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Abstract: This article explores the multifaceted relationship between
affluence and environmental science. We examine how affluence fuels both
environmental degradation and the capacity for innovative solutions. The
discussion delves into the ethical considerations surrounding unequal access
to environmental resources and technologies, highlighting the crucial role of
affluence in shaping the future of environmental sustainability.

1. The Paradox of Affluence in Environmental Science

The concept of "affluence in environmental science" presents a complex
paradox. On one hand, affluence — the abundance of wealth and resources —
drives much of the environmental damage we witness today. High consumption
levels, fueled by affluence in developed nations, are directly responsible
for increased greenhouse gas emissions, deforestation, biodiversity loss, and
resource depletion. This is often referred to as the "ecological footprint"
of affluence. The higher the level of affluence, the larger the footprint,
highlighting the negative aspects of affluence in environmental science.

However, affluence also provides the financial resources, technological
innovation, and institutional capacity necessary to address these
environmental challenges. Advanced research, the development of clean
technologies, and the implementation of effective environmental policies all



require substantial financial investment — an investment often only possible
in affluent societies. Therefore, understanding affluence in environmental
science necessitates acknowledging this dual role.

2. Affluence and Technological Innovation

One of the most significant contributions of affluence to environmental
science is its role in fostering technological innovation. Affluent nations
have the resources to invest heavily in research and development of cleaner
energy sources, more efficient resource management techniques, and pollution
control technologies. This includes investments in renewable energy (solar,
wind, geothermal), advanced waste management systems, and precision
agriculture to minimize environmental impact. Without affluence driving these
advancements, progress in mitigating environmental damage would be
significantly hampered. The development and deployment of these technologies
are directly impacted by the levels of affluence in environmental science.

3. Affluence and Environmental Policy

Effective environmental policies are also heavily reliant on affluence. The
implementation of stringent environmental regulations, the creation of
protected areas, and the enforcement of environmental laws all require
significant financial resources and administrative capacity. Affluent nations
are better positioned to invest in environmental monitoring, enforcement
agencies, and public awareness campaigns, leading to more robust
environmental protection. The influence of affluence in environmental science
extends to shaping policies that directly impact the environment.

4. The Unequal Distribution of Environmental
Benefits and Burdens

A critical aspect of understanding affluence in environmental science lies in
acknowledging the unequal distribution of environmental benefits and burdens.
While affluence enables some societies to invest in environmental protection
and enjoy cleaner environments, it often comes at the expense of others. The
production and consumption patterns of affluent nations often displace
environmental costs onto less affluent regions, leading to environmental
injustice. This includes the outsourcing of polluting industries, the unequal
access to clean water and sanitation, and the disproportionate impact of
climate change on vulnerable populations. Addressing this inequality is
central to achieving environmental justice and sustainable development,
understanding the interplay of affluence in environmental science.

5. The Ethical Dimensions of Affluence in
Environmental Science

The ethical implications of affluence in environmental science are profound.



The question of responsibility — who bears the burden of environmental damage
and who benefits from environmental protection — remains a central point of
contention. The overconsumption patterns of affluent societies contribute
significantly to global environmental problems, raising questions of
intergenerational equity and global justice. Ethical considerations must be
integrated into environmental policy and practice to ensure a fair and
sustainable future for all. Affluence in environmental science demands a
responsible and ethical approach to resource management and technological
advancement.

6. Moving Towards Sustainable Affluence

The challenge lies not in abandoning affluence but in transforming it into a
force for sustainable development. This involves shifting from a linear
"take-make-dispose" economic model to a circular economy that minimizes waste
and maximizes resource efficiency. It also requires investing in sustainable
technologies, promoting responsible consumption patterns, and ensuring
equitable access to environmental resources and benefits. The concept of
"sustainable affluence" implies a shift in societal values, emphasizing
quality of life over material consumption. A key aspect of affluence in
environmental science focuses on evolving towards sustainability.

Conclusion

Affluence in environmental science is a double-edged sword. While it fuels
environmental degradation, it also provides the resources and capacity for
innovative solutions. Addressing the ethical dimensions of affluence,
promoting sustainable consumption patterns, and ensuring equitable access to
environmental benefits are crucial for navigating this complex relationship
and creating a truly sustainable future. The future of environmental science
hinges on effectively harnessing the potential of affluence while mitigating
its negative impacts.

FAQs:

1. What is the ecological footprint of affluence? The ecological footprint
measures the impact of human activities on the environment, reflecting
the amount of natural resources consumed and waste generated. Affluent
societies generally have larger ecological footprints due to higher
consumption levels.

1. How does affluence contribute to climate change? Affluence drives high
energy consumption, contributing significantly to greenhouse gas
emissions from transportation, industry, and energy production.



. What role does technological innovation play in mitigating environmental
problems? Technological advancements are vital in developing cleaner
energy sources, more efficient resource management techniques, and
pollution control technologies.

. What is environmental justice, and how does affluence relate to it?
Environmental justice addresses the unequal distribution of
environmental benefits and burdens, often linked to disparities in
wealth and power. Affluent societies often benefit from cleaner
environments while less affluent societies bear the brunt of
environmental damage.

. What are some examples of sustainable consumption patterns? Sustainable
consumption involves reducing waste, choosing environmentally friendly
products, supporting local and sustainable businesses, and minimizing
energy and water use.

. What is a circular economy? A circular economy aims to minimize waste
and maximize resource efficiency by keeping materials in use for as long
as possible.

. How can we promote equitable access to environmental benefits? Equitable
access requires policies that address social and economic inequalities,
ensuring everyone has access to clean water, sanitation, and a healthy
environment.

. What is the role of government in addressing the challenges of affluence
and the environment? Governments play a crucial role in implementing
environmental regulations, investing in research and development, and
promoting sustainable practices.

