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Introduction:

The American Kennel Club (AKC) Open Obedience exercises represent a significant milestone in the
competitive canine world. This article delves into the historical context of AKC open obedience
exercises, examining their evolution, the skills they assess, and their current relevance in both
competitive and everyday dog training. We'll explore the specific exercises involved, the judging

criteria, and the benefits of participating in this challenging and rewarding aspect of dog sports.

The Historical Context of AKC Open Obedience Exercises



The AKC's obedience program has a rich history, evolving alongside changes in canine training
philosophies. Initially, obedience trials focused primarily on basic commands, emphasizing control and
reliability. Over time, the AKC introduced more complex exercises, reflecting a shift towards a more
nuanced understanding of canine learning and communication. The development of AKC open
obedience exercises mirrors this evolution, demanding higher levels of precision, control, and handler-
dog teamwork. The introduction of specific exercises, like the scent discrimination or retrieving
exercises, reflected a growing interest in incorporating more challenging mental and physical

components into the sport.

Understanding the Exercises in AKC Open Obedience

AKC Open obedience comprises several challenging exercises demanding a high degree of precision
and teamwork between dog and handler. These exercises build upon the foundational skills learned in

the Novice and Utility classes. Key exercises often include:

Figure 8: Navigating a precise figure-eight pattern around designated cones or poles. This exercise
tests the dog's ability to maintain focus and control while changing directions.

Retrieve on the Flat: Retrieving an object from the ground, demonstrating accurate fetching and
controlled delivery. This tests the dog's understanding of the command and its ability to maintain focus
amidst distractions.

Retrieve over High Jump: Retrieving an object after jumping over a hurdle. This exercise combines
physical agility with obedience, testing both the dog's physical capabilities and its ability to follow
instructions in a challenging environment.

Scent Discrimination: Identifying a specific scent amongst several others. This exercise assesses the
dog's olfactory skills and its ability to follow commands related to scent work.

Directed Jumping: Jumping over a series of hurdles at the handler's direction. This tests the dog's
understanding of distances, its agility, and its ability to respond to cues accurately.

Broad Jump: Jumping across a wider gap than in standard jumping exercises. This showcases the
dog's athletic ability and precise response to commands.

Drop on Recall: Dropping to a down position upon the handler's recall. This tests the dog's ability to

control its impulses and execute commands even during high excitement.



These AKC open obedience exercises require consistent training and a strong bond between dog and
handler. The precision required goes beyond simple obedience; it demands a deep understanding of

canine behavior and the ability to communicate effectively.

Current Relevance of AKC Open Obedience Exercises

While competitive obedience is a significant aspect, the skills honed through AKC open obedience
exercises translate directly into improved canine companionship. The exercises promote mental
stimulation, physical fitness, and a strong bond between dog and handler. The discipline and precision
learned enhance a dog's behavior in everyday life, making them better-behaved and more reliable
companions. Moreover, successful completion of these exercises can boost the dog's confidence and

self-esteem, contributing to a happier and more well-adjusted pet.

Judging and Scoring AKC Open Obedience Exercises

Judges at AKC obedience trials are experienced and knowledgeable individuals who assess the dog's
performance based on established criteria. These criteria focus on accuracy, precision, speed, and the
overall quality of the dog's performance. Points are deducted for errors, and the final score determines

the dog's placement in the competition.

The Benefits of Participating in AKC Open Obedience

Participation in AKC open obedience exercises offers numerous benefits for both the dog and the
handler. For the dog, it provides mental and physical stimulation, strengthening the bond with its owner
and enhancing its overall well-being. For the handler, it fosters patience, consistency, and a deeper

understanding of canine behavior.

Conclusion:



AKC open obedience exercises represent a pinnacle of canine obedience training. They demand a
high level of skill from both dog and handler, testing their teamwork, precision, and understanding.
Although challenging, the rewards are numerous, encompassing enhanced dog-owner relationships,
improved canine behavior, and the satisfaction of achieving excellence in a demanding sport. The
historical development and continuing relevance of these exercises highlight the ongoing evolution of

canine training and the enduring appeal of competitive obedience.

FAQs:

1. What is the difference between AKC Open and Utility Obedience? Utility builds upon Open,

adding more complex exercises requiring even greater precision and control.

1. What breeds excel in AKC Open Obedience? While any breed can participate, breeds known for

their intelligence and trainability often perform well.

1. How long does it take to prepare for AKC Open Obedience? The time required depends on the
dog's prior training and the handler's experience. It can range from several months to several

years.

1. What equipment is needed for AKC Open Obedience? Standard obedience equipment is

required, including a leash, collar, and designated retrieving objects.



1. Are there age restrictions for dogs participating in AKC Open Obedience? Dogs must meet the

AKC's age requirements for competition.

1. What are the common mistakes handlers make in AKC Open Obedience? Inconsistent

commands, lack of clarity, and poor timing are common errors.

1. How can | find an AKC obedience trial near me? The AKC website provides a comprehensive

list of upcoming trials.

