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Abstract: This article explores the linguistic landscape of Zimbabwe, focusing on the 16 languages
officially recognized, examining the complexities arising from this rich multilingualism. We will delve
into the challenges posed by such diversity, including disparities in education and access to
information, and highlight the opportunities presented by leveraging this linguistic richness for

economic growth, cultural preservation, and national unity.

Introduction: The Linguistic Mosaic of Zimbabwe

Zimbabwe boasts a vibrant and complex linguistic tapestry. While English serves as the official
language, 16 indigenous languages are also officially recognized, reflecting the country's diverse ethnic
and cultural heritage. This linguistic diversity, encompassing languages like Shona (with its dialects like
Zezuru and Karanga), Ndebele, Chewa, Tonga, and others, presents both significant challenges and
remarkable opportunities. Understanding this multifaceted linguistic landscape is crucial for fostering
inclusive development and preserving Zimbabwe's rich cultural heritage. The 16 languages spoken in

Zimbabwe are a testament to the country's history and its people's resilience.



Challenges of Linguistic Diversity in Zimbabwe:

The presence of 16 languages spoken in Zimbabwe presents several significant challenges:

1. Education: Providing quality education in all 16 languages is a considerable logistical and
financial undertaking. A lack of standardized teaching materials and trained teachers in all
languages can lead to unequal educational opportunities for children whose mother tongues are
not widely taught. This can perpetuate inequality and hinder social mobility. Many children are
initially taught in their mother tongue, but transition to English for secondary education,

sometimes leading to a loss of fluency in their native language.

1. Access to Information: Ensuring access to vital information, such as healthcare advice,
government services, and news, in all 16 languages spoken in Zimbabwe is essential for
inclusive governance. A lack of translation and interpretation services can marginalize speakers

of less dominant languages, hindering their participation in society.

1. National Unity and Identity: While linguistic diversity can enrich a nation's culture, it can also
present challenges to national unity and identity. The dominance of certain languages over
others can create social divisions and reinforce existing inequalities. Finding a balance between

promoting linguistic diversity and fostering a sense of national unity is a key challenge.

1. Language Standardization and Development: Many of the 16 languages spoken in Zimbabwe

lack fully developed writing systems or standardized grammatical structures. This makes it



difficult to create consistent educational materials and other resources. The ongoing

development and standardization of these languages is crucial for their survival and broader use.

1. Economic Development: The lack of multilingualism in key sectors, such as business and
technology, can limit economic opportunities for speakers of less dominant languages.
Investment in language technologies and training programs can bridge this gap and unlock the

economic potential of linguistic diversity.

Opportunities Presented by Linguistic Diversity:

Despite the challenges, the 16 languages spoken in Zimbabwe also present significant opportunities:

1. Cultural Preservation: The diverse languages represent a rich tapestry of cultural traditions,
knowledge systems, and oral histories. Protecting and promoting these languages is essential for
preserving Zimbabwe's cultural heritage for future generations. Documenting and archiving these

languages is a vital task.

1. Economic Growth: Multilingualism is a valuable asset in the globalized world. Zimbabwe can
leverage its linguistic diversity to attract foreign investment and develop tourism by offering
services in multiple languages. The creative industries (film, music, literature) can also thrive on

this linguistic richness.



1. Enhanced Communication and Inclusivity: A concerted effort to promote multilingualism in all
sectors of society can lead to more effective communication and greater inclusivity. This would

empower individuals and communities and promote social cohesion.

1. Fostering National Identity: Recognizing and celebrating the 16 languages spoken in Zimbabwe
can create a strong sense of national identity that embraces diversity. This can be achieved

through language policies that promote language learning and use in all spheres of life.

1. Technological Advancement: Development of language technologies, such as machine
translation and speech recognition systems for all 16 languages, can unlock significant

opportunities for education, communication and economic development.

Government Policies and Initiatives:

The government of Zimbabwe has a crucial role to play in addressing the challenges and leveraging
the opportunities presented by the 16 languages spoken in Zimbabwe. This includes developing
comprehensive language policies that promote language learning, standardization, and use in
education, government services, and the media. Investing in teacher training, language resources, and

language technology is also critical.

Conclusion:

The 16 languages spoken in Zimbabwe present a complex and multifaceted reality. Addressing the
challenges requires a concerted effort from the government, educational institutions, and civil society to

promote language learning, resource development, and inclusive policies. However, the opportunities



are equally significant. By embracing and celebrating its linguistic diversity, Zimbabwe can foster
national unity, preserve its rich cultural heritage, and unlock its economic potential. The 16 languages
spoken in Zimbabwe are not just a linguistic reality; they are a vital part of the country's identity and

future.

FAQs:

1. What is the official language of Zimbabwe? English is the official language of Zimbabwe,

although 16 indigenous languages are also officially recognized.

1. Which are the most widely spoken languages in Zimbabwe? Shona and Ndebele are the most

widely spoken languages in Zimbabwe.

1. What are the challenges in promoting the 16 languages spoken in Zimbabwe? Challenges
include a lack of resources, standardized materials, and trained teachers; unequal access to

information; and potential for social divisions.

1. How can the government support the 16 languages spoken in Zimbabwe? Through investment in

education, language development, technology, and inclusive policies.



