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Introduction:

An African American literature class offers a unique and crucial lens through
which to understand the complexities of American history, culture, and
identity. More than just a survey of literary works, such a class provides a
space to grapple with the enduring legacy of slavery, the ongoing struggle
for racial justice, and the vibrant tapestry of Black cultural expression.
This article will explore the significance and relevance of an African
American literature class, examining its pedagogical approaches, the range of
literary forms it encompasses, and its broader intellectual contributions.

The Historical Context of African American Literature:

Understanding the historical context is paramount to appreciating an African
American literature class. The genre emerged from the crucible of slavery and
oppression, with early forms of expression often taking covert or coded
shapes, like spirituals and folktales. These forms served as powerful tools
for resistance, community building, and the preservation of cultural
heritage. The class will trace this evolution, highlighting the crucial
transition from enslaved narratives to the powerful voices of the Harlem
Renaissance, the Civil Rights Movement literature, and the contemporary
expressions of the Black literary experience.

Exploring Diverse Literary Forms and Themes:

An African American literature class is far from monolithic. It encompasses a
vast range of genres, including:

Slave Narratives: These firsthand accounts offer harrowing yet often



inspirational insights into the lived experiences of enslaved people,
challenging dominant narratives and revealing the resilience of the human
spirit. Analyzing these narratives within the context of their historical
production sheds light on their rhetorical strategies and their impact on the
abolitionist movement.

Poetry: From the spirituals to the modernist works of Langston Hughes and
Claude McKay, to the contemporary verse of poets like Natasha Trethewey and
Rita Dove, poetry provides a powerful vehicle for exploring themes of
identity, freedom, and social Jjustice. The class will examine the distinct
poetic styles and techniques employed by Black poets and their contribution
to the broader American literary landscape.

Drama: August Wilson's ten-play cycle stands as a monumental achievement,
chronicling the African American experience throughout the 20th century.
Studying his works allows for an exploration of theatrical conventions, the
representation of Black life on stage, and the complexities of identity
formation within a racially stratified society.

Fiction: From the groundbreaking novels of Richard Wright to the contemporary
works of Toni Morrison and Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie, fiction offers a rich
tapestry of narratives that explore the multifaceted realities of Black life
in America and the African diaspora. An African American literature class
will analyze the literary techniques employed by these authors, their
stylistic innovations, and their contributions to literary theory.

Autobiography and Memoir: These personal narratives offer deeply intimate and
often revealing accounts of individual lives, providing valuable counter-
narratives to dominant historical accounts. The class will examine the
subjective nature of memory and the ethical considerations involved in
representing personal experiences.

Critical Approaches to African American Literature:

The study of African American literature necessitates the use of diverse
critical lenses. These may include:

Critical Race Theory: This framework helps to analyze the ways in which race
and racism shape literary production, reception, and interpretation. It
allows for a deeper understanding of the historical and ongoing effects of
systemic racism on Black communities.

Postcolonial Theory: This perspective helps to analyze the impact of
colonialism and its lingering effects on the African diaspora, highlighting
the complexities of identity formation and cultural hybridity.

Feminist and Gender Studies: Analyzing the representation of Black women in
literature allows for a more nuanced understanding of the intersectional
nature of race, gender, and class.

Psychoanalytic Criticism: Exploring the psychological dimensions of identity
and trauma offers a unique lens for interpreting the narratives and
characters found within African American literature.

The Significance and Relevance of an African American Literature Class:

An African American literature class is not merely an academic exercise; it
holds profound significance for several reasons:



Cultural Preservation: The class helps preserve and celebrate the rich
cultural heritage of African Americans, ensuring that these narratives remain
accessible and relevant to future generations.

Social Justice: By engaging with the themes of oppression, resistance, and
resilience, the class promotes social justice and encourages critical
reflection on systemic racism.

Identity Formation: For Black students, the class can serve as a powerful
affirmation of their identity and a source of pride in their heritage. For
non-Black students, the class provides an opportunity to gain a deeper
understanding of the Black experience and challenge their own preconceptions.

Literary Enrichment: The class exposes students to a wide range of literary
styles and techniques, enriching their understanding of literature as a
whole.

Conclusion:

An African American literature class is an invaluable educational experience
that enriches the understanding of American history, culture, and identity.
By exploring the historical context, literary forms, and critical
perspectives that shape the field, students gain a deeper appreciation for
the power and complexity of Black literary expression and its enduring
contribution to the broader American literary landscape. The class encourages
critical thinking, empathy, and a commitment to social justice. It is an
essential component of a well-rounded education.

FAQs:

1. What are the prerequisites for an African American Literature class?
Prerequisites vary by institution, but often include general English
composition courses.

1. What types of assignments can I expect in an African American Literature
class? Assignments typically include essays, research papers,
presentations, and class discussions.

1. Is this class suitable for students who are unfamiliar with African
American literature? Absolutely! The class is designed to be accessible
to students of all backgrounds.

1. Will the class cover contemporary literature? Yes, many classes
incorporate contemporary authors and works.



1. How does this class relate to other disciplines? It connects to history,
sociology, political science, and cultural studies.

1. Are there specific texts commonly studied in an African American
Literature class? Yes, common texts include works by authors like Toni
Morrison, Langston Hughes, Richard Wright, and August Wilson, but the
specific readings vary.

1. What kind of critical thinking skills will I develop in this class?
You'll improve your analytical, interpretive, and argumentative skills.

1. How will this class help me in my future career? It enhances
communication, critical thinking, and research skills, valuable in many
fields.

