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Abstract: This article explores the intricate relationship between age and
language acquisition, providing a comprehensive definition of the field
within the context of developmental psychology. Through personal anecdotes,
case studies, and research findings, we delve into the critical periods,
sensitive periods, and lifelong plasticity of language learning. The impact
of various factors, such as cognitive development, social interaction, and
individual differences, on language acquisition across the lifespan will be
examined.

1. Defining Age and Language Acquisition Psychology

The field of age and language acquisition psychology definition encompasses
the study of how age influences the process of learning and acquiring a
language. It’s not simply about the speed of learning, but rather a complex
interplay of biological, cognitive, and social factors shaping the linguistic
outcome at different life stages. This definition encompasses both first
language (L1) acquisition and second language (L2) acquisition. While infants
seemingly effortlessly master their native tongue, older learners face
different challenges and exhibit distinct learning patterns.

2. Critical and Sensitive Periods: A Window of
Opportunity?

The concept of critical periods, initially proposed by Eric Lenneberg,
suggests that there's a biologically determined time frame for language
acquisition. Outside this window, language learning becomes significantly
more difficult. However, more recent research favors the concept of sensitive
periods, acknowledging a broader window of opportunity with declining
plasticity over time. While young children demonstrate remarkable ease in
acquiring language, adults can still achieve high levels of proficiency,
albeit through different strategies and with potentially different outcomes
in terms of accent and fluency.



My own experience working with a group of adult immigrants learning English
vividly illustrates this point. While their progress was impressive, their
accent often reflected their native language, a phenomenon less prevalent in
native speakers. This isn't to diminish their achievements but to highlight
the subtle yet significant differences in age and language acquisition
psychology definition.

3. Case Study: The "Genie" Case

The case of Genie, a severely neglected child who lacked exposure to language
during her early years, provides a compelling, albeit ethically complex,
example relevant to the age and language acquisition psychology definition.
Despite intensive intervention, Genie never achieved native-like fluency,
supporting the notion of sensitive periods in language development. However,
her case also reveals the incredible plasticity of the human brain,
showcasing that language acquisition, even at a later stage, is possible to
some extent. Genie’s case continues to fuel ongoing debates within the field.

4. Cognitive Development and Language Learning

Cognitive development is inextricably linked to language acquisition.
Piaget’s stages of cognitive development provide a framework for
understanding how children's mental abilities influence their language
learning journey. For instance, the development of symbolic thought, crucial
for understanding words as representations of objects and concepts, plays a
significant role in early language acquisition. The age and language
acquisition psychology definition also considers how executive functions,
such as working memory and attention, affect a learner’s ability to process
and retain linguistic information at any age.

5. Social Interaction and Language Acquisition

Language isn't acquired in a vacuum; social interaction is crucial. The
interactionist approach highlights the role of social context in shaping
language development. Children learn language through interactions with
caregivers, peers, and other significant individuals. This social scaffolding
provides support and feedback, facilitating language acquisition. For older
learners, the social context might involve immersion programs, language
exchange partners, or online communities, all of which contribute to their
linguistic progress, though the learning mechanisms are somewhat different
than in childhood. This aspect is vital to a comprehensive age and language
acquisition psychology definition.

6. Individual Differences: A Diverse Landscape

Individual differences significantly influence language acquisition across
the lifespan. Factors such as aptitude, motivation, learning style, and
personality traits all play a role. Some individuals are naturally inclined
towards languages, demonstrating faster progress and greater ease. Others
might require more time and effort. Furthermore, prior linguistic
experiences, exposure to different languages, and even genetic



predispositions can impact an individual's language learning journey. These
individual differences are crucial aspects that contribute to the complexity
of the age and language acquisition psychology definition.

7. Beyond Childhood: Language Learning in Adulthood

The common belief that language learning is solely a childhood phenomenon is
a misconception. Adults possess cognitive advantages, such as metacognitive
awareness and strategic learning abilities, that can compensate for the
diminishing neural plasticity. While achieving native-like fluency might be
challenging, adults can attain high levels of proficiency through dedicated
learning and strategic approaches. Understanding the specific cognitive and
social dynamics involved in adult language acquisition is critical to a
complete age and language acquisition psychology definition.

8. Implications for Language Education

Understanding the principles of age and language acquisition psychology
definition has profound implications for language education. Tailoring
teaching methods to suit different age groups and learners' needs is crucial
for maximizing learning outcomes. This includes creating engaging and age-
appropriate materials, employing effective teaching strategies, and fostering
a supportive learning environment. The field informs the development of
effective language learning programs, resources, and assessment tools.

Conclusion

The field of age and language acquisition psychology definition continues to
evolve, with new research constantly refining our understanding of the
complex interplay between age and language learning. While the existence of
sensitive periods is widely accepted, the extent of plasticity across the
lifespan remains a topic of ongoing investigation. Acknowledging the
multifaceted nature of language acquisition, including cognitive, social, and
individual differences, is crucial for developing effective and inclusive
language learning approaches for individuals of all ages.

FAQs

What is the critical period hypothesis in language acquisition? The1.
critical period hypothesis suggests there's a biologically determined
time frame for language acquisition, after which learning becomes
significantly more difficult.

What is the difference between a critical period and a sensitive period?1.
A critical period implies a strict deadline, whereas a sensitive period
suggests a window of opportunity with decreasing plasticity over time.



