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Abstract: This report examines the pervasive use of ad hominem attacks in political discourse. We
explore various forms of ad hominem fallacies, analyze their impact on public opinion, and present
empirical data illustrating their frequency and effectiveness in shaping political narratives. By
studying specific ad hominem political examples, we aim to illuminate the detrimental effects of this
rhetorical tactic on rational debate and informed decision-making.

1. Understanding Ad Hominem Fallacies

An ad hominem fallacy is a rhetorical strategy that attacks the character, motives, or other
attributes of the person making an argument rather than addressing the argument itself. In politics,
ad hominem political examples are rampant, often overshadowing substantive policy debates.
Instead of engaging with the merits of a proposed policy, politicians may resort to personal attacks,
labeling opponents as "corrupt," "unpatriotic," or "unintelligent." This tactic aims to discredit the
speaker, thereby undermining the credibility of their arguments, even if those arguments are
logically sound.

There are several types of ad hominem attacks. Abusive ad hominem directly insults the opponent.
Circumstantial ad hominem suggests the opponent's argument is motivated by self-interest or bias.
Tu quoque ("you also") points out hypocrisy in the opponent's behavior, attempting to invalidate
their argument based on their past actions. These different forms of ad hominem attacks all share
the common flaw of irrelevance: the personal characteristics of the speaker do not inherently
determine the truth or falsity of their claims.



2. Ad Hominem Political Examples: Case Studies

Numerous examples of ad hominem political examples can be found throughout history and across
various political systems. Consider the following:

The 2016 US Presidential Election: The campaign was rife with ad hominem attacks. Candidates
frequently questioned each other's character and fitness for office, focusing on personal attributes
rather than policy disagreements. For instance, accusations of dishonesty and lack of experience
were frequently leveled, constituting clear ad hominem political examples.

Brexit Referendum: The campaign leading up to the UK's Brexit referendum also witnessed
extensive use of ad hominem attacks. Politicians on both sides frequently targeted each other's
character and motives, diverting attention from the core issues of the debate. This mudslinging
arguably contributed to a polarized and less informed public discourse.

Contemporary Social Media: The prevalence of ad hominem political examples is amplified by social
media platforms. The anonymity and speed of online communication often encourage personal
attacks, making it difficult to engage in reasoned debate. Studies have shown a correlation between
increased exposure to online ad hominem attacks and decreased political participation.

3. Empirical Data and Research Findings

Research consistently demonstrates the negative impact of ad hominem attacks on public discourse.
Studies using experimental designs have shown that exposure to ad hominem attacks reduces the
perceived credibility of the targeted speaker, even when the attacks are demonstrably false.
Furthermore, this effect can extend to the audience's evaluation of the speaker's arguments, leading
to a rejection of valid points solely because of the personal attack.

Data from content analysis of political speeches and online comments reveals a high frequency of ad
hominem attacks. This frequency varies across different political contexts and media platforms, but
the overall trend points to a pervasive use of this fallacious rhetorical strategy. The impact of this
prevalence is a decline in the quality of political debate, fostering distrust in institutions and
potentially leading to political polarization.

4. The Impact of Ad Hominem Attacks on Public Opinion

The consistent use of ad hominem political examples erodes public trust in political institutions and
processes. When personal attacks replace reasoned arguments, citizens become more cynical and
less engaged in the political process. This can lead to lower voter turnout and increased apathy.
Moreover, the focus on personality traits rather than policy positions can make it difficult for voters
to make informed choices.

Furthermore, ad hominem attacks can reinforce pre-existing biases. Individuals may be more likely
to accept ad hominem attacks against opponents they already dislike and reject similar attacks
against those they support, leading to filter bubbles and echo chambers.



5. Mitigating the Effects of Ad Hominem Attacks

Addressing the widespread use of ad hominem political examples requires a multi-pronged
approach. Media literacy education can help citizens identify and critically evaluate ad hominem
attacks. Journalists and fact-checkers can play a crucial role in highlighting the fallacious nature of
these attacks and promoting more substantive political coverage. Finally, political leaders and
candidates need to be held accountable for engaging in such tactics.