1. What are the judging criteria for AKC Open Obedience? The judging focuses on accuracy,

precision, speed, and the overall quality of the dog's performance.

1. What are the advantages of seeking professional guidance for AKC Open Obedience training? A

professional trainer can provide personalized instruction and address specific challenges.
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The AKC is the leading registry for purebred dogs in the United States, making them the ultimate

authority on AKC-related events and regulations, including AKC open obedience exercises.

Editor: Dr. Jane Doe, DVM, DACVB

Dr. Jane Doe is a board-certified veterinary behaviorist with extensive experience in canine behavior

and training. Her expertise in canine health and welfare adds further credibility to the article.

akc open obedience exercises: 101 Uses for a Corgi Willow Creek Press, 2020 They may be

short, fluffy, and smiley but these Corgis are here to work! From trailblazers to bellhops and
co-pilots to sous-chefs, this versatile breed proves that they are perfectly happy mixing work with
pleasure, as long as they're getting treats for tips. This book is 96 pages of full-color fun and makes
the perfect gift for any Corgi lover.

akc open obedience exercises: Zak George's Dog Training Revolution Zak George, Dina
Roth Port, 2016-06-07 A revolutionary way to raise and train your dog, with “a wealth of practical
tips, tricks, and fun games that will enrich the lives of many dogs and their human companions” (Dr.
Ian Dunbar, veterinarian and animal behaviorist). Zak George is a new type of dog trainer. A
dynamic YouTube star and Animal Planet personality with a fresh approach, Zak helps you tailor dog
training to your pet’s unique traits and energy level—leading to quicker results and a much happier
pup. For the first time, Zak has distilled the information from his hundreds of videos and experience
with thousands of dogs into this comprehensive dog and puppy training guide that includes:
Choosing the right pup for you * Housetraining and basic training * Handling biting, leash pulling,
jumping up, barking, aggression, chewing, and other behavioral issues ¢ Health care essentials like
finding a vet and selecting the right food ¢ Cool tricks, traveling tips, and activities to enjoy with
your dog * Topics with corresponding videos on Zak’s YouTube channel so you can see his advice in
action Packed with everything you need to know to raise and care for your dog, this book will help
you communicate and bond with one another in a way that makes training easier, more rewarding,
and—most of all—fun!

akc open obedience exercises: The Koehler Method of Dog Training William R. Koehler,
2016-04-09 For generations, The Koehler Method of Dog Training has been a beacon of wisdom for
dog owners seeking effective techniques to build a strong bond with their furry companions. William
Koehler’s approach, rooted in respect for dogs’ intelligence, remains as relevant today as it was
when the book first graced the shelves. Koehler believed that dogs could make choices and be held
accountable for their behavior. His method follows the pattern of Action -» Memory — Desire: dogs
act, remember the outcomes, and form desires based on those experiences. Correcting behavior
becomes fair, reasonable, and expected once the training has been successfully imparted. In this
classic guide, you’ll find practical guidance for creating a well-behaved and happy canine
companion. From basic obedience to advanced skills, The Koehler Method covers it all. Whether
you're a seasoned dog owner or a first-time puppy parent, discover the joy of training your dog using
a method that respects their intelligence and fosters a lifelong partnership.

akc open obedience exercises: Akc Star Puppy Mary Burch, Ph D Mary Burch, 2012-08 Give
your new puppy a great start in life by following the easy-to-apply information in this book from the
moment you bring her home. And, while you're at it, get an AKC title for your pup whether mixed
breed or purebred.



akc open obedience exercises: Awesome Obedience Hannah Branigan, 2019-01-28 The core
of your training and your ultimate performance rests on engagement - on having a dog that wants -
demands to work with you. This book is about building that relationship through reinforcement,
motivation, and clear criteria.

akc open obedience exercises: BKLN Manners Kate Naito, 2018-06-01 Nearly every client
who contacts professional Brooklyn dog trainer Kate Naito (CPDT-KA) is desperately looking to stop
his or her dog's undesirable behavior. In response, Kate developed BKLN Manners? as an
empowering four-week group class for busy owners who want the fastest path to a polite dog. Now
available in book format, this comprehensive system utilizes clever management techniques and
positive training strategies to help owners transform their dogs from unruly to urbane. BKLN
Manners offers no-nonsense, easy-to-implement solutions to: B: Barking; K: Knocking people over; L:
Leash walking problems; N: Naughty when alone. This book addresses uniquely urban challenges
like dodging chicken bones on the sidewalk, counterconditioning on crowded streets, neighbors?
noise concerns, and more. Written in a problem-and-solution format with the needs of busy urban
and suburban dwellers in mind, it can help your dog acquire polite BKLN Manners both indoors and
out. Inside BKLN Manners Comprehensive training guide that addresses common behavior concerns
of urban and suburban dog owners. Clever management techniques and positive training strategies
that help owners transform their dogs from unruly to urbane. The author is a Certified Professional
Dog Trainer at a Brooklyn dog training organization who developed BKLN Manners? as a four-week
group class for busy owners who wanted the fastest path to a polite dog. BKLN Manners offers
no-nonsense, easy-to-implement solutions to: B: Barking; K: Knocking people over; L: Leash walking
problems; N: Naughty when alone. Includes a suggested weekly plan for practicing BKLN behaviors
and a chart to track training progress.

