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The Genesis of the Air Force Bowl: From Independence Bowl
to Falcon Legacy (1976-Present)

The story of the Air Force Bowl is intricately interwoven with the history of other prominent bowl
games. Understanding the “Air Force Bowl history” requires tracing its roots back to the
Independence Bowl, which first took place in 1976. Initially played in Shreveport, Louisiana, the
Independence Bowl aimed to provide a postseason opportunity for teams from outside the traditional
power conferences. The bowl’s focus on providing a platform for deserving mid-major programs and
occasionally featuring teams with strong military affiliations set the stage for what would become
the Air Force Bowl.

The transition from the Independence Bowl to the Air Force Bowl wasn't a sudden shift but a gradual
evolution. For many years, the Independence Bowl featured teams with varying affiliations and
records. However, as sponsorships and broadcast deals evolved, the bowl organizers recognized the
potential of aligning themselves with a recognizable brand and a passionate fan base. This led to the
rebranding in 2006. The “Air Force Bowl history,” as a distinctly named entity, therefore, begins in
2006. However, understanding its legacy demands acknowledging its predecessor, the
Independence Bowl.

The choice of the Air Force Academy as the namesake was a strategic move. The Academy's rich
history, strong national following, and the inherent appeal of a service academy team participating
in a bowl game proved to be a powerful combination. The rebranding injected fresh energy into the
game, attracting greater media attention and strengthening fan engagement. The Air Force Bowl
quickly established itself as a consistent and well-respected part of the college football postseason



landscape. This is a significant aspect of the “Air Force Bowl history.”

Evolution of Game Format and Participation: Reflecting
Trends in College Football

Over the years, the format and participating teams in the Air Force Bowl have evolved, mirroring
broader changes within college football itself. Initially, the focus was on teams from the Mountain
West Conference and Conference USA, but the selection criteria have become more fluid, drawing
teams from a wider range of conferences based on merit and team records. Analyzing the Air Force
Bowl history, we see fluctuations in the competitive balance. Some years featured closely contested
games, while others showcased lopsided victories. This variance reflects the inherent
unpredictability of college football, even at the bowl level.

The “Air Force Bowl history” also reflects the increasing importance of television contracts and
sponsorship deals in shaping the bowl game landscape. The partnerships established over the years
have played a crucial role in the financial viability and overall success of the Air Force Bowl. These
financial factors influence the game's marketing, broadcast coverage, and even the selection criteria
for participating teams.

Another key element of “Air Force Bowl history” involves examining the impact of the bowl on the
participating teams. For many teams, the Air Force Bowl represents a culminating event of their
season, providing a platform for players to showcase their talents and conclude their collegiate
careers on a significant stage. For the Air Force Academy specifically, the bowl game holds added
significance as a symbolic representation of the team’s accomplishments and a tribute to the
commitment and dedication of its cadets.

Notable Games and Memorable Moments in Air Force Bowl
History

The Air Force Bowl has witnessed its share of thrilling upsets, nail-biting finishes, and memorable
performances. Studying specific games within the “Air Force Bowl history” reveals moments that
have become etched in the memories of fans. These moments, often featuring exceptional individual
performances or dramatic game-changing plays, contribute to the overall narrative of the bowl’s
evolution.

Some years have seen dominant performances by one team, while others have featured back-and-
forth battles that came down to the wire. Analyzing individual games within the Air Force Bowl
history allows for a detailed understanding of the diverse competitive dynamics that have shaped the
bowl’s identity. These detailed analyses, coupled with statistical analysis and game footage, can
offer valuable insights into coaching strategies, player performance, and the evolution of gameplay
itself.

The Economic and Cultural Impact of the Air Force Bowl

The “Air Force Bowl history” isn't just about the games themselves; it's also about the economic and
cultural impact the bowl game has on the host city and the surrounding community. The bowl game
serves as a significant economic driver, bringing in revenue from tourism, hospitality, and local



spending. This is a significant component of understanding the comprehensive “Air Force Bowl
history.” The influx of visitors during the bowl week generates business for hotels, restaurants, and
other local establishments. Beyond economics, the bowl game also contributes to the community's
cultural identity and sense of civic pride. The event fosters a spirit of community and provides a
platform for showcasing the region's hospitality.

Conclusion

The Air Force Bowl, while a relatively recent addition to the bowl game landscape, boasts a rich
history reflecting the evolution of both college football and its postseason format. Understanding the
“Air Force Bowl history,” from its origins in the Independence Bowl to its current status as a
respected postseason event, provides valuable insights into the ever-changing dynamics of college
football. Through analyzing the game's evolution, memorable moments, economic impact, and
evolving participation, a comprehensive picture emerges, capturing the true legacy of the Air Force
Bowl.

