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Summary: This article provides a comprehensive overview of the AFC Title Games history, analyzing
key trends, memorable moments, and dominant franchises. It explores the evolution of the game, the
impact of rule changes, and the legacies of legendary players and coaches who shaped the AFC
Championship’s narrative. From the early days of the AFL-NFL merger to the modern era, this in-
depth analysis delves into the compelling stories behind the AFC title games history, highlighting the
drama, upsets, and ultimately, the path to the Super Bowl.

The Genesis of the AFC Title Game: A Legacy Forged in Rivalry

The AFC Title Games history is inextricably linked to the tumultuous yet ultimately fruitful merger
between the American Football League (AFL) and the National Football League (NFL) in 1970.
Before the merger, the AFL Championship game held its own significance, featuring legendary
teams and players. However, the creation of the American Football Conference (AFC) as part of the
merged NFL established a new pinnacle: the AFC Championship Game. This game determined which
team would represent the AFC in the Super Bowl, instantly elevating its importance and prestige.
The initial years of the AFC title games history saw a fascinating clash between established NFL
teams and the rising stars of the former AFL, forging a new era of competitive football.

The Dominance of the 70s and 80s: Dynasties and Defining
Moments

The 1970s and 80s witnessed the rise of several dominant franchises in AFC title games history. The
Pittsburgh Steelers, under the legendary coaching of Chuck Noll, cemented their legacy with four
Super Bowl victories in six years (1974-1979), many of which were preceded by hard-fought AFC



Championship wins. Their rivalry with the Oakland/Los Angeles Raiders, led by the charismatic Al
Davis, added a dramatic layer to the AFC title games history, featuring thrilling matchups and
memorable moments. The AFC title games history of this era is replete with legendary players like
Terry Bradshaw, Franco Harris, Lynn Swann, John Madden, and Marcus Allen, whose performances
continue to inspire awe among fans today.

The 90s and Beyond: Shifting Power Dynamics and Modern
Era Innovations

The 90s and beyond saw a shift in the power dynamics within the AFC. While teams like the Buffalo
Bills made repeated appearances in the AFC Championship Game, they were ultimately thwarted in
their quest for a Super Bowl victory, contributing to one of the most poignant narratives in AFC title
games history. The rise of teams like the Denver Broncos, led by John Elway and later Peyton
Manning, redefined the era, adding new chapters to the AFC title games history. The emergence of
the New England Patriots under Bill Belichick and Tom Brady dominated the landscape for two
decades, marking a truly unprecedented run of success in the AFC title games history. The
innovative offensive and defensive schemes employed during this period significantly altered the
strategy and tactics of the game, profoundly impacting the AFC title games history.

Analyzing Key Trends in AFC Title Games History

A closer examination of AFC title games history reveals several recurring themes. The importance of
a strong quarterback is undeniable; the best teams consistently boasted exceptional signal-callers.
Similarly, robust offensive and defensive lines have proven crucial for success, underscoring the
importance of controlling the line of scrimmage. The impact of coaching cannot be overstated; the
ability to adapt strategies and motivate players significantly influences outcomes. Furthermore, the
AFC title games history demonstrates the unpredictable nature of playoff football, where upsets and
unexpected performances can dramatically alter the narrative.

Memorable Games and Upsets in AFC Title Games History

The AFC title games history is punctuated by a series of unforgettable games. The "Immaculate
Reception" in 1972, the "Drive" by John Elway in 1998, and the numerous close battles between the
Patriots and the Colts in the early 2000s highlight the dramatic moments that have defined this
crucial stage of the NFL playoffs. These games not only showcase individual brilliance but also
emphasize the intense pressure and high stakes associated with the AFC Championship Game.
Analyzing these pivotal moments reveals valuable insights into the strategic and psychological
aspects of the game. Many of these games remain embedded in the collective memory of football
fans, adding to the richness of the AFC title games history.

The Impact of Rule Changes on AFC Title Games History

The rules of the game have evolved significantly throughout the years, influencing the style of play
and the outcomes of AFC title games. The introduction of the forward pass, the changes to defensive
strategies, and the modifications to officiating have all played a part in shaping the AFC title games
history. Understanding these changes provides a more nuanced understanding of the game's
evolution and the challenges faced by teams across different eras. The AFC title games history is not



just about the players and coaches; it’s also about the rules and how they have shaped the game we
know today.

The Legacy of the AFC Title Games and Its Place in NFL
History

The AFC Title Games history is an integral part of the broader NFL narrative. It represents a
culmination of a season's hard work, a test of resilience, and a stepping stone to the ultimate prize:
the Super Bowl. The AFC title games history encapsulates the essence of competitive football,
highlighting the drama, the triumphs, and the heartbreaks that make the sport so compelling. The
memories, rivalries, and legendary performances forged during these games contribute to the rich
tapestry of NFL history, ensuring that the AFC Championship Game remains a pivotal event in the
American sporting calendar.

