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Abstract: This article explores the often-overlooked history of Afro-Latinos, examining key "afro latino
history facts" that highlight their significant contributions and enduring struggles. It delves into the
complex interplay of African, Indigenous, and European influences shaping their cultural identity,
addresses the systemic challenges they faced and continue to face, and celebrates their remarkable
resilience and ongoing pursuit of social justice.

The Untold Story: Unveiling Afro Latino History Facts

The narrative of Latin America often centers on European colonization and Indigenous populations,
leaving a critical piece of the historical puzzle missing: the profound and enduring impact of Africans
and their descendants. Understanding "afro latino history facts" is crucial to achieving a complete and
accurate understanding of the region's history, culture, and social dynamics. The transatlantic slave
trade forcibly transported millions of Africans to the Americas, profoundly altering the demographic
landscape and social structures of what would become Latin America. These enslaved people, brought
primarily to Brazil, Cuba, the Dominican Republic, Colombia, and other nations, brought with them
their languages, religions, and cultural practices, which, despite brutal attempts at suppression,
deeply influenced the development of Latin American societies.

The Legacy of Resistance: Afro Latino History Facts in the
Struggle for Freedom

The history of Afro-Latinos is not merely a story of suffering; it is also a powerful testament to
resilience and resistance. From slave rebellions and maroon communities to the fight for civil rights
and equality in the 20th and 21st centuries, Afro-Latinos have continuously challenged oppressive
systems and fought for their liberation. Understanding "afro latino history facts" regarding these
struggles reveals the unwavering determination to overcome systemic racism and discrimination. The
Palmares Republic in Brazil, a free quilombo (a runaway slave community) that existed for nearly a
century, stands as a potent symbol of this resistance. Similarly, the countless acts of individual and



collective defiance, often shrouded in secrecy, represent a vital part of "afro latino history facts" that
demand further exploration and recognition.

Cultural Contributions: The Rich Tapestry of Afro Latino
History Facts

The contributions of Afro-Latinos to the arts, music, literature, and religion are undeniable. From the
rhythms of cumbia and samba to the vibrant colors of Afro-Caribbean art, their cultural imprint is
woven into the fabric of Latin American society. Exploring "afro latino history facts" regarding these
cultural contributions unveils a rich legacy of innovation and creativity born from resilience and
adaptation. The influence of Afro-Brazilian music on global rhythms, for example, is immeasurable,
showcasing the enduring power of cultural preservation and transformation.

Challenges and Opportunities: Contemporary Afro Latino
History Facts

Despite significant progress, Afro-Latinos continue to face significant challenges. Systemic racism,
socioeconomic inequality, and discrimination in areas such as education, healthcare, and employment
remain pervasive issues. Understanding the contemporary realities of Afro-Latinos requires analyzing
"afro latino history facts" within the context of ongoing struggles for social justice and equality.
However, alongside these challenges, there are significant opportunities. The growing visibility and
activism of Afro-Latino communities are driving positive changes, fostering greater awareness, and
promoting inclusivity.

The Importance of Continued Research and Education: Afro
Latino History Facts

The study of "afro latino history facts" is not merely an academic pursuit; it is essential for building a
more just and equitable society. By acknowledging and celebrating the contributions of Afro-Latinos,
we can foster a more accurate and complete understanding of Latin American history and culture.
Continued research, education, and public discourse are vital to ensuring that their stories are heard,
their struggles are recognized, and their contributions are celebrated. The continued unveiling of
previously unknown "afro latino history facts" is crucial to shaping a more equitable future.

Conclusion:

The study of "afro latino history facts" reveals a complex and multifaceted narrative of resilience,
resistance, and cultural richness. It is a story that has long been marginalized, but its significance is
undeniable. By acknowledging and amplifying these voices, we can work towards a more just and
equitable future for all.

FAQs:

What is the difference between Afro-Latino and Black Latinx? While often used interchangeably,1.



"Afro-Latino" emphasizes ancestry and origins, while "Black Latinx" encompasses identity and
cultural experience. Both terms refer to people of African descent in Latin America.

Where can I find more information on Afro-Latino history? Numerous academic journals, books,1.
documentaries, and online resources are dedicated to this topic. Start by searching for scholars
and organizations specializing in Afro-Latino studies.

What are some key events in Afro-Latino history? Key events include slave rebellions, the1.
establishment of quilombos, the fight for civil rights in various Latin American countries, and the
ongoing struggle for social justice.

How has Afro-Latino culture influenced Latin American society? Afro-Latino culture has deeply1.
influenced music, dance, religion, cuisine, and artistic expression across Latin America.

What are some common challenges faced by Afro-Latinos today? Challenges include systemic1.
racism, socioeconomic inequality, discrimination in employment, housing, and healthcare, and
lack of representation in political and social spheres.

What role has Afro-Latino activism played in promoting social change? Afro-Latino activism has1.
been crucial in raising awareness, advocating for policy changes, and demanding social justice
and equality.

How can I support Afro-Latino communities? Supporting Afro-Latino communities can involve1.
educating yourself, engaging with their art and culture, supporting Afro-Latino-owned
businesses, and advocating for policies that promote social justice and equality.

Are there significant differences in the Afro-Latino experience across various Latin American1.
countries? Yes, the Afro-Latino experience varies significantly based on historical context,
cultural influences, and the specific socio-political dynamics of each country.



What are some resources for learning more about specific Afro-Latino communities? Numerous1.
books, articles, and documentaries focus on specific Afro-Latino communities in countries like
Brazil, Cuba, the Dominican Republic, and Colombia, providing deeper insights into their unique
experiences.

Related Articles:

"The Palmares Republic: A Symbol of Afro-Brazilian Resistance": Explores the history and1.
significance of the Palmares quilombo.

"Afro-Cuban Music and its Global Influence": Analyzes the impact of Afro-Cuban musical1.
traditions on world music.

"The Role of Afro-Latinos in the Cuban Revolution": Examines the participation of Afro-Cubans in1.
the Cuban Revolution and its aftermath.

"Socioeconomic Inequality and Afro-Latinos in Brazil": Focuses on the persistent challenges of1.
socioeconomic disparities faced by Afro-Brazilians.

"Afro-Latino Representation in Contemporary Latin American Cinema": Analyzes the portrayal of1.
Afro-Latinos in recent Latin American films.

