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1. The Historical Context of Age of Reason Literature

The Age of Reason, also known as the Enlightenment, was a transformative intellectual and
cultural movement that swept across Europe and beyond during the 17th and 18th
centuries. Characterized by a fervent belief in reason, individualism, and human progress,
this period witnessed a profound shift away from traditional religious dogma and the
embrace of empirical observation and scientific inquiry. This intellectual ferment found
powerful expression in the literature of the time, which became a crucial battleground for
the dissemination of new ideas and the challenging of established norms.

Age of Reason literature is distinct for its emphasis on rationality, skepticism, and a critical
examination of existing power structures. Writers questioned traditional authority,
advocating for individual liberty, religious tolerance, and political reform. The focus shifted
from divine right and superstition to human agency and the potential for societal
improvement through reason and education. Key themes include:

Reason and Empiricism: A strong emphasis on logical reasoning and empirical evidence as
the primary means of acquiring knowledge, challenging reliance on faith and tradition.
Individualism: A celebration of the individual’s capacity for reason and self-determination,
leading to a critique of societal hierarchies and oppressive systems.



Social Reform: A call for societal improvement through education, political reform, and the
establishment of more just and equitable institutions.
Religious Tolerance: A move away from religious intolerance and a push for the acceptance
of diverse religious beliefs and practices.
Political Liberty: A championing of individual rights and freedoms, including the right to
participate in government and to challenge unjust laws.

2. Key Figures and Works of Age of Reason Literature

Numerous influential writers shaped the landscape of Age of Reason literature. Some
notable examples include:

John Locke: His Two Treatises of Government profoundly influenced Enlightenment political
thought, advocating for natural rights and limited government.
Voltaire: A prolific writer and philosopher, Voltaire championed freedom of speech, religious
tolerance, and the separation of church and state in works like Candide.
Jean-Jacques Rousseau: His The Social Contract explored the concept of popular
sovereignty and the idea of a social contract between the governed and the government.
Immanuel Kant: Though often categorized as part of the later Enlightenment, Kant's
Critique of Pure Reason laid the groundwork for much of the philosophical debate
surrounding reason and its limits.
Mary Wollstonecraft: A pioneering feminist, Wollstonecraft challenged patriarchal norms in
her influential work A Vindication of the Rights of Woman.
Alexander Pope: While not strictly a revolutionary, Pope's satirical works, such as The Rape
of the Lock, employed wit and reason to critique social conventions.

3. Current Relevance of Age of Reason Literature

Despite its historical context, Age of Reason literature retains remarkable relevance in the
21st century. The core principles of reason, individual liberty, and social justice continue to
be central to contemporary political and social debates. The works of Enlightenment
thinkers offer invaluable tools for analyzing contemporary challenges, such as:

Political Polarization: The emphasis on reasoned discourse and compromise remains crucial
in navigating political divisions.
Social Inequality: The ideals of social justice and equality provide a framework for
addressing systemic inequalities.
Religious Intolerance: The advocacy for religious tolerance remains highly pertinent in a
world marked by religious conflicts.
Human Rights: The concept of natural rights continues to underpin international human
rights law.
The Spread of Misinformation: The Enlightenment's emphasis on critical thinking and
evidence-based reasoning serves as an antidote to the spread of misinformation.

4. Conclusion

The study of Age of Reason literature offers a rich and rewarding exploration of a pivotal
period in intellectual and cultural history. The works produced during this era continue to



resonate with contemporary concerns, providing invaluable insights into the enduring
power of reason, individual liberty, and the pursuit of a more just and equitable society. By
understanding the historical context and philosophical underpinnings of this literature, we
can gain a deeper understanding of both our past and our present.

FAQs

What are the main characteristics of Age of Reason literature? It's characterized by a1.
focus on reason, individualism, skepticism, social reform, religious tolerance, and
political liberty.

Who are some of the most important figures in Age of Reason literature? John Locke,1.
Voltaire, Rousseau, Kant, and Mary Wollstonecraft are key figures.

How does Age of Reason literature relate to the scientific revolution? The emphasis on1.
empirical observation and reason in both movements is deeply interconnected.

What is the impact of Age of Reason literature on modern society? Its emphasis on1.
reason, individual rights, and social justice continues to shape modern political and
social thought.

What are some limitations or criticisms of the Age of Reason? Critics point to its1.
potential for excluding marginalized voices and overlooking the complexities of
human experience beyond pure reason.

How did Age of Reason literature challenge traditional authority? By emphasizing1.
reason and individual experience, it challenged the authority of the Church, monarchs,
and other established institutions.

What is the relationship between Age of Reason literature and the American1.
Revolution? Enlightenment ideals of liberty and self-government directly influenced
the American Revolution.



How did Age of Reason literature influence the French Revolution? Enlightenment1.
ideals of liberty, equality, and fraternity fuelled the French Revolution, albeit with
ultimately more violent outcomes.

Are there any contemporary authors who draw inspiration from Age of Reason1.
literature? Many contemporary authors engage with Enlightenment themes, exploring
their relevance in a modern context; identifying specific examples requires detailed
textual analysis.

