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Introduction:

The 17th Special Tactics Squadron (STS) represents a critical component of the United
States Air Force's special operations capabilities. This elite unit, part of the broader Air
Force Special Operations Command (AFSOC), consistently pushes the boundaries of
airpower integration, directly influencing the development and demand for cutting-edge
technologies within the defense industry. Understanding the 17th STS's operational needs
and future trajectory is crucial for companies seeking to supply equipment and services to
the special operations community. This article delves into the squadron's unique role, its
impact on the defense industry, and the future implications for technological
advancements.

H1: The Unique Capabilities of the 17th Special Tactics Squadron

The 17th STS, based at Pope Army Airfield, North Carolina, isn't just another special
operations unit. It’s a highly specialized force combining the skills of combat controllers,
pararescuemen, tactical air control parties (TACPs), and special reconnaissance
personnel. This unique blend of expertise allows the 17th STS to conduct a wide range of
missions, including:

Advanced Airfield Seizure: The squadron's ability to rapidly secure and operate from
austere airfields in hostile environments is a game-changer. This requires sophisticated
communication systems, lightweight airfield construction materials, and advanced air
traffic control technologies – all areas where the defense industry plays a vital role.

Precision Air Support Coordination: The 17th STS's TACPs are masters at coordinating
close air support, ensuring the precise delivery of ordnance while minimizing collateral
damage. This necessitates continued investment in advanced targeting systems,
communication networks, and resilient data links.



Personnel Recovery: The pararescuemen within the 17th STS are renowned for their
ability to rescue downed pilots and other personnel in challenging and dangerous
situations. This requires cutting-edge medical technology, advanced survival equipment,
and highly reliable communication systems.

Special Reconnaissance: The 17th STS's special reconnaissance capabilities allow them to
gather vital intelligence in denied areas, often operating behind enemy lines. This fuels a
need for compact, highly capable surveillance and reconnaissance equipment, including
unmanned aerial systems (UAS) and advanced sensor technologies.

H2: Industry Implications of the 17th STS's Operational Demands

The operational demands of the 17th Special Tactics Squadron directly translate into
opportunities and challenges for the defense industry. The squadron's reliance on cutting-
edge technology creates a significant market for:

Lightweight and Durable Equipment: The need for mobility and survivability in
challenging environments dictates a demand for equipment that is both lightweight and
incredibly durable. This fuels innovation in materials science and manufacturing
processes.

Advanced Communication Systems: Secure and reliable communication is paramount for
the 17th STS. This drives the development of highly advanced, encrypted communication
systems that can operate in challenging environments, including highly congested
electromagnetic spectrums.

Miniaturized and Enhanced Sensor Technologies: The demand for smaller, lighter, and
more capable sensor systems for surveillance and reconnaissance is a key driver of
innovation in the sensor industry.

Autonomous Systems: The increasing use of unmanned aerial systems (UAS) and other
autonomous systems by the 17th STS fuels the development of robust, reliable, and
adaptable platforms.

H3: Future Trends and Technological Advancements Influenced by the 17th Special
Tactics Squadron

The 17th STS's future operational requirements will continue to shape technological
advancements within the defense industry. We can expect to see increased focus on:

Artificial Intelligence (AI) and Machine Learning (ML): AI and ML will play an increasingly
important role in enhancing situational awareness, improving targeting accuracy, and
automating certain tasks.

Cybersecurity: Protecting sensitive data and communications from cyber threats is
paramount. This necessitates ongoing investment in robust cybersecurity measures.

Human-Machine Teaming: Integrating human operators with advanced autonomous
systems will be crucial for maximizing effectiveness and minimizing risk.



Enhanced Medical Technologies: Advances in medical technology will continue to improve
the survival rates of injured personnel.

H4: The 17th Special Tactics Squadron and the Future of Special Operations

The 17th Special Tactics Squadron serves as a prime example of the future of special
operations. Its ability to seamlessly integrate airpower, ground forces, and advanced
technology is a critical force multiplier in modern warfare. The squadron's operational
needs will continue to drive innovation within the defense industry, shaping the
development of cutting-edge technologies that will define future conflicts. The industry
must continue to invest in research and development to meet the ever-evolving demands
of this elite unit.