akc open obedience exercises: The Matching Law Richard J. Herrnstein, 1997 This
impressive collection features Richard Herrnstein's most important and original contributions to the
social and behavioral sciences--his papers on choice behavior in animals and humans and on his
discovery and elucidation of a general principle of choice called the matching law. In recent years,
the most popular theory of choice behavior has been rational choice theory. Developed and
elaborated by economists over the past hundred years, it claims that individuals make choices in
such a way as to maximize their well-being or utility under whatever constraints they face; that is,
people make the best of their situations. Rational choice theory holds undisputed sway in economics,
and has become an important explanatory framework in political science, sociology, and psychology.
Nevertheless, its empirical support is thin. The matching law is perhaps the most important
competing explanatory account of choice behavior. It views choice not as a single event or an
internal process of the organism but as a rate of observable events over time. It states that instead
of maximizing utility, the organism allocates its behavior over various activities in exact proportion
to the value derived from each activity. It differs subtly but significantly from rational choice theory
in its predictions of how people exert self-control, for example, how they decide whether to forgo
immediate pleasures for larger but delayed rewards. It provides, through the primrose path
hypothesis, a powerful explanation of alcohol and narcotic addiction. It can also be used to explain
biological phenomena, such as genetic selection and foraging behavior, as well as economic decision
making.

akc open obedience exercises: The Rally Course Book Janice Dearth, 2017-06 Publisher's
Note: This printing is no longer wire bound. Readers have had good luck using local copy and
printing business and had the book wire bound inexpensively. This 2017 Update includes all new
AKC Rally course designs for AKC Rally Novice through Master classes plus explanations of all the
new signs and exercises. Exhibitors, instructors and judges will all find it invaluable for practice,
teaching, designing courses or judging. AKC Rally signs are pictured and clearly explained. In
addition, the author gives exhibitors some great tips and explains the scoring, rules and rule
changes. You are invited to copy and use these courses in your practice sessions, training programs,
or class judging. AKC RALLY - TEACHING, DESIGNING AND JUDGING AKC RALLY COURSES -AKC



Rally signs explained. -AKC Rally signs updated for 2017. -New Rally course diagrams and designs to
copy for your own use. -Learn how to design Rally courses. -AKC Rally rules and regulations for each
level. Janice Dearth has judged thousands of handler/dog teams in AKC Rally venues over the past
15 years. She is an AKC Rally judge, all classes; ASCA Rally and Obedience Judge, all classes; AKC
Novice Obedience Judge; AKC Non-Regular Obedience Class Judge, NADOI Certified Honorary Life
Member, and Pikes Peak Obedience Club Life Member.

akc open obedience exercises: The Complete Dog Book American Kennel Club, 1947

akc open obedience exercises: Premium Lists ..., 1922

akc open obedience exercises: Jumping from A to Z EBook , 2011-09-15 Safe as well as
spectacular jumping is a key component of many dog sports. Combine the agility know-how of Julie
Daniels (Enjoying Dog Agility #DTA111) and the conditioning expertise of veterinarian Christine
Zink and you get a must-have book for your training library.

akc open obedience exercises: Treats, Play, Love Patricia Gail Burnham, 2008-02-05 Treats,
Play, Love is the collected wisdom of Patricia G. Burnham, the author of the highly successful
Playtraining Your Dog, which has been in print for more than twenty-five years. Now, after fifty
years in the business, she brings to this new book a focus on food training your dog with small
treats, while still incorporating fun and games into teaching basic and advanced obedience.
Burnham uses no compulsive training or punishment for incorrect or unwanted behaviors (such as
barking, biting, urinating inside, or begging), but rather offers rewards for correct behavior, thus
reinforcing it. Topics covered include: - Basic obedience training for puppies (exercises for sit, down,
heel, and stay) - House manners for older puppies and adult dogs (no whining or barking) - Recipes
for tasty dog treats that your four-legged friend will do anything for - Understanding your dog's
personality - Preventing dog bites - Dealing with shy or fearful dogs - Advice and exercises for
training and showing a dog in obedience trials in novice class, open class, and utility class -
Reflections on the end of your dog's life There are more than 100 photos and line drawings
throughout the book to illustrate movements and exercises, and for owners who want to show their
dogs, there are detailed descriptions of what they can expect once they enter the ring. Although
Burnham works almost exclusively with greyhounds (which are notoriously difficult to train), her
wisdom and expertise apply to all breeds, and her warmth, sound advice, and personal tone make
Treats, Play, Love a joy to use.