1. What is the role of technology in promoting linguistic diversity in Zimbabwe? Technology can

provide translation services, create educational resources, and support language learning.

1. How can the 16 languages spoken in Zimbabwe contribute to economic growth? Through

multilingual services in tourism, business, and other sectors.

1. What is the importance of preserving the 16 languages spoken in Zimbabwe? Preserving these

languages safeguards cultural heritage, knowledge systems, and oral traditions.

1. Are there any initiatives to standardize the less widely spoken languages in Zimbabwe? There

are ongoing efforts, but significant resources and time are needed.

1. How can the 16 languages spoken in Zimbabwe foster national unity? By celebrating linguistic

diversity and promoting inclusivity, fostering a sense of shared national identity.
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16 languages spoken in zimbabwe: The Palgrave Handbook of Language and Crisis

Communication in Sub-Saharan Africa Ernest Jakaza,

16 languages spoken in zimbabwe: Language Matters in Contemporary Zimbabwe Collen
Sabao, Esther Mavengano, 2024-06-17 Speaking to a broader global preoccupation with the state of
languages and language development, this book considers issues surrounding the diverse languages,
linguistic communities, and cultures of Zimbabwe. Reflecting on Shona, Xitsonga, Sotho, Xhosa,
Tjwao, Nambya, IsiNdebele, Nyanja, Tshivenda, English and Braille, the book uncovers both the
internal and external factors that impact language structures, language use and language ideologies
across the country. The book considers how colonial legacies and contemporary language
domination and minoritisation have led to language endangerment. It considers the fate of
communities whose languages are marginalised and, in the process, poses questions on what can
and should be done to preserve Zimbabwean languages. The authors' offerings range across subjects
as diverse as music, linguistic innovation, education, human rights, literature, language politics and
language policy, in order to build a rich and nuanced picture of language matters in the country.
Coming at a critical moment of increasing mobility, migration, cultural plurality and globalisation,
this book will be an important resource for researchers across African literature, linguistics,
communication, policy and politics.

16 languages spoken in zimbabwe: Language, Vernacular Discourse and Nationalisms Finex
Ndhlovu, 2018-03-15 This book examines the linguistic and discursive elements of social and
economic policies and national political leader statements to read new meanings into debates on
border protection, national sovereignty, immigration, economic indigenisation, land reform and
black economic empowerment. It adds a fresh angle to the debate on nationalisms and
transnationalism by pushing forward a more applied agenda to establish a clear and
empirically-based illustration of the contradictions in current policy frameworks around the world
and the debates they invite. The author’s novel vernacular discourse approach contributes new
points of method and interpretation that will advance scholarly conversations on nationalisms,
transnationalism and other forms of identity imaginings in a transient world.

16 languages spoken in zimbabwe: Languages, Identities and Intercultural
Communication in South Africa and Beyond Russell H Kaschula, 2021-08-23 African countries
and South Africa in particular, being multilingual and multicultural societies, make for exciting
sociolinguistic and applied language analysis in order to tease out the complex relationship between
language and identity. This book applies sociolinguistic theory, as well as critical language
awareness and translanguaging with its many facets, to various communicative scenarios, both on
the continent and in South Africa, in an accessible and practical way. Africa lends itself to such
sociolinguistic analysis concerning language, identity and intercultural communication. This book
reflects consciously on the North-South debate and the need for us to create our own ways of
interpretation emanating from the South and speaking back to the North, and on issues that pertain
to the South, including southern Africa. Aspects such as language and power, language planning,
policy and implementation, culture, prejudice, social interaction, translanguaging, intercultural
communication, education, gender and autoethnography are covered. This is a valuable resource for
students studying African sociolinguistics, language and identity, and applied language studies.
Anyone interested in the relationship between language and society on the African continent would
also find the book easily accessible.

16 languages spoken in zimbabwe: Multilingualism in Southern Africa Wellman
Kondowe, Chimwemwe M.M. Kamanga, Precious Madula, 2024-07-31 This collection showcases



perspectives from established and emerging scholars on the contemporary landscape of
multilingualism in Southern Africa. The book explores the broader impact of colonialism and
neocolonialism on language policies and practices, drawing on case studies from such countries as
Malawi, South Africa, Tanzania, Zimbabwe and Zambia. The volume is organised thematically
around four different sections, looking at issues around linguistic diversity across different sectors
including contemporary debates on African languages, language education, youth languages and
language documentation. Taken together, the collection seeks to offer readers with a more nuanced
understanding of fundamental issues in the development of multilingualism across different
countries in Southern Africa today and encourage future research on multilingualism in Africa more
broadly. The volume will be of interest to students and scholars in multilingualism, sociolinguistics,
language policies, language education and African studies.

16 languages spoken in zimbabwe: Introduction to Zimbabwe Gilad James, PhD, Zimbabwe
is a landlocked country in southern Africa, bordered by South Africa to the south, Botswana to the
west, Zambia to the north, and Mozambique to the east. The country has a population of
approximately 14.4 million people, with the majority living in rural areas. Zimbabwe gained its
independence from British colonial rule in 1980 and has been governed by the Zimbabwe African
National Union - Patriotic Front (ZANU-PF) since then. Zimbabwe's economy has faced many
challenges in recent years, including hyperinflation, a shortage of foreign currency, and political
instability. Agriculture is the largest sector of the economy, with the majority of the population
engaged in subsistence farming. The country is also rich in minerals such as gold, platinum, and
diamonds. Despite its economic struggles, Zimbabwe remains a popular tourist destination, known
for its wildlife, natural beauty, and historical landmarks such as Great Zimbabwe, a 15th-century
stone city that is now a UNESCO World Heritage site.

