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Abstract: This article explores the rich and complex history of African American clothing,
examining its evolution from the transatlantic slave trade to the present day. We will delve
into various methodologies employed by historians and researchers in uncovering this
often-overlooked narrative, analyzing how clothing served as a powerful tool for self-
expression, resistance, and cultural preservation amidst systemic oppression. We will
explore the diverse regional variations, the influence of global trends, and the role of
African American clothing in shaping broader American fashion.

I. The Pre-Emancipation Era: Resistance and Resilience
in African American Clothing History

The story of African American clothing history begins long before the formal establishment
of the United States. The transatlantic slave trade ripped individuals from their homes and
cultures, attempting to erase their identities. Yet, even under the brutal conditions of
slavery, enslaved Africans maintained a sense of self through clothing. Limited access to
fabrics and tailoring skills meant that resourcefulness became paramount. The creation of
clothing from scraps, repurposed materials, and the adaptation of European styles into
uniquely African aesthetics became powerful acts of cultural preservation. Scholars utilize
material culture analysis—examining surviving garments and textile fragments—to
reconstruct this history. Oral histories and limited written accounts, often found within
plantation records, provide additional, albeit fragmented, insights. Studying these sources
helps uncover the hidden narratives within African American clothing history.



II. The Post-Emancipation Era: Freedom's Fashion and
the Rise of Black Style

Following emancipation, African Americans actively sought to express their newfound
freedom through clothing. This period witnessed the emergence of distinct regional styles
reflecting diverse cultural backgrounds and economic realities. For example, the "Zoot Suit"
of the 1940s, with its flamboyant style, became a powerful symbol of Black resistance and
cultural identity in the face of racial prejudice. Researchers use fashion magazines,
photographs, and personal accounts to document this transformative period in African
American clothing history. Quantitative methods, analyzing the prevalence of certain styles
and fabrics across different communities, also offer valuable insights into economic and
social conditions.

III. The 20th Century and Beyond: Influencing Global
Trends

The 20th century saw African American fashion continue to evolve, significantly influencing
global trends. The Harlem Renaissance ushered in a new era of sophistication and
elegance, with Black designers and fashion icons emerging as major forces. The Civil Rights
Movement further utilized clothing as a tool for protest and solidarity. The rise of hip-hop
culture in the late 20th century dramatically impacted fashion, introducing new styles,
fabrics, and aesthetics that continue to resonate today. Methodologies for studying this era
include analyzing film, music videos, and advertising campaigns alongside fashion
photography and archival materials to understand the multifaceted ways clothing
communicated social and political messages. Analyzing the representation of African
Americans in mainstream media provides further insights into the evolution of perceptions
and representations relating to African American clothing history.

IV. Contemporary African American Fashion: Diversity
and Innovation

Contemporary African American fashion is characterized by an incredible diversity of styles
and aesthetics, reflecting the complexity of Black identity and experience in the 21st
century. From high fashion designers to street style icons, Black individuals are reshaping
the global fashion landscape. The ongoing study of contemporary African American clothing
history necessitates employing diverse methodologies including ethnographic research,
online trend analysis, social media monitoring, and interviews with designers and fashion
influencers. Understanding how contemporary African American fashion engages with
themes of race, gender, class, and sexuality requires critical and intersectional approaches.

Conclusion

The history of African American clothing is a rich tapestry woven from threads of resilience,
resistance, creativity, and self-expression. By employing a variety of methodological
approaches—from material culture analysis to ethnographic research—scholars continue to
uncover and interpret the multifaceted narratives embedded within this powerful cultural



history. African American clothing history is not simply a record of garments; it is a powerful
testament to the enduring spirit and cultural richness of a people who have continually
shaped and redefined the very fabric of American style.

FAQs:

What were some common fabrics used in African American clothing historically?1.
Common fabrics varied across regions and time periods, but included cotton (often
homemade or repurposed), wool, and later, synthetic fabrics. Access to fabrics was
often restricted by economic realities.

How did African American clothing reflect resistance to slavery? Clothing styles,1.
though often limited by access, were subtly adapted to retain cultural identity. The
use of specific colors, patterns, and embellishments could hold symbolic meanings
that resisted the dehumanization of slavery.

Who were some influential African American fashion designers? Many influential1.
designers exist, including Ann Lowe, Patrick Kelly, and Dapper Dan. These individuals
impacted style in various ways and contexts.

How did the Civil Rights Movement impact African American clothing? Clothing1.
became a symbol of unity and solidarity. Simple styles were often chosen to focus
attention on the message of equality, but also represented style and identity.

What role did hair play in African American clothing history? Hairstyles have always1.
been a key element, carrying powerful cultural and political significance. They are an
essential component of understanding African American clothing history and identity.

How has African American clothing influenced mainstream fashion? African American1.
style has repeatedly influenced global trends, from jazz age flapper styles to hip-hop
fashion and contemporary streetwear.

What are some current trends in African American fashion? Contemporary trends1.



showcase a vast spectrum, reflecting diverse identities, global influences, and
personal styles, challenging norms within the fashion industry.

Where can I find more information on African American clothing history? Museums,1.
archives, academic journals, and online resources such as the Smithsonian's National
Museum of African American History and Culture offer further information.

How can I contribute to the preservation of African American clothing history?1.
Supporting museums, donating relevant items, and engaging with scholarly work help
preserve this important heritage for future generations.

Related Articles:

"The Quilts of Gee's Bend: A Legacy of Art and Resistance": Explores the history and1.
cultural significance of the distinctive quilts made by African American women in
Alabama.

"Zoot Suit Riots: A Cultural Clash": Examines the historical context and social1.
implications of the Zoot Suit and the riots surrounding it.

"The Harlem Renaissance and its Impact on Fashion": Focuses on the unique styles1.
and influential designers of the Harlem Renaissance period.

