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Abstract: This in-depth report explores the complexities of determining which african languages most

spoken are currently in use, addressing challenges in data collection and the dynamic nature of

language usage. We analyze available data from reputable sources like Ethnologue, focusing on both

native and second language speakers to present a comprehensive picture. The report will discuss the

linguistic families represented, geographical distribution, and the socio-political factors influencing the

dominance of certain languages.

1. Defining "Most Spoken": Challenges and Methodologies



Determining which african languages most spoken are in use presents significant challenges. Simple

counts of native speakers often overlook the substantial number of individuals using these languages

as second languages. The concept of "most spoken" requires a nuanced approach, considering both

first and second language speakers and accounting for various dialects that may be grouped under a

single language classification. This report employs a methodology that incorporates data from

Ethnologue and other reliable sources, analyzing both native speaker counts and estimates of second

language speakers to provide a more accurate picture of language prevalence.

2. The Top Ten: African Languages Most Spoken by Native Speakers

While precise figures fluctuate depending on the source and methodology, based on the latest

available data from Ethnologue and similar databases, the following languages consistently rank

among the african languages most spoken by native speakers (order may vary slightly depending on

the specific data set used):

Yoruba: Primarily spoken in Nigeria, with significant communities in Benin and Togo.1.

Oromo: Predominantly spoken in Ethiopia and Kenya.2.

Igbo: Widely spoken in southeastern Nigeria.3.

Hausa: Found across West Africa, including Nigeria, Niger, and parts of Chad and Cameroon.4.

Zulu: Dominant language in KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa.5.

Amharic: The official language of Ethiopia.6.

Shona: Spoken mainly in Zimbabwe and parts of Mozambique.7.

Xhosa: Another prominent language of South Africa.8.



Fula (Fulfulde): A trans-Saharan language spoken across a vast area of West and Central9.

Africa.

Kinyarwanda: Predominantly spoken in Rwanda and parts of Burundi and the Democratic10.

Republic of Congo.

It’s crucial to understand that these rankings can shift depending on the data collection methods and

the inclusion or exclusion of various dialects. Furthermore, the rapidly changing demographic

landscape of Africa necessitates regular updates to these figures.

3. Beyond Native Speakers: The Role of Second Languages

Focusing solely on native speakers overlooks the significant role played by african languages most

spoken as second languages. In many multilingual African societies, individuals frequently utilize

multiple languages for different social and economic functions. Languages like Swahili, particularly in

East Africa, and English and French in many former colonial territories, serve as important lingua

francas, facilitating communication across diverse linguistic landscapes. These languages significantly

augment the overall number of speakers for each language, influencing their overall prevalence.

4. Linguistic Families and Geographical Distribution

The african languages most spoken represent a wide variety of linguistic families, showcasing the

continent’s rich linguistic diversity. The Niger-Congo family is the largest, encompassing many of the

languages listed above. Other significant families include Afro-Asiatic (containing Amharic), Nilo-

Saharan, and Khoisan. The geographical distribution of these languages often reflects historical

migration patterns, colonial influences, and socio-political dynamics.



5. Socio-political Factors Influencing Language Use

The dominance of certain african languages most spoken is significantly influenced by socio-political

factors. Official language status, education policies, media representation, and economic opportunities

all play a crucial role in shaping language use and prevalence. Government initiatives aimed at

promoting specific languages can have a significant impact on their usage and societal prestige.

Conversely, the marginalization of certain languages can lead to language endangerment and loss of

cultural heritage.

Conclusion

Determining the african languages most spoken demands a multi-faceted approach that considers both

native and second language speakers, accounts for dialectal variations, and acknowledges the

influence of socio-political factors. While rankings may fluctuate, the languages highlighted in this

report consistently appear near the top, emphasizing the continent’s astonishing linguistic richness and

the ongoing dynamic interplay between language and society. Further research is needed to

continually refine our understanding of language prevalence in Africa, particularly given the ongoing

demographic shifts and technological advancements influencing communication patterns.

FAQs:

What is the most widely spoken African language in terms of total speakers (including second1.

language speakers)? This is difficult to definitively answer due to data limitations, but Swahili and

various forms of English and French are strong contenders for high rankings when second

language speakers are included.



Which African languages are most endangered? Many smaller languages, particularly those with1.

limited speaker populations and lacking official support, face the threat of extinction.

How does urbanization affect the prevalence of African languages? Urbanization often leads to1.

language shift, with speakers adopting more widely used languages for economic and social

opportunities.

What role does technology play in the preservation and spread of African languages?1.

Technology offers opportunities for language preservation through digital archives and language

learning apps but can also contribute to language shift if dominant languages dominate digital

platforms.

Are there any initiatives to promote the use of less common African languages? Yes, many1.

organizations and governments are working to preserve and promote less widely spoken African

languages through education programs, media initiatives, and community engagement.

How accurate are the statistics on African language speakers? The accuracy of the statistics1.

varies significantly, depending on the methodology and data collection techniques used. Reliable

data is often challenging to obtain in many African regions.



What is the impact of colonialism on the current linguistic landscape of Africa? Colonialism1.

significantly impacted the linguistic landscape of Africa, leading to the dominance of European

languages in many regions and the marginalization of indigenous languages.

How are African languages used in education systems? The use of African languages in1.

education systems varies widely across the continent, with some countries implementing mother-

tongue-based multilingual education (MTB-MLE) while others rely primarily on European

languages.

What is the future of African languages? The future of African languages depends on various1.

factors, including government policies, educational initiatives, and the continued commitment of

communities to preserve and promote their linguistic heritage.