16 languages spoken in zimbabwe: Handbook of Research on Theoretical Perspectives
on Indigenous Knowledge Systems in Developing Countries Ngulube, Patrick, 2016-09-12
There has been a growth in the use, acceptance, and popularity of indigenous knowledge. High rates
of poverty and a widening economic divide is threatening the accessibility to western scientific
knowledge in the developing world where many indigenous people live. Consequently, indigenous
knowledge has become a potential source for sustainable development in the developing world. The
Handbook of Research on Theoretical Perspectives on Indigenous Knowledge Systems in Developing
Countries presents interdisciplinary research on knowledge management, sharing, and transfer
among indigenous communities. Providing a unique perspective on alternative knowledge systems,
this publication is a critical resource for sociologists, anthropologists, researchers, and
graduate-level students in a variety of fields.

16 languages spoken in zimbabwe: The Social and Political History of Southern Africa's
Languages Tomasz Kamusella, Finex Ndhlovu, 2017-11-21 This book is the first to offer an
interdisciplinary and comprehensive reference work on the often-marginalised languages of
southern Africa. The authors analyse a range of different concepts and questions, including language
and sociality, social and political history, multilingual government, and educational policies. In doing
so, they present significant original research, ensuring that the work will remain a key reference
point for the subject. This ambitious and wide-ranging edited collection will appeal to students and
scholars of southern African languages, sociolinguistics, history and politics.

16 languages spoken in zimbabwe: Handbook of Research on Teaching in Multicultural and
Multilingual Contexts Charamba, Erasmos, 2022-06-24 Several factors have resulted in increased
intra- and inter-state migration. This has led to an increase in the enrollment of students with
diverse linguistics backgrounds, placing more academic demands on educators. Linguistic diversity
presents both opportunities and challenges for educators across the educational spectrum.
Language ideologies profoundly shape and constrain the use of language as a resource for learning
in multilingual or linguistically diverse classrooms. While English has become the world language,
most communities remain, and are becoming more and more multicultural, multilingual, and diverse.
The Handbook of Research on Teaching in Multicultural and Multilingual Contexts moves beyond



the constraints of current language ideologies and enables the use of a wide range of resources from
local semiotic repertoires. It examines the phenomenon of language use, language teaching,
multiculturalism, and multilingualism in different learning areas, giving practitioners a voice to
spotlight their efforts in order to keep their teaching afloat in culturally and linguistically diverse
situations. Covering topics such as Indigenous languages, multilingual deaf communities, and
intercultural competence, this major reference work is an essential resource for educators of both
K-12 and higher education, pre-service teachers, educational psychologists, linguists, education
administrators and policymakers, government officials, researchers, and academicians.

16 languages spoken in zimbabwe: The Heart of Africa Simon Stewart, Karen Sliwa, Ana
Mocumbi, Albertino Damasceno, Mpiko Ntsekhe, 2016-05-06 While many high-income countries
observe a relative decline in the population impact of heart disease and deal with the problem of an
older patient population who readily survive earlier non-fatal encounters with the condition, Africa
contends with a typically younger population with frequently advanced and often fatal heart disease.
While high-income countries exclusively deal with non-communicable forms of heart disease, Africa
contends with both communicable and non-communicable forms of heart disease. Designed to
provide anyone with an interest in heart disease in Africa with an immediate sense of how the area is
progressing from a clinical to research perspective in responding to this evolving epidemic Presents
salient research uncovering the evolving burden of communicable and non-communicable forms of
heart disease, Includes content on maternal heart disease, infant and childhood heart disease, risk
and prevention, heart failure and other common forms of heart disease in rural and urban
communities in Africa.

16 languages spoken in zimbabwe: Membering the Rhodesian Linguistic Agenda in
Zimbabwe [saac Mhute, 2023-07-28 Membering the Rhodesian Linguistic Agenda in Zimbabwe
reports on a study carried out in Zimbabwe to ascertain the degree and effect of honouring the
colonial linguistic agenda. The book employs an interpretivist philosophy and qualitative research
approach that relies on participatory observations, interviewing purposively sampled informants and
focus group discussions involving snowball sampled graduates. It was inspired by the Critical
Language Policy Theory that considers language choice a critical determinant factor in how
communities are administered politically, economically, socioculturally and educationally. It
establishes that whereas linguistic imperialism meant to serve as the lifeblood of the Southern
Rhodesian colonial machine, the former coloniser ensured coloniality in Zimbabwe by presenting the
English language as a sacred media in political, economic, sociocultural and educational settings
forever. The study establishes that the only way Zimbabwe and other such post-colonies could find
redemption is by eradicating the sacredness of former colonisers’ languages by adding value to all
their languages and the indigenous knowledge systems associated with them. It also demonstrates
that the bigger the delay, the more is irretrievably lost together with custodians of the languages.
This book will be informative for undergraduates, postgraduates and researchers in linguistics,
communication, sociology, anthropology and history. It may also serve well as a resource to
government researchers, politicians and other policymakers.