"Ann Lowe: Unsung Designer of Grace Kelly's Wedding Dress": Highlights the1.
remarkable career of a pioneering Black designer.

"The Evolution of African American Hairstyles": A detailed look at hairstyles and their1.
significance in the context of Black identity and culture.



"Hip-Hop Fashion: From the Streets to the Runway": Traces the development and1.
influence of hip-hop fashion on global trends.

"African Textiles and Their Influence on African American Clothing": Examines the1.
enduring impact of traditional African textiles on African American attire.

"The Representation of African Americans in Fashion Magazines: A Historical Analysis":1.
Critically examines how African Americans have been portrayed in fashion media.

"Contemporary African American Designers Shaping the Global Fashion Landscape":1.
Profiles contemporary designers who are pushing the boundaries of fashion.

  african american clothing history: Black Designers in American Fashion Elizabeth Way,
2021-07-01 From Elizabeth Keckly's designs as a freewoman for Abraham Lincoln's wife to
flamboyant clothing showcased by Patrick Kelly in Paris, Black designers have made major
contributions to American fashion. However, many of their achievements have gone unrecognized.
This book, inspired by the award-winning exhibition at the Museum at FIT, uncovers hidden histories
of Black designers at a time when conversations about representation and racialized experiences in
the fashion industry have reached all-time highs. In chapters from leading and up-and-coming
authors and curators, Black Designers in American Fashion uses previously unexplored sources to
show how Black designers helped build America's global fashion reputation. From enslaved
18th-century dressmakers to 20th-century “star” designers, via independent modistes and Seventh
Avenue workers, the book traces the changing experiences of Black designers under conditions such
as slavery, segregation, and the Civil Rights Movement. Black Designers in American Fashion shows
that within these contexts Black designers maintained multifaceted practices which continue to
influence American and global style today. Interweaving fashion design and American cultural
history, this book fills critical gaps in the history of fashion and offers insights and context to
students of fashion, design, and American and African American history and culture.
  african american clothing history: 'New Raiments of Self' Helen Bradley Foster,
1997-06-01 This book examines the clothing worn by African Americans in the southern United
States during the thirty years before the American Civil War. Drawing on a wide range of sources,
most notably oral narratives recorded in the 1930s, this rich account shows that African Americans
demonstrated a thorough knowledge of the role clothing played in demarcating age, sex, status,
work, recreation, as well as special secular and sacred events. Testimonies offer proof of African
Americans' vast technical skills in producing cloth and clothing, which served both as a fundamental
reflection of the peoples' Afrocentric craftsmanship and aesthetic sensibilities, and as a reaction to
their particular place in American society. Previous work on clothing in this period has tended to
focus on white viewpoints, and as a consequence the dress worn by the enslaved has generally been
seen as a static standard imposed by white overlords. This excellent study departs from conventional



interpretations to show that the clothing of the enslaved changed over time, served multiple
functions and represented customs and attitudes which evolved distinctly from within African
American communities. In short, it represents a vital contribution to African American studies, as
well as to dress and textile history, and cultural and folklore studies.
  african american clothing history: Dressed in Dreams Tanisha C. Ford, 2019-06-25 NOW
OPTIONED BY Sony Pictures TV FOR A LIVE-ACTION SERIES ADAPTATION: produced by Freida
Pinto and Gabrielle Union A perfect time to look at the ethos of black hair in America — and the
perfect person to do it is Tanisha Ford —Changing America Everyone from the shopaholic to the
clearance rack queen will see themselves in [Ford's] pages. —Essence Takes you not only into the
closet, but the inner sanctum of an ordinary extraordinary Black girl who discovered herself through
clothes. —Michaela Angela Davis, Image Activist and Writer [A] delightful style story. —The
Philadelphia Inquirer From sneakers to leather jackets, a bold, witty, and deeply personal dive into
Black America's closet In this highly engaging book, fashionista and pop culture expert Tanisha C.
Ford investigates Afros and dashikis, go-go boots and hotpants of the sixties, hip hop's baggy jeans
and bamboo earrings, and the #BlackLivesMatter-inspired hoodies of today. The history of these
garments is deeply intertwined with Ford’s story as a black girl coming of age in a Midwestern rust
belt city. She experimented with the Jheri curl; discovered how wearing the wrong color tennis
shoes at the roller rink during the drug and gang wars of the 1980s could get you beaten; and
rocked oversized, brightly colored jeans and Timberlands at an elite boarding school where the
white upper crust wore conservative wool shift dresses. Dressed in Dreams is a story of desire,
access, conformity, and black innovation that explains things like the importance of knockoff culture;
the role of “ghetto fabulous” full-length furs and colorful leather in the 1990s; how black girls make
magic out of a dollar store t-shirt, rhinestones, and airbrushed paint; and black parents' emphasis on
dressing nice. Ford talks about the pain of seeing black style appropriated by the mainstream
fashion industry and fashion’s power, especially in middle America. In this richly evocative narrative,
she shares her lifelong fashion revolution—from figuring out her own personal style to discovering
what makes Midwestern fashion a real thing too.
  african american clothing history: Slaves to Fashion Monica L. Miller, 2009-10-08 Slaves to
Fashion is a pioneering cultural history of the black dandy, from his emergence in Enlightenment
England to his contemporary incarnations in the cosmopolitan art worlds of London and New York.
It is populated by sartorial impresarios such as Julius Soubise, a freed slave who sometimes wore
diamond-buckled, red-heeled shoes as he circulated through the social scene of eighteenth-century
London, and Yinka Shonibare, a prominent Afro-British artist who not only styles himself as a fop but
also creates ironic commentaries on black dandyism in his work. Interpreting performances and
representations of black dandyism in particular cultural settings and literary and visual texts,
Monica L. Miller emphasizes the importance of sartorial style to black identity formation in the
Atlantic diaspora. Dandyism was initially imposed on black men in eighteenth-century England, as
the Atlantic slave trade and an emerging culture of conspicuous consumption generated a vogue in
dandified black servants. “Luxury slaves” tweaked and reworked their uniforms, and were soon
known for their sartorial novelty and sometimes flamboyant personalities. Tracing the history of the
black dandy forward to contemporary celebrity incarnations such as Andre 3000 and Sean Combs,
Miller explains how black people became arbiters of style and how they have historically used the
dandy’s signature tools—clothing, gesture, and wit—to break down limiting identity markers and
propose new ways of fashioning political and social possibility in the black Atlantic world. With an
aplomb worthy of her iconographic subject, she considers the black dandy in relation to
nineteenth-century American literature and drama, W. E. B. Du Bois’s reflections on black
masculinity and cultural nationalism, the modernist aesthetics of the Harlem Renaissance, and
representations of black cosmopolitanism in contemporary visual art.
  african american clothing history: Stylin' Shane White, Graham White, 2018-10-18 For over
two centuries, in the North as well as the South, both within their own community and in the public
arena, African Americans have presented their bodies in culturally distinctive ways. Shane White