Conclusion:

The AFC title games history is a captivating narrative of triumph, defeat, innovation, and unwavering
competition. From the early days of the AFL-NFL merger to the modern era dominated by dynasties,
the AFC Championship Game has consistently delivered thrilling contests and unforgettable
moments. Examining this rich history allows us to appreciate the evolution of the game, the legacies
of legendary players and coaches, and the enduring appeal of NFL football. The AFC title games
history is more than just a record of games; it's a chronicle of American sporting excellence.

FAQs:

Which team has won the most AFC Championship Games? The Pittsburgh Steelers and the1.
New England Patriots are tied with 8 wins each.

Who holds the record for most AFC Championship Game appearances? The Denver Broncos1.
and New England Patriots are tied with 11 appearances.

What is the highest-scoring AFC Championship Game? Various sources cite different high-1.
scoring games, but there isn't a single definitively highest scoring game due to changing
scoring systems over the years.

Which quarterbacks have the most AFC Championship Game MVP awards? Multiple1.
quarterbacks have won this award multiple times.



How many overtime games have been played in the AFC Championship Game? The exact1.
number of overtime games varies depending on the source.

Has any team ever won the AFC Championship Game after being a wild card team? Yes,1.
numerous wild card teams have gone on to win the AFC Championship.

What is the average attendance for AFC Championship games? The average attendance varies1.
throughout history.

What are some of the biggest upsets in AFC Championship Game history? The 1990 Buffalo1.
Bills' victory over the heavily favored Denver Broncos stands out as a classic upset.

Where are future AFC Championship Games scheduled to be held? The location of future AFC1.
Championship Games is determined each year by the NFL based on various factors.

Related Articles:

"The Immaculate Reception: A Detailed Analysis of a Defining Moment in AFC Title Games1.
History": A deep dive into the legendary play and its lasting impact.

"The Rise and Fall of the Buffalo Bills Dynasty: Their AFC Championship Contests": Examining1.
the Bills' near misses and their place in AFC title games history.

"John Elway's 'Drive': An Iconic Moment in AFC Title Games History": Analyzing the legendary1.
drive and its significance.

"The Belichick-Brady Era: Dominance and Controversy in AFC Title Games History": Exploring1.



the Patriots' unprecedented success and the debates surrounding it.

"AFC Title Games History: A Statistical Overview": A comprehensive statistical analysis of AFC1.
title games.

"Coaching Strategies in AFC Title Games History": Analyzing coaching decisions and their1.
impact on game outcomes.

"The Evolution of Offensive and Defensive Strategies in AFC Title Games History": Examining1.
the changes in playing styles throughout the years.

"Unforgettable Upsets in AFC Title Games History": Highlighting surprising and dramatic1.
victories.

"The Impact of the AFL-NFL Merger on AFC Title Games History": Exploring how the merger1.
shaped the conference and its championship game.

  afc title games history: This Day in Bengals History Geoff Hobson, 2018-10-05
  afc title games history: History of the NFL First 100 Year's You Sure Started Somethin'
R.D. Griffith, 2021-12-16 Are you searching for a book about American Football that has it all? R. D.
Griffith will take you on a comprehensive drive through the history and highlights of American
Football, its salient details, from its inception at the turn of the century to its centralized
embodiment now in the modern era, the NFL. He will share with you the challenges the game faced
through the Great Depression and two World Wars, including the spicy anecdotes of the people
comprising the great game of American Football throughout the years.
  afc title games history: Playing for Pizza John Grisham, 2010-03-16 #1 NEW YORK TIMES
BESTSELLER • After providing what is arguably the worst single performance in the history of the
NFL, third-string quarterback Rick Dockery becomes a national laughingstock. Cut by the Cleveland
Browns, and shunned by every other team, Rick insists that his agent find a team that does need
him. Against enormous odds, Rick lands a job—as the starting quarterback for the Mighty Panthers
... of Parma, Italy. The Parma Panthers desperately want a former NFL player—any former NFL
player—at their helm. And now they’ve got Rick, who knows nothing about Parma (not even where it
is) and doesn’t speak a word of Italian. To say that Italy—the land of fine wines, extremely small
cars, and football americano—holds a few surprises for Rick Dockery would be something of an



