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Introduction: The vibrant tapestry of American art would be profoundly
incomplete without the contributions of African American artists. This
exploration delves into the lives and works of African American artists that
changed history, demonstrating how their creativity transcended aesthetic
boundaries to become powerful tools of social commentary, cultural
preservation, and political resistance. These artists weren't merely creating
beautiful objects; they were actively shaping narratives, challenging
stereotypes, and leaving an indelible mark on the American consciousness and
beyond. This article will examine the diverse styles, mediums, and
motivations of these groundbreaking figures, highlighting their impact on art
history and society at large.

H1: The Early Pioneers: Forging a Path Amidst Adversity

Before the Civil Rights Movement, African American artists that changed
history faced immense systemic barriers. The legacy of slavery and Jim Crow
laws severely limited access to education and opportunities. Yet, artists
like Henry Ossawa Tanner, known for his masterful use of light and shadow in
biblical scenes, and Edmonia Lewis, a sculptor whose neoclassical works
defied racial expectations, bravely navigated these challenges. Their very
existence as successful artists in a hostile environment challenged
prevailing notions of Black capability and aesthetic sensibility. These early
pioneers laid the groundwork for future generations of African American
artists that changed history.

H2: The Harlem Renaissance: A Cultural Explosion

The Harlem Renaissance of the 1920s and 30s witnessed an unprecedented



flourishing of Black artistic expression. African American artists that
changed history during this period used their art to celebrate Black culture,
challenge racial stereotypes, and explore themes of identity, freedom, and
resilience. Artists like Aaron Douglas, with his iconic Art Deco style
depicting Black life, and Augusta Savage, a pioneering sculptor who mentored
many young artists, played crucial roles in shaping this cultural explosion.
Their works became powerful symbols of Black pride and artistic excellence,
profoundly impacting the broader American art world and challenging the
dominant narratives of the time. Understanding the Harlem Renaissance is
crucial to understanding the trajectory of African American artists that
changed history.

H3: The Civil Rights Era and Beyond: Art as Activism

The Civil Rights Movement spurred a new wave of artistic activism. African
American artists that changed history during this period utilized their art
to directly address issues of racial injustice, inequality, and oppression.
Artists like Elizabeth Catlett, known for her powerful woodcuts and
sculptures depicting the struggles of Black people, and Norman Lewis, whose
abstract expressionist paintings reflected the turmoil and hope of the era,
powerfully conveyed the urgency of social change. Their works served as
potent visual representations of the movement, amplifying the voices of those
fighting for equality. The legacy of African American artists that changed
history during this pivotal period continues to inspire social justice
movements today.

H4: Contemporary Voices: Expanding the Narrative

Contemporary African American artists that changed history continue to push
boundaries, explore diverse themes, and challenge established norms. Artists
like Jean-Michel Basquiat, whose neo-expressionist paintings blended street
art with high art, and Kara Walker, whose provocative silhouettes confront
the legacy of slavery, are just two examples of artists whose works are
shaping the current art landscape and redefining what it means to be an
artist in the 21st century. They demonstrate that the legacy of African
American artists that changed history is not merely a historical record but
an ongoing, evolving narrative.

Conclusion:

The history of African American artists that changed history is a testament
to the power of art to transcend limitations, challenge injustice, and
inspire change. From the early pioneers who overcame immense adversity to the
contemporary artists who continue to redefine artistic boundaries, these
individuals have enriched American culture and left an indelible mark on the
world. Their stories serve as a powerful reminder of the importance of
representation, the enduring strength of the human spirit, and the
transformative power of artistic expression.



FAQs:

1. Who are some of the most influential African American female artists?
Augusta Savage, Elizabeth Catlett, and Kara Walker are just a few
examples of highly influential female artists who have profoundly
impacted art history.

2. How did the Harlem Renaissance impact African American art? The Harlem
Renaissance fostered a period of unprecedented artistic innovation,
celebrating Black culture and challenging racial stereotypes.

3. What role did art play in the Civil Rights Movement? Art served as a
powerful tool of activism, visually representing the struggles and
aspirations of the movement.

4. How do contemporary African American artists continue to shape the art
world? Contemporary artists challenge established norms, explore diverse
themes, and expand the definition of art itself.

5. What are some common themes explored by African American artists
throughout history? Themes of identity, freedom, resilience, social
justice, and the legacy of slavery are frequently explored.

6. Where can I learn more about the history of African American art?
Numerous books, museums, and online resources provide comprehensive
information on this topic.

7. Are there any specific museums dedicated to African American art? The
National Museum of African American History and Culture in Washington,
D.C., is a prime example.

8. How can I support African American artists today? Visit galleries,
attend exhibitions, purchase artwork, and advocate for greater
representation in the art world.