Related Articles:

The Top 5 Most Spoken Languages in Sub-Saharan Africa: Explores the linguistic dominance in1.

specific regions of sub-Saharan Africa, comparing and contrasting languages based on regional

demographics.

Language Revitalization Efforts in Southern Africa: Details specific projects and initiatives aimed1.

at preserving and reviving endangered languages in southern African countries.



The Role of Lingua Francas in African Communication: Examines the significance of inter-ethnic1.

communication languages and their impact on language dynamics.

Language Policy and Planning in Post-Colonial Africa: Discusses the linguistic legacy of1.

colonialism and the implications for language policymaking in contemporary African nations.

The Socioeconomic Impact of Multilingualism in Africa: Explores the correlations between1.

language proficiency and economic opportunity in different African contexts.

Digital Technologies and the Preservation of African Languages: Analyzes how digital tools are1.

used to preserve and promote African languages.

A Comparative Study of Niger-Congo Language Families: In-depth analysis comparing1.

characteristics and relationships between languages within this large family.

Endangered Languages of West Africa: A Case Study: Focuses on specific endangered1.

languages in West Africa and the challenges they face.



The Influence of Migration on Language Spread in East Africa: Explores how population1.

movements have impacted language diffusion and multilingualism in the East African region.

  african languages most spoken: An Introduction to African Languages George Tucker
Childs, 2003-01-01 This book introduces beginning students and non-specialists to the diversity and
richness of African languages. In addition to providing a solid background to the study of African
languages, the book presents linguistic phenomena not found in European languages. A goal of this
book is to stimulate interest in African languages and address the question: What makes African
languages so fascinating? The orientation adopted throughout the book is a descriptive one, which
seeks to characterize African languages in a relatively succinct and neutral manner, and to make the
facts accessible to a wide variety of readers. The author's lengthy acquaintance with the continent
and field experiences in western, eastern, and southern Africa allow for both a broad perspective
and considerable depth in selected areas. The original examples are often the author's own but also
come from other sources and languages not often referenced in the literature. This text also includes
a set of sound files illustrating the phenomena under discussion, be they the clicks of Khoisan,
talking drums, or the ideophones (words like English lickety-split) found almost everywhere, which
will make this book a valuable resource for teacher and student alike.
  african languages most spoken: Language and Development in Africa Ekkehard Wolff,
2016-05-26 This volume explores the central role of language across all aspects of public and private
life in Africa.
  african languages most spoken: A Thesaurus of African Languages Michael Mann, David
Dalby, 2017-09-18 Originally published in 1987, this thesaurus is concerned with the spoken
languages of Africa. Languages are grouped into a relatively large number of sets and subsets within
which the relationship of languages to one another is locally apparent and uncontroversial. The
volume presents the languages in classified order with notes on each language, their variant names
and immediate classification, and reference to the sources consulted. One section offers an
exhaustive list of the languages spoken as home languages by local communities in each state,
together with details of languages widely used for inter-group communication, given official
recognition, or used in education or the media. There are brief phonological analyses of a broad
sample of some 20 African languages and a comprehensive bibliography and language index to the
whole work
  african languages most spoken: The Archaeology of Early Egypt D. Wengrow, 2006-05-25
A 2006 interpretation of the emergence of farming economies and the dynastic state in Egypt c.
10,000-2,650 BC.
  african languages most spoken: A History of African Linguistics H. Ekkehard Wolff,
2019-06-13 The first global history of African linguistics as an emerging autonomous academic
discipline, covering Africa, the Americas, Asia, Australia, and Europe.
  african languages most spoken: The Cambridge Handbook of African Linguistics H.
Ekkehard Wolff, 2019-05-16 This book provides an in-depth and comprehensive state-of-the-art study
of 'African languages' and 'language in Africa' since its beginnings as a 'colonial science' at the turn