Related Articles:

"John Locke and the Foundations of Liberalism": Explores Locke's contribution to1.
Enlightenment political philosophy and its lasting impact on liberal thought.

"Voltaire's Candide: A Satirical Critique of Optimism": Analyzes Voltaire's satirical1.
masterpiece and its critique of blind faith and optimistic philosophies.

"Rousseau's Social Contract: A Paradox of Liberty and Authority": Examines1.
Rousseau's complex theories on the social contract and their enduring relevance.

"The Enlightenment and the Rise of Religious Tolerance": Discusses the shift from1.
religious intolerance towards religious pluralism during the Enlightenment.

"Mary Wollstonecraft's Vindication of the Rights of Woman: A Feminist Manifesto":1.
Analyzes Wollstonecraft's groundbreaking work and its place in the history of
feminism.

"Kant's Critique of Pure Reason: A Revolution in Epistemology": Explains Kant's1.
significant contributions to philosophy and their lasting influence.



"The Impact of the Enlightenment on the American Revolution": Examines the direct1.
influence of Enlightenment thought on the American Revolution.

"The Enlightenment and the French Revolution: A Complex Relationship": Explores the1.
complex and often contradictory relationship between the Enlightenment and the
French Revolution.

"Age of Reason Literature and the Rise of the Novel": Examines the evolution of the1.
novel as a literary form during the Age of Reason and its engagement with
Enlightenment themes.

  age of reason literature: The Enlightenment John Robertson, 2015 This introduction
explores the history of the 18th-century Enlightenment movement. Considering its intellectual
commitments, Robertson then turns to their impact on society, and the ways in which Enlightenment
thinkers sought to further the goal of human betterment, by promoting economic improvement and
civil and political justice.
  age of reason literature: Placing the Enlightenment Charles W. J. Withers, 2008-09-15 The
Enlightenment was the age in which the world became modern, challenging tradition in favor of
reason, freedom, and critical inquiry. While many aspects of the Enlightenment have been rigorously
scrutinized—its origins and motivations, its principal characters and defining features, its legacy and
modern relevance—the geographical dimensions of the era have until now largely been ignored.
Placing the Enlightenment contends that the Age of Reason was not only a period of pioneering
geographical investigation but also an age with spatial dimensions to its content and concerns.
Investigating the role space and location played in the creation and reception of Enlightenment
ideas, Charles W. J. Withers draws from the fields of art, science, history, geography, politics, and
religion to explore the legacies of Enlightenment national identity, navigation, discovery, and
knowledge. Ultimately, geography is revealed to be the source of much of the raw material from
which philosophers fashioned theories of the human condition. Lavishly illustrated and engagingly
written, Placing the Enlightenment will interest Enlightenment specialists from across the
disciplines as well as any scholar curious about the role geography has played in the making of the
modern world.
  age of reason literature: The American Enlightenment, 1750-1820 Robert A. Ferguson, 1997
This concise literary history of the American Enlightenment captures the varied and conflicting
voices of religious and political conviction in the decades when the new nation was formed. Robert
Ferguson's trenchant interpretation yields new understanding of this pivotal period for American
culture.
  age of reason literature: German Literature of the Eighteenth Century Barbara
Becker-Cantarino, James N. Hardin, 2005 The Enlightenment was based on the use of reason,
common sense, and natural law, and was paralleled by an emphasis on feelings and the emotions in
religious, especially Pietist circles. Progressive thinkers in England, France, and later in Germany
began to assail the absolutism of the state and the orthodoxy of the Church; in Germany the line led



