhar began integrating disciplines like history, sociology, philosophy, and
comparative religion into its curriculum. This allowed for a more nuanced understanding of Islamic thought
within its historical and social context.
Engagement with Contemporary Issues: Al Azhar’s scholars increasingly addressed contemporary challenges,
applying Islamic principles to issues like human rights, social justice, and international relations. This requires
a dynamic approach to interpretation, often engaging with new contexts and realities.
Emphasis on Interfaith Dialogue: Al Azhar has actively promoted interfaith dialogue and understanding,
fostering respectful engagement with other religious traditions. This necessitates adopting methodologies that
prioritize cross-cultural communication and critical comparison.
Development of Specialized Fields: Al Azhar has developed specialized fields within Islamic studies, including
Islamic economics, Islamic banking, and Islamic philosophy, each demanding its own unique methodological
approach. These fields necessitate a multidisciplinary approach, integrating Islamic principles with modern
economic and philosophical theories.

Contemporary Approaches in Al Azhar University Islamic Studies

Today, Al Azhar University Islamic studies encompass a diverse range of methodologies. While traditional
approaches remain central, newer methods are increasingly integrated:

Historical-Critical Method: This approach employs historical and textual criticism to analyze Islamic
sources, examining their historical context, authorship, and transmission. This ensures a more objective and
nuanced understanding of the texts.
Comparative Religious Studies: This approach compares Islamic thought and practices with those of other
religions, fostering a better understanding of religious diversity and commonalities. This requires sensitivity,
critical analysis, and respect for diverse belief systems.
Social-Scientific Methods: Al Azhar scholars increasingly employ social-scientific methods, such as surveys,
interviews, and statistical analysis, to study Islamic communities and practices. This enhances empirical
research in the field of Islamic Studies.
Hermeneutics: The application of hermeneutical methods focuses on understanding the interpretation and meaning
of religious texts within specific historical and cultural contexts. This promotes a deeper understanding of
diverse interpretations within Islamic scholarship.

Conclusion

Al Azhar University Islamic studies represent a vibrant and evolving field, integrating traditional approaches
with modern methodologies. Its commitment to both preserving its rich heritage and engaging with contemporary
challenges ensures its continued relevance in the 21st century. The university’s contribution to the global
understanding of Islam, its emphasis on critical thinking, and its commitment to fostering interfaith dialogue
make it a pivotal institution in shaping the future of Islamic thought.

FAQs

What are the main schools of thought taught at Al Azhar University? Al Azhar traditionally1.
emphasizes the Maliki school of jurisprudence, but also teaches other schools like Shafi'i, Hanafi, and
Hanbali, allowing for exposure to diverse interpretations within Sunni Islam.

Is Al Azhar University open to women? Yes, Al Azhar University has opened its doors to women, though1.
their involvement has historically been less prominent than that of men. Opportunities for women's
education and participation continue to expand.



What languages are used in teaching at Al Azhar University? Arabic is the primary language of1.
instruction. However, some programs may offer courses in other languages, particularly English, to
accommodate international students.

What are the admission requirements for Al Azhar University Islamic studies programs? Admission1.
requirements vary depending on the specific program and level of study. Generally, applicants need to
demonstrate strong academic performance and a sufficient level of Arabic proficiency.

Does Al Azhar University offer online courses in Islamic studies? While traditional in-person learning1.
remains central, Al Azhar is expanding its online offerings, providing more accessibility to its courses.

How does Al Azhar University address criticisms regarding its approach to Islamic studies? Al Azhar1.
has acknowledged the need for reform and modernization, actively engaging in dialogue and responding to
critiques while maintaining its commitment to traditional values.

What are the career prospects after graduating with an Islamic studies degree from Al Azhar?1.
Graduates can pursue careers in academia, religious leadership, Islamic finance, journalism, and various
other fields requiring a deep understanding of Islamic thought.

How does Al Azhar University's approach to Islamic Studies differ from other universities? Al Azhar's1.
approach is deeply rooted in its historical tradition and focus on the Maliki school of thought,
although it is increasingly incorporating modern methods and perspectives. Other universities might
approach the subject with less emphasis on a specific school and more on comparative studies.

Is Al Azhar University solely focused on Sunni Islam? Primarily, yes. While Al Azhar is known for its1.
commitment to Sunni Islamic scholarship, it also engages with other Islamic traditions, albeit to a
lesser extent.

Related Articles:

The Role of Al Azhar University in Shaping Modern Islamic Thought: Explores Al Azhar's impact on1.
various aspects of modern Islamic discourse and its engagement with contemporary challenges.