of the twentieth century in Europe. Compiled by 56 internationally renowned scholars, this ground
breaking study looks at past and current research on 'African languages' and 'language in Africa'
under the impact of paradigmatic changes from 'colonial' to 'postcolonial' perspectives. It addresses
current trends in the study of the role and functions of language, African and other, in pre- and
postcolonial African societies. Highlighting the central role that the 'language factor' plays in
postcolonial transformation processes of sociocultural modernization and economic development, it
also addresses more recent, particularly urban, patterns of communication, and outlines applied
dimensions of digitalization and human language technology.
  african languages most spoken: Repertoires and Choices in African Languages Friederike
Lüpke, Anne Storch, 2013-05-28 Most African languages are spoken by communities as one of
several languages present on a daily basis. The persistence of multilingualism and the linguistic
creativity manifest in the playful use of different languages are striking, especially against the
backdrop of language death and expanding monolingualism elsewhere in the world. The effortless
mastery of several languages is disturbing, however, for those who take essentialist perspectives
that see it as a problem rather than a resource, and for the dominating, conflictual, sociolinguistic
model of multilingualism. This volume investigates African minority languages in the context of
changing patterns of multilingualism, and also assesses the status of African languages in terms of
existing influential vitality scales. An important aspect of multilingual praxis is the speakers' agency
in making choices, their repertoires of registers and the multiplicity of language ideology associated
with different ways of speaking. The volume represents a new and original contribution to the
ethnography of speaking of multilingual practices and the cultural ideas associated with them.
  african languages most spoken: African Languages Bernd Heine, Derek Nurse, 2000-08-03
This book is an introduction to African languages and linguistics, covering typology, structure and
sociolinguistics. The twelve chapters are written by a team of fifteen eminent Africanists, and their
topics include the four major language groupings (Niger-Congo, Nilo-Saharan, Afroasiatic and
Khoisan), the core areas of modern theoretical linguistics (phonology, morphology, syntax), typology,
sociolinguistics, comparative linguistics, and language, history and society. Basic concepts and
terminology are explained for undergraduates and non-specialist readers, but each chapter also
provides an overview of the state of the art in its field, and as such will be referred to also by more
advanced students and general linguists. The book brings this range of material together in
accessible form for anyone wishing to learn more about this challenging and fascinating field.
  african languages most spoken: Intonation in African Tone Languages Laura J. Downing,
Annie Rialland, 2016-11-07 This volume brings together two under-investigated areas of intonation
typology. While tone languages make up to 70 percent of the world’s languages, only few have been
explored for intonation. And even though one third of the world’s languages are spoken in Africa,
and most sub-Saharan languages are tone languages, recent collections on tone and intonation
typology have almost entirely ignored African languages. This book aims to fill this gap.
  african languages most spoken: Africa's Endangered Languages Jason Kandybowicz, Harold
Torrence, 2017 This book examines the endangered languages of Africa from both documentary and
theoretical perspectives, highlighting the threats of extinction many of them face and the challenges
and implications each bring to bear on linguistic theory. It focuses on the symbiosis between
documentary and theoretical methodologies, and its consequences for the preservation of
endangered languages, both in the African context and more broadly.
  african languages most spoken: Things Fall Apart Chinua Achebe, 1994-09-01 “A true classic
of world literature . . . A masterpiece that has inspired generations of writers in Nigeria, across
Africa, and around the world.” —Barack Obama “African literature is incomplete and unthinkable
without the works of Chinua Achebe.” —Toni Morrison Nominated as one of America’s best-loved
novels by PBS’s The Great American Read Things Fall Apart is the first of three novels in Chinua
Achebe's critically acclaimed African Trilogy. It is a classic narrative about Africa's cataclysmic
encounter with Europe as it establishes a colonial presence on the continent. Told through the
fictional experiences of Okonkwo, a wealthy and fearless Igbo warrior of Umuofia in the late 1800s,



Things Fall Apart explores one man's futile resistance to the devaluing of his Igbo traditions by
British political andreligious forces and his despair as his community capitulates to the powerful new
order. With more than 20 million copies sold and translated into fifty-seven languages, Things Fall
Apart provides one of the most illuminating and permanent monuments to African experience.
Achebe does not only capture life in a pre-colonial African village, he conveys the tragedy of the loss
of that world while broadening our understanding of our contemporary realities.
  african languages most spoken: The Oxford Handbook of African Languages Rainer
Vossen, Gerrit Jan Dimmendaal, 2020 Une source inconnue indique : This book provides a
comprehensive overview of current research in African languages, drawing on insights from
anthropological linguistics, typology, historical and comparative linguistics, and sociolinguistics. It
covers a wide range of topics, from grammatical sketches of individual languages to sociocultural
and extralinguistic issues.
  african languages most spoken: Dust Yvonne Adhiambo Owuor, 2014-10-07 A Washington
Post Notable Book When a young man is gunned down in the streets of Nairobi, his grief-stricken
father and sister bring his body back to their crumbling home in the Kenyan drylands. But the
murder has stirred up memories long since buried, precipitating a series of events no one could have
foreseen. As the truth unfolds, we come to learn the secrets held by this parched landscape, hidden
deep within the shared past of a family and their conflicted nation. Spanning Kenya’s turbulent
1950s and 1960s, Dust is spellbinding debut from a breathtaking new voice in literature.
  african languages most spoken: Language in Zambia Sirarpi Ohannessian, Mubanga E.
Kashoki, 2017-09-20 Originally published in 1978, this volume is divided into 3 parts. Part 1 presents
an overview of the linguistic situation in Zambia: who speaks which languages, where they are
spoken, what these languages are like. Special emphasis is given to the extensive survey of the
languages of the Kafue basin, where extensive changes and relocations have taken place. Part 2 is
on language use: patterns of competence and of extension for certain languages in urban settings,
configurations of comprehension across language boundaries, how selected groups of multilinguals
employ each of their languages and for what purposes, what languages are used in radio and
television broadcasting and how decisions to use or not use a language are made. Part 3 involves
language and formal education: what languages, Zambian and foreign, are used at various levels int
he schools, which are taught, with what curricula, methods, how teachers are trained, how issues
such as adult literacy are approached and with what success.
  african languages most spoken: Looking for Transwonderland Noo Saro-Wiwa, 2012-09-01 A
“remarkable chronicle” of a journey back to this West African nation after years of exile (The New
York Times Book Review). Noo Saro-Wiwa was brought up in England, but every summer she was
dragged back to visit her father in Nigeria—a country she viewed as an annoying parallel universe
where she had to relinquish all her creature comforts and sense of individuality. After her father,
activist Ken Saro-Wiwa, was killed there, she didn’t return for several years. Then she decided to
come to terms with the country her father given his life for. Traveling from the exuberant chaos of
Lagos to the calm beauty of the eastern mountains; from the eccentricity of a Nigerian dog show to
the decrepit kitsch of the Transwonderland Amusement Park, she explores Nigerian Christianity,
delves into the country’s history of slavery, examines the corrupting effect of oil, and ponders the
huge success of Nollywood. She finds the country as exasperating as ever, and frequently despairs at
the corruption and inefficiency she encounters. But she also discovers that it is far more beautiful
and varied than she had ever imagined, with its captivating thick tropical rain forest and ancient
palaces and monuments—and most engagingly and entertainingly, its unforgettable people. “The
author allows her love-hate relationship with Nigeria to flavor this thoughtful travel journal, lending
it irony, wit and frankness.” —Kirkus Reviews
  african languages most spoken: Indian Grammar Begun John Eliot, 2001-06 Written for the
native people of Massachusetts by John Eliot in 1666, this monumental linguistic work was intended
as a basis for teaching the Algonquinian-speaking people to read the Bible, which Eliot had
translated into Algonquinian in 1661. This edition contains a facsimile of the original side-by-side