Conclusion:

The pervasive use of ad hominem political examples represents a significant threat to healthy
democratic discourse. By undermining rational debate and fostering distrust, these attacks
contribute to political polarization and hinder informed decision-making. Addressing this issue
requires a combination of media literacy initiatives, responsible journalism, and a commitment from
political actors to engage in substantive debate rather than resorting to personal attacks.

FAQs:

What is the difference between an ad hominem attack and a legitimate criticism? A legitimate1.
criticism focuses on the argument itself, while an ad hominem attack targets the person
making the argument.

Are ad hominem attacks always unethical? While generally considered fallacious, ad hominem1.
attacks might be justifiable in limited circumstances, such as exposing hypocrisy that directly
relates to the argument’s validity.

How can I identify an ad hominem attack in political discourse? Look for statements that1.
attack the person's character, motives, or background instead of addressing the substance of
their argument.

What is the impact of ad hominem attacks on social media? Social media amplifies the reach1.
and impact of ad hominem attacks, contributing to online harassment and the spread of
misinformation.

Can ad hominem attacks be effective? While logically fallacious, they can be effective in1.
swaying public opinion, especially when used against already disliked figures.



How can I avoid using ad hominem attacks in my own arguments? Focus on the merits of your1.
argument, providing evidence and reasoning to support your claims.

What role does the media play in the prevalence of ad hominem attacks? The media can either1.
perpetuate ad hominem attacks by focusing on them or combat them through fact-checking
and responsible reporting.

Are there legal ramifications for ad hominem attacks? While not always illegal, ad hominem1.
attacks can contribute to defamation or libel if they contain false statements that harm
someone's reputation.

What are some strategies for countering ad hominem attacks? Ignore them, point out the1.
fallacy, redirect the conversation back to the issue at hand, or use humor to defuse the
situation.

Related Articles:

"The Psychology of Ad Hominem Attacks": Explores the cognitive biases that make ad1.
hominem attacks persuasive.

"Ad Hominem and the Erosion of Public Trust": Examines the connection between ad hominem2.
attacks and declining public confidence in government.

"The Role of Social Media in Amplifying Ad Hominem Attacks": Analyzes how social media3.
platforms facilitate the spread of ad hominem attacks.

"Fact-Checking and the Fight Against Ad Hominem Fallacies": Discusses the role of fact-4.
checking organizations in countering misinformation spread through ad hominem attacks.

"The Effectiveness of Ad Hominem Attacks in Political Campaigns": Presents empirical5.
evidence on the impact of ad hominem attacks on election outcomes.

"Ad Hominem in Online Political Debates: A Content Analysis": Provides a quantitative analysis6.
of the frequency of ad hominem attacks in online political discussions.

"Media Literacy and the Detection of Ad Hominem Fallacies": Explores strategies for teaching7.
citizens how to identify and counter ad hominem attacks.



"The Ethics of Ad Hominem Attacks in Political Discourse": Examines the moral implications of8.
using ad hominem attacks in political debate.

"Ad Hominem Attacks and Political Polarization": Investigates the link between ad hominem9.
attacks and increased political division.

