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Summary: This comprehensive guide explores the rich history of the African
birthing chair, examining its diverse forms, cultural significance, and
evolution across various African communities. It delves into the benefits and
drawbacks of utilizing these chairs, offering insights into best practices
while highlighting potential pitfalls. The guide also explores the chair's
place within the broader context of African maternal healthcare history and
its ongoing relevance in contemporary birthing practices.

H1: The Enduring Legacy of the African Birthing
Chair

The term "African birthing chair" encompasses a wide variety of traditional
seating aids used by women during labor and childbirth across the African
continent. These are not uniformly designed; rather, they reflect the diverse
cultures, environments, and materials available to different communities. The
“chair” could range from simple three-legged stools carved from wood to more
elaborate structures incorporating support for the back and arms.



Understanding the history of the African birthing chair requires a nuanced
approach, recognizing the regional and cultural variations in its design,
use, and significance. This guide aims to provide a comprehensive overview of
this fascinating aspect of African maternal healthcare history.

H2: Diverse Designs and Regional Variations in
African Birthing Chair History

The African birthing chair is not a monolithic entity. Its design varies
considerably across different regions of Africa. In some communities, simple
stools made from readily available materials like wood or woven grasses
served the purpose. Other communities developed more complex structures,
often incorporating a backrest for comfort and support. The materials used
also varied, reflecting the local environment and available resources. For
example, in regions abundant in wood, intricately carved wooden stools were
common, whereas in other areas, simpler designs utilizing readily available
materials like reeds or woven fibers were prevalent. This diversity
highlights the ingenuity and adaptability of African communities in creating
tools to facilitate safe and comfortable childbirth.

H3: The Cultural Significance of the African
Birthing Chair

Beyond its practical function, the African birthing chair holds deep cultural
significance. In many communities, it represents more than just a piece of
furniture; it symbolizes the transition to motherhood, the power of women,
and the continuity of life. The birthing process itself is often embedded
within a rich tapestry of rituals and beliefs, and the chair plays a central
role in these ceremonies. It provides a space for the birthing woman to feel
supported, both physically and spiritually. Understanding this cultural
context is essential to appreciating the full significance of the African
birthing chair within the broader framework of African traditions and
beliefs.

H4: Benefits and Best Practices: Utilizing the
African Birthing Chair

While the African birthing chair has been used for centuries, its application
requires careful consideration. When used correctly, it can offer several
benefits, including improved posture during labor, reducing strain on the
back and pelvic floor, and facilitating a more comfortable birthing position.
Best practices involve choosing a chair with appropriate height and
stability, ensuring proper support for the mother's back and providing
comfortable cushioning. The involvement of trained traditional birth



attendants is also crucial, ensuring safe and effective use of the chair
during labor and delivery.

H5: Pitfalls and Potential Risks Associated with
African Birthing Chairs

Despite the potential benefits, utilizing an African birthing chair also
presents potential pitfalls. Improper use, particularly with unstable or
poorly constructed chairs, can lead to injuries for both the mother and the
baby. Lack of hygiene can also introduce infection risks. Therefore, it's
essential to use chairs that are properly constructed, clean, and used under
the supervision of trained healthcare professionals who understand both the
traditional practice and modern medical safety standards.

H6: The African Birthing Chair in the Context of
Modern Healthcare

The integration of traditional birthing practices, including the use of the
African birthing chair, with modern healthcare is a complex and ongoing
challenge. While the chair can offer comfort and cultural relevance, it's
crucial to balance traditional practices with modern medical safety
standards. This requires collaboration between traditional birth attendants,
midwives, and other healthcare professionals to ensure that the use of the
chair does not compromise the safety of the mother and child. This
collaborative approach is essential for providing holistic and culturally
sensitive maternal healthcare.

H7: The Future of the African Birthing Chair

The future of the African birthing chair is inextricably linked to the
ongoing evolution of African maternal healthcare. As access to modern
healthcare improves, there is a growing need to integrate traditional
practices, like the use of the birthing chair, into a comprehensive and
culturally appropriate approach. This requires research into the safety and
efficacy of the chair, coupled with efforts to educate both traditional birth
attendants and modern healthcare providers.

Conclusion: The African birthing chair represents a rich tapestry of history,
culture, and practicality. Understanding its diverse forms, cultural
significance, and potential benefits and risks is essential for promoting
safe and culturally sensitive maternal healthcare in Africa. Integrating
traditional knowledge with modern medical practices requires a collaborative
approach that respects both the legacy of the past and the needs of the



present.