The Historical Development of Islamic Jurisprudence at Al Azhar University: A detailed account of the1.
evolution of legal thought and methodology within the university's history.



Women's Studies at Al Azhar University: A Historical and Contemporary Perspective: Explores the1.
evolution of women's education and participation within Al Azhar.

Comparative Jurisprudence: A Study of Al Azhar's Approach to Different Schools of Fiqh: Compares and1.
contrasts Al Azhar's approach to Islamic law with other major schools of jurisprudence.

Al Azhar University and Interfaith Dialogue: Promoting Understanding and Respect: Examines Al Azhar's1.
initiatives and efforts in fostering interfaith dialogue and understanding.

The Curriculum of Al Azhar University Islamic Studies Programs: A Detailed Analysis: Provides a1.
thorough examination of the curriculum across different levels and specializations.

Al Azhar University and the Challenges of Modernization: Balancing Tradition and Progress: Analyzes1.
the complexities of balancing traditional teachings with modern interpretations and adapting to
contemporary issues.

The Influence of Al Azhar University on Islamic Scholarship Globally: Examines the global reach and1.
impact of Al Azhar's scholarship and its contribution to Islamic intellectual discourse.

Al Azhar University's Contribution to Islamic Education in Egypt and Beyond: Explores Al Azhar's1.
significant role in providing Islamic education and its influence on educational systems globally.

��al azhar university islamic studies: Tradition and Islamic Learning Norshahril Saat,
2018-03-19 The Al-Azhar University remains the top destination for Southeast Asian students
pursuing an Islamic studies degree. The university, built in the last millennium, has been able to
withstand competition from modern universities across the globe and continues to produce
influential Islamic studies graduates. What are the motivations of students pursuing a degree at
Al-Azhar? What are the challenges they face? Are they certain of their future and career
opportunities upon their return to Singapore? This book combines both qualitative and quantitative
analysis of former and current students at the Al-Azhar University. It not only hopes to develop more
critical analysis of returning Al-Azhar graduates but also attempts to understand the deeper
connections between Muslims in Southeast Asia, particularly Singapore, and the Middle East.
  al azhar university islamic studies: The Anthropology of Islamic Law Aria Nakissa,
2019-04-05 The Anthropology of Islamic Law shows how hermeneutic theory and practice theory can
be brought together to analyze cultural, legal, and religious traditions. These ideas are developed



through an analysis of the Islamic legal tradition, which examines both Islamic legal doctrine and
religious education. The book combines anthropology and Islamicist history, using ethnography and
in-depth analysis of Arabic religious texts. The book focuses on higher religious learning in
contemporary Egypt, examining its intellectual, ethical, and pedagogical dimensions. Data is drawn
from fieldwork inside al-Azhar University, Cairo University's Dar al-Ulum, and the network of
traditional study circles associated with the al-Azhar mosque. Together these sites constitute the
most important venue for the transmission of religious learning in the contemporary Muslim world.
The book gives special attention to contemporary Egypt, and also provides a broader analysis
relevant to Islamic legal doctrine and religious education throughout history.
  al azhar university islamic studies: Shaping Global Islamic Discourses Masooda Bano,
2015-03-20 Explores the influence of centres of Islamic learning using 3 case studies: Al-Azhar
University in Egypt, International Islamic University of Medina in Saudi Arabia, and Al-Mustafa
University in Iran
  al azhar university islamic studies: Tradition and Islamic Learning Norshahril Saat,
2018-05-24 The Al-Azhar University remains the top destination for Southeast Asian students
pursuing an Islamic studies degree. The university, built in the last millennium, has been able to
withstand competition from modern universities across the globe and continues to produce
influential Islamic studies graduates. What are the motivations of students pursuing a degree at
Al-Azhar? What are the challenges they face? Are they certain of their future and career
opportunities upon their return to Singapore? This book combines both qualitative and quantitative
analysis of former and current students at the Al-Azhar University. It not only hopes to develop more
critical analysis of returning Al-Azhar graduates but also attempts to understand the deeper
connections between Muslims in Southeast Asia, particularly Singapore, and the Middle East.
  al azhar university islamic studies: Muslim Institutions of Higher Education in
Postcolonial Africa Mbaye Lo, Muhammed Haron, 2016-01-26 Muslim Institutions of Higher
Education in Postcolonial Africa examines the colonial discriminatory practices against Muslim
education through control and dismissal and discusses the education reform movement of the
post-colonial experience.
  al azhar university islamic studies: Islamic Knowledge and the Making of Modern Egypt
Hilary Kalmbach, 2020-10-22 This historical study transforms our understanding of modern Egyptian
national culture by applying social theory to the history of Egypt's first teacher-training school. It
focuses on Dar al-Ulum, which trained students from religious schools to teach in Egypt's new civil
schools from 1872. During the first four decades of British occupation (1882-1922), Egyptian
nationalists strove to emulate Europe yet insisted that Arabic and Islamic knowledge be reformed
and integrated into Egyptian national culture despite opposition from British officials. This
reinforced the authority of the alumni of the Dar al-Ulum, the daramiyya, as arbiters of how to be
modern and authentic, a position that graduates Hasan al-Banna and Sayyid Qutb of the Muslim
Brotherhood would use to resist westernisation and create new modes of Islamic leadership in the
1930s, 40s and 50s. Establishing a 130-year history for tensions over the place of Islamic ideas and
practices within modernized public spaces, tensions which became central to the outcomes of the
2011 Arab Uprisings, Hilary Kalmbach demonstrates the importance of Arabic and Islamic
knowledge to notions of authority, belonging, and authenticity within a modernising Muslim-majority
community.
  al azhar university islamic studies: Yusuf Al-Qaradawi, Islam and Modernity Samuel Helfont,
2009 This work analyzes how the conditions of modernity have shaped the contemporary views of
the prominent Islamic thinker, Yusuf al- Qaradawi. At the outset, it lays the foundation for a
discussion of modernity by reviewing the ideas of prominent philosophers, such as Kant, Hegel, as
well as of contemporary social scientists, such as Habermas. Based on their understanding of
modernity, this work shows how increased education, mass communication, and migration have
changed the way Muslims perceive their religion. It also shows how al-Qaradawi's thinking reflects
this. Al-Qaradawi is put into historical perspective through a review of modernity in the Islamic