Can adults learn languages as effectively as children? While children1.
acquire languages more easily, adults can achieve high proficiency
through dedicated effort and strategic learning.

What role does cognitive development play in language acquisition?1.
Cognitive abilities, such as symbolic thought and executive functions,
significantly influence the process of language learning.

How does social interaction affect language learning? Social interaction1.
provides crucial input, feedback, and scaffolding for language
acquisition.

What are some individual differences that impact language learning?1.
Aptitude, motivation, learning style, personality, and prior linguistic
experience all influence language learning outcomes.

What are the implications of age and language acquisition for language1.
education? Understanding the principles of age and language acquisition
informs the development of effective language learning programs and
methods.

What are some common challenges faced by adult language learners? Adults1.
may face challenges related to time constraints, competing priorities,
and ingrained learning habits.

What are the ethical considerations in research on language acquisition,1.
particularly involving cases like Genie? Researchers must prioritize the
well-being and rights of participants, ensuring informed consent and
minimizing potential harm.

Related Articles:

The Neuroscience of Language Acquisition: Explores the brain regions and1.
neural pathways involved in language processing and learning.

Bilingualism and Cognitive Development: Examines the cognitive benefits1.



of bilingualism across the lifespan.

Second Language Acquisition Theories: Reviews prominent theories1.
explaining how second languages are acquired.

The Role of Input in Language Acquisition: Investigates the type and1.
amount of linguistic input needed for successful language learning.

The Impact of Immersion Programs on Language Acquisition: Evaluates the1.
effectiveness of immersion programs in fostering language acquisition.

Language Acquisition in Individuals with Developmental Disabilities:1.
Explores language learning challenges and interventions for individuals
with developmental disabilities.

Cross-Linguistic Influence in Second Language Acquisition: Examines how1.
learners' native language influences their second language learning.

The Effects of Age on Phonological Acquisition: Focuses specifically on1.
the acquisition of sounds and pronunciation at different ages.

Motivation and Language Learning Strategies: Investigates the1.
relationship between learners’ motivation and the strategies they employ
to acquire a language.

  age and language acquisition psychology definition: The Psychology of the Language
Learner Zoltán Dörnyei, 2014-04-04 The scope of individual learner differences is broad, yet there is
no current, comprehensive, and unified volume that provides an overview of the considerable
amount of research conducted on various language learner differences, until now.
  age and language acquisition psychology definition: Practice in a Second Language
Robert DeKeyser, 2007-03-12 This volume focuses on 'practice' from a theoretical perspective and
includes implications for the classroom.
  age and language acquisition psychology definition: Relational Frame Theory Steven C.
Hayes, Dermot Barnes-Holmes, Bryan Roche, 2014-01-15
  age and language acquisition psychology definition: Verbal Behavior Burrhus Frederic



Skinner, 1957
  age and language acquisition psychology definition: Encyclopedia of the Sciences of
Learning Norbert M. Seel, 2011-10-05 Over the past century, educational psychologists and
researchers have posited many theories to explain how individuals learn, i.e. how they acquire,
organize and deploy knowledge and skills. The 20th century can be considered the century of
psychology on learning and related fields of interest (such as motivation, cognition, metacognition
etc.) and it is fascinating to see the various mainstreams of learning, remembered and forgotten over
the 20th century and note that basic assumptions of early theories survived several paradigm shifts
of psychology and epistemology. Beyond folk psychology and its naïve theories of learning,
psychological learning theories can be grouped into some basic categories, such as behaviorist
learning theories, connectionist learning theories, cognitive learning theories, constructivist learning
theories, and social learning theories. Learning theories are not limited to psychology and related
fields of interest but rather we can find the topic of learning in various disciplines, such as
philosophy and epistemology, education, information science, biology, and – as a result of the
emergence of computer technologies – especially also in the field of computer sciences and artificial
intelligence. As a consequence, machine learning struck a chord in the 1980s and became an
important field of the learning sciences in general. As the learning sciences became more
specialized and complex, the various fields of interest were widely spread and separated from each
other; as a consequence, even presently, there is no comprehensive overview of the sciences of
learning or the central theoretical concepts and vocabulary on which researchers rely. The
Encyclopedia of the Sciences of Learning provides an up-to-date, broad and authoritative coverage
of the specific terms mostly used in the sciences of learning and its related fields, including relevant
areas of instruction, pedagogy, cognitive sciences, and especially machine learning and knowledge
engineering. This modern compendium will be an indispensable source of information for scientists,
educators, engineers, and technical staff active in all fields of learning. More specifically, the
Encyclopedia provides fast access to the most relevant theoretical terms provides up-to-date, broad
and authoritative coverage of the most important theories within the various fields of the learning
sciences and adjacent sciences and communication technologies; supplies clear and precise
explanations of the theoretical terms, cross-references to related entries and up-to-date references
to important research and publications. The Encyclopedia also contains biographical entries of
individuals who have substantially contributed to the sciences of learning; the entries are written by
a distinguished panel of researchers in the various fields of the learning sciences.
  age and language acquisition psychology definition: Transforming the Workforce for
Children Birth Through Age 8 National Research Council, Institute of Medicine, Board on
Children, Youth, and Families, Committee on the Science of Children Birth to Age 8: Deepening and
Broadening the Foundation for Success, 2015-07-23 Children are already learning at birth, and they
develop and learn at a rapid pace in their early years. This provides a critical foundation for lifelong
progress, and the adults who provide for the care and the education of young children bear a great
responsibility for their health, development, and learning. Despite the fact that they share the same
objective - to nurture young children and secure their future success - the various practitioners who
contribute to the care and the education of children from birth through age 8 are not acknowledged
as a workforce unified by the common knowledge and competencies needed to do their jobs well.
Transforming the Workforce for Children Birth Through Age 8 explores the science of child
development, particularly looking at implications for the professionals who work with children. This
report examines the current capacities and practices of the workforce, the settings in which they
work, the policies and infrastructure that set qualifications and provide professional learning, and
the government agencies and other funders who support and oversee these systems. This book then
makes recommendations to improve the quality of professional practice and the practice
environment for care and education professionals. These detailed recommendations create a
blueprint for action that builds on a unifying foundation of child development and early learning,
shared knowledge and competencies for care and education professionals, and principles for