with a reset version in modern type.
  african languages most spoken: Diglossia and Language Contact Lotfi Sayahi, 2014-04-24
This volume provides a detailed analysis of language contact in North Africa and explores the
historical presence of the languages used in the region, including the different varieties of Arabic
and Berber as well as European languages. Using a wide range of data sets, it provides a
comprehensive analysis of the mechanisms of language contact under classical diglossia and societal
bilingualism, examining multiple cases of oral and written code-switching. It also describes
contact-induced lexical and structural change in such situations and discusses the possible
appearance of new varieties within the context of diglossia. Examples from past diglossic situations
are examined, including the situation in Muslim Spain and the Maltese Islands. An analysis of the
current situation of Arabic vernaculars, not only in the Maghreb but also in other Arabic-speaking
areas, is also presented. This book will appeal to anyone interested in language contact, the Arabic
language, and North Africa.
  african languages most spoken: Language in Africa Edgar Gregersen, Edgar A. Gregersen,
1977 This book developed out of a survey course on African languages that Uriel Weinreich invited
the author to teach at Columbia University. The focus of the course changed considerably in the
years that the author taught the course (1964-1968), in large part to accommodate the interests of
many students without a background in linguistics but registered for the course. The one thing
African languages have in common, setting them off from all the other languages in the world, is the
fact that they are spoken in Africa.
  african languages most spoken: Languages and Education in Africa Birgit Brock-Utne,
Ingse Skattum, 2009-05-11 The theme of this book cuts across disciplines. Contributors to this
volume are specialized in education and especially classroom research as well as in linguistics, most
being transdisciplinary themselves. Around 65 sub-Saharan languages figure in this volume as
research objects: as means of instruction, in connection with teacher training, language policy,
lexical development, harmonization efforts, information technology, oral literature and deaf
communities. The co-existence of these African languages with English, French and Arabic is
examined as well. This wide range of languages and subjects builds on recent field work, giving new
empirical evidence from 17 countries: Botswana, Ethiopia, Ghana, Kenya, Madagascar, Malawi,
Mali, Mozambique, Niger, Nigeria, Senegal, South Africa, Swaziland, Tanzania, Uganda, Zambia and
Zimbabwe, as well as to transnational matters like the harmonization of African transborder
languages. As the Editors – a Norwegian social scientist and a Norwegian linguist, both working in
Africa – have wanted to give room for African voices, the majority of contributions to this volume
come from Africa.
  african languages most spoken: Calunga and the Legacy of an African Language in
Brazil Steven Byrd, 2012-11-15 Although millions of slaves were forcibly transported from Africa to
Brazil, the languages the slaves brought with them remain little known. Most studies have focused
on African contributions to Brazilian Portuguese rather than on the African languages themselves.
This book is unusual in focusing on an African-descended language. The author describes and
analyzes the Afro- Brazilian speech community of Calunga, in Minas Gerais. Linguistically descended
from West African Bantu, Calunga is an endangered Afro-Brazilian language spoken by a few
hundred older Afro-Brazilian men, who use it only for specific, secret communications. Unlike most
creole languages, which are based largely on the vocabulary of the colonial language, Calunga has a
large proportion of African vocabulary items embedded in an essentially Portuguese grammar. A
hyrid language, its formation can be seen as a form of cultural resistance. Steven Byrd’s study
provides a comprehensive linguistic description of Calunga based on two years of interviews with
speakers of the language. He examines its history and historical context as well as its linguistic
context, its sociolinguistic profile, and its lexical and grammatical outlines.
  african languages most spoken: Kiswahili, Msingi Wa Kusema Kusoma Na Kuandika
Thomas J. Hinnebusch, Sarah M. Mirza, 1998 This is a comprehensive manual intended to teach
students the basics of communicating in Swahili at an elementary level. It is designed to teach major