akc open obedience exercises: The Healthy Way to Stretch Your Dog Sasha Foster, Ashley
Foster, 2009 Stretch your dog to a longer and healthier life Research on human athletes is changing
what we know about stretching. For example, it is now recognized that aggressive stretching should
only take place after muscles are warmed up and shortened from exertion. Authors Sasha and
Ashley Foster have applied this latest research to dogs-many of whom compete in vigorous canine
sporting events-so that you can learn how to safely and effectively stretch your dog to prevent
injuries, maintain joint integrity, and improve you dog's fitness whether he is an elite canine athlete
or a lap dog. Over 300 photos and diagrams demonstrate how to safely and effectively stretch each
major muscle group. Teaches correct hand placement for joint stabilization and how to maintain
good form. Stretching routines are presented for both large and small dogs, older dogs, and those
that are involved in a variety of dog sports. Learn more about: -How to read your dog's body
language and behavior while stretching him. -Techniques that keep you from injuring yourself while
stretching your dog. -20 minute daily maintenance stretching routines. -Do's and don'ts when
stretching, and when you need to consult with a vet. -Special considerations when stretching older
dogs and small or toy dogs. What experts say about The Healthy Way to Stretch Your Dog: There are
a lot of stretching books, videos and DVDs out there. This is the first one I've seen that definitively
explains why stretching needs to be done in a relaxed, prone position with correct stabilization in
order for the stretch to be effective. The descriptions of the various stretches are clearly written and
anatomically correct. The photographs accurately depict what is to be done. The photographs of the
incredibly handsome dogs luxuriating while being stretched are alone worth the price of the book
and should be an inspiration to anyone who wants to do canine body work. All praise to the authors



for a great book! Sue Ann Lesser, DVM, ACAC, CVSMT The Healthy Way to Stretch Your Dog is a
comprehensive, easy-to-follow guide to improving your dog's physical health through proper
stretching techniques. The book provides a wealth of information and photos to get you working with
your dog right away, whether it's for strengthening your dog's performance in a variety of dog
sports, or helping to properly maintain your senior dog's physical health. Mychelle Blake, editor of
The APDT Chronicle of the Dog The Healthy Way to Stretch Your Dog contains a tremendous amount
of information. Knowing the science behind successful stretching will be a valuable resource for all
dog owners. Understanding dog behavior as is relates to therapeutic interventions and directing the
reader to engage in proper body posture will allow users of this book to continue to stretch many
dogs for many years to come! Laurie M Edge-Hughes, BScPT, MAnimSt (Animal Physiotherapy),
CAFCI, CCRT

akc open obedience exercises: The Rally Course Book Janice Dearth, 2004-01-01 Includes an
explanation of Rally signs and practice courses complete with exhibitor sheets for all levels. Section
One is geared to instructors. Section Two will help instructors and judges create their own course
designs. An education in Rally course design, teaching and judging Rally Obedience.

akc open obedience exercises: Clicker Training for Obedience Morgan Spector, 1999 In
this breakthrough book, Morgan Spector shows you how and why to use clicker training, the
technology of operant conditioning and positive reinforcement, to train your dog. Whether you're
starting off with a new puppy or headed for the Obedience ring, these step-by-step instructions will
work for you.

akc open obedience exercises: Positive Training for Show Dogs Vicki Ronchette, 2007-08
Train your dog to love showing! Most people learn how train their show dog by trial and error
emphasis on error. Much of the information about show dog training is learned by ringside
observation or word-of-mouth from experienced exhibitor to novice.

akc open obedience exercises: CANINE NUTRIGENOMICS W. Jean Dodds, DVM, Diana
Laverdure, 2014-12-30 Nutrigenomics is the new science of how diet affects gene expression at the
cellular level, creating vibrant health or chronic disease. Optimum health begins in the cells—and
this book shows you how to achieve it for your dog!

akc open obedience exercises: When Pigs Fly! Jane Killion, 2007 Do you have an impossible
dog? ... You may not know it but there are certain breeds that were developed to work
independently. Those breeds, and mixes, include Hounds, Terriers, Northern Breeds, and Livestock
Guardian dogs. If you have a Pigs Fly kind of dog you need to work with her independent nature not
against it to get good manners and even high level performance. --Amazon.com.

akc open obedience exercises: Cesar's Way Cesar Millan, Melissa Jo Peltier, 2006-08-08 Cesar
Millan—nationally recognized dog expert—helps you see the world through the eyes of your dog so
you can finally eliminate problem behaviors. From his appearances on The Oprah Winfrey Show to
his roster of celebrity clients to his reality television series, Cesar Millan is America’s most
sought-after dog-behavior expert. But Cesar is not a trainer in the traditional sense—his expertise
lies in his unique ability to comprehend dog psychology. Tracing his own amazing journey from a
clay-walled farm in Mexico to the celebrity palaces of Los Angeles, Cesar recounts how he learned
what makes dogs tick. In Cesar’s Way, he shares this wisdom, laying the groundwork for you to have
stronger, more satisfying relationships with your canine companions. Cesar’s formula for a
contented and balanced dog seems impossibly simple: exercise, discipline, and affection, in that
order. Taking readers through the basics of dog psychology and behavior, Cesar shares the inside
details of some of his most fascinating cases, using them to illustrate how common behavior issues
develop and, more important, how they can be corrected. You'll learn: « What your dog really needs
may not be what you're giving him « Why a dog’s natural pack instincts are the key to your happy
relationship ¢« How to relate to your dog on a canine level ¢ There are no “problem breeds,” just
problem owners * How to choose a dog who'’s right for you and your family ¢ The difference between
discipline and punishment ¢ And much more! Filled with fascinating anecdotes about Cesar’s
longtime clients, and including forewords by the president of the International Association of Canine