Conclusion:

The 17th Special Tactics Squadron’s unique capabilities and operational demands have
significant implications for the defense industry. Understanding its needs is crucial for
companies seeking to contribute to the success of this elite force. As technology advances,
the 17th STS will continue to push the boundaries of what's possible, driving innovation
and shaping the future of warfare. Continued collaboration between the 17th STS and the
defense industry will be essential for maintaining a technological edge in the years to
come.

FAQs:

What is the primary mission of the 17th Special Tactics Squadron? The 17th STS1.
conducts a wide range of special operations missions, including airfield seizure,
precision air support, personnel recovery, and special reconnaissance.

What types of technology does the 17th STS utilize? The squadron utilizes advanced1.
communication systems, sensor technologies, autonomous systems, and various
other cutting-edge technologies.

How does the 17th STS impact the defense industry? The squadron's operational1.
demands drive innovation and development in various sectors, including
communications, sensor technology, and materials science.

What are some future trends impacting the 17th STS? Future trends include AI, ML,1.
enhanced cybersecurity, and human-machine teaming.



What makes the 17th STS unique compared to other special operations units? The1.
17th STS's unique blend of combat controllers, pararescuemen, TACPs, and special
reconnaissance personnel sets it apart.

Where is the 17th Special Tactics Squadron based? The 17th STS is based at Pope1.
Army Airfield, North Carolina.

What are the recruitment requirements for the 17th STS? Recruitment requirements1.
are extremely rigorous and involve extensive training and selection processes.

How does the 17th STS train? The squadron conducts extensive training exercises1.
that simulate real-world operational scenarios.

What is the role of the 17th STS in joint operations? The 17th STS plays a crucial role1.
in joint operations, providing specialized skills and expertise in coordinating and
executing complex missions.

Related Articles:

"The History of the 17th Special Tactics Squadron": A detailed account of the1.
squadron's history, evolution, and key missions.

"Technological Advancements Supporting the 17th STS": An in-depth analysis of the1.
technologies used by the squadron and their impact on military operations.

"The Role of Airpower Integration in 17th STS Missions": Examines the critical role1.
of airpower in the success of 17th STS operations.



"Personnel Recovery Operations of the 17th Special Tactics Squadron": Focuses on1.
the pararescue element and their crucial life-saving role.

"The Future of Special Operations and the 17th STS": A forward-looking analysis of1.
the squadron's future and the technological advancements it will utilize.

"Case Studies: 17th STS Missions and their Successes": Detailed examination of1.
specific missions showcasing the squadron's capabilities.

"The Training and Selection Process for 17th STS Personnel": A look at the rigorous1.
training and selection processes undertaken by future members.

"The Economic Impact of the 17th Special Tactics Squadron": Analyses the economic1.
impact on local communities and the defense industry.

"Comparative Analysis: 17th STS vs. Other Special Tactics Squadrons": A1.
comparative study of the 17th STS with other similar units in the Air Force.

  17th special tactics squadron: U.S. Air Force Special Tactics Combat Control School
Heritage Foundation, 2022-11-08 The CCT - The Eye of the Storm-series chronicles the exploits of
Air Force Special Warfare, Combat Control Teams (CCT). It is told in the form of short stories; many
etched by a cocktail of blood, sweat and tears. The Combat Control story began in the de facto
Volume I with the appearance of the first CCTs; i.e., command and control teams cobbled together
by the WWII U.S. Army Air Force (USAAF) for Operation Varsity. The CCT story continued in Volume
II, detailing the 21st Century fight in the Global War on Terrorism (GWOT). Included are two
humanitarian missions; operations of epic proportion in Haiti and Japan. In this third volume
subtitled - Medal of Honor (MOH) - the CCT story is expanded, incorporating the two previously
self-published volumes and adding hundreds of new stories from around the globe. But, with a
concentration on operations in southwest Asia; including Afghanistan; now America’s longest war.
This volume is an all-inclusive compilation presented as a single, premium publication. The diversity
of feature stories, subjects and styles present a well-rounded, unbiased look at the CCT’s view at
“the eye of the storm.” Each published PA reporter and volunteer contributor has a by-line in the
book. Thanks to all for their remarkable journalistic work. The book is expected to engage a
wider-ranging audience of American and allied military elements, families, historians and