1. Can I take this class online? Many universities offer online versions of
African American literature classes.

Related Articles:

1. The Harlem Renaissance: A Flourishing of Black Literary Talent: Explores
the historical context and key figures of the Harlem Renaissance.

2. Toni Morrison's Beloved: A Critical Analysis: A deep dive into
Morrison's masterpiece and its exploration of trauma and history.

3. August Wilson's Fences: Race, Family, and the American Dream: Analyzes
Wilson's play and its depiction of the Black experience in the mid-20th
century.

4. The Power of Slave Narratives: Voices of Resistance and Resilience:
Examines the historical significance and literary strategies of slave
narratives.

5. Contemporary African American Poetry: New Voices, New Perspectives:
Highlights the works of contemporary Black poets and their unique
contributions.

6. The Representation of Black Women in Literature: Focuses on the
portrayal of Black women's experiences across various literary genres.

7. African American Literature and the Civil Rights Movement: Explores the
relationship between literature and the social and political movements
of the era.



8. Postcolonial Influences on African American Literature: Examines the
impact of postcolonial theory on the interpretation and understanding of
African American literary works.

9. Teaching African American Literature: Pedagogical Approaches and
Challenges: Discusses best practices and challenges in teaching African
American literature in the classroom.

african american literature class: Race Sounds Nicole Brittingham Furlonge, 2018-05-15
Forging new ideas about the relationship between race and sound, Furlonge explores how black
artists--including well-known figures such as writers Ralph Ellison and Zora Neale Hurston, and
singers Bettye LaVette and Aretha Franklin, among others--imagine listening. Drawing from a
multimedia archive, Furlonge examines how many of the texts call on readers to listen in print. In
the process, she gives us a new way to read and interpret these canonical, aurally inflected texts,
and demonstrates how listening allows us to engage with the sonic lives of difference as readers,
thinkers, and citizens.

african american literature class: African-American Literature Demetrice A. Worley, Jesse
Perry, 1998 A collection of eighty-five selections that exemplify the range and depth of the writing of
Africian Americans. f.

african american literature class: The Life of Frederick Douglass David F. Walker,
2019-01-08 A graphic novel biography of the escaped slave, abolitionist, public speaker, and most
photographed man of the nineteenth century, based on his autobiographical writings and speeches,
spotlighting the key events and people that shaped the life of this great American. Recently returned
to the cultural spotlight, Frederick Douglass's impact on American history is felt even in today's
current events. Comic book writer and filmmaker David F. Walker joins with the art team of Damon
Smyth and Marissa Louise to bring the long, exciting, and influential life of Douglass to life in comic
book form. Taking you from Douglass's life as a young slave through his forbidden education to his
escape and growing prominence as a speaker, abolitionist, and influential cultural figure during the
Civil War and beyond, The Life of Frederick Douglass presents a complete illustrated portrait of the
man who stood up and spoke out for freedom and equality. Along the way, special features provide
additional background on the history of slavery in the United States, the development of
photography (which would play a key role in the spread of Douglass's image and influence), and the
Civil War. Told from Douglass's point of view and based on his own writings, The Life of Frederick
Douglass provides an up-close-and-personal look at a history-making American who was larger than
life.

african american literature class: The Hybrid Teacher Emma Pass, 2021-07-14 A practical,
educational technology resource for educators teaching remotely or in the classroom The most
effective hybrid teachers are those that have a vast knowledge of instructional strategies,
technologies, tools, and resources, and can masterfully build meaningful relationships with students
in-person and through a screen. The Hybrid Teacher: Using Technology to Teach In-Person and
Online will teach educators to leverage the technology they have access to both in their traditional
brick-and-mortar classrooms and in remote learning environments, including established online and
hybrid schools; emergency response models for pandemics, natural disasters; rural education; and
connecting with students who can't make it to school. Many of us had to adapt to online teaching
during the COVID-19 pandemic, but we still need resources for optimizing our instruction and
becoming the best teachers we can be. This book is a practical guide for teachers who want to
prepare for current and future remote instruction or leverage the best practices of remote
instruction and EdTech tools to bring back to their brick-and-mortar classrooms. Inside, you'll learn
about the impact of social and economic differences on classroom technology, and you'll find




strategies and advice for maximizing success in each situation. Learn how best to leverage
technology in traditional brick-and-mortar and remote classrooms, with case studies of the hybrid
school model Gain tips and techniques to ensure that your teachers, students, and parents have the
skills to succeed with technology Discover strategies for setting norms and expectations and
transitioning between online and traditional learning Put into place proven methods for
accountability and assessment of classroom successes Gain resources to the most effective
educational technologies available today in multiple subject areas including English language arts,
science, math, social studies, visual arts, dance, drama, music, and general education View sample
lesson plans for how to implement tools into your classroom, build culture and community, and
adapt for different learners Given the current push to remote teaching during the pandemic and the
uncertainty over what the return to school and the traditional brick-and-mortar classroom will look
like, The Hybrid Teacher will be an invaluable resource on the shelves of teachers and
administrators alike.

african american literature class: African American Literature Beyond Race Gene
Andrew Jarrett, 2006-04 An anthology of 16 stories and excerpts from novels by African American
writers includes critical essays on each author by a variety of scholars.