effective professional learning. Young children thrive and learn best when they have secure, positive
relationships with adults who are knowledgeable about how to support their development and
learning and are responsive to their individual progress. Transforming the Workforce for Children
Birth Through Age 8 offers guidance on system changes to improve the quality of professional
practice, specific actions to improve professional learning systems and workforce development, and
research to continue to build the knowledge base in ways that will directly advance and inform
future actions. The recommendations of this book provide an opportunity to improve the quality of
the care and the education that children receive, and ultimately improve outcomes for children.
  age and language acquisition psychology definition: Age and the Acquisition of English as a
Foreign Language María del Pilar García Mayo, María Luisa García Lecumberri, 2003-05-21 This
book provides an overview of current research on the age factor in foreign language learning,
addressing issues, which are critical for language planning. It presents new research on foreign
language learning within bilingual communities in formal instruction settings focussing on syntax,
phonology, writing, oral skills and learning strategies.
  age and language acquisition psychology definition: The Virtual Linguistics Campus
Jürgen Handke, Peter Franke, 2006
  age and language acquisition psychology definition: The Wug Test Jean Berko Gleason,
2019-12-09 The Wug Test is a picture book for children and adults that uses invented nouns, verbs,
and adjectives to illuminate what children know about their own language. This book includes the
original delightful Wug Test drawings and test questions created by Professor Jean Berko Gleason in
1958. The Wug Test, first given in research settings, showed that children do not learn language
simply by memorizing what they hear. Instead, they learn the rules of their language so that they are
able to make plurals, past tenses and other forms when presented with words they have never heard
before. This book has pictures and interesting questions to share with children, along with
informative notes and commentary for adults. It provides a fascinating insight into what even very
young children know about language, as well as a way to understand and observe a child's
acquisition of the rules of language over time. Ages 3-7.
  age and language acquisition psychology definition: Age in Second Language
Acquisition Birgit Harley, 1986
  age and language acquisition psychology definition: Individual Differences in Second
Language Learning Peter Skehan, 2014-04-04 Understanding the way in which learners differ from
one another is of fundamental concern to those involved in second-language acquisition, either as
researchers or teachers. This account is the first to review at book length the important research
into differences, considering matters such as aptitude, motivation, learner strategies, personality
and interaction between learner characteristics and types of instruction.
  age and language acquisition psychology definition: Introducing Second Language
Acquisition Muriel Saville-Troike, 2012-04-05 A clear and practical introduction to second language
acquisition, written for students encountering the topic for the first time.
  age and language acquisition psychology definition: Second Language Acquisition and the
Critical Period Hypothesis David Birdsong, 1999 Second Language Acquisition and the Critical
Period Hypothesis is the only book on the market to provide a diverse collection of perspectives,
from experienced researchers, on the role of the Critical Period Hypothesis in second language
acquisition. It is widely believed that age effects in both first and second language acquisition are
developmental in nature, with native levels of attainment in both to be though possible only if
learning began before the closure of a window of opportunity – a critical or sensitive period. These
seven chapters explore this idea at length, with each contribution acting as an authoritative look at
various domains of inquiry in second language acquisition, including syntax, morphology,
phonetics/phonology, Universal Grammar, and neurofunctional factors. By presenting readers with
an evenly-balanced take on the topic with viewpoints both for and against the Critical Period
Hypothesis, this book is the ideal guide to understanding this critical body of research in SLA, for
students and researchers in Applied Linguistics and Second Language Acquisition.



