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Introduction:

The history of sports in America is inextricably intertwined with the
struggle for racial equality. African American athletes who made history have
not only excelled in their chosen fields but also served as powerful symbols
of resilience, determination, and the pursuit of justice. Their contributions
extend far beyond the playing field, influencing social change and inspiring
generations. This exploration delves into the lives and legacies of several
iconic figures, showcasing their impact on both sports and society.

H2: Jackie Robinson: The Pioneer Who Broke the Color Barrier

Jackie Robinson's courageous act of integrating Major League Baseball in 1947
stands as a pivotal moment in American history. Facing relentless racism and
prejudice, Robinson's unwavering dignity and exceptional talent silenced
critics and paved the way for countless other Black athletes. Anecdotes from
his time with the Brooklyn Dodgers illustrate the daily indignities he
endured, yet his focus remained steadfast on his performance, transforming
him into a symbol of hope and a beacon of racial progress. His story is more
than just baseball; it's a testament to the power of perseverance against
overwhelming odds. This exemplifies the profound impact African American
athletes who made history have had on societal change.



H2: Jesse Owens: Defying Hitler's Propaganda

Jesse Owens' triumph at the 1936 Berlin Olympics stands as a powerful
counter-narrative to Hitler's Aryan supremacy ideology. His four gold medals,
achieved amidst a backdrop of intense racial tension and Nazi propaganda,
became a symbol of human potential transcending racial prejudice. Owens’
personal struggles following his Olympic success highlight the systemic
racism he still faced despite his global fame. This reinforces the continuing
relevance of discussing African American athletes who made history and their
ongoing fight for equality.

H2: Serena and Venus Williams: Redefining Excellence and Empowerment

Serena and Venus Williams have revolutionized the world of tennis, dominating
the sport for decades while also becoming powerful advocates for women's
rights and racial equality. Their journey from Compton, California, to global
superstardom embodies the relentless pursuit of excellence in the face of
adversity. Their outspokenness on issues of race and gender has made them
role models far beyond the tennis court. They exemplify the ongoing legacy of
African American athletes who made history, demonstrating how athletic
achievements can be a powerful platform for broader social change.

H2: Jim Brown: The Unparalleled Running Back and Activist

Jim Brown's dominance on the football field is legendary. However, his impact
extends beyond his incredible athletic abilities. His early retirement from
the Cleveland Browns at the peak of his career allowed him to dedicate his
life to social activism, becoming a prominent voice in the Civil Rights
Movement. Brown's courageous stand showcases the multifaceted nature of
African American athletes who made history, highlighting their commitment to
social justice and equality beyond their athletic achievements.

H2: Other Notable Figures: A Legacy of Achievement

The contributions of African American athletes who made history extend far
beyond these individual examples. From Wilma Rudolph's Olympic triumphs to
the groundbreaking achievements of athletes in basketball (Bill Russell,
Kareem Abdul-Jabbar), track and field (Florence Griffith-Joyner), and boxing
(Muhammad Ali), countless individuals have shattered barriers and inspired
future generations. Their stories, though diverse, share a common thread of
resilience, determination, and a commitment to excellence in the face of
adversity.

Conclusion:

The narrative of African American athletes who made history is not simply a
recounting of athletic achievements; it is a powerful testament to the human
spirit's ability to overcome adversity. These athletes' struggles, triumphs,
and unwavering commitment to social justice continue to resonate today,
inspiring us to strive for equality and celebrate the enduring power of the



human spirit. Their legacy serves as a constant reminder of the importance of
fighting for justice and equality for all.
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FAQs:

What challenges did African American athletes face historically? African1.
American athletes faced systemic racism, segregation, discrimination,
and limited opportunities throughout much of American history.

How did these athletes contribute to the Civil Rights Movement? Many1.
athletes used their platforms to advocate for racial justice,
challenging discriminatory practices and inspiring social change.

What are some examples of African American athletes breaking color1.
barriers? Jackie Robinson's integration of Major League Baseball is a
prime example, along with many others across various sports.

Beyond sports, what impact did these athletes have on society? They1.
served as role models, inspiring future generations and pushing for
social equality and justice.

How did their activism contribute to social change? Their public stances1.
and activism helped raise awareness of racial injustice and spurred the
fight for civil rights.

What are some contemporary African American athletes who are continuing1.
this legacy? Numerous athletes today continue to be vocal advocates for
social justice and equality, carrying on the legacy of their
predecessors.



How can we learn more about the history of African American athletes?1.
Researching primary sources, biographies, and documentaries provides
valuable insight into their lives and contributions.

What is the importance of remembering their stories? Remembering their1.
stories keeps their struggle and achievements alive, inspiring continued
efforts for equality and social justice.

How have their contributions impacted the sports landscape today? Their1.
contributions led to greater inclusion and opportunities for African
American athletes in various sports.

Related Articles:

Jackie Robinson: A Life Beyond Baseball: Explores Robinson's life beyond1.
his baseball career and his activism for civil rights.

Jesse Owens: More Than Just Gold Medals: Details Owens' personal1.
struggles and the societal impact of his Olympic victory.

Serena Williams: The Reign of a Queen: Focuses on Serena's dominance in1.
tennis and her influence beyond the court.

Jim Brown: Activist and Athlete: Examines Brown's contributions to1.
social justice and his legacy as a football player.

The Black Athlete and the Civil Rights Movement: Explores the1.
interconnectedness of sport and social change during the Civil Rights
era.



Breaking Barriers: African American Women in Sports: Showcases the1.
achievements of African American women who overcame gender and racial
barriers.

Muhammad Ali: The Greatest and the Activist: Examines Ali's boxing1.
career and his passionate stance against the Vietnam War.

The Legacy of Bill Russell: Explores Russell's contributions to1.
basketball and his impact on racial equality.