from Leibniz, Thomasius, and Wolff to Lessing and Kant, and eventually to the rise of an educated
upper middle class. Literary developments encompassed the emergence of a national theater,
literature, and a common literary language. This became possible in part because of advances in
literacy and education, especially among bourgeois women, and the reorganization of book
production and the book market. This major new reference work provides a fresh look at the major
literary figures, works, and cultural developments from around 1700 up to the late Enlightenment.
They trace the 18th-century literary revival in German-speaking countries: from occasional and
learned literature under the influence of French Neoclassicism to the establishment of a new
German drama, religious epic and secular poetry, and the sentimentalist novel of self-fashioning. The
volume includes the new, stimulating works of women, a chapter on music and literature, chapters
on literary developments in Switzerland and in Austria, and a chapter on reactions to the
Enlightenment from the 19th century to the present. The recent revaluing of cultural and social
phenomena affecting literary texts informs the presentations in the individual chapters and allows
for the inclusion of hitherto neglected but important texts such as essays, travelogues, philosophical
texts, and letters. Contributors: Kai Hammermeister, Katherine Goodman, Helga Brandes, Rosmarie
Zeller, Kevin Hilliard, Francis Lamport, Sarah Colvin, Anna Richards, Franz M. Eybl, W. Daniel
Wilson, Robert Holub. Barbara Becker-Cantarino is Research Professor in German at the Ohio State
University.
  age of reason literature: The Age of Reason Jean-Paul Sartre, 1947 The middle-aged
protagonist of Sartre's philosophical novel, set in 1938, refuses to give up his ideas of freedom,
despite the approach of the war
  age of reason literature: Enlightened Colonialism Damien Tricoire, 2017-08-11 This book
further qualifies the postcolonial thesis and shows its limits. To reach these goals, it links text
analysis and political history on a global comparative scale. Focusing on imperial agents, their
narratives of progress, and their political aims and strategies, it asks whether Enlightenment gave
birth to a new colonialism between 1760 and 1820. Has Enlightenment provided the cultural and
intellectual origins of modern colonialism? For decades, historians of political thought, philosophy,
and literature have debated this question. On one side, many postcolonial authors believe that
enlightened rationalism helped delegitimize non-European cultures. On the other side, some
historians of ideas and literature are willing to defend at least some eighteenth-century philosophers
whom they consider to have been “anti-colonialists”. Surprisingly enough, both sides have focused
on literary and philosophical texts, but have rarely taken political and social practice into account.
  age of reason literature: The Enlightenment Ritchie Robertson, 2021-02-23 A magisterial
history that recasts the Enlightenment as a period not solely consumed with rationale and reason,
but rather as a pursuit of practical means to achieve greater human happiness. One of the formative
periods of European and world history, the Enlightenment is the fountainhead of modern secular
Western values: religious tolerance, freedom of thought, speech and the press, of rationality and
evidence-based argument. Yet why, over three hundred years after it began, is the Enlightenment so
profoundly misunderstood as controversial, the expression of soulless calculation? The answer may
be that, to an extraordinary extent, we have accepted the account of the Enlightenment given by its
conservative enemies: that enlightenment necessarily implied hostility to religion or support for an
unfettered free market, or that this was “the best of all possible worlds”. Ritchie Robertson goes
back into the “long eighteenth century,” from approximately 1680 to 1790, to reveal what this
much-debated period was really about. Robertson returns to the era’s original texts to show that
above all, the Enlightenment was really about increasing human happiness – in this world rather
than the next – by promoting scientific inquiry and reasoned argument. In so doing Robertson
chronicles the campaigns mounted by some Enlightened figures against evils like capital
punishment, judicial torture, serfdom and witchcraft trials, featuring the experiences of major
figures like Voltaire and Diderot alongside ordinary people who lived through this extraordinary
moment. In answering the question 'What is Enlightenment?' in 1784, Kant famously urged men and
women above all to “have the courage to use your own intellect”. Robertson shows how the thinkers



of the Enlightenment did just that, seeking a well-rounded understanding of humanity in which
reason was balanced with emotion and sensibility. Drawing on philosophy, theology, historiography
and literature across the major western European languages, The Enlightenment is a master-class in
big picture history about the foundational epoch of modern times.
  age of reason literature: The Eighteenth Century James Sambrook, 2014-07-15 This is an
impressive and lucid survey of eighteenth-century intellectual life, providing a real sense of the
complexity of the age and of the cultural and intellectual climate in which imaginative literature
flourished. It reflects on some of the dominant themes of the period, arguing against such labels as
'Augustan Age', 'Age of Enlightenment' and 'Age of Reason', which have been attached to the
eighteenth-century by critics and historians.
  age of reason literature: The Age of Reason Thomas Paine, 2009-02-13 Books for All Kinds of
Readers. ReadHowYouWant offers the widest selection of on-demand, accessible format editions on
the market today. Our 7 different sizes of EasyRead are optimized by increasing the font size and
spacing between the words and the letters. We partner with leading publishers around the globe.
Our goal is to have accessible editions simultaneously released with publishers' new books so that all
readers can have access to the books they want to read. To find more books in your format visit
www.readhowyouwant.com
  age of reason literature: The Irish Enlightenment Michael Brown, 2016-05-02 During the
eighteenth-century Enlightenment, Scotland and England produced such well-known figures as
David Hume, Adam Smith, and John Locke. Ireland’s contribution to this revolution in Western
thought has received much less attention. Offering a corrective to the view that Ireland was
intellectually stagnant during this period, The Irish Enlightenment considers a range of artists,
writers, and philosophers who were full participants in the pan-European experiment that forged the
modern world. Michael Brown explores the ideas and innovations percolating in political pamphlets,
economic and religious tracts, and literary works. John Toland, Francis Hutcheson, Jonathan Swift,
George Berkeley, Edmund Burke, Maria Edgeworth, and other luminaries, he shows, participated in
a lively debate about the capacity of humans to create a just society. In a nation recovering from
confessional warfare, religious questions loomed large. How should the state be organized to allow
contending Christian communities to worship freely? Was the public confession of faith compatible
with civil society? In a society shaped by opposing religious beliefs, who is enlightened and who is
intolerant? The Irish Enlightenment opened up the possibility of a tolerant society, but it was
short-lived. Divisions concerning methodological commitments to empiricism and rationalism
resulted in an increasingly antagonistic conflict over questions of religious inclusion. This fracturing
of the Irish Enlightenment eventually destroyed the possibility of civilized, rational discussion of
confessional differences. By the end of the eighteenth century, Ireland again entered a dark period
of civil unrest whose effects were still evident in the late twentieth century.
  age of reason literature: Flesh in the Age of Reason Roy Porter, 2004 Starting with the
grim Britain of the Civil War era, with its punishing sense of the body as a corrupt vessel for the
soul, Roy Porter charts how, through figures as diverse as Locke, Swift, Johnson, and Gibbon, ideas
about medicine, politics, and religion fundamentally changed notions of self. He shows how the
Enlightenment (with its explosion or rational thinking and scientific invention of the eighteenth and
nineteenth centuries) provided a lens through which we can best see the profound shift from the
theocentric, otherwordly, Dark Ages to the modern, earthly, body-centered world we live in today. As
man made in God's image gave way to the Enlightenment's notion of the Self-made man, the body
moved center stage. Porter writes brilliantly on the ways in which men and women flaunted,
decorated, tanned, and dieted themselves: activities that we find familiar but that a Puritan divine
would have considered satanic. And he explores how, at the end of the century, the human soul took
on a new significance in the works of Godwin, Blake, and Byron.--BOOK JACKET.Title Summary field
provided by Blackwell North America, Inc. All Rights Reserved
  age of reason literature: Enlightenment Now Steven Pinker, 2018-02-13 INSTANT NEW
YORK TIMES BESTSELLER A NEW YORK TIMES NOTABLE BOOK OF 2018 ONE OF THE