FAQs:

Are African birthing chairs still used today? Yes, they are still used1.
in many communities, often alongside modern medical practices.

What materials are traditionally used to make African birthing chairs?2.
Wood, grasses, reeds, and other locally available materials are commonly
used.

Are there any safety concerns associated with using an African birthing3.
chair? Yes, improper use or poorly constructed chairs can pose risks.

How does the use of an African birthing chair compare to modern birthing4.
practices? It offers a traditional alternative, often incorporating
cultural significance.

What is the cultural significance of the African birthing chair? It5.
represents the transition to motherhood, the power of women, and the
continuity of life within specific cultural contexts.

Where can I find more information about specific regional variations in6.
African birthing chair designs? Ethnographic studies and anthropological
research provide detailed information on regional variations.

How can modern healthcare systems integrate the use of African birthing7.
chairs safely and effectively? Through collaboration between traditional
birth attendants and modern healthcare providers.

What kind of training is necessary for using an African birthing chair8.
safely? Training should cover proper posture, hygiene, and potential
risks.

Is the use of African birthing chairs supported by modern medical9.
research? Research is ongoing and focuses on integrating traditional
practices with modern medical safety.

Related Articles:

"The Evolution of Birthing Practices in Southern Africa": A detailed1.
analysis of the changes in birthing practices over time in the southern
African region.

"Traditional Midwifery in West Africa: A Historical Perspective":2.



Explores the role of traditional midwives and their use of birthing
aids.

"The Anthropology of Childbirth in East Africa": An anthropological3.
study focusing on the cultural context of childbirth in East African
communities.

"Maternal Health in Rural Africa: The Role of Traditional Practices":4.
Examines the contribution of traditional practices to maternal
healthcare outcomes.

"The Impact of Colonialism on Traditional Birthing Practices in Africa":5.
Explores how colonialism affected traditional practices.

"A Comparative Study of Birthing Stools in Different African Cultures":6.
A comparative analysis of different types of birthing stools across
various cultures.

"The Socio-cultural Significance of Childbirth Ceremonies in Northern7.
Africa": Focuses on the rituals and ceremonies surrounding childbirth.

"Modernizing Traditional Birthing Practices: A Case Study from Kenya": A8.
case study examining the successful integration of traditional and
modern practices.

"The Role of Traditional Birth Attendants in Improving Maternal Health9.
Outcomes in Sub-Saharan Africa": Highlights the importance of
traditional birth attendants in providing maternal healthcare.

  african birthing chair history: Museum Representations of Motherhood and the Maternal
Rebecca Louise-Clarke, 2023-11-08 Museum Representations of Motherhood and the Maternal is the
first book to address the underrepresentation of motherhood in museums. Questioning how
mothering and maternal experiences should be represented in museums, Louise-Clarke argues that
such institutions wield the power to influence what we think about families, mothers and the labour
of care. Using the term ‘mothering’ to encompass lived experiences of mothering or caring that are
not exclusively tied to sex, gender, or the maternal body, Louise-Clarke explores the ways that
experiences of mothering can be represented in museums. The book begins this exploration with
Australia’s Museums Victoria (MV), then expands to look at international cases. Offering a blueprint
for what Louise-Clarke calls a ‘museology of mothering’, the book imagines what a museum that
articulates maternal subjectivities might look and sound like. Museum Representations of
Motherhood and the Maternal initiates a dialogue between museum studies and maternal studies,
making it essential reading for scholars and students working in both disciplines. Questioning
conventional museum practices and the values that underpin them, the book will also be of interest
to museum and heritage practitioners around the world.
  african birthing chair history: Activating the Past Andrew Apter, Lauren Derby, 2009-12-14
Activating the Past explores critical historical events and transformations associated with embodied
memories in the Black Atlantic world. The assembled case-studies disclose hidden historical