From the Field to the Courtroom: Athletes Fighting for Justice:1.
Highlights how athletes have used their platforms to advocate for legal
and social justice.

  african american athletes who made history: The Heritage Howard Bryant, 2018-05-08
Following in the footsteps of Robeson, Ali, Robinson and others, today’s Black athletes re-engage
with social issues and the meaning of American patriotism Named a best book of 2018 by Library
Journal It used to be that politics and sports were as separate from one another as church and state.
The ballfield was an escape from the world’s worst problems, top athletes were treated like heroes,
and cheering for the home team was as easy and innocent as hot dogs and beer. “No news on the
sports page” was a governing principle in newsrooms. That was then. Today, sports arenas have
been transformed into staging grounds for American patriotism and the hero worship of law
enforcement. Teams wear camouflage jerseys to honor those who serve; police officers throw out
first pitches; soldiers surprise their families with homecomings at halftime. Sports and politics are
decidedly entwined. But as journalist Howard Bryant reveals, this has always been more complicated
for black athletes, who from the start, were committing a political act simply by being on the field. In
fact, among all black employees in twentieth-century America, perhaps no other group had more
outsized influence and power than ballplayers. The immense social responsibilities that came with
the role is part of the black athletic heritage. It is a heritage built by the influence of the
superstardom and radical politics of Paul Robeson, Jackie Robinson, Muhammad Ali, Tommie Smith,
and John Carlos through the 1960s; undermined by apolitical, corporate-friendly “transcenders of
race,” O. J. Simpson, Michael Jordan, and Tiger Woods in the following decades; and reclaimed today
by the likes of LeBron James, Colin Kaepernick, and Carmelo Anthony. The Heritage is the story of
the rise, fall, and fervent return of the athlete-activist. Through deep research and interviews with
some of sports’ best-known stars—including Kaepernick, David Ortiz, Charles Barkley, and Chris
Webber—as well as members of law enforcement and the military, Bryant details the collision of
post-9/11 sports in America and the politically engaged post-Ferguson black athlete.



  african american athletes who made history: Out of the Shadows David K. Wiggins,
2008-02-01 The original essays in this comprehensive collection examine the lives and sports of
famous and not-so-famous African American male and female athletes from the nineteenth century
to today. Here are twenty insightful biographies that furnish perspectives on the changing status of
these athletes and how these changes mirrored the transformation of sports, American society, and
civil rights legislation. Some of the athletes discussed include Marshall Taylor (bicycling), William
Henry Lewis (football), Jack Johnson, Satchel Paige, Jesse Owens, Joe Lewis, Alice Coachman (track
and field), Althea Gibson (tennis), Wilma Rudolph, Bill Russell, Jim Brown, Arthur Ashe, Michael
Jordan, Tiger Woods, and Venus and Serena Williams.
  african american athletes who made history: We Will Win the Day Louis Moore,
2017-09-21 This exceedingly timely book looks at the history of black activist athletes and the
important role of the black community in making sure fair play existed, not only in sports, but across
U.S. society. Most books that focus on ties between sports, black athletes, and the Civil Rights
Movement focus on specific issues or people. They discuss, for example, how baseball was
integrated or tell the stories of individuals like Jackie Robinson or Muhammad Ali. This book
approaches the topic differently. By examining the connection between sports, black athletes and
the Civil Rights Movement overall, it puts the athletes and their stories into the proper context.
Rather than romanticizing the stories and the men and women who lived them, it uses the roles
these individuals played—or chose not to play—to illuminate the complexities and nuances in the
relationship between black athletes and the fight for racial equality. Arranged thematically, the book
starts with Jackie Robinson's entry into baseball when he signed with the Dodgers in 1945 and ends
with the revolt of black athletes in the late 1960s, symbolized by Tommie Smith and John Carlos
famously raising their clenched fists during a medal ceremony at the 1968 Olympics. Accounts from
the black press and the athletes themselves help illustrate the role black athletes played in the Civil
Rights Movement. At the same time, the book also examines how the black public viewed sports and
the contributions of black athletes during these tumultuous decades, showing how the black
communities' belief in merit and democracy—combined with black athletic success—influenced the
push for civil rights.
  african american athletes who made history: Taboo Jon Entine, 2008-08-05 In virtually every
sport in which they are given opportunity to compete, people of African descent dominate. East
Africans own every distance running record. Professional sports in the Americas are dominated by
men and women of West African descent. Why have blacks come to dominate sports? Are they
somehow physically better? And why are we so uncomfortable when we discuss this? Drawing on the
latest scientific research, journalist Jon Entine makes an irrefutable case for black athletic
superiority. We learn how scientists have used numerous, bogus scientific methods to prove that
blacks were either more or less superior physically, and how racist scientists have often equated
physical prowess with intellectual deficiency. Entine recalls the long, hard road to integration, both
on the field and in society. And he shows why it isn't just being black that matters—it makes a huge
difference as to where in Africa your ancestors are from.Equal parts sports, science and examination
of why this topic is so sensitive, Taboois a book that will spark national debate.
  african american athletes who made history: The Revolt of the Black Athlete Harry
Edwards, 2017-05-02 The Revolt of the Black Athlete hit sport and society like an Ali combination.
This Fiftieth Anniversary edition of Harry Edwards's classic of activist scholarship arrives even as a
new generation engages with the issues he explored. Edwards's new introduction and afterword
revisit the revolts by athletes like Muhammad Ali, Kareem Abdul-Jabbar, Tommie Smith, and John
Carlos. At the same time, he engages with the struggles of a present still rife with racism,
double-standards, and economic injustice. Again relating the rebellion of black athletes to a larger
spirit of revolt among black citizens, Edwards moves his story forward to our era of protests,
boycotts, and the dramatic politicization of athletes by Black Lives Matter. Incisive yet ultimately
hopeful, The Revolt of the Black Athlete is the still-essential study of the conflicts at the interface of
sport, race, and society.