9. What is the significance of studying African American art within the
broader context of art history? It's crucial to incorporate diverse
voices and perspectives to create a more accurate and inclusive
understanding of art history.
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african american artists that changed history: Now Dig This! Kellie Jones, 2011 This
comprehensive, lavishly illustrated catalogue offers an in-depth survey of the incredibly vital but
often overlooked legacy of Los Angeles's African American artists, featuring many never-before-seen
works.

african american artists that changed history: African-American Musicians That Changed

Music Forever Michael Carson, 2020-09-13 Throughout history, African-American musicians and
artists have made a profound impact in music, they have given sound and voice through a wide
variety of musical genres. Universally they have expressed emotions that is shared through faith,
passion, joy, comfort, and injustice through songs that speaks directly to the heart and spirit. Many
of these performers have the power to influence, inspire, and affect social change through their
musical talent. Their personal stories and experiences have transcended time and encouraged
several generations to continue singing, dancing, preaching, and perform with musical instruments.
Over the past two centuries these experiences have become part of a cultural identity. The




incredible men and woman featured in this book are responsible for creating some of the most iconic
songs ever recorded in the history of music. Their trailblazing sounds have been synonymous in the
inception of several musical genres such as Gospel, Blues, Jazz, Soul, Rock & Roll, R&B, Disco, and
Hip-Hop, to name a few. Their timeless musical treasures continue to enrich and endure our culture,
history, spirit, and soul. While recognizing the impact African-American musicians have made
worldwide, through inspiring millions to sing, dance, express their faith, and march for justice, the
federal government officially declared the month of June as African-American Music Appreciation
Month, which was originally established in June, 1979. In an effort to honor the countless musicians,
singers and composers who have played an integral role in crafting America's soundtrack as well as
contribute to every musical genre ever conceived, each year during the month of June, the country
recognizes and highlights the contributions African-American artists have made throughout history,
and the impact their music has made in our society and the world.

african american artists that changed history: African American Art Smithsonian
American Art Museum, Richard J. Powell, Virginia McCord Mecklenburg, 2012 Drawn entirely from
the Smithsonian American Art Museum's rich collection of African American art, the works include
paintings by Benny Andrews, Jacob Lawrence, Thornton Dial Sr., Romare Bearden, Alma Thomas,
and Lois Mailou Jones, and photographs by Roy DeCarava, Gordon Parks, Roland Freeman, Marilyn
Nance, and James Van Der Zee. More than half of the artworks in the exhibition are being shown for
the first time--Publisher's website.

african american artists that changed history: Soul of a Nation Mark Benjamin Godfrey,
Zoé Whitley, 2017 Published on the occasion of an exhibition of the same name held at Tate Modern,
London, July 12-October 22, 2017; Crystal Bridges Museum of American Art, Bentonville, Arkansas,
February 3-April 23, 2018; and Brooklyn Museum, New York, September 7, 2018-February 3, 2019.

african american artists that changed history: The Ground on which I Stand August
Wilson, 2001 August Wilson's radical and provocative call to arms.

african american artists that changed history: The Black Arts Movement James
Smethurst, 2006-03-13 Emerging from a matrix of Old Left, black nationalist, and bohemian
ideologies and institutions, African American artists and intellectuals in the 1960s coalesced to form
the Black Arts Movement, the cultural wing of the Black Power Movement. In this comprehensive
analysis, James Smethurst examines the formation of the Black Arts Movement and demonstrates
how it deeply influenced the production and reception of literature and art in the United States
through its negotiations of the ideological climate of the Cold War, decolonization, and the civil
rights movement. Taking a regional approach, Smethurst examines local expressions of the nascent
Black Arts Movement, a movement distinctive in its geographical reach and diversity, while always
keeping the frame of the larger movement in view. The Black Arts Movement, he argues,
fundamentally changed American attitudes about the relationship between popular culture and high
art and dramatically transformed the landscape of public funding for the arts.

african american artists that changed history: Brave. Black. First. Cheryl Willis Hudson,
2020-01-07 Published in collaboration with the Smithsonian National Museum of African American
History and Culture, discover over fifty remarkable African American women whose unique skills
and contributions paved the way for the next generation of young people. Perfect for fans of Rad
Women Worldwide, Women in Science, and Girls Think of Everything. Fearless. Bold. Game
changers. Harriet Tubman guided the way. Rosa Parks sat for equality. Aretha Franklin sang from
the soul. Serena Williams bested the competition. Michelle Obama transformed the White House.
Black women everywhere have changed the world! Published in partnership with curators from the
Smithsonian National Museum of African American History and Culture, this illustrated biography
compilation captures the iconic moments of fifty African American women whose heroism and
bravery rewrote the American story for the better. A beautifully illustrated testament to the
continuing excellence and legacy of Africane American women. -Kirkus Reviews

african american artists that changed history: Carrie Mae Weems: Kitchen Table Series
, 2022-09-13 In book form, Kitchen Table is more intimate.... Unlike the experience of meandering