. How can individuals contribute to a more sustainable future? Individuals
can make a difference by adopting sustainable lifestyles, supporting



environmental organizations, and advocating for responsible
environmental policies.
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models of circular economies and their potential to promote resource
efficiency and reduce waste.
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Populations: Analyzes the unequal impacts of climate change,
highlighting the vulnerability of less affluent communities.

1. Measuring the Ecological Footprint of Nations: Explores different
methods for measuring ecological footprints and their implications for
sustainable development.

1. Policy Instruments for Promoting Sustainable Consumption and Production:
Discusses various policy options for promoting sustainable consumption
and production, including regulations, incentives, and public awareness
campaigns.

affluence in environmental science: Affluence and Freedom Pierre Charbonnier, 2021-06-22 In
this pathbreaking book, Pierre Charbonnier opens up a new intellectual terrain: an environmental
history of political ideas. His aim is not to locate the seeds of ecological thought in the history of
political ideas as others have done, but rather to show that all political ideas, whether or not they
endorse ecological ideals, are informed by a certain conception of our relationship to the Earth and
to our environment. The fundamental political categories of modernity were founded on the idea that
we could improve on nature, that we could exert a decisive victory over its excesses and claim
unlimited access to earthly resources. In this way, modern thinkers imagined a political society of
free individuals, equal and prosperous, alongside the development of industry geared towards
progress and liberated from the Earth’s shackles. Yet this pact between democracy and growth has
now been called into question by climate change and the environmental crisis. It is therefore our
duty today to rethink political emancipation, bearing in mind that this can no longer draw on the
prospect of infinite growth promised by industrial capitalism. Ecology must draw on the power
harnessed by nineteenth-century socialism to respond to the massive impact of industrialization, but
it must also rethink the imperative to offer protection to society by taking account of the solidarity of
social groups and their conditions in a world transformed by climate change. This timely and original
work of social and political theory will be of interest to a wide readership in politics, sociology,
environmental studies and the social sciences and humanities generally.

affluence in environmental science: The New Consumers Norman Myers, Jennifer Kent,

2013-04-10 While overconsumption by the developed world's roughly one billion inhabitants is an
abiding problem, another one billion increasingly affluent new consumers in developing countries
will place additional strains on the earth's resources, argue authors Norman Myers and Jennifer
Kent in this important new book. The New Consumers examines the environmental impacts of this
increased consumption, with particular focus on two commodities -- cars and meat -- that stand to
have the most far-reaching effects. It analyzes consumption patterns in a number of different
countries, with special emphasis on China and India (whose surging economies, as well as their
large populations, are likely to account for exceptional growth in humanity's ecological footprint),
and surveys big-picture issues such as the globalization of economies, consumer goods, and
lifestyles. Ultimately, according to the orman Myers and Jennifer Kent, the challenge will be for all of
humanity to transition to sustainable levels of consumption, for it is unrealistic to expect new



consumers not to aspire to be like the old ones. Cogent in its analysis, The New Consumers issues a
timely warning of a major and developing environmental trend, and suggests valuable strategies for
ameliorating its effects.

affluence in environmental science: The Real Environmental Crisis Jack M. Hollander,
2004-08-09 Jack Hollander has written a lucid and path-breaking book. He is completely convincing
in his thesis that it is poverty we should be addressing, both for the environment and for moral
reasons, and that science, technology, markets, and affluence are the friends of the environment and
poverty is the enemy. The book is of the highest scholarship and gets the big picture right; the
arguments on both sides are addressed with clear thinking and clear prose. Though he is an eminent
scientist, Hollander has a wonderful talent for keeping technical jargon to a minimum yet making
the essence of technical arguments clear. Both the intelligent layman and the environmental
scientist will learn much from this book. I did, and enjoyed the book immensely.—Bruce Ames,
Former Director of the National Institute of Environmental Health Sciences Center, University of
California, Berkeley This book is a much-needed reminder that declining environmental integrity is
not—and certainly need not be—an inexorable attribute of economic progress. Throughout the book
the author dispels a number of closely related myths, such as that of steadily increasing scarcity of
energy resources. Hollander provides a corrective to the simplistic and unbalanced treatment of
environmental and natural resource topics one encounters all too often in the media and in public
debate.—Joel Darmstadter, Resources for the Future; editor, Global Development and the
Environment: Perspectives on Sustainability This work is extremely important and makes a major
contribution to the debate and decision-making surrounding efforts to eradicate poverty and protect
the environment. In a uniquely balanced manner, Hollander adds to the general understanding of
how poverty and wealth contribute to sustainable management of natural resources.—Per
Pinstrup-Andersen, author of Seeds of Contention: World Hunger and the Global Controversy over
GM Crops Jack Hollander puts forth two simple hypotheses. The first, explicit, is that environmental
sustainability depends on extending prosperity to the developing world. The second, implicit, is that
the sustainability of environmentalism depends on transparent and objective science. Both are well
defended in Hollander's clear, well researched and timely book.—Richard S. Lindzen, Massachusetts
Institute of Technology

affluence in environmental science: Stress, Affluence and Sustainable Consumption Cecilia
Solér, 2017-09-18 Why do affluent consumers almost automatically acquire new versions or
variations of products already at their disposal? Even though most of us know that this novelty
consumption poses a serious threat to an environmentally and socially sustainable future, we
continue to do it. Why? Research shows that consumption of new automobiles, clothing, furniture,
electronics, home furnishing, household apparel, mobile phones, etc., is motivated by a desire to feel
more secure, less anxious and better mood-wise. Affluent consumers seem to engage in novelty
consumption not to feel better but rather to avoid feeling bad. Stress, Affluence and Sustainable
Consumption discusses sustainable consumption from a stress perspective, adding an embodied
understanding to the sustainability-related consumption challenges that we face today. A stress
perspective on affluent consumption differs from current understandings on consumption, as it fully
acknowledges the consumer as having a body (including a mind) that reacts to the numerous
product offerings and retail spaces, both physical and online. A stress perspective can explain how
our bodies try to cope with an overload of perceptual input provided by advertising messages,
product launches and even store structures. This book will be of great interest to students and
researchers of consumer psychology, sustainable consumption studies, sustainable marketing and
markets as well as sustainable development more generally.