communicative skills such as speaking, listening, reading, and writing. Moreover, the text strives to
impart fundamental knowledge about East African and Swahili culture.
  african languages most spoken: The Rise of English Rosemary C. Salomone, 2022 A
sweeping account of the global rise of English and the high-stakes politics of languageSpoken by a
quarter of the world's population, English is today's lingua franca- - its common tongue. The
language of business, popular media, and international politics, English has become commodified for
its economic value and increasingly detached from any particular nation. This meteoric riseof
English has many obvious benefits to communication. Tourists can travel abroad with greater ease.
Political leaders can directly engage their counterparts. Researchers can collaborate with foreign
colleagues. Business interests can flourish in the global economy.But the rise of English has very
real downsides as well. In Europe, imperatives of political integration and job mobility compete with
pride in national language and heritage. In the United States and England, English isolates us from
the cultural and economic benefits of speaking other languages.And in countries like India, South
Africa, Morocco, and Rwanda, it has stratified society along lines of English proficiency.In The Rise
of English, Rosemary Salomone offers a commanding view of the unprecedented spread of English
and the far-reaching effects it has on global and local politics, economics, media, education, and
business. From the inner workings of the European Union to linguistic battles over influence
inAfrica, Salomone draws on a wealth of research to tell the complex story of English - and,
ultimately, to argue for English not as a force for domination but as a core component of
multilingualism and the transcendence of linguistic and cultural borders.
  african languages most spoken: Language Vitality in South Africa Anika Kehl, 2014-08-21
Seminar paper from the year 2011 in the subject Didactics for the subject English - Pedagogy,
Literature Studies, grade: 1,3, Ernst Moritz Arndt University of Greifswald (Anglistik/Amerikanistik),
course: Hauptseminar: English in Contact, language: English, abstract: There are 24 languages
which are regularly used by more than 44.8 million South Africans and almost 80 % of the South
African population use one of the African languages at home. “The most commonly spoken home
language is isiZulu, which is spoken by 23.8 % of the population, followed by isiXhosa (17.6 %) and
Afrikaans (13.3 %)” Although English is the home language of only 8.2 % of the South African
population it is still used as a lingua franca throughout the nation. The eleven official languages are
used by 99% of the country’s population and those languages are all supposed to have equal rights.
Belonging to these languages are English and Afrikaans, and nine other African languages: “Sepedi,
Sesotho, Setswana, siSwati, Tshivenda, Xitsonga, isiNdebele, isiXhosa, and isiZulu”. There are also
many other languages spoken in South Africa like for example Arabic, German, Greek, Hindi, Tamil,
Hebrew and many more. Some European languages like French, German, and Portuguese are used
in South Africa but they are not nearly as influential as English. The historical development of South
Africa has brought the question of language forward. The country became aware of its unique
language situation and the chances and problems which are connected to it. After Mandela many
people developed a greater interest in smaller languages. The paper is going to explore the language
vitality of some of the 11 official South African languages, dealing with the problem of language
endangerment/death and language reviltalisation. It is going to be seen whether the multilingualism
which is propagandized by the government is or can be realised in real life. Due to the lack of valid
information for many of the smaller indigenous Afrcian langugeas the paper will mostly look at the
situation of Afrikaans and English, only rarely concidering the other languages in much detail.
  african languages most spoken: African linguistics across the disciplines Samuel Gyasi
Obeng, 2019-11-12 Since the hiring of its first Africanist linguist Carleton Hodge in 1964, Indiana
University’s Department of Linguistics has had a strong and continuing presence in the study of
African languages and linguistics through the work of its faculty and of its graduates on the faculties
of many other universities. Research on African linguistics at IU has covered some of the major
language groups spoken on the African continent. Carleton Hodge’s work on Ancient Egyptian and
Hausa, Paul Newman’s work on Hausa and Chadic languages, and Roxanna Ma Newman’s work on
Hausa language structure and pedagogy have been some of the most important studies on



Afro-Asiatic linguistics. With respect to Niger-Congo languages, the work of Charles Bird on
Bambara and the Mande languages, Robert Botne’s work on Bantu structure (especially tense and
aspect), Samuel Obeng and Colin Painter’s work on Ghanaian Languages (phonetics, phonology, and
pragmatics), Robert Port’s studies on Swahili, and Erhard Voeltz's studies on Bantu linguistics are
considered some of the most influential studies in the sub-field. On Nilo Saharan languages, the
work of Tim Shopen on Songhay stands out. IU Linguistics has also forwarded theoretical work on
African languages, such as John Goldsmith’s seminal research on tone in African languages. The
African linguistics faculty at IU have either founded or edited important journals in African Studies,
African languages, and African linguistics, including Africa Today, Studies in African Linguistics, and
Journal of African Languages and Linguistics. In 1972, the Indiana University Department of
Linguistics hosted the Third Annual Conference of African Linguistics. Proceedings of that
conference were published by Indiana University Publications (African Series, vol. 7). In 1986, IU
hosted the Seventeenth Annual Conference of African Linguistics with Paul Newman and Robert
Botne editing the proceedings in a volume entitled Current Approaches to African Linguistics, vol. 5.
In 2016, Indiana University hosted the 48th Annual Conference on African Linguistics with the
theme African Linguistics Across the Disciplines. Proceedings of that meeting are published in this
volume. The papers presented in this volume reflect the diversity of opportunities for language study
in Africa. This collection of descriptive and theoretical work is the fruit of data gathering both
in-country and abroad by researchers of languages spoken across the continent, from Sereer-sin in
the west to Somali in the northeast to Ikalanga in the south. The range of topics in this volume is
also broad, representative of the varied field work in country and abroad that inspires research in
African linguistics. This collection of papers spans the disciplines of phonology (both segmental and
suprasegmental), morphology (both morphophonological and morphosyntactic), syntax, semantics,
and language policy. The data and analyses presented in this volume offer a cross-disciplinary view
of linguistic topics from the many under-resourced languages of Africa.
  african languages most spoken: The Languages of Africa Joseph Harold Greenberg, 1966
  african languages most spoken: Language Decline and Death in Africa Herman Batibo,
2005-01-01 The aim of this book is to inform both scholars and the public about the nature and
extent of the problem of language decline and death in Africa. It resourcefully traces the main
causes and circumstances of language endangerment, the processes and extent of language shift
and death, and the consequences of language loss to the continent's rich linguistic and cultural
heritage. The book outlines some of the challenges that have emerged out of the situation.
  african languages most spoken: Archaeology, Language, and the African Past R. Blench, 2006
Scholarly work that attempts to match linguistic and archaeological evidence in precolonial Africa
  african languages most spoken: The Tongue-Tied Imagination Tobias Warner, 2019-03-05
Winner, 2021 African Literature Association First Book Award Should a writer work in a former
colonial language or in a vernacular? The language question was one of the great, intractable
problems that haunted postcolonial literatures in the twentieth century, but it has since acquired a
reputation as a dead end for narrow nationalism. This book returns to the language question from a
fresh perspective. Instead of asking whether language matters, The Tongue-Tied Imagination
explores how the language question itself came to matter. Focusing on the case of Senegal, Warner
investigates the intersection of French and Wolof. Drawing on extensive archival research and an
under-studied corpus of novels, poetry, and films in both languages, as well as educational projects
and popular periodicals, the book traces the emergence of a politics of language from colonization
through independence to the era of neoliberal development. Warner reads the francophone works of
well-known authors such as Léopold Senghor, Ousmane Sembène, Mariama Bâ, and Boubacar Boris
Diop alongside the more overlooked Wolof-language works with which they are in dialogue. Refusing
to see the turn to vernacular languages only as a form of nativism, The Tongue-Tied Imagination
argues that the language question opens up a fundamental struggle over the nature and limits of
literature itself. Warner reveals how language debates tend to pull in two directions: first, they
weave vernacular traditions into the normative patterns of world literature; but second, they create