through a museum, stepping back to appreciate the images and nearing the text panels to skim
them, the pace of exploration is now in a person's hands. -Hilary Moss, New York Times This
publication is dedicated solely to the early and canonical body of work by American artist Carrie
Mae Weems (born 1953). The 20 photographs and 14 text panels that make up Kitchen Table Series
tell a story of one woman's life, as conducted in the intimate setting of her kitchen. The kitchen, one
of the primary spaces of domesticity and the traditional domain of women, frames her story,
revealing to us her relationships--with lovers, children, friends--and her own sense of self, in her
varying projections of strength, vulnerability, aloofness, tenderness and solitude. As Weems
describes it, this work of art depicts the battle around the family ... monogamy ... and between the
sexes.G6 Weems herself is the protagonist of the series, though the woman she depicts is an
archetype. Kitchen Table Series seeks to reposition and reimagine the possibility of women and the
possibility of people of color, and has to do with, in the artist's words, unrequited love.

african american artists that changed history: The Black Index Bridget R. Cooks, Sarah
Watson, 2020-10-15 The artists featured in The Black Index--Dennis Delgado, Alicia Henry, Kenyatta
A.C. Hinkle, Titus Kaphar, Whitfield Lovell, and Lava Thomas--build upon the tradition of Black
self-representation as an antidote to colonialist images. Their translations of photography challenge
the medium's long-assumed qualities of objectivity, legibility, and identification. Using drawing,
sculpture, and digital technology to transform the recorded image, these artists question our
reliance on photography as a privileged source for documentary objectivity and historical
understanding. The works featured here offer an alternative practice--a Black index. In the hands of
these six artists, the index still serves as a finding aid for information about Black subjects, but it
also challenges viewers' desire for classification and, instead, redirects them toward alternative
information.

african american artists that changed history: The New Negro Alain Locke, 1925

african american artists that changed history: The Sweet Flypaper of Life Roy DeCarava,
Langston Hughes, 1984 Told through the eyes of the grandmotherly Sister Mary Bradley, this is a
heartwarming description of life in Harlem.

african american artists that changed history: Black Art: A Cultural History (Third)
(World of Art) Richard J. Powell, 2021-10-26 This groundbreaking study explores the visual
representations of Black culture across the globe throughout the twentieth century and into the
twenty-first. The African diaspora—a direct result of the transatlantic slave trade and Western
colonialism—has generated a wide array of artistic achievements, from blues and reggae to the
paintings of the pioneering American artist Henry Ossawa Tanner and the music videos of Solange.
This study concentrates on how these works, often created during times of major social upheaval
and transformation, use Black culture both as a subject and as context. From musings on “the souls
of black folk” in late-nineteenth-century art to questions of racial and cultural identities in
performance, media, and computer-assisted arts in the twenty-first century, this book examines the
philosophical and social forces that have shaped Black presence in modern and contemporary visual
culture. Renowned art historian Richard J. Powell presents Black art drawn from across the African
diaspora, with examples from the Americas, the Caribbean, and Europe. Black Art features artworks
executed in a broad range of media, including film, photography, performance art, conceptual art,
advertising, and sculpture. Now updated and expanded, this new edition helps to better understand
how the first two decades of the twenty-first century have been a transformative moment in which
previous assumptions about race and identity have been irrevocably altered, with art providing a
useful lens through which to think about these compelling issues.

african american artists that changed history: South of Pico Kellie Jones, 2017-04-07
Named a Best Art Book of 2017 by the New York Times and Artforum In South of Pico Kellie Jones
explores how the artists in Los Angeles's black communities during the 1960s and 1970s created a
vibrant, productive, and engaged activist arts scene in the face of structural racism. Emphasizing
the importance of African American migration, as well as L.A.'s housing and employment politics,
Jones shows how the work of black Angeleno artists such as Betye Saar, Charles White, Noah



Purifoy, and Senga Nengudi spoke to the dislocation of migration, L.A.'s urban renewal, and
restrictions on black mobility. Jones characterizes their works as modern migration narratives that
look to the past to consider real and imagined futures. She also attends to these artists' relationships
with gallery and museum culture and the establishment of black-owned arts spaces. With South of
Pico, Jones expands the understanding of the histories of black arts and creativity in Los Angeles and
beyond.