affluence in environmental science: Environmentally Significant Consumption National
Research Council, Division of Behavioral and Social Sciences and Education, Board on
Environmental Change and Society, Committee on the Human Dimensions of Global Change,
1997-07-09 There has been much polemic about affluence, consumption, and the global
environment. For some observers, consumption is at the root of global environmental threats:




wealthy individuals and societies use far too much of the earth's resource base and should scale
back their appetites to preserve the environment for future generations and allow a decent life for
the rest of the world. Other observers see affluence as the way to escape environmental threats:
economic development increases public pressure for environmental protection and makes capital
available for environmentally benign technologies. The arguments are fed by conflicting beliefs,
values, hopes, and fearsa€but surprisingly little scientific analysis. This book demonstrates that the
relationship of consumption to the environment needs careful analysis by environmental and social
scientists and conveys some of the excitement of treating the issue scientifically. It poses the key
empirical questions: Which kinds of consumption are environmentally significant? Which actors are
responsible for that consumption? What forces cause or explain environmentally significant
consumption? How can it be changed? The book presents studies that open up important issues for
empirical study: Are there any signs of saturation in the demand for travel in wealthy countries?
What is the relationship between environmental consumption and human well-being? To what extent
do people in developing countries emulate American consumption styles? The book also suggests
broad strategies that scientists and research sponsors can use to better inform future debates about
the environment, development, and consumption.

affluence in environmental science: Environmental Nutrition Joan Sabate, 2019-07-02
Environmental Nutrition: Connecting Health and Nutrition with Environmentally Sustainable Diets
explores the connection between diet, environmental sustainability and human health. Current food
systems are a major contributor to our most pressing health and environmental issues, including
climate change, water scarcity, food insecurity and chronic diseases. This book not only seeks to
increase our understanding of the interrelatedness of these major global issues, but also aids in the
creation of new solutions. Sections discuss the diet, the health and environment trilemma, food
systems and their trends, environmental nutrition as an all-encompassing discipline, and the
environmental nutrition model.

affluence in environmental science: The Environmental Implications of Population Dynamics
Lori M. Hunter, 2000 This report discusses the relationship between population and environmental
change, the forces that mediate this relationship, and how population dynamics specifically affect
climate change and land-use change.

affluence in environmental science: Beyond Poverty and Affluence B. Goudzwaard, Harry De
Lange, H. M. de Lange, 1995-01-01 Beyond Poverty and Affluence argues that, like a virus which has
developed an immunity to the cure, the problems of poverty, environmental degeneration, and
unemployment today successfully resist the remedy of growth in industrial production. Bob
Goudzwaard and Harry de Lange demonstrate that over the last several decades the solutions used
by industrialized nations either have not helped or have dramatically exacerbated these problems.
Instead, these predicaments have become structural features of today's economic practice. The
authors formulate an alternative, which they call the economics of care, and propose a twelve-step
program for economic recovery in Canada. Goudzwaard and de Lange contend that poverty,
environmental damage, and unemployment have a common origin: they emerge from structural
flaws in classical and contemporary neoclassical economic thought, including that of Adam Smith
and Karl Marx. Drawing on thinkers as diverse as RenT Girard and Hannah Arendt, on numerous
Canadian sources, and on their own Christian tradition, the authors propose a "pre-care' economy,
which places care needs first on its list of priorities and only then addresses the scope of production,
rather than a 'post-care' economy, which pursues maximum consumption and production above all
else. They also describe in detail structural changes the Canadian economy will need to undergo to
become an economy of pre-care. Included in their discussion is an assessment of the progress of
“sustainable development' in Canada, including the work of the federal and provincial roundtables
on environment and economy, and a proposed framework for setting Canadian government finances
on a durable foundation. The twelve economic proposals the authors put forward deal with such
issues as international currency creation, the environment, the foundation of labour/management
relations, the funding of social programs, wage and salary development, the scope of production and



technological development, the structure of economic decision-making, the direction of government
funding, and the dropping of trade barriers in North America and Europe.

affluence in environmental science: Human Dimensions of Global Environmental
Change National Research Council, Division of Behavioral and Social Sciences and Education,
Policy Division, Board on Environmental Change and Society, Committee on the Human Dimensions
of Global Change and Committee on Global Change Research, 1999-07-29 This publication is
extracted from a much larger report, Global Environmental Change: Research Pathways for the Next
Decade, which addresses the full range of the scientific issues concerning global environmental
change and offers guidance to the scientific effort on these issues in the United States. This volume
consists of Chapter 7 of that report, Human Dimensions of Global Environmental Change, which was
written for the report by the Committee on the Human Dimensions of Global Change of the National
Research Council (NRC). It provides findings and conclusions on the key scientific questions in
human dimensions research, the lessons that have been learned over the past decade, and the
research imperatives for global change research funded from the United States.