and Graham White consider the deeper significance of the ways in which African Americans have
dressed, walked, danced, arranged their hair, and communicated in silent gestures. They ask what
elaborate hair styles, bright colors, bandanas, long watch chains, and zoot suits, for example, have
really meant, and discuss style itself as an expression of deep-seated cultural imperatives. Their
wide-ranging exploration of black style from its African origins to the 1940s reveals a culture that
differed from that of the dominant racial group in ways that were often subtle and elusive. A wealth
of black-and-white illustrations show the range of African American experience in America,
emanating from all parts of the country, from cities and farms, from slave plantations, and Chicago
beauty contests. White and White argue that the politics of black style is, in fact, the politics of
metaphor, always ambiguous because it is always indirect. To tease out these ambiguities, they
examine extensive sources, including advertisements for runaway slaves, interviews recorded with
surviving ex-slaves in the 1930s, autobiographies, travelers' accounts, photographs, paintings,
prints, newspapers, and images drawn from popular culture, such as the stereotypes of Jim Crow
and Zip Coon.
  african american clothing history: The Little Black Dress and Zoot Suits Alison Behnke,
2012-01-01 Looks at the different modes of dress in America in the mid twentieth century, from
every day clothes to high fashion.
  african american clothing history: Department Stores and the Black Freedom Movement
Traci Parker, 2019-02-06 In this book, Traci Parker examines the movement to racially integrate
white-collar work and consumption in American department stores, and broadens our understanding
of historical transformations in African American class and labor formation. Built on the goals,
organization, and momentum of earlier struggles for justice, the department store movement
channeled the power of store workers and consumers to promote black freedom in the mid-twentieth
century. Sponsoring lunch counter sit-ins and protests in the 1950s and 1960s, and challenging
discrimination in the courts in the 1970s, this movement ended in the early 1980s with the
conclusion of the Sears, Roebuck, and Co. affirmative action cases and the transformation and
consolidation of American department stores. In documenting the experiences of African American
workers and consumers during this era, Parker highlights the department store as a key site for the
inception of a modern black middle class, and demonstrates the ways that both work and
consumption were battlegrounds for civil rights.
  african american clothing history: How to Slay Constance C.R. White, 2018-02-06 An
inspirational journey through black fashion in America from the twentieth century to the present,
featuring the most celebrated icons of Black style and taste. One of the few surveys of Black style
and fashion ever published, How to Slay offers a lavishly illustrated overview of African American
style through the twentieth century, focusing on the last thirty-five years. Through striking images of
some of the most celebrated icons of Black style and taste, from Josephine Baker, Michelle Obama,
Maya Angelou, and Miles Davis to Rihanna, Naomi Campbell, Kanye West, and Pharrell Williams,
this book explores the cultural underpinnings of Black trends that have become so influential in
mainstream popular culture and a bedrock of fashion vernacular today. A preponderance of Black
musicians, who for decades have inspired trends and transformed global fashion, are featured and
discussed, while a diverse array of topics are touched upon and examined—hats, hair, divas, the
importance of attitude, the use of color, ’60s style, the influence of Africa and the Caribbean, and the
beauty of black skin.
  african american clothing history: The African Lookbook Catherine E. McKinley,
2021-02-09 Winner of the African Photobook of the Year Award A Choice Outstanding Title of the
Year A USA Today Must-Read for Black History Month An NPR Goats and Soda Editors' Pick A
BookRiot Favorite Nonfiction Book of the Year An unprecedented visual history of African women
told in striking and subversive historical photographs-featuring an Introduction by Edwidge Danticat
and a Foreword by Jacqueline Woodson. Most of us grew up with images of African women that were
purely anthropological-bright displays of exotica where the deeper personhood seemed tucked away.
Or they were chronicles of war and poverty-“poverty porn.” But now, curator Catherine E. McKinley