world over the last 200 years. This is followed by an examination of his views on a number of
pertinent issues, including science, massmedia, jihad, international relations, democracy, and
feminism. The findings are based on hundreds of fatwas, sermons, and interviews in the Arab media,
and on relevant secondary sources, both in English and Arabic. As of yet, no in-depth work of this
length has been published on al-Qaradawi in English.
  al azhar university islamic studies: Sufism in Ottoman Egypt Rachida Chih, 2019-04-17
This book analyses the development of Sufism in Ottoman Egypt, during the seventeenth and
eighteenth centuries. Examining the cultural, socio-economic and political backdrop against which
Sufism gained prominence, it looks at its influence in both the institutions for religious learning and
popular piety. The study seeks to broaden the observed space of Sufism in Ottoman Egypt by placing
it within its imperial and international context, highlighting on one hand the specificities of Egyptian
Sufism, and on the other the links that it maintained with other spiritual traditions that influenced it.
Studying Sufism as a global phenomenon, taking into account its religious, cultural, social and
political dimensions, this book also focuses on the education of the increasing number of aspirants
on the Sufi path, as well as on the social and political role of the Sufi masters in a period of constant
and often violent political upheaval. It ultimately argues that, starting in medieval times, Egypt was
simultaneously attracting foreign scholars inward and transmitting ideas outward, but these
exchanges intensified during the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries as a result of the new
imperial context in which the country and its people found themselves. Hence, this book
demonstrates that the concept of ‘neosufism’ should be dispensed with and that the Ottoman period
in no way constituted a time of decline for religious culture, or the beginning of a normative and
fundamentalist Islam. Sufism in Ottoman Egypt provides a valuable contribution to the new
historiographical approach to the period, challenging the prevailing teleology. As such, it will prove
useful to students and scholars of Islam, Sufism and religious history, as well as Middle Eastern
history more generally.
  al azhar university islamic studies: Islamic Jurisprudence on the Regulation of Armed
Conflict Nesrine Badawi, 2019-10-01 In Islamic Jurisprudence on the Regulation of Armed Conflict:
Text and Context, Nesrine Badawi argues against the existence of a “true” interpretation of the rules
regulating armed conflict in Islamic law. In a survey of formative and modern seminal legal works on
the subject, the author sheds light on the role played by the sociopolitical context in shaping this
branch of jurisprudence and offers a detailed examination of the internal deductive structures of
these works.
  al azhar university islamic studies: Islam and Muslim Politics in Africa B. Soares, R.
Otayek, 2007-10-01 Political liberalization and economic reform, the weakening of the state, and
increased global interconnections have all had profound effects on Muslim societies and the practice
of Islam in Africa. The contributors to this volume investigate and illuminate the changes that have
occurred in Africa, through detailed case studies.
  al azhar university islamic studies: Ways of Knowing Muslim Cultures and Societies ,
2018-12-24 This volume showcases a variety of innovative approaches to the study of Muslim
societies and cultures, inspired by and honouring Gudrun Krämer and her role in transforming the
landscape of Islamic Studies. With contributions from scholars from around the world, the articles
cover an extraordinarily wide geographical scope across a broad timeline, with transdisciplinary
perspectives and a historically informed focus on contemporary phenomena. The wide-ranging
subjects covered include among others a “men in headscarves” campaign in Iran, an Islamic call-in
radio programme in Mombassa, a refugee-related court case in Germany, the Arab revolutions and
aftermath from various theoretical perspectives, Ottoman family photos, Qurʾān translation in South
Asia, and words that can’t be read.
  al azhar university islamic studies: Islamic Ecumenism in the 20th Century Rainer Brunner,
2004-10-01 This survey of more than one century of inner-Islamic ecumenical activities in modern
times concentrates on the role of the Cairo-based Azhar University and its relations to Shiite
scholars. Particular emphasis is laid on the mutual dependency of theology and politics in the