affluence in environmental science: The Ecocentrists Keith Makoto Woodhouse, 2018-06-05
Disenchanted with the mainstream environmental movement, a new, more radical kind of
environmental activist emerged in the 1980s. Radical environmentalists used direct action, from
blockades and tree-sits to industrial sabotage, to save a wild nature that they believed to be in a
state of crisis. Questioning the premises of liberal humanism, they subscribed to an ecocentric
philosophy that attributed as much value to nature as to people. Although critics dismissed them as
marginal, radicals posed a vital question that mainstream groups too often ignored: Is
environmentalism a matter of common sense or a fundamental critique of the modern world? In The
Ecocentrists, Keith Makoto Woodhouse offers a nuanced history of radical environmental thought
and action in the late-twentieth-century United States. Focusing especially on the group Earth First!,
Woodhouse explores how radical environmentalism responded to both postwar affluence and a
growing sense of physical limits. While radicals challenged the material and philosophical basis of
industrial civilization, they glossed over the ways economic inequality and social difference defined
people’s different relationships to the nonhuman world. Woodhouse discusses how such views
increasingly set Earth First! at odds with movements focused on social justice and examines the
implications of ecocentrism’s sweeping critique of human society for the future of environmental
protection. A groundbreaking intellectual history of environmental politics in the United States, The
Ecocentrists is a timely study that considers humanism and individualism in an environmental age
and makes a case for skepticism and doubt in environmental thought.

affluence in environmental science: Energy and the Wealth of Nations Charles A.S. Hall,
Kent Klitgaard, 2018-03-05 In this updated edition of a groundbreaking text, concepts such as
energy return on investment (EROI) provide powerful insights into the real balance sheets that drive
our “petroleum economy.” Hall and Klitgaard explore the relation between energy and the wealth
explosion of the 20th century, and the interaction of internal limits to growth found in the
investment process and rising inequality with the biophysical limits posed by finite energy resources.
The authors focus attention on the failure of markets to recognize or efficiently allocate diminishing
resources, the economic consequences of peak oil, the high cost and relatively low EROI of finding
and exploiting new oil fields, including the much ballyhooed shale plays and oil sands, and whether
alternative energy technologies such as wind and solar power can meet the minimum EROI
requirements needed to run society as we know it. For the past 150 years, economics has been
treated as a social science in which economies are modeled as a circular flow of income between
producers and consumers. In this “perpetual motion” of interactions between firms that produce and
households that consume, little or no accounting is given of the flow of energy and materials from
the environment and back again. In the standard economic model, energy and matter are completely
recycled in these transactions, and economic activity is seemingly exempt from the Second Law of
Thermodynamics. As we enter the second half of the age of oil, when energy supplies and the
environmental impacts of energy production and consumption are likely to constrain economic




growth, this exemption should be considered illusory at best. This book is an essential read for all
scientists and economists who have recognized the urgent need for a more scientific, empirical, and
unified approach to economics in an energy-constrained world, and serves as an ideal teaching text
for the growing number of courses, such as the authors’ own, on the role of energy in society.

affluence in environmental science: American Environmentalism Riley E. Dunlap, Angela G.
Mertig, 2014-04-04 First published in 1992. Hailed as required reading for environmental sociologist
and social movements, this book is written as a scholarly work and from a social science perspective;
and is an ideal textbook for environmental courses.

affluence in environmental science: The Failure of Environmental Education (And How We
Can Fix It) Charles Saylan, Daniel T. Blumstein, 2011-05-25 “The hope for the future depends on
teaching current and future students the analytical and critical thinking skills for dealing with the
most critical problems. My own hope is for this book to be read by everyone, even those outside the
field of environmental education. Read this book, read it again, share it widely, and do something -
anything - to help our needy and wounded planet.-Marc Bekoff, author of The Animal Manifesto: Six
Reasons For Expanding Our Compassion Footprint Saylan and Blumstein provide a compelling vision
of what can be, and what should be, if we have the courage to open our eyes and the boldness to
act.”-Peter Saundry, Ph.D., Executive Director of the National Council for Science and the
Environment “A clarion call to incorporate environmental education in all grades K-12, across all
academic disciplines, in order to produce future generations of environmental stewards.-Mark Gold,
President, Heal The Bay We need a sea change in the educational system. After all, if we can teach
schoolchildren that vandalism is wrong, why can we not teach them that environmental destruction
is wrong? This book is a haunting call to action. A beautifully written manifesto that gets it
right.-Ron Swaisgood, Director of Applied Animal Ecology, Institute for Conservation Research, San
Diego Zoo Global “The greatest threat to the future of all species on the planet is the huge gap
between what is understood about global climate change by the scientific community and what is
known about climate change by the people who need to know -- the public. The sound prescriptions
in this book need to be read now. We are running out of time.”-Dr. James Hansen, world-renowned
climatologist and author of Storms of My Grandchildren: The Truth About the Coming Climate
Catastrophe and Our Last Chance to Save Humanity “Environmental education is a disaster and
educating the public on environmental issues is the greatest challenge facing humanity today. This
book will help us understand why we are headed toward the collapse of civilization, and more
important, how to fix it. Packed with sound science, useful information, and brilliant ideas, it is a
book we must read, and give, to our local school boards and principals nationwide. Our children will
thank us.-Paul R. Ehrlich, author of The Population Bomb and Humanity on a Tightrope

affluence in environmental science: Affluence, Mobility and Second Home Ownership Chris
Paris, 2010-10-04 Despite the current recession, the frequency of second home ownership is still
surprisingly high throughout the western world. While the UK and Ireland previously had lower
occurrences of multiple dwellings compared to the rest of Europe, they are quickly catching up with
a current surge in the ownership of second homes. The recent MP expenses scandal in the UK has
also drawn attention to the prevalence of second homes (or more) within the middle classes, and the
fact that the concept is becoming increasingly popular. Chris Paris uses this text to address the
reasons behind why second homes are becoming more popular, both within the usual domicile of the
individuals, and in international locations. The socioeconomic factors and historical contexts of
homes in cultures across the world are fundamental to explaining the choices in transnational home
ownership, and Paris’ case studies and comparisons between additional homes in Europe, Australia,
America and Asia expand upon the motivation for people to own a second home. Affluence, Mobility
and Second Home Ownership draws together debates on gentrification, globalisation, consumerism,
environmental factors and investment to provide a balanced look at the pros, and cons, of second
home ownership, and what implications it has for the future. An ideal text for students studying
geography, urbanism and planning, this book is also of interest to individuals interested in the
changing ways in which we make choices on our places of residence.