enthusiasts. More importantly, Medal of Honor celebrates the first-ever award of the Air Force
Medal of Honor to a Combat Control patriot and hero. On April 20, 2018 after more than fifteen
years technical review and Air Staff deliberation the Medal of Honor for TSgt John Chapman was
approved by President Donald Trump. The MOH award ceremonies and associated events are
covered in detail near the end of this book. In preparing CCT - The Eye of the Storm - Medal of
Honor, the goal was to collect stories from hundreds of sources, written by an even larger band of
vetted professionals selected to observe, record and report truths about military units in action. In
my mind the U.S. Government Public Affairs Offices were the perfect choice. For that reason, you
will find hundreds of PA-generated stories used herein. Through our collective efforts we have
published a fair and accurate chronical of USAF Combat Control Team’s stories; exploiting the
public domain and declassified accounts. This is a documentary of Air Force Combat Control Teams
operating at The Eye of the Storm. Subtitled Medal of Honor; it is the most in-depth CCT history
ever published.
  17th special tactics squadron: United States Special Operations Forces Posture
Statement U.S. Special Operations Command, 2003
  17th special tactics squadron: Cct-The Eye of the Storm Gene Adcock, 2012-10-31 Almost as
soon as the second hijacked 767 struck the south tower of the world trade center, Air Force Combat
Controllers began to report to their bases and pack their gear. Spread around the world in special
tactics squadrons, these airmen would provide the lightly armed U.S. Army Special Forces teams
with a number of capabilities that would turn them into world-class killing machines. John D.
Gresham Author, Air Force Combat Controllers at War Afghanistan 2001 These single Americans
had the power to conjure lightning bolts out of the sky......... ....what happened in Afghanistan is one
of the most extraordinary stories in military history. Mark Bowden Author, Blackhawk Down
Somalia, 1999 Individually, they are specially selected, specially trained, and, in support of special
operations, almost daily bring American airpower to bear on our nations enemies. Indeed, they are
very remarkable warriors, and this book will help many understand why so many of us hold our
Combat Controllers in such incredibly high regard. Dr. James G. Roche Secretary of the United
States Air Force 2001 - 2005 if you asked what tool of the trade would be the very last they would
leave behind, you might be surprised at the answer. You would likely hear that it is not a tool that
makes one nervous when it isnt there, but rather a capability that is not organic to a troop of Delta
Operators or Navy SEALs Just because you are the best of the best does not mean you are the best
at everything. Any Delta operator can vouch for the capabilities of the air force combat controllers,
and very rarely goes on a hit without the men who wear the scarlet berets. Dalton Fury Delta Force
Commander, Tora Bora, December 2001 Author, Kill Bin Laden - 2008
  17th special tactics squadron: Apollo's Warriors Michael E. Haas, 1998-05 Presenting a
fascinating insider's view of U.S.A.F. special operations, this volume brings to life the critical
contributions these forces have made to the exercise of air & space power. Focusing in particular on
the period between the Korean War & the Indochina wars of 1950-1979, the accounts of numerous
missions are profusely illustrated with photos & maps. Includes a discussion of AF operations in
Europe during WWII, as well as profiles of Air Commandos who performed above & beyond the call
of duty. Reflects on the need for financial & political support for restoration of the forces.
Bibliography. Extensive photos & maps. Charts & tables.
  17th special tactics squadron: No Room for Error John T. Carney, Benjamin F. Schemmer,
2002 Part memoir and part history. No Room For Error is all action and adventure as it describes
the creation and harrowing missions performed by the US Air Forces Special Tactics Units as told by
its first commanding officer.
  17th special tactics squadron: Airman , 2001
  17th special tactics squadron: United States Special Operations Forces 1996 Posture
Statement H. Allen Holmes, Henry H. Shelton, 1998-05
  17th special tactics squadron: The Praetorian STARShip : the untold story of the
Combat Talon , 2001 Jerry Thigpen's study on the history of the Combat Talon is the first effort to