modern Islamic discourse.
  al azhar university islamic studies: Reaching for the Crescent Norshahril Saat, Azhar
Ibrahim, Noor Aisha Abdul Rahman, 2021-07-29 Islamic religious teachers (asatizah) and scholars
(ulama) play a significant role in providing spiritual leadership for the Singapore Malay/Muslim
community. Lately, the group has been cast under the spotlight over a range of issues, from
underperformance in the national examination, their ability to integrate into the broader society,
exposure to radical and conservative ideas such as Salafism from the Middle East, and
unemployment. Reaching for the Crescent examines a growing segment within the group, namely
Islamic studies graduates, who obtained their degrees from universities in the Middle East and
neighbouring Malaysia and Indonesia. It identifies factors that condition the proliferation of Islamic
studies graduates in Singapore, examine the dominant religious institutions they attend, the nature
of Islamic education they received, and their challenges. It tackles the impact of their religious
education on the spiritual life and well-being of the community. Based on qualitative and
quantitative data collected, the book calls for a rethinking of a prevailing discourse of Arabization of
Singapore Muslims and academic approaches that focus on madrasah education and Islam through
the security lens.
  al azhar university islamic studies: Islam: A Profound Insight Ahmad M. Hemaya,
2012-12-30 - It is the only book which enables the reader a deep and comprehensive view of Islam as
religion, practices and a way of life. - Taking in consideration that there are many books on variety of
Islamic issues, still, this is almost the only book that enables a comprehensive overview of Islam
covering all of its different aspects and sides. Besides, it explores profoundly the Islamic practices
and their argumentations towards women, violence, sex and many other controversial issues around
Islam. - It explores in a new and unique way the Islamic rituals (especially the five prayers) in a way
the exposes the beauty and secrets of Sufism in its practical form, mixing between practice and
theory as it is felt and done by the leaders of Sufism in their most rightful moments. - The book is
meant to be an enchanting art piece. Its layout and illustrations were innovated by German arts and
designers to provide the reader with enjoyable read experience. - It analysis also the motivations and
argumentations the terrorism considers in the name of Islam. - The variety of the topic discussed in
the book and the way of dividing and classifying them makes it a good page turner.
  al azhar university islamic studies: Rise of Colleges George Makdisi, 2019-08-05 Makdisi's
important work traces the development and organisational structure of learning institutions in Islam,
and reassesses scholarship on the origins and growth of the Madrasa.
  al azhar university islamic studies: Islam and International Relations D. Abdelkader, N.
Adiong, R. Mauriello, 2016-04-15 This edited volume conceives of International Relations (IR) not as
a unilateral project, but more as an intellectual platform. Its contributors explore Islamic
contributions to this field, addressing the theories and practices of the Islamic civilization and of
Muslim societies with regards to international affairs and to the discipline of IR.
  al azhar university islamic studies: Studying Islam in the Arab World Sari Hanafi, 2023-12-21
Addressing the rupture between religious and social sciences in Arab universities, this book provides
a critical assessment of the curricula of Shariah and Islamic Studies departments across the Arab
World, arguing for increased interdisciplinary dialogue. Based on over 250 interviews with
university students and teachers, this study is the sum of five years of field research observing the
curricula and teaching styles of colleges in the Shariah sciences. The author provides critical insight
into these curricula by focusing on case studies in Lebanon and Jordan, Morocco, Kuwait and Qatar,
and in Malaysia. In doing so, the book aims to answer the following questions: What is the aim of
religious education? Does it aim to create people who specialize solely in religious affairs, or does it
aim to form the student according to a comprehensive human framework? What is the nature of the
relationship between the social sciences and the Shariah sciences? The book concludes by
examining three pioneering institutions which have introduced alternative curricula in teaching
Shariah studies. The book has wide geographic and ideological coverage, and will appeal to
university students, academics, and policy analysts working across a range of disciplines, including