draws on her extensive collection of historical and contemporary photos to present a visual history
spanning a hundred-year arc (1870–1970) of what is among the earliest photography on the
continent. These images tell a different story of African women: how deeply cosmopolitan and
modern they are in their style; how they were able to reclaim the tools of the colonial oppression
that threatened their selfhood and livelihoods. Featuring works by celebrated African masters,
African studios of local legend, and anonymous artists, The African Lookbook captures the dignity,
playfulness, austerity, grandeur, and fantasy-making of African women across centuries. McKinley
also features photos by Europeans-most starkly, striking nudes-revealing the relationships between
white men and the Black female sitters where, at best, a grave power imbalance lies. It's a
bittersweet truth that when there is exploitation there can also be profound resistance expressed in
unexpected ways-even if it's only in gazing back. These photos tell the story of how the sewing
machine and the camera became powerful tools for women's self-expression, revealing a truly
glorious display of everyday beauty.
  african american clothing history: African American History For Dummies Ronda Racha
Penrice, 2011-05-04 Understand the historical and cultural contributions of African Americans Get
to know the people, places, and events that shaped the African American experience Want to better
understand black history? This comprehensive, straight-forward guide traces the African American
journey, from Africa and the slave trade through the Civil War, Jim Crow, and the new millennium.
You'll be an eyewitness to the pivotal events that impacted America's past, present, and future - and
meet the inspiring leaders who struggled to bring about change. How Africans came to America
Black life before - and after - Civil Rights How slaves fought to be free The evolution of African
American culture Great accomplishments by black citizens What it means to be black in America
today
  african american clothing history: Liberated Threads Tanisha C. Ford, 2015-09-14 From the
civil rights and Black Power era of the 1960s through antiapartheid activism in the 1980s and
beyond, black women have used their clothing, hair, and style not simply as a fashion statement but
as a powerful tool of resistance. Whether using stiletto heels as weapons to protect against police
attacks or incorporating African-themed designs into everyday wear, these fashion-forward women
celebrated their identities and pushed for equality. In this thought-provoking book, Tanisha C. Ford
explores how and why black women in places as far-flung as New York City, Atlanta, London, and
Johannesburg incorporated style and beauty culture into their activism. Focusing on the emergence
of the soul style movement—represented in clothing, jewelry, hairstyles, and more—Liberated
Threads shows that black women's fashion choices became galvanizing symbols of gender and
political liberation. Drawing from an eclectic archive, Ford offers a new way of studying how black
style and Soul Power moved beyond national boundaries, sparking a global fashion phenomenon.
Following celebrities, models, college students, and everyday women as they moved through fashion
boutiques, beauty salons, and record stores, Ford narrates the fascinating intertwining histories of
Black Freedom and fashion.
  african american clothing history: Mrs. Lincoln's Dressmaker Jennifer Chiaverini,
2013-09-24 New York Times bestselling author Jennifer Chiaverini's compelling historical novel
unveils the private lives of Abraham and Mary Lincoln through the perspective of the First Lady's
most trusted confidante and friend, her dressmaker, Elizabeth Keckley. In a life that spanned nearly
a century and witnessed some of the most momentous events in American history, Elizabeth Hobbs
Keckley was born a slave. A gifted seamstress, she earned her freedom by the skill of her needle,
and won the friendship of First Lady Mary Todd Lincoln by her devotion. A sweeping historical
novel, Mrs. Lincoln's Dressmaker illuminates the extraordinary relationship the two women shared,
beginning in the hallowed halls of the White House during the trials of the Civil War and enduring
almost, but not quite, to the end of Mrs. Lincoln's days.
  african american clothing history: History and Memory in African-American Culture
Geneviève Fabre, Robert G. O'Meally, 1994 The relation between history and memory has become
an object of increasing attention among historians and literary critics. Through a team of leading



scholars, this volume offers a complex picture of the dynamic ways in which an African-American
historical identity constantly invents and transmits itself in books, art, performance, and oral
documents.
  african american clothing history: The Battle of Versailles Robin Givhan, 2015-03-17 On
November 28, 1973, the world's social elite gathered at the Palace of Versailles for an international
fashion show. By the time the curtain came down on the evening's spectacle, history had been made
and the industry had been forever transformed. This is that story. Conceived as a fund-raiser for the
restoration of King Louis XIV's palace, in the late fall of 1973, five top American designers faced off
against five top French designers in an over-the-top runway extravaganza. An audience filled with
celebrities and international jet-setters, including Princess Grace of Monaco, the Duchess of
Windsor, Paloma Picasso, and Andy Warhol, were treated to an opulent performance featuring Liza
Minnelli, Josephine Baker, and Rudolph Nureyev. What they saw would forever alter the history of
fashion. The Americans at the Battle of Versailles– Oscar de la Renta, Bill Blass, Anne Klein, Halston,
and Stephen Burrows – showed their work against the five French designers considered the best in
the world – Yves Saint Laurent, Hubert de Givenchy, Pierre Cardin, Emanuel Ungaro, and Marc
Bohan of Christian Dior. Plagued by in-fighting, outsized egos, shoestring budgets, and innumerable
technical difficulties, the American contingent had little chance of meeting the European's exquisite
and refined standards. But against all odds, the American energy and the domination by the fearless
models (ten of whom, in a groundbreaking move, were African American) sent the audience reeling.
By the end of the evening, the Americans had officially taken their place on the world's stage,
prompting a major shift in the way race, gender, sexuality, and economics would be treated in
fashion for decades to come. As the curtain came down on The Battle of Versailles, American fashion
was born; no longer would the world look to Europe to determine the stylistic trends of the day, from
here forward, American sensibility and taste would command the world's attention. Pulitzer-Prize
winning fashion journalist Robin Givhan offers a lively and meticulously well-researched account of
this unique event. The Battle of Versailles is a sharp, engaging cultural history; this intimate
examination of a single moment shows us how the world of fashion as we know it came to be.
  african american clothing history: Men of Color Lloyd Boston, 2000-09-01 Wonderful
reviews and word-of-mouth helped make the hardcover edition of this title--a unique celebration of
African-American male fashion and style--a best-seller. Essence called it a testament to the creative
spirit of Black men . . . filled with striking photographs of Black legends and insightful essays about
the historical context of their apparel. With sleek photographs and a host of celebrity interviews, the
special value hardcover edition captures the elegance of Nat King Cole, comfort of Bill Cosby,
hip-hop style of LL Cool J, and sex appeal of Denzel Washington. Expert advice rounds out the
history of fabulous sartorial style (Essence), showing readers how to accomplish the same looks on
their own. This is a must-have for Black men--and the women who love them.
  african american clothing history: Supreme Models Marcellas Reynolds, 2019-10-08 “This
coffee-table book is the first-ever collection of works devoted to celebrating black models. Fashion
devotees will find glorious images of supers such as Iman, Tyra Banks, Naomi Campbell, Joan
Smalls, and Adwoa Aboah alongside interviews and personal essays.” —Vogue Filled with revealing
essays, interviews, and stunning photographs, Supreme Models pays tribute to black models past
and present: from the first to be featured in catalogs and on magazine covers, like Iman, Donyale
Luna, and Beverly Johnson, to the supermodels who reigned in the nineties—Tyra Banks, Naomi
Campbell, and Veronica Webb. The book also observes the newest generation of models—Adut
Akech, Jourdan Dunn, and Joan Smalls—who are shaking up the fashion industry by speaking out
about racial prejudice while becoming social media sensations. Written by celebrity fashion stylist
and journalist Marcellas Reynolds, Supreme Models features more than 70 women from the last 75
years. Reynolds writes, “I hope that everyone who reads this book learns something about the
models included within—and more about the business of fashion and modeling. But what I want most
is for Supreme Models to be a source for the little boys, or girls, who like my childhood self, need to
see themselves represented in a positive light.” The book, filled with gorgeous photographs of the