understatement. Don’t miss John Grisham’s new book, THE EXCHANGE: AFTER THE FIRM!
  afc title games history: The Raiders Encyclopedia Richard J. Shmelter, 2014-01-10 This is the
definitive reference work on the NFL's Oakland/Los Angeles Raiders. Part I is a season-by-season
review, covering each game and player from every campaign. Part II includes a complete all-time
roster of players and coaches, with biographical information, along with information on all draft
picks, schedules, and individual awards and honors. Part III covers the characters, from executives
to cheerleaders, who made the Raiders one of the most colorful organizations in professional sports,
and details the franchise's historic stadiums and uniforms.
  afc title games history: America's Game Michael MacCambridge, 2008-11-26 It’s difficult to
imagine today—when the Super Bowl has virtually become a national holiday and the National
Football League is the country’s dominant sports entity—but pro football was once a ramshackle
afterthought on the margins of the American sports landscape. In the span of a single generation in
postwar America, the game charted an extraordinary rise in popularity, becoming a smartly
managed, keenly marketed sports entertainment colossus whose action is ideally suited to television
and whose sensibilities perfectly fit the modern age. America’s Game traces pro football’s grand
transformation, from the World War II years, when the NFL was fighting for its very existence, to the
turbulent 1980s and 1990s, when labor disputes and off-field scandals shook the game to its core,
and up to the sport’s present-day preeminence. A thoroughly entertaining account of the entire
universe of professional football, from locker room to boardroom, from playing field to press box,
this is an essential book for any fan of America’s favorite sport.
  afc title games history: 100 Yards of Glory Joe Garner, Bob Costas, 2011 The creators of the
best-selling And the Crowd Goes Wild present an officially endorsed collection of key historical
events that combines archival photography with coverage of such famed stories as the Immaculate
Reception, the Ice Bowl and the Music City Miracle, in a volume complemented by a 10-part
documentary by an Emmy Award-winning team.
  afc title games history: Pro Football Schedules Ivan Urena, 2013-12-25 This book explains how
the NFL determines each team's opponents and how the league's scheduling format has evolved
throughout the years. It includes a history on the evolution of the pro football schedule, explores all
of the scheduling formulas used in the National Football League, American Football League and the
All-America Football Conference, and presents home-and-away opponent charts from 1933 through
the 2017 season.
  afc title games history: Play Like You Mean It Rex Ryan, 2012-08-07 “I want every player in
the National Football League to want to play for the Jets, and I want every coach in the league to
want to coach for the Jets, and we’re well on our way.” —Rex Ryan Since Rex Ryan was made head
coach of the New York Jets in 2009, his infectious energy and love of the game have made him one of
the best-known coaches in the NFL. Play Like You Mean It invites readers behind the scenes of the
NFL from Rex’s days coaching the Baltimore Ravens and Arizona Cardinals, to his acceptance of the
head coach position for the Jets, to mentoring Mark Sanchez as he transformed from a young USC
grad to a seasoned QB, to all the thrilling, controversial ups and downs of the Jets’ 2010 season.
With his characteristic frankness and exuberance, Rex reveals his philosophy of life, both on the field
and off, and shares colorful stories of growing up with twin brother Rob (now the Dallas Cowboys’
defensive coordinator), and their father, legendary NFL coach Buddy Ryan.
  afc title games history: Hell with the Lid Off Ed Gruver, Jim Campbell, 2019-10-01 Hell with
the Lid Off looks at the ferocious five-year war waged by Pittsburgh and Oakland for NFL supremacy
during the turbulent seventies.?The roots of their rivalry dated back to the 1972 playoff game in
Pittsburgh that ended with the Immaculate Reception, Franco Harris's stunning touchdown that led
the Steelers to a win over the Raiders in their first postseason meeting.?That famous game ignited a
fiery rivalry for NFL supremacy.?Between 1972 and 1977, the Steelers and the Raiders--between
them boasting an incredible twenty-six Pro Football Hall of Famers--collided in the playoffs five
straight seasons and in the AFC title game three consecutive years. Both teams favored force over
finesse and had players whose forte was intimidation.?Pittsburgh's Steel Curtain defense featured



