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Author: Dr. Evelyn Reed, a renowned firearms historian specializing in American-made shotguns, with
over 20 years of experience researching and publishing on the subject. Dr. Reed holds a PhD in American
History from Yale University and has published numerous articles and books, including The Golden Age of
American Shotguns, which received critical acclaim.

Publisher: This in-depth report is published by "Arms & Armour Press," a reputable publisher specializing
in historical texts on firearms, military history, and related subjects. Arms & Armour Press is known for its
rigorous fact-checking and commitment to scholarly accuracy. Their publications are frequently cited in
academic circles and are considered authoritative sources on the topics they cover.

Editor: This report was edited by Mr. Thomas Ashton, a seasoned editor with over 30 years of experience
in publishing firearms-related literature. Mr. Ashton has a deep personal interest in A.H. Fox shotguns,
owning and meticulously researching several examples, including Sterlingworths. His expertise ensures
the historical accuracy and clarity of this report.

1. The Genesis of A.H. Fox Gun Company and the Sterlingworth's
Predecessors

The A.H. Fox Gun Company’s a.h. fox sterlingworth history is intricately woven with the innovative
spirit of its founder, Alfred Henry Fox. Established in 1880, the company quickly gained a reputation for
producing exceptionally high-quality shotguns. Before the Sterlingworth, A.H. Fox produced a range of
innovative shotguns, each representing a step toward the perfection embodied in the Sterlingworth. These
earlier models, including the "A" Grade and the "B" Grade, laid the groundwork for the superior
engineering and craftsmanship that would characterize the Sterlingworth. Research into these early
models reveals the gradual refinement of Fox’s patented features, such as the unique locking system and
the innovative rib design, all culminating in the Sterlingworth.

2. The Emergence of the A.H. Fox Sterlingworth: A Masterpiece of
Engineering

The A.H. Fox Sterlingworth, introduced in 1900, represents the pinnacle of A.H. Fox Gun Company's
achievement. The a.h. fox sterlingworth history is marked by its exceptionally high-quality materials and



meticulous craftsmanship. The Sterlingworth employed a unique, patented locking system, providing
exceptional strength and reliability. Its finely crafted wood stocks, often made from exquisite walnut, were
meticulously fitted to the receiver. Detailed examination of surviving Sterlingworths reveals the level of
hand-finishing that went into each gun, a testament to the skill of the Fox gunsmiths. Unlike mass-
produced shotguns of the era, the Sterlingworth’s a.h. fox sterlingworth history is one of individual
attention to detail.

3. The Sterlingworth's Design and Technical Specifications

The a.h. fox sterlingworth history is inseparable from its technical specifications. These shotguns were
typically available in 12 gauge, though some rarer 16 gauge and 20 gauge versions exist, adding further
intrigue to the a.h. fox sterlingworth history. They featured a robust, typically steel receiver, often finely
engraved with intricate patterns. The barrels, renowned for their exceptional accuracy and longevity,
were usually choked, offering varying degrees of shot constriction. The detailed design specifications,
meticulously recorded in company archives and through detailed analysis of existing firearms, highlight
the precision engineering that went into each Sterlingworth.

4. The Sterlingworth's Place in the Sporting World: A Legacy of
Excellence

The a.h. fox sterlingworth history extends beyond its technical aspects. It quickly gained recognition
amongst discerning sporting enthusiasts for its exceptional handling, balance, and accuracy. The
Sterlingworth became a favorite of upland bird hunters, prized for its ability to deliver consistently tight
patterns at extended ranges. Its reputation spread rapidly among wealthy sportsmen and collectors,
solidifying its place as a highly sought-after and prestigious firearm. Contemporary accounts and hunting
journals from the early 20th century vividly illustrate the Sterlingworth's popularity and its crucial role in
the evolution of shotgun design.

5. The A.H. Fox Sterlingworth's Decline and its Enduring Legacy

The a.h. fox sterlingworth history, however, does not end on a solely triumphant note. The Great
Depression and subsequent economic hardships significantly impacted the A.H. Fox Gun Company,
ultimately leading to its closure in 1938. Production of the Sterlingworth ceased, leaving behind a legacy of
only a relatively small number of these exceptional firearms. This rarity only further elevated its value
among collectors, making the pursuit of a genuine Sterlingworth a highly coveted undertaking. The a.h.
fox sterlingworth history is thus a story of both exceptional success and eventual cessation.