"The Afro-Caribbean Diaspora and its Impact on the United States": Explores the migration1.
patterns and cultural contributions of Afro-Caribbeans to the United States.

"Afro-Latino Literature: Voices of Resistance and Resilience": Showcases prominent works of1.
literature by Afro-Latino authors.



"The Struggle for Land Rights Among Afro-Latino Communities in Colombia": Examines land1.
ownership and access issues affecting Afro-Colombian communities.

"Afro-Latino Activism and the Fight for Social Justice in the 21st Century": Highlights1.
contemporary Afro-Latino movements and their impact on social change.

Publisher: Oxford University Press – A renowned academic publisher with a long history of publishing
high-quality scholarly work in history and related fields.

Editor: Professor David Hernandez, PhD in History, Columbia University. Professor Hernandez is an
expert in 20th and 21st century Latin American history with a focus on race, class, and social
movements.

  afro latino history facts: Afro-Latino Voices Kathryn Joy McKnight, Leo J. Garofalo, 2009-11-15
A landmark scholarly achievement . . . With judicious commentary by several of the leading experts
in the field, this book dramatically expands the canon of texts used to study the black Atlantic and
the African diaspora, and captures the tenor of the 'black voice' as it collectively engaged the power
of colonial institutions. In no uncertain terms, Afro-Latino Voices will prove to be a remarkable
pedagogical tool and an influential resource, inspiring deeper comparative work on the African
diaspora. --Ben Vinson III, Center for Africana Studies, Johns Hopkins University
  afro latino history facts: Drown Junot Díaz, 1997-07-01 From the beloved and award-winning
author Junot Díaz, a spellbinding saga of a family’s journey through the New World. A coming-of-age
story of unparalleled power, Drown introduced the world to Junot Díaz's exhilarating talents. It also
introduced an unforgettable narrator— Yunior, the haunted, brilliant young man who tracks his
family’s precarious journey from the barrios of Santo Domingo to the tenements of industrial New
Jersey, and their epic passage from hope to loss to something like love. Here is the soulful,
unsparing book that made Díaz a literary sensation.
  afro latino history facts: Black in Latin America Henry Louis Gates, Jr., 2012-08-01 12.5
million Africans were shipped to the New World during the Middle Passage. While just over 11.0
million survived the arduous journey, only about 450,000 of them arrived in the United States. The
rest-over ten and a half million-were taken to the Caribbean and Latin America. This astonishing fact
changes our entire picture of the history of slavery in the Western hemisphere, and of its lasting
cultural impact. These millions of Africans created new and vibrant cultures, magnificently
compelling syntheses of various African, English, French, Portuguese, and Spanish influences.
Despite their great numbers, the cultural and social worlds that they created remain largely
unknown to most Americans, except for certain popular, cross-over musical forms. So Henry Louis
Gates, Jr. set out on a quest to discover how Latin Americans of African descent live now, and how
the countries of their acknowledge-or deny-their African past; how the fact of race and African
ancestry play themselves out in the multicultural worlds of the Caribbean and Latin America.
Starting with the slave experience and extending to the present, Gates unveils the history of the
African presence in six Latin American countries-Brazil, Cuba, the Dominican Republic, Haiti,
Mexico, and Peru-through art, music, cuisine, dance, politics, and religion, but also the very palpable
presence of anti-black racism that has sometimes sought to keep the black cultural presence from



view.
  afro latino history facts: Diasporic Blackness Vanessa K. Valdés, 2017-03-15 Examines the
life of Arturo Alfonso Schomburg through the lens of both Blackness and latinidad. A Black Puerto
Rican�born scholar, Arturo Alfonso Schomburg (1874�1938) was a well-known collector and
archivist whose personal library was the basis of the Schomburg Center for Research in Black
Culture at the New York Public Library. He was an autodidact who matched wits with
university-educated men and women, as well as a prominent Freemason, a writer, and an
institution-builder. While he spent much of his life in New York City, Schomburg was intimately
involved in the cause of Cuban and Puerto Rican independence. In the aftermath of the
Spanish-Cuban-American War of 1898, he would go on to cofound the Negro Society for Historical
Research and lead the American Negro Academy, all the while collecting and assembling books,
prints, pamphlets, articles, and other ephemera produced by Black men and women from across the
Americas and Europe. His curated library collection at the New York Public Library emphasized the
presence of African peoples and their descendants throughout the Americas and would serve as an
indispensable resource for the luminaries of the Harlem Renaissance, including Langston Hughes
and Zora Neale Hurston. By offering a sustained look at the life of one of the most important figures
of early twentieth-century New York City, this first book-length examination of Schomburg�s life
suggests new ways of understanding the intersections of both Blackness and latinidad.
  afro latino history facts: Women Warriors of the Afro-Latina Diaspora Marta Moreno
Vega, Marinieves Alba, Yvette Modestin, 2012-04-30 Hers is one of eleven essays and four poems
included in this volume in which Latina women of African descent share their stories. The authors
included are from all over Latin America-Brazil, the Dominican Republic, Haiti, Panama, Puerto Rico,
Venezuela-and the United States. They write about the African diaspora and issues such as
colonialism, oppression and disenfranchisement. Diva Moreira, a Brazilian, writes that she
experienced racism and humiliation at a very young age. The worst experience, she remembers, was
her mother's bosses' conviction that Diva didn't need to go to school after the fourth grade, because
blacks don't need to study more than that.
  afro latino history facts: Racial Innocence Tanya Katerí Hernández, 2022-08-23 “Profound and
revelatory, Racial Innocence tackles head-on the insidious grip of white supremacy on our
communities and how we all might free ourselves from its predation. Tanya Katerí Hernández is
fearless and brilliant . . . What fire!”—Junot Díaz The first comprehensive book about anti-Black bias
in the Latino community that unpacks the misconception that Latinos are “exempt” from racism due
to their ethnicity and multicultural background Racial Innocence will challenge what you thought
about racism and bias and demonstrate that it’s possible for a historically marginalized group to
experience discrimination and also be discriminatory. Racism is deeply complex, and law professor
and comparative race relations expert Tanya Katerí Hernández exposes “the Latino racial innocence
cloak” that often veils Latino complicity in racism. As Latinos are the second-largest ethnic group in
the US, this revelation is critical to dismantling systemic racism. Basing her work on interviews,
discrimination case files, and civil rights law, Hernández reveals Latino anti-Black bias in the
workplace, the housing market, schools, places of recreation, the criminal justice system, and Latino
families. By focusing on racism perpetrated by communities outside those of White non-Latino
people, Racial Innocence brings to light the many Afro-Latino and African American victims of
anti-Blackness at the hands of other people of color. Through exploring the interwoven fabric of
discrimination and examining the cause of these issues, we can begin to move toward a more
egalitarian society.
  afro latino history facts: A Kid's Guide to Latino History Valerie Petrillo, 2009-08-01 A Kid's
Guide to Latino History features more than 50 hands-on activities, games, and crafts that explore the
diversity of Latino culture and teach children about the people, experiences, and events that have
shaped Hispanic American history. Kids can: * Fill Mexican cascarones for Easter * Learn to dance
the merengue from the Dominican Republic * Write a short story using &“magical realism&” from
Columbia * Build Afro-Cuban Bongos * Create a vejigante mask from Puerto Rico * Make