african american literature class: Black Voices Various, 2001-04-01 “If you don’t know my
name, you don’t know your own.”—James Baldwin An anthology of African-American literature
featuring contributions from some of the most prominent Black and African-American authors of our
time, including James Baldwin, Arna Bontemps, Gwendolyn Brooks, W. E. B. Du Bois, Ralph Ellison,
Langston Hughes, Leroi Jones, Margaret Walker, Richard Wright, Malcom X, and many more.
Featuring fiction, poetry, autobiography, and literary criticism, Black Voices captures the diverse
and powerful words of a literary explosion, the ramifications of which can be seen and heard in the
works of today’s African-American artists. A comprehensive and impressive primer, this anthology
presents some of the greatest and most enduring work born out of the African-American experience
in the United States. Contributors Also Include: Sterling A. Brown Charles W. Chesnutt John Henrik
Clarke Countee Cullen Frederick Douglass Paul Laurence Dunbar James Weldon Johnson Naomi
Long Madgett Paule Marshall Clarence Major Claude McKay Ann Petry Dudley Randall J. Saunders
Redding Jean Toomer Darwin T. Turner Lerone Bennett, Jr. Frank London Brown Arthur P. Davis
Frank Marshall Davis Owen Dodson Mari Evans Rudolph Fisher Dan Georgakas Robert Hayden
Frank Horne Blyden Jackson Lance Jeffers Fenton Johnson George E. Kent Alain Locke Diane Oliver
Stanley Sanders Richard G. Stern Sterling Stuckey Melvin B. Tolson

african american literature class: African American Literature , 2004

african american literature class: Nationalism, Marxism, and African American Literature
between the Wars Anthony Dawahare, 2009-09-18 During and after the Harlem Renaissance, two
intellectual forces—nationalism and Marxism—clashed and changed the future of African American
writing. Current literary thinking says that writers with nationalist leanings wrote the most relevant
fiction, poetry, and prose of the day. Nationalism, Marxism, and African American Literature
Between the Wars: A New Pandora's Box challenges that notion. It boldly proposes that such writers
as A. Philip Randolph, Langston Hughes, and Richard Wright, who often saw the world in terms of
class struggle, did more to advance the anti-racist politics of African American letters than writers
such as Countee Cullen, Jessie Redmon Fauset, Alain Locke, and Marcus Garvey, who remained
enmeshed in nationalist and racialist discourse. Evaluating the great impact of Marxism and
nationalism on black authors from the Harlem Renaissance and the Depression era, Anthony
Dawahare argues that the spread of nationalist ideologies and movements between the world wars
did guide legitimate political desires of black writers for a world without racism. But the nationalist
channels of political and cultural resistance did not address the capitalist foundation of modern
racial discrimination. During the period known as the “Red Decade” (1929-1941), black writers
developed some of the sharpest critiques of the capitalist world and thus anticipated contemporary
scholarship on the intellectual and political hazards of nationalism for the working class. As it
examines the progression of the Great Depression, the book focuses on the shift of black writers to




the Communist Left, including analyses of the Communists' position on the “Negro Question,” the
radical poetry of Langston Hughes, and the writings of Richard Wright.

african american literature class: What Was African American Literature? Kenneth W.
Warren, 2011-05-03 African American literature is over. With this provocative claim Kenneth Warren
sets out to identify a distinctly African American literature—and to change the terms with which we
discuss it. Rather than contest other definitions, Warren makes a clear and compelling case for
understanding African American literature as creative and critical work written by black Americans
within and against the strictures of Jim Crow America. Within these parameters, his book outlines
protocols of reading that best make sense of the literary works produced by African American
writers and critics over the first two-thirds of the twentieth century. In Warren’s view, African
American literature begged the question: what would happen to this literature if and when Jim Crow
was finally overthrown? Thus, imagining a world without African American literature was essential
to that literature. In support of this point, Warren focuses on three moments in the history of Phylon,
an important journal of African American culture. In the dialogues Phylon documents, the question
of whether race would disappear as an organizing literary category emerges as shared ground for
critical and literary practice. Warren also points out that while scholarship by black Americans has
always been the province of a petit bourgeois elite, the strictures of Jim Crow enlisted these writers
in a politics that served the race as a whole. Finally, Warren’s work sheds light on the current
moment in which advocates of African American solidarity insist on a past that is more productively
put behind us.

african american literature class: African-American Classics William Edward Burghardt Du
Bois, Langston Hughes, James Weldon Johnson, Florence Lewis Bentley, Alice Moore
Dunbar-Nelson, Zora Neale Hurston, Claude McKay, Jean Toomer, Robert W. Bagnall, Paul Laurence
Dunbar, James David Corrothers, Ethel M. Caution, Charles Waddell Chesnutt, Effie Lee Newsome,
Leila Amos Pendleton, Frances Ellen Watkins Harper, James Edwin Campbell, 2011 Great stories
and poems from America's earliest Black writers--Cover.

african american literature class: African American Literature in Transition,
1900-1910: Volume 7 Shirley Moody-Turner, 2021-05-13 African American Literature in
Transition, 1900-1910 offers a wide ranging, multi-disciplinary approach to early twentieth century
African American literature and culture. It showcases the literary and cultural productions that took
shape in the critical years after Reconstruction, but before the Harlem Renaissance, the period
known as the nadir of African American history. It undercovers the dynamic work being done by
Black authors, painters, photographers, poets, editors, boxers, and entertainers to shape 'New
Negro' identities and to chart a new path for a new century. The book is structured into four key
areas: Black publishing and print culture; innovations in genre and form; the race, class and gender
politics of literary and cultural production; and new geographies of Black literary history. These
overarching themes, along with the introduction of established figures and movement, alongside
lesser known texts and original research, offer a radical re-conceptualization of this critical, but
understudied period in African American literary history.

african american literature class: Middle-Class African American English Tracey Weldon,
2021-02-04 From its historical development to its current context, this is the first full-length
overview of middle-class African American English.