affluence in environmental science: Surveying Climate-Relevant Behavior Markus
Hadler, Beate Klosch, Stephan Schwarzinger, Markus Schweighart, Rebecca Wardana, David Neil
Bird, 2021-11-12 This open access book discusses the contribution of sociology and survey research
to climate research. The authors address the questions of which behaviors are of climate relevance,
who is engaging in these behaviors, in which contexts do these behaviors occur, and which
individual perceptions and values are related to them. Utilizing survey research, the book focuses on
the measurement of climate-relevant behaviors with population surveys and develops an instrument
that allows a valid estimate of an individual’s GHG emissions with a few core items. While the
development of these instruments was based on surveys and qualitative interviews conducted in
Austria, the instruments were subsequently tested in a set of 31 European countries, revealing the
international relevance of such research. The book also concludes with a brief consideration of the
effects of the COVID-19 crisis on environmental attitudes, situating the project globally.

affluence in environmental science: Fully Automated Luxury Communism Aaron Bastani,
2019-06-11 The first decade of the twenty-first century marked the demise of the current world
order. Despite widespread acknowledgement of these disruptive crises, the proposed response from
the mainstream remains the same. Against the confines of this increasingly limited politics, a new
paradigm has emerged. Fully Automated Luxury Communism claims that new technologies will
liberate us from work, providing the opportunity to build a society beyond both capitalism and
scarcity. Automation, rather than undermining an economy built on full employment, is instead the
path to a world of liberty, luxury and happiness. For everyone. In his first book, radical political
commentator Aaron Bastani conjures a new politics: a vision of a world of unimaginable hope,
highlighting how we move to energy abundance, feed a world of nine billion, overcome work,
transcend the limits of biology and build meaningful freedom for everyone. Rather than a final
destination, such a society heralds the beginning of history. Fully Automated Luxury Communism
promises a radically new left future for everyone.

affluence in environmental science: Heat, Greed and Human Need [an Gough, 2017-10-27
This book builds an essential bridge between climate change and social policy. Combining ethics and
human need theory with political economy and climate science, it offers a long-term,
interdisciplinary analysis of the prospects for sustainable development and social justice. Beyond
‘green growth’ (which assumes an unprecedented rise in the emissions efficiency of production) it
envisages two further policy stages vital for rich countries: a progressive ‘recomposition’ of
consumption, and a post-growth ceiling on demand. An essential resource for scholars and
policymakers.

affluence in environmental science: Work, Consumption and Culture Paul Ransome,
2005-01-19 The central question in Work, Consumption and Culture is whether consumption has
now displaced production as the defining factor in the lives of those in the industrialized West. This
book offers a comprehensive review of the key issues in the production/consumption debate, and
where it might lead in the future. Key to Paul Ransome’s argument is the hypothesis that affluence is
the crucial factor in the shift away from work and towards consumption. Uniquely emphasizing the
links between work, consumption and culture, rather than keeping each element separate, the
author looks at: - the changing significance of work in society - the meaning, growth and significance
of affluence - the growing importance of consumption as a source of identity and its implications the
impact of the shift to consumption on work/life balance Work, Consumption and Culture engages the
reader with its lively debating style. It is an essential introduction for sociology and cultural studies
students on courses relating to consumption and the role of work in contemporary society. "This
book offers a balanced account of the changing importance of work and consumption in
contemporary industrial society. Clearly written, the author identifies the central role that affluence
plays in the relationship between work and consumption, and in the development of social life and
individual identity” - Professor Paul Blyton, Cardiff Business School

affluence in environmental science: Poverty in the Philippines Asian Development Bank,
2009-12-01 Against the backdrop of the global financial crisis and rising food, fuel, and commodity




prices, addressing poverty and inequality in the Philippines remains a challenge. The proportion of
households living below the official poverty line has declined slowly and unevenly in the past four
decades, and poverty reduction has been much slower than in neighboring countries such as the
People's Republic of China, Indonesia, Thailand, and Viet Nam. Economic growth has gone through
boom and bust cycles, and recent episodes of moderate economic expansion have had limited impact
on the poor. Great inequality across income brackets, regions, and sectors, as well as unmanaged
population growth, are considered some of the key factors constraining poverty reduction efforts.
This publication analyzes the causes of poverty and recommends ways to accelerate poverty
reduction and achieve more inclusive growth. it also provides an overview of current government
responses, strategies, and achievements in the fight against poverty and identifies and prioritizes
future needs and interventions. The analysis is based on current literature and the latest available
data, including the 2006 Family Income and Expenditure Survey.