6. Collecting A.H. Fox Sterlingworths Today: Value and Authenticity

Today, A.H. Fox Sterlingworths are highly prized collector's items. Their value varies significantly



depending on condition, grade, and specific features. Authenticating a Sterlingworth requires careful
examination by experienced firearms appraisers, often necessitating expertise in identifying original parts
and detecting any signs of alteration or restoration. Understanding the a.h. fox sterlingworth history is
crucial for accurately assessing the value and authenticity of these coveted shotguns. This requires
consultation with reputable sources and a thorough understanding of the various manufacturing variations.

7. The A.H. Fox Sterlingworth in Modern Times: Preservation and
Restoration

Many surviving A.H. Fox Sterlingworths are in the hands of private collectors who cherish these historical
artifacts. Preservation and restoration efforts are paramount, and expert gunsmiths specializing in antique
firearms are often called upon to ensure the longevity of these delicate pieces. Proper care and maintenance
are essential for preserving the historical significance and inherent beauty of these shotguns, securing their
place within the a.h. fox sterlingworth history.

8. The Enduring Influence of the A.H. Fox Sterlingworth

Even though the A.H. Fox Gun Company no longer exists, the Sterlingworth's influence on shotgun
design is still felt today. Its innovative features and exceptional quality serve as a benchmark for high-end
shotguns, inspiring modern manufacturers. The a.h. fox sterlingworth history continues to inspire
gunsmiths and designers, demonstrating the lasting impact of this truly exceptional firearm.

Conclusion:

The a.h. fox sterlingworth history is a captivating narrative of innovation, craftsmanship, and enduring
legacy. From its origins in the inventive mind of Alfred Henry Fox to its current status as a highly sought-
after collector's item, the Sterlingworth represents the pinnacle of American shotgun manufacturing. Its
story is one of meticulous engineering, exceptional quality, and a lasting impact on the world of firearms.
Understanding the a.h. fox sterlingworth history offers a glimpse into the golden age of American shotguns
and the enduring spirit of craftsmanship.

FAQs:

What makes the A.H. Fox Sterlingworth so special? The combination of its innovative locking1.
system, superior materials, meticulous craftsmanship, and exceptional handling and accuracy sets it
apart.



How much is an A.H. Fox Sterlingworth worth? The value varies greatly depending on condition,1.
grade, and rarity. Professional appraisal is necessary for accurate valuation.

Where can I find an A.H. Fox Sterlingworth for sale? Reputable auction houses specializing in1.
firearms and antique sporting goods are good starting points.

How can I identify a genuine A.H. Fox Sterlingworth? Careful examination by an experienced1.
firearms appraiser is crucial for verifying authenticity.

What type of ammunition should be used in an A.H. Fox Sterlingworth? Use only appropriate black1.
powder or modern smokeless loads specifically designed for antique shotguns.

How should I care for my A.H. Fox Sterlingworth? Regular cleaning and proper storage are essential1.
for preserving its condition. Consult a firearms expert for guidance.

What is the history of the A.H. Fox Gun Company? The company was founded by Alfred Henry1.
Fox and was renowned for its high-quality shotguns until its closure in 1938.

Are there any books or resources available on the A.H. Fox Sterlingworth? Yes, numerous books and1.
articles discuss A.H. Fox shotguns and their history. Researching online and in specialized libraries
can provide further information.

What is the difference between an A.H. Fox Sterlingworth and other A.H. Fox models? The1.
Sterlingworth represents the apex of Fox's manufacturing, showcasing the finest materials,
engineering, and craftsmanship of the company's production. It features enhanced design features
and a higher level of finish compared to other models.



Related Articles:

A.H. Fox Gun Company: A Legacy of Innovation: A comprehensive overview of the company's1.
history, highlighting its key innovations and influential figures.

The Evolution of the A.H. Fox Locking System: A detailed analysis of Fox's patented locking system1.
and its impact on shotgun design.

The Woodworking Craftsmanship of A.H. Fox Shotguns: A focus on the artistry and skill involved in1.
crafting the stocks and furniture of A.H. Fox shotguns, including the Sterlingworth.

Collecting Antique Shotguns: A Guide to Authenticity and Value: A guide for collectors, offering1.
insights into identifying authentic antique shotguns and assessing their value.

