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1. Introduction: Understanding the Importance of Affidavit of
Support Instructions

The affidavit of support, primarily form 1-864 or [-864EZ, is a crucial document in the US
immigration system. A thorough understanding of affidavit of support instructions is paramount for
both sponsors and beneficiaries seeking family-based immigration. This document legally binds a US
citizen or lawful permanent resident (sponsor) to financially support an immigrant (beneficiary) to
ensure they don't become a public charge. This analysis delves into the historical context, current
regulations surrounding affidavit of support instructions, and the crucial elements required for a
successful application.

2. Historical Context: The Evolution of Affidavit of Support
Instructions

The concept of financial sponsorship in immigration has evolved over time. Early immigration laws
focused less on financial guarantees, but as concerns about public charge increased, so did the
stringency of financial requirements. The modern affidavit of support, with its detailed instructions
and complex calculations, reflects a more formalized and rigorous approach to ensuring immigrants
do not burden public resources. The shift reflects evolving social and economic priorities, reflecting
concerns about welfare dependency and the capacity of the social safety net. The evolution of the



[-864 and [-864EZ forms themselves, reflecting adjustments in reporting requirements and income
calculations, highlights this ongoing adaptation.

3. Current Regulations and Affidavit of Support Instructions: A
Deep Dive into I-864 and I-864EZ

The cornerstone of the affidavit of support process lies in understanding the instructions for Form
1-864 (Affidavit of Support Under Section 213A of the INA) and Form [-864EZ (Affidavit of Support
Under Section 213A of the INA). These forms, with their detailed instructions, demand careful
completion. Key aspects covered in the instructions include:

Eligibility of the Sponsor: The instructions clearly define who qualifies as a sponsor (citizen, LPR,
etc.) and the requirements they must meet.

Determining Income: Detailed instructions are provided on calculating income, including income
from various sources (employment, self-employment, investments). Understanding these instructions
is critical to ensure the sponsor meets the minimum income requirement.

Household Size: Accurately determining household size is crucial, as it directly impacts the income
threshold. The instructions offer guidance on who is included in the household.

Poverty Guidelines: The affidavit of support instructions explicitly reference the Federal Poverty
Guidelines, which are used to determine if the sponsor's income is sufficient to support the
beneficiary without becoming a public charge.

Joint Sponsorship: The instructions outline the requirements and procedures for joint sponsorship
when one sponsor doesn't meet the income requirements alone.

Duration of Support: The affidavit of support instructions specify the duration of the sponsor's
financial responsibility, typically until the beneficiary becomes a US citizen or meets certain
employment and income criteria.

Filing Requirements: The instructions clearly outline how to complete the forms, what supporting
documentation to include, and where to submit the completed affidavit.

Failure to adhere to these instructions can lead to delays, denials, or even the termination of the
beneficiary's immigration process. Proper attention to detail is crucial.

4, Common Mistakes and How to Avoid Them When Following
Affidavit of Support Instructions

Many applicants make mistakes when completing the affidavit of support. Common errors include:

Incorrect Income Calculation: Misunderstanding the instructions on calculating income from
different sources is a frequent error.

Inaccurate Household Size Determination: Incorrectly including or excluding household members
can drastically affect the income calculation.

Missing Documentation: Failing to provide all necessary supporting documentation is another
common pitfall.

Incomplete or Inaccurate Information: Providing incomplete or inaccurate information on the forms
themselves can lead to rejection.

To avoid these mistakes, meticulous attention to the affidavit of support instructions is necessary.
Seeking professional legal assistance can significantly reduce the risk of errors.



5. The Role of Legal Professionals in Navigating Affidavit of
Support Instructions

Given the complexities of the affidavit of support instructions and the significant consequences of
errors, seeking legal counsel is strongly recommended. An experienced immigration attorney can
help navigate the intricacies of the process, ensuring accurate completion of the forms and
gathering all necessary documentation. They can also represent clients in case of any complications
or denials.

6. The Future of Affidavit of Support Instructions and Public
Charge Concerns

The issue of public charge remains a central concern in US immigration policy. Future changes to
the affidavit of support instructions and the public charge rule are possible, reflecting evolving
social and economic considerations. Staying updated on these changes is crucial for anyone involved
in the immigration process.

7. Conclusion

Understanding and correctly following affidavit of support instructions is paramount for a successful
immigration petition. The complexities of the forms and the potential consequences of errors
underscore the importance of careful preparation and, often, the need for professional legal
assistance. By meticulously reviewing the instructions, gathering necessary documentation, and
seeking expert guidance when needed, sponsors and beneficiaries can significantly increase their
chances of a positive outcome. The historical context of the affidavit of support, its current
relevance, and the ongoing evolution of immigration policy should guide all those involved in this
critical process.

FAQs

1. What happens if I make a mistake on my affidavit of support? Errors can lead to delays,
requests for further evidence, or even denial of the petition. Correcting errors requires
amending the form and resubmitting it.

1. Can I sponsor more than one person with a single affidavit of support? No, typically each
beneficiary requires a separate affidavit of support.

1. What happens if my income falls below the required threshold after filing the affidavit? This
could trigger consequences, and it's important to contact USCIS and your attorney
immediately.



1. What type of documentation do I need to support my affidavit of support? This includes tax
returns, pay stubs, bank statements, and other proof of income and assets.

1. Can I use the I-864EZ instead of the 1-864? The I-864EZ is a simplified version and only
applicable in certain situations. Check the eligibility requirements carefully.

1. How long is the sponsor responsible for supporting the beneficiary? The sponsorship typically
lasts until the beneficiary becomes a US citizen or meets certain employment and income
criteria.

1. What if the sponsor dies before the beneficiary becomes a citizen? The beneficiary's status
could be affected, and it's crucial to consult with an immigration attorney.

1. Can a non-citizen sponsor someone for immigration? Generally, only US citizens and lawful
permanent residents can sponsor individuals for immigration.

1. Where can I find the most up-to-date affidavit of support instructions? The official instructions
are available on the USCIS website.
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both the legal and practice issues of this complex field, this book will help social service
professionals and graduate students increase their cultural sensitivity and work more effectively
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