tell the story of this wonderfully capable machine. This weapons system has performed virtually
every imaginable tactical event in the spectrum of conflict and by any measure is the most versatile
C-130 derivative ever produced. First modified and sent to Southeast Asia (SEA) in 1966 to replace
theater unconventional warfare (UW) assets that were limited in both lift capability and speed the
Talon I quickly adapted to theater UW tasking including infiltration and resupply and psychological
warfare operations into North Vietnam. After spending four years in SEA and maturing into a highly
respected UW weapons system the Joint Chief of Staff (JCS) chose the Combat Talon to lead the
night low-level raid on the North Vietnamese prison camp at Son Tay. Despite the outcome of the
operation the Talon I cemented its reputation as the weapons system of choice for long-range
clandestine operations. In the period following the Vietnam War United States Air Force (USAF)
special operations gradually lost its political and financial support which was graphically
demonstrated in the failed Desert One mission into Iran. Thanks to congressional supporters like
Earl Hutto of Florida and Dan Daniel of Virginia funds for aircraft upgrades and military
construction projects materialized to meet the ever-increasing threat to our nation. Under the
leadership of such committed hard-driven officers as Brenci Uttaro Ferkes Meller and Thigpen the
crew force became the most disciplined in our Air Force. It was capable of penetrating hostile
airspace at night in a low-level mountainous environment covertly to execute any number of
unconventional warfare missions.
  17th special tactics squadron: Development and Employment of Fixed-wing Gunships,
1962-1972 Jack S. Ballard, 1982
  17th special tactics squadron: The Bastard Child Sean P. Hoggs, 2013-11 The Bastard Child
is the long awaited autobiography by author Sean P. Hoggs. His gripping true-life story takes the
reader from his abusive and turbulent childhood, through his struggles as a homeless teenager (in
the violent inner city streets of Central New Jersey), to his incredible rise onto the national and
international stage as an humanitarian and mentor. Each chapter is a remarkable, yet humble,
testament to resiliency and perseverance. Regardless of age, race, socioeconomic background, start
or station in life, his tragedy to triumph story is one for the ages. The Bastard Child is an uplifting
American success story that goes far beyond your stereotypical rags to riches story shared today. If
you ever hungered for an inspirational life story to help you overcome personal hardship or a
challenge in life, this book is simply a must read. The Bastard Child...To say that this book will
change many lives is an understatement. I am forever changed since reading it. A book like this
comes along once in a generation! -Dione Lauray-Davis (Community Activist) The Bastard
Child...Once I picked the book up, I could not put it down. This autobiography is a must read, it's
inspiring me to continue my education. I highly recommend this book for anyone who's having any
kind of doubts about achieving their goals in life. -Terrence Bellamy (Youth Advocate and Retired
Law Enforcement Officer) The Bastard Child...Is a must read autobiography for any adult or at risk
youth that is struggling with his or her direction in life. Powerful...! -Vernice Jackson (Mother,
Washington D.C.)
  17th special tactics squadron: Combat Squadrons of the Air Force; World War II. United
States. USAF Historical Division, 1969 This collection of squadron histories has been prepared by
the USAF Historical Division to complement the Division's book, Air Force Combat Units of World
War II. The 1,226 units covered by this volume are the combat (tactical) squadrons that were active
between 7 December 1941 and 2 September 1945. Each squadron is traced from its beginning
through 5 March 1963, the fiftieth anniversary of the organization of the 1st Aero (later
Bombardment) Squadron, the first Army unit to be equipped with aircraft for tactical operations. For
each squadron there is a statement of the official lineage and data on the unit's assignments,
stations, aircraft and missiles, operations, service streamers, campaign participation, decorations,
and emblem.
  17th special tactics squadron: Angels from the Sea Charles Richard Smith, 1995 How did a
scrawny black kid—the son of a barber and a domestic who grew up in Harlem and
Trenton—become the 106th mayor of New York City? It’s a remarkable journey. David Norman