affluence in environmental science: Sustainable Mass Transit Thomas Abdallah, 2023-05-25
Sustainable Mass Transit: Challenges and Opportunities in Urban Public Transportation, Second
Edition highlights the many sustainability solutions and alternatives to fossil fuel usage including
renewable energy and efficiency in mass transit, as well as the conservation of materials, water, and
air and the overall health of communities. This new edition will update the reader on developments
in the field since 2017 and advancements in sustainability solutions. It explores how Environmental
Management System frameworks improve environmental performance in the operations,
maintenance, design, rehabilitation, and expansion of a mass transportation system. The book covers
the numerous types of mass transit systems, looking closely at all their key functions, including
operations, maintenance, development, design, building, and retrofitting. It explores the mitigation
measures that reduce or eliminate negative environmental impacts, including green infrastructure,
materials conservation, ecological conservation, and more. It covers energy, greenhouse gas
emissions, toxic pollution and other significant environmental impacts, recycling, and more. It also
examines organizational best practices and environmental regulatory constraints and life cycle
assessments, describing which sustainable elements can be added while rehabilitating or expanding
a mass transportation infrastructure or ancillary facility. The book concludes with a look at
forthcoming sustainable initiatives that will enhance mass transit systems. - Contains case studies
from around the world, including several new case studies from the United States, Canada, Mexico,
South America, Europe and Asia - Thoroughly updated with four new chapters on The Sustainable
Mass Transit Revolution, Relevance of Mass Transit, Environmental Professionals in Transportation,
and Reimagining Sustainable Mass Transit - Includes a new companion website with assessment
questions for educators, image files and video presentations - Shows how teams from different fields,
entities, agencies and cities can work together to solve complex sustainability challenges

affluence in environmental science: Environmental Science For Dummies Alecia M. Spooner,
2012-07-31 The easy way to score high in Environmental Science Environmental science is a
fascinating subject, but some students have a hard time grasping the interrelationships of the
natural world and the role that humans play within the environment. Presented in a straightforward
format, Environmental Science For Dummies gives you plain-English, easy-to-understand
explanations of the concepts and material you'll encounter in your introductory-level course. Here,
you get discussions of the earth's natural resources and the problems that arise when resources like
air, water, and soil are contaminated by manmade pollutants. Sustainability is also examined,
including the latest advancements in recycling and energy production technology. Environmental
Science For Dummies is the most accessible book on the market for anyone who needs to get a
handle on the topic, whether you're looking to supplement classroom learning or simply interested in
learning more about our environment and the problems we face. Presents straightforward
information on complex concepts Tracks to a typical introductory level Environmental Science
course Serves as an excellent supplement to classroom learning If you're enrolled in an introductory
Environmental Science course or studying for the AP Environmental Science exam, this hands-on,
friendly guide has you covered.



affluence in environmental science: The Challenge of Affluence Avner Offer, 2006-03-09
Since the 1940s Americans and Britons have experienced rising material abundance, but also a
range of social and personal disorders, including family breakdown, obesity and addiction. Drawing
on the latest cognitive research, Avner Offer presents a detailed and reasoned critique of the
modern consumer society.

affluence in environmental science: Handbook on Marine Environment Protection
Markus Salomon, Till Markus, 2018-01-31 This handbook is the first of its kind to provide a clear,
accessible, and comprehensive introduction to the most important scientific and management topics
in marine environmental protection. Leading experts discuss the latest perspectives and best
practices in the field with a particular focus on the functioning of marine ecosystems, natural
processes, and anthropogenic pressures. The book familiarizes readers with the intricacies and
challenges of managing coasts and oceans more sustainably, and guides them through the maze of
concepts and strategies, laws and policies, and the various actors that define our ability to manage
marine activities. Providing valuable thematic insights into marine management to inspire
thoughtful application and further study, it is essential reading for marine environmental scientists,
policy-makers, lawyers, practitioners and anyone interested in the field.

affluence in environmental science: Land Grab Or Development Opportunity? Lorenzo
Cotula, 2009

affluence in environmental science: A Climate of Injustice ]J. Timmons Roberts, Bradley
Parks, 2006-11-22 The global debate over who should take action to address climate change is
extremely precarious, as diametrically opposed perceptions of climate justice threaten the prospects
for any long-term agreement. Poor nations fear limits on their efforts to grow economically and meet
the needs of their own people, while powerful industrial nations, including the United States, refuse
to curtail their own excesses unless developing countries make similar sacrifices. Meanwhile,
although industrialized countries are responsible for 60 percent of the greenhouse gas emissions
that contribute to climate change, developing countries suffer the worst and first effects of
climate-related disasters, including droughts, floods, and storms, because of their geographical
locations. In A Climate of Injustice, J. Timmons Roberts and Bradley Parks analyze the role that
inequality between rich and poor nations plays in the negotiation of global climate agreements.
Roberts and Parks argue that global inequality dampens cooperative efforts by reinforcing the
structuralist worldviews and causal beliefs of many poor nations, eroding conditions of generalized
trust, and promoting particularistic notions of fair solutions. They develop new measures of
climate-related inequality, analyzing fatality and homelessness rates from hydrometeorological
disasters, patterns of emissions inequality, and participation in international environmental regimes.
Until we recognize that reaching a North-South global climate pact requires addressing larger
issues of inequality and striking a global bargain on environment and development, Roberts and
Parks argue, the current policy gridlock will remain unresolved.

affluence in environmental science: Plundering Paradise Robin Broad, John Cavanagh,
2023-11-10 This gripping portrait of environmental politics chronicles the devastating destruction of
the Philippine countryside and reveals how ordinary men and women are fighting back. Traveling
through a land of lush rainforests, the authors have recorded the experiences of the people whose
livelihoods are disappearing along with their country's natural resources. The result is an inspiring,
informative account of how peasants, fishers, and other laborers have united to halt the plunder and
to improve their lives. These people do not debate global warming—they know that their very lives
depend on the land and oceans, so they block logging trucks, protest open-pit mining, and replant
trees. In a country where nearly two-thirds of the children are impoverished, the reclaiming of
natural resources is offering young people hope for a future. Plundering Paradise is essential
reading for anyone interested in development, the global environment, and political life in the Third
World.

affluence in environmental science: Population, Land Use, and Environment National
Research Council, Division of Behavioral and Social Sciences and Education, Center for Economics,