FAQs

1. What year did the Air Force Bowl officially begin? 2006, though its history is connected to the
Independence Bowl.

1. Where is the Air Force Bowl played? Currently, it's played at Falcon Stadium in Colorado
Springs, Colorado.

1. What conferences are typically represented in the Air Force Bowl? While not exclusively
limited, teams from the Mountain West Conference are frequent participants.

1. How are teams selected for the Air Force Bowl? Teams are selected based on their overall
performance and record during the regular season.

1. What is the significance of the Air Force Academy's involvement? It adds a prestigious military
element and passionate fan base to the bowl game.

1. Has the Air Force Bowl ever had a significant upset? Yes, like any bowl game, there have been
surprising results throughout its history.



1. What is the economic impact of the Air Force Bowl on its host city? It provides a substantial
boost to the local economy through tourism and spending.

1. Are there any notable traditions associated with the Air Force Bowl? While not as established
as some older bowls, traditions are developing around the game.

1. Where can I find more detailed statistics and results from past Air Force Bowls? Numerous
sports websites and college football databases offer comprehensive game results.
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air force bowl history: The Chronological History of the C-5 Galaxy John W. Leland, 2003

air force bowl history: Congressional Record United States. Congress, 1971 The Congressional
Record is the official record of the proceedings and debates of the United States Congress. It is
published daily when Congress is in session. The Congressional Record began publication in 1873.
Debates for sessions prior to 1873 are recorded in The Debates and Proceedings in the Congress of
the United States (1789-1824), the Register of Debates in Congress (1824-1837), and the
Congressional Globe (1833-1873)

air force bowl history: Scholastic Year in Sports 2023 James Buckley Jr., 2022-12-06 The
ultimate book for young sports fans is back with the past year's top sports stories. Look back on
another year in sports with Scholastic, featuring exciting and all-new coverage for 2023. Get up
close and personal with the top athletes in baseball, basketball, football, soccer, and more in this
perfect book for sports fanatics and newbies alike.

air force bowl history: The USA TODAY College Football Encyclopedia 2009-2010 Bob
Boyles, Paul Guido, 2009-08 The most comprehensive resource on college football ever published.

air force bowl history: Count the Helmets Neal Starkey, 2015-04-17 Count the Helmets is
the completion of a thirty-year goal to write a highly accurate story about the people that made up
the 1985 AFA Falcon football team, its coaches and players, their journey through an extraordinary
12-1 season, and how their shared experiences at the academy resulted in the development of
leaders of character, in a culture of commitment, and a climate of respect, ready to serve their
country. The success of this book, however, will be measured by how well it helps potential cadets,
from every possible culture and background, better understand the culture and values of the Air
Force Academy, allowing them to make a better, more informed choice about whether the AFA is the
right place for themor not.

air force bowl history: Bowled Over Oriard, 2010-07-13 In this compellingly argued and
deeply personal book, respected sports historian Michael Oriard--who was himself a former
second-team All-American at Notre Dame--explores a wide range of trends that have changed the
face of big-time college football and transformed the role of the student-athlete. Oriard considers
such issues as the politicizati...




air force bowl history: The Illustrated History of American Military Commissaries Peter
D. Skirbunt, 2008 Presents a comprehensive history spanning the 233 years of the four major
services' sales commissaries.

air force bowl history: Those Red Tag Bastards Editor Don Shepperd, 2012-08-08 A collection
of stories written by the members of the Class of 1962, the fourth class to graduate from the United
States Air Force Academy - the original Red Tag Bastards - on the occasion of their 50th class
reunion.

air force bowl history: Virginia Tech Hokies Bowl Games ,

air force bowl history: Hawkeye Legends, Lists, & Lore Mike Finn, Chad Leistikow, 1998 In
this book, Hawkeye Legends, Lists and Lore, lowa's grand athletic history is chronicled in its most
complete form ever and its athletes and teams of yesteryear are brought back to life. This book also
lists the great and not-so-great moments in lowa athletic history in the 'Charts' features. These
sections provide a handy factual resource to demonstrate Hawkeye individuals and teams that rank
in the school's history. Hawkeye Legends, Lists and Lore is a must for anyone who is loyal to the
Black and Gold and is the perfect gift for your favourite Hawkeye fan.