Dinkins was born in 1927, joined the Marine Corps in the waning days of World War II, went to
Howard University on the G.I. Bill, graduated cum laude with a degree in mathematics in 1950, and
married Joyce Burrows, whose father, Daniel Burrows, had been a state assemblyman well-versed in
the workings of New York’s political machine. It was his father-in-law who suggested the young
mathematician might make an even better politician once he also got his law degree. The political
career of David Dinkins is set against the backdrop of the rising influence of a broader demographic
in New York politics, including far greater segments of the city’s “gorgeous mosaic.” After a brief
stint as a New York assemblyman, Dinkins was nominated as a deputy mayor by Abe Beame in 1973,
but ultimately declined because he had not filed his income tax returns on time. Down but not out,
he pursued his dedication to public service, first by serving as city clerk. In 1986, Dinkins was
elected Manhattan borough president, and in 1989, he defeated Ed Koch and Rudy Giuliani to
become mayor of New York City, the largest American city to elect an African American mayor. As
the newly-elected mayor of a city in which crime had risen precipitously in the years prior to his
taking office, Dinkins vowed to attack the problems and not the victims. Despite facing a budget
deficit, he hired thousands of police officers, more than any other mayoral administration in the
twentieth century, and launched the “Safe Streets, Safe City” program, which fundamentally
changed how police fought crime. For the first time in decades, crime rates began to fall—a trend
that continues to this day. Among his other major successes, Mayor Dinkins brokered a deal that
kept the US Open Tennis Championships in New York—bringing hundreds of millions of dollars to
the city annually—and launched the revitalization of Times Square after decades of decay, all the
while deflecting criticism and some outright racism with a seemingly unflappable demeanor.
Criticized by some for his handling of the Crown Heights riots in 1991, Dinkins describes in these
pages a very different version of events. A Mayor’s Life is a revealing look at a devoted public
servant and a New Yorker in love with his city, who led that city during tumultuous times.
  17th special tactics squadron: Air Force Commando Madonna Yancey, 2000-12 A special
acknowledgment goes to Madonna Yancey for writing the manuscript for the front of this
publication--P.4.
  17th special tactics squadron: Asia Pacific Defense Forum ,
  17th special tactics squadron: Resource Utilization and Development Shri Kamal Sharma,
1992 The relationship between resources and development is the pivot around which the present
study revolves. Focussing on the process of resource creation and utilization it emphasizes the need
of equitable development integrating local needs, resources, people and functions. The resource
exploitation and their utilization are two independent economic activities influenced by different
algorithms and usually have manifested in core-periphery relationship. Reviews the persistent
problems of economic development in perspective of exploitation of natural resources with the
objective to provide some clues for occurrence and persistence of regional disparities and for
suggesting a development model synchronising both the resource management and environmental
protection.
  17th special tactics squadron: Air Force Combat Units of World War II Maurer Maurer,
1961
  17th special tactics squadron: Turning Point 9.11 Betty R. Kennedy, 2012
  17th special tactics squadron: Special Warfare , 1989
  17th special tactics squadron: Development and employment of fixed-wing gunships
1962-1972 ,
  17th special tactics squadron: The United States Air Force in Southeast Asia,
1961-1973 Carl Berger, 1977
  17th special tactics squadron: Marianas Islands Military Training , 1999
  17th special tactics squadron: Military Review , 2018
  17th special tactics squadron: Boots on the Ground Dick Camp, 2012 Immediately following
9/11, the United States needed to strike back . . . but against whom? In the eyes of the intelligence
community, the aerial attack on the World Trade Center and Washington, D.C., bore all the signs of