space to imagine how literary culture might be configured otherwise. Drawing on these insights,
Warner brilliantly rethinks the terms of world literature and charts a renewed practice of literary
comparison.
  african languages most spoken: Language in South Africa Rajend Mesthrie, 2002-10-17 A
wide-ranging guide to language and society in South Africa. The book surveys the most important
language groupings in the region in terms of wider socio-historical processes; contact between the
different language varieties; language and public policy issues associated with post-apartheid
society and its eleven official languages.
  african languages most spoken: Awesome South Africa Derryn Campbell, 2015-10-30
  african languages most spoken: Living in South Africa Regina Gräff, Derryn Campbell,
2014
  african languages most spoken: Encyclopedia of International Media and
Communications Donald H. Johnston, 2003 Explores the ways that editorial content--from
journalism and scholarship to films and infomercials--is developed, presented, stored, analyzed, and
regulated around the world. Provides perspective and context about content, delivery systems, and
their myriad relationships, as well as clearly drawn avenues for further research.
  african languages most spoken: Interactions Across Englishes Christiane Meierkord,
2012-04-26 The global spread of English has resulted in contact with an enormous variety of
different languages worldwide, leading to the creation of many new varieties of English. This book
takes an original look at what happens when speakers of these different varieties interact with one
another.
  african languages most spoken: Encyclopedia of Archaeology Deborah M. Pearsall, 2008 The
Encyclopedia of Archaeology encompasses all aspects of archaeology, including the nature and
diversity of archaeology as a scientific discipline, the practice of archaeology, archaeology in the
everyday world, and the future of the discipline. Featured in the Encyclopedia of Archaeology are
articles by leading authors that summarize archaeological knowledge at the beginning the 21st
century, highlighting important sites and issues, and tracing the development of prehistoric cultures
around the globe.
  african languages most spoken: Spoken Soul John Russell Rickford, Russell John Rickford,
2002-02-28 In Praise of Spoken Soul: The Story of Black English Spoken Soul brilliantly fills a huge
gap. . . . a delightfully readable introduction to the elegant interweave between the language and its
culture. –Ralph W. Fasold, Georgetown university A lively, well-documented history of Black English
. . . that will enlighten and inform not only educators, for whom it should be required reading, but all
who value and question language. –Kirkus Reviews Spoken Soul is a must read for anyone who is
interested in the connection between language and identity. –Chicago Defender Claude Brown called
Black English Spoken Soul. Toni Morrison said, It's a love, a passion. Its function is like a preacher’s:
to make you stand out of your seat, make you lose yourself and hear yourself. The worst of all
possible things that could happen would be to lose that language. Now renowned linguist John R.
Rickford and journalist Russell J. Rickford provide the definitive guide to African American
vernacular English–from its origins and features to its powerful fascination for society at large.
  african languages most spoken: Swahili and Sabaki Derek Nurse, Thomas J. Hinnebusch,
Gérard Philipson, 1993 The Sabaki languages form a major Bantu subgroup and are spoken by 35
million East Africans in Somalia, Kenya, Tanzania, Mozambique, and the Comoro Islands. The
authors provide a historical/comparative treatment of Swahili (and other Sabaki languages), an
account of the relationship of Swahili to Sabaki and to other Bantu languages, and some data on
contemporary Sabaki languages. Data sets, appendices, maps, and figures present essential
information on phonology, lexical makeup, and tense/aspect morphology. The final chapter is a
synthesis describing the linguistic and historical relationship of the Sabaki dialects to each other and
to hypothetical proto-stages.
  african languages most spoken: Igbo-English Dictionary Michael J. C. Echeruo, 2001
  african languages most spoken: Creolization and Pidginization in Contexts of