  african american athletes who made history: More Than a Game David K. Wiggins,
2018-10-01 More than a Game discusses how African American men and women sought to
participate in sport and what that participation meant to them, the African American community,
and the United States more generally. Recognizing the complicated history of race in America and
how sport can both divide and bring people together, the book chronicles the ways in which African
Americans overcame racial discrimination to achieve success in an institution often described as
America's only true meritocracy. African Americans have often glorified sport, viewing it as one of
the few ways they can achieve a better life. In reality, while some African Americans found fame and
fortune in sport, most struggled just to participate – let alone succeed at the highest levels of sport.
Thus, the book has two basic themes. It discusses the varied experiences of African Americans in
sport and how their participation has both reflected and changed views of race.
  african american athletes who made history: Globetrotting Damion L. Thomas, 2012-09-30
Throughout the Cold War, the Soviet Union deplored the treatment of African Americans by the U.S.
government as proof of hypocrisy in the American promises of freedom and equality. This probing
history examines government attempts to manipulate international perceptions of U.S. race relations
during the Cold War by sending African American athletes abroad on goodwill tours and in
international competitions as cultural ambassadors and visible symbols of American values. Damion
L. Thomas follows the State Department's efforts from 1945 to 1968 to showcase prosperous African
American athletes including Jackie Robinson, Jesse Owens, and the Harlem Globetrotters as the
preeminent citizens of the African Diaspora, rather than as victims of racial oppression. With
athletes in baseball, track and field, and basketball, the government relied on figures whose fame
carried the desired message to countries where English was little understood. However, eventually
African American athletes began to provide counter-narratives to State Department claims of
American exceptionalism, most notably with Tommie Smith and John Carlos's famous black power
salute at the 1968 Mexico City Olympics. Exploring the geopolitical significance of racial integration
in sports during the early days of the Cold War, this book looks at the Eisenhower and Kennedy
administrations' attempts to utilize sport to overcome hostile international responses to the violent
repression of the civil rights movement in the United States. Highlighting how African American
athletes responded to significant milestones in American racial justice such as the 1954 Brown v.
Board of Education decision and the passage of the 1964 Civil Rights Act, Thomas surveys the
shifting political landscape during this period as African American athletes increasingly resisted
being used in State Department propaganda and began to use sports to challenge continued
oppression.
  african american athletes who made history: Say it Loud Roxanne Jones, Jessie Paolucci,
2010 Presents a tribute to the accomplishments of African American athletes who risked their
well-being to promote social and legal changes, and includes coverage of such figures as Jesse
Owens, Arthur Ashe, and Jackie Robinson.
  african american athletes who made history: Black Athletes Who Changed Sports L. A.
Amber, 2020-08-31 Instant Best Seller in Children's Sports Biographies A tribute to our Black
Athletes - This book will inspire you and your child. A beautifully crafted collection of poetry and
rhymes of Black Athletes who changed sport history and inspire us-- but more importantly, a story of
overcoming adversity and encouragement. Against all odds these Black athletes became the greatest
players in history. Learn the Life Lessons from the Greatest Black Athletes. Black Athletes who
Changed Sports - Black History Matters Book Series: honors the following black Athletes : Jesse
Owens Jackie Robinson Althea Gibson Willie Mays Wilma Rudolph Muhammad Ali Arthur Ashe
Walter Payton Magic Johnson Florence Griffith Joyner Jackie Joyner-Kersee Michael Jordan Debi
Thomas Michael Johnson Lisa Leslie Kobe Bryant Serena Williams Maya Moore Gabby Douglas
Simone Biles
  african american athletes who made history: Jackie Robinson Blake Hoena, 2020-08-04 In
an era of discrimination, Jack Roosevelt Jackie Robinson broke Major League Baseball's race barrier.
Before Robinson took his place at first base, the majors discriminated against African-American