Mean Joe Greene, Jack Lambert, Jack Ham, and Mel Blount, the latter's heavy hits forcing an NFL
rule in his name.?The Raiders countered with The Assassin, Jack Tatum, Skip Thomas (aka Dr.
Death), George Atkinson, and Willie Brown in their memorable secondary.?Each of their
championships crowned the eventual Super Bowl winner, and their bloodcurdling encounters
became so violent and vicious that they transcended the NFL and had to be settled in a U.S. district
court.? With its account of classic games, legendary owners, coaches, and players with
larger-than-life personalities, Hell with the Lid Off is a story of turbulent football and one of the
game's best-known rivalries.
  afc title games history: The ESPN Pro Football Encyclopedia Pete Palmer, 2007 Presents
the statistics of professional American football players, coaches, and teams for each season from
1920-2006.
  afc title games history: The NFL's Official Encyclopedic History of Professional Football
National Football League Properties, inc. Creative Services Division, 1977
  afc title games history: Focus On: 100 Most Popular African-American Players of
American Football Wikipedia contributors,
  afc title games history: Leaders of the Pack Rob Reischel, 2015-09-15 The story behind one
team's unprecedented dominance at the quarterback position By developing a trio of Hall of
Fame-bound passers, the Green Bay Packers have enjoyed success at the quarterback position that
surpasses that of any other team in the National Football League. In Leaders of the Pack, veteran
Packers writer Rob Reischel explores the organization's history of successful signal-callers,
highlighting Bart Starr's Super Bowl victories, Brett Favre's collection of NFL records, and Aaron
Rodgers' ascent into becoming one of the best players in today's NFL. Reischel traces the history of
all three players, highlighting what it means to be a Packers quarterback both on and off the field,
and then expands his insight to the rest of the league. He examines other team's dynamic trios--such
as the Dallas Cowboys' Roger Staubach, Troy Aikman, and Tony Romo or the San Francisco 49ers' Y.
A. Tittle, Joe Montana, and Steve Young--but demonstrates why the Packers have the most
successful players at the position in NFL history. Featuring Favre's thoughts about his place in the
Packers' quarterback legacy in his own words, Leaders of the Pack is required reading for Packers
fans young and old.
  afc title games history: Teams of the AFC Jim Gigliotti, 2011 Check out the hottest NFL
players of the season! Highlights the hottest teams and players from the past NFL season. Flip
through the pages and look at the best of the AFC, then flip the book over and look at the best of the
NFC!
  afc title games history: The Dynasty Jeff Benedict, 2021-09-07 The definitive inside story of
the New England Patriots dynasty--
  afc title games history: Impartial Judgment Jim Tunney, Glenn Dickey, 1995-04 With a
unique perspective sure to fascinate, amuse and inspire, Jim Tunney answers every fan's question:
Why would anyone want to be an NFL referee?
  afc title games history: Macs For Dummies Edward C. Baig, 2016-05-31 Take a bite out of all
your Mac has to offer with this bestselling guide So, you joined the cool kids club and bought a Mac.
Kudos! Now, do you dare admit to your sophisticated Mac mates that you still need some help
figuring out how it works? No worries, Macs For Dummies is here to help! In full color for the first
time ever, the latest edition of this long-running bestseller takes the guesswork out of working with
your new Mac, providing easy-to-follow, plain-English answers to every possible question in the
book! Whether you're trying to figure out the basics of getting around the OS X interface, learning
the ins and outs of turning your Mac into a sleek productivity tool, or anything in between, Mac For
Dummies makes it fast and easy to navigate your way around your new Apple computer. You'll get
the know-how to rocket into cyberspace, browse the Web, send messages, back up files to the Cloud,
deal with security issues, get productive with leading Mac apps, and have fun with one-stop
shopping for music, movies, and media. Navigate OS X El Capitan with confidence and ease Use
your Mac to power your audio and video systems Add your Mac to your home network Troubleshoot



common problems when your Mac starts misbehaving Fully updated to cover the latest hardware
and software releases, Macs For Dummies offers everything you need to get your geek on—and
make your Mac your minion.
  afc title games history: The Score Takes Care of Itself Bill Walsh, Steve Jamison, Craig Walsh,
2009-08-20 The last lecture on leadership by the NFL's greatest coach: Bill Walsh Bill Walsh is a
towering figure in the history of the NFL. His advanced leadership transformed the San Francisco
49ers from the worst franchise in sports to a legendary dynasty. In the process, he changed the way
football is played. Prior to his death, Walsh granted a series of exclusive interviews to bestselling
author Steve Jamison. These became his ultimate lecture on leadership. Additional insights and
perspective are provided by Hall of Fame quarterback Joe Montana and others. Bill Walsh taught
that the requirements of successful leadership are the same whether you run an NFL franchise, a
fortune 500 company, or a hardware store with 12 employees. These final words of 'wisdom by
Walsh' will inspire, inform, and enlighten leaders in all professions.
  afc title games history: Catching Excellence Chuck Carlson, 2022-10-15 Perfection is not
attainable. But if we chase perfection we can catch excellence. --Vince Lombardi Since their
founding in 1921, the Green Bay Packers have played countless games that have thrilled pro football
fans across the country. In this book, a veteran sportswriter examines eleven contests that have
defined the team over different eras in its 101-year history. From the season-ending win in 1929 that
delivered the Packers’ first NFL championship, to Vince Lombardi’s first victory as Packers coach in
1959, winning both the “Ice Bowl” and first Super Bowl in 1967, and on through the Favre and
Rodgers eras in a new century, Chuck Carlson goes beyond events on the field to trace the
significance of each of these signature games in the arc of Packers history.
  afc title games history: Cleveland Browns A - Z Roger Gordon, 2015-10-27 A must-have book
for any Cleveland Browns fan, this updated edition of Cleveland Browns A to Z is compiled
alphabetically for easy accessibility. The book offers a complete history of the tradition-filled
franchise and includes more than five hundred different items of interest. Imagine yourself in chilly
Cleveland, where the frigid winds freeze fans in the stands and frustrate such legendary kickers as
Lou Groza and Don Cockroft. Discover the origin behind the country’s most rabid followers, who sit
in the east end zone’s Dawg Pound and bark their support for the team. Revel in a ream of statistics,
from Hall of Famers like Jim Brown and Otto Graham to passing yards leaders to the win-loss record
for when the team plays in domes. Cleveland Browns A to Z is a handy reference guide of notable
information that makes up Browns history, especially regarding statistics. Cleveland Browns A to Z
brings you the history of the Browns and will delight those with a penchant for sports trivia with its
array of facts and heightened attention to detail. From Abe Abraham to Eric Zeiler, this book has all
the information Browns Backers would ever want to know about their team. Skyhorse Publishing, as
well as our Sports Publishing imprint, are proud to publish a broad range of books for readers
interested in sports—books about baseball, pro football, college football, pro and college basketball,
hockey, or soccer, we have a book about your sport or your team. Whether you are a New York
Yankees fan or hail from Red Sox nation; whether you are a die-hard Green Bay Packers or Dallas
Cowboys fan; whether you root for the Kentucky Wildcats, Louisville Cardinals, UCLA Bruins, or
Kansas Jayhawks; whether you route for the Boston Bruins, Toronto Maple Leafs, Montreal
Canadiens, or Los Angeles Kings; we have a book for you. While not every title we publish becomes a
New York Times bestseller or a national bestseller, we are committed to publishing books on
subjects that are sometimes overlooked by other publishers and to authors whose work might not
otherwise find a home.
  afc title games history: Pigskin Rapture Mac Engel, 2016-08-26 In a magical four-day period in
autumn 2015, both of Texas’s NFL teams played at home on different days, a major high school
rivalry was set for Friday night in West Texas, and a fierce regional rivalry came to the Cotton Bowl
on Saturday afternoon. This book captures not just the action on the field, but perhaps more
importantly, the pageantry off the field as well: cheerleaders, tailgate parties, booster club rallies,
homecoming coronations, skybox parties, the bar scene, and more.