references to local and regional encounters with Atlantic modernity, focusing on religious festivals
that represent political and economic relationships in “fetishized” forms of power and value.
Although memories of the slave trade are rarely acknowledged in West Africa and the Americas,
they have retreated, so to speak, within ritual associations as restricted, repressed, even secret
histories that are activated during public festivals and through different styles of spirit possession.
In West Africa, our focus on selected port cities along the coast extends into the hinterlands, where
slave raiding occurred but is poorly documented and rarely acknowledged. In the Caribbean,
regional contrasts between coastal and hinterland communities relate figures of the jíbaro, the indio
and the caboclo to their ritual representations in Santería, Vodou, and Candomblé. Highlighting the
spatial association of memories with shrines and the ritual “condensation” of regional geographies,
we locate local spirits and domestic terrains within co-extensive Atlantic horizons. The volume
brings together leading scholars of the African Diaspora who not only explore these ritual archives
for significant echoes of the past, but also illuminate a subaltern historiography embedded within
Atlantic cultural systems.
  african birthing chair history: Nationalizing the Past S. Berger, C. Lorenz, 2016-01-19
Historians traditionally claim to be myth-breakers, but national history since the nineteenth century
shows quite a record in myth-making. This exciting new volume compares how national historians in
Europe have handled the opposing pulls of fact and fiction and shows which narrative strategies
have contributed to the success of national histories.
  african birthing chair history: Slavery and the Birth of an African City Kristin Mann,
2007-09-26 As the slave trade entered its last, illegal phase in the 19th century, the town of Lagos on
West Africa's Bight of Benin became one of the most important port cities north of the equator.
Slavery and the Birth of an African City explores the reasons for Lagos's sudden rise to power. By
linking the histories of international slave markets to those of the regional suppliers and slave
traders, Kristin Mann shows how the African slave trade forever altered the destiny of the tiny
kingdom of Lagos. This magisterial work uncovers the relationship between African slavery and the
growth of one of Africa's most vibrant cities.
  african birthing chair history: Historical Dictionary of African American Theater
Anthony D. Hill, 2018-11-09 This second edition of Historical Dictionary of African American Theater
reflects the rich history and representation of the black aesthetic and the significance of African
American theater’s history, fleeting present, and promise to the future. It celebrates nearly 200
years of black theater in the United States and the thousands of black theater artists across the
country—identifying representative black theaters, playwrights, plays, actors, directors, and
designers and chronicling their contributions to the field from the birth of black theater in 1816 to
the present. This second edition of Historical Dictionary of African American Theater, Second
Edition contains a chronology, an introduction, appendixes, and an extensive bibliography. The
dictionary section has over 700 cross-referenced entries on actors, playwrights, plays, musicals,
theatres, -directors, and designers. This book is an excellent resource for students, researchers, and
anyone wanting to know and more about African American Theater.
  african birthing chair history: Race, Maternity, and the Politics of Birth Control in South
Africa, 1910-39 S. Klausen, 2004-11-12 Using original primary sources, this book uncovers and
analyzes for the first time the politics of fertility and the battle over birth control in South Africa
from 1910 (the year the country was formed) to 1945. It examines the nature and achievements of
the South African birth-control movement in pre-apartheid South Africa, including the establishment
of voluntary birth-control organizations in urban centres, the national birth-control coalition, and the
clinic practices of the country's first birth-control clinics. The book spotlights important actors such
as the birth controllers themselves, the women of all 'races' who utilized the clinics' services and the
Department of Public Health, placing these within an international as well as national context.
  african birthing chair history: An Illustrated History of Health and Fitness, from
Pre-History to our Post-Modern World Roy J. Shephard, 2014-11-27 This book examines the
health/fitness interaction in an historical context. Beginning in primitive hunter-gatherer