16 languages spoken in zimbabwe: Indigenous Studies: Breakthroughs in Research and
Practice Management Association, Information Resources, 2019-10-11 Global interest in indigenous
studies has been rapidly growing as researchers realize the importance of understanding the impact
indigenous communities can have on the economy, development, education, and more. As the use,
acceptance, and popularity of indigenous knowledge increases, it is crucial to explore how this
community-based knowledge provides deeper insights, understanding, and influence on such things
as decision making and problem solving. Indigenous Studies: Breakthroughs in Research and
Practice examines the politics, culture, language, history, socio-economic development,
methodologies, and contemporary experiences of indigenous peoples from around the world, as well
as how contemporary issues impact these indigenous communities on a local, national, and global
scale. Highlighting a range of topics such as local narratives, intergenerational cultural transfer, and
ethnicity and identity, this publication is an ideal reference source for sociologists, policymakers,



anthropologists, instructors, researchers, academicians, and graduate-level students in a variety of
fields.

16 languages spoken in zimbabwe: New Frontiers in Forensic Linguistics Monwabisi K.
Ralarala, 2019-07-22 The field of forensic linguistics is a niche area that has not enjoyed much
participation from the African continent. The theme of language and the law in this book is one that
straddles two important aspects of the legal history of South Africa in particular, and how it has
impacted on the country's legal and education systems. The declaration, by the United Nations, of
2019 as 'The International Year of Indigenous Languages' isopportune, not only for the launch of this
book, but for what its research content tells us of the strides taken in ensuring access to justice for
all citizens of the world in a language they understand. The contributions by authors in this book tell
the story of many African citizens, and those hailing from beyond our borders, who straddle the
challenges of linguistic and legal pluralism in courtrooms across their respective countries. It is our
hope that the contributions made in this book will assist in ensuring human rights become a reality
for global citizens where indigenous voices have not been heard; and that these citizens will be free
to give their testimonies in a language of their choice, and that theymay be heard and understood.

16 languages spoken in zimbabwe: Language Planning in Africa Nkonko Kamwangamalu,
Richard Baldauf Jr., Robert Kaplan, 2016-04-08 This volume focuses on language planning in the
Cameroon, Sudan and Zimbabwe, explaining the linguistic diversity, historical and political contexts,
current language situation (including language-in-education planning), the role of the media, the
role of religion and the roles of non-indigenous languages. The authors are indigenous to the
situations described, and draw on their experience and extensive fieldwork there. The extended case
studies contained in this volume draw together the literature on each of the polities to present an
overview of the existing research available, while also providing new research-based information.
The purpose of this volume is to provide an up-to-date overview of the language situation in each
polity based on a series of key questions, in the hope that this might facilitate the development of a
richer theory to guide language policy and planning in other polities where similar issues may arise.
This book comprises case studies originally published in the journal Current Issues in Language
Planning.

16 languages spoken in zimbabwe: Languages of the World Asya Pereltsvaig, 2017-08-24
Assuming no prior knowledge of linguistics, this textbook introduces readers to the rich diversity of
human languages, familiarizing students with the variety and typology of languages around the
world. An essential resource for undergraduate courses on language typology, historical linguistics
and general linguistics.

16 languages spoken in zimbabwe: Education and Development in Zimbabwe Edward Shizha,
Michael T. Kariwo, 2012-01-01 The book represents a contribution to policy formulation and design
in an increasingly knowledge economy in Zimbabwe. It challenges scholars to think about the role of
education, its funding and the egalitarian approach to widening access to education. The nexus
between education, democracy and policy change is a complex one. The book provides an
illuminating account of the constantly evolving notions of national identity, language and citizenship
from the Zimbabwean experience. The book discusses educational successes and challenges by
examining the ideological effects of social, political and economic considerations on Zimbabwe’s
colonial and postcolonial education. Currently, literature on current educational challenges in
Zimbabwe is lacking and there is very little published material on these ideological effects on
educational development in Zimbabwe. This book is likely to be one of the first on the impact of
social, political and economic meltdown on education. The book is targeted at local and international
academics and scholars of history of education and comparative education, scholars of international
education and development, undergraduate and graduate students, and professors who are
interested in educational development in Africa, particularly Zimbabwe. Notwithstanding, the book
is a valuable resource to policy makers, educational administrators and researchers and the wider
community. Shizha and Kariwo’s book is an important and illuminating addition on the effects of
social, political and economic trajectories on education and development in Zimbabwe. It critically



analyses the crucial specifics of the Zimbabwean situation by providing an in depth discourse on
education at this historical juncture. The book offers new insights that may be useful for an
understanding of not only the Zimbabwean case, but also education in other African countries.
Rosemary Gordon, Senior Lecturer in Educational Foundations, University of Zimbabwe Ranging in
temporal scope from the colonial era and its elitist legacy through the golden era of populist,
universal elementary education to the disarray of contemporary socioeconomic crisis; covering
elementary through higher education and touching thematically on everything from the pernicious
effects of social adjustment programmes through the local deprofessionalization of teaching, this
text provides a comprehensive, wide ranging and yet carefully detailed account of education in
Zimbabwe. This engagingly written portrayal will prove illuminating not only to readers interested in
Zimbabwe’s education specifically but more widely to all who are interested in how the sociopolitical
shapes education- how ideology, policy, international pressures, economic factors and shifts in
values collectively forge the historical and contemporary character of a country’s education. Handel
Kashope Wright, Professor of Education, University of British Columbia