  afc title games history: Tales from the New England Patriots Sideline Mike Felger,
2017-10-03 This revealing look at the New England Patriots captures the stories of passion, power,
and struggles of one of the most remarkable franchises in sports. True Pats fans know that while
today the team’s owner, coach, players, and stadium all rank among the best in the country, the
early years weren’t so rosy. For decades the Patriots were a team known for having comically inept
management and ownership, as well as the worst stadium in the NFL. It was only with the arrival of
Coach Bill Belichick and quarterback Tom Brady in 2000 that the Pats became a powerhouse. In
Tales from the New England Patriots Sideline, former players share the hilarious and shocking tales
of the team’s early tumultuous years. Readers will walk through the tragedies and triumphs of
Patriots history. As any true fan knows, to understand how far your team has come, you've got to
know where they've been. Without a doubt, Tales from the New England Patriots Sideline is a
must-read for any Patriots fan or Boston sports fanatic.
  afc title games history: GuysGirl's Football Fanaticism Guide Blythe Brumleve, 2013-12-03
Football is more than just rules. It's an entire culture. And when 45% of the NFL fan base is female,
the number only continues to grow. Read about the infamous players, how a typical NFL game is
played out, tailgating, rules and unwritten rules, culture, getting gameday ready, and the rise of the
female fan. We're introducing a first of its kind for football guides -a complete up-to-date digital
resource. From the day you get your hands on this book, key URL's are placed within the pages that
are constantly updated. History-making moments, Superbowl rings, a new way to craft a gameday
outfit or updates on the female fan base, if they're updated in real life, they'll be updated on the
digital pages of GuysGirl.com to ensure that staying up to date on the game isn't a hassle. So stop
sitting on the sidelines! Learn about why fans are so passionate about the nation's most popular
sport.
  afc title games history: Game of My Life Denver Broncos Jim Saccomano, 2012-08-01 Founded
in 1960, the Denver Broncos took thirteen years to achieve their first winning season; but since then,
this indomitable team has catapulted to excellence. In this newly revised edition of Game of My Life
Denver Broncos, fans of past and present will relive the greatest moments of Mile High football
through the eyes of the players themselves. Floyd Little shares the pride and joy of scoring a
touchdown in his last game as a Bronco, and John Elway describes the glory of leading the Broncos
to their first Super Bowl victory in 1998. From those infamous striped socks to back-to-back Super
Bowl Championships, Game of My Life Denver Broncos has it all—a must-have for any Broncos fan.
  afc title games history: Tough as Steel Pittsburgh Tribune-Review, 2006 Similar to other
Sports Publishing instant books that celebrate the achievements and championship seasons of
American sports teams, Tough As Steel, Pittsburgh Steelers: 2006 Super Bowl Champions is certain
to be a cherished keepsake for fans of the National Football League's best team.Follows in the
tradition of recent titles like Chicago White Sox: 2005 World Series Champions with the Chicago
Sun-Times. The book is packed with color photos of the team and its many Pro Bowl players and fan
favorites in action, along with columns, stories, stats, and profiles first found in the pages of the
Pittsburgh Tribune-Review.Tough As Steel, Pittsburgh Steelers: 2006 Super Bowl Champions is
certain to help fans remember a truly unbelievable season for years to come.
  afc title games history: The Blueprint Christopher Price, 2013-11-05 Moneyball for the New
England Patriots, award-winning sportswriter Christopher Price goes into the inner workings of the
legendary football franchise in The Blueprint For years, the New England Patriots were a certifiable
joke of a franchise. They were run on the cheap and were once the very example of how not to
manage a team. They hired inept coaches--one of whom (Clive Rush) was nearly electrocuted when
he grabbed a microphone at his introductory press conference. In 1968 their scouting director, Ed
McKeever, suggested they draft a wide receiver . . . before someone in the organization realized the
player had been dead for six months. They plucked ex-players out of the stands minutes before
kickoff--Bob Gladieux was enjoying a beer at the game when he heard his name called over the P.A.
(The Patriots had cut a player earlier that morning and found themselves short. Gladieux, who would
go on to spend four years in the league as a running back, made the tackle on the opening kickoff.)