an al-Qaeda operation. This was soon verified by al-Qaeda itself, as Osama bin Laden claimed credit.
America quickly targeted al-Qaeda and the Taliban regime in Afghanistan that was providing them
sanctuary. Central Command, responsible for the Middle East, including Afghanistan, outlined three
options: strike back with cruise missiles, strike back with cruise missiles and manned bombers, or
complement aerial attacks with American ground forces: �boots on the ground.� President George
W. Bush wanted direct action, so American ground forces, supported by American airpower and
cruise missiles, became the order of the day. Initially, the boots were worn by CIA covert operatives
and U.S. Army Special Forces teams, the famed Green Berets. Bush authorized the CIA an additional
$1 billion to drive al-Qaeda and the Taliban from power. On 17 September 2001, Bush authorized
the CIA to engage al-Qaeda and other terrorist organizations anywhere in the world and assassinate
individuals designated as terrorists. It was the broadest and most lethal authority in the agency�s
history. The CIA deployed teams across Afghanistan to work with the Northern Alliance and U.S.
Army Special Forces. The results were immediate and positive. The Northern Alliance had the
Taliban and al-Qaeda on the run with a remarkable combination of �horse soldiers� and high-tech
U.S. airpower called in by American special operations forces. Late in November, U.S. Marine Corps
Task Force 58 seized an airstrip southwest of the Taliban stronghold of Kandahar in the longest
amphibious raid in history, 450 miles from the sea. In early December, Kandahar fell to forces loyal
to Hamid Karzai, who would later become president of Afghanistan. It was the last remaining
Taliban stronghold in the country. Al-Qaeda and Taliban leadership fled. Acclaimed military historian
Dick Camp details this remarkable campaign for Afghanistan. He also provides a comprehensive
history of the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan and the Red Army�s unsuccessful occupation of the
country, which led to the rise of the Afghani mujahideen and anti-Soviet foreign fighters under
al-Qaeda, as well as the subsequent rise of the Taliban.
  17th special tactics squadron: US Special Operations Forces Fred J. Pushies, From the
streets of Mogadishu to the caves around Kandahar, the military might of the United States in the
twenty-first century often sits in the hands of a select group of elite fighters from all branches of the
armed forces. If a rapid but low-intensity response is needed to help diffuse a potentially explosive or
sensitive situation, the highly trained units of the Special Operations Forces are called in to take on
the mission. Doing battle from the air, on land, and in the sea, these men must demonstrate the
highest levels of strength, endurance, and intelligence to combat any enemy under every imaginable
circumstance. They are called upon to undertake such varied tasks as airfield seizures, ambushes,
guerrilla warfare, hostage rescue, intelligence reconnaissance, psychological warfare, or
counterterrorism - often against an elusive or scattered foe. For each unit, author Fred Pushies
offers inside information to explain every aspect of the work and history of these experts in
unconventional warfare. Each chapter covers a specific unit, with sections on history, structure and
hierarchy, training, weapons and equipment, and missions and tactics. More than 200 photos
accompany this in-depth and essential guide to America's elite fighting forces.
  17th special tactics squadron: Visual Friendlies, Tally Target: How Close Air Support in
the War on Terror Changed the Way America Made War Ethan Brown, 2024-11-30 “Brown has
taken an incredibly complex subject and made it accessible and readable, all while retaining the
gravity of history and the sheer intensity of these battlefields. Airpower became a fundamental
warfighting tool in the Global War on Terror, and its success depended on the community of JTACs
whose experiences populate this important work. They are the unsung heroes of the post-9/11 wars
America needs to meet.” — David L. Goldfein, General (Ret.), USAF, 21st Chief of Staff With a new
century and a new enemy came a new kind of war: low intensity and civilian-dominated, blending
austere rural and dense urban environments alike. Into this new kind of war, the American military
launched two invasions against terrorist networks and military rivals, relying on airpower—close air
support (CAS)—at a scale never before seen in combat. The Global War on Terror was the “CAS
war.” Forward Air Controllers were on the front lines from the very first moments of the war,
directing airstrikes against enemies in their safe havens, safeguarding friendly forces and civilians
alike to their utmost, and achieving unprecedented success with limited resources. This volume