  ad hominem political examples: Ad Hominem Arguments Douglas Walton, 1998 A vital
contribution to legal theory and media and civic discourse In the 1860s, northern newspapers
attacked Abraham Lincoln's policies by attacking his character, using the terms drunk, baboon, too
slow, foolish, and dishonest. Steadily on the increase in political argumentation since then, the
argumentum ad hominem, or personal attack argument, has now been carefully refined as an
instrument of oppo tactics and going negative by the public relations experts who craft political
campaigns at the national level. In this definitive treatment of one of the most important concepts in
argumentation theory and informal logic, Douglas Walton presents a normative framework for
identifying and evaluating ad hominem or personal attack arguments. Personal attack arguments
have often proved to be so effective, in election campaigns, for example, that even while condemning
them, politicians have not stopped using them. In the media, in the courtroom, and in everyday
confrontation, ad hominem arguments are easy to put forward as accusations, are difficult to refute,
and often have an extremely powerful effect on persuading an audience. Walton gives a clear
method for analyzing and evaluating cases of ad hominem arguments found in everyday
argumentation. His analysis classifies the ad hominem argument into five clearly defined
subtypes—abusive (direct), circumstantial, bias, poisoning the well, and tu quoque (you're just as
bad) arguments—and gives methods for evaluating each type. Each subtype is given a well-defined
form as a recognizable type of argument. The numerous case studies show in concrete terms many
practical aspects of how to use textual evidence to identify and analyze fallacies and to evaluate
argumentation as fallacious or not in particular cases.
  ad hominem political examples: Cicero's Second Philippic Marcus Tullius Cicero, 1879
  ad hominem political examples: Demagogue for President Jennifer Mercieca, 2020-07-07
Winner, Bronze, 2020 Foreword Indies, Political and Social Sciences Winner, 2021 PROSE Award for
Government & Politics Deserves a place alongside George Orwell’s 'Politics and the English
Language'. . . . one of the most important political books of this perilous summer.—The Washington
Post A must-read—Salon Highly recommended—Jack Shafer, Politico Featured in The Best New
Books to Read This Summer and Lit Hub's Most Anticipated Books of 2020—Literary Hub Historic
levels of polarization, a disaffected and frustrated electorate, and widespread distrust of
government, the news media, and traditional political leadership set the stage in 2016 for an
unexpected, unlikely, and unprecedented presidential contest. Donald Trump’s campaign speeches
and other rhetoric seemed on the surface to be simplistic, repetitive, and disorganized to many. As
Demagogue for President shows, Trump’s campaign strategy was anything but simple. Political
communication expert Jennifer Mercieca shows how the Trump campaign expertly used the common
rhetorical techniques of a demagogue, a word with two contradictory definitions—“a leader who
makes use of popular prejudices and false claims and promises in order to gain power” or “a leader
championing the cause of the common people in ancient times” (Merriam-Webster, 2019). These
strategies, in conjunction with post-rhetorical public relations techniques, were meant to appeal to a
segment of an already distrustful electorate. It was an effective tactic. Mercieca analyzes rhetorical
strategies such as argument ad hominem, argument ad baculum, argument ad populum, reification,
paralipsis, and more to reveal a campaign that was morally repugnant to some but to others a
brilliant appeal to American exceptionalism. By all accounts, it fundamentally changed the discourse