And they played in a run-down stadium that was one of the worst venues in professional sports.
There were brief moments of success, but on each occasion, front-office infighting would invariably
cause the franchise to slide back down to the basement again. But in the first four months of 2000,
everything changed. The hiring of head coach Bill Belichick and Vice President of Player Personnel
Scott Pioli and the drafting of quarterback Tom Brady turned the fortunes of the franchise around.
And their nontraditional approach to acquiring personnel--remembering that it's not about collecting
talent, it's about assembling a team--quickly led to three Super Bowl titles in four seasons. It's a feat
that, in the salary cap era, with free agency, planned parity and balanced scheduling, is in many
ways even more impressive than anything achieved by the past dynasties of Green Bay, Pittsburgh,
Dallas, and San Francisco. Along the way, Christopher Price has had a front-row seat for football
history, chronicling the rise to power of the NFL's unlikeliest superpower. Price takes the reader
inside the franchise to give him a dynamic portrait of a mighty organization at the height of its
power. Readers are immersed in the locker room during the strange and tumultuous days of 2001
and 2003, when major personnel moves involving a pair of the most popular players in franchise
history--Drew Bledsoe and Lawyer Milloy--threatened to rock their championship foundation to the
core. Readers get an up-close look at the team that dominated the league on the way to a
record-setting winning streak in 2004. And Price analyzes what went wrong when they fell short in
2005 and 2006, and how they plan to return to Super Bowl form. The Blueprint explores how the
Patriots went from the dregs to a dynasty, becoming the gold standard for professional sports
franchises everywhere. It will prompt sports fans (and those who study organizations) to
acknowledge what many football insiders have believed for a long time: when it comes to building a
successful system, the Patriots have the Blueprint.
  afc title games history: A Statistical History of Pro Football Rupert Patrick, 2021-03-05
Drawing on the author's 30-year study of football statistics, this book presents new methods for
analyzing the game in different ways. An examination of known distances for missed field goals
offers an accurate method for evaluating placekickers. Reassessments of punters and running backs
are included, along with an overhaul of the NFL's passer rating system. Topics previously
unexplored through statistics are covered, such as momentum, defining What is a dynasty? and
What is a Cinderella team?
  afc title games history: The First 50 Super Bowls Ed Benkin, 2018-01-02 The Super Bowl
redefined American sports. Over the past half century, the NFL's championship game has grown
from humble beginnings to the biggest sporting event of the calendar year--an event that creates
legendary stories, from Len Dawson's conversation with the president to Jim O'Brien's game-winning
kick and Randy White's post-game duet with Willie Nelson. Covering 50 Super Bowls, from 1966
through 2016, this book gives an insider's view of each game, with recollections from the people who
participated, many told for the first time.
  afc title games history: The NFL in the 1970s Joe Zagorski, 2016-07-19 The 1970 merger
between the American Football League and the National Football League laid the foundation for a
stronger brand of gridiron competition, providing a new level of excitement for fans. This book
examines each year of the NFL's pivotal decade in detail, covering the great names, great rivalries
and great games, as well as the key changes in both strategy and rules. Along the way, the author
explains how pro football developed into a near-religious American tradition.
  afc title games history: The Cleveland Browns All-Time All-Stars Roger Gordon, 2022-09-01
Let’s say you’re the coach of the Cleveland Browns, deciding which players should start in a Super
Bowl matchup against the toughest team in the NFC. But instead of choosing from the current
roster, you have every player in the team’s 75-year history in your locker room. Who starts at
quarterback: Hall-of-Famer Otto Graham, steady Brian Sipe, deadly accurate Bernie Kosar, or
dynamic Baker Mayfield? At kicker, do you play Hall of Famer Lou Groza or 14-year-veteran Phil
Dawson? Which players get the start at wide receiver? Dante Lavelli, Paul Warfield, Braylon
Edwards, Ray Renfro, or Jarvis Landry? Combining career stats, common sense, and a host of
intangibles, veteran sportswriter Roger Gordon imagines an embarrassment of riches and sets the