women, details their most memorable campaigns, covers, editorials, and runway shows. Black
models have been influencing fashion and pop culture for decades, reshaping beauty standards and
boundaries. Supreme Models is a celebration of their monumental impact.
  african american clothing history: African American Women During the Civil War Ella
Forbes, 1998 This study uses an abundance of primary sources to restore African American female
participants in the Civil War to history by documenting their presence, contributions and experience.
Free and enslaved African American women took part in this process in a variety of ways, including
black female charity and benevolence. These women were spies, soldiers, scouts, nurses, cooks,
seamstresses, laundresses, recruiters, relief workers, organizers, teachers, activists and survivors.
They carried the honor of the race on their shoulders, insisting on their right to be treated as ladies
and knowing that their conduct was a direct reflection on the African American community as a
whole. For too long, black women have been rendered invisible in traditional Civil War history and
marginal in African American chronicles. This book addresses this lack by reclaiming and
resurrecting the role of African American females, individually and collectively, during the Civil War.
It brings their contributions, in the words of a Civil War participant, Susie King Taylor, in history
before the people.
  african american clothing history: Inspiring Beauty Chicago History Museum, 2013 The
Ebony Fashion Fair began in 1958, and over the next 50 years the traveling fashion show blossomed
into an American institution that raised millions for charity and helped Johnson Publishing Company
reach audiences. Show organizers overcame racial prejudice to bring the pinnacle of Europe's
premier fashion to communities that were eager to see, in real time and space, a new vision of black
America that was the hallmark of Ebony and Jet magazines. Eunice Johnson took over as producer
and director in 1963, and under her direction, the traveling show took on new heights as she
expanded her cachet and power within fashion circles. Inspiring Beauty: 50 Years of Ebony Fashion
Fair recreates the experience of the Ebony Fashion Fair through the story of Mrs. Johnson and more
than 60 garments from icons of the fashion industry such as Yves St. Laurent, Oscar de la Renta,
Pierre Cardin, Emanuel Ungaro, Christian Lacroix, and Patrick Kelly among others.
  african american clothing history: A History of African American Autobiography Joycelyn
Moody, 2021-07-22 This History explores innovations in African American autobiography since its
inception, examining the literary and cultural history of Black self-representation amid life writing
studies. By analyzing the different forms of autobiography, including pictorial and personal essays,
editorials, oral histories, testimonials, diaries, personal and open letters, and even poetry
performance media of autobiographies, this book extends the definition of African American
autobiography, revealing how people of African descent have created and defined the Black self in
diverse print cultures and literary genres since their arrival in the Americas. It illustrates ways
African Americans use life writing and autobiography to address personal and collective Black
experiences of identity, family, memory, fulfillment, racism and white supremacy. Individual
chapters examine scrapbooks as a source of self-documentation, African American autobiography for
children, readings of African American persona poems, mixed-race life writing after the Civil Rights
Movement, and autobiographies by African American LGBTQ writers.
  african american clothing history: A Black Women's History of the United States Daina
Ramey Berry, Kali Nicole Gross, 2020-02-04 The award-winning Revisioning American History series
continues with this “groundbreaking new history of Black women in the United States” (Ibram X.
Kendi)—the perfect companion to An Indigenous People’s History of the United States and An
African American and Latinx History of the United States. An empowering and intersectional history
that centers the stories of African American women across 400+ years, showing how they are—and
have always been—instrumental in shaping our country. In centering Black women’s stories, two
award-winning historians seek both to empower African American women and to show their allies
that Black women’s unique ability to make their own communities while combatting centuries of
oppression is an essential component in our continued resistance to systemic racism and sexism.
Daina Ramey Berry and Kali Nicole Gross offer an examination and celebration of Black womanhood,