african american literature class: The Conjure Woman Charles Waddell Chesnutt, 1900

african american literature class: The Prentice Hall Anthology of African American
Literature Rochelle Smith, Sharon Lynette Jones, 2000 B> Tracing African American literary and
artistic contributions from the 1700s to the 1990s, this anthology presents a diverse collection that
includes fiction, nonfiction, poetry, drama, speeches, songs, paintings and photography. Readers
learn about historical context, literary content, and rhetorical strategies while exploring sections on
The Colonial Period (1746-1800), The Reconstruction Period (1865-1900), The Harlem Renaissance
Period (1900-1940), The Protest Movement (1940-1959), The Black Aesthetics Movement
(1960-1969), The Neo-Realism Movement (1970-Present), and Literary Criticism. For those



interested in African American literature, art, and history.

african american literature class: The Norton Anthology of African American Literature
Henry Louis Gates (Jr.), Valerie Smith, 2014 An exciting revision of the best-selling anthology for
African American literary survey courses.

african american literature class: White Scholars/African American Texts Lisa Long,
2005-09-02 What makes someone an authority? What makes one person's knowledge more credible
than another's? In the ongoing debates over racial authenticity, some attest that we can know each
other's experiences simply because we are all human, while others assume a more skeptical stance,
insisting that racial differences create unbridgeable gaps in knowledge. Bringing new perspectives
to these perennial debates, the essays in this collection explore the many difficulties created by the
fact that white scholars greatly outnumber black scholars in the study and teaching of African
American literature. Contributors, including some of the most prominent theorists in the field as well
as younger scholars, examine who is speaking, what is being spoken and what is not, and why
framing African American literature in terms of an exclusive black/white racial divide is problematic
and limiting. In highlighting the whiteness of some African Americanists, the collection does not
imply that the teaching or understanding of black literature by white scholars is definitively
impossible. Indeed such work is not only possible, but imperative. Instead, the essays aim to open a
much needed public conversation about the real and pressing challenges that white scholars face in
this type of work, as well as the implications of how these challenges are met.

african american literature class: Long Way Down Jason Reynolds, 2020-10-13 A Time Best
YA Book of All Time (2021) Jason Reynolds’s Newbery Honor, Printz Honor, and Coretta Scott King
Honor-winning, #1 New York Times bestselling novel Long Way Down is now a gripping,
galvanizing graphic novel, with haunting artwork by Danica Novgorodoff. Will’s older brother,
Shawn, has been shot. Dead. Will feels a sadness so great, he can’t explain it. But in his
neighborhood, there are THE RULES: No. 1: Crying. Don’t. No matter what. No. 2: Snitching Don’t.
No matter what. No. 3: Revenge Do. No matter what. But bullets miss. You can get the wrong guy.
And there’s always someone else who knows to follow the rules...

african american literature class: Deans and Truants Gene Andrew Jarrett, 2013-03-01 For a
work to be considered African American literature, does it need to focus on black characters or
political themes? Must it represent these within a specific stylistic range? Or is it enough for the
author to be identified as African American? In Deans and Truants, Gene Andrew Jarrett traces the
shifting definitions of African American literature and the authors who wrote beyond those
boundaries at the cost of critical dismissal and, at times, obscurity. From the late nineteenth century
to the end of the twentieth, de facto deans—critics and authors as different as William Howells, Alain
Locke, Richard Wright, and Amiri Baraka—prescribed the shifting parameters of realism and racial
subject matter appropriate to authentic African American literature, while truant authors such as
Paul Laurence Dunbar, George S. Schuyler, Frank Yerby, and Toni Morrison—perhaps the most
celebrated African American author of the twentieth century—wrote literature anomalous to those
standards. Jarrett explores the issues at stake when Howells, the Dean of American Letters, argues
in 1896 that only Dunbar's entirely black verse, written in dialect, would succeed. Three decades
later, Locke, the cultural arbiter of the Harlem Renaissance, stands in contrast to Schuyler, a
journalist and novelist who questions the existence of a peculiarly black or New Negro art. Next,
Wright's 1937 blueprint for African American writing sets the terms of the Chicago Renaissance, but
Yerby's version of historical romance approaches race and realism in alternative literary ways.
Finally, Deans and Truants measures the gravitational pull of the late 1960s Black Aesthetic in
Baraka's editorial silence on Toni Morrison's first and only short story, Recitatif. Drawing from a
wealth of biographical, historical, and literary sources, Deans and Truants describes the changing
notions of race, politics, and gender that framed and were framed by the authors and critics of
African American culture for more than a century.

african american literature class: To Make Negro Literature Elizabeth McHenry,
2021-08-09 In To Make Negro Literature Elizabeth McHenry traces African American authorship in



the decade following the 1896 legalization of segregation. She shifts critical focus from the
published texts of acclaimed writers to unfamiliar practitioners whose works reflect the
unsettledness of African American letters in this period. Analyzing literary projects that were
unpublished, unsuccessful, or only partially achieved, McHenry recovers a hidden genealogy of
Black literature as having emerged tentatively, laboriously, and unevenly. She locates this history in
books sold by subscription, in lists and bibliographies of African American authors and books
assembled at the turn of the century, in the act of ghostwriting, and in manuscripts submitted to
publishers for consideration and the letters of introduction that accompanied them. By attending to
these sites and prioritizing overlooked archives, McHenry reveals a radically different literary
landscape, revising concepts of Black authorship and offering a fresh account of the development of
“Negro literature” focused on the never published, the barely read, and the unconventional.