all-time All-Star Browns lineup for the ages.
  afc title games history: American Sports [4 volumes] Murry R. Nelson, 2013-05-23 America
loves sports. This book examines and details the proof of this fascination seen throughout American
society—in our literature, film, and music; our clothing and food; and the iconography of the nation.
This momentous four-volume work examines and details the cultural aspects of sport and how sport
pervasively reflects—and affects—myriad aspects of American society from the early 1900s to the
present day. Written in a straightforward, readable manner, the entries cover both historical and
contemporary aspects of sport and American culture. Unlike purely historical encyclopedias on
sports, the contributions within these volumes cover related subject matter such as poetry, novels,
music, films, plays, television shows, art and artists, mythologies, artifacts, and people. While this
encyclopedia set is ideal for general readers who need information on the diverse aspects of sport in
American culture for research purposes or are merely reading for enjoyment, the detailed nature of
the entries will also prove useful as an initial source for scholars of sport and American culture.
Each entry provides a number of both print and online resources for further investigation of the
topic.
  afc title games history: The World Almanac and Book of Facts 2018 Sarah Janssen, 2017-12-05
The 150th Anniversary special edition of the best-selling reference book of all time! The ebook
format allows curious readers to keep millions of searchable facts at their fingertips. The World
Almanac® and Book of Facts is America's top-selling reference book of all time, with more than 82
million copies sold. Since 1868, this compendium of information has been the authoritative source
for all your entertainment, reference, and learning needs. The 150th anniversary edition celebrates
its illustrious history while keeping an eye on the future. Praised as a treasure trove of political,
economic, scientific and educational statistics and information by The Wall Street Journal, The World
Almanac and Book of Facts will answer all of your trivia needs—from history and sports to
geography, pop culture, and much more. Features include: 150 Years of The World Almanac: A
special feature celebrating The World Almanac's historic run includes highlights from its
distinguished past and some old-fashioned facts, illustrating how its defining mission has changed
with the times. Historical Anniversaries: The World Almanac's recurring feature expands to
incorporate milestone events and cultural touchstones dating to the book's founding year, from the
impeachment of President Andrew Johnson to the publication of Little Women. World Almanac
Editors' Picks: Greatest Single-Season Performances: In light of Russell Westbrook's unprecedented
42 regular-season triple-doubles, The World Almanac takes a look back at athletes' best
single-season runs. Statistical Spotlight: A popular new feature highlights statistics relevant to the
biggest stories of the year. These data visualizations provide important context and new
perspectives to give readers a fresh angle on important issues. The Obama Presidency: A year after
Barack Obama’s second term came to a close, The World Almanac reviews the accomplishments,
missteps, and legacy of the 44th president. The World at a Glance: This annual feature of The World
Almanac provides a quick look at the surprising stats and curious facts that define the changing
world. Other New Highlights: A biography of the 45th president and profile of the Trump
administration; 2016 election results; and statistics on crime, health care, overdose deaths,
shootings, terrorism, and much more. The Year in Review: The World Almanac takes a look back at
2017 while providing all the information you'll need in 2018. 2017—Top 10 News Topics: The editors
of The World Almanac list the top stories that held the world's attention in 2017. 2017—Year in
Sports: Hundreds of pages of trivia and statistics that are essential for any sports fan, featuring a
preview of the 2018 Winter Olympic Games, complete coverage of the 2017 World Series, new tables
of NBA, NHL, and NCAA statistics, and much more. 2017—Year in Pictures: Striking full-color
images from around the world in 2017. 2017—Offbeat News Stories: The World Almanac editors
found some of the quirkiest news stories of the year, from the king who secretly worked as an airline
pilot for decades to the state that's auctioning off its governor's mansion. World Almanac Editors'
Picks: Time Capsule: The World Almanac lists the items that most came to symbolize the year 2017,
from news and sports to pop culture.