Postcolonial Diversity , 2018-02-27 This book deals with creolization and pidginization of
language, culture and identity and makes use of interdisciplinary approaches developed in the study
of the latter. Creolization and pidginization are conceptualized and investigated as specific social
processes in the course of which new common languages, socio-cultural practices and identifications
are developed under distinct social and political conditions and in different historical and local
contexts of diversity. The contributions show that creolization and pidginization are important
strategies to deal with identity and difference in a world in which diversity is closely linked with
inequalities that relate to specific group memberships, colonial legacies and social norms and
values.
  african languages most spoken: Oxford English Dictionary John A. Simpson, 2002-04-18 The
Oxford English Dictionary is the internationally recognized authority on the evolution of the English
language from 1150 to the present day. The Dictionary defines over 500,000 words, making it an
unsurpassed guide to the meaning, pronunciation, and history of the English language. This new
upgrade version of The Oxford English Dictionary Second Edition on CD-ROM offers unparalleled
access to the world's most important reference work for the English language. The text of this
version has been augmented with the inclusion of the Oxford English Dictionary Additions Series
(Volumes 1-3), published in 1993 and 1997, the Bibliography to the Second Edition, and other
ancillary material. System requirements: PC with minimum 200 MHz Pentium-class processor; 32
MB RAM (64 MB recommended); 16-speed CD-ROM drive (32-speed recommended); Windows 95,
98, Me, NT, 200, or XP (Local administrator rights are required to install and open the OED for the
first time on a PC running Windows NT 4 and to install and run the OED on Windows 2000 and XP);
1.1 GB hard disk space to run the OED from the CD-ROM and 1.7 GB to install the CD-ROM to the
hard disk: SVGA monitor: 800 x 600 pixels: 16-bit (64k, high color) setting recommended. Please
note: for the upgrade, installation requires the use of the OED CD-ROM v2.0.
  african languages most spoken: The Invisible Life of Addie LaRue V. E. Schwab, 2020-10-06
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER USA TODAY BESTSELLER NATIONAL INDIE BESTSELLER THE
WASHINGTON POST BESTSELLER Recommended by Entertainment Weekly, Real Simple, NPR,
Slate, and Oprah Magazine #1 Library Reads Pick—October 2020 #1 Indie Next Pick—October 2020
BOOK OF THE YEAR (2020) FINALIST—Book of The Month Club A “Best Of” Book From: Oprah
Mag * CNN * Amazon * Amazon Editors * NPR * Goodreads * Bustle * PopSugar * BuzzFeed * Barnes
& Noble * Kirkus Reviews * Lambda Literary * Nerdette * The Nerd Daily * Polygon * Library Reads
* io9 * Smart Bitches Trashy Books * LiteraryHub * Medium * BookBub * The Mary Sue * Chicago
Tribune * NY Daily News * SyFy Wire * Powells.com * Bookish * Book Riot * Library Reads Voter
Favorite * In the vein of The Time Traveler’s Wife and Life After Life, The Invisible Life of Addie
LaRue is New York Times bestselling author V. E. Schwab’s genre-defying tour de force. A Life No
One Will Remember. A Story You Will Never Forget. France, 1714: in a moment of desperation, a
young woman makes a Faustian bargain to live forever—and is cursed to be forgotten by everyone
she meets. Thus begins the extraordinary life of Addie LaRue, and a dazzling adventure that will play
out across centuries and continents, across history and art, as a young woman learns how far she
will go to leave her mark on the world. But everything changes when, after nearly 300 years, Addie
stumbles across a young man in a hidden bookstore and he remembers her name. Also by V. E.
Schwab Shades of Magic A Darker Shade of Magic A Gathering of Shadows A Conjuring of Light
Villains Vicious Vengeful At the Publisher's request, this title is being sold without Digital Rights
Management Software (DRM) applied.



Additional Resources

800 languages and counting: Lessons from survey

53,973 respondents across 35 countries identified more than 800 African languages as their “home

language.” These include some languages that were identified by more than 1,000 …

Languages of Africa - Springer

Ethnologue estimates the number of languages spoken in Africa as 2144 (Eberhard et al., 2021).2 As

can be seen from its lack of shading in Map 1, the language of Madagascar, Malagasy, is …

The story of how Swahili became Africa's most spoken …

Once just an obscure island dialect of an African Bantu tongue, Swahili has evolved into Africa's most

internationally recognized language. It is peer to the few languages of the world that...

African Languages Today: The Challenge of and Prospects for …

languages in Africa. Of 53 countries, indigenous African languages are recognized as official

languages in only 10 countries, Arabic in 9, and all the remaining 46 countries have imported …

West Africa - University of Pennsylvania

West African languages have the largest concentration of first and second-language speakers on the

continent, after Amharic and Swahili in East Africa. Number of native speakers of select …

What Are The 12 Most Spoken Languages In Africa Full PDF

thousand languages spread over its territory multilingualism is a common reality in Africa The main

official languages of most African countries are Indo European in many instances …

Africa's Linguistic Diversity - CNRS

African language classification in the latter half of the 20th century has been dominated by Joseph

Greenberg’s work classifying African languages into four linguistic genetic groupings: …

THE CLASSIFICATION OF AFRICAN LANGUAGES*

In accordance with this classification the languages of the continent are exhaustively assigned to five



families: Semitic, Hamitic, Bantu, Sudanese, and Bushman. The basis of classification is …

Africa’s Endangered Languages - University of California, Los …

According to Batibo (2005), there are approximately 308 “highly endangered” African languages

(12.32% of all extant languages on the conti-nent) and at least 201 extinct African languages, …

A Linguistic Geography of Africa - Cambridge University Press …

More than forty years ago it was demonstrated that the African continent can be divided into four

distinct language families. Research on African languages has accordingly been preoccupied …

Languages of Sub-Saharan Africa - JSTOR

632 African languages and language practice research in the 21st cen-tury : interdisciplinary themes

and perspectives / Editors: Monwabisi K. Ralarala ; Ken Barris ; Eunice Ivala ; Sibawu …

Most Spoken African Language [PDF] - omn.am

Most African languages are spoken by communities as one of several languages present on a daily

basis The persistence of multilingualism and the linguistic creativity manifest in the playful …

Voice of a Continent: Mapping Africa’s Speech Technology …

To alleviate this challenge, we systematically map the continent’s speech space of datasets and

technologies, leading to a new comprehen-sive benchmark SimbaBench for downstream …

African Languages in Current South African Media

To understand the nature of African languages in South Africa, Davids (2019) explains that South

Africa has 11 official languages: Afrikaans, English, isiNdebele, Northern Sotho (Sepedi),...