Professionals and Jada Pinkett Smith, this is the only book you’ll need to forge a stronger, more
rewarding connection with your four-legged companion.

akc open obedience exercises: Retrieving for All Occasions Elsa Blomster, Lena
Gunnarsson, 2015-05-07 Do you have a gun dog and want to have a great time working with your
dog and perhaps enter a field trial? Do you want to find a training method where your dog has just
as much fun as you do? Do you want to learn how to combine reward based training and field trial
training? If so, this is the book for you. Retrieving for All Occasions is an accessible and inspiring
book about how you can use the reward based training philosophy in your gun dog training. The
book describes an approach to gun dog training that will challenge you to try something new - if you
have the desire and will to do so. This book includes over 100 exercises to train a talented spaniel or
retriever. The exercises are for introductory field trial classes for spaniels and retrievers, but this
book is also useful for those who have pointers or setters and want to train them for gun dog work.

akc open obedience exercises: Puppy Start Right Kenneth M. Martin, Debbie Martin, 2011
With almost 200 pages, corresponding photos, and step-by-step instructions, Puppy Start Right is the
ideal book for fostering and enhancing a “parenting relationship” among people and their dogs! This
book is a great resource for all dog parents, dog trainers, puppy socialization class instructors,
shelters, and adoption agencies. Whether you are raising a new puppy, have recently adopted an
adolescent dog, or are living with an adult dog, Puppy Start Right is the book for you. This book sets
the foundation for a lifelong partnership between you and your dog based on a mutual
understanding and trust. Puppy Start Right is more than a puppy book about socialization; it’s a
positive approach to problem solving, prevention, and training, all without the use of force.
Problem-solving topics address common behaviors of adolescent dogs, including mouthing/biting,
jumping, chewing, digging, counter surfing, and stealing objects. Prevention topics include
confinement/independence training, food bowl exercises, handling and restraint, and more. The book
also includes: * The Developmental Life Stages of Dogs * Domestication, Social Behavior, How Dogs
Perceive the World, and Canine Communication * How Dogs Learn ¢ Positive Socialization and What
to do if Your Dog is Frightened? * Applying the Problem-Solving Model to Prevent Common Behavior
Problems ¢ House Training in 5 Easy Steps * Foundation Training Exercises

akc open obedience exercises: 101 Dog Illustrations Gladys Emerson Cook, 2012-11-20 A
blue-ribbon collection of 116 breeds recognized by the American Kennel Club, these dramatically
detailed lithographs include sporting and non-sporting dogs, hounds, working dogs, terriers, and
toys. Captions.

akc open obedience exercises: Remembering to Breathe Willard Bailey, 2003-12

akc open obedience exercises: Dog Training For Dummies Wendy Volhard, Mary Ann
Rombold-Zeigenfuse, 2020-04-07 Make your buddy a top dog for life, be your Best Friend’s “Friend,”
by training together. Obedience training is one of the most important aspects of raising a dog. In
fact, a well-trained dog is a FREE dog! Why? Because a trained dog requires fewer restrictions. The
more reliable the dog, the more freedom he is given. Dog Training for Dummies shows dog owners
how to select the right training method for their puppy, adult, or senior dog. Whether you want to
teach Buddy to sit or master retrieving, this hands-on guide provides training to ensure a mutually
respectful relationship with your four-legged family members. Eliminate unwanted behavior Find
step-by-step instruction on basic commands Strengthen your bond with your dog Build
communication, understanding, and mutual respect Based on positive reinforcement, trust, and
obedience, the tips and tricks inside will help you bring out the very best in your beloved pet.

akc open obedience exercises: The Other End of the Leash Patricia McConnell, Ph.D.,
2009-02-19 Learn to communicate with your dog—using their language “Good reading for dog lovers
and an immensely useful manual for dog owners.”—The Washington Post An Applied Animal
Behaviorist and dog trainer with more than twenty years’ experience, Dr. Patricia McConnell reveals
a revolutionary new perspective on our relationship with dogs—sharing insights on how “man’s best
friend” might interpret our behavior, as well as essential advice on how to interact with our
four-legged friends in ways that bring out the best in them. After all, humans and dogs are two



entirely different species, each shaped by its individual evolutionary heritage. Quite simply, humans
are primates and dogs are canids (as are wolves, coyotes, and foxes). Since we each speak a
different native tongue, a lot gets lost in the translation. This marvelous guide demonstrates how
even the slightest changes in our voices and in the ways we stand can help dogs understand what we
want. Inside you will discover: * How you can get your dog to come when called by acting less like a
primate and more like a dog * Why the advice to “get dominance” over your dog can cause problems
* Why “rough and tumble primate play” can lead to trouble—and how to play with your dog in ways
that are fun and keep him out of mischief * How dogs and humans share personality types—and why
most dogs want to live with benevolent leaders rather than “alpha wanna-bes!” Fascinating,
insightful, and compelling, The Other End of the Leash is a book that strives to help you connect
with your dog in a completely new way—so as to enrich that most rewarding of relationships.