ECONOMIST'S BOOKS OF THE YEAR My new favorite book of all time. --Bill Gates If you think the
world is coming to an end, think again: people are living longer, healthier, freer, and happier lives,
and while our problems are formidable, the solutions lie in the Enlightenment ideal of using reason
and science. By the author of the new book, Rationality. Is the world really falling apart? Is the ideal
of progress obsolete? In this elegant assessment of the human condition in the third millennium,
cognitive scientist and public intellectual Steven Pinker urges us to step back from the gory
headlines and prophecies of doom, which play to our psychological biases. Instead, follow the data:
In seventy-five jaw-dropping graphs, Pinker shows that life, health, prosperity, safety, peace,
knowledge, and happiness are on the rise, not just in the West, but worldwide. This progress is not
the result of some cosmic force. It is a gift of the Enlightenment: the conviction that reason and
science can enhance human flourishing. Far from being a naïve hope, the Enlightenment, we now
know, has worked. But more than ever, it needs a vigorous defense. The Enlightenment project
swims against currents of human nature--tribalism, authoritarianism, demonization, magical
thinking--which demagogues are all too willing to exploit. Many commentators, committed to
political, religious, or romantic ideologies, fight a rearguard action against it. The result is a
corrosive fatalism and a willingness to wreck the precious institutions of liberal democracy and
global cooperation. With intellectual depth and literary flair, Enlightenment Now makes the case for
reason, science, and humanism: the ideals we need to confront our problems and continue our
progress.
  age of reason literature: The Age of Reason (Literature by Thomas Paine Illustrated)
Thomas Paine, 2020-09-06 The Age of Reason; Being an Investigation of True and Fabulous Theology
is a work by English and American political activist Thomas Paine, arguing for the philosophical
position of deism. It follows in the tradition of 18th-century British deism, and challenges
institutionalized religion and the legitimacy of the Bible.
  age of reason literature: The Cambridge Companion to the French Enlightenment Daniel
Brewer, 2014-10-30 Containing essays by leading scholars representing a wide range of disciplines,
this Companion offers new perspectives on the French Enlightenment. Clearly organized and easy to
use, the volume provides a comprehensive overview of a period that marks the beginning of modern
intellectual culture and political life.
  age of reason literature: Prose Poems of the French Enlightenment Fabienne Moore, 2009
Tracing the prehistory of the French prose poem, Fabienne Moore demonstrates that the genre
emerges nearly a century before it is generally supposed to have existed. Moore links the
development of this new genre with the period's thinking about language and poetic invention, as
she argues that scientific, philosophical, and socioeconomic upheavals prompted a paradoxical
return during the Enlightenment to sources such as Homer, the pastoral, Ossian, the Bible, and
primitive eloquence.
  age of reason literature: Interpretation of Law in the Age of Enlightenment Yasutomo
Morigiwa, Michael Stolleis, Jean-Louis Halperin, 2011-06-29 A collaboration of leading historians of
European law and philosophers of law and politics identifying and explaining the practice of
interpretation of law in the 18th century. The goal: establishing the actual practice in the Age of
Enlightenment, and explaining why this was the case. The ideology of the Age was that law, i.e., the
will of the sovereign, can be explicitly and appropriately stated, thus making interpretation
redundant. However, the reality was that in the 18th century, there was no one leading source of
national law that would be the object of interpretation. Instead, there was a plurality of sources of
law: the Roman Law, local customary law, and the royal ordinance. However, in deciding a case in a
court of law, the law must speak with one voice. Hence, interpretation to unify the norms was
inevitable. What was the process? What role did justification in terms of reason, the hallmark of the
Enlightenment, play? These are some of the questions addressed.
  age of reason literature: Age of Enlightenment Hourly History, 2016-12-06 From its
beginnings as a loosely definable group of philosophical ideas to the culmination of its revolutionary
effect on public life in Europe, the Age of Enlightenment is the defining intellectual and cultural