16 languages spoken in zimbabwe: Regime and Education in Zimbabwe Bekithemba Dube,
Albert Mufanechiya, 2024-06-10 This collection focuses on the post-independence educational
development in Zimbabwe. It shows how the ZANU PF regime has presided over the demise of
education, and covers a wide range of topics such as violence against teachers, poor salaries,
student activism, minority languages, and curriculum innovations. This volume argues that the
regime has used education as a tool for repression. Curriculum innovations introduced and
implemented in Zimbabwe have little to do with improving the performance of the learners, and
more to do with stopping teachers from pushing the regime change agenda. Consequently, this has
resulted in a nation in crisis, marked with high turnover, poor economy, and mass exodus of
teachers and learners. The contributors to this volume make various suggestions which could
recenter education towards addressing the experiences of the learners, as opposed to being used as
a tool to push repression and thwart democracy.

16 languages spoken in zimbabwe: The Encyclopedia of Language and Linguistics: Tor-Z ,
2006

16 languages spoken in zimbabwe: Teaching and Administering in African Languages D. E.
Mutasa, Emily Etieno Ogutu, 2008

16 languages spoken in zimbabwe: Public Health Communication Challenges to Minority and
Indigenous Communities Aiseng, Kealeboga, Fadipe, Israel A., 2024-04-30 Language has emerged as
both a powerful bridge and a formidable barrier in the realm of public health communication. The
ongoing COVID-19 pandemic has highlighted a significant challenge faced by minority and
indigenous communities, particularly in regions of Sub-Saharan Africa. It's a challenge deeply rooted
in the historical use of colonial languages—English, French, and Spanish—to disseminate critical
health information. For many, this has translated into a linguistic exclusion, depriving them of
access to essential resources and a voice in matters of national interest. This issue transcends mere
communication; it touches upon the fundamental rights of individuals to participate in their own
healthcare decisions and influences their sense of belonging and citizenship. Public Health
Communication Challenges to Minority and Indigenous Communities proposes a solution with a
transformative potential. This groundbreaking edited volume invites scholars from diverse fields to
contribute their research, shedding light on the linguistic dimensions of public health
communication during the COVID-19 era. By investigating the impact of language on various aspects
of society, from medical information to education, this book seeks to synthesize the wealth of
sociolinguistic research into an accessible framework. It's an invitation to explore the role of
language in shaping our perceptions of citizenship, belonging, and empowerment.

16 languages spoken in zimbabwe: Southern African Linguistics and Applied Language
Studies , 2008

16 languages spoken in zimbabwe: Re-thinking Postcolonial Education in Sub-Saharan
Africa in the 21st Century Edward Shizha, Ngoni Makuvaza, 2017-04-17 What have postcolonial



Sub-Saharan African countries achieved in their education policies and programmes? How far have
they contributed to successful attainment of the targeted 2015 Millennium Development Goals
(MDGs) on education? What were the constraints and barriers for developing an education system
that appeals to the needs of the sub-region? Re-thinking Postcolonial Education in Sub-Saharan
Africa in the 21st Century: Post-Millennium Development Goals is an attempt to demonstrate that
Sub-Saharan Africa has the potential and capability to provide solutions to challenges facing its
desire and ability to provide sustainable education to its people. To that end, the contributors are
academics with an African vision attempting to come up with African home-grown perspectives to fill
the gap created by the lapse of the MDGs as the guiding vision and framework for educational
provision in Africa and beyond. The book seeks to articulate and address African issues from an
informed as well as objective African perspective. The book is also intended to provide insights to
scholars who are interested in studying and understanding the nature of postcolonial education in
the Sub-Saharan African region. Given the objectives and themes of this book, it is intended for
academic scholars, undergraduate and graduate students, human rights scholars, curriculum
developers, college and university academics, teachers, education policy makers, international
organisations, and local and international non-governmental organisations that are interested in
African education policies and programmes. “Rethinking Postcolonial Education in Sub-Saharan
Africa in the 21st Century provides contemporary reflections from multiple perspectives and
re-positions the issue of education at the forefront of the debates on African development.” - Lamine
Diallo, Associate Professor, Wilfrid Laurier University, Canada “The book is a welcome addition to
discourses and analyses on education in sub-Saharan Africa with reference to a postcolonial critique
and the Millennium Development Goals framework on education in Africa.” - Michael Tonderai
Kariwo, PhD, Instructor and Research Fellow, University of Alberta, Canada