beginning with the first African women who arrived in what became the United States to African
American women of today. A Black Women’s History of the United States reaches far beyond a
single narrative to showcase Black women’s lives in all their fraught complexities. Berry and Gross
prioritize many voices: enslaved women, freedwomen, religious leaders, artists, queer women,
activists, and women who lived outside the law. The result is a starting point for exploring Black
women’s history and a testament to the beauty, richness, rhythm, tragedy, heartbreak, rage, and
enduring love that abounds in the spirit of Black women in communities throughout the nation.
  african american clothing history: Make Good the Promises Kinshasha Holman Conwill,
Paul Gardullo, 2021-09-14 The companion volume to the Smithsonian’s National Museum of African
American History and Culture exhibit, opening in September 2021 With a Foreword by Pulitzer
Prize-winning author and historian Eric Foner and a preface by veteran museum director and
historian Spencer Crew An incisive and illuminating analysis of the enduring legacy of the post-Civil
War period known as Reconstruction—a comprehensive story of Black Americans’ struggle for
human rights and dignity and the failure of the nation to fulfill its promises of freedom, citizenship,
and justice. In the aftermath of the Civil War, millions of free and newly freed African Americans
were determined to define themselves as equal citizens in a country without slavery—to own land,
build secure families, and educate themselves and their children. Seeking to secure safety and
justice, they successfully campaigned for civil and political rights, including the right to vote. Across
an expanding America, Black politicians were elected to all levels of government, from city halls to
state capitals to Washington, DC. But those gains were short-lived. By the mid-1870s, the federal
government stopped enforcing civil rights laws, allowing white supremacists to use suppression and
violence to regain power in the Southern states. Black men, women, and children suffered racial
terror, segregation, and discrimination that confined them to second-class citizenship, a system
known as Jim Crow that endured for decades. More than a century has passed since the
revolutionary political, social, and economic movement known as Reconstruction, yet its profound
consequences reverberate in our lives today. Make Good the Promises explores five distinct yet
intertwined legacies of Reconstruction—Liberation, Violence, Repair, Place, and Belief—to reveal
their lasting impact on modern society. It is the story of Frederick Douglass, Frances Ellen Watkins
Harper, Hiram Revels, Ida B. Wells, and scores of other Black men and women who reshaped a
nation—and of the persistence of white supremacy and the perpetuation of the injustices of slavery
continued by other means and codified in state and federal laws. With contributions by leading
scholars, and illustrated with 80 images from the exhibition, Make Good the Promises shows how
Black Lives Matter, #SayHerName, antiracism, and other current movements for repair find
inspiration from the lessons of Reconstruction. It touches on questions critical then and now: What is
the meaning of freedom and equality? What does it mean to be an American? Powerful and
eye-opening, it is a reminder that history is far from past; it lives within each of us and shapes our
world and who we are.
  african american clothing history: Visualizing Equality Aston Gonzalez, 2020-07-20 The
fight for racial equality in the nineteenth century played out not only in marches and political
conventions but also in the print and visual culture created and disseminated throughout the United
States by African Americans. Advances in visual technologies--daguerreotypes, lithographs, cartes
de visite, and steam printing presses--enabled people to see and participate in social reform
movements in new ways. African American activists seized these opportunities and produced images
that advanced campaigns for black rights. In this book, Aston Gonzalez charts the changing roles of
African American visual artists as they helped build the world they envisioned. Understudied artists
such as Robert Douglass Jr., Patrick Henry Reason, James Presley Ball, and Augustus Washington
produced images to persuade viewers of the necessity for racial equality, black political leadership,
and freedom from slavery. Moreover, these activist artists' networks of transatlantic patronage and
travels to Europe, the Caribbean, and Africa reveal their extensive involvement in the most pressing
concerns for black people in the Atlantic world. Their work demonstrates how images became
central to the ways that people developed ideas about race, citizenship, and politics during the



nineteenth century.
  african american clothing history: Contemporary African Fashion Edith Suzanne Gott,
Kristyne Loughran, 2010 African fashion is as diverse and dynamic as the continent and the people
who live there. This book puts Africa at the intersection of world cultures and globalized identities,
displaying the powerful creative force and impact of newly emerging styles. Richly illustrated with
color photographs, this book showcases haute couture for the African continent.--[book cover].
  african american clothing history: The Greenwood Encyclopedia of Clothing Through
American History 1900 to the Present Amy T. Peterson, Ann T. Kellogg, 2008 This fascinating
reference set provides two levels of information: descriptions of styles of clothes that Americans
have worn and, as important, why they wore those types of clothes. With volume one covering
1900-1949 and volume two covering 1950 to the present, the first half of each volume provides four
chapters that each examine the impact that political and cultural events, arts and entertainment,
daily life, and family structures have on fashion. The second half of each volume describes the
important and everyday fashion and styles of the period, decade by decade, for women, men, and
children. The set also includes helpful timelines; resource guides listing web sites, videos, and print
publications; an extensive glossary; and illustrations.
  african american clothing history: An African American History of the Civil War in Hampton
Roads Cassandra Newby-Alexander, 2010 Through a fascinating narrative and stunning vintage
photographs, readers will discover the struggles and triumphs of the African Americans of Hampton
Roads. It was in Hampton Roads, Virginia, that hundreds gained their freedom. The teeming
wharves were once a major station on the Underground Railroad, and during the Civil War, escaped
slaves such as Shepard Mallory, Frank Baker and James Townsend fled to Fort Monroe to become
contrabands under the protection of General Benjamin Butler. Upon arrival in the region, many took
up arms for the Union, and the valiant deeds of some placed them among the first African American
Medal of Honor recipients. Join Professor Cassandra L. Newby-Alexander as she charts the history of
this remarkable African American community from the Civil War to Reconstruction.
  african american clothing history: National Museum of African American History and Culture
Nat'l Museum African American Hist/Cult, 2016-09-27 This souvenir book showcases some of the
most influential and important treasures of the National Museum of African American History and
Culture's collections. These include a hymn book owned by Harriet Tubman; ankle shackles used to
restrain enslaved people on ships during the Middle Passage; a dress that Rosa Parks was making
shortly before she was arrested; a vintage, open-cockpit Tuskegee Airmen trainer plane; Muhammad
Ali's headgear; an 1835 Bill of Sale enslaving a young girl named Polly; and Chuck Berry's Cadillac.
These objects tell us the full story of African American history, of triumphs and tragedies and highs
and lows. This book, like the museum it represents, uses artifacts of African American history and
culture as a lens into what it means to be an American.
  african american clothing history: Adorned in Dreams Elizabeth Wilson, 2003 When
Adorned in Dreams was first published in 1985, Angela Carter described the book as the best I have
read on the subject, bar none. From haute couture to haberdashery, deviant dress to Dior, Elizabeth
Wilson traces the social and cultural history of fashion and its complex relationship to modernity.
She also discusses fashion's vociferous opponents, from the dress reform movement to certain
strands of feminism. Wilson delights in the power of fashion to mark out identity or subvert it. This
brand new edition of her book follows recent developments to bring the story of fashionable dress up
to date, exploring the grunge look inspired by bands like Nirvana, the boho chic of the mid 90's,
retro-dressing, and the meanings of dress from the veil to soccer player David Beckham's
pink-varnished toenails.
  african american clothing history: Dress Codes Richard Thompson Ford, 2022-01-18 A law
professor and cultural critic offers an eye-opening exploration of the laws of fashion throughout
history, from the middle ages to the present day, examining the canons, mores and customs of
clothing rules that we often take for granted
  african american clothing history: Running from Bondage Karen Cook Bell, 2021-07 A