the philosophy of knowledge, Islamic law and education, and sociology.
  al azhar university islamic studies: Islamic Perspectives On The Principles Of Biomedical
Ethics Mohammed Ghaly, 2016-07-19 Islamic Perspectives on the Principles of Biomedical Ethics
presents results from a pioneering seminar in 2013 between Muslim religious scholars, biomedical
scientists, and Western bioethicists at the research Center for Islamic Legislation & Ethics, Qatar
Faculty of Islamic Studies. By examining principle-based bioethics, the contributors to this volume
addressed a number of key issues related to the future of the field. Discussion is based around the
role of religion in bioethical reasoning, specifically from an Islamic perspective. Also considered is a
presentation of the concept of universal principles for bioethics, with a response looking at the
possibility (or not) of involving religion. Finally, there is in-depth analysis of how far specific
disciplines within the Islamic tradition — such as the higher objectives of Sharia (maqāṣid
al-Sharī'ah) and legal maxims (qawā'id fiqhīyah) — can enrich principle-based bioethics.
  al azhar university islamic studies: Teaching Islamic Studies in the Age of ISIS,
Islamophobia, and the Internet Courtney M. Dorroll, 2019-01-24 How can teachers introduce
Islam to students when daily media headlines can prejudice students' perception of the subject?
Should Islam be taught differently in secular universities than in colleges with a clear faith-based
mission? What are strategies for discussing Islam and violence without perpetuating stereotypes?
The contributors of Teaching Islamic Studies in the Age of ISIS, Islamophobia, and the Internet
address these challenges head-on and consider approaches to Islamic studies pedagogy,
Islamophobia and violence, and suggestions for how to structure courses. These approaches
acknowledge the particular challenges faced when teaching a topic that students might initially fear
or distrust. Speaking from their own experience, they include examples of collaborative teaching
models, reading and media suggestions, and ideas for group assignments that encourage deeper
engagement and broader thinking. The contributors also share personal struggles when confronted
with students (including Muslim students) and parents who suspected the courses might have
ulterior motives. In an age of stereotypes and misrepresentations of Islam, this book offers a range
of means by which teachers can encourage students to thoughtfully engage with the topic of Islam.
  al azhar university islamic studies: Muhammad Karen Armstrong, 2023-06-15 A life of the
prophet Muhammad by bestselling author Karen Armstrong. 'Armstrong has a dazzling ability: she
can take a long and complex subject and reduce it to its fundamentals, without over-simplifying'
SUNDAY TIMES 'One of our best living writers on religion' FINANCIAL TIMES 'Not just a
sympathetic book that would dispel the misconceptions and misgivings of its western readers, but
also a book that is of considerable importance to Muslims' MUSLIM NEWS Most people in the West
know very little about the prophet Muhammad. The acclaimed religious writer Karen Armstrong has
written a biography which will give us a more accurate and profound understanding of Islam and the
people who adhere to it so strongly. Muhammad also offers challenging comparisons with the two
religions most closely related to it - Judaism and Christianity.
  al azhar university islamic studies: Holy White Lies Sameh Egyptson, 2018-10-28 The White
Lie is a translation for a fatwa in Arabic, Al-Kedhb al-Abyad, issued by theologian Yusuf al-Qaradawi,
chairman for The European Council for Fatwa and Research (ECFR). Al-Qaradawi and his
companions are part of one of the biggest movements in the world, The Muslim Brotherhood. The
book presents extensive research in the Muslim Brotherhood sources to understand the ideology and
strategies of the movement from the most important primary sources and how it uses White Lies to
reach the aim of their strategies. It also shows examples of the application of these strategies in the
West with a documented study in Sweden, where the author relied on the documents of the archives
of Swedish government institutions. The book contains over 800 footnotes. The Muslim Brotherhood
has, according to one of the most prominent leaders in the movement, Youssef Nada, more than 100
million members all over the world. It is a controversial movement since they have managed to
advance all the way to governmental positions in many Muslim countries and they have official and
unofficial relations with many politicians and religious authorities all over the world. At the same
time, it is singled out as one of the biggest greenhouses for terror organizations and terrorists.