16 languages spoken in zimbabwe: Localising Leadership Authors, Christopher Higgins,
2020-12-20 ‘Localising Leadership’ provides an invaluable reference point for senior executives or
those striving towards a successful cross-border career, to understand how cultural differences
impact upon leadership styles and practices. Each semester, we publish a report on our quantitative
survey-based global study, alongside our review of extant in-country leadership literature, preferably
written by local scholars and professionals in their native language. Moreover, we attempt to
empirically validate these findings by conducting expert interviews with native specialists. This new
issue of our ongoing leadership series presents country-specific analyses of culturally endorsed
leadership practices and styles in the following countries: Bangladesh, Brunei, France, Germany,
Liechtenstein, Macau, Malta, Norway, Papua New Guinea, Peru, Qatar, Saint Martin, Saudi Arabia,
Slovakia, Sri Lanka, Trinidad and Tobago, Turkey, United Kingdom and Zimbabwe.This publication
contains contributions from around 100 researchers from sixteen countries who participated in the
Cross-Cultural Business Skills elective offered by the Part-time Academy of the Faculty of Business
and Economics at the Amsterdam University of Applied Sciences (HvA).

16 languages spoken in zimbabwe: General Knowledge Genius! DK, 2019-04-04 The
brilliant quiz book for clever kids - answer the questions correctly on your favourite subjects to test
if you're a general knowledge genius. Children won't be able to resist the General Knowledge Genius
brain-busting challenge. For every topic, pages are packed with eye-popping pictures - but do you
know what they show? To help you, Test Yourself panels list what you're looking for. With three
levels of difficulty, the challenge gets harder as you work your way from Starter, to Challenger, and
finally the truly tricky Genius category. If you need it, there's a fun fact with every picture to give a
helpful clue. With more than 60 topics, from across the encyclopedia, there's something for
everyone. Can you name the most famous rivers worldwide? Do you know your cranium from your
clavicle, or do you need to bone up on the parts of the human skeleton? Are you a demon on
dinosaurs, and able to spot the difference between an archaeopteryx and an allosaurus? Perhaps
you're a brain box and can do all of this standing on your head? You can! Then what are you waiting
for? Open the pages of General Knowledge Genius to find out what you know, and challenge yourself
to learn even more!



16 languages spoken in zimbabwe: Rethinking Khoe and San Indigeneity, Language and
Culture in Southern Africa Julie Grant, Keyan G. Tomaselli, 2022-09-19 The San (hunter- gatherers)
and Khoe (herders) of southern Africa were dispossessed of their land before, during and after the
European colonial period, which started in 1652. They were often enslaved and forbidden from
practicing their culture and speaking their languages. In South Africa, under apartheid, after 1948,
they were reclassified as “Coloured” which further undermined Khoe and San culture, forcing them
to reconfigure and realign their identities and loyalties. Southern Africa is no longer under colonial
or apartheid rule; the San and Khoe, however, continue in the struggle to maintain the remnants of
their languages and cultures, and are marginalised by the dominant peoples of the region. The San
in particular, continue to command very extensive research attention from a variety of disciplines,
from anthropology and linguistics to genetics. They are, however, usually studied as static historical
objects but they are not merely peoples of the past, as is often assumed; they are very much alive in
contemporary society with cultural and language needs. This book brings together studies from a
range of disciplines to examine what it means to be Indigenous Khoe and San in contemporary
southern Africa. It considers the current constraints on Khoe and San identity, language and culture,
constantly negotiating an indeterminate social positioning where they are treated as the
inconvenient indigenous. Usually studied as original anthropos, but out of their time, this book shifts
attention from the past to the present, and how the San have negotiated language, literacy and
identity for coping in the period of modernity. It reveals that Afrikaans is indeed an African
language, incubated not only by Cape Malay slaves working in the kitchens of the early Dutch
settlers, but also by the Khoe and San who interacted with sailors from passing ships plying the
West coast of southern Africa from the 14th century. The book re- examines the idea of literacy, its
relationship to language, and how these shape identity. The chapters in this book were originally
published in the journal Critical Arts: South-North Cultural and Media Studies.

16 languages spoken in zimbabwe: Dictionary of Languages Andrew Dalby, 2015-10-28
Covering the political, social and historical background of each language, Dictionary of Languages
offers a unique insight into human culture and communication. Every language with official status is
included, as well as all those that have a written literature and 175 'minor' languages with special
historical or anthropological interest. We see how, with the rapidly increasing uniformity of our
culture as media's influence spreads, more languages have become extinct or are under threat of
extinction. The text is highlighted by maps and charts of scripts, while proverbs, anecdotes and
quotations reveal the features that make a language unique.

16 languages spoken in zimbabwe: Code-Switching as a Pedagogical Tool in Bilingual
Classrooms Miriam Chitiga, 2021-11-29 Presenting a mixed methods study conducted in a bilingual
mathematics classroom in Zimbabwe, this text reveals the semantic pedagogical functions and
linguistic forms of code-switching during STEM instruction. Code-Switching as a Pedagogical Tool in
Bilingual Classrooms offers a detailed analysis of code-switching in the context of educational
linguistics, and reveals ten major pedagogical techniques which illustrate how teachers use
code-switches to engage students and provide guidance, clarification, discipline, and recaps during
individual and whole-class interactions. Chapters highlight that code-switching can be used in a
targeted manner to harness the cognitive potential of bilingual speakers and enhance instruction.
Ultimately, the text identifies implications for teacher education, language policy, and educational
leadership more broadly, and demonstrates intersections with key areas including functional,
critical, and cultural literacy. This text will benefit researchers, academics, and educators with an
interest in bilingualism, applied linguistics, and secondary education more broadly. Those
specifically interested in multicultural education, sociolinguistics and educational policy will also
benefit from this book.