african american literature class: U.S. History P. Scott Corbett, Volker Janssen, John M.
Lund, Todd Pfannestiel, Sylvie Waskiewicz, Paul Vickery, 2024-09-10 U.S. History is designed to
meet the scope and sequence requirements of most introductory courses. The text provides a
balanced approach to U.S. history, considering the people, events, and ideas that have shaped the
United States from both the top down (politics, economics, diplomacy) and bottom up (eyewitness
accounts, lived experience). U.S. History covers key forces that form the American experience, with
particular attention to issues of race, class, and gender.

african american literature class: Call And Response Patricia Liggins Hill, Trudier Harris,
Bernard W. Bell, R. Baxter Miller, William J. Harris, 2003-10 This comprehensive, chronological
anthology of African and African American literature asserts that there is a distinctly black literary
and cultural aesthetic, one that originated in the oral traditions of Africa and was kept alive during
the American slavery experience. This text represents the centuries-long emergence of this aesthetic
in poetry, fiction, drama, essays, speeches, sermons, criticism, journals, and the full range of song
lyrics from the spiritual to rap. Produced in conjunction with the Smithsonian Institution, the audio
CD is a one-of-a-kind collection of many of the poems, chants, and songs included in the book.

african american literature class: The Matter of Black Living Autumn Womack, 2022-04-04
What did the Negro problem, as it was called at the turn of the twentieth century, look like? Autumn
Womack's study examines efforts to visualize Black social life through new technologies and
disciplines-from photography and film to statistics-in the decades between 1880 and 1930. Womack
describes nothing less than a racial data revolution, one in which social scientists, reformers, and
theorists rendered Black life an inanimate object of inquiry. At the very same time, Black cultural
producers staged their own kind of revolution, undisciplining racial data in ways that challenged
normative visual regimes and capturing the dynamism of Black social life. Womack focuses on
figures like W.E.B DuBois, Kelly Miller, Sutton Griggs, and Zora Neale Hurston, as well as
lesser-known editors, social reformers, and performers. She shows how they harnessed media as
diverse as the social survey, the novel, the stage, and early motion pictures to reform visual
practices and recalibrate the relationship between data and black life--

african american literature class: Honey from the Lion Wendy Laura Belcher, 1988

african american literature class: Within the Circle Angelyn Mitchell, 1994 Within the Circle
is the first anthology to present the entire spectrum of twentieth-century African American literary
and cultural criticism. It begins with the Harlem Renaissance, continues through civil rights, the
Black Arts Movement, and on into contemporary debates of poststructuralist and black feminist
theory. Drawing on a quote from Frederick Douglass for the title of this book, Angelyn Mitchell
explains in her introduction the importance for those within the circle of African American literature
to examine their own works and to engage this critical canon. The essays in this collection--many of
which are not widely available today--either initiated or gave critical definition to specific periods or
movements of African American literature. They address issues such as integration, separatism,
political action, black nationalism, Afrocentricity, black feminism, as well as the role of art, the
artist, the critic, and the audience. With selections from Langston Hughes, Sterling Brown, W. E. B.
DuBois, Zora Neale Hurston, Richard Wright, James Baldwin, Toni Morrison, Barbara Smith, Alice



Walker, Henry Louis Gates, Jr., and many others, this definitive collection provides a dynamic model
of the cultural, ideological, historical, and aesthetic considerations in African American literature
and literary criticism. A major contribution to the study of African American literature, this volume
will serve as a foundation for future work by students and scholars. Its importance will be
recognized by all those interested in modern literary theory as well as general readers concerned
with the African American experience. Selections by (partial list): Houston A. Baker, Jr., James
Baldwin, Sterling Brown, Barbara Christian, W. E. B. DuBois, Ralph Ellison, LeRoi Jones, Sarah
Webster Fabio, Henry Louis Gates, Jr., W. Lawrence Hogue, Langston Hughes, Zora Neale Hurston,
Alain Locke, Deborah E. McDowell, Toni Morrison, J. Saunders Redding, George Schuyler, Barbara
Smith, Valerie Smith, Hortense J. Spillers, Robert B. Stepto, Alice Walker, Margaret Walker, Mary
Helen Washington, Richard Wright

african american literature class: Post-Bellum, Pre-Harlem Barbara McCaskill, Caroline
Gebhard, 2006 The years between the collapse of Reconstruction and the end of World War I mark a
pivotal moment in African American cultural production. Christened the “Post-Bellum-Pre-Harlem”
era by the novelist Charles Chesnutt, these years look back to the antislavery movement and forward
to the artistic flowering and racial self-consciousness of the Harlem Renaissance. Post-Bellum,
Pre-Harlem offers fresh perspectives on the literary and cultural achievements of African American
men and women during this critically neglected, though vitally important, period of our nation's
past. Using a wide range of disciplinary approaches, the sixteen scholars gathered here offer both a
reappraisal and celebration of African American cultural production during these influential
decades. Alongside discussions of political and artistic icons such as Booker T. Washington, W.E.B.
Du Bois, Henry Ossawa Tanner, and James Weldon Johnson are essays revaluing figures such as the
writers Paul and Alice Dunbar-Nelson, the New England painter Edward Mitchell Bannister, and
Georgia-based activists Lucy Craft Laney and Emmanuel King Love. Contributors explore an array of
forms from fine art to anti-lynching drama, from sermons to ragtime and blues, and from dialect
pieces and early black musical theater to serious fiction. Contributors include: Frances Smith Foster,
Carla L. Peterson, Gwendolyn DuBois Shaw, Audrey Thomas McCluskey, Barbara Ryan, Robert M.
Dowling, Barbara A. Baker, Paula Bernat Bennett, Philip ]J. Kowalski, Nikki L. Brown, Koritha A.
Mitchell, Margaret Crumpton Winter, Rhonda Reymond, and Andrew ]J. Scheiber.