communities, where survival required adequate physical activity, it goes on to consider changes in
health and physical activity at subsequent stages in the evolution of “civilization.” It focuses on the
health impacts of a growing understanding of medicine and physiology, and the emergence of a
middle-class with the time and money to choose between active and passive leisure pursuits. The
book reflects on urbanization and industrialization in relation to the need for public health measures,
and the ever-diminishing physical demands of the work-place. It then evaluates the attitudes of
prelates, politicians, philosophers and teachers at each stage of the process. Finally, the book
explores professional and governmental initiatives to increase public involvement in active leisure
through various school, worksite, recreational and sports programmes.
  african birthing chair history: Mothers and Daughters of Invention Autumn Stanley, 1995
Stanley traces women's inventions in five vital areas of technology worldwide--agriculture, medicine,
reproduction, machines, and computers.
  african birthing chair history: Dictionary of African Biography Emmanuel Kwaku
Akyeampong, Professor Henry Louis Gates, Jr., 2012-02-02 From the Pharaohs to Fanon, Dictionary
of African Biography provides a comprehensive overview of the lives of the men and women who
shaped Africa's history. Unprecedented in scale, DAB covers the whole continent from Tunisia to
South Africa, from Sierra Leone to Somalia. It also encompasses the full scope of history from Queen
Hatsheput of Egypt (1490-1468 BC) and Hannibal, the military commander and strategist of
Carthage (243-183 BC), to Kwame Nkrumah of Ghana (1909-1972), Miriam Makeba and Nelson
Mandela of South Africa (1918 -).
  african birthing chair history: Historical trauma and memory Pumla Gobodo-Madikizela, Eric
Ndushabandi, Kopano Ratele, 2021-12-06 How wounds from a previous generation may weigh on
children and grandchildren contain much of interest. Yet if we unpack the ghostly, the eerie, and the
spectral in transgenerational hauntings, if we allow for the suffering or the disturbed to forge social
links, such contacts may enable breaking into reconnections and afterlives. … One only needs to
think of the near epidemic of rape in South Africa to sense violent hypermasculinity erupting as
madness, mediated by a history of brutal, racialised reduction. But it is also important to move
beyond the brutalities and madness, to consider the individual and collective refigurations surfacing
out of layers of catastrophe. Nancy Rose Hunt: Conference Keynote Address, “Beyond Trauma?
Notes on a Word, a Frame, and a Diagnostic Category.” Historical Trauma and Memory: Living with
the Haunting Power of the Past is based on essays presented at a conference with the same name
which was held in Kigali, Rwanda in April 2019. The book gives readers front row seats as an
interdisciplinary group of scholars from law, psychology, history, the arts, anthropology, theology,
and philosophy address the complex matrix of the emotional legacies of historical trauma, cultural
legacies, people interacting with their social and political environment, and the interplay of these
factors in different post-conflict societies.
  african birthing chair history: Igbo in the Atlantic World Toyin Falola, Raphael Chijioke
Njoku, 2016-09-26 The Igbo are one of the most populous ethnic groups in Nigeria and are perhaps
best known and celebrated in the work of Chinua Achebe. In this landmark collection on Igbo society
and arts, Toyin Falola and Raphael Chijioke Njoku have compiled a detailed and innovative
examination of the Igbo experience in Africa and in the diaspora. Focusing on institutions and
cultural practices, the volume covers the enslavement, middle passage, and American experience of
the Igbo as well as their return to Africa and aspects of Igbo language, society, and cultural arts. By
employing a variety of disciplinary perspectives, this volume presents a comprehensive view of how
the Igbo were integrated into the Atlantic world through the slave trade and slavery, the
transformations of Igbo identities and culture, and the strategies for resistance employed by the
Igbo in the New World. Moving beyond descriptions of generic African experiences, this collection
includes 21 essays by prominent scholars throughout the world.
  african birthing chair history: Encyclopedia of African American History [3 volumes]
Leslie M. Alexander, Walter C. Rucker, 2010-02-09 A fresh compilation of essays and entries based
on the latest research, this work documents African American culture and political activism from the