Published with aid from Swedish Culture Center (Cairo) First Edition at Dar El Maaref Publishing
House (Cairo) 2018 ISBN: 789-977-02-8480-4
  al azhar university islamic studies: Recasting Islamic Law Rachel M. Scott, 2021-03-15 By
examining the intersection of Islamic law, state law, religion, and culture in the Egyptian
nation-building process, Recasting Islamic Law highlights how the sharia, when attached to
constitutional commitments, is reshaped into modern Islamic state law. Rachel M. Scott analyzes the
complex effects of constitutional commitments to the sharia in the wake of the Egyptian Revolution
of 2011. She argues that the sharia is not dismantled by the modern state when it is applied as
modern Islamic state law, but rather recast in its service. In showing the particular forms that the
sharia takes when it is applied as modern Islamic state law, Scott pushes back against assumptions
that introductions of the sharia into modern state law result in either the revival of medieval Islam or
in its complete transformation. Scott engages with premodern law and with the Ottoman legal
legacy on topics concerning Egypt's Coptic community, women's rights, personal status law, and the
relationship between religious scholars and the Supreme Constitutional Court. Recasting Islamic
Law considers modern Islamic state law's discontinuities and its continuities with premodern sharia.
Thanks to generous funding from Virginia Tech and its participation in TOME (Toward an Open
Monograph Ecosystem), the ebook editions of this book are available as Open Access volumes from
Cornell Open (cornellpress.cornell.edu/cornell-open) and other repositories.
  al azhar university islamic studies: The Satanic Verses Salman Rushdie, 2000-12 Just
before dawn one winter's morning, a hijacked jetliner explodes above the English Channel. Through
the falling debris, two figures, Gibreel Farishta, the biggest star in India, and Saladin Chamcha, an
expatriate returning from his first visit to Bombay in fifteen years, plummet from the sky, washing
up on the snow-covered sands of an English beach, and proceed through a series of metamorphoses,
dreams, and revelations.
  al azhar university islamic studies: Research in the Social Scientific Study of Religion,
Volume 32 , 2022-05-16 The present volume explores lesser-heard and unheard issues in the study of
religion. Among other things, lived experiences of religion in higher education are interrogated;
culture is studied as lived experience; and “evangelicalism” is outlined as an emic and etic concept.
  al azhar university islamic studies: The Future of the Bamiyan Buddha Statues Masanori
Nagaoka, 2020-12-07 This Open Access book explores heritage conservation ethics of post conflict
and provides an important historical record of the possible reconstruction of the Bamiyan Buddha
statues, which was inscribed in the UNESCO World Heritage List in Danger in 2003 as “Cultural
Landscape and Archaeological Remains of the Bamiyan Valley”. With the condition that most surface
of the original fragments of the Buddha statues were lost due to acts of deliberate destruction, this
publication explores a reference point for conservation practitioners and policy makers around the
world as they consider how to respond to on-going acts of destruction of cultural heritage. Whilst
there has been an emerging debate to the ethics and nature of heritage reconstruction, this volume
provides a plethora of ideas and approaches concerning the future treatment of the Bamiyan Buddha
statues. It also addresses a number of fundamental questions on potential heritage reconstruction:
how it will be done; who will decide; and what it should be done for. Moreover when it comes to the
inscribed World Heritage properties, how can reconstructed heritage using non-original materials be
considered to retain authenticity? With a view to serving as a precedent for potential decisions taken
elsewhere in the world for cultural properties impacted by acts of violence and destruction, this
volume introduces academic researches, experiences and observations of heritage conservation
theory and practice of heritage reconstruction. It also addresses the issue not merely from the point
of a material conservation philosophy but within the context of holistic strategies for the protection
of human rights and promotion of peace building.
  al azhar university islamic studies: The Future of the Bamiyan Buddha Statues UNESCO,
2020-12-09
  al azhar university islamic studies: Understanding Islam and the Muslims T. J. Winter, John
A. Williams, 2002 Answers many common questions about Muslims and Islam, discussing the faith's