  age and language acquisition psychology definition: The Psychology of Second Language
Acquisition Zoltan Dornyei, 2013-01-10 The Psychology of Second Language Acquisition offers a
systematic and accessible overview of the main psychological areas and theories in order to keep
abreast of the ongoing paradigm shift.
  age and language acquisition psychology definition: The Psychology of Language Trevor
A. Harley, 2013-12-16 This thorough revision and update of the popular second edition contains
everything the student needs to know about the psychology of language: how we understand,
produce, and store language.
  age and language acquisition psychology definition: Language and Language
Acquisition Francis Lowenthal, 1982-12-01 F. LOWENTHAL University of Mons Mons, Belgium In
September 1980, researchers from many different countries and working in disciplines as varied as
philosophy, psychology, neurology, mathematics, education, linguistics, sociology, and others we
forget to mention, again met in Mons to discuss problems concerning Language and Language
Acquisition. Conflicting opinions among researchers not only from different disciplines, but also
within a same discipline, led to many a lively discussion. This book attempts to recreate the
atmosphere of the conference, by reproducing the different papers, some of which were rewritten
after the initial presentation and discussion-session, and by giving a summary of each discussion
session to enable the reader to understand how each participant reacted. Obviously, we accept full
responsibility for these summaries: we hope we have understood correctly what each participant
meant. This also holds for the special session devoted to an attempt to define the concept of
language. We suggest that further meetings should study language and context simultaneously,
within the framework of a CONTEXTUAL LINGUISTICS.
  age and language acquisition psychology definition: Language Development in the
Digital Age Mila Vulchanova, Giosuè Baggio, Angelo Cangelosi, Linda Smith, 2017-10-18 The digital
age is changing our children’s lives and childhood dramatically. New technologies transform the way
people interact with each other, the way stories are shared and distributed, and the way reality is
presented and perceived. Parents experience that toddlers can handle tablets and apps with a level
of sophistication the children’s grandparents can only envy. The question of how the ecology of the
child affects the acquisition of competencies and skills has been approached from different angles in
different disciplines. In linguistics, psychology and neuroscience, the central question addressed
concerns the specific role of exposure to language. Two influential types of theory have been
proposed. On one view the capacity to learn language is hard-wired in the human brain: linguistic
input is merely a trigger for language to develop. On an alternative view, language acquisition
depends on the linguistic environment of the child, and specifically on language input provided
through child-adult communication and interaction. The latter view further specifies that factors in
situated interaction are crucial for language learning to take place. In the fields of information
technology, artificial intelligence and robotics a current theme is to create robots that develop, as
children do, and to establish how embodiment and interaction support language learning in these
machines. In the field of human-machine interaction, research is investigating whether using a
physical robot, rather than a virtual agent or a computer-based video, has a positive effect on
language development. The Research Topic will address the following issues: - What are the
methodological challenges faced by research on language acquisition in the digital age? - How
should traditional theories and models of language acquisition be revised to account for the
multimodal and multichannel nature of language learning in the digital age? - How should existing
and future technologies be developed and transformed so as to be most beneficial for child language
learning and cognition? - Can new technologies be tailored to support child growth, and most
importantly, can they be designed in order to enhance specifically vulnerable children’s language
learning environment and opportunities? - What kind of learning mechanisms are involved? - How
can artificial intelligence and robotics technologies, as robot tutors, support language development?
These questions and issues can only be addressed by means of an interdisciplinary approach that
aims at developing new methods of data collection and analysis in cross-sectional and longitudinal



perspectives. We welcome contributions addressing these questions from an interdisciplinary
perspective both theoretically and empirically.
  age and language acquisition psychology definition: Principles and Practice in Second
Language Acquisition Stephen D. Krashen, 1987
  age and language acquisition psychology definition: Parenting Matters National
Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine, Division of Behavioral and Social Sciences and
Education, Board on Children, Youth, and Families, Committee on Supporting the Parents of Young
Children, 2016-11-21 Decades of research have demonstrated that the parent-child dyad and the
environment of the familyâ€which includes all primary caregiversâ€are at the foundation of
children's well- being and healthy development. From birth, children are learning and rely on
parents and the other caregivers in their lives to protect and care for them. The impact of parents
may never be greater than during the earliest years of life, when a child's brain is rapidly developing
and when nearly all of her or his experiences are created and shaped by parents and the family
environment. Parents help children build and refine their knowledge and skills, charting a trajectory
for their health and well-being during childhood and beyond. The experience of parenting also
impacts parents themselves. For instance, parenting can enrich and give focus to parents' lives;
generate stress or calm; and create any number of emotions, including feelings of happiness,
sadness, fulfillment, and anger. Parenting of young children today takes place in the context of
significant ongoing developments. These include: a rapidly growing body of science on early
childhood, increases in funding for programs and services for families, changing demographics of
the U.S. population, and greater diversity of family structure. Additionally, parenting is increasingly
being shaped by technology and increased access to information about parenting. Parenting Matters
identifies parenting knowledge, attitudes, and practices associated with positive developmental
outcomes in children ages 0-8; universal/preventive and targeted strategies used in a variety of
settings that have been effective with parents of young children and that support the identified
knowledge, attitudes, and practices; and barriers to and facilitators for parents' use of practices that
lead to healthy child outcomes as well as their participation in effective programs and services. This
report makes recommendations directed at an array of stakeholders, for promoting the wide-scale
adoption of effective programs and services for parents and on areas that warrant further research
to inform policy and practice. It is meant to serve as a roadmap for the future of parenting policy,
research, and practice in the United States.
  age and language acquisition psychology definition: Understanding Second Language
Acquisition Lourdes Ortega, 2014-02-04 Whether we grow up with one, two, or several languages
during our early years of life, many of us will learn a second, foreign, or heritage language in later
years. The field of Second language acquisition (SLA, for short) investigates the human capacity to
learn additional languages in late childhood, adolescence, or adulthood, after the first language --in
the case of monolinguals-- or languages --in the case of bilinguals-- have already been acquired.
Understanding Second Language Acquisition offers a wide-encompassing survey of this burgeoning
field, its accumulated findings and proposed theories, its developed research paradigms, and its
pending questions for the future. The book zooms in and out of universal, individual, and social
forces, in each case evaluating the research findings that have been generated across diverse
naturalistic and formal contexts for second language acquisition. It assumes no background in SLA
and provides helpful chapter-by-chapter summaries and suggestions for further reading. Ideal as a
textbook for students of applied linguistics, foreign language education, TESOL, and education, it is
also recommended for students of linguistics, developmental psycholinguistics, psychology, and
cognitive science. Supporting resources for tutors are available free at www.routledge.com/ortega.
  age and language acquisition psychology definition: In Other Words Ellen Bialystok, Kenji
Hakuta, 1994-11-09 Explores the reasons why it is often difficult to learn a second language and
explains how language acquisition can be a process of self-discovery.
  age and language acquisition psychology definition: Jonathan Livingston Seagull Richard
Bach, 2014-10-21 Includes the rediscovered part four--Cover.