slavery era through the 20th century. Encyclopedia of African American History introduces readers
to the significant people, events, sociopolitical movements, and ideas that have shaped African
American life from earliest contact between African peoples and Europeans through the late 20th
century. This encyclopedia places the African American experience in the context of the entire
African diaspora, with entries organized in sections on African/European contact and enslavement,
culture, resistance and identity during enslavement, political activism from the Revolutionary War to
Southern emancipation, political activism from Reconstruction to the modern Civil Rights movement,
black nationalism and urbanization, and Pan-Africanism and contemporary black America. Based on
the latest scholarship and engagingly written, there is no better go-to reference for exploring the
history of African Americans and their distinctive impact on American society, politics, business,
literature, art, food, clothing, music, language, and technology.
  african birthing chair history: The Court Midwife Justine Siegemund, 2007-11-01 First
published in 1690, The Court Midwife made Justine Siegemund (1636-1705) the spokesperson for
the art of midwifery at a time when most obstetrical texts were written by men. More than a
technical manual, The Court Midwife contains descriptions of obstetric techniques of midwifery and
its attendant social pressures. Siegemund's visibility as a writer, midwife, and proponent of an
incipient professionalism accorded her a status virtually unknown to German women in the
seventeenth century. Translated here into English for the first time, The Court Midwife contains
riveting birthing scenes, sworn testimonials by former patients, and a brief autobiography.
  african birthing chair history: The Columbia Guide to African American History Since 1939
Robert L. Harris, Rosalyn Terborg-Penn, 2006 This book is a multifaceted approach to
understanding the central developments in African American history since 1939. It combines a
historical overview of key personalities and movements with essays by leading scholars on specific
facets of the African American experience, a chronology of events, and a guide to further study.
Marian Anderson's famous 1939 concert in front of the Lincoln Memorial was a watershed moment
in the struggle for racial justice. Beginning with this event, the editors chart the historical efforts of
African Americans to address racism and inequality. They explore the rise of the Civil Rights and
Black Power movements and the national and international contexts that shaped their ideologies and
methods; consider how changes in immigration patterns have complicated the conventional
black/white dichotomy in U.S. society; discuss the often uneasy coexistence between a growing
African American middle class and a persistent and sizable underclass; and address the complexity
of the contemporary African American experience. Contributors consider specific issues in African
American life, including the effects of the postindustrial economy and the influence of music,
military service, sports, literature, culture, business, and the politics of self-designation, e.g.,Colored
vs. Negro, Black vs. African American. While emphasizing political and social developments, this
volume also illuminates important economic, military, and cultural themes. An invaluable resource,
The Columbia Guide to African American History Since 1939 provides a thorough understanding of a
crucial historical period.
  african birthing chair history: The Birth of a New South Africa T. R. H. Davenport,
1998-01-01 Davenport describes the changes that took place leading to the end of apartheid, the
process of reconciliation among the various elements of South African society, and discusses the
country's peace-making and constitution-building efforts.
  african birthing chair history: The Most Influential Contemporary African Diaspora Leaders
Dr. Roland A. Y. Holou, 2016-04-30 In this comprehensive reference and background book, Dr.
Roland Holou highlights the lives, visions, achievements, policies, and strategies of exceptional
contemporary African Diaspora leaders across the globe. This inspirational collection of biographies
motivates, challenges, and encourages current and future generations of people of African descent
to take initiative and offers guidance to those interested in Africas development. It enlightens and
empowers readers with stories that showcase the diversity, complexity, and richness of the ongoing
global African Diaspora engagement efforts. It also presents powerful accounts of experiences,
growth, struggle, failure, and success that will provoke interest in the field of Diaspora engagement



and inspire readers to stand up and face lifes many challenges. The featured leaders are known for
their long-lasting achievements. Their impressive actions both contributed to important historical
movements that significantly shaped and transformed the lives and history of people of African
descent and removed major roadblocks preventing the prosperity of Africa and its Diaspora. They
have brought about enormous and rare progress that would have been impossible without their
leadership; their contributions have greatly improved the freedom and economic and political
development of Africa and its Diaspora. If you are interested in learning the secrets of these modern
leaders who have accomplished outstanding tasks and demonstrated professional excellence and
character while performing duties related to Africa and its Diaspora, then this is the book for you.
Since influence can have negative effects as well, this book also addresses destructive actions of
certain leaders that are pulling down both Africa and its people. To learn more about this book,
please visit www.AfricanDiasporaLeaders.com.
  african birthing chair history: Thomas Dixon Jr. and the Birth of Modern America Michele K.
Gillespie, Randal L. Hall, 2009-08 Thomas Dixon, Jr. is best remembered as the author of the racist
novels that served as the basis for D. W. Griffith's controversial 1915 classic film The Birth of a
Nation. He also enjoyed great renown during his lifetime as a minister, lecturer, lawyer, and actor.
In Thomas Dixon Jr. and the Birth of Modern America, distinguished scholars of religion, film,
literature, music history and gender studies offer a provocative examination of Dixon's ideas,
personal life and career and, in the process, illuminate the evolution of white racist ideas in the early
twentieth century, and their legacy.
  african birthing chair history: History, Historians and Development Policy C.A. Bayly,
Vijayendra Rao, Simon Szreter, Michael Woolcock, 2020-02-28 This electronic version has been
made available under a Creative Commons (BY-NC-ND) open access license. If history matters for
understanding key development outcomes then surely historians should be active contributors to the
debates informing these understandings. This volume integrates, for the first time, contributions
from ten leading historians and seven policy advisors around the central development issues of
social protection, public health, public education and natural resource management. How did certain
ideas, and not others, gain traction in shaping particular policy responses? How did the content and
effectiveness of these responses vary across different countries, and indeed within them? Achieving
this is not merely a matter of seeking to 'know more' about specific times, places and issues, but
recognising the distinctive ways in which historians rigorously assemble, analyse and interpret
diverse forms of evidence. This book will appeal to students and scholars in development studies,
history, international relations, politics and geography as well as policy makers and those working
for or studying NGOs.
  african birthing chair history: J.B. Murray and the Scripts and Spirit Forms of Africa Licia
Clifton-James, Maude Southwell Wahlman, 2022-02-17 Providing an excellent example of why folk
artists can be appreciated as carriers of knowledge, even if they are unaware of it, this book could
change the ways we understand and appreciate American folk arts. Connecting a sharecropper from
Georgia in the Southern United States to a protector and healer in Touba, Senegal, West Africa, the
holy city of Mouridism, and the final resting place of its founder, Shaikh Ahmadou Bàmba Mbàcke, it
makes an interesting link while examining the cultural aspects of two very different and yet similar
paths of life. Historians and art historians alike will find this investigation of African American art
and folk culture both interesting and insightful. Not only does this book trace the characteristics of
art through the African Diaspora, but it also traces Islam through those same diasporic
transportations of colonial exploration and slavery.
  african birthing chair history: The Pan-African , 1901
  african birthing chair history: American Masculinities: A Historical Encyclopedia Bret
Carroll, 2003-10-14 This is a highly recommended purchase for undergraduate, medium-sized, and
large public libraries wishing to provide a substantial introduction to the field of men′s studies.
--Reference & User Services Quarterly Pleasing layout and good cross-references make Carroll′s
compendium a welcome addition to collections serving readers of all ages. Highly recommended.