african american literature class: Black Atlas Judith Madera, 2015-06-19 Black Atlas presents
definitive new approaches to black geography. It focuses attention on the dynamic relationship
between place and African American literature during the long nineteenth century, a volatile epoch
of national expansion that gave rise to the Civil War, Reconstruction, pan-Americanism, and the
black novel. Judith Madera argues that spatial reconfiguration was a critical concern for the era's
black writers, and she also demonstrates how the possibility for new modes of representation could
be found in the radical redistricting of space. Madera reveals how crucial geography was to the
genre-bending works of writers such as William Wells Brown, Martin Delany, James Beckwourth,
Pauline Hopkins, Charles Chesnutt, and Alice Dunbar-Nelson. These authors intervened in major
nineteenth-century debates about free soil, regional production, Indian deterritorialization, internal
diasporas, pan-American expansionism, and hemispheric circuitry. Black geographies stood in for
what was at stake in negotiating a shared world.

african american literature class: Bars Fight Lucy Terry Prince, 2020-10-01 Bars Fight, a
ballad telling the tale of an ambush by Native Americans on two families in 1746 in a Massachusetts
meadow, is the oldest known work by an African-American author. Passed on orally until it was
recorded in Josiah Gilbert Holland’s History of Western Massachusetts in 1855, the ballad is a
landmark in the history of literature that should be on every book lover’s shelves.

african american literature class: Life in a Box is a Pretty Life Dawn Lundy Martin, 2015 A
provocative new collection examining the power of language and race in contemporary culture by a
leading American poet

african american literature class: Shadow Archives Jean-Christophe Cloutier, 2019-09-03
Recasting the history of African American literature, Shadow Archives brings to life a slew of newly




discovered texts—including Claude McKay’s Amiable with Big Teeth—to tell the stories of black
special collections and their struggle for institutional recognition. Jean-Christophe Cloutier offers
revelatory readings of major African American writers, including McKay, Richard Wright, Ann Petry,
and Ralph Ellison, and provides a nuanced view of how archival methodology, access, and the power
dynamics of acquisitions shape literary history. Shadow Archives argues that the notion of the
archive is crucial to our understanding of postwar African American literary history. Cloutier
combines his own experiences as a researcher and archivist with a theoretically rich account of the
archive to offer a pioneering study of the importance of African American authors’ archival practices
and how these shaped their writing. Given the lack of institutions dedicated to the black experience,
the novel became an alternative site of historical preservation, a means to ensure both individual
legacy and group survival. Such archivism manifests in the work of these authors through evolving
lifecycles where documents undergo repurposing, revision, insertion, falsification, transformation,
and fictionalization, sometimes across decades. An innovative interdisciplinary consideration of
literary papers, Shadow Archives proposes new ways for literary scholars to engage with the
archive.

african american literature class: A Gathering of Matter, a Matter of Gathering Dawn Lundy
Martin, 2007 Dawn Lundy Martin's work is neither language poetry, which rejects the speaking
subject, nor strictly lyric, which embraces the speaking I. Martin's poems bend the form into
something new, seeing a way to approach the horrific and its effect on the psyche more fully than
might be possible in the worn groove of the traditional lyric. Her formal inventiveness is balanced by
a firm grounding in bodily experience and in the amazing capacity of language to expand itself in
Martin's hands. She explodes any pretense at a world where words mean exactly what we want them
to mean and never more nor less -- Back cover.

african american literature class: In Search of the Promised Land John Hope Franklin,
Loren Schweninger, 2005-09-01 The matriarch of a remarkable African American family, Sally
Thomas went from being a slave on a tobacco plantation to a virtually free slave who ran her own
business and purchased one of her sons out of bondage. In Search of the Promised Land offers a
vivid portrait of the extended Thomas-Rapier family and of slave life before the Civil War. Based on
personal letters and an autobiography by one of Thomas' sons, this remarkable piece of detective
work follows the family as they walk the boundary between slave and free, traveling across the
country in search of a promised land where African Americans would be treated with respect. Their
record of these journeys provides a vibrant picture of antebellum America, ranging from New
Orleans to St. Louis to the Overland Trail. The authors weave a compelling narrative that illuminates
the larger themes of slavery and freedom while examining the family's experiences with the
California Gold Rush, Civil War battles, and steamboat adventures. The documents show how the
Thomas-Rapier kin bore witness to the full gamut of slavery--from brutal punishment, runaways, and
the breakup of slave families to miscegenation, insurrection panics, and slave patrols. The book also
exposes the hidden lives of virtually free slaves, who maintained close relationships with whites,
maneuvered within the system, and gained a large measure of autonomy.

african american literature class: Studies in American Authors ... North Carolina College for
Women, 1913

african american literature class: The Black Arts Enterprise and the Production of African
American Poetry Howard Rambsy, 2013-08-29 Devoted chiefly to the period from 1965-1976.