Guatemalan worry dolls * Play Loteria, or Mexican bingo, and learn a little Spanish * And much more
Did you know that the first immigrants to live in America were not the English settlers in Jamestown
or the Pilgrims in Plymouth, but the Spanish? They built the first permanent American settlement in
St. Augustine, Florida, in 1565. The long and colorful history of Latinos in America comes alive
through learning about the missions and early settlements in Florida, New Mexico, Arizona, and
California; exploring the Santa Fe Trail; discovering how the Mexican-American War resulted in the
Southwest becoming part of the United States; and seeing how recent immigrants from Central and
South America bring their heritage to cities like New York and Chicago. Latinos have transformed
American culture and kids will be inspired by Latino authors, artists, athletes, activists, and others
who have made significant contributions to American history.
  afro latino history facts: Finding Latinx Paola Ramos, 2020-10-20 Latinos across the United
States are redefining identities, pushing boundaries, and awakening politically in powerful and
surprising ways. Many—Afrolatino, indigenous, Muslim, queer and undocumented, living in large
cities and small towns—are voices who have been chronically overlooked in how the diverse
population of almost sixty million Latinos in the U.S. has been represented. No longer. In this
empowering cross-country travelogue, journalist and activist Paola Ramos embarks on a journey to
find the communities of people defining the controversial term, “Latinx.” She introduces us to the
indigenous Oaxacans who rebuilt the main street in a post-industrial town in upstate New York, the
“Las Poderosas” who fight for reproductive rights in Texas, the musicians in Milwaukee whose beats
reassure others of their belonging, as well as drag queens, environmental activists, farmworkers,
and the migrants detained at our border. Drawing on intensive field research as well as her own
personal story, Ramos chronicles how “Latinx” has given rise to a sense of collectivity and solidarity
among Latinos unseen in this country for decades. A vital and inspiring work of reportage, Finding
Latinx calls on all of us to expand our understanding of what it means to be Latino and what it
means to be American. The first step towards change, writes Ramos, is for us to recognize who we
are.
  afro latino history facts: An African American and Latinx History of the United States
Paul Ortiz, 2018-01-30 An intersectional history of the shared struggle for African American and
Latinx civil rights Spanning more than two hundred years, An African American and Latinx History
of the United States is a revolutionary, politically charged narrative history, arguing that the “Global
South” was crucial to the development of America as we know it. Scholar and activist Paul Ortiz
challenges the notion of westward progress as exalted by widely taught formulations like “manifest
destiny” and “Jacksonian democracy,” and shows how placing African American, Latinx, and
Indigenous voices unapologetically front and center transforms US history into one of the working
class organizing against imperialism. Drawing on rich narratives and primary source documents,
Ortiz links racial segregation in the Southwest and the rise and violent fall of a powerful tradition of
Mexican labor organizing in the twentieth century, to May 1, 2006, known as International Workers’
Day, when migrant laborers—Chicana/os, Afrocubanos, and immigrants from every continent on
earth—united in resistance on the first “Day Without Immigrants.” As African American civil rights
activists fought Jim Crow laws and Mexican labor organizers warred against the suffocating grip of
capitalism, Black and Spanish-language newspapers, abolitionists, and Latin American
revolutionaries coalesced around movements built between people from the United States and
people from Central America and the Caribbean. In stark contrast to the resurgence of “America
First” rhetoric, Black and Latinx intellectuals and organizers today have historically urged the
United States to build bridges of solidarity with the nations of the Americas. Incisive and timely, this
bottom-up history, told from the interconnected vantage points of Latinx and African Americans,
reveals the radically different ways that people of the diaspora have addressed issues still plaguing
the United States today, and it offers a way forward in the continued struggle for universal civil
rights. 2018 Winner of the PEN Oakland/Josephine Miles Literary Award
  afro latino history facts: Antiracism in Cuba Devyn Spence Benson, 2016-04-05 Analyzing
the ideology and rhetoric around race in Cuba and south Florida during the early years of the Cuban