athletes, denying them a chance to compete. Despite facing harassment from fans and other players,
Robinson stayed focused on the game, becoming the MLB Rookie of the Year in 1947 and later a
baseball legend. This graphic biography follows Robinson's time on semi-pro teams, his days in the
US military, and his history-making experience with the Brooklyn Dodgers.
  african american athletes who made history: Separate Games David K. Wiggins, Ryan
Swanson, 2016-11-01 The hardening of racial lines during the first half of the twentieth century
eliminated almost all African Americans from white organized sports, forcing black athletes to form
their own teams, organizations, and events. This separate sporting culture, explored in the twelve
essays included here, comprised much more than athletic competition; these separate games
provided examples of black enterprise and black self-help and showed the importance of agency and
the quest for racial uplift in a country fraught with racialist thinking and discrimination.
  african american athletes who made history: NOT THE TRIUMPH BUT THE STRUGGLE
Amy Bass, Martin Luther King Jr., uprisings in American cities, student protests around the world,
the rise of the Black Power movement, and decolonization and apartheid in Africa..
  african american athletes who made history: A Level Playing Field Gerald L. Early,
2011-04-29 The noted cultural critic Gerald Early explores the intersection of race and sports, and
our deeper, often contradictory attitudes toward the athletes we glorify. What desires and anxieties
are encoded in our worship of (or disdain for) high-performance athletes? What other, invisible
contests unfold when we watch a sporting event?
  african american athletes who made history: Latino and African American Athletes
Today David L. Porter, 2004 Eighteen sports, from baseball to bobsledding, are covered. The
profiles of the men and women include personal background information and athletic career
achievements through 2002. Each athletic career is traced, including entrance into sport, major
accomplishments, records set, awards and honors, and overall impact. Quotations from the athletes
enrich each profile. Bibliographies and photos complement the entries.--Jacket.
  african american athletes who made history: Jesse Owens Blake Hoena, 2021-01-01
Audisee® eBooks with Audio combine professional narration and sentence highlighting to engage
reluctant readers! In 1936, Adolf Hitler attempted to make the Olympic Games in Berlin, Germany, a
showcase of Nazi superiority with a new stadium and the first television broadcast of the Games. He
didn't account for African-American sprinter and long jumper James Cleveland Jesse Owens, who
smashed records throughout his track and field career. Owens turned Hitler's Olympic vision on its
head by winning four gold medals in the 100m, 200m, 4x100m relay and long jump. Along the way,
he broke or equaled nine Olympic records and set three world records. In graphic nonfiction style,
this biography takes readers from Owens's early life to his historic athletic triumphs.
  african american athletes who made history: The Forgotten First Keyshawn Johnson, Bob
Glauber, 2021-09-21 The unknown story of the Black pioneers who collectively changed the face of
the NFL in 1946. THE FORGOTTEN FIRST chronicles the lives of four incredible men, the racism
they experienced as Black players entering a segregated sport, the burden of expectation they
carried, and their many achievements, which would go on to affect football for generations to come.
More than a year before Jackie Robinson broke the color barrier in Major League Baseball, there
was another seismic moment in pro sports history. On March 21,1946, former UCLA star running
back Kenny Washington—a teammate of Robinson's in college—signed a contract with the Los
Angeles Rams. This ended one of the most shameful periods in NFL history, when African-American
players were banned from league play. Washington would not be alone in serving as a pioneer for
NFL integration. Just months after he joined the Rams, thanks to a concerted effort by influential
Los Angeles political and civic leaders, the team signed Woody Strode, who played with both
Washington and Robinson at UCLA in one of the most celebrated backfields in college sports history.
And that same year, a little-known coach named Paul Brown of the fledgling Cleveland Browns
signed running back Marion Motley and defensive lineman Bill Willis, thereby integrating a startup
league that would eventually merge with the NFL. THE FORGOTTEN FIRST tells the story of one of
the most significant cultural shifts in pro football history, as four men opened the door to



opportunity and changed the sport forever.
  african american athletes who made history: A Hard Road To Glory: A History Of The
African American Athlete Arthur Ashe, 1993-10-01 The second volume of the three-volume history
described by RandR Book News under the ISBN for Volume 1 (006-6). Annotation copyright by Book
News, Inc., Portland, OR
  african american athletes who made history: Better Than the Best John C. Walter, Malina
Iida, 2010 These engaging and forthright interviews bring together the life stories of thirteen black
athletes who have risen to the top rank of their sport. In revealing and fascinating detail, these
athletes describe how they succeeded in the face of often daunting odds, often the result of
economic barriers and racist attitudes and practices.
  african american athletes who made history: Integrating the Gridiron Lane Demas, 2010
Even the most casual sports fans celebrate the achievements of professional athletes, among them
Jackie Robinson, Muhammad Ali, and Joe Louis. Yet before and after these heroes staked a claim for
African Americans in professional sports, dozens of college athletes asserted their own civil rights on
the amateur playing field, and continue to do so today. Integrating the Gridiron, the first book
devoted to exploring the racial politics of college athletics, examines the history of African
Americans on predominantly white college football teams from the nineteenth century through
today. Lane Demas compares the acceptance and treatment of black student athletes by presenting
compelling stories of those who integrated teams nationwide, and illuminates race relations in a
number of regions, including the South, Midwest, West Coast, and Northeast. Focused case studies
examine the University of California, Los Angeles in the late 1930s; integrated football in the
Midwest and the 1951 Johnny Bright incident; the southern response to black players and the 1955
integration of the Sugar Bowl; and black protest in college football and the 1969 University of
Wyoming Black 14. Each of these issues drew national media attention and transcended the world of
sports, revealing how fans--and non-fans--used college football to shape their understanding of the
larger civil rights movement.
  african american athletes who made history: Race, Sport and Politics Ben Carrington,
2010-08-01 Written by one of the leading international authorities on the sociology of race and sport,
this is the first book to address sport′s role in ′the making of race′, the place of sport within black
diasporic struggles for freedom and equality, and the contested location of sport in relation to the
politics of recognition within contemporary multicultural societies. Race, Sport and Politics shows
how, during the first decades of the twentieth century, the idea of ′the natural black athlete′ was
invented in order to make sense of and curtail the political impact and cultural achievements of
black sportswomen and men. More recently, ′the black athlete′ as sign has become a highly
commodified object within contemporary hyper-commercialized sports-media culture thus limiting
the transformative potential of critically conscious black athleticism to re-imagine what it means to
be both black and human in the twenty-first century. Race, Sport and Politics will be of interest to
students and scholars in sociology of culture and sport, the sociology of race and diaspora studies,
postcolonial theory, cultural theory and cultural studies.
  african american athletes who made history: 100 Greatest African Americans Molefi Kete
Asante, 2010-06-28 Since 1619, when Africans first came ashore in the swampy Chesapeake region
of Virginia, there have been many individuals whose achievements or strength of character in the
face of monumental hardships have called attention to the genius of the African American people.
This book attempts to distill from many wonderful possibilities the 100 most outstanding examples of
greatness. Pioneering scholar of African American Studies Molefi Kete Asante has used four criteria
in his selection: the individual''s significance in the general progress of African Americans toward
full equality in the American social and political system; self-sacrifice and the demonstration of risk
for the collective good; unusual will and determination in the face of the greatest danger or against
the most stubborn odds; and personal achievement that reveals the best qualities of the African
American people. In adopting these criteria Professor Asante has sought to steer away from the
usual standards of popular culture, which often elevates the most popular, the wealthiest, or the