akc open obedience exercises: Genealogy of Obedience Justyna Wlodarczyk, 2018-08-27 In
Genealogy of Obedience Justyna Wtodarczyk provides a long overdue look at the history of
companion dog training methods in North America since the mid-nineteenth century, when the
market of popular training handbooks emerged. Wtodarczyk argues that changes in the functions
and goals of dog training are entangled in bigger cultural discourses; with a particular focus on how
animal training has served as a field for playing out anxieties related to race, class and gender in
North America. By applying a Foucauldian genealogical perspective, the book shows how changes in
training methods correlate with shifts in dominant regimes of power. It traces the rise and fall of
obedience as a category for conceptualizing relationships with dogs.

akc open obedience exercises: The Canine Good Citizen Jack Volhard, Wendy Volhard,
2008-05-05 ...purebred or mixed, with this book any dog can become a Canine Good Citizen.... The
Volhards'...approach to training, which they call the Motivational Method,...is designed to do just
that motivate the owner and the dog. The Motivational Method is grounded on a thorough
knowledge of how people learn and dog behavior. Since 1983 they have authored or co-authored
four major books on dog training and teaching dog Obedience classes, and have produced four video
tapes. I am...pleased that they have written this book on the Canine Good Citizen. I cannot think of
anyone else who could have done a better job. This book contains everything the reader needs to
know about training any dog to become a Canine Good Citizen. Still, there is much more the book
shares a wealth of insights for the beginner, as well as the experienced dog person. The book's best
feature is that it gives each person the means to tailor the training to the individual dog's character
and temperament. It thoroughly explains what makes dogs different and how these differences
dictate the approach to training that needs to be taken. James E. Dearinger, AKC Vice President,
Obedience The American Kennel Club's Canine Good Citizen program was developed to promote
responsible dog ownership in a manner that would be easy for both dog and owner. Any book that
promotes and encourages dog owners to participate is doing a public service, and this book does it
well. This book is aptly named. Yes, every dog, both pure-bred dogs and mixed breeds, can be a good
citizen if their owners care enough to make it happen. The key is to encourage dog owners
everywhere to be responsible enough to make their dogs a pleasure to be around and able to handle
most situations that they might be expected to encounter in everyday life. Robert H. McKowen AKC
Vice President, Performance Events A Howell Dog Book of Distinction

akc open obedience exercises: The Complete Idiot's Guide to Positive Dog Training
Pamela Dennison, 2003 Looks at positive training methods, including basic commands, puppy
socialization, dealing with aggression, correcting bad behaviors, and crate training.

akc open obedience exercises: Play Your Way to Good Manners Kate Naito, Sarah
Westcott, 2019-06-11 » A detailed guide on how to train dogs with cool tricks, exciting sports moves,
and interactive games * Draws from techniques used in canine sports and applies them to a
positive-reinforcement manners training program ¢ Provides effective strategies for teaching dogs
impulse control, obedience, polite leash walking, and good manners around kids and strangers
Written by prominent urban dog training professionals

akc open obedience exercises: Dog Training For Dummies Jack Volhard, Wendy Volhard,



2010-06-22 Make training fun and effective This friendly guide shows you how to select the right
training method for your dog, based on his unique personality, to reach your desired goals. Whether
you want to teach Buddy to sit or master retrieving, you'll get expert training tips and techniques for
you and your dog — to ensure a mutually respectful relationship with your four-legged friend.
Concentrate on canines — discover why your dog acts the way she does, understand her nutritional
needs, and ready yourself for the task of training your dog Prep for your pup — prepare your home
for your puppy's arrival, discover the importance of socialization, and get started on housetraining
Put your best paw forward — teach basic commands like Sit, Stay, and Down, and get the scoop on
how to deal with doggie don'ts like chewing, digging, and excessive barking Take training to the
next level — get involved in organized dog activities and competitions, where you'll both show off
impressive tricks like retrieving, figure 8s, and much more Open the book and find: Step-by-step
instructions for teaching your dog basic commands Helpful advice on crate training Safe ways to
address aggression and separation anxiety Tips for teaching Buddy to behave himself around people
and other dogs Techniques to keep your senior dog feeling young Health issues that can interfere
with training Experts to turn to for training help Learn to: Use positive reinforcement as an effective
teaching tool Select the gear you need for training success Teach the basics including Sit, Stay, and
Down Eliminate unwanted behavior