african american artists that changed history: The Negro William Edward Burghardt Du
Bois, 1915

african american artists that changed history: Black Arts West Daniel Widener,
2010-03-08 From postwar efforts to end discrimination in the motion-picture industry, recording
studios, and musicians’ unions, through the development of community-based arts organizations, to
the creation of searing films critiquing conditions in the black working class neighborhoods of a city
touting its multiculturalism—Black Arts West documents the social and political significance of
African American arts activity in Los Angeles between the Second World War and the riots of 1992.
Focusing on the lives and work of black writers, visual artists, musicians, and filmmakers, Daniel
Widener tells how black cultural politics changed over time, and how altered political realities
generated new forms of artistic and cultural expression. His narrative is filled with figures invested
in the politics of black art and culture in postwar Los Angeles, including not only African American
artists but also black nationalists, affluent liberal whites, elected officials, and federal bureaucrats.
Along with the politicization of black culture, Widener explores the rise of a distinctive regional
Black Arts Movement. Originating in the efforts of wartime cultural activists, the movement was
rooted in the black working class and characterized by struggles for artistic autonomy and improved
living and working conditions for local black artists. As new ideas concerning art, racial identity, and
the institutional position of African American artists emerged, dozens of new collectives appeared,
from the Watts Writers Workshop, to the Inner City Cultural Center, to the New Art Jazz Ensemble.
Spread across generations of artists, the Black Arts Movement in Southern California was more than
the artistic affiliate of the local civil-rights or black-power efforts: it was a social movement itself.
[Nluminating the fundamental connections between expressive culture and political struggle, Black
Arts West is a major contribution to the histories of Los Angeles, black radicalism, and avant-garde
art.

african american artists that changed history: The Civil War and American Art Eleanor
Jones Harvey, Smithsonian American Art Museum, 2012-12-03 Collects the best artwork created
before, during and following the Civil War, in the years between 1859 and 1876, along with
extensive quotations from men and women alive during the war years and text by literary figures,
including Emily Dickinson, Mark Twain and Walt Whitman. 15,000 first printing.

african american artists that changed history: The Fourth Industrial Revolution Klaus
Schwab, 2017-01-03 World-renowned economist Klaus Schwab, Founder and Executive Chairman of
the World Economic Forum, explains that we have an opportunity to shape the fourth industrial
revolution, which will fundamentally alter how we live and work. Schwab argues that this revolution
is different in scale, scope and complexity from any that have come before. Characterized by a range
of new technologies that are fusing the physical, digital and biological worlds, the developments are
affecting all disciplines, economies, industries and governments, and even challenging ideas about
what it means to be human. Artificial intelligence is already all around us, from supercomputers,
drones and virtual assistants to 3D printing, DNA sequencing, smart thermostats, wearable sensors
and microchips smaller than a grain of sand. But this is just the beginning: nanomaterials 200 times
stronger than steel and a million times thinner than a strand of hair and the first transplant of a 3D
printed liver are already in development. Imagine “smart factories” in which global systems of
manufacturing are coordinated virtually, or implantable mobile phones made of biosynthetic
materials. The fourth industrial revolution, says Schwab, is more significant, and its ramifications
more profound, than in any prior period of human history. He outlines the key technologies driving
this revolution and discusses the major impacts expected on government, business, civil society and



individuals. Schwab also offers bold ideas on how to harness these changes and shape a better
future—one in which technology empowers people rather than replaces them; progress serves
society rather than disrupts it; and in which innovators respect moral and ethical boundaries rather
than cross them. We all have the opportunity to contribute to developing new frameworks that
advance progress.

african american artists that changed history: Josephine Baker Alan Schroeder, Heather
Lehr Wagner, 2009 * Critically acclaimed biographies of history's most notable African-Americans *
Straightforward and objective writing * Lavishly illustrated with photographs and memorabilia *
Essential for multicultural studies

african american artists that changed history: How It Feels to be Colored Me Zora Neale
Hurston, 2024-01-01 The acclaimed author of Their Eyes Were Watching God relates her
experiences as an African American woman in early-twentieth-century America. In this
autobiographical essay, author Zora Neale Hurston recounts episodes from her childhood in
different communities in Florida: Eatonville and Jacksonville. She reflects on what those experiences
showed her about race, identity, and feeling different. “How It Feels to Be Colored Me” was
originally published in 1928 in the magazine The World Tomorrow.

african american artists that changed history: Exhibiting Blackness Bridget R. Cooks,
2011 In Exhibiting Blackness, art historian Bridget R. Cooks analyzes the curatorial strategies,
challenges, and critical receptions of the most significant museum exhibitions of African American
art. Tracing two dominant methodologies used to exhibit art by African Americans--an ethnographic
approach that focuses more on artists than their art, and a recovery narrative aimed at correcting
past omissions--Cooks exposes the issues involved in exhibiting cultural difference that continue to
challenge art history, historiography, and American museum exhibition practices. By further
examining the unequal and often contested relationship between African American artists, curators,
and visitors, she provides insight into the complex role of art museums and their accountability to
the cultures they represent.--

african american artists that changed history: Black Diamond Queens Maureen Mahon,
2020-10-09 African American women have played a pivotal part in rock and roll—from laying its
foundations and singing chart-topping hits to influencing some of the genre's most iconic acts.
Despite this, black women's importance to the music's history has been diminished by narratives of
rock as a mostly white male enterprise. In Black Diamond Queens, Maureen Mahon draws on
recordings, press coverage, archival materials, and interviews to document the history of African
American women in rock and roll between the 1950s and the 1980s. Mahon details the musical
contributions and cultural impact of Big Mama Thornton, LaVern Baker, Betty Davis, Tina Turner,
Merry Clayton, Labelle, the Shirelles, and others, demonstrating how dominant views of gender,
race, sexuality, and genre affected their careers. By uncovering this hidden history of black women
in rock and roll, Mahon reveals a powerful sonic legacy that continues to reverberate into the
twenty-first century.