compelling examination of the ways enslaved women fought for their freedom during and after the
Revolutionary War.
  african american clothing history: The Devil's Cloth Michel Pastoureau, 2003-06-04 To
stripe a surface serves to distinguish it, to point it out, to oppose it or associate it with another
surface, and thus to classify it, to keep an eye on it, to verify it, even to censor it. Throughout the
ages, the stripe has made its mark in mysterious ways. From prisoners' uniforms to tailored suits, a
street sign to a set of sheets, Pablo Picasso to Saint Joseph, stripes have always made a bold
statement. But the boundary that separates the good stripe from the bad is often blurred. Why, for
instance, were stripes associated with the devil during the Middle Ages? How did stripes come to
symbolize freedom and unity after the American and French revolutions? When did the stripe
become a standard in men's fashion? In the stripe, writes author Michel Pastoureau, there is
something that resists enclosure within systems. So before putting on that necktie or waving your
country's flag, look to The Devil's Cloth for a colorful history of the stripe in all its variety,
controversy, and connotation.
  african american clothing history: Soul Thieves T. Brown, B. Kopano, 2014-12-17 Considers
the misappropriation of African American popular culture through various genres, largely Hip Hop,
to argue that while such cultural creations have the potential to be healing agents, they are still
exploited -often with the complicity of African Americans- for commercial purposes and to maintain
white ruling class hegemony.
  african american clothing history: I Can't Date Jesus Michael Arceneaux, 2018-07-24 NEW
YORK TIMES BESTSELLER Featured as One of Summer’s most anticipated reads by the Los Angeles
Times, Vogue, Vulture, Entertainment Weekly, ELLE, Buzzfeed, and Bitch Media. From the author of
I Don’t Want to Die Poor and in the style of New York Times bestsellers You Can’t Touch My Hair,
Bad Feminist, and I'm Judging You, a timely collection of alternately hysterical and soul‑searching
essays about what it is like to grow up as a creative, sensitive black man in a world that constantly
tries to deride and diminish your humanity. It hasn’t been easy being Michael Arceneaux. Equality
for LGBTQ people has come a long way and all, but voices of persons of color within the community
are still often silenced, and being Black in America is…well, have you watched the news? With the
characteristic wit and candor that have made him one of today’s boldest writers on social issues, I
Can’t Date Jesus is Michael Arceneaux’s impassioned, forthright, and refreshing look at minority life
in today’s America. Leaving no bigoted or ignorant stone unturned, he describes his journey in
learning to embrace his identity when the world told him to do the opposite. He eloquently writes
about coming out to his mother; growing up in Houston, Texas; being approached for the priesthood;
his obstacles in embracing intimacy that occasionally led to unfortunate fights with fire ants and
maybe fleas; and the persistent challenges of young people who feel marginalized and denied the
chance to pursue their dreams. Perfect for fans of David Sedaris, Samantha Irby, and Phoebe
Robinson, I Can’t Date Jesus tells us—without apologies—what it’s like to be outspoken and brave in
a divisive world.
  african american clothing history: African American History in the United States of America
(Volume Two) Tony Rose, 2024-05-16 In his international best-selling book, America the Black Point
of View: The Investigation and Study of the White People of America and Western Europe, author,
Tony Rose, defined who and what white people were and are. In his new book, A Blueprint for
Monetizing Reparations, Tony Rose, tells the White people of America and Western Europe how,
why, and what they must do to pay reparations to Africa, African Americans, and African-descended
people. The first one hundred pages will tell you everything you need to know for White people to
apologize and say thank you to Africa, Africans, African American slaves, Reparations; and their
descendants for helping to build and make America a rich and great country.
  african american clothing history: The Cruelty Is the Point Adam Serwer, 2021-06-29 NEW
YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • From an award-winning journalist at The Atlantic, these searing
essays make a powerful case that “real hope lies not in a sunny nostalgia for American greatness but
in seeing this history plain—in all of its brutality, unadorned by euphemism” (The New York Times).