african american literature class: ROAR Stacy T. Sims, PhD, Selene Yeager, 2016-07-05 “Dr.
Sims realizes that female athletes are different than male athletes and you can’t set your race
schedule around your monthly cycle. ROAR will help every athlete understand what is happening to
her body and what the best nutritional strategy is to perform at her very best.”—Evie Stevens,
Olympian, professional road cyclist, and current women’s UCI Hour record holder Women are not
small men. Stop eating and training like one. Because most nutrition products and training plans are
designed for men, it’'s no wonder that so many female athletes struggle to reach their full potential.
ROAR is a comprehensive, physiology-based nutrition and training guide specifically designed for



active women. This book teaches you everything you need to know to adapt your nutrition,
hydration, and training to your unique physiology so you can work with, rather than against, your
female physiology. Exercise physiologist and nutrition scientist Stacy T. Sims, PhD, shows you how
to be your own biohacker to achieve optimum athletic performance. Complete with goal-specific
meal plans and nutrient-packed recipes to optimize body composition, ROAR contains personalized
nutrition advice for all stages of training and recovery. Customizable meal plans and strengthening
exercises come together in a comprehensive plan to build a rock-solid fitness foundation as you build
lean muscle where you need it most, strengthen bone, and boost power and endurance. Because
women'’s physiology changes over time, entire chapters are devoted to staying strong and active
through pregnancy and menopause. No matter what your sport is—running, cycling, field sports,
triathlons—this book will empower you with the nutrition and fitness knowledge you need to be in
the healthiest, fittest, strongest shape of your life.

african american literature class: Black Love, Black Hate Felice Blake, 2018 A study of Black
aesthetics, Black consciousness, and the Black Radical Imagination through depictions of intimate,
intraracial conflict in Black literature.

african american literature class: Letter from Birmingham Jail Martin Luther King,
2025-01-14 A beautiful commemorative edition of Dr. Martin Luther King's essay Letter from
Birmingham Jail, part of Dr. King's archives published exclusively by HarperCollins. With an
afterword by Reginald Dwayne Betts On April 16, 1923, Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., responded to an
open letter written and published by eight white clergyman admonishing the civil rights
demonstrations happening in Birmingham, Alabama. Dr. King drafted his seminal response on
scraps of paper smuggled into jail. King criticizes his detractors for caring more about order than
justice, defends nonviolent protests, and argues for the moral responsibility to obey just laws while
disobeying unjust ones. Letter from Birmingham Jail proclaims a message - confronting any injustice
is an acceptable and righteous reason for civil disobedience. This beautifully designed edition
presents Dr. King's speech in its entirety, paying tribute to this extraordinary leader and his
immeasurable contribution, and inspiring a new generation of activists dedicated to carrying on the
fight for justice and equality.

african american literature class: Hemming the Water Yona Harvey, 2013 Often mimicking
fairy tales or ancient fables, these are poems wrought from daughterhood, motherhood, siblinghood,
and the love of music

african american literature class: African American Literature in Transition, 1865-1880
Eric Gardner, 2021-02

african american literature class: Black Post-Blackness Margo Natalie Crawford,
2017-05-12 A 2008 cover of The New Yorker featured a much-discussed Black Power parody of
Michelle and Barack Obama. The image put a spotlight on how easy it is to flatten the Black Power
movement as we imagine new types of blackness. Margo Natalie Crawford argues that we have
misread the Black Arts Movement's call for blackness. We have failed to see the movement's
anticipation of the new black and post-black. Black Post-Blackness compares the black avant-garde
of the 1960s and 1970s Black Arts Movement with the most innovative spins of twenty-first century
black aesthetics. Crawford zooms in on the 1970s second wave of the Black Arts Movement and
shows the connections between this final wave of the Black Arts movement and the early years of
twenty-first century black aesthetics. She uncovers the circle of black post-blackness that pivots on
the power of anticipation, abstraction, mixed media, the global South, satire, public interiority, and
the fantastic.

african american literature class: African American Literature in Transition, 1800-1830
Jasmine Nichole Cobb, 2021-03



Additional Resources

Course Outline ENG 251: African American Literature

COURSE CATALOG DESCRIPTION: This course is a survey of African American
Literature from various movements, from the slave narrative to contemporary
African American authors.

ENG-2510: African-American Literature I - forms.tri-c.edu

Read critical works of African American Literature from the relevant period.
Identify references, both literal and symbolic, to the history, philosophy
and development of African American ..

AAEN 121J, Section A Introduction to African American ..

This course will survey African American literature from the 1700s to the
present. Beginning with Phillis Wheatley and Frederick Douglass, we will
examine the uneasy relationship between ..

ENGL 12: AFRICAN AMERICAN LITERATURE - Foothill

Identify significant literary, social, cultural and political issues in
19th-21st century African American writing. Identify fundamental elements of
African American culture as represented in ..

i . i . . 3 L
This course will examine some of the major debates and central texts of
African American literature. The central theme of the course is the
relationship between race, representation and ..

Introduction to African American Literature - Ohio State ..

Course Description: This course offers a survey of African American
literature from its beginnings through the present, introducing students to
African American-authored writings from a variety ..

African American Literature - HCPSS

This curriculum for building a yearlong African American Literature course
includes a framework that is aligned with High School Core Learning Goals 1,
2, and 4. Goal 4, however, is identified ..

ENG-181 - African-American Literature Course Syllabus

African-American Literature Course Description: In this course; students will
survey the African-American experience in the world of literature. They will
be introduced African-American ..

ENGL 446 (Section 32753R): Afro-American Poetry and Drama

Approaching both Blackness and literature as diverse and capacious concepts,
we’ll identify the key authors and texts (print and media) that constitute
contemporary African American literature.

CES 332: TOPICS IN AFRICAN AMERICAN LITERATURE:
This course will examine the significance of an African American literary
tradition in the specific context of the contemporary American and global
worlds. We will begin by positioning African ..

AFAM 101-01: Introduction to African American

To read foundational texts and contemporary research in African American
studies To provide a multidisciplinary and interdisciplinary approach to the
study and interpretation of African ..