--CHOICE An excellent index, well-chosen photographs and illustrations, and an extensive
bibliography add further value. American Masculinities is well worth what would otherise be too
hefty a price for many libraries because no other encyclopedia comes close to covering this growing
field so well. --American Reference Books Annual American Masculinities: A Historical Encyclopedia
is a first-of-its-kind reference, detailing developments in the growing field of men′s studies. This
up-to-date analytical review serves as a marker of how the field has evolved over the last decade,
especially since the 1993 publication of Anthony Rotundo′s American Manhood. This seminal book
opened new vistas for exploration and research into American History, society, and culture. Weaving
the fabric of American history, American Masculinities illustrates how American political leaders
have often used the rhetoric of manliness to underscore the presumed moral righteousness and
ostensibly protective purposes of their policies. Seeing U.S. history in terms of gender archetypes,
readers will gain a richer and deeper understanding of America′s democratic political system,
domestic and foreign policies, and capitalist economic system, as well as the private sphere of the
home and domestic life. The contributors to American Masculinities share the assumption that men′s
lives have been grounded fundamentally in gender, that is, in their awareness of themselves as
males. Their approach goes beyond scholarship which traditionally looks at men (and women) in
terms of what they do and how they have influenced a given field or era. Rather, this important work
delves into the psychological core of manhood which is shaped not only by biology, but also by
history, society, and culture. Encapsulating the current state of scholarly interpretation within the
field of Men′s Studies, American Masculinities: A Historical Encyclopedia is designed to help
students and scholars advance their studies, develop new questions for research, and stimulate new
ways of exploring the history of American life. Key Features - Reader′s Guide facilitates browsing by
topic and easy access to information - Extensive name, place, and concept index gives users an
additional means of locating topics of interest - More than 250 entries, each with suggestions for
further reading - Cross references direct users to related information - Comprehensive bibliography
includes a list of sources organized by categories in the field Topics Covered - Arts, Literature, and
Popular Culture - Body, Health, and Sexuality - Class, Ethnic, Racial, and Religious Identities -
Concepts and Theories - Family and Fatherhood - General History - Icons and Symbols - Leisure and
Work - Movements and Organizations - People - Political and Social Issues About the Editor Bret E.
Carroll is Associate Professor of History at California State University, Stanislaus. He received his
Ph.D. from Cornell University in 1991. He is author of The Routledge Historical Atlas of Religion in
America (1997), Spiritualism in Antebellum America (1997), and several articles on
nineteenth-century masculinity.
  african birthing chair history: Understanding and Teaching Contemporary US History
Since Reagan Kimber Quinney, Amy L. Sayward, 2022 Understanding and Teaching Contemporary
US History since Reagan is designed for teachers looking for new perspectives on teaching the
recent past, the period of US history often given the least attention in classrooms. Less of a
traditional textbook than a pedagogical Swiss Army knife, the volume offers a diversity of voices and
approaches to teaching a field that, by its very nature, invites vigorous debate and puts generational
differences in stark relief. Older history is likely to feel removed from the lived experiences of both
teachers and students, allowing for a certain dispassion of perspective. By contrast, contemporary
history creates unique challenges, as individual teachers and students may think they know what
really happened by virtue of their personal experiences. The volume addresses a wide swath of
topics, from social movements around identity and representation to the Supreme Court, law
enforcement, migration, climate change, and international relations. Emphasizing critical thinking
and primary-source analysis, it will aid teachers in creating an invigorating and democratizing
classroom experience. Intended for use in both secondary and postsecondary classrooms, the book's
structure allows for a variety of applications and invites a broad audience.
  african birthing chair history: Universal Historical Dictionary George Crabb, 1825
  african birthing chair history: African Athena Daniel Orrells, Gurminder K. Bhambra, Tessa
Roynon, 2011-10-27 African Athena examines the history of intellectuals and literary writers who