most photogenic to the cult of celebrity. The individuals in this book - examples of lasting greatness
as opposed to the ephemeral glare of celebrity fame - come from four centuries of African American
history. Each entry includes brief biographical information, relevant dates, an assessment of the
individual''s place in African American history with particular reference to a historical timeline, and
a discussion of his or her unique impact on American society. Numerous pictures and illustrations
will accompany the articles. This superb reference work will complement any library and be of
special interest to students and scholars of American and African American history.
  african american athletes who made history: Leveling the Playing Field David Marc,
2015-07-22 Leveling the Playing Field tells the story of the African American members of the
1969–70 Syracuse University football team who petitioned for racial equality on their team. The
petition had four demands: access to the same academic tutoring made available to their white
teammates; better medical care for all team members; starting assignments based on merit rather
than race; and a discernible effort to racially integrate the coaching staff, which had been all white
since 1898. The players’ charges of racial disparity were fiercely contested by many of the white
players on the team, and the debate spilled into the newspapers and drew protests from around the
country. Mistakenly called the Syracuse 8 by media reports in the 1970s, the nine players who
signed the petition did not receive a response allowing or even acknowledging their demands. They
boycotted the spring 1970 practice, and Coach Ben Schwartzwalder, a deeply beloved figure on
campus and a Hall of Fame football coach nearing retirement, banned seven of the players from the
team. As tensions escalated, white players staged a day-long walkout in support of the coaching
staff, and an enhanced police presence was required at home games. Extensive interviews with each
player offer a firsthand account of their decision to stand their ground while knowing it would
jeopardize their professional football career. They discuss with candor the ways in which the boycott
profoundly changed the course of their lives. In Leveling the Playing Field, Marc chronicles this
contentious moment in Syracuse University’s history and tells the story through the eyes of the
players who demanded change for themselves and for those who would follow them.
  african american athletes who made history: African Americans in Sports David K. Wiggins,
2015-03-26 This two-volume set features 400 articles on African-Americans in sports, including
biographical entries as well as entries on events, tournaments, leagues, clubs, films, and
associations. The entries cover all professional, amateur, and college sports such as baseball, tennis,
and golf.
  african american athletes who made history: Forty Million Dollar Slaves William C. Rhoden,
2010-02-10 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • “An explosive and absorbing discussion of race,
politics, and the history of American sports.”—Ebony From Jackie Robinson to Muhammad Ali and
Arthur Ashe, African American athletes have been at the center of modern culture, their on-the-field
heroics admired and stratospheric earnings envied. But for all their money, fame, and achievement,
says New York Times columnist William C. Rhoden, black athletes still find themselves on the
periphery of true power in the multibillion-dollar industry their talent built. Provocative and
controversial, Rhoden’s $40 Million Slaves weaves a compelling narrative of black athletes in the
United States, from the plantation to their beginnings in nineteenth-century boxing rings to the
history-making accomplishments of notable figures such as Jesse Owens, Althea Gibson, and Willie
Mays. Rhoden reveals that black athletes’ “evolution” has merely been a journey from literal
plantations—where sports were introduced as diversions to quell revolutionary stirrings—to today’s
figurative ones, in the form of collegiate and professional sports programs. He details the “conveyor
belt” that brings kids from inner cities and small towns to big-time programs, where they’re cut off
from their roots and exploited by team owners, sports agents, and the media. He also sets his sights
on athletes like Michael Jordan, who he says have abdicated their responsibility to the community
with an apathy that borders on treason. The power black athletes have today is as limited as when
masters forced their slaves to race and fight. The primary difference is, today’s shackles are
invisible. Praise for Forty Million Dollar Slaves “A provocative, passionate, important, and disturbing
book.”—The New York Times Book Review “Brilliant . . . a beautifully written, complex, and rich



narrative.”—Washington Post Book World “A powerful call for more black athletes to give back to
their communities.”—Los Angeles Times
  african american athletes who made history: What's My Name, Fool? Dave Zirin, 2011-02 In
Whats My Name, Fool? sports writer Dave Zirin shows how sports express the worst - and at times
the most creative, exciting, and political - features of our society. Zirins sharp and insightful
commentary on the personalities, politics, and history of American sports is unlike any sports writing
being done today. Zirin explores how NBA brawls highlight tensions beyond the arena, how the bold
stances taken by sports unions can chart a path for the entire labor movement, and the unexplored
political stirrings of a new generation of athletes who are no longer content to just ''play one game
at a time.'' Whats My Name, Fool? draws on original interviews with former heavyweight champ
George Foreman, Olympic athlete John Carlos, NBA player and anti-death penalty activist Etan
Thomas, antiwar womens college hoopster Toni Smith, Olympic Project for Human Rights leader Lee
Evans and many others. It also unearths a history of athletes ranging from Jackie Robinson to
Muhammad Ali to Billie Jean King, who charted a new course through their athletic ability and their
outspoken views.
  african american athletes who made history: Race and Sport Charles Kenyatta Ross, 2004
An examination of the connection between race and sport in America
  african american athletes who made history: Olympic Pride, American Prejudice
Deborah Riley Draper, Blair Underwood, Travis Thrasher, 2020-02-04 In this “must-read for anyone
concerned with race, sports, and politics in America” (William C. Rhoden, New York Times
bestselling author), the inspirational and largely unknown true story of the eighteen African
American athletes who competed in the 1936 Berlin Olympic Games, defying the racism of both Nazi
Germany and the Jim Crow South. Set against the turbulent backdrop of a segregated United States,
sixteen Black men and two Black women are torn between boycotting the Olympic Games in Nazi
Germany or participating. If they go, they would represent a country that considered them
second-class citizens and would compete amid a strong undercurrent of Aryan superiority that
considered them inferior. Yet, if they stayed, would they ever have a chance to prove them wrong on
a global stage? Five athletes, full of discipline and heart, guide you through this harrowing and
inspiring journey. There’s a young and feisty Tidye Pickett from Chicago, whose lithe speed makes
her the first African American woman to compete in the Olympic Games; a quiet Louise Stokes from
Malden, Massachusetts, who breaks records across the Northeast with humble beginnings training
on railroad tracks. We find Mack Robinson in Pasadena, California, setting an example for his
younger brother, Jackie Robinson; and the unlikely competitor Archie Williams, a lanky book-smart
teen in Oakland takes home a gold medal. Then there’s Ralph Metcalfe, born in Atlanta and raised in
Chicago, who becomes the wise and fierce big brother of the group. From burning crosses set on the
Robinsons’s lawn to a Pennsylvania small town on fire with praise and parades when the athletes
return from Berlin, Olympic Pride, American Prejudice has “done the world a favor by bringing into
the sunlight the unknown story of eighteen black Olympians who should never be forgotten. This
book is both beautiful and wrenching, and essential to understanding the rich history of African
American athletes” (Kevin Merida, editor-in-chief of ESPN’s The Undefeated).
  african american athletes who made history: Extraordinary Black Missourians John Aaron
Wright, Sylvia A. Wright, 2013 African Americans have been a part of Missouri from its territorial
days to the present, and Extraordinary Black Missourians describes more than 100 pioneers,
educators, civil rights activists, scientists, entertainers, athletes, journalists, authors, soldiers, and
attorneys who have lived in the state for part or all of their lives. Josephine Baker, Lloyd Gaines,
Langston Hughes, Annie Malone, Dred Scott, Roy Wilkins, and others featured in the book are
representative of individuals who have contributed to the African American legacy of Missouri. They
set records, made discoveries, received international acclaim and awards, as well as led in the civil
rights movement by breaking down racial barriers. These accomplishments, and others, have played
a major role in shaping the history and culture of the state and nation. Extraordinary Black
Missourians attempts to put a face on these individuals and tells of their joys, failures, hardships,