  age and language acquisition psychology definition: Cognition, Language and Aging
Heather Harris Wright, 2016-03-16 Age-related changes in cognitive and language functions have
been extensively researched over the past half-century. The older adult represents a unique
population for studying cognition and language because of the many challenges that are presented
with investigating this population, including individual differences in education, life experiences,
health issues, social identity, as well as gender. The purpose of this book is to provide an advanced
text that considers these unique challenges and assembles in one source current information
regarding (a) language in the aging population and (b) current theories accounting for age-related
changes in language function. A thoughtful and comprehensive review of current research spanning
different disciplines that study aging will achieve this purpose. Such disciplines include linguistics,
psychology, sociolinguistics, neurosciences, cognitive sciences, and communication sciences. As of
January 2019, this e-book is freely available, thanks to the support of libraries working with
Knowledge Unlatched.
  age and language acquisition psychology definition: Encyclopedia of Child Behavior and
Development Sam Goldstein, Jack A. Naglieri, 2010-11-23 This reference work breaks new ground
as an electronic resource. Utterly comprehensive, it serves as a repository of knowledge in the field
as well as a frequently updated conduit of new material long before it finds its way into standard
textbooks.
  age and language acquisition psychology definition: High-Level Language Proficiency
in Second Language and Multilingual Contexts Kenneth Hyltenstam, Inge Bartning, Lars Fant,
2020-09-24 The issue of high-level language proficiency in other than monolingual contexts can be
approached from a variety of perspectives, including linguistic/structural; psycholinguistic/cognitive
and sociolinguistic/societal. Bringing together a team of experts, this volume takes a novel empirical
approach to the subject combined with an up-to-date understanding of these research areas, to
answer two important research questions in the field of second language acquisition: what
conditions allow learners to attain an outstanding level of proficiency in a second language, and
what factors still prevent them from becoming entirely like first language speakers. Looking at a
range of European languages including English, French, Italian, Spanish and Swedish, it provides
important insights into second language use at the highest levels as well as in high-proficient mixed
language use in multicultural settings. A useful tool for both language teaching and language
teacher training, it provides a solid grounding for further study in this important area of research.
  age and language acquisition psychology definition: Biological Foundations of Language
Eric H. Lenneberg, 1967-01-15 The study of language is pertinent to many fields of inquiry. It is
relevant to psychology, anthropology, philosophy, and medicine. It encroaches upon the humanities,
as well as upon the social and natural sciences. We may pursue investigations that concentrate on
what man has done with or to specific languages; or we may regard language as a natural
phenomenon- an aspect of his biological nature, to be studied in the same manner as, for instance,
his anatomy. Which of these approaches is to be chosen is entirely a matter of personal curiosity.
This book is concerned with the biological aspects of language. -- Preface
  age and language acquisition psychology definition: Encyclopedia of Language
Development Patricia J. Brooks, Vera Kempe, 2014-03-28 The progression from newborn to
sophisticated language user in just a few short years is often described as wonderful and miraculous.
What are the biological, cognitive, and social underpinnings of this miracle? What major language
development milestones occur in infancy? What methodologies do researchers employ in studying
this progression? Why do some become adept at multiple languages while others face a lifelong
struggle with just one? What accounts for declines in language proficiency, and how might such
declines be moderated? Despite an abundance of textbooks, specialized monographs, and a couple of
academic handbooks, there has been no encyclopedic reference work in this area--until now. The
Encyclopedia of Language Development covers the breadth of theory and research on language
development from birth through adulthood, as well as their practical application. Features: This
affordable A-to-Z reference includes 200 articles that address such topic areas as theories and