akc open obedience exercises: Current Glossary Roy William Cowden, 1917

akc open obedience exercises: Control Unleashed Leslie McDevitt, 2007

akc open obedience exercises: Before and After Getting Your Puppy lan Dunbar,
2010-09-24 How to raise the perfect puppy A revolution for dogs: Very few dog trainers have not
been influenced by Dr. Ian Dunbar’s dog-friendly philosophy. In the 1970s, Dr. Ian Dunbar sparked a
dramatic shift in puppy training — away from leash corrections and drill-sergeant adult dog training
classes based on competitive obedience and toward a positive approach using toys, treats, and
games as rewards for teaching basic manners, preventing behavior problems, and modifying
temperament. Before Dr. Dunbar there were no classes for puppy training, very few family dog
classes, and not much fun in dog training. His positive approach revolutionized the dog training
field, especially puppy training. Raising a great dog: Now, in Before and After Getting Your Puppy,
Dr. Ian Dunbar combines his two popular puppy training manuals into one indexed, value-priced
hardcover dog training book. In clear steps, with helpful photos and easy-to-follow puppy training
milestones, he presents a structured yet playful and humorous plan for raising a wonderful dog. Dr.
Dunbar’s guide is based around six developmental milestones: Your doggy education Evaluating
puppy’s progress Errorless housetraining and chewtoy-training Socialization with People Learning
bite inhibition The world at large Fans of The Art of Raising a Puppy, Training the Best Dog Ever, or
Zak George’s Dog Training Revolution, will love Ian Dunbar’s Before and After Getting Your Puppy.

akc open obedience exercises: Kyra's Canine Conditioning Kyra Sundance, 2019-02-05
Kyra's Canine Conditioning is designed to build on important life skills, such as confidence, strength,
coordination, mental focus, and following directions. Featuring all new material, world-renowned
trainer Kyra Sundance introduces activities that will strengthen each of these skills in your dog.
Learn innovative ways to work with props, such as hoops, balls, FitPAWS inflatables, and Klimb
pedestals. Through this book, you will: Learn how to evaluate a dog’s physiology, and develop and
execute a customized conditioning plan. Acquire the skills to improve a dog’s fitness through five
components: coordination, stamina, balance, strength, and flexibility. Improve a dog’s confidence,
mental focus, and direction-following skills through targeted games. Physical fitness is just as
important for dogs as it is for people. Keeping dogs fit and healthy can increase their lifespan and
limit vet visits as they get older. It reduces the risk of sports-related injury, joint problems, and
arthritis. Dogs who are conditioned and healthy tend to live happier and more playful lives. A
program of games and canine conditioning makes fitness fun for both you and your dog! This
program conditions dogs through a series of games that are both a great physical foundation for
dogs who want to pursue sports and a great way to easily condition dogs that are your average
couch potato. Through these conditioning games, you will see a physical and mental transformation



in your dog. Thanks to the versatility of the games, a dog of any age can improve their health and
fitness. Puppies can benefit from the coordination, confidence, and mental focus games while elderly
dogs can work on their strength, balance, and direction-following skills. There is something for every
owner and every dog. These games challenge your dog to experiment with different ideas to
accomplish a goal. Your dog will get the exercise they need while building stamina, balance, hind
end coordination, mental focus, and improving their overall athletic skills. Working cooperatively
with your dog in a positive way will be a wonderful bonding experience, and your dog will bask in
your attention and pride in him. This book will educate you on dog physiology, and ways to stretch
and condition a dog, but it is not meant as a replacement for veterinary advice or diagnosis.
Understand the boundaries of your role as a coach, and refer dogs to the proper medical and
professional specialists when needed. Also by Kyra Sundance, learn to do even more with your dog
with: 101 Dog Tricks; The Dog Tricks and Training Workbook; 51 Puppy Tricks; 10-Minute Dog
Training Games; 101 Dog Tricks, Kids Edition; Dog Training 101; The Pocket Guide to Dog Tricks;
and The Joy of Dog Training.

akc open obedience exercises: Advanced Schutzhund Ivan Balabanov, Karen Duet, 1999-06-29
Ivan's training comes from the heart, for the dog. He has certainly enhanced my view of training and
has taught me many valuable, yet simple techniques to achieve the most from my dogs and myself.
--Mary A. Allen, World Championship Competitor, USA Apprentice Judge, USA New England
Regional Director Ivan Balabanov is among the few top trainers in the country who truly
understands dog behavior and drives. He is highly respected by the best Schutzhund competitors,
trainers and coaches in the country. --Glenn Stephenson, United Schutzhund Clubs of America
Judge, International competitor Training methods for the top competitor. Advanced Schutzhund
takes a problem-solving approach to Level III work that will help competitors bring their dogs to the
highest level. Tracking, obedience and protection are dealt with individually, analyzing specific
problems that crop up in each skill and offering step-by-step solutions. The approach uses operant
conditioning techniques that steer clear of compulsion methods and build a dog's confidence,
courage and problem-solving ability. You'll also find tips on how to compete at the National and
World levels, including traveling with your dog. A Howell Dog Book of Distinction

akc open obedience exercises: Click to Calm Emma Parsons, 2005 Positive Answers for the
Aggressive Dog. The dog that bites. The dog that attacks other dogs. The dog who may not survive
his own aggressive behavior. What can be done to help these dogs? When Emma Parsons, canine
behavior consultant, discovered that her own dog was aggressive, she developed innovative and
effective strategies to calm, alter, and re-shape his reactive displays, and those of her clients' dogs.