and triumphs over sometimes insurmountable odds.
  african american athletes who made history: Race, Sport and the American Dream Earl
Smith, 2014 Race, Sport and the American Dream (2007) won the annual North American Society
for the Sociology of Sport Best Book Award, announced at the Society''s 2008 annual conference.
Race, Sport and the American Dream reports the main findings of a long term research project
investigating the scope and consequences of the deepening relationship between African American
males and the institution of sport. While there is some scholarly literature on the topic, author Earl
Smith tries to understand through this project how sport has changed the nature of African
American Civil Society and has come to be a major influence on economic opportunities, schooling
and the shaping of African American family life. The third edition of Race, Sport and the American
Dream improves upon the second edition in four key ways: (1) by updating the empirical data so that
it is the most current on the market, (2) by expanding the discussion of the Athletic Industrial
Complex (AIC) to include a robust discussion of the explosion of Conference Realignment, (3) by
expanding the discussion of leadership in SportsWorld to include the most current theory in the area
of sports management and (4) by adding an entirely new chapter on male athletes and violence
against women. In addition, the third edition expands the discussion of the elusive American Dream
and the role of sports in accessing better life chances, success and happiness. The third edition of
Race, Sport and the American Dream also includes a discussion of the increased role that social
media plays in SportsWorld by allowing everyone and anyone to become a sports critic as well as a
discussion of race in SportsWorld in the era of changing the racial landscape of the US. Specifically,
the US has become more racially diverse and critics are debating the role that the election of the
first African American president plays in this changing landscape. All in all, the third edition of Race,
Sport and the American Dream expands on existing discussions and provides new areas of inquiry.
This book is intended to provide social scientists and others interested in sports with an
understanding of carefully selected issues related to the African American athlete. Smith examines
the world of amateur sports (Olympic and intercollegiate sport) using Immanuel Wallerstein''s
World-Systems Paradigm which provides a lens with which to examine the colonizing and
exploitative nature of intercollegiate sports and the special arrangements that universities have with
SportsWorld. All of the topics in this book are addressed within the context of the history of racial
oppression that has dominated race relations in the United States since its inception as a
nation-state in the 1620s. Across a variety of topics including sport as big business--which Smith
terms the Athletic Industrial Complex--to criminal behavior by athletes, to the lack of leadership
opportunities for African American athletes, to the question of the biological superiority of African
American athletes, Smith argues that any discussion of race and sport must be understood within
this context of power and domination. Otherwise the importance of the question itself will always be
(a) misunderstood or (b) underestimated. Dr. Earl Smith''s 3rd edition of Race, Sport and the
American Dream is much-needed scholarship for understanding the life chances for not only young
African American athletes -- competing in a new global sports marketplace -- but their family''s
investments in sports. His analysis is crisp, insightful and he brings to this 3rd edition new empirical
evidence for understanding a whole set of interlocking and very complicated issues that have
exploded in SportsWorld since the 2nd edition, including, but not limited to: NCAA conference
realignment and its impact on college athletes; violence against women perpetrated by college and
professional athletes; and a complex theoretical analysis of the decline of Black head coaches,
especially in college and professional football and other challenges African Americans face in their
lives after sports. -- Kenneth L. Shropshire, David W. Hauck Professor at the University of
Pennsylvania''s Wharton School of Business, Director of the Wharton Sports Business Initiative. His
most recent book is Negotiate Like the Pros: A Top Sports Negotiator''s Lessons for Making Deals,
Building Relationships and Getting What You Want. Earl Smith has been a scholar on the issue of
race and sport for many years. His Race, Sport and the American Dream is essential reading for
anyone interested in the subject. He organized the book in a clear layout that puts forth an
important lens on the issue. He gives us theory that demonstrates the mighty struggles of African