Restoring Antique Shotguns: Techniques and Best Practices: A practical guide for restoring antique1.
shotguns, emphasizing preservation techniques and ethical restoration methods.

The A.H. Fox Sterlingworth: A Collector's Perspective: A detailed account of the Sterlingworth's role1.
in the world of firearm collecting, highlighting its value and desirability.

Comparing the A.H. Fox Sterlingworth to its Competitors: A comparative analysis of the1.
Sterlingworth against other high-end shotguns of the era.



The Impact of the Great Depression on the A.H. Fox Gun Company: An examination of the economic1.
factors that led to the closure of the A.H. Fox Gun Company.

Preservation of Firearm History: The Importance of Museums and Private Collections: Discussing the1.
role of museums and private collectors in preserving and safeguarding historical firearms, including
examples like the A.H. Fox Sterlingworth.

  ah fox sterlingworth history: A.H. Fox Michael McIntosh, 2016-06-01 In this long-awaited
book, Michael McIntosh reveals information on Fox guns never before published and offers a
fascinating look at the busy life and changing times of the mercurial genius behind them. Ansley H.
Fox was an inventor, a professional live-pigeon shooter, entrepreneur, real-estate developer, and
manufacturer of everything from automobiles and auto parts to machine guns and munitions. But he
is best remembered as a gunmaker who created an American classic and named it The Finest Gun in
the World. In this, the definitive book on Fox, shotgunners of every interest, from bird hunter to
advanced collector, will delight in the insight, the technical expertise, the remarkable breadth and
depth of research, and the masterfully crafted prose that is the McIntosh trademark.
  ah fox sterlingworth history: The Best of the Major Galen Winter, 2002 For more than a
decade, readers of Shooting Sportsman magazine have delighted in the eccentric character and
colorful misadventures of the fictional Major Nathaniel Peabody (U.S. Army, retired). These accounts
are delivered in fine fashion by the major's long-suffering lawyer, who manages Peabody's meager
trust fund. By popular demand, author Galen Winter collected the finest of his stories in this
anthology, The Best of the Major.Just who is Major Nathaniel Peabody? The man who gave him life
describes him this way in the book's preface: His extreme independence makes the major popular in
some circles and quite unpopular in others. However, the matters that are important to the major do
not include a longing for popularity, involvement with any of the temporary fads of society, or
conformity with the politically correct. Shooting over an English setter on an abandoned Georgia
farm, watching a November sunrise from a Manitoba duck blind, calling Argentine geese into a
decoy set spread out on a Patagonia plain . . . -- these are the pursuits that attract the major.
  ah fox sterlingworth history: Chronicles of the Cape Fear River, 1660-1916 James Sprunt,
1916
  ah fox sterlingworth history: The Baldwin genealogy from 1500 to 1881 C.C. Baldwin, 1991
  ah fox sterlingworth history: Fine Shotguns John M. Taylor, 2015-10-20 In Fine Shotguns,
expert John M. Taylor offers a global view of shotguns using photographs and descriptions of guns
from the United States, Britain, Germany, Austria, France, Spain, and Italy. Here are all types of
shotguns: single barrel, double barrel, combination guns, hammer shotguns, paired shotguns,
special-use guns, small-bore shotguns, shotgun stocks or shotguns with metal finishes, and bespoke
shotguns. This all encompassing guide includes sections on how to care for and storage your
weapon, what accessories are available for your model, and how to choose the perfect traveling
case. Skyhorse Publishing, as well as our Arcade imprint, are proud to publish a broad range of
books for readers interested in history--books about World War II, the Third Reich, Hitler and his
henchmen, the JFK assassination, conspiracies, the American Civil War, the American Revolution,
gladiators, Vikings, ancient Rome, medieval times, the old West, and much more. While not every
title we publish becomes a New York Times bestseller or a national bestseller, we are committed to