revolution, Devyn Spence Benson argues that ideas, stereotypes, and discriminatory practices
relating to racial difference persisted despite major efforts by the Cuban state to generate social
equality. Drawing on Cuban and U.S. archival materials and face-to-face interviews, Benson
examines 1960s government programs and campaigns against discrimination, showing how such
programs frequently negated their efforts by reproducing racist images and idioms in revolutionary
propaganda, cartoons, and school materials. Building on nineteenth-century discourses that
imagined Cuba as a raceless space, revolutionary leaders embraced a narrow definition of blackness,
often seeming to suggest that Afro-Cubans had to discard their blackness to join the revolution. This
was and remains a false dichotomy for many Cubans of color, Benson demonstrates. While some
Afro-Cubans agreed with the revolution's sentiments about racial transcendence--not blacks, not
whites, only Cubans--others found ways to use state rhetoric to demand additional reforms. Still
others, finding a revolution that disavowed blackness unsettling and paternalistic, fought to insert
black history and African culture into revolutionary nationalisms. Despite such efforts by
Afro-Cubans and radical government-sponsored integration programs, racism has persisted
throughout the revolution in subtle but lasting ways.
  afro latino history facts: How the Garcia Girls Lost Their Accents Julia Alvarez, 2010-01-12
From the international bestselling author of In the Time of the Butterflies and Afterlife, How the
Garcia Girls Lost Their Accents is poignant...powerful... Beautifully captures the threshold
experience of the new immigrant, where the past is not yet a memory. (The New York Times Book
Review) Julia Alvarez’s new novel, The Cemetery of Untold Stories, is coming April 2, 2024.
Pre-order now! Acclaimed writer Julia Alvarez’s beloved first novel gives voice to four sisters as they
grow up in two cultures. The García sisters—Carla, Sandra, Yolanda, and Sofía—and their family
must flee their home in the Dominican Republic after their father’s role in an attempt to overthrow
brutal dictator Rafael Trujillo is discovered. They arrive in New York City in 1960 to a life far
removed from their existence in the Caribbean. In the wondrous but not always welcoming U.S.A.,
their parents try to hold on to their old ways as the girls try find new lives: by straightening their
hair and wearing American fashions, and by forgetting their Spanish. For them, it is at once
liberating and excruciating to be caught between the old world and the new. Here they tell their
stories about being at home—and not at home—in America. Alvarez helped blaze the trail for Latina
authors to break into the literary mainstream, with novels like In the Time of the Butterflies and
How the García Girls Lost Their Accents winning praise from critics and gracing best-seller lists
across the Americas.—Francisco Cantú, The New York Times Book Review A clear-eyed look at the
insecurity and yearning for a sense of belonging that are a part of the immigrant experience . . .
Movingly told. —The Washington Post Book World
  afro latino history facts: The Borders of Dominicanidad Lorgia García Peña, 2016-10-13 In
The Borders of Dominicanidad Lorgia García-Peña explores the ways official narratives and histories
have been projected onto racialized Dominican bodies as a means of sustaining the nation's borders.
García-Peña constructs a genealogy of dominicanidad that highlights how Afro-Dominicans, ethnic
Haitians, and Dominicans living abroad have contested these dominant narratives and their violent,
silencing, and exclusionary effects. Centering the role of U.S. imperialism in drawing racial borders
between Haiti, the Dominican Republic, and the United States, she analyzes musical, visual, artistic,
and literary representations of foundational moments in the history of the Dominican Republic: the
murder of three girls and their father in 1822; the criminalization of Afro-religious practice during
the U.S. occupation between 1916 and 1924; the massacre of more than 20,000 people on the
Dominican-Haitian border in 1937; and the 2010 earthquake in Haiti. García-Peña also considers the
contemporary emergence of a broader Dominican consciousness among artists and intellectuals that
offers alternative perspectives to questions of identity as well as the means to make audible the
voices of long-silenced Dominicans.
  afro latino history facts: The Latinos of Asia Anthony Christian Ocampo, 2016-03-02 This “
groundbreaking book . . . is essential reading not only for the Filipino diaspora but for anyone who
cares about the mysteries of racial identity” (Jose Antonio Vargas, Pulitzer Prize–winning journalist).



Is race only about the color of your skin? In The Latinos of Asia, Anthony Christian Ocampo shows
that what “color” you are depends largely on your social context. Filipino Americans, for example,
helped establish the Asian American movement and are classified by the US Census as Asian. But
the legacy of Spanish colonialism in the Philippines means that they share many cultural
characteristics with Latinos, such as last names, religion, and language. Thus, Filipinos’ “color”
—their sense of connection with other racial groups—changes depending on their social context. The
Filipino story demonstrates how immigration is changing the way people negotiate race, particularly
in cities like Los Angeles where Latinos and Asians now constitute a collective majority. Amplifying
their voices, Ocampo illustrates how second-generation Filipino Americans’ racial identities change
depending on the communities they grow up in, the schools they attend, and the people they
befriend. Ultimately, The Latinos of Asia offers a window into both the racial consciousness of
everyday people and the changing racial landscape of American society.
  afro latino history facts: Afro-Latin America, 1800-2000 George Reid Andrews, 2004-07-15
Covering the last two hundred years, and including Spanish America, Brazil, and the Caribbean, this
book examines how African-descended people made their way out of slavery and into freedom, and
how, once free, they helped build social and political democracy in the region.
  afro latino history facts: Building a Latino Civil Rights Movement Sonia Song-Ha Lee,
2014-05-26 In the first book-length history of Puerto Rican civil rights in New York City, Sonia Lee
traces the rise and fall of an uneasy coalition between Puerto Rican and African American activists
from the 1950s through the 1970s. Previous work has tended to see blacks and Latinos as either
naturally unified as people of color or irreconcilably at odds as two competing minorities. Lee
demonstrates instead that Puerto Ricans and African Americans in New York City shaped the
complex and shifting meanings of Puerto Rican-ness and blackness through political activism.
African American and Puerto Rican New Yorkers came to see themselves as minorities joined in the
civil rights struggle, the War on Poverty, and the Black Power movement--until white backlash and
internal class divisions helped break the coalition, remaking Hispanicity as an ethnic identity that
was mutually exclusive from blackness. Drawing on extensive archival research and oral history
interviews, Lee vividly portrays this crucial chapter in postwar New York, revealing the permeability
of boundaries between African American and Puerto Rican communities.
  afro latino history facts: The Legacy of Vicente Guerrero Theodore G. Vincent, 2001 A book
that must be read by all Americans who desire a more critical understanding of the historical
contributions that Africans made beyond the borders of the United States. It dramatically captures a
history that has long been neglected by historians of the Mexican Revolution of 1810. . . . An
important contribution that links the common histories of African and Latino Americans.--Carlos
Muñoz, Jr., University of California, Berkeley Elected the first black Indian president of Mexico in
1829, Vicente Guerrero has been called the country's Washington and Lincoln. This revisionist
biography of one of Mexico's most important historical figures--the person who issued the decree
abolishing slavery--traces the impact of race and ethnicity on Mexico's national identity. An activist
from boyhood and a mule driver by trade, Guerrero led a coalition of blacks and indigenous peoples
during the difficult last years of Mexico's war for independence from Spain, 1810-21. In office, he
taxed the rich, protected small businesses, tried to abolish the death penalty, and championed the
village council movement in which peasants elected representatives without qualifications of race,
property ownership, or literacy; he enjoyed signing his correspondence Citizen Guerrero. In 1831 he
was kidnapped and killed by his political opponents. This book also tells the story of seven
generations of Guerrero's activist descendants, including his grandson Vicente Riva Palacio, the
historian whose well-known writings elaborate on the ideals of a multiracial and democratic nation.
Still in print today, his novels, essays, and five-volume national history are used here to help explain
the factors that made the region of El Sur a center for political radicals from 1810 up to the
revolution of 1910. For all readers interested in issues of diversity, this book will illuminate the
evolving and distinct interactions of Indians, whites, and the descendants of the 250,000 Africans
and 100,000 Asians brought to colonial Mexico. Theodore G. Vincent, a retired history instructor