research tradition; biological perspectives; cognitive perspectives; family, peer, and social
influences; bilingualism; special populations and disorders; and more. All articles (signed and
authored by key figures in the field) conclude with cross reference links and suggestions for further
reading. Appendices include a Resource Guide with annotated lists of classic books and articles,
journals, associations, and web sites; a Glossary of specialized terms; and a Chronology offering an
overview and history of the field. A thematic Reader’s Guide groups related articles by broad topic
areas as one handy search feature on the e-Reference platform, which includes a comprehensive
index of search terms. Available in both print and electronic formats, Encyclopedia of Language
Development is a must-have reference for researchers and is ideal for library reference or
circulating collections. Key Themes: Categories Effects of language on cognitive development
Fundamentals, theories and models of language development Impairments of language development
Language development in special populations Literacy and language development Mechanisms of
language development Methods in language development research Prelinguistic communicative
development Social effects in language acquisition Specific aspects of language development
  age and language acquisition psychology definition: Motivation and Second Language
Acquisition Robert C. Gardner, 2010 Offering a historical and empirical account, this book provides
a comprehensive overview of the socio-educational model of second language acquisition. This
approach to understanding motivational variables that promote success in the learning of a second
or foreign language - distinguishing between language classroom motivation and language learning
motivation - is a major one in the history of this field of research. Chapters include a discussion of
the definition and measurement of motivation; historical foundations of the model; recent studies
with the International Attitude Motivation Test Battery for English as a foreign language in different
countries; the implications of the model to the classroom context; and a discussion of criticisms and
misconceptions of the model. The book provides graduate students and researchers with unique
coverage of this research-oriented approach as well as serving as a source book for the area. It is
ideal for courses on motivation in second language learning, or as a supplemental text for
research-oriented courses in applied linguistics, educational psychology, or language research in
general.
  age and language acquisition psychology definition: Semantics in Language Acquisition
Kristen Syrett, Sudha Arunachalam, 2018-08-02 This volume presents the state of the art of recent
research on the acquisition of semantics. Covering topics ranging from infants' initial acquisition of
word meaning to the more sophisticated mapping between structure and meaning in the
syntax-semantics interface, and the relation between logical content and inferences on language
meaning (semantics and pragmatics), the papers in this volume introduce the reader to the variety of
ways in which children come to realize that semantic content is encoded in word meaning (for
example, in the event semantics of the verbal domain or the scope of logical operators), and at the
level of the sentence, which requires the composition of semantic meaning. The authors represent
some of the most established and promising researchers in this domain, demonstrating collective
expertise in a range of methodologies and topics relevant to the acquisition of semantics. This
volume will serve as a valuable resource for students and faculty, and junior and seasoned
researchers alike.
  age and language acquisition psychology definition: Language Development and Age
Julia Herschensohn, 2007-10-18 This book was first published in 2007. The anecdotal view of
language acquisition is that children learn language with apparent ease, no instruction and in very
little time, while adults find learning a new language to be cognitively challenging, labour intensive
and time-consuming. In this book Herschensohn examines whether early childhood is a critical
period for language acquisition after which individuals cannot learn a language as native speakers.
She argues that a first language is largely susceptible to age constraints, showing major deficits past
the age of twelve. Second-language acquisition also shows age effects, but with a range of individual
differences. The competence of expert adult learners, the unequal achievements of child learners of
second languages, and the lack of consistent evidence for a maturational cut-off, all cast doubt on a



critical period for second-language acquisition.
  age and language acquisition psychology definition: Writing Development Clotilde
Pontecorvo, 1997-11-06 This volume presents a selection of papers presented at a series of three
workshops organized by the Network “Written Language and Literacy” as launched by the European
Science Foundation. The main topics making up Writing Development are: (1) Writing and literacy
acquisition: Links between speech and writing, with contributions by David R. Olson, Claire
Blanche-Benveniste, Emilia Ferreiro, Ruth Berman, Liliana Tolchinsky & Ana Teberosky; (2) Writing
and reading in time and culture, with contributions by Collette Sirat, Françoise Desbordes, Harmut
Günther, Peter Koch, & Jean Hébrard: (3) Written language competence in monolingual and
bilingual contexts, with contributions by Michel Fayol & Serge Mouchon, Georges Lüdi, & Ludo
Verhoeven; (4) Writing systems, brain structures and languages: A neurolinguistic view, with
contributions by Giuseppe Cossu, Heinz Wimmer & Uta Frith, & Brian Butterworth. The volume
heads off with an extensive introduction “Studying writing and writing acquisition today: A
multidisciplinary view”.
  age and language acquisition psychology definition: Ageing Nancy A. Pachana, 2016
Ageing is an activity we are familiar with from an early age. In our younger years upcoming
birthdays are anticipated with an excitement that somewhat diminishes as the years progress. As we
grow older we are bombarded with advice on ways to overcome, thwart, resist, and, on the rare
occasion, embrace, one's ageing. Have all human beings from the various historical epochs and
cultures viewed aging with this same ambivalence? In this Very Short Introduction Nancy A.
Pachana discusses the lifelong dynamic changes in biological, psychological, and social functioning
involved in ageing. Increased lifespans in the developed and the developing world have created an
urgent need to find ways to enhance our functioning and well-being in the later decades of life, and
this need is reflected in policies and action plans addressing our ageing populations from the World
Health Organization and the United Nations. Looking to the future, Pachana considers
advancements in the provision for our ageing populations, including revolutionary models of nursing
home care such as Green House nursing homes in the USA and Small Group Living homes in the
Netherlands. She shows that understanding the process of ageing is not only important for
individuals, but also for societies and nations, if the full potential of those entering later life is to be
realised. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press
contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect
way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective,
new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
  age and language acquisition psychology definition: The Age Factor in Second
Language Acquisition David Michael Singleton, Zsolt Lengyel, 1995-01-01 This book takes a hard
look at some of the assumptions that are customarily made concerning the role of age in second
language acquisition. The evidence and arguments the contributors present run counter to the
notion that an early start in second language learning is of itself either absolutely sufficient or
necessary for the attainment of native-like mastery of a second language. Another theme of the book
is a doubt that there is a particular stage of maturity beyond which language learning is no longer
fully possible. In short, the book presents a challenge to those who take it as given that second
language learning is inevitably different in its essential nature from language acquisition in the
childhood years and that second language knowledge acquired beyond the critical period is in all
circumstances and in all respects doomed to fossilize at a non-native-like level.
  age and language acquisition psychology definition: Psychology Richard A. Griggs,
2008-02-15 The updated 2nd edition of this brief introduction to Psychology, is more accessible and
ideal for short courses. This is a brief, accessible introductory psychology textbook. The updated 2nd
edition of this clear and brief introduction to Psychology is written by the award-winning lecturer
and author Richard Griggs. The text is written in an engaging style and presents a selection of
carefully chosen core concepts in psychology, providing solid topical coverage without drowning the
student in a sea of details.