contested the white, dominant Euro-American constructions of the classical past and its influence on
the present.
  african birthing chair history: Cyclopaedia of American Biography , 1900
  african birthing chair history: The Twentieth Century Biographical Dictionary of Notable
Americans ... Rossiter Johnson, John Howard Brown, 1904
  african birthing chair history: Five Thousand Years of Slavery Marjorie Gann, Janet Willen,
2015-09-08 When they were too impoverished to raise their families, ancient Sumerians sold their
children into bondage. Slave women in Rome faced never-ending household drudgery. The
ninth-century Zanj were transported from East Africa to work the salt marshes of Iraq. Cotton
pickers worked under terrible duress in the American South. Ancient history? Tragically, no. In our
time, slavery wears many faces. James Kofi Annan's parents in Ghana sold him because they could
not feed him. Beatrice Fernando had to work almost around the clock in Lebanon. Julia Gabriel was
trafficked from Arizona to the cucumber fields of South Carolina. Five Thousand Years of Slavery
provides the suspense and emotional engagement of a great novel. It is an excellent resource with
its comprehensive historical narrative, firsthand accounts, maps, archival photos, paintings and
posters, an index, and suggestions for further reading. Much more than a reference work, it is a
brilliant exploration of the worst - and the best - in human society.
  african birthing chair history: Quarterly, Science and History of the Los Angeles County
Museum of Natural History , 1981
  african birthing chair history: Decolonizing African Knowledge Toyin Falola, 2022-07-14 Uses
textual and visual materials on the 'Self' to understand how African ways of thinking shape the
nature of societies.
  african birthing chair history: Lamb's Biographical Dictionary of the United States John
Howard Brown, 1900
  african birthing chair history: The Cambridge World History of Sexualities: Volume 1,
General Overviews Merry E. Wiesner-Hanks, Mathew Kuefler, 2024-04-30 Volume I offers
historiographical surveys and general overviews of central topics in the history of world sexualities.
Split across twenty-two chapters, this volume places the history of sexuality in dialogue with
anthropology, women's history, LGBTQ+ history, queer theory, and public history, as well as
examining the impact Freud and Foucault have had on the history of sexuality. The volume continues
by providing overviews on the sexual body, family and marriage, the intersections of sexuality with
race and class, male and female homoerotic relations, trans and gender variant sexuality, the sale of
sex, sexual violence, sexual science, sexuality and emotion, erotic art and literature, and the material
culture of sexuality.
  african birthing chair history: The Intellectual Landscape in the Works of J. M. Coetzee
Timothy J. Mehigan, Christian Moser, 2018 New essays examining the intellectual allegiances of
Coetzee, arguably the most decorated and critically acclaimed writer of fiction in English today and
a deeply intellectual and philosophical writer.
  african birthing chair history: Reader's Guide to American History Peter J. Parish,
2013-06-17 There are so many books on so many aspects of the history of the United States, offering
such a wide variety of interpretations, that students, teachers, scholars, and librarians often need
help and advice on how to find what they want. The Reader's Guide to American History is designed
to meet that need by adopting a new and constructive approach to the appreciation of this rich
historiography. Each of the 600 entries on topics in political, social and economic history describes
and evaluates some 6 to 12 books on the topic, providing guidance to the reader on everything from
broad surveys and interpretive works to specialized monographs. The entries are devoted to events
and individuals, as well as broader themes, and are written by a team of well over 200 contributors,
all scholars of American history.
  african birthing chair history: Orality, Literacy, and Colonialism in Southern Africa Jonathan
A. Draper, 2003 Literacy is essentially about the control of information, memory, and belief, and
with colonialism in Southern Africa came the Bible and text-based literacy monitored by missionaries