air force bowl history: Wild Blue Yonder! History of Air Force Falcons Football Steve
Fulton, Steve's Football Bible Llc, 2021-12-30 Read about the great history and traditions of the Air
Force Falcons football throughout the years. Season by season recaps with game recaps along with
schedules for each season. Rivalry games, Bowl games and much more. Whether you are an Air
Force football fan or a College Football fan, this is a must read for all. UPDATED through the 2021
season.

air force bowl history: APAIS 1991: Australian public affairs information service ,

air force bowl history: Rites of Autumn Richard Whittingham, 2001 Chronicles the history of
college football from its first games in 1901 through the major tournaments of the twenty-first
century.

air force bowl history: Apollo's Warriors Michael E. Haas, 1998-05 Presenting a fascinating
insider's view of U.S.A.F. special operations, this volume brings to life the critical contributions
these forces have made to the exercise of air & space power. Focusing in particular on the period
between the Korean War & the Indochina wars of 1950-1979, the accounts of numerous missions are
profusely illustrated with photos & maps. Includes a discussion of AF operations in Europe during
WWII, as well as profiles of Air Commandos who performed above & beyond the call of duty. Reflects
on the need for financial & political support for restoration of the forces. Bibliography. Extensive
photos & maps. Charts & tables.

air force bowl history: Sierra Hotel : flying Air Force fighters in the decade after
Vietnam , 2001 In February 1999, only a few weeks before the U.S. Air Force spearheaded NATO's
Allied Force air campaign against Serbia, Col. C.R. Anderegg, USAF (Ret.), visited the commander of
the U.S. Air Forces in Europe. Colonel Anderegg had known Gen. John Jumper since they had served
together as jet forward air controllers in Southeast Asia nearly thirty years earlier. From the vantage
point of 1999, they looked back to the day in February 1970, when they first controlled a
laser-guided bomb strike. In this book Anderegg takes us from glimmers of hope like that one
through other major improvements in the Air Force that came between the Vietnam War and the
Gulf War. Always central in Anderegg's account of those changes are the people who made them.
This is a very personal book by an officer who participated in the transformation he describes so
vividly. Much of his story revolves around the Fighter Weapons School at Nellis Air Force Base
(AFB), Nevada, where he served two tours as an instructor pilot specializing in guided munitions.

air force bowl history: The USA TODAY College Football Encyclopedia 2008-2009 Bob Boyles,
Paul Guido, 2008-08-04 The result of 15 years of exhaustive research, this work is the definitive
statistical and factual reference for everything related to college football in the past 50 years.

air force bowl history: Congressional Record Index , 1967 Includes history of bills and
resolutions.

air force bowl history: ESPN Southeastern Conference Football Encyclopedia Michael




MacCambridge, 2009 THE ESPN SEC FOOTBALL ENCYCLOPEDIA INCLUDES e expanded profiles
and histories of all twelve Southeastern Conference football programs, as well as former SEC
schools Georgia Tech and Tulane ° original essays on what makes each SEC program unique written
by such experts as Winston Groom (Alabama), Lou Holtz (South Carolina), and Buster Olney
(Vanderbilt) « two-page record books for each school, with all-time and annual leaders ¢ all-time
teams, college and pro football hall of fame inductees, first-round draft choices, and retired numbers
for every school ¢ a complete bowl history for each team, including box scores ¢ a history of the
Southeastern Conference written by Chuck Culpepper, and the all-time SEC team as selected by
Ivan Maisel, author of A War in Dixie

air force bowl history: The Character Edge Robert L. Caslen, Jr., Michael D. Matthews,
2020-10-13 The former superintendent at West Point and a psychologist explain why all successful
leaders rely on a foundation of strong character. Among the most successful leaders throughout
history—from Abe Lincoln to Rosa Parks, Mahatma Gandhi to Susan B. Anthony, Martin Luther King,
Jr. to Nelson Mandela—some were brilliant mathematicians and economists, others were creative
visionaries, still others were masterful at strategic planning. Their mastery of their field wasn’t the
secret to their highly effective leadership. All of their skill, grit, resilience, charisma, and courage
emanated from one thing: their strength of character. Character—the moral values and habits of an
individual—is in the spotlight now more than perhaps at any other point in modern history.
Politicians distort facts. Corporations cheat customers and investors. Athletes are caught using
illegal supplements. In addition to harming our culture at large, these failures of character have a
profound and undermining impact on leadership. The authors of this book are experts on the value
of character, its correlation with successful leadership, and how to build it in individuals and
prospective leaders. General Robert L. Caslen, Jr. served the US Army for over 43 years and served
as Superintendent at the US Military Academy at West Point. Psychologist Dr. Michael D. Matthews
is a Professor of Engineering Psychology at West Point who has focused on the psychology of
character for years. Together they witnessed firsthand that raw talent is not enough to stand on its
own; successful leadership relies on the critical foundation of a strong character. In The Character
Edge they leverage their perspectives to offer an empowering, story-driven argument—backed by
the latest scientific research—that character is vital to success. They give readers the tools to build
and sustain character in themselves and their organizations by testing readers' strengths of the gut,
head and heart and teaching how to build trust and nurture the seeds of character.