from the University of California, Berkeley, is a former newspaper columnist for the Los Angeles
Herald Dispatch. He is the author of four books, most recently Keep Cool: The Black Activists Who
Built the Jazz Age, and has published many articles on Afro-Mexico.
  afro latino history facts: Racial Migrations Jesse Hoffnung-Garskof, 2019-05-07 The gripping
history of Afro-Latino migrants who conspired to overthrow a colonial monarchy, end slavery, and
secure full citizenship in their homelands In the late nineteenth century, a small group of Cubans
and Puerto Ricans of African descent settled in the segregated tenements of New York City. At an
immigrant educational society in Greenwich Village, these early Afro-Latino New Yorkers taught
themselves to be poets, journalists, and revolutionaries. At the same time, these
individuals—including Rafael Serra, a cigar maker, writer, and politician; Sotero Figueroa, a
typesetter, editor, and publisher; and Gertrudis Heredia, one of the first women of African descent to
study midwifery at the University of Havana—built a political network and articulated an ideal of
revolutionary nationalism centered on the projects of racial and social justice. These efforts were
critical to the poet and diplomat José Martí’s writings about race and his bid for leadership among
Cuban exiles, and to the later struggle to create space for black political participation in the Cuban
Republic. In Racial Migrations, Jesse Hoffnung-Garskof presents a vivid portrait of these largely
forgotten migrant revolutionaries, weaving together their experiences of migrating while black, their
relationships with African American civil rights leaders, and their evolving participation in
nationalist political movements. By placing Afro-Latino New Yorkers at the center of the story,
Hoffnung-Garskof offers a new interpretation of the revolutionary politics of the Spanish Caribbean,
including the idea that Cuba could become a nation without racial divisions. A model of transnational
and comparative research, Racial Migrations reveals the complexities of race-making within migrant
communities and the power of small groups of immigrants to transform their home societies.
  afro latino history facts: ¡Manteca! Melissa Castillo-Garsow, Melissa Castillo Planas, 2017 We
defy translation, Sandra María Esteves writes. Nameless/we are a whole culture/once removed. She
is half Dominican, half Puerto Rican, with indigenous and African blood, born in the Bronx. Like so
many of the contributors, she is a blend of cultures, histories and languages. Containing the work of
more than 40 poets--equally divided between men and women--who self-identify as Afro-Latino,
¡Manteca! is the first poetry anthology to highlight writings by Latinos of African descent. The
themes covered are as diverse as the authors themselves. Many pieces rail against a system that
institutionalizes poverty and racism. Others remember parents and grandparents who immigrated to
the United States in search of a better life, only to learn that the American Dream is a nightmare for
someone with dark skin and nappy hair. But in spite of the darkness, faith remains. Anthony
Morales' grandmother, like so many others, was hardwired to hold on to hope. There are love poems
to family and lovers. And music--salsa, merengue, jazz--permeates this collection.Editor and scholar
Melissa Castillo-Garsow writes in her introduction that the experiences and poetic expression of
Afro-Latinidad were so diverse that she could not begin to categorize it. Some write in English,
others in Spanish. They are Puerto Rican, Dominican and almost every combination conceivable,
including Afro-Mexican. Containing the work of well-known writers such as Pedro Pietri, Miguel
Piñero and E. Ethelbert Miller, less well-known ones are ready to be discovered in these pages.
  afro latino history facts: Afro-Latin American Studies Alejandro de la Fuente, George Reid
Andrews, 2018-04-26 Alejandro de la Fuente and George Reid Andrews offer the first systematic,
book-length survey of humanities and social science scholarship on the exciting field of Afro-Latin
American studies. Organized by topic, these essays synthesize and present the current state of
knowledge on a broad variety of topics, including Afro-Latin American music, religions, literature,
art history, political thought, social movements, legal history, environmental history, and ideologies
of racial inclusion. This volume connects the region's long history of slavery to the major political,
social, cultural, and economic developments of the last two centuries. Written by leading scholars in
each of those topics, the volume provides an introduction to the field of Afro-Latin American studies
that is not available from any other source and reflects the disciplinary and thematic richness of this
emerging field.