Governance, and International Studies, Committee on the Human Dimensions of Global Change,
Panel on New Research on Population and the Environment, 2005-10-15 Population, Land Use, and
Environment: Research Directions offers recommendations for future research to improve
understanding of how changes in human populations affect the natural environment by means of
changes in land use, such as deforestation, urban development, and development of coastal zones. It
also features a set of state-of-the-art papers by leading researchers that analyze population-land
useenvironment relationships in urban and rural settings in developed and underdeveloped
countries and that show how remote sensing and other observational methods are being applied to
these issues. This book will serve as a resource for researchers, research funders, and students.

affluence in environmental science: The Population Bomb Paul R. Ehrlich, 1971

affluence in environmental science: Ecosystems and Human Well-being Joseph Alcamo,
Millennium Ecosystem Assessment (Program), 2003 Ecosystems and Human Well-Being is the first
product of the Millennium Ecosystem Assessment, a four-year international work program designed
to meet the needs of decisionmakers for scientific information on the links between ecosystem
change and human well-being. The book offers an overview of the project, describing the conceptual
framework that is being used, defining its scope, and providing a baseline of understanding that all
participants need to move forward. The Millennium Assessment focuses on how humans have altered
ecosystems, and how changes in ecosystem services have affected human well-being, how ecosystem
changes may affect people in future decades, and what types of responses can be adopted at local,
national, or global scales to improve ecosystem management and thereby contribute to human
well-being and poverty alleviation. The program was launched by United National Secretary-General
Kofi Annan in June 2001, and the primary assessment reports will be released by Island Press in
2005. Leading scientists from more than 100 nations are conducting the assessment, which can aid
countries, regions, or companies by: providing a clear, scientific picture of the current sta

affluence in environmental science: Global Environmental Change National Research
Council, Policy Division, Board on Sustainable Development, Committee on Global Change Research,
1999-09-14 How can we understand and rise to the environmental challenges of global change? One
clear answer is to understand the science of global change, not solely in terms of the processes that
control changes in climate and the composition of the atmosphere, but in how ecosystems and
human society interact with these changes. In the last two decades of the twentieth century, a
number of such research effortsa€supported by computer and satellite technologya€have been
launched. Yet many opportunities for integration remain unexploited, and many fundamental
questions remain about the earth's capacity to support a growing human population. This volume
encourages a renewed commitment to understanding global change and sets a direction for research
in the decade ahead. Through case studies the book explores what can be learned from the lessons
of the past 20 years and what are the outstanding scientific questions. Highlights include: Research
imperatives and strategies for investigators in the areas of atmospheric chemistry, climate,
ecosystem studies, and human dimensions of global change. The context of climate change,
including lessons to be gleaned from paleoclimatology. Human responses toa€and forcing
ofa€projected global change. This book offers a comprehensive overview of global change research
to date and provides a framework for answering urgent questions.

affluence in environmental science: Creating A Sustainable And Desirable Future:
Insights From 45 Global Thought Leaders Robert Costanza, Ida Kubiszewski, 2014-03-14 The
major challenge for the current generation of mankind is to develop a shared vision of a future that
is both desirable to the vast majority of humanity and ecologically sustainable. Creating a
Sustainable and Desirable Future offers a broad, critical discussion on what such a future should or
can be, with global perspectives written by some of the world's leading thinkers, including: Wendell
Berry, Van Jones, Frances Moore Lappe, Peggy Liu, Hunter Lovins, Gus Speth, Bill McKibben, and
many more.

affluence in environmental science: Globalization and Environmental Reform Arthur P. J.
Mol, 2003 A balanced look at globalization and its potential environmental effects, both destructive



and beneficial.

affluence in environmental science: The Wiley-Blackwell Companion to Sociology George
Ritzer, 2016-09-26 Featuring a collection of original chapters by leading and emerging scholars, The
Wiley-Blackwell Companion to Sociology presents a comprehensive and balanced overview of the
major topics and emerging trends in the discipline of sociology today. Features original chapters
contributed by an international cast of leading and emerging sociology scholars Represents the most
innovative and 'state-of-the-art' thinking about the discipline Includes a general introduction and
section introductions with chapters summaries by the editor

affluence in environmental science: Time and the Generations Partha Dasgupta, 2019-06-25
How should we evaluate the ethics of procreation, especially the environmental consequences of
reproductive decisions on future generations, in a resource-constrained world? While demographers,
moral philosophers, and environmental scientists have separately discussed the implications of
population size for sustainability, no one has attempted to synthesize the concerns and values of
these approaches. The culmination of a half century of engagement with population ethics, Partha
Dasgupta’s masterful Time and the Generations blends economics, philosophy, and ecology to offer
an original lens on the difficult topic of optimum global population. After offering careful attention to
global inequality and the imbalance of power between men and women, Dasgupta provides tentative
answers to two fundamental questions: What level of economic activity can our planet support over
the long run, and what does the answer say about optimum population numbers? He develops a
population ethics that can be used to evaluate our choices and guide our sense of a sustainable
global population and living standards. Structured around a central essay from Dasgupta, the book
also features a foreword from Robert Solow; correspondence with Kenneth Arrow; incisive
commentaries from Joseph Stiglitz, Eric Maskin, and Scott Barrett; an extended response by the
author to them; and a joint paper with Aisha Dasgupta on inequalities in reproductive decisions and
the idea of reproductive rights. Taken together, Time and the Generations represents a fascinating
dialogue between world-renowned economists on a central issue of our time.