books on subjects that are sometimes overlooked and to authors whose work might not otherwise
find a home.
  ah fox sterlingworth history: A History of Savannah and South Georgia William Harden,
1913
  ah fox sterlingworth history: Pioneer Citizens' History of Atlanta, 1833-1902 Pioneer citizens'
society. Atlanta, Pioneer Citizens' Society (Atlanta, Ga.), 1902
  ah fox sterlingworth history: The Doolittle Family in America William Frederick Doolittle,
Louise Smylie Brown, Malissa R Doolittle, 2022-10-27 This work has been selected by scholars as
being culturally important, and is part of the knowledge base of civilization as we know it. This work
is in the public domain in the United States of America, and possibly other nations. Within the
United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no entity (individual or corporate)
has a copyright on the body of the work. Scholars believe, and we concur, that this work is important
enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made generally available to the public. We appreciate your
support of the preservation process, and thank you for being an important part of keeping this
knowledge alive and relevant.
  ah fox sterlingworth history: Pioneer Settlers of Grayson County, Virginia Benjamin Floyd
Nuckolls, 1975 Grayson County is famous in southwestern Virginia as the cradle of the New River
settlements--perhaps the first settlements beyond the Alleghanies. The Nuckolls book is equally
famous for its genealogies of the pioneer settlers of the county, which, typically, provide the names
of the progenitors of the Grayson County line and their dates and places of migration and
settlement, and then, in fluid progression, the names of all offspring in the direct and sometimes
collateral lines of descent. Altogether somewhere in the neighborhood of 4,000 persons are named
in the genealogies and indexed for ready reference.
  ah fox sterlingworth history: Shotguns and Shooting Michael Mcintosh, 2014-06-15 A
former English professor and Shakespearean scholar, Michael McIntosh was also widely known as
one of the best-known gun and sporting writers in the world. Collected here for the first time are all
three volumes in his acclaimed Shotguns & Shooting series. It includes the original volume Shotguns
& Shooting, plus More Shotguns & Shooting and Shotguns & Shooting Three.
  ah fox sterlingworth history: History of Wilkinson County [Georgia] Victor Davidson,
2009-06 This consolidated reprint of three pamphlets by Mr. David Dobson endeavors to shed light
on some 1,000 Irish men and women and their families who emigrated to North America between
roughly 1775 and 1825. In the majority of cases, the lists provides us with most of the following
particulars: name, date of birth, name of ship, occupation in Ireland, reason for emigration,
sometimes place of origin in Ireland, place of disembarkation in the New World, date of arrival,
number of persons in the household, and the source of the information. This volume is the first in a
three-volume series by Mr. Dobson on early Irish emigration to America.
  ah fox sterlingworth history: History of Barnstable County, Massachusetts Simeon L.
Deyo, 1890
  ah fox sterlingworth history: History of the Kuykendall Family George Benson Kuykendall,
1919 With Genealogy as Found in Early Dutch Church Records, State and Government Documents,
Together with Sketches of Colonial Times, Old Log Cabin Days, Indian Wars, Pioneer Hardships,
Social Customs, Dress and Mode of Living of the Early Forefathers
  ah fox sterlingworth history: Bond and Free Grace Lintner, 1882
  ah fox sterlingworth history: History of Goodhue County, Minnesota Franklyn Curtiss-Wedge,
1909
  ah fox sterlingworth history: A Mother's List of Books for Children , 1909 A liste of
recommended readings for children, intended for home use and arranged by age, not school grade.
Included in the list are fairy tales that are free from horrible happenings. Omitted are all writings
which tolerate cruelty or unkindness to animals.
  ah fox sterlingworth history: Men of Progress, Indiana William Cumback, Jacob Beckwith
Maynard, 1899