Americans in sport but also is real-life enough to help us feel both the pain of the barriers and the
joy in overcoming them. -- Richard Lapchick, Director, Institute for Diversity and Ethics in Sport,
University of Central Florida This well-documented book provides insights into race and sport, as
African American athletes have made their way along the path toward an equal playing field and the
American dream. Summing up: Recommended. -- CHOICE Magazine
  african american athletes who made history: The Cuckoo's Cry Caroline Overington,
2021-10-01 A compulsively gripping lockdown thriller by the bestselling author of The One Who Got
Away On the eve of the global lockdown, Don Barlow opens the door of his old beachside cottage to
find a pretty girl with pink-tipped hair, claiming to be his granddaughter. She needs help and has
nowhere else to go. He welcomes her in, and so begins a mystery set in unprecedented times: with
the virus raging outside their home, the girl cannot be asked to leave, but what does he risk by
having her stay? As Don and the girl start to forge a bond, Don's adult daughter has her own
suspicions about what the newcomer is after. But, unable to travel, how can she protect Don and
discover if the girl really is who she claims to be? 'You won't put The Cuckoo's Cry down. It's an
addictive, read-in-one-sitting book with some surprisingly tender moments, a compelling relationship
between the two main protagonists, and an unexpected twist at the end.' Better Reading Praise for
Caroline Overington: 'Deft, dramatic and psychologically astute' Saturday Age 'Overington keeps you
guessing until the last' Daily Telegraph 'Caroline Overington has an ability to home in on the darker,
unsettling sides of life, seizing upon topics you might see headlining the news and spinning them
into gripping page-turners.' Hannah Richell, Australian Women's Weekly
  african american athletes who made history: The Negro in Sports Edwin Bancroft
Henderson, 1949
  african american athletes who made history: The Cruelty Is the Point Adam Serwer,
2021-06-29 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • From an award-winning journalist at The Atlantic,
these searing essays make a powerful case that “real hope lies not in a sunny nostalgia for American
greatness but in seeing this history plain—in all of its brutality, unadorned by euphemism” (The New
York Times). NAMED ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY NPR • “No writer better
demonstrates how American dreams are so often sabotaged by American history. Adam Serwer is
essential.”—Ta-Nehisi Coates To many, our most shocking political crises appear
unprecedented—un-American, even. But they are not, writes The Atlantic’s Adam Serwer in this
prescient essay collection, which dissects the most devastating moments in recent memory to reveal
deeply entrenched dynamics, patterns as old as the country itself. The January 6 insurrection,
anti-immigrant sentiment, and American authoritarianism all have historic roots that explain their
continued power with or without President Donald Trump—a fact borne out by what has happened
since his departure from the White House. Serwer argues that Trump is not the cause, he is a
symptom. Serwer’s phrase “the cruelty is the point” became among the most-used descriptions of
Trump’s era, but as this book demonstrates, it resonates across centuries. The essays here combine
revelatory reporting, searing analysis, and a clarity that’s bracing. In this new, expanded version of
his bestselling debut, Serwer elegantly dissects white supremacy’s profound influence on our
political system, looking at the persistence of the Lost Cause, the past and present of police unions,
the mythology of migration, and the many faces of anti-Semitism. In so doing, he offers abundant
proof that our past is present and demonstrates the devastating costs of continuing to pretend it’s
not. The Cruelty Is the Point dares us, the reader, to not look away.
  african american athletes who made history: Darwin's Athletes John Hoberman, 1997-11-03
A “provocative, disturbing, important” look at how society’s obsession with athletic achievement
undermines African Americans (The New York Times). Very few pastimes in America cross racial,
regional, cultural, and economic boundaries the way sports do. From the near-religious respect for
Sunday Night Football to obsessions with stars like Tiger Woods, Serena Williams, and Michael
Jordan, sports are as much a part of our national DNA as life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.
But hidden within this reverence—shared by the media, corporate America, even the athletes
themselves—is a dark narrative of division, social pathology, and racism. In Darwin’s Athletes, John



Hoberman takes a controversial look at the profound and disturbing effect that the worship of
sports, and specifically of black players, has on national race relations. From exposing the
perpetuation of stereotypes of African American violence and criminality to examining the effect that
athletic dominance has on perceptions of intelligence to delving into misconceptions of racial
biology, Hoberman tackles difficult questions about the sometimes subtle ways that bigotry can be
reinforced, and the nature of discrimination. An important discussion on sports, cultural attitudes,
and dangerous prejudices, Darwin’s Athletes is a “provocative book” that serves as required reading
in the ongoing debate of America’s racial divide (Publishers Weekly).
  african american athletes who made history: Power Games Jules Boykoff, 2016-05-17 A
timely, no-holds barred, critical political history of the modern Olympic Games The Olympics have a
checkered, sometimes scandalous, political history. Jules Boykoff, a former US Olympic team
member, takes readers from the event’s nineteenth-century origins, through the Games’ flirtation
with Fascism, and into the contemporary era of corporate control. Along the way he recounts vibrant
alt-Olympic movements, such as the Workers’ Games and Women’s Games of the 1920s and 1930s
as well as athlete-activists and political movements that stood up to challenge the Olympic machine.
  african american athletes who made history: The Sports Revolution Frank Andre Guridy,
2021-03-23 In the 1960s and 1970s, America experienced a sports revolution. New professional
sports franchises and leagues were established, new stadiums were built, football and basketball
grew in popularity, and the proliferation of television enabled people across the country to support
their favorite teams and athletes from the comfort of their homes. At the same time, the civil rights
and feminist movements were reshaping the nation, broadening the boundaries of social and
political participation. The Sports Revolution tells how these forces came together in the Lone Star
State. Tracing events from the end of Jim Crow to the 1980s, Frank Guridy chronicles the unlikely
alliances that integrated professional and collegiate sports and launched women’s tennis. He
explores the new forms of inclusion and exclusion that emerged during the era, including the role
the Dallas Cowboys Cheerleaders played in defining womanhood in the age of second-wave
feminism. Guridy explains how the sexual revolution, desegregation, and changing demographics
played out both on and off the field as he recounts how the Washington Senators became the Texas
Rangers and how Mexican American fans and their support for the Spurs fostered a revival of
professional basketball in San Antonio. Guridy argues that the catalysts for these changes were
undone by the same forces of commercialization that set them in motion and reveals that, for better
and for worse, Texas was at the center of America’s expanding political, economic, and emotional
investments in sport.
  african american athletes who made history: Sport and the Talented Tenth Robert E. Wells,
2010-01 W.E.B. DuBois called for a Negro elite, the talented tenth of the African American
population to become the leaders of the race. This is the story of a portion of that intelligentsia, true
Renaissance men whose talents extended beyond scholarship to the fields of sport and athletic
competition. They were scholar-athletes who found themselves immersed in a virtually all-white
privileged and patrician world of classical studies and old world attitudes. For the most part, they
achieved far beyond the expectations of a prejudiced world. They became champions, All-Americans
and Olympians; later, doctors, lawyers, teachers, clergy, businessmen and political leaders. DuBois
was seeking such men, although he did not likely consider athletic participation as a part of the
equation. Today we recognize the contributions made by such athletes as Jesse Owens, Joe Louis,
Jackie Robinson and Muhammad Ali to the ascension of the African American. The men in these
pages, epitomized by the likes of William Henry Lewis, Fritz Pollard and Paul Robeson, helped pave
the way for those great athletes, at the same time demonstrating that the scholar athlete came from
diverse social, economic, ethnic and racial backgrounds. Sport and the Talented Tenth is the first
book to focus entirely on early African American athletes in predominantly white colleges and
universities. Bob Wells has discovered 145 black men who, between 1879 and 1920, performed in
athletics at 39 colleges in the New England states, New York, New Jersey and Pennsylvania. Their
athletic experiences included involvement in 13 sports and are detailed game-by-game,