african american artists that changed history: The Story of Little Black Sambo Helen
Bannerman, 1923-01-01 The jolly and exciting tale of the little boy who lost his red coat and his blue
trousers and his purple shoes but who was saved from the tigers to eat 169 pancakes for his supper,
has been universally loved by generations of children. First written in 1899, the story has become a
childhood classic and the authorized American edition with the original drawings by the author has
sold hundreds of thousands of copies. Little Black Sambo is a book that speaks the common
language of all nations, and has added more to the joy of little children than perhaps any other story.
They love to hear it again and again; to read it to themselves; to act it out in their play.

african american artists that changed history: Barkley L. Hendricks Trevor Schoonmaker,
2018-01-08 Published in conjunction with the [traveling] exhibition, Barkley L. Hendricks: birth of
the cool, Nasher Museum of Art at Duke University, February 7, 2008-July 13, 2008 ...--Title page
Verso.

african american artists that changed history: William H. Johnson, 1901-1970 William H.



Johnson, 1971

african american artists that changed history: What Is This Thing Called Jazz? Eric Porter,
2002-01-31 Despite the plethora of writing about jazz, little attention has been paid to what
musicians themselves wrote and said about their practice. An implicit division of labor has emerged
where, for the most part, black artists invent and play music while white writers provide the
commentary. Eric Porter overturns this tendency in his creative intellectual history of African
American musicians. He foregrounds the often-ignored ideas of these artists, analyzing them in the
context of meanings circulating around jazz, as well as in relationship to broader currents in African
American thought. Porter examines several crucial moments in the history of jazz: the formative
years of the 1920s and 1930s; the emergence of bebop; the political and experimental projects of the
1950s, 1960s and 1970s; and the debates surrounding Jazz at Lincoln Center under the direction of
Wynton Marsalis. Louis Armstrong, Anthony Braxton, Marion Brown, Duke Ellington, W.C. Handy,
Yusef Lateef, Abbey Lincoln, Charles Mingus, Archie Shepp, Wadada Leo Smith, Mary Lou Williams,
and Reggie Workman also feature prominently in this book. The wealth of information Porter
uncovers shows how these musicians have expressed themselves in print; actively shaped the
institutional structures through which the music is created, distributed, and consumed, and how
they aligned themselves with other artists and activists, and how they were influenced by forces of
class and gender. What Is This Thing Called Jazz? challenges interpretive orthodoxies by showing
how much black jazz musicians have struggled against both the racism of the dominant culture and
the prescriptive definitions of racial authenticity propagated by the music's supporters, both white
and black.

african american artists that changed history: 100 African-Americans who Shaped American
History Chrisanne Beckner, 1995 Teeming with interesting nuggets of fact and information, 100
African Americans Who Shaped American History includes such legendary men and women as
Benjamin Banneker, Dred Scott, Mary Church Terrell, George Washington Carver and Bessie Smith.
Also included are Rosa Parks, Martin Luther King, Jr., Thurgood Marshall and many, many more.
Organized chronologically and meticulously researched, this book provides an educational look at
the prominent role that these individuals played and how their varied talents, ideas and expertise
contributed to American history. * Concise & Easy to Read Text * Fully Illustrated * Includes Index,
Time Line, Trivia Quiz & Suggested Projects * Makes History Fun Bluewood Books' 100 Series
includes 28 additional fun and educational titles, including: * 100 Hispanic Americans Who Shaped
American History * 100 Native Americans Who Shaped American History * 100 Scientists Who
Shaped World History * 100 American Women Who Shaped American History * 100 Athletes Who
Shaped Sports History * 100 Inventions That Shaped World History * 100 Artists Who Shaped World
History * ...and many more

african american artists that changed history: The Black Atlantic Paul Gilroy, 2022-05