West African languages. Linguistic theory and communication

more than ten languages are spoken. Several lingua francas of the region are: Mandinka, Peul, Joola

Fogny, French, and Portuguese Creole. Other languages such as Balanta, Man-jaku, …

The State of African Languages and the Global Language …



According to UNESCO, 30% of the world’s languages are spoken in Africa (over 2000 languages) with

only 18% spoken in Europe and the Americas. (See Appendix A) Whenever the question …

AFRICAN LANGUAGES AND THE GLOBAL FUTURE

Using the method of critical analysis, the researchers in confronting some African languages find out

that the need for few African languages to be sustained for robust and promising global …

Death and Survival of African Languges in The 21 Century

Languages such as Bongomek, originally spoken in present-day Western Kenya are no longer spoken.

Other languages such as El Molo, Okiek, Watwa, Hansa are spoken by very few …

African Languages Most Spoken (2024) - x-plane.com

Africans and almost 80 % of the South African population use one of the African languages at home

The most commonly spoken home language is isiZulu which is spoken by 23 8 % of the …

Major Indigenous Languages and The Origin of Foreign …

African speaking countries have the most distorted cultures and languages as a result of the French

policy of assimilation and association which were imposed on them during the …

800 languages and counting: Lessons from survey

53,973 respondents across 35 countries identified more than 800 African languages as their “home

language.” These include some languages that were identified by more than 1,000 respondents …

Languages of Africa - Springer

Ethnologue estimates the number of languages spoken in Africa as 2144 (Eberhard et al., 2021).2 As

can be seen from its lack of shading in Map 1, the language of Madagascar, Malagasy, is not an. …

The story of how Swahili became Africa's most spoken …

Once just an obscure island dialect of an African Bantu tongue, Swahili has evolved into Africa's most

internationally recognized language. It is peer to the few languages of the world that...



African Languages Today: The Challenge of and Prospects …

languages in Africa. Of 53 countries, indigenous African languages are recognized as official

languages in only 10 countries, Arabic in 9, and all the remaining 46 countries have imported …

West Africa - University of Pennsylvania

West African languages have the largest concentration of first and second-language speakers on the

continent, after Amharic and Swahili in East Africa. Number of native speakers of select …

What Are The 12 Most Spoken Languages In Africa Full PDF

thousand languages spread over its territory multilingualism is a common reality in Africa The main

official languages of most African countries are Indo European in many instances Romance As …

Africa's Linguistic Diversity - CNRS

African language classification in the latter half of the 20th century has been dominated by Joseph

Greenberg’s work classifying African languages into four linguistic genetic groupings: Afroasiatic, …

THE CLASSIFICATION OF AFRICAN LANGUAGES*

In accordance with this classification the languages of the continent are exhaustively assigned to five

families: Semitic, Hamitic, Bantu, Sudanese, and Bushman. The basis of classification is an …

Africa’s Endangered Languages - University of California, Los …

According to Batibo (2005), there are approximately 308 “highly endangered” African languages

(12.32% of all extant languages on the conti-nent) and at least 201 extinct African languages, to …

A Linguistic Geography of Africa - Cambridge University …

More than forty years ago it was demonstrated that the African continent can be divided into four

distinct language families. Research on African languages has accordingly been preoccupied …

Languages of Sub-Saharan Africa - JSTOR

632 African languages and language practice research in the 21st cen-tury : interdisciplinary themes

and perspectives / Editors: Monwabisi K. Ralarala ; Ken Barris ; Eunice Ivala ; Sibawu …



Most Spoken African Language [PDF] - omn.am

Most African languages are spoken by communities as one of several languages present on a daily

basis The persistence of multilingualism and the linguistic creativity manifest in the playful use of …

Voice of a Continent: Mapping Africa’s Speech Technology …

To alleviate this challenge, we systematically map the continent’s speech space of datasets and

technologies, leading to a new comprehen-sive benchmark SimbaBench for downstream African …

African Languages in Current South African Media

To understand the nature of African languages in South Africa, Davids (2019) explains that South

Africa has 11 official languages: Afrikaans, English, isiNdebele, Northern Sotho (Sepedi),...

West African languages. Linguistic theory and communication

more than ten languages are spoken. Several lingua francas of the region are: Mandinka, Peul, Joola

Fogny, French, and Portuguese Creole. Other languages such as Balanta, Man-jaku, and smaller …

The State of African Languages and the Global Language …

According to UNESCO, 30% of the world’s languages are spoken in Africa (over 2000 languages) with

only 18% spoken in Europe and the Americas. (See Appendix A) Whenever the question of the

AFRICAN LANGUAGES AND THE GLOBAL FUTURE

Using the method of critical analysis, the researchers in confronting some African languages find out

that the need for few African languages to be sustained for robust and promising global …

Death and Survival of African Languges in The 21 Century

Languages such as Bongomek, originally spoken in present-day Western Kenya are no longer spoken.

Other languages such as El Molo, Okiek, Watwa, Hansa are spoken by very few people. …

African Languages Most Spoken (2024) - x-plane.com

Africans and almost 80 % of the South African population use one of the African languages at home

The most commonly spoken home language is isiZulu which is spoken by 23 8 % of the …



Major Indigenous Languages and The Origin of Foreign …

African speaking countries have the most distorted cultures and languages as a result of the French

policy of assimilation and association which were imposed on them during the obnoxious, cruel …

African Languages Most Spoken

African Languages Most Spoken
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