captures the heroic accounts of the first Tactical Air Control Party (TACPs) in Afghanistan and Iraq,
and how Close Air Support fundamentally reshaped the American war machine in the first five years
of the War on Terror.
  17th special tactics squadron: U.s. Special Forces Samuel A. Southworth, 2009-03-25
President George W. Bush has told all Americans that the war against terrorism would be like no
other war. But what does this mean? Who will fight? How will they fight? What weapons will be
used? Most informed commentators agree that the war against terrorism will be fought largely by
special forces—that is, by a relatively new community within the American military known as Special
Operations Forces, or SOF's. This new branch of the armed forces was created in the mid–1980s and
is organized under its own unified command, called U.S. Special Operations Command (SOCOM).
Consisting of special units from the other branches of the armed forces, such as Green Berets,
Rangers, SEALs, and Delta Force, this new fighting command is recognized internationally as the
most well-trained and well-equipped special operations force in the world. Their missions are
varied—including combat terrorism, search and rescue, reconnaissance, humanitarian assistance,
peacekeeping duty, and conventional and unconventional warfare.Despite special forces'
international reputation for excellence, Americans know little about this remarkable fighting force.
U.S. Special Forces provides a handy and comprehensive compendium, including descriptions of the
units and their operational specialties, training, and organization, as well as the equipment and
technological gadgetry, weapons, armor, planes, helicopters, and support vehicles used by each unit.
  17th special tactics squadron: Air Force Address Directory United States. Department of
the Air Force, 1993
  17th special tactics squadron: Special Operations Forces Reference Manual Joint Special
Operations, 2019-11-28 Special Operations ForcesReference Manual Fourth Edition
  17th special tactics squadron: Shadow Warriors Mir Bahmanyar, 2011-09-20 No American
military unit can claim as colorful and volatile a history as the Rangers, who have led the way in
America's wars for well over 300 years. This book traces the Rangers from the time of Robert Rogers
during the French-Indian War of the 18th century to the most recent combat operations in Iraq. With
a focus on today's Army Rangers, who combine the rugged individualism of American frontiersmen
with the finely honed ability to operate as a close-knit team, wreaking havoc behind enemy lines, this
fascinating volume incorporates many first-hand accounts of dramatic Ranger actions by the
combatants themselves.
  17th special tactics squadron: Dictionary of the Modern United States Military S.F.
Tomajczyk, 2008-02-11 Warspeak, the language of the military, can be for many civilians and for
members of differing services an unintelligible hodgepodge of acronyms, slang terms and field
operation expressions. Few laypersons may know that the Five F's is a derogatory expression,
though Army, Navy, Marine, Air Force, Coast Guard and others know or can infer that chairborn
commandos are administrative and support personnel. The more than 15,000 entries in this
comprehensive dictionary provide an inside look at the United States military. Weapons systems,
governmental agencies, electronic warfare, medical terms, military infrastructure, communications,
satellites and intelligence systems are among the topics covered in-depth. Also detailed are the
acronyms and slang terms used by the soldiers in the field. The work provides numerous cross
references for ease of use, along with a bibliography of over 2,200 sources.
  17th special tactics squadron: US Special Operations Forces in Action Thomas K. Adams,
1998-06-01 Armies in the 1990s are commonly involved in low-level, ill-defined, politically charged,
messy situations known collectively as unconventional warfare. Thomas Adams argues for a shift in
expectations with a greater willingness to accept lengthy commitments and incremental progress.
  17th special tactics squadron: Special Air Warfare and the Secret War in Laos Air University
Press, Joseph D Celeski, 2019-07-02 The story of special air warfare and the Air Commandos who
served for the ambassadors in Laos from 1964 to 1975 is captured through extensive research and
veteran interviews. The author has meticulously put together a comprehensive overview of the
involvement of USAF Air Commandos who served in Laos as trainers, advisors, and clandestine