16 languages spoken in zimbabwe: Indigenous Language for Social Change
Communication in the Global South Abiodun Salawu, Tshepang Bright Molale, Enrique
Uribe-Jongbloed, Mohammad Sahid Ullah, 2023 This book captures contemporary debates around
indigenous languages and social change communication. Contributors bring together voices from



the margins to engage in dialogue about common social change issues in Latin America, Africa, and
Asia--

16 languages spoken in zimbabwe: Zimbabwe in the Post-COVID-19 Era Esther
Mavengano, Tobias Marevesa, Ernest Jakaza, 2023-07-14 This comprehensive book brings together
reflections, lessons and insights relating to the post Covid-19 era in Zimbabwe. The outbreak of the
COVID-19 pandemic has immensely affected all facets of humanity globally. Its impact on Zimbabwe
is evident through its effect on socio-economic and education systems, politics, religion,
infrastructural development, and health delivery systems. This book provides scholarly
introspections into the lessons drawn from the pandemic in an effort to re-imagine the future
possibilities of public health in Zimbabwe and beyond. Providing a platform for research that seeks
to re-think global public health matters from a Decolonial school of thought, the book asks questions
such as: What is the role of religion, linguistics, communication, education, economics, politics, and
science in preparing Zimbabwe for possible future pandemics? How can the lessons drawn from the
pandemic inform scholars to re-imagine the future trajectories of the country in the various
domains? How can researchers evaluate the power and economic dialectics of COVID-19, navigate
the tumultuous challenges generated, and come up with appropriate systems for future pandemics?
Offering a realistic picture of the post COVID-19 era in Zimbabwe, the book will be a key resource to
students and researchers across the fields of political communication, science communication,
decolonial discourse, language and culture, as well as African Studies more broadly.

16 languages spoken in zimbabwe: Language Planning and Policy in Africa Richard B.
Baldauf, Robert B. Kaplan, 2004 A longer-range purpose is to collect comparable information on as
many polities as possible in order to facilitate the development of a richer theory to guide language
policy and planning in other polities that undertake the development of a national policy on
languages. This volume is part of an areal series which is committed to providing descriptions of
language planning and policy in countries around the world.--BOOK JACKET.

16 languages spoken in zimbabwe: Migratory Men Garth Stahl, Yang Zhao, 2023-06-02
Foregrounding the ways in which men experience transnational migration, Migratory Men: Place,
Transnationalism and Masculinities considers how we conceptualise and theorise mobile men in a
global context. Bringing together studies from around the world (e.g. Australia, Pakistan, Tunisia,
Zimbabwe and Italy), this collection foregrounds how the transnational migratory experience
profoundly reshapes men’s complex identity practices. Specifically, the collection highlights how
transnational migratory aspirations and experiences often lead men to reimagine local patterns of
masculinity and/or reaffirm prescriptive gender roles as they encounter new spaces/places. In
presenting interdisciplinary research, the international scholars consider the powerful roles of
economics, politics and social class in shaping masculinities. Furthermore, the contributors
emphasise how men affectively and agentically experience migration and how interaction with new
spaces/places can often lead to negotiations between disempowerment and empowerment. As such,
this collection will appeal to both non-academic readers who share transnational migratory
aspirations and experiences and academic readers across the social sciences with interests in
gender and sexuality, migration and diaspora, transnationalism and contemporary masculinities.
Chapters 13 of this book is freely available as a downloadable Open Access PDF at
http://www.taylorfrancis.com under a Creative Commons [Attribution-Non Commercial-No
Derivatives (CC-BY-NC-ND)] 4.0 license.

16 languages spoken in zimbabwe: A Bibliography of South African Languages, 2008-2017 ,
2018-07-17 This concise bibliography on South-African Languages and Linguistics was compiled on
the occasion of the 20th International Congress of Linguists in Cape Town, South Africa, July 2018.
The selection of titles is drawn from the Linguistic Bibliography and gives an overview of scholarship
on South African language studies over the past 10 years. The introduction written by Menan du
Plessis (Stellenbosch University) discusses the most recent developments in the field. The Linguistic
Bibliography is compiled under the editorial management of Eline van der Veken, René Genis and
Anne Aarssen in Leiden, The Netherlands. Linguistic Bibliography Online is the most comprehensive




bibliography for scholarship on languages and theoretical linguistics available. Updated monthly
with a total of more than 20,000 records annually, it enables users to trace recent publications and
provides overviews of older material. For more information on Linguistic Bibliography and Linguistic
Bibliography Online, please visit brill.com/lbo and linguisticbibliography.com. The e-book version of
this bibliography is available in Open Access.