and colonial authorities. Old and new oral traditions, however, are beyond the control of empire and
often carry the resistance, hopes, and dreams of colonized people. The essays in this volume recover
aspects of Southern Africa's rich oral tradition. The authors, from disciplines such as anthropology,
African literature, and biblical studies, delineate some of the contours of the indigenous knowledge
systems which sustained resistance to colonialism and today provide resources for postapartheid
society in Southern Africa.
  african birthing chair history: History at Illinois University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign.
Dept. of History, 2001
  african birthing chair history: Revolutionizing Women's Healthcare Hannah
Dudley-Shotwell, 2020-03-13 Revolutionizing Women's Healthcare is the story of a feminist
experiment: the self-help movement. Tired of doctors who saw them as silly little girls, shame over
birth control, abortions in back alleys, and little control over their reproductive lives, feminists
created the self-help movement. In an effort to revolutionize women's healthcare they founded
clinics, created books and movies, raided medical institutions, performed abortions, and created
national organizations.
  african birthing chair history: A Revolutionary for Our Time Leo Zeilig, 2022-03-22 Walter
Rodney was a scholar, working class militant, and revolutionary from Guyana. Strongly influenced by
Marxist ideas, he remains central to radical Pan-Africanist thought for large numbers of activists’
today. Rodney lived through the failed –though immensely hopeful -socialist experiments in the
1960s and 1970s, in Tanzania and elsewhere. The book critically considers Rodney's contribution to
Marxist theory and history, his relationship to dependency theory and the contemporary significance
of his work in the context of movements and politics today. The first full-length study of Rodney’s
life, this book is an essential introduction to Rodney's work.
  african birthing chair history: Twentieth Century Anglican Theologians Stephen Burns, Bryan
Cones, James Tengatenga, 2020-12-21 A scholarly volume that reflects the rich diversity of Anglican
theology With contributions from an international panel of writers, Twentieth-Century Anglican
Theologians offers a wide-ranging view that presents a survey of over twenty diverse Anglican
thinkers. The book explores well-known figures including William Temple, Austin Farrer, Donald
MacKinnon, and John A.T. Robinson. These theologians are set in a wider context alongside others
from India, China, Australia, Ghana, and elsewhere. Notably, the subjects include a number of
women from Evelyn Underhill, the first woman to teach the clergy of the Church of England, to
Esther Mombo, a major contemporary Anglican figure, from Kenya. The book reflects the rich
diversity of Anglicanism, suggesting the ongoing vitality of this religious tradition. This important
book: Contains information on a number of prominent women Anglican thinkers Includes
contributions from experts from around the world Presents material on both familiar figures and
others that are unjustly little known Written for students and teachers of Anglicanism, Anglican
clergy, and ecumenical colleagues, Twentieth-Century Anglican Theologians is the first book to
reflect the diversity of the Anglican tradition by considering its global theological representatives.
  african birthing chair history: The History of Africa Molefi Kete Asante, 2014-10-10 There
is a paradox about Africa: it remains a subject that attracts considerable attention yet rarely is there
a full appreciation of its complexity. African historiography has typically consisted of writing Africa
for Europe—instead of writing Africa for itself, as itself, from its own perspectives. The History of
Africa redresses this by letting the perspectives of Africans themselves take center stage.
Authoritative and comprehensive, this book provides a wide-ranging history of Africa from earliest
prehistory to the present day—using the cultural, social, political, and economic lenses of Africa as
instruments to illuminate the ordinary lives of Africans. The result is a fresh survey that includes a
wealth of indigenous ideas, African concepts, and traditional outlooks that have escaped the writing
of African history in the West. The new edition includes information on the Arab Spring, the rise of
FrancAfrica, the presence of the Chinese in Africa, and the birth of South Sudan. The chapters go up
to the present day, addressing US President Barack Obama's policies toward Africa. A new
companion website provides students and scholars of Africa with access to a wealth of supporting



resources for each chapter, including images, video and audio clips, and links to sites for further
research. This straightforward, illustrated, and factual text allows the reader to access the major
developments, personalities, and events on the African continent. This groundbreaking survey is an
indispensable guide to African history.
  african birthing chair history: We Specialize in the Wholly Impossible Darlene Clark
Hine, Wilma King, Linda Reed, 1995-04 Essays by 30 authors attempt to reclaim and to create
heightened awareness about individuals, contributions, and struggles that have made African
American women's survival and progress possible.
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