movement of the modern world. Using reason as its core value, the Enlightenment believed that
progress and the betterment of the human condition was inevitable. Inside you will read about… ✓
The Great Thinkers of the Enlightenment ✓ Engaging With Religion ✓ Morality in the Age of
Enlightenment ✓ Society in the Age of Enlightenment ✓ Science and Political Economy ✓ The
Enlightenment and the Public ✓ Print Culture and the Press Philosophies of the Enlightenment gave
birth to the disciplines of political science, economic theory, sociology and anthropology, the
disciplines that still form the basis of how we understand life in the 21st century. A bold attack on
the Church, the State and the Monarchy, the Age of Enlightenment was a direct challenge to the
status quo that sought freedom for all.
  age of reason literature: The Decline of Magic Michael Hunter, 2020-01-07 A new history
that overturns the received wisdom that science displaced magic in Enlightenment Britain--named a
Best Book of 2020 by the Financial Times In early modern Britain, belief in prophecies, omens,
ghosts, apparitions and fairies was commonplace. Among both educated and ordinary people the
absolute existence of a spiritual world was taken for granted. Yet in the eighteenth century such
certainties were swept away. Credit for this great change is usually given to science - and in
particular to the scientists of the Royal Society. But is this justified? Michael Hunter argues that
those pioneering the change in attitude were not scientists but freethinkers. While some scientists
defended the reality of supernatural phenomena, these sceptical humanists drew on ancient authors
to mount a critique both of orthodox religion and, by extension, of magic and other forms of
superstition. Even if the religious heterodoxy of such men tarnished their reputation and postponed
the general acceptance of anti-magical views, slowly change did come about. When it did, this owed
less to the testing of magic than to the growth of confidence in a stable world in which magic no
longer had a place.
  age of reason literature: On the Edge of Reason Miroslav Krleza, 2023-06-06 From the great
Croatian writer: a masterly work of literature—hilarious, unforgiving, and utterly reasonable Until
the age of fifty-two, the protagonist of On the Edge of Reason suffered a monotonous existence as a
highly respected lawyer. He owned a carriage and wore a top hat. He lived the life of “an orderly
good-for-nothing among a whole crowd of neat, gray good-for-nothings.” But, one evening,
surrounded by ladies and gentlemen at a party, he hears the Director-General tell a lively anecdote
of how he shot four men like dogs for trespassing on his property. In response, our hero blurts out
an honest thought. From this moment, all hell breaks loose. Written in 1938, On the Edge of Reason
reveals the fundamental chasm between conformity and individuality. As folly piles upon folly,
hypocrisy upon hypocrisy, reason itself begins to give way, and the edge between reality and
unreality disappears.
  age of reason literature: German Literature: A Very Short Introduction Nicholas Boyle,
2008-02-28 German writers, be it Goethe, Nietzsche, Marx, Brecht or Mann, have had a profound
influence on the modern world. This Very Short Introduction illuminates the particular character and
power of German literature, and examines its impact on the wider cultural world.
  age of reason literature: The Age of Reason Begins Will Durant, Ariel Durant, 2011-06-07 The
Story of Civilization, Volume VII: A history of European civilization in the period of Shakespeare,
Bacon, Montaigne, Rembrandt, Galileo, and Descartes: 1558-1648. This is the seventh volume of the
classic, Pulitzer Prize-winning series.
  age of reason literature: Thomas Hobbes Aaron Rosenberg, 2005-12-15 Highlights the life
and accomplishments of English philosopher, scholar, mathematician, and teacher Thomas Hobbes.
  age of reason literature: Shadows of the Enlightenment Blair Hoxby, 2022 A broad
exploration of the collision and coexistence of classical and modernizing forces within tragic drama
during the Enlightenment.
  age of reason literature: Token for Children James Janeway, 1825
  age of reason literature: Fiction Without Humanity Lynn Festa, 2019-06-28 Although the
Enlightenment is often associated with the emergence of human rights and humanitarian sensibility,
humanity is an elusive category in the literary, philosophical, scientific, and political writings of the