views on Jesus, jihad, women, marriage, and other topics.
  al azhar university islamic studies: Beyond Timbuktu Ousmane Kane, 2016-06-07 Timbuktu
is famous as a center of learning from Islam’s Golden Age. Yet it was one among many scholarly
centers to exist in precolonial West Africa. Ousmane Kane charts the rise of Muslim learning in West
Africa from the beginning of Islam to the present day and corrects lingering misconceptions about
Africa’s Muslim heritage and its influence.
  al azhar university islamic studies: Cultural Identity in Arabic Novels of Immigration Wessam
Elmeligi, 2020-12-10 Cultural Identity in Arabic Novels of Immigration: A Poetics of Return offers a
new perspective of migration studies that views the concept of migration in Arabic as inherently
embracing the notion of return. Starting the study with the significance of the Islamic hijra as the
quintessential migrant narrative in Arabic culture, Elmeligi offers readings of Arabic narratives as
early as Ibn Tufayl’s Hayy ibn Yaqzan and as recent asMiral Al-Tahawy’s 2010 Brooklyn Heights, and
asvaried as Egyptian novelist Naguib Mahfouz’s short story adaptation of the ancient Egyptian Tale
of Sinuhe and Yemeni novelist Mohammed Abdl Wali’s They Die Strangers, includingnovels that
have not been translated in English before, such as Sonallah Ibrahim’s Amrikanli and Suhayl Idris’
The Latin Quarter. To contextualize these narratives, Elmeligi employs studies of cultural identity
and their features that are most impacted by migration. In this study, Elmeligi analyzes the different
manifestations of return, whether physical or psychological, commenting not only on the decisions
that the characters take in the novels, but also the narrative choices that the writers make, thus
viewing narrativity as a form of performativity of cultural identity as well. The book addresses fresh
angles of migration studies, identity theory, and Arabic literary analysis that are of interest to
scholars and students.
  al azhar university islamic studies: Research in Corporate and Shari'ah Governance in
the Muslim World Toseef Azid, Ali Abdullah Alnodel, Muhammad Azeem Qureshi, 2019-05-20
Research in Corporate and Shari'ah Governance in the Muslim World: Theory and Practice aims to
address a critical disciplinary gap between Islamic theory and the practice of the corporate sector in
the Muslim World. Adopting a critical approach, the book sheds light on the impact of corporate
governance on the economies of the Muslim world.
  al azhar university islamic studies: Majulah! Zainul Abidin bin Rasheed, Norshahril Saat,
2016 The Malay/Muslim community is an integral part of the formative years of modern Singapore.
The Singapore Malay/Muslim community comprises approximately 13% of Singapore's population of
about 5.5 million people. More than 90% of Singaporean Muslims are Malays while the remaining
are Indians, Arabs, Chinese and members of other ethnic groups. This book highlights the progress
of the community, its contributions, and also the challenges for the last 50 years since 1965--
  al azhar university islamic studies: The Muslim Brotherhood B. Rubin, 2010-05-24 The
Muslim Brotherhood is the oldest and most important international Islamist group. Aside from
strong organizations in Egypt, Jordan, Syria—where it provides the main opposition—and its
Palestinian offshoot Hamas which rules the Gaza Strip, the Brotherhood has become active in
Europe and North America.
  al azhar university islamic studies: Quantitative Study of Islamic Literature Mohamed Taher,
1993 This book is the first attempt to analyse the uslamics in its totality. The quantification
technique used here is called Bibliometrics. And the work in hand is also the first attempt to apply
the Bibliometric method to the study of islamic literature. It is on this basis that the author hopes his
book to be of some significance to those concerned with Area studies, Orientalism, History, culture,
comparative Religion and Islam.
  al azhar university islamic studies: The Secret Apparatus Cynthia Farahat, 2022-09-27 The
world’s most dangerous terrorist group is not hiding in the caves of the Hindu Kush or in the
Saharan wilderness—it operates inside the United States, and its members have sworn to fight
eternal jihad. The Muslim Brotherhood is a fraternal cult inspired by the Order of the Assassins and
modeled after Joseph Stalin’s Secret Apparatus. It’s an incubator for Islamic terrorist organizations,
and it has implemented a one-hundred-year plan to destroy the West. The Muslim Brotherhood