air force bowl history: Airman , 1989

air force bowl history: Army, Navy, Air Force Journal & Register , 1947

air force bowl history: Inglorious, Illegal Bastards Aaron Skabelund, 2022-07-15 In Inglorious,
Illegal Bastards, Aaron Herald Skabelund examines how the Self-Defense Force (SDF)—the
post-World War II Japanese military—and specifically the Ground Self-Defense Force (GSDF),
struggled for legitimacy in a society at best indifferent to them and often hostile to their very
existence. From the early iterations of the GSDF as the Police Reserve Force and the National Safety
Force, through its establishment as the largest and most visible branch of the armed forces, the
GSDF deployed an array of public outreach and public service initiatives, including off-base and
on-base events, civil engineering projects, and natural disaster relief operations. Internally, the
GSDF focused on indoctrination of its personnel to fashion a reconfigured patriotism and esprit de
corps. These efforts to gain legitimacy achieved some success and influenced the public over time,
but they did not just change society. They also transformed the force itself, as it assumed new
priorities and traditions and contributed to the making of a Cold War defense identity, which came
to be shared by wider society in Japan. As Inglorious, Illegal Bastards demonstrates, this identity
endures today, several decades after the end of the Cold War.

air force bowl history: Blue Ribbon Football Yearbook Chris Dortch, 2005

air force bowl history: A Concise History of the United States Marine Corps, 1775-1969
William D. Parker, 1971

air force bowl history: 100 Things Notre Dame Fans Should Know & Do Before They Die John




Heisler, 2013-10-01 The storied Notre Dame football program has long been full of pride and
passionate fans, as the Fighting Irish have provided decades of incredible memories for its legion of
alumni and followers, and author John Heisler captures this tradition and others in this essential
fanbook. Created for the serious football fan who wants to enhance their Fighting Irish IQ, this book
reveals special stories and experiences from fans and memorable moments about past and present
players and coaches. As a longtime ND employee in the sports information and athletic departments,
author John Heisler shares what's really important and he touches on some of the most famous
games, players, and traditions in Fighting Irish history, including Knute Rockne's Win One for the
Gipper speech, the team's game day walk from the Basilica to Notre Dame Stadium, Joe Montana's
legendary comeback performance in the 1979 Cotton Bowl, Indiana State Police Sergeant Tim
McCarthy's public safety messages, and the team's storybook and inspirational 2012 season. From
singing the Notre Dame Fight Song at the Friday night pep rally at the Joyce Center to taking in a
game at historic Notre Dame Stadium, this guidebook covers all there is to Irish football, making a
must read for any fan.

air force bowl history: Air Force; the Official Service Journal of the U.S. Army Air Forces ,
1940

air force bowl history: Air Force Magazine , 2006-07

air force bowl history: Congressional Record ,

air force bowl history: Keepers of the Spirit John A. Adams, 2001 Given in memory of Gene
Brossmann by George Richardson.

air force bowl history: Maroon & Gold Bob Eger, 2001-09-01 In Maroon & Gold: A History of
Sun Devil Athletics, veteran sportswriter Bob Eger recounts not only the most celebrated moments
but many little-known items from the university's colorful sports history. From turn-of-the-century
football legend Charlie Haigler to the electrifying Whizzer White to latterday star Jake Plummer, the
rich football lineage is well documented. But this is much more than a football book. Who could
forget coach Ned Wulk's great basketball teams of the early 1960s or the five national basketball
titles? It's a little-known fact that women were participating in an early form of aerobics on campus
as early as 1891 and playing basketball in 1898, though the school didn't begin attracting national
attention for women's athletics until golfer JoAnne Gunderson and diver Patsy Willard began to
dominate their sports in the late 1950s and early 1960s. Maroon & Gold: A History of Sun Devil
Athletics is must reading for any true Sun Devil fan from any generation.