period. Fiction Without Humanity offers a literary history of late seventeenth- and early
eighteenth-century efforts to define the human. Focusing on the shifting terms in which human
difference from animals, things, and machines was expressed, Lynn Festa argues that writers and
artists treated humanity as an indefinite class, which needed to be called into being through
literature and the arts. Drawing on an array of literary, scientific, artistic, and philosophical
devices— the riddle, the fable, the microscope, the novel, and trompe l'oeil and still-life painting—
Fiction Without Humanity focuses on experiments with the perspectives of nonhuman creatures and
inanimate things. Rather than deriving species membership from sympathetic identification or
likeness to a fixed template, early Enlightenment writers and artists grounded humanity in the
enactment of capacities (reason, speech, educability) that distinguish humans from other creatures,
generating a performative model of humanity capacious enough to accommodate broader claims to
human rights. In addressing genres typically excluded from canonical literary histories, Fiction
Without Humanity offers an alternative account of the rise of the novel, showing how these early
experiments with nonhuman perspectives helped generate novelistic techniques for the
representation of consciousness. By placing the novel in a genealogy that embraces paintings,
riddles, scientific plates, and fables, Festa shows realism to issue less from mimetic exactitude than
from the tailoring of the represented world to a distinctively human point of view.
  age of reason literature: The Lost Age of Reason Jonardon Ganeri, 2011-03-10 Jonardon
Ganeri tells the story of a fascinating period in intellectual history, when Indian philosophy moved
into the modern era. Philosophers no longer defer to ancient authorities, but draw upon their
insights to seek a true understanding of knowledge, self, and reality. This missing chapter in the
development of modernity can at last be read.
  age of reason literature: Thomas Paine and the Literature of Revolution Edward Larkin,
2005-06-27 Although the impact of works such as Common Sense and The Rights of Man has led
historians to study Thomas Paine's role in the American Revolution and political scientists to
evaluate his contributions to political theory, scholars have tacitly agreed not to treat him as a
literary figure. This book not only redresses this omission, but also demonstrates that Paine's literary
sensibility is particularly evident in the very texts that confirmed his importance as a theorist. And
yet, because of this association with the 'masses', Paine is often dismissed as a mere propagandist.
Thomas Paine and the Literature of Revolution recovers Paine as a transatlantic popular intellectual
who would translate the major political theories of the eighteenth century into a language that was
accessible and appealing to ordinary citizens on both sides of the Atlantic.
  age of reason literature: The Heavenly City of the Eighteenth-century Philosophers Carl Lotus
Becker, 2003-01-01 Here a distinguished American historian challenges the belief that the
eighteenth century was essentially modern in its temper. In crystalline prose Carl Becker
demonstrates that the period commonly described as the Age of Reason was, in fact, very far from
that; that Voltaire, Hume, Diderot, and Locke were living in a medieval world, and that these
philosophers demolished the Heavenly City of St. Augustine only to rebuild it with more up-to-date
materials. In a new foreword, Johnson Kent Wright looks at the book's continuing relevance within
the context of current discussion about the Enlightenment. Will remain a classic--a beautifully
finished literary product.--Charles A. Beard, American Historical Review The Heavenly City of the
Eighteenth-Century Philosophers remains one of the most distinctive American contributions to the
historical literature on the Enlightenment. . . . [It] is likely to beguile and provoke readers for a long
time to come.--Johnson Kent Wright, from the foreword
  age of reason literature: Judaism and Enlightenment Adam Sutcliffe, 2004 This study
investigates the philosophical and political significance of Judaism in the intellectual life of
seventeenth and eighteenth century Europe. Adam Sutcliffe shows how the widespread and
enthusiastic fascination with Judaism prevalent around 1650 was largely eclipsed a century later by
attitudes of dismissal and disdain. He argues that Judaism was uniquely difficult for Enlightenment
thinkers to account for, and that their intense responses, both negative and positive, to Jewish topics
are central to an understanding of the underlying ambiguities of the Enlightenment itself. Judaism



and the Jews were a limit case, a destabilising challenge, and a constant test for Enlightenment
rationalism. Erudite and highly broad-ranging in its sources, and yet extremely accessible in its
argument, Judaism and Enlightenment is a major contribution to the history of European ideas, of
interest to scholars of Jewish history and to those working on the Enlightenment, toleration and the
emergence of modernity itself.
  age of reason literature: The Age of Reason Begins Will Durant, Ariel Durant, 1961 If there
is a linchpin to understanding modern European history, it lies in the period of religious strife &
scientific progress between the 1550s & 1650s. In The Age of Reason Begins, Will & Ariel Durant
bring together a fascinating network of stories in their discussion of the bumpy road toward the
Enlightenment. This is the age of great monarchs & greater artists: on the one hand, Elizabeth the
First of England, Philip II of Spain & Henry IV of France; on the other, Shakespeare, Cervantes,
Montaigne & Rembrandt. It also encompasses the heyday of Bacon, Galileo, Giordano Bruno &
Descartes--the fathers of modern science & philosophy. But it is equally an age of extreme violence,
a moment in which all Europe was embroiled in the horrible Thirty Years' War--in some respects, the
real First World War. Whatever the case, this is a chapter in cultural history one can't set aside. Mr
& Mrs Durant are admirably lucid...This is a book that can be commended very warmly.--The New
York Times.
  age of reason literature: The Specter of Skepticism in the Age of Enlightenment Anton M.
Matytsin, 2016-10-26 8. A Matter of Debate: Conceptions of Material Substance in the Scientific
Revolution -- 9. War of the Worlds: Cartesian Vortices and Newtonian Gravitation in
Eighteenth-Century Astronomy -- 10. Historical Pyrrhonism and Its Discontents -- Conclusion --
Notes -- Bibliography -- Index -- A -- B -- C -- D -- E -- F -- G -- H -- I -- J -- K -- L -- M -- N -- O -- P -- R --
S -- T -- U -- V -- W -- Y -- Z
  age of reason literature: Unscripted America Sarah Rivett, 2017 Unscripted America
reconstructs an archive of indigenous language texts in order to present a new and wholly unique
account of their impact on philosophy and US literary culture.
  age of reason literature: The Scandal of the Season Sophie Gee, 2008-08-05 A tale based on
the early eighteenth-century scandal that inspired Alexander Pope's The Rape of the Lock finds a
sickly and impoverished Alexander Pope gaining entry into high society and closely following a
forbidden affair between the rakish Lord Petre and the coquettish Arabella. A first novel. Reprint.
150,000 first printing.
  age of reason literature: Effeminate Years Declan Kavanagh, 2017-06-23 Effeminate Years:
Literature, Politics, and Aesthetics in Mid-Eighteenth-Century Britain investigates the gendered,
eroticized, and xenophobic ways in which the controversies in the 1760s surrounding the political
figure John Wilkes (1725-97) legitimated some men as political subjects, while forcefully excluding
others on the basis of their perceived effeminacy or foreignness. However, this book is not a literary
analysis of the Wilkes affair in the 1760s, nor is it a linear account of Wilkes’s political career.
Instead, Effeminate Years examines the cultural crisis of effeminacy that made Wilkes’s politicking
so appealing. The central theoretical problem that this study addresses is the argument about what
is and is not political: where does individual autonomy begin and end? Addressing this question,
Kavanagh traces the shaping influence of the discourse of effeminacy in the literature that was
generated by Wilkes’s legal and sexual scandals, while, at the same time, he also reads Wilkes’s
spectacular drumming up of support as a timely exploitation of the broader cultural crisis of
effeminacy during the mid century in Britain. The book begins with the scandals and agitations
surrounding Wilkes, and ends with readings of Edmund Burke’s (1729-1797) earliest political
writings, which envisage political community—a vision, that Kavanagh argues, is influenced by
Wilkes and the effeminate years of the 1760s. Throughout, Kavanagh shows how interlocutors in the
political and cultural debates of the mid-eighteenth-century period in Britain, such as Tobias
Smollett (1721-1771) and Arthur Murphy (1727-1805), attempt to resolve the problem of effeminate
excess. In part, the resolution for Wilkes and Charles Churchill (1731-1764) was to shunt effeminacy
onto the sexually non-normative. On the other hand, Burke, in his aesthetic theorization of the