  age and language acquisition psychology definition: Constructing a Language Michael
TOMASELLO, 2009-06-30 In this groundbreaking book, Tomasello presents a comprehensive
usage-based theory of language acquisition. Drawing together a vast body of empirical research in
cognitive science, linguistics, and developmental psychology, Tomasello demonstrates that we don't
need a self-contained language instinct to explain how children learn language. Their linguistic
ability is interwoven with other cognitive abilities.
  age and language acquisition psychology definition: Encyclopedia of Educational
Psychology Neil J. Salkind, Kristin Rasmussen, 2008-01-17 The field of educational psychology draws
from a variety of diverse disciplines including human development across the life span,
measurement and statistics, learning and motivation, and teaching. And within these different
disciplines, many other fields are featured including psychology, anthropology, education, sociology,
public health, school psychology, counseling, history, and philosophy. In fact, when taught at the
college or university level, educational psychology is an ambitious course that undertakes the
presentation of many different topics all tied together by the theme of how the individual can best
function in an educational setting, loosely defined as anything from pre-school through adult
education. Educational psychology can be defined as the application of what we know about learning
and motivation, development, and measurement and statistics to educational settings (both school-
and community-based).
  age and language acquisition psychology definition: Social Psychology and Second
Language Learning Robert C. Gardner, 1985
  age and language acquisition psychology definition: Language Acquisition David Michael
Singleton, Lisa Ryan, 2004-01-01 The authors examine the evidence relative to the idea that there is
an age factor in first & second language acquisition & goes on to explore the various explanations
that have been advanced to account for such evidence. Finally, it looks at educational ramifications
of the age question.
  age and language acquisition psychology definition: Child Language Barbara C. Lust,
2006-09-21 The remarkable way in which young children acquire language has long fascinated
linguists and developmental psychologists alike. Language is a skill that we have essentially
mastered by the age of three, and with incredible ease and speed, despite the complexity of the task.
This accessible textbook introduces the field of child language acquisition, exploring language
development from birth. Setting out the key theoretical debates, it considers questions such as what
characteristics of the human mind make it possible to acquire language; how far acquisition is
biologically programmed and how far it is influenced by our environment; what makes second
language learning (in adulthood) different from first language acquisition; and whether the specific
stages in language development are universal across languages. Clear and comprehensive, it is set
to become a key text for all courses in child language acquisition, within linguistics, developmental
psychology and cognitive science.
  age and language acquisition psychology definition: Understanding Child Psychology
Christine Brain, Penny Mukherji, 2005 'Understanding child psychology' is for students of child
development and particularly those following courses leading to vocational qualifications in
childcare and education.

Additional Resources
THE ROLE OF AGE IN SECOND LANGUAGE …
The role of age in L2 acquisition is increasing attracting researchers’
interests since Lenneberg’s (1967) Critical Period Hypothesis on language
learning was proposed, as it helps to explain …

Age And Language Acquisition Psychology Definition
Age And Language Acquisition Psychology Definition: Language Acquisition and



Conceptual Development Melissa Bowerman,Stephen C. Levinson,2001-01-11
Leading scholars examine …

Language Development and Age - Cambridge University …
In this book Herschensohn examines whether early childhood is a critical
period for language acquisition after which individuals cannot learn a
language as native speakers. She argues …

Age and Second Language Acquisition and Processing: A
Researchers have explored several biographical variables that might be
predictive of L2A outcomes. Age of acquisition (AoA) is understood as the age
at which learners are immersed …

The structure of age: in search of barriers to second …
Two small-scale studies are described which attempt to explore some of these
issues. In both cases, it is found that the correspondence between language
structures in the first and second …

Optimal Age for Second Language Acquisition
identify age-related variations in second language acquisition with the
intention of informing educational policy and practice. Regardless of the
orientation, learners’ age is gaining …

Age as an Affective Factor in Second Language Acquisition - ed
Age is one of the most important affective factors in Second Language
Acquisition (SLA). There is some consensus among SLA researchers that age as
an affective factor that brings about …

Age of Acquisition: Its Neural and Computational …
In this review, we approach these questions broadly and consider general
computational and neural principles that may contribute to AoA effects in
both linguistic and nonlinguistic …

AGE AND ITS INFLUENCE ON SECOND LANGUAGE …
The purpose of this paper is to point out some of the major psychological,
social and linguistic theories which have governed the field of Second
Language Acquisition. The paper also …

A Literature-Based Approach on Age Factors in Second …
Age is an essential factor in Second Language Acquisition (SLA), impacting
the success of students and instructional methods. The purpose of this study
is to examine the age factor in …

Second Language Acquisition and the Critical Period …
Our approach, however, is to offer data that challenge the interpretation
that the effects are caused by age by identifying areas in which empirical
results contradict predictions from the …

Age And Language Acquisition Psychology Definition
The field of age and language acquisition psychology definition encompasses
the study of how age influences the process of learning and acquiring a
language. It’s not simply about the …

1 Just in time: is there a critical period for language acquisition?
Proponents of a critical period for language acquisition have proposed
several ages as the threshold of the sensitive age for second language
learning: six years (Long 1990) or younger, …

On how age affects foreign language learning - auth



Learners’ age has been identified by researchers – no matter whether their
particular orientation is theoretical or applied – as one of the crucial
issues in the area of second language (L2) …

Age Effects in Second Language Acquisition : Overview
In this review article, previous studies regarding age and language
acquisition are examined, and the ways in which age may affect the process of
acquiring a second language are discussed.