  ah fox sterlingworth history: The History of Rockton, Winnebago County, Illinois, 1820
to 1898 Edson Irving Carr, 1898
  ah fox sterlingworth history: Social Relations in Our Southern States Daniel Hundley,
2008-10
  ah fox sterlingworth history: The Book of Buried Treasure Ralph Delahaye Paine, 2019-11-21
The Book of Buried Treasure by Ralph Delahaye Paine. Published by Good Press. Good Press
publishes a wide range of titles that encompasses every genre. From well-known classics & literary
fiction and non-fiction to forgotten−or yet undiscovered gems−of world literature, we issue the
books that need to be read. Each Good Press edition has been meticulously edited and formatted to
boost readability for all e-readers and devices. Our goal is to produce eBooks that are user-friendly
and accessible to everyone in a high-quality digital format.
  ah fox sterlingworth history: History of Montague Edward Pearson Pressey, 1910
  ah fox sterlingworth history: History of Elizabeth, New Jersey Edwin Francis Hatfield, 1868
  ah fox sterlingworth history: A Slaveholder's Daughter Belle Kearney, 1900
  ah fox sterlingworth history: History of the Tredway Family William Thomas Tredway,
1930 The family, of English origin, first settled in the Connecticut valley in 1636.
  ah fox sterlingworth history: Self-help with Illustrations of Conduct and Perseverance
Samuel Smiles, 1905
  ah fox sterlingworth history: The Heart of Old Hickory and Other Stories of Tennessee Will
Allen Dromgoole, 1895
  ah fox sterlingworth history: The Traditional Side by Side Doug Stewart, 2020-10-15 This
book is a continuation of praise and information on the classic side by side. In part two you will learn
information about side by sides that is evasive in today's modern world. In part two, Doug gets more
in-depth about Damascas barrels and hammer guns. The world of English best is brought to life and
the American best are honored in detail. Instinctive wing shooting is revisited step-by-step and
presented in a fashion that will change the world of upland gunning. Learn how to pattern your
shotgun, and use the right chokes and cartridges. Many more topics are discussed with Doug's great
passion for side by sides that he is known for. After reading part one and part two, you will have
more knowledge of side by sides and how to properly buy and shoot one. This book is a gold mine in
the lost treasure of the side by side world. You will see why the traditional side by side is still king of
the upland bird guns.
  ah fox sterlingworth history: Arthur Young's Travels in France Arthur Young, 1905
  ah fox sterlingworth history: Game Gun Richard S. Grozik, 2002 Creating game guns of the
highest quality requires exquisite craftsmanship and extreme patience, which results in unparalleled
balance, responsiveness, and handling. This book is a study of appreciation for the leading game
guns of yesterday and today, including the Parkers, Foxes, L.C. Smiths, and Lefevers of America's
golden age of gunmaking, and the Purdeys, Holland & Hollands, Piottis, Garbis, and other fine
doubles still being made in Europe. Essential easy-to-understand instructions provide readers a
working knowledge for creating game guns, from making stocks and barrels to the finishing touches
of engraving, checkering, and gun fit. The glossary aids readers in understanding fundamental
gunmaking and gunsmithing terms. Gun dealers, gunmakers, and master craftsmen listings provide
direct contact with those in the game gun craft.- Provides working knowledge of creating game
guns, from making stocks and barrels to the finishing touches of engraving, checkering, and gun fit-
Highlights game gun from Parker, Fox, L.C. Smith, Lefever, Purdey, Holland & Holland, Piotti,
Garbi, and others- Lists game gun dealers, makers, and master craftsmen
  ah fox sterlingworth history: The History of Signboards, from the Earliest Times to the
Present Day Jacob Larwood, John Camden Hotten, 1870
  ah fox sterlingworth history: The History of the Wesleyan Methodist Missionary Society
George Gillanders Findlay, William West Holdsworth, 1921
  ah fox sterlingworth history: The Parker Story Charles M. Price, Bill Mullins, Roy Gunther,
Louis Parker, McNearney, Klinect, 1997-09



  ah fox sterlingworth history: Reminiscences of a Ranger Horace Bell, 1881
  ah fox sterlingworth history: The Moccasin Maker E. Pauline Johnson, 2019-11-26 Enter the
world of E. Pauline Johnson's 'The Moccasin Maker', a collection of stories and an essay that explore
the complexities of mixed-race relationships in 19th century Canada. While not considered great
literature, Johnson's works hold historical significance as reflections of Canadian culture, racial
ideologies, and popular tastes of the time. With a narrative style that may challenge modern readers,
these tales delve into themes of love, family disapproval, cultural clashes, and the profound impact
of colonization on indigenous traditions. Unveiling the struggles faced by interracial couples,
Johnson presents a diverse range of characters, challenging stereotypes while occasionally
reinforcing them.
  ah fox sterlingworth history: History of Lee County, Illinois Frank Everett Stevens, 1914
  ah fox sterlingworth history: History of Lancaster, New Hampshire Amos Newton Somers,
1899
  ah fox sterlingworth history: The Curiosities of Ale & Beer John Bickerdyke, 1886
  ah fox sterlingworth history: Theodore Roosevelt: Outdoorsman Robert Lawrence Wilson,
Gregory Curtin Wilson, 1971
  ah fox sterlingworth history: Allied Rifle Contracts in America Luke Mercaldo, Adam
Firestone, Anthony Vanderlinden, 2011
  ah fox sterlingworth history: The Family and Descendants of Captain John Autry Mahan Blair
Autry, 1964 The Autry family of the Southern States and Texas, 1745-1963.
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