african american artists that changed history: Riffs and Relations Adrienne L. Childs,
2020-03-03 A timely consideration of African-American artists' rich engagement with the history of
art from the twentieth century, this book is the winner of the James A. Porter and David C. Driskell
Book Award for African American Art History. Riffs and Relations: African American Artists and the
European Modernist Tradition presents works by African American artists of the twentieth and
twenty-first centuries together with works by the early-twentieth-century European artists with
whom they engaged. Black artists have investigated, interrogated, invaded, entangled, annihilated,
or immersed themselves in the aesthetics, symbolism, and ethos of European art for more than a
century. The powerful push and pull of this relationship constitutes a distinct tradition for many
African American artists who source the master narratives of art history to critique, embrace, or
claim their own space. This groundbreaking catalog--accompanying a major exhibition at the Phillips
Collection in Washington, D.C.--explores the connections and frictions around modernism in the
works of artists such as Romare Bearden, Pablo Picasso, Faith Ringgold, Renee Cox, Robert
Colescott, Norman Lewis, Hank Willis Thomas, Carrie Mae Weems and Henri Matisse. The volume
explores how blackness has often been conceived from the standpoint of these international and



intergenerational connections and presents the divergent and complex works born of these
important dialogues.

african american artists that changed history: A House Built by Slaves Jonathan W.
White, 2022-02-12 Readers of American history and books on Abraham Lincoln will appreciate what
Los Angeles Review of Books deems an accessible book that puts a human face — many human faces
— on the story of Lincoln’s attitudes toward and engagement with African Americans and Publishers
Weekly calls a rich and comprehensive account. Widely praised and winner of the 2023 Gilder
Lehrman Lincoln Prize, this book illuminates why Lincoln’s unprecedented welcoming of African
American men and women to the White House transformed the trajectory of race relations in the
United States. From his 1862 meetings with Black Christian ministers, Lincoln began inviting
African Americans of every background into his home, from ex-slaves from the Deep South to
champions of abolitionism such as Frederick Douglass and Sojourner Truth. More than a good-will
gesture, the president conferred with his guests about the essential issues of citizenship and voting
rights. Drawing from an array of primary sources, White reveals how African Americans used the
White House as a national stage to amplify their calls for equality. Even more than 160 years after
the signing of the Emancipation Proclamation, Lincoln’s inclusion of African Americans remains a
necessary example in a country still struggling from racial divisions today.

african american artists that changed history: Great Women Artists Phaidon Editors,
2019-10-02 Five centuries of fascinating female creativity presented in more than 400 compelling
artworks and one comprehensive volume The most extensive fully illustrated book of women artists
ever published, Great Women Artists reflects an era where art made by women is more prominent
than ever. In museums, galleries, and the art market, previously overlooked female artists, past and
present, are now gaining recognition and value. Featuring more than 400 artists from more than 50
countries and spanning 500 years of creativity, each artist is represented here by a key artwork and
short text. This essential volume reveals a parallel yet equally engaging history of art for an age that
champions a greater diversity of voices. Real changes are upon us, and today one can reel off the
names of a number of first-rate women artists. Nevertheless, women are just getting started.—The
New Yorker

african american artists that changed history: Father Of The Blues W. C. Handy, 1991-03-22
W. C. Handy's blues—“Memphis Blues, Beale Street Blues, St. Louis Blues—changed America's
music forever. In Father of the Blues, Handy presents his own story: a vivid picture of American life
now vanished. W. C. Handy (1873-1958) was a sensitive child who loved nature and music; but not
until he had won a reputation did his father, a preacher of stern Calvinist faith, forgive him for
following the devilish calling of black music and theater. Here Handy tells of this and other
struggles: the lot of a black musician with entertainment groups in the turn-of-the-century South; his
days in minstrel shows, and then in his own band; how he made his first 100 from Memphis Blues;
how his orchestra came to grief with the First World War; his successful career in New York as
publisher and song writer; his association with the literati of the Harlem Renaissance.Handy's
remarkable tale—pervaded with his unique personality and humor—reveals not only the career of
the man who brought the blues to the world's attention, but the whole scope of American music,
from the days of the old popular songs of the South, through ragtime to the great era of jazz.

african american artists that changed history: Vision and Justice Aperture, 2016-04-26
The Magazine of Photography and Ideas. As the United States navigates a political moment defined
by the close of the Obama era and the rise of #BlackLivesMatter activism, Aperture magazine
releases Vision & Justice, a special issue guest edited by Sarah Lewis, the distinguished author and
art historian, addressing the role of photography in the African American experience. Vision &
Justice includes a wide span of photographic projects by such luminaries as Lyle Ashton Harris,
Annie Leibovitz, Sally Mann, Jamel Shabazz, Lorna Simpson, Carrie Mae Weems and Deborah Willis,
as well as the brilliant voices of an emerging generation—Devin Allen, Awol Erizku, LaToya Ruby
Frazier, Deana Lawson and Hank Willis Thomas, among many others. These portfolios are
complemented by essays from some of the most influential voices in American culture including



contributions by celebrated writers, historians, and artists such as Vince Aletti, Teju Cole, Henry
Louis Gates, Jr., Margo Jefferson, Wynton Marsalis and Claudia Rankine. Vision and Justice features
two covers. This issue comes with an image by Richard Avedon, Martin Luther King, Jr., civil rights
leader, with his father, Martin Luther King, Baptist minister, and his son, Martin Luther King III,
Atlanta, Georgia, March 22, 1963.