combat forces to prevent the communist takeover of the Royal Lao Government. This book includes
pictures of those operations, unveils what had been a US government secret war, and adds a
substantial contribution to understanding the wider war in Southeast Asia.
  17th special tactics squadron: Enduring the Freedom Sean M. Maloney, 2014-05-14 Within
hours of the September 11 attacks, Sean M. Maloney deciphered that Osama bin Laden and al
Qaeda were the aggressors behind the despicable act. A war in Afghanistan then was inevitable. As a
military historian, Maloney was determined to go there to study and record the events for posterity,
if for no other reason than the education of his future students at Canada's Royal Military College.
What resulted is an in-depth and up-close look at the planning stages, deployment, and aftermath of
Operation Enduring Freedom in Afghanistan. In Enduring the Freedom, Maloney presents a rare
on-the-spot view from such important locations as Kabul, Bagram, and Kandahar. He describes the
American-led intervention in Afghanistan and the conduct of the war through early 2003, then
discusses the events of 2003 from the three locales in detail. Some critics contend that the war in
Afghanistan is another Vietnam. Maloney rebuts that appraisal, pointing out that as opposed to the
vague language of the Vietnam era, American objectives were clearly stated for Afghanistan. Those
objectives were: to destroy al Qaeda's networks, training camps, resources, and communication
systems; to destroy any governmental entity providing support or sanctuary to al Qaeda; and to
undertake reconstruction efforts to ensure international terrorists can never again use the country
as a base. The first objective has more or less been achieved. How to accomplish the last two is still
widely debated, and Maloney offers some insightful thoughts and opinions. Finally, he offers
educated advice going forward in the hopeful completion of Operation Enduring Freedom.
  17th special tactics squadron: Airpower against an Army: Challenge and Response in
CENTAF's Duel with the Republican Guard William F. Andrews, For nearly two decades the
United States Air Force (USAF) oriented the bulk of its thinking, acquisition, planning, and training
on the threat of a Soviet blitzkrieg across the inter German border. The Air Force fielded a powerful
conventional arm well rehearsed in the tactics required to operate over a central European
battlefield. Then, in a matter of days, the 1990 invasion of Kuwait altered key assumptions that had
been developed over the previous decade and a half. The USAF faced a different foe employing a
different military doctrine in an unexpected environment. Instead of disrupting a fast paced land
offensive, the combat wings of the United States Central Command Air Forces (CENTAF) were
ordered to attack a large, well fortified, and dispersed Iraqi ground force. The heart of that ground
force was the Republican Guard Forces Command (RGFC). CENTAF's mission dictated the need to
develop an unfamiliar repertoire of tactics and procedures to meet theater objectives. How
effectively did CENTAF adjust air operations against the Republican Guard to the changing realities
of combat? Answering that question is central to this study, and the answer resides in evaluation of
the innovations developed by CENTAF to improve its operational and tactical performance against
the Republican Guard. Effectiveness and timeliness are the primary criteria used for evaluating
innovations.
  17th special tactics squadron: America’s Elite Chris McNab, 2013-03-20 The definitive
illustrated history of American Special Forces, including their training, tactics, weapons and famous
missions. America's Elites takes the reader through some of the most dramatic special forces
operations in US history, from sniping British commanders during the Revolutionary War to Riverine
incursions in the Mekong Delta in Vietnam, and from demolition missions on D-Day to the SEAL
assault on Osama bin Laden's compound in 2011. Training and selection procedures are explained in
detail, and the book also describes some of the technologies that have separated regular soldiers
from their Special Forces counterparts. Illustrated throughout with striking photography and
artworks, America's Elites forms the most comprehensive and visually impressive single-volume
guide to US Special Forces available.
  17th special tactics squadron: Air Force Magazine , 2003
  17th special tactics squadron: Joint Force Quarterly , 2009
  17th special tactics squadron: Air Force and Space Digest , 1995



  17th special tactics squadron: Hunter Killer T. Mark McCurley, 2017-01-01 We are too close.
We know too much, and when it is time to shoot, we can zoom in until the target fills the screen.
Drones, or remotely piloted aircraft (RPA), are a mysterious and headline-making tool in the
military's counterterrorism arsenal. Hunter Killer puts readers into this secretive world: hunting
terrorists from the sky, deploying cutting-edge technology to neutralize threats to national security;
but also, sitting in Los Angeles traffic surrounded by civilians on the commute home, the mind still
fixed on blown-up images of a target's charred remains in the dust. From starting out as one of the
first volunteers, to becoming the commander of a squadron and writing the training manual for the
entire Predator program, Air Force pilot and former intelligence operator Lt. Col. T. Mark McCurley
has helped cement the status of drones as one of the military's deadliest weapons, with the lowest
accident rate in the Air Force. Hunter Killer is a gripping and extraordinary first-hand account of
Predator drones and the war on terror - equal parts techno-thriller, historical account and war
memoir.
  17th special tactics squadron: Combat Search and Rescue in Desert Storm Darrel D.
Whitcomb, 2006 Budgetary, political, and organizational changes left the USAF unprepared for the
combat search and rescue (CSAR) mission going into Desert Storm. Colonel Whitcomb relates his
and others2 experiences from CSAR in Southeast Asia and examines the organization that was
established to provide CSAR services in the Iraq-Kuwait theater of operations. He traces each
incident from beginning to end along with the tactical and sometimes strategic implications. Scores
of interviews, e-mails, and published works provide a compendium of lessons learned and
recommendations gleaned from those who flew the missions and made the decisions in Iraq.
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