affluence in environmental science: What Are You Optimistic About? John Brockman,
2009-10-13 The nightly news and conventional wisdom tell us that things are bad and getting worse.
Yet despite dire predictions, scientists see many good things on the horizon. John Brockman,
publisher of Edge (www.edge.org), the influential online salon, recently asked more than 150
high-powered scientific thinkers to answer a vital question for our frequently pessimistic times:
What are you optimistic about? Spanning a wide range of topics—from string theory to education,
from population growth to medicine, and even from global warming to the end of world—What Are
You Optimistic About? is an impressive array of what world-class minds (including Nobel Laureates,
Pulitzer Prize winners, New York Times bestselling authors, and Harvard professors, among others)
have weighed in to offer carefully considered optimistic visions of tomorrow. Their provocative and
controversial ideas may rouse skepticism, but they might possibly change our perceptions of
humanity's future.

affluence in environmental science: How Many People Can the Earth Support? Joel E.
Cohen, 1996 Discusses how many people the earth can support in terms of economic, physical, and
environmental aspects.

affluence in environmental science: Principles of Environmental Sciences Jan ]J. Boersema,
Lucas Reijnders, 2008-12-12 International experts provide a comprehensive picture of the principles,
concepts and methods that are applicable to problems originating from the interaction between the
living/non-living environment and mankind. Both the analysis of such problems and the way
solutions to environmental problems may work in specific societal contexts are addressed.
Disciplinary approaches are discussed but there is a focus on multi- and interdisciplinary methods. A
large number of practical examples and case studies are presented. There is special emphasis on
modelling and integrated assessment. This book is different because it stresses the societal, cultural
and historical dimensions of environmental problems. The main objective is to improve the ability to
analyse and conceptualise environmental problems in context and to make readers aware of the



value and scope of different methods. Ideal as a course text for students, this book will also be of
interest to researchers and consultants in the environmental sciences.

affluence in environmental science: Flammable Javier Auyero, Debora Alejandra Swistun,
2009-04-10 Surrounded by one of the largest petrochemical compounds in Argentina, a highly
polluted river that brings the toxic waste of tanneries and other industries, a hazardous and largely
unsupervised waste incinerator, and an unmonitored landfill, Flammable's soil, air, and water are
contaminated with lead, chromium, benzene, and other chemicals. So are its nearly five thousand
sickened and frail inhabitants. How do poor people make sense of and cope with toxic pollution?
Why do they fail to understand what is objectively a clear and present danger? How are perceptions
and misperceptions shared within a community? Based on archival research and two and a half
years of collaborative ethnographic fieldwork in Flammable, this book examines the lived
experiences of environmental suffering. Despite clear evidence to the contrary, residents allow
themselves to doubt or even deny the hard facts of industrial pollution. This happens, the authors
argue, through a labor of confusion enabled by state officials who frequently raise the issue of
relocation and just as frequently suspend it; by the companies who fund local health care but assert
that the area is unfit for human residence; by doctors who say the illnesses are no different from
anywhere else but tell mothers they must leave the neighborhood if their families are to be cured; by
journalists who randomly appear and focus on the most extreme aspects of life there; and by lawyers
who encourage residents to hold out for a settlement. These contradictory actions, advice, and
information work together to shape the confused experience of living in danger and ultimately
translates into a long, ineffective, and uncertain waiting time, a time dictated by powerful interests
and shared by all marginalized groups. With luminous and vivid descriptions of everyday life in the
neighborhood, Auyero and Swistun depict this on-going slow motion human and environmental
disaster and dissect the manifold ways in which it is experienced by Flammable residents.

affluence in environmental science: More from Less Andrew McAfee, 2019-10-08 From the
coauthor of the New York Times bestseller The Second Machine Age, a paradigm-shifting argument
“full of fascinating information and provocative insights” (Publishers Weekly, starred
review)—demonstrating that we are increasing prosperity while using fewer natural resources.
Throughout history, the only way for humanity to grow was by degrading the Earth: chopping down
forests, polluting the air and water, and endlessly using up resources. Since the first Earth Day in
1970, the focus has been on radically changing course: reducing our consumption, tightening our
belts, and learning to share and reuse. Is that argument correct? Absolutely not. In More from Less,
McAfee argues that to solve our ecological problems we should do the opposite of what a decade of
conventional wisdom suggests. Rather than reduce and conserve, we should rely on the
cost-consciousness built into capitalism and the streamlining miracles of technology to create a more
efficient world. America—a large, high-tech country that accounts for about 25% of the global
economy—is now generally using less of most resources year after year, even as its economy and
population continue to grow. What’s more, the US is polluting the air and water less, emitting fewer
greenhouse gases, and replenishing endangered animal populations. And, as McAfee shows, America
is not alone. Other countries are also transforming themselves in fundamental ways. What has made
this turnabout possible? One thing, primarily: the collaboration between technology and capitalism,
although good governance and public awareness have also been critical. McAfee does warn of issues
that haven’t been solved, like global warming, overfishing, and communities left behind as
capitalism and tech progress race forward. But overall, More from Less is a revelatory and “deeply
engaging” (Booklist) account of how we’ve stumbled into an unexpectedly better balance with
nature—one that holds out the promise of more abundant and greener centuries ahead.

affluence in environmental science: One Earth, One Future National Academy of Sciences,
Ruth S. DeFries, Cheryl Simon Silver, 1992-02-01 Written for nonscientists, One Earth, One Future
can help individuals understand the basic science behind changes in the global environment and the
resulting policy implications that the population of the entire planet must face. The volume describes
the earth as a unified systema€exploring the interactions between the atmosphere, land, and water




and the snowballing impact that human activity is having on the systema€and presents perspectives
on policies and programs that can both develop and protect our natural resources. One Earth, One
Future discusses why such seemingly diverse issues as historical climate change, species diversity,
and sea-level rise are part of a single picturea€and how human activity is the critical element in that
picture. The book concludes with practical examinations of economic, security, and development
questions, with a view toward achieving improvements in quality of life without further
environmental degradation. One Earth, One Future is must reading for anyone interested in the
interrelationship of environmental matters and public policy issues.
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