beautiful privileges the socially constitutive affects of feeling effeminate. Through an analysis of
poetry, fiction, social and economic pamphlets, aesthetic treatises, journalism and correspondences,
placed within the latest queer historiography, Kavanagh demonstrates that the mid-century
effeminacy crisis served to re-conceive male heterosexuality as the very mark of political legitimacy.
Overall, Effeminate Years explores the development of modern ideas of masculinity and the political
subject, which are still the basis of debate and argument in our own time.
  age of reason literature: Let There Be Enlightenment Anton M. Matytsin, Dan Edelstein,
2018-09-14 Challenging the triumphalist narrative of Enlightenment secularism. According to most
scholars, the Enlightenment was a rational awakening, a radical break from a past dominated by
religion and superstition. But in Let There Be Enlightenment, Anton M. Matytsin, Dan Edelstein, and
the contributors they have assembled deftly undermine this simplistic narrative. Emphasizing the
ways in which religious beliefs and motivations shaped philosophical perspectives, essays in this
book highlight figures and topics often overlooked in standard genealogies of the Enlightenment.
The volume underscores the prominent role that religious discourses continued to play in major
aspects of seventeenth- and eighteenth-century thought. The essays probe a wide range of subjects,
from reformer Jan Amos Comenius’s quest for universal enlightenment to the changing meanings of
the light metaphor, Quaker influences on Baruch Spinoza’s theology, and the unexpected
persistence of Aristotle in the Enlightenment. Exploring the emergence of historical consciousness
among Enlightenment thinkers while examining their repeated insistence on living in an enlightened
age, the collection also investigates the origins and the long-term dynamics of the relationship
between faith and reason. Providing an overview of the rich spectrum of eighteenth-century culture,
the authors demonstrate that religion was central to Enlightenment thought. The term
“enlightenment” itself had a deeply religious connotation. Rather than revisiting the celebrated
breaks between the eighteenth century and the period that preceded it, Let There Be Enlightenment
reveals the unacknowledged continuities that connect the Enlightenment to its various antecedents.
Contributors: Philippe Buc, William J. Bulman, Jeffrey D. Burson, Charly Coleman, Dan Edelstein,
Matthew T. Gaetano, Howard Hotson, Anton M. Matytsin, Darrin M. McMahon, James Schmidt,
Céline Spector, Jo Van Cauter
  age of reason literature: The Dunciad Alexander Pope, 2016-10-01 Fans of literary lampoonery
will delight in the no-holds-barred, scorched-earth satire that British poet Alexander Pope unleashes
in his witty masterpiece, The Dunciad. Disgusted by the teeming waves of self-proclaimed writers
who emerged in search of a quick buck when the growing availability of cheaply printed books made
sentimental stories popular with the public, Pope took it upon himself to put these hacks in their
place in an epic poem lambasting their dullness and lack of refinement.
  age of reason literature: Being Brought from Africa to America - The Best of Phillis Wheatley
Phillis Wheatley, 2020-07-31 Phillis Wheatley (c. 1753–1784) was an American freed slave and poet
who wrote the first book of poetry by an African-American. Sold into a slavery in West Africa at the
age of around seven, she was taken to North America where she served the Wheatley family of
Boston. Phillis was tutored in reading and writing by Mary, the Wheatleys' 18-year-old daughter, and
was reading Latin and Greek classics from the age of twelve. Encouraged by the progressive
Wheatleys who recognised her incredible literary talent, she wrote To the University of Cambridge”
when she was 14 and by 20 had found patronage in the form of Selina Hastings, Countess of
Huntingdon. Her works garnered acclaim in both England and the colonies and she became the first
African American to make a living as a poet. This volume contains a collection of Wheatley's best
poetry, including the titular poem “Being Brought from Africa to America”. Contents include: “Phillis
Wheatley”, “Phillis Wheatley by Benjamin Brawley”, “To Maecenas”, “On Virtue”, “To the University
of Cambridge”, “To the King’s Most Excellent Majesty”, “On Being Brought from Africa to America”,
“On the Death of the Rev. Dr. Sewell”, “On the Death of the Rev. Mr. George Whitefield”, etc.
Ragged Hand is proudly publishing this brand new collection of classic poetry with a
specially-commissioned biography of the author.
  age of reason literature: The Village Notary József Eötvös, 2023-07-18 This is a romantic