L 504 (s . 32776D) Tl . . -1 i

Viewing Black life as a generative site of inquiry, this seminar explores how



recent African American writings conceptualize Black identity in the 21st
century.

ENG 258 - AFRICAN AMERICAN LITERATURE (3 CR.)

ENG 258 introduces students to the rich history of African American literary
traditions. This course focuses on the fundamental skills of close reading,
interpretation, and literary analysis.

WI English 494-- African American Literature - University of ..

Welcome to a class such as never been taught at the University of Hawai‘i at
Hilo. You are about to embark on a discovery of a canon that cannot be
understood by using conventional (Anglo

African American Literature: a Guide to Teaching Diversity

combination of early or contemporary African—-American literature and poetry.
The activities are designed to fully engage students with the texts they
read. With the literature assignments, I

Contemporary African American Literature - Peter Smagorinsky

When African American literature is incorporated into the curriculum it is
usually limited to a few slavery texts, Harlem Renaissance authors, and Civil
Rights writings.

s . . ] 011 s ctudi

Detailed Description: This course is a thematic survey of African American
literature from enslavement to the 21st century. We’ll read artistic
statements, essays, plays, poetry,

Course Syllabus ENGL 2343 Forms of Literature II - HCC ..

+ Explain and illustrate stylistic characteristics of African American
literature, including selections from fiction, non-fiction, poetry, and drama
written by a diverse group of African American writers.

AAS 170/Topics in African-American Studies 1 course unit 1 ..

A study of selected African American Literature from the colonial period to
the Harlem Renaissance, this course will build your knowledge and confidence
as readers and critics of ..

African—-American Literature: An Introduction - University of ..

I don’'t regard Black literature as simply books written by Black people, or
simply as literature written about Black people, or simply as literature that
uses a certain mode of language in ..

Course Outline ENG 251: African American Literature

COURSE CATALOG DESCRIPTION: This course is a survey of African American
Literature from various movements, from the slave narrative to contemporary
African American authors.

Read critical works of African American Literature from the relevant period.
Identify references, both literal and symbolic, to the history, philosophy
and development of African American ..

AAEN 121J, Section A Introduction to African American ..

This course will survey African American literature from the 1700s to the
present. Beginning with Phillis Wheatley and Frederick Douglass, we will
examine the uneasy relationship between ..

ENGL 12: AFRICAN AMERICAN LITERATURE - Foothill



Identify significant literary, social, cultural and political issues in
19th-21st century African American writing. Identify fundamental elements of
African American culture as represented in ..

Introduction to African American Literature - Humanities ..

This course will examine some of the major debates and central texts of
African American literature. The central theme of the course is the
relationship between race, representation and ..

Introduction to African American Literature - Ohio State ..

Course Description: This course offers a survey of African American
literature from its beginnings through the present, introducing students to
African American-authored writings from a variety ..

African American Literature - HCPSS

This curriculum for building a yearlong African American Literature course
includes a framework that is aligned with High School Core Learning Goals 1,
2, and 4. Goal 4, however, is identified ..

African-American Literature Course Description: In this course; students will
survey the African-American experience in the world of literature. They will
be introduced African-American ..

ENGL 446 (Section 32753R): Afro-American Poetry and ..

Approaching both Blackness and literature as diverse and capacious concepts,
we’ll identify the key authors and texts (print and media) that constitute
contemporary African American literature.

CES 332: TOPICS IN AFRICAN AMERICAN LITERATURE:
This course will examine the significance of an African American literary
tradition in the specific context of the contemporary American and global
worlds. We will begin by positioning African ..

AFAM 101-01: Introduction to African American

To read foundational texts and contemporary research in African American
studies To provide a multidisciplinary and interdisciplinary approach to the
study and interpretation of African ..

1 504 (< . 32776D) : Tl . . ] i
Viewing Black life as a generative site of inquiry, this seminar explores how
recent African American writings conceptualize Black identity in the 21st
century.

ENG 258 - AFRICAN AMERICAN LITERATURE (3 CR.)

ENG 258 introduces students to the rich history of African American literary
traditions. This course focuses on the fundamental skills of close reading,
interpretation, and literary analysis.

WI English 494-- African American Literature - University of ..

Welcome to a class such as never been taught at the University of Hawai‘i at
Hilo. You are about to embark on a discovery of a canon that cannot be
understood by using conventional (Anglo

African American Literature: a Guide to Teaching Diversity

combination of early or contemporary African-American literature and poetry.
The activities are designed to fully engage students with the texts they
read. With the literature assignments, I



Contemporary African American Literature - Peter Smagorinsky

When African American literature is incorporated into the curriculum it is
usually limited to a few slavery texts, Harlem Renaissance authors, and Civil
Rights writings.

African American Literature Lehman College Africana ..

Detailed Description: This course is a thematic survey of African American
literature from enslavement to the 21st century. We’ll read artistic
statements, essays, plays, poetry,

Course Syllabus ENGL 2343 Forms of Literature II - HCC ..

« Explain and illustrate stylistic characteristics of African American
literature, including selections from fiction, non-fiction, poetry, and drama
written by a diverse group of African American writers.

AAS 170/Topics in African-American Studies 1 course unit 1 ..

A study of selected African American Literature from the colonial period to
the Harlem Renaissance, this course will build your knowledge and confidence
as readers and critics of ..

African-American Literature: An Introduction — University of ..

I don’'t regard Black literature as simply books written by Black people, or
simply as literature written about Black people, or simply as literature that
uses a certain mode of language in ..

African American Literature Class

African American Literature Class
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