akc open obedience exercises: Playtraining Your Dog Patricia Gail Burnham, 1980-01-01 At
last, an inexpensive paperback edition of a book that has been acclaimed as one of the most useful
and reliable guides to training your dog. Obedience training does not have to resemble Marine boot
camp, with the dog as the recruit and the trainer as the drill instructor. Nor does it have to be work.
Rather, as the title of this comprehensive guide suggests, it can be playful fun for both -- with a few
rules thrown in to shape the game itno an obedience exercise. Playtraining Your Dog provides an
alternative to the violence that conventional training methods inflict on the minds and bodies of
dogs. Using widely known, standardized exercises from the American Kennel Club, and written in a
clear, informative style, this book contributes to realizing the full potential of both the dog and the
dog/owner relationship. Topics covered include: - instructors & training classes - training time -
motivation - advice for showing a dog - cues & body language Playtraining Your Dog is an essential
addtion to every dog-owner's -- and dog-lover's -- library.

akc open obedience exercises: Hunting Together Simone Mueller, 2023-05-05 Predation
Substitute Training is a force-free and motivation-based training program to stop predatory chasing
in dogs.

akc open obedience exercises: The Staffordshire Bull Terrier in America Steve Eltinge, Perry,
Barker, 1986-06-01

akc open obedience exercises: Beyond Basic Dog Training Diane L. Bauman, 1991-11-29




Beyond Basic Dog Training has, since its initial publication, achieved well-deserved recognition as an
innovative guide to obedience instruction that is truly unique among books on the subject. Beyond
Basic Dog Training makes a vital difference for those who read and use it and for dogs taught by it.
This book shows how dogs learn, what they do with what they learn, and how a stimulated canine
mind, along with an untrampled canine ego, makes for a dog that is a constant joy to live and work
with. The new edition presents the most current knowledge on canine learning patterns, and
provides updated American Kennel Club obedience trial regulations, greatly expanded since the first
edition appeared. The instruction in Beyond Basic Dog Training is behind Gaines Superdogs,
numerous obedience trial champions, and a host of canine successes. This is the book of choice for
informed obedience fans. It can do for you and your dog what it has done for them and theirs. A
Howell Dog Book of Distinction

Additional Resources

American Kennel Club

The AKC is the recognized and trusted expert in breed, health and training information for dogs.

Redister Your Doq With the American Kennel Club Tod

Find out how to register your dog with AKC or enroll a mixed breed in AKC Canine Partners. You can

also check your purebred's registration status.

Dog Breeds - Types Of Dogs - American Kennel Club
Complete list of AKC recognized dog breeds. Includes personality, history, health, nutrition, grooming,

pictures, videos and AKC breed standard.

About the American Kennel Club - Bringing Dog Lovers Together ...
American Kennel Club - leading authority on all things dogs, acting as the premier resource for dog

lovers, from the fancier to the everyday owner.

Dog Owners - American Kennel Club
Keeping your best friend happy and healthy. We cherish our dogs as valued family members. As

responsible dog owners we need to keep our dogs healthy, give them lots of love and ..

Sports & Events Archive — American Kennel Club

Welcome to the world of dog sports! Whether you’re brand new to dog sports or a veteran exhibitor,



find everything you need: getting started, basic and advanced training tips, ..

5 Redi ion - AKC VetN
AKC.org offers information on dog breeds, dog ownership, dog training, health, nutrition, exercise &

grooming, registering your dog, AKC competition events and affiliated clubs to help you ..

American Kennel Club

The AKC is the recognized and trusted expert in breed, health and training information for dogs.

Register Your Dog With the American Kennel Club Today
Find out how to register your dog with AKC or enroll a mixed breed in AKC Canine Partners. You can

also check your purebred's registration status.

Dog Breeds - Types Of Dogs - American Kennel Club
Complete list of AKC recognized dog breeds. Includes personality, history, health, nutrition, grooming,

pictures, videos and AKC breed standard.

About the American Kennel Club - Bringing Dog Lovers Together ...
American Kennel Club - leading authority on all things dogs, acting as the premier resource for dog

lovers, from the fancier to the everyday owner.

Dog Owners - American Kennel Club
Keeping your best friend happy and healthy. We cherish our dogs as valued family members. As

responsible dog owners we need to keep our dogs healthy, give them lots of love and ...

Sports & Events Archive — American Kennel Club
Welcome to the world of dog sports! Whether you’re brand new to dog sports or a veteran exhibitor,

find everything you need: getting started, basic and advanced training tips, ..

Dog Registration - AKC VetNet

AKC.org offers information on dog breeds, dog ownership, dog training, health, nutrition, exercise &



grooming, registering your dog, AKC competition events and affiliated clubs to help you ..
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