claims to be a reformist, non-violent political organization, but it is a terrorism apparatus with a
political facade, which its founder Hassan al-Banna called “an industry of death.” The Secret
Apparatus proves the Muslim Brotherhood’s clandestine militia—the secret apparatus—is still
operational. The Brotherhood leadership’s own words, internal documents, and highest-ranking
defector confirm the Brotherhood founded most modern terrorist groups, including al-Qaeda and the
Islamic State. This book examines the Brotherhood’s history, political theology, and secret alliance
with Iran, and offers policy recommendations needed to stop an existential threat to the United
States and the world.
  al azhar university islamic studies: My Name Used to be Muhammad Tito Momen, Jeff
Benedict, 2013 Tito Momen was raised to observe the strict and radical teachings of Islam but later
he was introduced to Christianity and baptized in The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, a
decision which lead to estrangement from his family and imprisonment.
  al azhar university islamic studies: Travelling Home: Essays on Islam in Europe Abdal Hakim
Murad, 2020-04-29 A forceful study of Islamophobia in Europe in an age of populism and pandemic,
considering survival strategies for Muslims on the basis of Qur’an, Hadith, and the Islamic
theological, legal and spiritual legacy.
  al azhar university islamic studies: Historical Dictionary of Brunei Darussalam Jatswan
S. Sidhu, 2016-12-20 After being a British protectorate for about 96 years since the 1888 Treaty of
Protection, the modern state of Negara Brunei Darussalam (Abode of Peace) eventually obtained its
independence from Great Britain on 1 January 1984. Run by a royal family that established a
kingdom in Brunei some 650 years ago, the first sultan, Muhammad Shah (Alak Betatar) was
installed in c.1363. Sultan Hassanal Bolkiah, the current ruler, is the 29th sultan of the lineage and
is one of the richest men in the world. In spite of being called a mini-state, Brunei is well-known
around the world because its population enjoys one of the highest gross national income per capita
in the world, at an average of US$39,943 (2015) a year. This third edition of Historical Dictionary of
Brunei Darussalam contains a chronology, an introduction, appendixes, and an extensive
bibliography. The dictionary section has over 300 cross-referenced entries on important
personalities, politics, economy, foreign relations, religion, and culture. This book is an excellent
access point for students, researchers, and anyone wanting to know more about the Brunei
Darussalam.
  al azhar university islamic studies: Women's Rights in Authoritarian Egypt Hiam Elgousi,
2016-04-20 During the uprisings of late 2010 and 2011 which took place across the Middle East and
North Africa, women made up an important part of the crowds protesting. Women's rights were
central to the demands made. However, despite this, in the ensuing social and political struggles,
these rights have not progressed much beyond the situation under previous governments. Hiam
El-Gousi's book offers an examination of the status of women under Egypt's various authoritarian
regimes. In exploring the role played by religious scholars in helping to define women's status in
society, she focuses on personal status laws and health rights. In examining the issue of women's
rights El-Gousi begins with an account of feminism in Egypt: the centre of feminist thought in the
Middle East at the end of the nineteenth and beginning of the twentieth century. Based on extensive
research in the country, especially at grassroots level, El-Gousi goes on to analyse the constitutional
and legislative rulings which have affected the lives and rights of Egyptian women. This book will
become a vital primary resource for those studying feminism in the wider Middle East and North
Africa.
  al azhar university islamic studies: Who's Who in the Arab World 2007-2008 Publitec
Publications, 2011-12-22 Who's Who in the Arab World 2007-2008 compiles information on the most
notable individuals in the Arab world. Additionally, the title provides insight into the historical
background and the present of this influential and often volatile region. Part I sets out precise
biographical details on some 6,000 eminent individuals who influence every sphere of public life in
politics, culture and society. Part II surveys the 19 Arab Countries, providing detailed information on
the geography, history, constitution, economy and culture of the individual countries. Part III



provides information on the historical background of the Arab world. Indexes by country and
profession supplement the biographical section. A select bibliography of secondary literature on the
Middle East is also included.
  al azhar university islamic studies: Beiträge Zum Islamischen Recht VII Gesellschaft für
Arabisches und Islamisches Recht. Jahrestagung, 2010 Dieser von der Gesellschaft für Arabisches
und Islamisches Recht (GAIR) veröffentlichte und von Hatem Elliesie herausgegebene dreisprachige
Band basiert auf einer in Kooperation mit dem Deutschen Institut für Menschenrechte 2007 in
Berlin veranstalteten Tagung anlässlich des 10-jährigen Jubiläums der GAIR. Thematisch widmet
sich der Band dem Thema «Islam und Menschenrechte», wozu Wissenschaftler und Praktiker aus
den unterschiedlichsten Fachgebieten und Ländern beigetragen haben. This trilingual volume,
published by the Gesellschaft für Arabisches und Islamisches Recht (GAIR), and edited by Hatem
Elliesie, is based on a conference, on the occasion of its 10th Annual Anniversary 2007 in Berlin,
carried out in cooperation with the German Institute for Human Rights. The publication addresses
the issue of «Islam and Human Rights», to which academics and practioners of various areas of
expertise and countries have contributed.
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