  afro latino history facts: Afro-Colombian Hip-hop Christopher Dennis, 2012 Afro-Colombian
Hip-Hop: Globalization, Transcultural Music, and Ethnic Identities, by Christopher Dennis, explores
the impact that globalization and the transnational spread of U.S. popular culture--specifically
hip-hop and rap--are having on the social identities of younger generations of black Colombians.
Along with addressing why and how hip-hop has migrated so effectively to Colombia's black
communities, Dennis introduces readers to some of the country's most renowned Afro-Colombian
hip-hop artists, their musical innovations, and production and distribution practices. Above all,
Dennis demonstrates how, through a mode of transculturation, today's young artists are
transforming U.S. hip-hop into a more autonomous art form used for articulating oppositional social
and political critiques, reworking ethnic identities, and actively contributing to the reimagining of
the Colombian nation. Afro-Colombian Hip-Hop uncovers ways in which young Afro-Colombian
performers are attempting to use hip-hop and digital media to bring the perspectives, histories, and
expressive forms of their marginalized communities into national and international public
consciousness.
  afro latino history facts: Bad Hair Does Not Exist! Sulma Arzu-Brown, 2014-08-23 Bad Hair
Does Not Exists is a tool of empowerment for all little girls who are black, afro-descendent,
afro-Latinas, and Garifuna. It's to enhance the confidence of girls who are beautiful, intelligent,
savvy, witty, and have extraordinary hair. The book is intended to teach little girls how to define and
describe their hair so that they don't identify with the term bad hair. It gives you cool illustrations of
gorgeous girls with examples of each type of hair. The book serves to educate and calls for all of us
to work as equal partners to build our girls up by using proper terminology to describe their hair
because it is directly linked to their essence.
  afro latino history facts: The Afro-Latin@ Experience in Contemporary American
Literature and Culture Jill Toliver Richardson, 2016-09-21 This book examines contemporary
Afro-Latin@ literature and its depiction of the multifaceted identity encompassing the separate
identifications of Americans and the often-conflicting identities of blacks and Latin@s. The
Afro-Latin@ Experience in Contemporary American Literature and Culture highlights the writers’
aims to define Afro-Latin@ identity, to rewrite historical narratives so that they include the
Afro-Latin@ experience and to depict the search for belonging. Their writing examines the
Afro-Latin@ encounter with race within the US and exposes the trauma resulting from the historical
violence of colonialism and slavery.
  afro latino history facts: The Hispanic Republican Geraldo L. Cadava, 2020-05-26 An
illuminating and thought-provoking history of the growth of Hispanic American Republican voters in
the past half century and their surprising impact on US politics, updated with new material
reflecting on the 2020 election In the lead-up to every election cycle, pundits predict that Latino
Americans will overwhelmingly vote in favor of the Democratic candidate. And it’s true—Latino
voters do tilt Democratic. Hillary Clinton won the Latino vote in a “landslide,” Barack Obama
“crushed” Mitt Romney among Latino voters in his reelection, and, four years earlier, the
Democratic ticket beat the McCain-Palin ticket by a margin of more than two to one. But those
numbers belie a more complicated picture. Because of decades of investment and political courtship,
as well as a nuanced and varied cultural identity, the Republican party has had a much longer and
stronger bond with Hispanics. How is this possible for a party so associated with draconian
immigration and racial policies? In The Hispanic Republican, historian and political commentator
Geraldo Cadava illuminates the history of the millions of Hispanic Republicans who, since the 1960s,
have had a significant impact on national politics. Intertwining the little understood history of
Hispanic Americans with a cultural study of how post–World War II Republican politicians actively
courted the Hispanic vote during the Cold War (especially Cuban émigrés) and during periods of
major strife in Central America (especially during Iran-Contra), Cadava offers insight into the
complicated dynamic between Latino liberalism and conservatism, which, when studied together,
shine a crucial light on a rapidly changing demographic that will impact American elections for
years to come.



  afro latino history facts: Decade of Betrayal Francisco E. Balderrama, Raymond Rodríguez,
2006-05-31 During the Great Depression, a sense of total despair plagued the United States.
Americans sought a convenient scapegoat and found it in the Mexican community. Laws forbidding
employment of Mexicans were accompanied by the hue and cry to get rid of the Mexicans! The
hysteria led pandemic repatriation drives and one million Mexicans and their children were illegally
shipped to Mexico. Despite their horrific treatment and traumatic experiences, the American born
children never gave up hope of returning to the United States. Upon attaining legal age, they
badgered their parents to let them return home. Repatriation survivors who came back worked
diligently to get their lives back together. Due to their sense of shame, few of them ever told their
children about their tragic ordeal. Decade of Betrayal recounts the injustice and suffering endured
by the Mexican community during the 1930s. It focuses on the experiences of individuals forced to
undergo the tragic ordeal of betrayal, deprivation, and adjustment. This revised edition also
addresses the inclusion of the event in the educational curriculum, the issuance of a formal apology,
and the question of fiscal remuneration. Francisco Balderrama and Raymond Rodríguez, the authors
of Decade of Betrayal, the first expansive study of Mexican repatriation with perspectives from both
sides of the border, claim that 1 million people of Mexican descent were driven from the United
States during the 1930s due to raids, scare tactics, deportation, repatriation and public pressure. Of
that conservative estimate, approximately 60 percent of those leaving were legal American citizens.
Mexicans comprised nearly half of all those deported during the decade, although they made up less
than 1 percent of the country's population. 'Americans, reeling from the economic disorientation of
the depression, sought a convenient scapegoat' Balderrama and Rodríguez wrote. 'They found it in
the Mexican community.'--American History
  afro latino history facts: Yes! We Are Latinos Alma Flor Ada, F. Isabel Campoy, 2016-03-01
Juanita lives in New York and is Mexican. Felipe lives in Chicago and is Panamanian, Venezuelan,
and black. Michiko lives in Los Angeles and is Peruvian and Japanese. Each of them is Latino.
Thirteen young Latinos and Latinas living in America are introduced in this book celebrating the rich
diversity of the Latino and Latina experience in the United States. Free-verse fictional narratives
from the perspective of each youth provide specific stories and circumstances for the reader to
better understand the Latino people’s quest for identity. Each profile is followed by nonfiction prose
that further clarifies the character’s background and history, touching upon important events in the
history of the Latino American people, such as the Spanish Civil War, immigration to the US, and the
internment of Latinos with Japanese ancestry during World War II. Alma Flor Ada and F. Isabel
Campoy’s informational yet heartwarming text provides a resource for young Latino readers to see
themselves, while also encouraging non-Latino children to understand the breadth and depth of the
contributions made by Latinos in the US. Caldecott Medalist David Diaz’s hand-cut illustrations are
bold and striking, perfectly complementing the vibrant stories in the book. YES! WE ARE LATINOS
stands alone in its presentation of the broad spectrum of Latino culture and will appeal to readers of
fiction and nonfiction.
  afro latino history facts: Our America Smithsonian American Art Museum, 2014 Explores how
one group of Latin American artists express their relationship to American art, history and culture.
  afro latino history facts: Afro-Latin@s in Movement Petra R. Rivera-Rideau, Jennifer A.
Jones, Tianna S. Paschel, 2016-06-29 Through a collection of theoretically engaging and empirically
grounded texts, this book examines African-descended populations in Latin America and
Afro-Latin@s in the United States in order to explore questions of black identity and representation,
transnationalism, and diaspora in the Americas.
  afro latino history facts: Atlas of Hispanic-American History George Ochoa, Carter Smith,
2009 Building on its award-winning first edition, Atlas of Hispanic-American History, Revised Edition
chronicles the important cultural, historical, political, and social experiences of Hispanic Americans.
Completely updated and revised, this comprehensive atlas examines Spanish, Native American, and
African influences and how they combine in different ways to form the varied cultures of Hispanic
America. Numerous full-color maps engage readers with easy-to-grasp facts, figures, and images of