african american artists that changed history: Footnotes Caseen Gaines, 2021-05-21 The
triumphant story of how an all-Black Broadway cast and crew changed musical theatre—and the
world—forever. This musical introduced Black excellence to the Great White Way. Broadway was
forever changed and we, who stand on the shoulders of our brilliant ancestors, are charged with the
very often elusive task of carrying that torch into our present.—Billy Porter, Tony, Grammy, and
Emmy Award-winning actor If Hamilton, Rent, or West Side Story captured your heart, you'll love
this in-depth look into the rise of the 1921 Broadway hit, Shuffle Along, the first all-Black musical to
succeed on Broadway. No one was sure if America was ready for a show featuring nuanced,
thoughtful portrayals of Black characters—and the potential fallout was terrifying. But from the first
jazzy, syncopated beats of composers Noble Sissle and Eubie Blake, New York audiences fell head
over heels. Footnotes is the story of how Sissle and Blake, along with comedians Flournoy Miller and
Aubrey Lyles, overcame poverty, racism, and violence to harness the energy of the Harlem
Renaissance and produce a runaway Broadway hit that launched the careers of many of the
twentieth century's most beloved Black performers. Born in the shadow of slavery and establishing
their careers at a time of increasing demands for racial justice and representation for people of
color, they broke down innumerable barriers between Black and white communities at a crucial
point in our history. Author and pop culture expert Caseen Gaines leads readers through the glitz
and glamour of New York City during the Roaring Twenties to reveal the revolutionary impact one
show had on generations of Americans, and how its legacy continues to resonate today. Praise for
Footnotes: A major contribution to culture.—Brian Jay Jones, New York Times bestselling author of
Jim Henson: The Biography With meticulous research and smooth storytelling, Caseen Gaines
significantly deepens our understanding of one of the key cultural events that launched the Harlem
Renaissance.—A Lelia Bundles, New York Times bestselling author of On Her Own Ground: The Life
and Times of Madam C.]J. Walker Absorbing...—The Wall Street Journal

african american artists that changed history: Represent Gwendolyn DuBois Shaw, 2014
Published on the occasion of the exhibition 'Represent: 200 years of African American art,’
Philadelphia Museum of Art, January 10-April 5, 2015--Title-page vers

african american artists that changed history: Invisible Men: The Trailblazing Black
Artists of Comic Books Ken Quattro, 2020-12-15 Hear the riveting stories of Black artists who
drew--mostly covertly behind the scenes--superhero, horror, and romance comics in the early years
of the industry. The life stories of each man's personal struggles and triumphs are represented as
they broke through into a world formerly occupied only by whites. Using primary source material
from World War Il-era Black newspapers and magazines, this compelling book profiles pioneers like
E.C. Stoner, a descendant of one of George Washington's slaves, who became a renowned fine artist
of the Harlem Renaissance and the first Black artist to draw comic books. Perhaps more fascinating
is Owen Middleton who was sentenced to life in Sing Sing. Middleton's imprisonment became a
cause célebre championed by Will Durant, which led to Middleton's release and subsequent comics
career. Then there is Matt Baker, the most revered of the Black artists, whose exquisite art
spotlights stunning women and men, and who drew the first groundbreaking Black comic book hero,
Vooda! The book is gorgeously illustrated with rare examples of each artist's work, including full
stories from mainstream comic books from rare titles like All-Negro Comics and Negro Heroes, plus
unpublished artist's photos. Invisible Men features Ken Quattro's impeccable research and lean
writing detailing the social and cultural environments that formed these extraordinary, yet invisible,
men!

african american artists that changed history: African Americans in Art Art Institute of
Chicago, 1999 This book reflects the growing collection of art by African Americans in the city's



[Chicago] leading art organization, The Art Institute of Chicago. Intended to provide an overview of
the concerns surrounding race in art, to celebrate the achievements of a number of gifted African
American artists, and to provide a broad and multifacted view of American art and culture, this book
includes four intriguing essays and a stunning portfolio of twenty-nine images illustrated in full
color, with informative, brief entries examining individual works.--Publisher's description.