novel set in the early 19th century Hungary, where a notary falls in love with a noblewoman. As their
love story unfolds, it offers an insightful look at the socio-political climate of the time. This work has
been selected by scholars as being culturally important, and is part of the knowledge base of
civilization as we know it. This work is in the public domain in the United States of America, and
possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no
entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work. Scholars believe, and we
concur, that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made generally
available to the public. We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank you for
being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.
  age of reason literature: Enlightenment and Emancipation Susan Manning, Peter France,
2006 The Enlightenment has been represented in radically opposing ways: on the one hand, as the
throwing off of the chains of superstition, custom, and usurped authority; on the other hand, in the
Romantic period, but also more recently, as what Michel Foucault termed the great confinement, in
which mind-forged manacles imprison the free and irrational spirit. The debate about the
Enlightenment project remains a topical one, which can still arouse fierce passions. This collection
of essays by distinguished scholars from various disciplines addresses the central question: Was
Enlightenment a force for emancipation? Their responses, working from within, and frequently
across the disciplinary lines of history, political science, economics, music, literature, aesthetics, art
history, and film, reveal unsuspected connections and divergences even between well-known figures
and texts. In their turn, the essays suggest the need for further inquiry in areas that turn out to be
very far from closed. The volume considers major writings in unusual juxtaposition; highlights new
figures of importance; and demonstrates familiar texts to embody strange implications.--Publisher's
website.
  age of reason literature: Is Nothing Sacred? Salman Rushdie, 1990

Additional Resources
Age Calculator
This free age calculator computes age in terms of years, months, weeks, days, hours,
minutes, and seconds, given a date of birth.

Age Calculator | age-calculator.org
Age Calculator is a free online tool to calculate the age or time difference between two
dates. The calculated age will be displayed in years, months, weeks, days, hours, minutes,
and also in …

Age Calculator (How old am I?)
This free online age calculator, a.k.a. Pearson age calculator, makes it as easy as possible
to calculate the age of a person, movable property, real estate, institution, or a company.
All you …

How Old Am I? Exact Age Calculator
Aug 9, 2019 · After entering your birth day click on the submit button & it will automatically
calculate your exact age today in years, days, hours & minutes. If you wanted to know how
old …

Online Age Calculator - Find chronological age from date of birth
This is a free online tool by EverydayCalculation.com to calculate chronological age from
date of birth. The calculator can tell you your age on any specified date in years, months,
weeks and …



Age Calculator: Find Your Age from Date of Birth
Calculate your age accurately by a set date with our easy-to-use age calculator tool.
Answer the question, how many days old am I instantly! Try it now.

How Old Am I? | Best Age Calculator to Find Your Age Now
Find Your Exact Age Now with Our Age Calculator. Have you ever wondered, "How old am I
today?" or "What year was I born?" Our age calculator helps you find your exact age now,
…

Age Calculator
May 14, 2025 · The age calculator finds age in years, months, days and minutes given a
date of birth. Calculate age, time between DOB and any date, or someone's age at death.

Age Calculator | How old am I? | Calculate age from date of birth
The best age calculator apps for determining your age. The ultimate birthday calculator:
How old are you in months, weeks, days, minutes? Did you ever want to know how old you
will be if …

Age Calculator (How Old Am I?)
Simply use the ' Age at Date ' option in our calculator and enter a date in either the past or
future. Our calculation tool will then calculate based upon that date. Your age can be
calculated by …

Age Calculator
This free age calculator computes age in terms of years, months, weeks, days, hours,
minutes, and seconds, given a date of birth.

Age Calculator | age-calculator.org
Age Calculator is a free online tool to calculate the age or time difference between two
dates. The calculated age will be displayed in years, months, weeks, days, hours, minutes,
and …

Age Calculator (How old am I?)
This free online age calculator, a.k.a. Pearson age calculator, makes it as easy as possible
to calculate the age of a person, movable property, real estate, institution, or a company.
All you …

How Old Am I? Exact Age Calculator
Aug 9, 2019 · After entering your birth day click on the submit button & it will automatically
calculate your exact age today in years, days, hours & minutes. If you wanted to know how
old you …

Online Age Calculator - Find chronological age from date …
This is a free online tool by EverydayCalculation.com to calculate chronological age from
date of birth. The calculator can tell you your age on any specified date in years, months, …
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