everyday life.--BOOK JACKET.
  afro latino history facts: The Haitian Revolution Toussaint L'Ouverture, 2019-11-12 Toussaint
L’Ouverture was the leader of the Haitian Revolution in the late eighteenth century, in which slaves
rebelled against their masters and established the first black republic. In this collection of his
writings and speeches, former Haitian politician Jean-Bertrand Aristide demonstrates L’Ouverture’s
profound contribution to the struggle for equality.
  afro latino history facts: Florynce "Flo" Kennedy Sherie M. Randolph, 2018-02-01 Often
photographed in a cowboy hat with her middle finger held defiantly in the air, Florynce Flo Kennedy
(1916–2000) left a vibrant legacy as a leader of the Black Power and feminist movements. In the first
biography of Kennedy, Sherie M. Randolph traces the life and political influence of this strikingly
bold and controversial radical activist. Rather than simply reacting to the predominantly white
feminist movement, Kennedy brought the lessons of Black Power to white feminism and built bridges
in the struggles against racism and sexism. Randolph narrates Kennedy's progressive upbringing,
her pathbreaking graduation from Columbia Law School, and her long career as a media-savvy
activist, showing how Kennedy rose to founding roles in organizations such as the National Black
Feminist Organization and the National Organization for Women, allying herself with both white and
black activists such as Adam Clayton Powell, H. Rap Brown, Betty Friedan, and Shirley Chisholm.
Making use of an extensive and previously uncollected archive, Randolph demonstrates profound
connections within the histories of the new left, civil rights, Black Power, and feminism, showing
that black feminism was pivotal in shaping postwar U.S. liberation movements.
  afro latino history facts: The Diaspora Strikes Back Juan Flores, 2010-04-02 In TheDiaspora
Strikes Back the eminent ethnic and cultural studies scholar Juan Flores flips the process on its
head: what happens to the home country when it is being constantly fed by emigrants returning from
abroad? He looks at how 'Nuyoricans' (Puerto Rican New Yorkers) have transformed the home
country, introducing hip hop and modern New York culture to the Caribbean island. While he
focuses on New York and Mayaguez (in Puerto Rico), the model is broadly applicable. Indians
introducing contemporary British culture to India; New York Dominicans bringing slices of New York
culture back to the Dominican Republic; Mexicans bringing LA culture (from fast food to heavy
metal) back to Guadalajara and Monterrey. This ongoing process is both massive and global, and
Flores' novel account will command a significant audience across disciplines.
  afro latino history facts: Recovering History, Constructing Race Martha Menchaca,
2002-01-15 “An unprecedented tour de force . . . [A] sweeping historical overview and interpretation
of the racial formation and racial history of Mexican Americans.” —Antonia I. Castañeda, Associate
Professor of History, St. Mary’s University Winner, A Choice Outstanding Academic Book The history
of Mexican Americans is a history of the intermingling of races—Indian, White, and Black. This racial
history underlies a legacy of racial discrimination against Mexican Americans and their Mexican
ancestors that stretches from the Spanish conquest to current battles over ending affirmative action
and other assistance programs for ethnic minorities. Asserting the centrality of race in Mexican
American history, Martha Menchaca here offers the first interpretive racial history of Mexican
Americans, focusing on racial foundations and race relations from preHispanic times to the present.
Menchaca uses the concept of racialization to describe the process through which Spanish, Mexican,
and U.S. authorities constructed racial status hierarchies that marginalized Mexicans of color and
restricted their rights of land ownership. She traces this process from the Spanish colonial period
and the introduction of slavery through racial laws affecting Mexican Americans into the late
twentieth-century. This re-viewing of familiar history through the lens of race recovers Blacks as
important historical actors, links Indians and the mission system in the Southwest to the Mexican
American present, and reveals the legal and illegal means by which Mexican Americans lost their
land grants. “Martha Menchaca has begun an intellectual insurrection by challenging the pristine
aboriginal origins of Mexican Americans as historically inaccurate . . . Menchaca revisits the process
of racial formation in the northern part of Greater Mexico from the Spanish conquest to the
present.” —Hispanic American Historical Review



  afro latino history facts: Down These Mean Streets Piri Thomas, 1991 A linguistic event.
Gutter language, Spanish imagery and personal poetics . . . mingle into a kind of individual
statement that has very much its own sound. --The New York Times Book Review Thirty years ago
Piri Thomas made literary history with this lacerating, lyrical memoir of his coming of age on the
streets of Spanish Harlem. Here was the testament of a born outsider: a Puerto Rican in
English-speaking America; a dark-skinned morenito in a family that refused to acknowledge its
African blood. Here was an unsparing document of Thomas's plunge into the deadly consolations of
drugs, street fighting, and armed robbery--a descent that ended when the twenty-two-year-old Piri
was sent to prison for shooting a cop. As he recounts the journey that took him from adolescence in
El Barrio to a lock-up in Sing Sing to the freedom that comes of self-acceptance, faith, and inner
confidence, Piri Thomas gives us a book that is as exultant as it is harrowing and whose every page
bears the irrepressible rhythm of its author's voice. Thirty years after its first appearance, this
classic of manhood, marginalization, survival, and transcendence is available in an anniversary
edition with a new Introduction by the author.
  afro latino history facts: Afro-Latinos in the U.S. Economy Michelle Holder, Alan A. Aja,
2021-05-18 Afro-Latinos in the U.S. Economy outlines the current position and status of Afro-Latinxs
in the economy of the United States. Very little research has thus far been disseminated in the field
of economics on the contributions of Afro-Latinxs regarding income and wealth, labor market status,
occupational mobility, and educational attainment. On the other hand, cultural studies, literary
criticism, and social science fields have produced more research on Afro-Latinxs; the discipline of
economics is, thus, significantly behind the curve in exploring the economic dimensions of this
group. While the Afro-Latinx community constitutes a comparatively small segment of the U.S.
population, and is often viewed as the nexus between two of the country’s largest minority
groups—African Americans and Latinxs, who comprise 13 percent and 17 percent, respectively, of
the U.S. population—Holder and Aja outline how the group’s unique economic position is different
than non-black Latinxs. Despite possessing higher levels of education relative to the Latinx
community as a whole, U.S. Afro-Latinxs do not experience expected returns in income and earnings,
underscoring the role anti-Blackness plays in everyday life regardless of ancestral origin. The goal of
this book is to provide a foundation in the economic dimensions of Afro-Latinxs in the U.S. which can
be used to both complement and supplement research conducted on this group in other major
disciplines. “
  afro latino history facts: Afro-Latino Voices: Shorter Edition Kathryn Joy McKnight, Leo J.
Garofalo, 2015-08-21 Ideally suited for use in broad, swift-moving surveys of Latin American and
Caribbean history, this abridgment of McKnight and Garofalo's Afro-Latino Voices: Narratives from
the Early Modern Ibero-Atlantic World, 1550-1812 (2009) includes all of the English translations,
introductions, and annotation created for that volume.
  afro latino history facts: Latinitas Juliet Menéndez, 2021-02-23 Dream big with the Latinitas in
Latinitas: Celebrating 40 Big Dreamers. Discover how 40 influential Latinas became the women we
celebrate today! In this collection of short biographies from all over Latin America and across the
United States, Juliet Menéndez explores the first small steps that set the Latinitas off on their
journeys. With gorgeous, hand-painted illustrations, Menéndez shines a spotlight on the power of
childhood dreams. From Supreme Court Justice Sonia Sotomayor to singer Selena Quintanilla to
NASA’s first virtual reality engineer, Evelyn Miralles, this is a book for aspiring artists, scientists,
activists, and more. These women followed their dreams—and just might encourage you to follow
yours! The book features Sor Juana Inés de la Cruz, Juana Azurduy de Padilla, Policarpa
Salavarrieta, Rosa Peña de González, Teresa Carreño, Zelia Nuttall, Antonia Navarro, Matilde
Hidalgo, Gabriela Mistral, Juana de Ibarbourou, Pura Belpré, Gumercinda Páez, Frida Kahlo, Julia de
Burgos, Chavela Vargas, Alicia Alonso, Victoria Santa Cruz, Claribel Alegría, Celia Cruz, Dolores
Huerta, Rita Moreno, Maria Auxiliadora da Silva, Mercedes Sosa, Isabel Allende, Susana Torre, Julia
Alvarez, Sandra Cisneros, Sonia Sotomayor, Rigoberta Menchú Tum, Mercedes Doretti, Sonia Pierre,
Justa Canaviri, Evelyn Miralles, Selena Quintanilla, Berta Cáceres, Serena Auñón, Wanda