air force bowl history: Catalog of Audiovisual Productions: DoD productions cleared for
public release United States. Assistant Secretary of Defense (Public Affairs), 1984

air force bowl history: 100 Things Yellow Jackets Fans Should Know & Do Before They Die
Adam Van Brimmer, Homer Rice, 2011-10 All sports fans want to see their team win the
championship but being a fan is about more than watching your team win the big game. As part of
an ongoing best selling series, 100 Things Yellow Jackets helps Georgia Tech lovers get the most out
of being a fan. Get ready to enjoy your team on a new, more involved, level.

air force bowl history: Focus On: 100 Most Popular American Football Running Backs
Wikipedia contributors,

air force bowl history: Naval History 1990 Paul Stillwell, 1991 Bound by year of publication,
these volumes each contain the year's issues of the Naval Institute's Naval History magazine.
Through gripping firsthand accounts, exhaustively researched -- yet entertainingly written --
narratives, and interviews with notable naval veterans and the world's foremost historians, Naval
History offers the best in historical literature and art, from ancient Greek mariners through the Age
of Sail to the World Wars, Korea, Vietnam, and beyond -- all with a distinctly salty flavor.

air force bowl history: Insiders' Guide® to Nashville Jackie Sheckler Finch, 2011-04-12
Nashville offers extraordinary opportunities for those either visiting or seeking to relocate to this
country music mecca. Insiders’ Guide to Nashville is packed with information on the best attractions,
restaurants, accommodations, shopping and events from the perspective of one who knows the area
well.



air force bowl history: The Illustrated History of American Military Commissaries: The
Defense Commissary Agency and its predecessors, since 1989 Peter D. Skirbunt, 2008
Presents a comprehensive history spanning the 233 years of the four major services' sales
commissaries.

air force bowl history: Jared Goff Derek Moon, 2020-08-01 The best quarterbacks take charge
on the field, make amazing throws and thrilling runs, and lead their teams to victory. Learn more
about Jared Goff of the Los Angeles Rams, one of the most exciting quarterbacks in the NFL today.
Fascinating stories of reliable veterans and promising newcomers alike are sure to be a hit with
young readers.

air force bowl history: Catalog of audiovisual productions United States. Assistant Secretary of
Defense (Public Affairs), 1984

air force bowl history: Soldiers First Joe Drape, 2012-09-04 In Soldiers First, bestselling
author Joe Drape reveals the unique pressures and expectations that make a year of Army football so
much more than just a tally of wins and losses. The football team at the U.S. Military Academy is not
like other college football teams. At other schools, athletes are catered to and coddled at every turn.
At West Point, they carry the same arduous load as their fellow cadets, shouldering an Ivy
League-caliber education and year-round military training. After graduation they are not going to
the NFL but to danger zones halfway around the world. These young men are not just football
players, they are soldiers first. New York Times sportswriter Joe Drape takes us inside the world of
Army football, as the Black Knights and their third-year coach, Rich Ellerson, seek to turn around a
program that had recently fallen on hard times, with the goal to beat Navy and sing last at the
Army-Navy game in December. The 2011 season would prove a true test of the players' mettle and
perseverance. Drawing on his extensive and unfettered access to the players and the coaching staff,
Drape introduces us to this special group of young men and their achievements on and off the field.
Anchoring the narrative and the team are five key players: quarterback Trent Steelman, the most
gifted athlete; linebacker Steve Erzinger, who once questioned his place at West Point but has
become a true leader; Andrew Rodriguez, the son of a general and the top scholar-athlete; Max
Jenkins, the backup quarterback and the second-in-command of the Corps of Cadets; and Larry
Dixon, a talented first-year running back. Together with Coach Ellerson, his staff, and West Point's
officers and instructors, they and their teammates embrace the demands made on them and learn
crucial lessons that will resonate throughout their lives—and ours.

air force bowl history: The Glory of Washington Jim Daves, Tom Porter, W. Thomas Porter,
2000-11 The Glory of Washington is the most comprehensive book ever written on the fabled and
rapidly growing University of Washington athletic program. This book chronicles over 100 years of
Husky athletics, listing yearly accounts of statistics, records, individual achievements, and team
accomplishments. Fans of the Huskies will enjoy reading about legends such as Hugh McElhenny,
Aretha Hill, Gil Dobie, Hec Edmundson, Jim Owens, Karen Deden, Al Ulbrickson, Hiram Conibear,
Don James, and Marv Harshman. Included is a complete listing of letter winners and Olympic
competitors. Even the most rabid Washington fan will discover something new in this collection of
vignettes that tell the tale of the purple and gold.
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