Disentangling the roles of age and knowledge in early …
Exploring language acquisition in this population allows us to determine
which aspects of the acquisition trajectory are linked to cognitive
development and maturation and which aspects …

First Language Acquisition: Psychological Considerations …
Abstract—This article aims to provide an overview of major theoretical
approaches and psychological considerations related to child language (first
language acquisition).

The Age Factor on Second Language Acquisition and Its …
Abstract—This study investigates the effects of Age of Onset of Acquisition
(AOA) on Second Language Acquisition (SLA) and its implications for pedagogy
by drawing upon the empirical …

IDENTIFYING THE EFFECTS OF AGE ON SECOND …
Second Language Acquisition (SLA) is a complex process, involving many
interrelated factors. In which, age effects in SLA are often construed as
evidence for a maturationally based critical …

DOES AGE AFFECT SECOND LANGUAGE ACQUISITION?
it, language acquisition is a fairly drawn-out process. When a child learns
his/her first language or mother tongue, a process known as language
acquisition occurs in his brain (Rani, 2015). One …

THE ROLE OF AGE IN SECOND LANGUAGE ACQUISITION
The role of age in L2 acquisition is increasing attracting researchers’
interests since Lenneberg’s (1967) Critical Period Hypothesis on language
learning was proposed, as it helps to explain how …

Age And Language Acquisition Psychology Definition
Age And Language Acquisition Psychology Definition: Language Acquisition and
Conceptual Development Melissa Bowerman,Stephen C. Levinson,2001-01-11
Leading scholars examine the …

Language Development and Age - Cambridge University …
In this book Herschensohn examines whether early childhood is a critical
period for language acquisition after which individuals cannot learn a
language as native speakers. She argues that a …

Age and Second Language Acquisition and Processing: A
Researchers have explored several biographical variables that might be
predictive of L2A outcomes. Age of acquisition (AoA) is understood as the age
at which learners are immersed in the L2 …

The structure of age: in search of barriers to second …
Two small-scale studies are described which attempt to explore some of these
issues. In both cases, it is found that the correspondence between language
structures in the first and second …



Optimal Age for Second Language Acquisition
identify age-related variations in second language acquisition with the
intention of informing educational policy and practice. Regardless of the
orientation, learners’ age is gaining immense …

Age as an Affective Factor in Second Language …
Age is one of the most important affective factors in Second Language
Acquisition (SLA). There is some consensus among SLA researchers that age as
an affective factor that brings about …

Age of Acquisition: Its Neural and Computational …
In this review, we approach these questions broadly and consider general
computational and neural principles that may contribute to AoA effects in
both linguistic and nonlinguistic domains. What Is …

AGE AND ITS INFLUENCE ON SECOND LANGUAGE …
The purpose of this paper is to point out some of the major psychological,
social and linguistic theories which have governed the field of Second
Language Acquisition. The paper also …

A Literature-Based Approach on Age Factors in Second …
Age is an essential factor in Second Language Acquisition (SLA), impacting
the success of students and instructional methods. The purpose of this study
is to examine the age factor in SLA by …

Second Language Acquisition and the Critical Period …
Our approach, however, is to offer data that challenge the interpretation
that the effects are caused by age by identifying areas in which empirical
results contradict predictions from the critical …

Age And Language Acquisition Psychology Definition
The field of age and language acquisition psychology definition encompasses
the study of how age influences the process of learning and acquiring a
language. It’s not simply about the speed of …

1 Just in time: is there a critical period for language acquisition?
Proponents of a critical period for language acquisition have proposed
several ages as the threshold of the sensitive age for second language
learning: six years (Long 1990) or younger, puberty …

On how age affects foreign language learning - auth
Learners’ age has been identified by researchers – no matter whether their
particular orientation is theoretical or applied – as one of the crucial
issues in the area of second language (L2) acquisition.

Age Effects in Second Language Acquisition : Overview
In this review article, previous studies regarding age and language
acquisition are examined, and the ways in which age may affect the process of
acquiring a second language are discussed.

Disentangling the roles of age and knowledge in early …
Exploring language acquisition in this population allows us to determine
which aspects of the acquisition trajectory are linked to cognitive
development and maturation and which aspects …

First Language Acquisition: Psychological Considerations …
Abstract—This article aims to provide an overview of major theoretical
approaches and psychological considerations related to child language (first
language acquisition).



The Age Factor on Second Language Acquisition and Its …
Abstract—This study investigates the effects of Age of Onset of Acquisition
(AOA) on Second Language Acquisition (SLA) and its implications for pedagogy
by drawing upon the empirical …

IDENTIFYING THE EFFECTS OF AGE ON SECOND …
Second Language Acquisition (SLA) is a complex process, involving many
interrelated factors. In which, age effects in SLA are often construed as
evidence for a maturationally based critical …

DOES AGE AFFECT SECOND LANGUAGE ACQUISITION? A …
it, language acquisition is a fairly drawn-out process. When a child learns
his/her first language or mother tongue, a process known as language
acquisition occurs in his brain (Rani, 2015). One …

Age And Language Acquisition Psychology Definition

Age And Language Acquisition Psychology Definition
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