meet-by-meet. Attention is paid to the problems they faced - the prejudice, discrimination and
outright racism of classmates, teammates, opposing athletes, and the unwritten social policies of
opposing administrations. An examination of their family backgrounds, athletic achievements,
wartime service and post -graduate careers is discussed in a concluding synthesis.
  african american athletes who made history: The Great Black Jockeys Edward Hotaling,
1999 More than a century before Jackie Robinson broke the color barrier in major league baseball,
black athletes were dominating America's first national sport. The sport was horse racing, and the
greatest jockeys of all were slaves and the sons of slaves. Cheered by thousands of Americans in the
North and South, they rode to victory in all of the major stakes, including the very first Kentucky
Derby. Although their glory days ranged from the early 1700s to the turn of the 20th century, the
memory of these great black jockeys was erased from history. Who were these athletes and why
have their names vanished without a trace? This may be the most fascinating untold sports story in
American history. We are lucky that it is so well told now by Mr. Hotaling in his wonderfully written
book. -- Charles Osgood, anchor, CBS News Sunday Morning The Great Black Jockeys is the first
book about the lives and times of the forgotten men whose extraordinary skills were a wonder to
behold, men with names like Honest Ike Murphy, Abe Hawkins, Willie Simms, Austin Curtis, Jimmy
Winkfield, and dozens more. This is also a story of a young country where whole towns turned out in
cleared fields to cheer and place wagers on magnificent horses and the men who rode them, and
where the greatest athletes in the land were the property of others. For fleeting moments on the
racecourse black riders in colorful silks tasted the glory and freedom that slavery had denied them.
In The Great Black Jockeys, the exploits and courage of America's earliest and best athletes are
finally remembered.
  african american athletes who made history: Taking a Knee, Taking a Stand Bob Schron,
2020-04-03 A history of the activism and achievement of African American athletes from Jesse
Owens to Serena Williams to Colin Kaepernick, who advanced the cause of social justice through
their outspokenness, commitment, and integrity. Muhammad Ali refused to fight in a war he believed
was immoral. Wilma Rudolph retired from track and field to campaign for civil rights. Colin
Kaepernick took a knee during the national anthem to draw attention to the oppression of black
bodies. Taking a Knee, Taking a Stand tells their stories and the stories of other prominent African
American male and female athletes who often risked their careers to fight racial discrimination and
promote social justice. From Jackie Robinson breaking the color line in major league baseball to NBA
great Bill Russell sitting at the feet of Dr. Martin Luther King at the 1963 March on Washington to
Althea Gibson asserting her tennis dominance at a time when many clubs would not allow African
Americans to play on their courts, this moving and celebratory history shows how the tradition of
black protest in sports has been consistent, necessary, and organic, and that the present crisis of
misunderstanding and intolerance demands that this tradition continue as the country struggles
toward fairness and equity.
  african american athletes who made history: The Strange Career of the Black Athlete
Russell T. Wigginton, 2006-06-30 Few realize that some sports were integrated, or even dominated
by blacks, before becoming dominated by whites, for example, horse racing, golf, hockey, and tennis.
This book provides a lens through which to view the historical context and specific circumstances of
African Americans' presence in various sports. The author asks why sport has at times challenged
the status quo with regard to race and civil rights, and at other times reinforced it. To that end, he
analyzes various sports and asks why and when has each sport responded differently. Wigginton
asks how did blacks break the color barrier? Were they able to maintain representation in the
particular sport? And did the entrance of blacks in these sports change the public's perception of the
sport? The answers to these questions shed light on why America remains preoccupied with sports,
race, and the seemingly integral relationship between the two.
  african american athletes who made history: Sports in African American Life Drew D.
Brown, 2020-02-20 African Americans have made substantial contributions to the sporting world,
and vice versa. This wide-ranging collection of new essays explores the inextricable ties between



sports and African American life and culture. Contributors critically address important topics such
as the historical context of African American participation in major U.S. sports, social justice and
responsibility, gender and identity, and media and art.
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