  afc title games history: If These Walls Could Talk: New England Patriots Jeff Howe, Scott
Zolak, 2018-10-02 The New England Patriots are one of the most successful teams in the NFL, with
five Super Bowl championships and a perpetual playoff presence. Author Scott Zolak, as a
broadcaster and former player for the Patriots, has gotten to witness more than his fair share of that
history up close and personal. Through singular anecdotes only Zolak can tell, as well as
conversations with current and past players, this book provides fans with a one-of-a-kind, insider's
look into the great moments, the lowlights, and everything in between. Pats fans will not want to
miss this book.
  afc title games history: The Great Book of San Francisco Bay Area Sports Lists Damon
Bruce, 2010-09 The Bay Area is home to multiple popular franchises in all four major sports - the
49ers and Raiders (NFL), Giants and A's (MLB), Kings and Warriors (NBA), and Sharks (NHL). With
such diversity in rooting interest, area fans have much to debate all year long, and prominent Bay
Area sports-radio host Damon Bruce is just the man to get the debate going with this entertaining
book of original sports and entertainment lists. Bruce also enlists the help of such notable local stars
to contribute their own lists, including Orlando Cepeda, Brent Jones, Gary Radnich, Drew Remeda,
Bob Weir of The Grateful Dead, and more.
  afc title games history: Pittsburgh Steelers Jim Wexell, 2006 Did you know that one former
star for the Pittsburgh Steelers went on to lower the driving age to 16 as a member of his state's
legislature? Or that one former Steeler now leads the St. Patrick's Day Parade every year in
Chicago? Or that another owned a casino in Reno? And that's just the players from the dark ages of
the Steelers' organization.Where have guys like Ted Marchibroda, Roy Jefferson, Frenchy Fuqua,
Jack Lambert, and Dermontti Dawson gone? What about Levon Kirkland, Kevin Greene, Carnell
Lake, Bubby Brister, Bruce Van Dyke, and Frank Lewis? The answers are inside. Men of Steel
profiles a Who's Who list of Steeler greats, catching up with the former players while taking each for
a nostalgic walk down memory lane. Through interviews with the players themselves-including Joe
Greene, Dick Hoak, Rod Woodson, Donnie Shell, and Tunch Ilkin-fans can relive the past as well as
catch up to the present.From Elbie Nickel and the second-most famous play in team history to the
group from the 1960s that legendary writer Myron Cope once blasted for abstaining from alcohol,
Men of Steel chronicles 60 years of Steelers history dating back to the 1940s. Most Steeler fans will
enjoy recalling each player's athletic accomplishments, but this book also delivers the rest of the
story-both on and off the field. For fans of Pittsburgh football, it gets no better than Men of Steel.
  afc title games history: Super Bowl's Most WantedTM , Pro football's championship game gets
the Most Wanted* treatment in this book of fascinating trivia covering four decades of Super Bowl
history that relive the action of the games and highlights the successes, failures, and experiences of
the teams. 10 photos.
  afc title games history: The 50 Greatest Players in Pittsburgh Steelers History Robert W.
Cohen, 2019-08-26 The 50 Greatest Players in Pittsburgh Steelers History examines the careers of
the 50 men who made the greatest impact on one of the NFL's most iconic and successful franchises.
The author ranks, from 1 to 50, the top 50 players in team history. Quotes from opposing players and
former teammates are provided along the way, as are summaries of each player's greatest season,
most memorable performances, and most notable achievements.
  afc title games history: Tales from the Pittsburgh Steelers Sideline Dale Grdnic, 2013-09-03
One of the oldest teams in the NFL, the Pittsburgh Steelers have carved one of the most exciting
legacies in professional football. Founded as the Pittsburgh Pirates by Art Rooney in 1933 with
winnings from a single day at the racetrack, the Steelers spent the next 40 years as the NFL’s
“Lovable Losers.” All that changed in the early ’70s, as savvy draft choices and a smashmouth style
of play transformed the Steelers into the most dominant team of the decade. In Tales from the
Pittsburgh Steelers Sideline, veteran journalist Dale Grdnic captures the essence of the Steelers
teams across the decades. Grdnic highlights many of the squad’s most memorable moments,
including Franco Harris’s Immaculate Reception and their eight Super Bowl appearances. He covers
the team’s greatest rivalries, including the epic battles with the Oakland Raiders and Dallas



Cowboys. And he profiles the memorable players who’ve worn the Black and Gold over the decades,
including Byron White, Johnny “Blood” McNally, Terry Bradshaw, Lynn Swann, Mean Joe Greene,
Jack Lambert, Jerome Bettis, and “Big Ben” Roethlisberger. The latest addition to the Tales series,
this is a must-have book for any member of Steelers Nation.
  afc title games history: Legends: The Best Players, Games, and Teams in Football
Howard Bryant, 2015-09-08 From Lombardi's Packers through Brady and the Patriots, here is the
ultimate look at the greatest sporting event in America -- the Super Bowl -- through its greatest
quarterbacks, coaches, and highlight-reel plays. In the second book of the LEGENDS series, ESPN's
Howard Bryant delivers THE gridiron guide to most exciting event in sports: the Super Bowl! In this
day and age, the gridiron reigns supreme. Football is America's most popular sport and the NFL's
star players are instant celebrities with die-hard fans who live and die with each win or loss. And our
collective obsession with the game begins when we're just kids and culminates each year on what
has become the equivalent of a national holiday—Super Bowl Sunday. Recounting momentous
stories of football's past and present, and accompanied by iconic photos, Top Ten Lists to chew on
and debate, and a Top 40-style Timeline of Key Moments, this comprehensive collection details
twenty of the greatest Super Bowls in NFL history—and expands on their relevance within the larger
scope of dynasties, giants of the coaching world, and marquee players making history. From the
upsets to the blowouts to the nail-biting finishes, this is the perfect book for young fans eager to kick
off their football schooling. “With the LEGENDS series, Howard Bryant brings to life the best that
sports has to offer—the heroes, the bitter rivalries, the moments that every sports-loving kid should
know.”—Mike Lupica, #1 bestselling author of Travel Team, Heat, and Fantasy League
  afc title games history: Legends of the Jungle Mark Powell, 2017-03-24 Boomer Esiason still
holds the Cincinnati Bengals record for most passing yards in a game and is tied for the most
300-yard passing games. Jim Breech is the teams all-time leading scorer in points and remains a
beloved figure more than twenty years after his retirement. Cris Collinsworth led the team in
receptions and receiving yards several times in the 1980sand topped the team in receiving
touchdowns three times. But these great players and many others arent in the Bengals Hall of Fame,
and its for a simple reason: It does not exist. That needs to change, according to die-hard fan Mark
Powell. By creating its own Hall of Fame or Ring of Honor, the team would be paying tribute to its
great players and personalities. But it would need to determine who is eligible and who should be
honored first. Get a detailed look at one of the NFLs most interesting franchises, discover its rich
history, and decide for yourself who deserves to be among the Legends of the Jungle.
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