Díaz-Merced, Marta Vieira da Silva, Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez, and Laurie Hernandez. Godwin Books
  afro latino history facts: Latino in America Soledad O'Brien, Rose Marie Arce, 2009-10-06 The
definitive tie-in to the CNN documentary series Latino in America, from former top CNN anchor and
special correspondent Soledad O’Brien. Following the smash-hit CNN documentary Black in
America, Latino in America travels to small towns and big cities to illustrate how distinctly Latino
cultures are becoming intricately woven into the broader American identity. As she reports the
evolution of Latino America, Soledad O’Brien explores how tens of millions of Americans with roots
in 21 different countries form a community called “Latino” and recalls her own upbringing and what
she’s learned about being a Latino in America.
  afro latino history facts: The Power of Latino Leadership Juana Bordas, 2013-05-06
Embracing diversity, valuing people, taking action Over 50 million Latinos live in the United States,
and it’s estimated that by 2050 one in three of the US population will be Hispanic. What does it take
to lead such a varied and vibrant people who hail from twenty-two different countries and are a
blend of different races? And what can leaders of all cultures and ethnicities learn from how Latinos
lead? Juana Bordas takes us on a journey to the very heart and soul of Latino leadership. She offers
ten principles that richly illustrate the inclusive, people-oriented, socially responsible, and
life-affirming way Latinos have led their communities. Bordas includes the voices and experiences of
other distinguished Latino leaders and vivid dichos (traditional sayings) that illustrate positive
aspects of the Latino culture. This unprecedented book illustrates powerful and distinctive lessons
that will inform leaders of every background. “America grows more diverse by the day. Leaders want
to understand and motivate those they lead but may feel intimidated by the complex history and
culture of Latinos in America. Juana Bordas has written a handbook for making sense of it all. The
Power of Latino Leadership helps the reader decode the coming America and the changing
workforce.” —Ray Suarez, Senior Correspondent, PBS News Hour, and former host, Talk of the
Nation, NPR “Bordas has mentored generations of young Hispanics throughout her distinguished
career. [Here] she presents a compelling case for how the strengths Hispanics bring to the
table...can infuse new life into leadership development for all of our country’s current and future
leaders.” —Janet Murguía, President, National Council of La Raza “Juana Bordas provides timely
insight into Latino contributions to our nation’s future and why their influence will continue to
increase.” —Arturo Vargas, Executive Director, National Association of Latino Elected and
Appointed Officials “To develop a deeper appreciation for the countless contributions the Latino
community is making to America’s multicultural leadership journey, read this book!” —Ken
Blanchard, coauthor of The One Minute Manager and Great Leaders Grow
  afro latino history facts: Changó, the Biggest Badass Manuel Zapata Olivella, 2010 Among the
African pantheon of the Orichas—deities and messengers often inscrutable to the Western
mind—stands Changó, god of fire, war, and thunder. In Manuel Zapata Olivella’s four-hundred-year
epic of the African American experience, first published in 1983 as Changó, el gran putas, Changó
both curses the muntu—the people—for betraying their own kind and challenges them to liberate not
only themselves but all of humanity. In luminous verse and prose, Zapata Olivella conveys the
breadth of heroism, betrayal, and suffering common to the history of people of African descent in the
Western hemisphere. Ranging from Brazil to New England but primarily turning his wrath on the
Caribbean centers of the slave trade, Changó inhabits personas as diverse as Benkos Biojo, Henri
Christophe, Simón Bolívar, José María Morelos, the Aleijadinho, Marcus Garvey, and Malcolm X. His
message is one of vengeance, but also one of hope. Readers and critics will relish the opportunity to
at last experience Zapata Olivella’s masterpiece in English and to appreciate this extraordinary
tapestry, woven from equal strands of myth and history.
  afro latino history facts: Hispanic / Latino Identity Jorge J. E. Gracia, 1999-11-22 This
volume provides a superb introduction to the philosophical, social, and political elements of
Hispanic/Latino identity. It is an indispensable tool for anyone interested in issues that concern
Hispanics/Latinos, social policy, and the history of thought and culture.
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