NAMED ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY NPR • “No writer better demonstrates how
American dreams are so often sabotaged by American history. Adam Serwer is
essential.”—Ta-Nehisi Coates To many, our most shocking political crises appear
unprecedented—un-American, even. But they are not, writes The Atlantic’s Adam Serwer in this
prescient essay collection, which dissects the most devastating moments in recent memory to reveal
deeply entrenched dynamics, patterns as old as the country itself. The January 6 insurrection,
anti-immigrant sentiment, and American authoritarianism all have historic roots that explain their
continued power with or without President Donald Trump—a fact borne out by what has happened
since his departure from the White House. Serwer argues that Trump is not the cause, he is a
symptom. Serwer’s phrase “the cruelty is the point” became among the most-used descriptions of
Trump’s era, but as this book demonstrates, it resonates across centuries. The essays here combine
revelatory reporting, searing analysis, and a clarity that’s bracing. In this new, expanded version of
his bestselling debut, Serwer elegantly dissects white supremacy’s profound influence on our
political system, looking at the persistence of the Lost Cause, the past and present of police unions,
the mythology of migration, and the many faces of anti-Semitism. In so doing, he offers abundant
proof that our past is present and demonstrates the devastating costs of continuing to pretend it’s
not. The Cruelty Is the Point dares us, the reader, to not look away.
  african american clothing history: Ain't I A Woman? Sojourner Truth, 2020-09-24 'I am a
woman's rights. I have plowed and reaped and husked and chopped and mowed, and can any man do
more than that? I am as strong as any man that is now' A former slave and one of the most powerful
orators of her time, Sojourner Truth fought for the equal rights of Black women throughout her life.
This selection of her impassioned speeches is accompanied by the words of other inspiring
African-American female campaigners from the nineteenth century. One of twenty new books in the
bestselling Penguin Great Ideas series. This new selection showcases a diverse list of thinkers who
have helped shape our world today, from anarchists to stoics, feminists to prophets, satirists to Zen
Buddhists.
  african american clothing history: African American Urban History since World War II
Kenneth L. Kusmer, Joe W. Trotter, 2009-08-01 Historians have devoted surprisingly little attention
to African American urban history ofthe postwar period, especially compared with earlier decades.
Correcting this imbalance, African American Urban History since World War II features an exciting
mix of seasoned scholars and fresh new voices whose combined efforts provide the first
comprehensive assessment of this important subject. The first of this volume’s five groundbreaking
sections focuses on black migration and Latino immigration, examining tensions and alliances that
emerged between African Americans and other groups. Exploring the challenges of residential
segregation and deindustrialization, later sections tackle such topics as the real estate industry’s
discriminatory practices, the movement of middle-class blacks to the suburbs, and the influence of
black urban activists on national employment and social welfare policies. Another group of
contributors examines these themes through the lens of gender, chronicling deindustrialization’s
disproportionate impact on women and women’s leading roles in movements for social change.
Concluding with a set of essays on black culture and consumption, this volume fully realizes its goal
of linking local transformations with the national and global processes that affect urban class and
race relations.
  african american clothing history: Clawing at the Limits of Cool Farah Jasmine Griffin, Salim
Washington, 2013-10-22 When the renowned trumpeter and bandleader Miles Davis chose the
members of his quintet in 1955, he passed over well-known, respected saxophonists such as Sonny
Rollins to pick out the young, still untested John Coltrane. What might have seemed like a minor
decision at the time would instead set the course not just for each of their careers but for jazz itself.
Clawing at the Limits of Cool is the first book to focus on Davis and Coltrane's musical interaction
and its historical context, on the ways they influenced each other and the tremendous impact they've
had on culture since then. It chronicles the drama of their collaboration, from their initial historic
partnership to the interlude of their breakup, during which each man made tremendous progress



toward his personal artistic goals. And it continues with the last leg of their journey together, a time
when the Miles Davis group, featuring John Coltrane, forever changed the landscape of jazz. Authors
Farah Jasmine Griffin and Salim Washington examine the profound implications that the
Davis/Coltrane collaboration would have for jazz and African American culture, drawing parallels to
the changing standards of African American identity with their public personas and private
difficulties. With vastly different personal and musical styles, the two men could not have been more
different. One exemplified the tough, closemouthed cool of the fifties while the other made the
transition during this time from unfocused junkie to a religious pilgrim who would inspire others to
pursue spiritual enlightenment in the coming decade. Their years together mark a watershed
moment, and Clawing at the Limits of Cool draws on both cultural history and precise musical detail
to illuminate the importance that their collaboration would have for jazz and American history as a
whole.
  african american clothing history: Foundational Black American Race Baiter Tariq Nasheed,
2021-12 Foundational Black American Race Baiter is a journal from world-renowned activist and
social influencer Tariq Nasheed and his perspective on race relations
  african american clothing history: Black Style Carol Tulloch, 2004-09-08 'Black Style' looks
at the huge variety to be seen in black dress, hair and accessories, whether in West Africa, Jamaica,
or reinvented on the streets of the United States and Great Britain.
  african american clothing history: Black Legacy William Loren Katz, 2025-01-28 From the
award-winning author of Breaking the Chains and Black Indians comes a complete history of Black
Americans in New York State. Chronological, with photos throughout, and with new contributions by
Herb Boyd, here is an essential book for teachers, librarians and young readers. From the arrival of
the first enslaved Africans in New Amsterdam in 1609 to the Harlem Renaissance to the first Black
mayor of New York City to the impact of the Black Lives Matter movement, here is the complete and
newly updated history of Black Americans in New York. First published in 1997, Black Legacy
reasserts the essential work of teacher and historian William Loren Katz, who was committed to
documenting and uplifting the stories of Black Americans’ courage and creativity, resilience and
rebellion. In his new introduction, Herb Boyd, who also adds material bringing the book up to the
present day, writes that Katz’s oeuvre, “represents the full tableau of Black accomplishments and
aspirations.” Here are the Black politicians and poets, abolitionists, athletes and activists, the first
Black children to attend public school, the journalists who covered their stories, and those like Paul
Robeson, W.E.B. DuBois, Frederick Douglass, Marcus Garvey, Malcolm X, the Black Panthers, and
others who fought for Black freedom. Sojourner Truth, Madame C.J. Walker, the growth of the
Seneca Village and Weeksville communities, the Savoy and Cotton clubs of the Jazz Age; the near
death of Martin Luther King Jr. at Harlem Hospital, the discovery of an African burial site at Trinity
Church in lower Manhattan, Shirley Chisholm’s election to Congress, and so much more can be
discovered in these pages. Written with economy and flair, and including historical maps,
illustrations, and photographs throughout, Black Legacy is a fascinating read, a necessary teaching
tool, and a great addition to the literature of the history of Black America.
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