african american artists that changed history: Howardena Pindell Naomi Beckwith,
Valerie Cassel Oliver, 2018-03-01 This retrospective volume celebrates five decades of Howardena
Pindell's art, including works on paper, collage, photography, film, and video. Born in middle-class
Philadelphia in the 1940s, Howardena Pindell came of age during the Civil Rights movement. As an
African-American woman artist, making her way in the world provided Pindell with source material
to inspire her work. This book examines every facet of Pindell's impressive career to date. Since the
1960s, she has used materials such as glitter, talcum powder, and perfume to stretch the boundaries
of traditional canvas painting. She has also infused her work with traces of her labor, such as
obsessively affixing dots of pigment and circles made with an ordinary hole punch tool. After a car
crash in 1979 left her with short-term amnesia, Pindell's work looked beyond the painting studio to
explore a wide range of subjects, including the personal and diaristic as well as the social and
political. This monograph also highlights Pindell's work with photography, film, and performance.
Excerpts from the artist's writing, in particular her critique of the art world and her responses to
feminism and racial politics, provide prescient commentary in light of conversations around equality
and inclusion today. Published in association with the Museum of Contemporary Art Chicago

african american artists that changed history: Black Boy [Seventy-fifth Anniversary Edition]
Richard Wright, 2020-02-18 A special 75th anniversary edition of Richard Wright's powerful and
unforgettable memoir, with a new foreword by John Edgar Wideman and an afterword by Malcolm
Wright, the author’s grandson. When it exploded onto the literary scene in 1945, Black Boy was both
praised and condemned. Orville Prescott of the New York Times wrote that “if enough such books
are written, if enough millions of people read them maybe, someday, in the fullness of time, there
will be a greater understanding and a more true democracy.” Yet from 1975 to 1978, Black Boy was
banned in schools throughout the United States for “obscenity” and “instigating hatred between the
races.” Wright'’s once controversial, now celebrated autobiography measures the raw brutality of the
Jim Crow South against the sheer desperate will it took to survive as a Black boy. Enduring poverty,
hunger, fear, abuse, and hatred while growing up in the woods of Mississippi, Wright lied, stole, and
raged at those around him—whites indifferent, pitying, or cruel and Blacks resentful of anyone
trying to rise above their circumstances. Desperate for a different way of life, he headed north,
eventually arriving in Chicago, where he forged a new path and began his career as a writer. At the
end of Black Boy, Wright sits poised with pencil in hand, determined to “hurl words into this
darkness and wait for an echo.” Seventy-five years later, his words continue to reverberate. “To read
Black Boy is to stare into the heart of darkness,” John Edgar Wideman writes in his foreword. “Not
the dark heart Conrad searched for in Congo jungles but the beating heart I bear.” One of the great
American memoirs, Wright'’s account is a poignant record of struggle and endurance—a seminal
literary work that illuminates our own time.

african american artists that changed history: On Intersectionality Kimberle Crenshaw,
2019-09-03 A major publishing event, the collected writings of the groundbreaking scholar who first
coined intersectionality as a political framework (Salon) For more than twenty years, scholars,
activists, educators, and lawyers--inside and outside of the United States--have employed the
concept of intersectionality both to describe problems of inequality and to fashion concrete
solutions. In particular, as the Washington Post reported recently, the term has been used by social
activists as both a rallying cry for more expansive progressive movements and a chastisement for
their limitations. Drawing on black feminist and critical legal theory, Kimberlé Crenshaw developed
the concept of intersectionality, a term she coined to speak to the multiple social forces, social
identities, and ideological instruments through which power and disadvantage are expressed and
legitimized. In this comprehensive and accessible introduction to Crenshaw's work, readers will find



key essays and articles that have defined the concept of intersectionality, collected together for the
first time. The book includes a sweeping new introduction by Crenshaw as well as prefaces that
contextualize each of the chapters. For anyone interested in movement politics and advocacy, or in
racial justice and gender equity, On Intersectionality will be compulsory reading from one of the
most brilliant theorists of our time.

african american artists that changed history: Black Artists Shaping the World Sharna
Jackson, Zoe Whitley, 2021-11-23 Dedicated to the work of contemporary Black artists from around
the world, this book is an exuberant introduction to artists from Africa and of African descent for
young readers. Written by award-winning Black children’s author Sharna Jackson, this engaging
book introduces young readers to twenty-six contemporary artists from Africa and of the African
diaspora, working in everything from painting, sculpture, and drawing to ceramics, installation art,
and sound art. These include prominent American artists Kerry James Marshall, Faith Ringgold,
portraitist to Michelle Obama Amy Sherald, and Kehinde Wiley; British Turner Prize-winning
painters Lubaina Himid and Chris Ofili; renowned South African visual activist and photographer
Zanele Muholi; Nigerian sound artist Emeka Ogboh; Sudanese painter Kamala Ibrahim Ishag;
Kenyan-British ceramicist Magdalene Odundo; Afrofuturist-inspired performance artist Harold
Offeh; and moving image artist Larry Achiampong, among others. Sharna Jackson'’s experience as an
award-winning children’s author combined with the curatorial expertise of Dr. Zoe " Whitley,
co-curator of the groundbreaking exhibition “Soul of a Nation: Art in the Age of Black Power,” make
this an essential introduction to Black artists working today. This volume will serve as revelation to a
new generation of aspiring young artists.
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