16 languages spoken in zimbabwe: Exegesis in the Making Anna Runesson, 2010-12-07 The
last thirty years have witnessed increasing diversity in methodology and perspectives within biblical
studies. One of the most dynamic and continually expanding contributions to this development is
that of postcolonial studies, known for its fresh approaches as well as for its complex theoretical
foundations. The present book aims at introducing both student and scholar to this emerging field.
Part One discusses in a structured and pedagogical way the theoretical location of postcolonial
biblical studies as well as its critique of and contributions to New Testament exegesis more
specifically. Part Two presents five articles by scholars from Africa, Asia, and North America,
illustrating the diversity of current postcolonial studies as applied to individual New Testament
texts.

16 languages spoken in zimbabwe: Encyclopedia of Christianity in the Global South
Mark A. Lamport, 2018-06-01 Christianity has transformed many times in its 2,000-year history,
from its roots in the Middle East to its presence around the world today. From the mid-twentieth
century onward the presence of Christianity has increased dramatically in Asia, Africa, and Latin
America, and the majority of the world’s Christians are now nonwhite and non-Western. The
Encyclopedia of Christianity in the Global South traces both the historical evolution and
contemporary themes in Christianity in more than 150 countries and regions. The volumes include
maps, images, and a detailed timeline of key events. The phrases “Global Christianity” and “World
Christianity” are inadequate to convey the complexity of the countries and regions involved—this
encyclopedia, with its more than 500 entries, aims to offer rich perspectives on the varieties of
Christianity where it is growing, how the spread of Christianity shapes the faith in various regions,
and how the faith is changing worldwide.

16 languages spoken in zimbabwe: The Routledge Handbook of Translation and Politics
Jonathan Evans, Fruela Fernandez, 2018-04-19 The Routledge Handbook of Translation and Politics
presents the first comprehensive, state of the art overview of the multiple ways in which ‘politics’
and ‘translation’ interact. Divided into four sections with thirty-three chapters written by a roster of
international scholars, this handbook covers the translation of political ideas, the effects of political
structures on translation and interpreting, the politics of translation and an array of case studies
that range from the Classical Mediterranean to contemporary China. Considering established topics
such as censorship, gender, translation under fascism, translators and interpreters at war, as well as
emerging topics such as translation and development, the politics of localization, translation and
interpreting in democratic movements, and the politics of translating popular music, the handbook
offers a global and interdisciplinary introduction to the intersections between translation and
interpreting studies and politics. With a substantial introduction and extensive bibliographies, this
handbook is an indispensable resource for students and researchers of translation theory, politics
and related areas.

16 languages spoken in zimbabwe: Language Planning in Africa Nkonko Kamwangamalu,
Richard Baldauf Jr., Robert Kaplan, 2016-04-08 This volume focuses on language planning in the
Cameroon, Sudan and Zimbabwe, explaining the linguistic diversity, historical and political contexts,
current language situation (including language-in-education planning), the role of the media, the
role of religion and the roles of non-indigenous languages. The authors are indigenous to the
situations described, and draw on their experience and extensive fieldwork there. The extended case
studies contained in this volume draw together the literature on each of the polities to present an
overview of the existing research available, while also providing new research-based information.
The purpose of this volume is to provide an up-to-date overview of the language situation in each
polity based on a series of key questions, in the hope that this might facilitate the development of a



richer theory to guide language policy and planning in other polities where similar issues may arise.
This book comprises case studies originally published in the journal Current Issues in Language
Planning.

16 languages spoken in zimbabwe: Empowerment Through Language Zaline M.
Roy-Campbell, 2001

16 languages spoken in zimbabwe: Do 'Zimbabweans' Exist? Sabelo J. Ndlovu-Gatsheni, 2009
This book examines the triumphs and tribulations of the Zimbabwean national project, providing a
radical and critical analysis of the fossilisation of Zimbabwean nationalism against the wider context
of African nationalism in general. The book departs radically from the common 'praise-texts' in
seriously engaging with the darker aspects of nationalism, including its failure to create the
nation-as-people, and to install democracy and a culture of human rights. The author examines how
the various people inhabiting the lands between the Limpopo and Zambezi Rivers entered history
and how violence became a central aspect of the national project of organising Zimbabweans into a
collectivity in pursuit of a political end.

16 languages spoken in zimbabwe: Language Contact and Language Conflict Unn
Reyneland, 1997

16 languages spoken in zimbabwe: Globalising Sociolinguistics Dick Smakman, Patrick
Heinrich, 2015-05-15 This book challenges the predominance of mainstream sociolinguistic theories
by focusing on lesser known sociolinguistic systems, from regions of Africa, Asia, the Caribbean,
South America, the European Mediterranean, and Slavic regions as well as specific speech
communities such as those speaking Nivkh, Jamaican Creole, North Saami, and Central Yup’ik. In
nineteen chapters, the specialist authors look at key sociolinguistic aspects of each region or speech
community, such as gender, politeness strategies, speech patterns and the effects of social hierarchy
on language, concentrating on the differences from mainstream models. The volume, introduced by
Miriam Meyerhoff, has been written by the leading expert of each specific region or community and
includes contributions by Rajend Mesthrie, Marc Greenberg and Daming Xu. This publication draws
together connections across regions/communities and considers how mainstream sociolinguistics is
incomplete or lacking. It reveals how lesser-known cultures can play an important role in the
building of theory in sociolinguistics. Globalising Sociolinguistics is essential reading for any
researcher in sociolinguistics and language variation and will be a key reference for advanced
sociolinguistics courses.
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