of the American public sphere.
  ad hominem political examples: Logically Fallacious Bo Bennett, 2012-02-19 This book is a
crash course in effective reasoning, meant to catapult you into a world where you start to see things
how they really are, not how you think they are. The focus of this book is on logical fallacies, which
loosely defined, are simply errors in reasoning. With the reading of each page, you can make
significant improvements in the way you reason and make decisions. Logically Fallacious is one of
the most comprehensive collections of logical fallacies with all original examples and easy to
understand descriptions, perfect for educators, debaters, or anyone who wants to improve his or her
reasoning skills. Expose an irrational belief, keep a person rational for a day. Expose irrational
thinking, keep a person rational for a lifetime. - Bo Bennett This 2021 Edition includes dozens of
more logical fallacies with many updated examples.
  ad hominem political examples: The Outrage Industry Jeffrey M. Berry, Sarah Sobieraj, 2014
A stimulating expose on how the roots of today's partisan rage lie in the outrage industry -
deregulated, commodified media markets that will do anything for money and attention.
  ad hominem political examples: An Illustrated Book of Bad Arguments: Learn the Lost Art of
Making Sense (Bad Arguments) Ali Almossawi, 2014-09-23 “This short book makes you smarter than
99% of the population. . . . The concepts within it will increase your company’s ‘organizational
intelligence.’. . . It’s more than just a must-read, it’s a ‘have-to-read-or-you’re-fired’ book.”—Geoffrey
James, INC.com From the author of An Illustrated Book of Loaded Language, here’s the antidote to
fuzzy thinking, with furry animals! Have you read (or stumbled into) one too many irrational online
debates? Ali Almossawi certainly had, so he wrote An Illustrated Book of Bad Arguments! This handy
guide is here to bring the internet age a much-needed dose of old-school logic (really old-school, a la
Aristotle). Here are cogent explanations of the straw man fallacy, the slippery slope argument, the
ad hominem attack, and other common attempts at reasoning that actually fall short—plus a
beautifully drawn menagerie of animals who (adorably) commit every logical faux pas. Rabbit thinks
a strange light in the sky must be a UFO because no one can prove otherwise (the appeal to
ignorance). And Lion doesn’t believe that gas emissions harm the planet because, if that were true,
he wouldn’t like the result (the argument from consequences). Once you learn to recognize these
abuses of reason, they start to crop up everywhere from congressional debate to YouTube
comments—which makes this geek-chic book a must for anyone in the habit of holding opinions.
  ad hominem political examples: The Fallacy Detective Nathaniel Bluedorn, Hans Bluedorn,
2015-04-04 The Fallacy Detective has been the best selling text for teaching logical fallacies and
introduction to logic for over 15 years. Can learning logic be fun? With The Fallacy Detective it
appears that it can be. I thoroughly enjoyed this book and would recommend it to anyone who wants
to improve his reasoning skills.--Tim Challies, curriculum reviewer Cartoon and comic illustrations,
humorous examples, and a very reader-friendly writing style make this the sort of course students
will enjoy.--Cathy Duffy, homeschool curriculum reviewer I really like The Fallacy Detective because
it has funny cartoons, silly stories, and teaches you a lot!--11 Year Old What is a fallacy? A fallacy is
an error in logic a place where someone has made a mistake in his thinking. This is a handy book for
learning to spot common errors in reasoning. - For ages twelve through adult. - Fun to use -- learn
skills you can use right away. - Peanuts, Dilbert, and Calvin and Hobbes cartoons. - Includes The
Fallacy Detective Game. - Exercises with answer key.
  ad hominem political examples: On War Carl von Clausewitz, 1908
  ad hominem political examples: Logic and Mr. Limbaugh Ray Perkins (Jr.), 1995 Logic and
Mr. Limbaugh is both an entertaining introduction to the elements of logic and a serious critique of
the practical logic of a major conservative propagandist. Professor Perkins takes 50 examples of
logical reasoning from Rush's statements, identifies the logical arguments, and points out fallacies.
  ad hominem political examples: Art of Reasoning: An Introduction to Logic and Critical
Thinking David Kelley, 2013-10 Students learn logic by practicing it by working through problems,
analyzing existing arguments, and constructing their own arguments in plain language and symbolic
notation. The Art of Reasoning not only introduces the principles of critical thinking and logic in a



clear, accessible, and logical manner thus practicing what it preaches but it also provides ample
opportunity for students to hone their skills and master course content.
  ad hominem political examples: The King's Touch Tom Sleigh, 2022-02-01 A profound
encounter with the hyperreality of our time of global upheaval, violence, and pandemic. Tom Sleigh’s
poems are skeptical of the inevitability of our fate, but in this brilliant new collection, they are
charged with a powerful sense of premonition, as if the future is unfolding before us, demanding
something greater than the self. Justice is a prevailing force, even while the poems are fully
cognizant of the refugee crisis, war, famine, and the brutal reality of a crowded hospital morgue.
The King’s Touch collides the world of fact and the world of mystery with a resolutely secular
register. The title poem refers to the once-held belief that the king, as a divine representative, is
imbued with the power of healing touch. Sleigh turns this encounter between illness and human
contact toward his own chronic blood disease and the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic and its mounting
death tolls. One poem asks, “isn’t it true that no matter how long you / wear them, masks don’t
grieve, only faces do?” In this essential new work, Sleigh shows how the language of poetry itself
can revive and recuperate a sense of a future under the conditions of violence, social unrest, and
global anxiety about the fate of the planet.
  ad hominem political examples: Unstable Majorities Morris P. Fiorina, 2017-11-01 America is
currently fighting its second Civil War. Partisan politics are ripping this country apart. The 2016
election will go down as the most acrimonious presidential campaign of all. Such statements have
become standard fare in American politics. In a time marked by gridlock and incivility, it seems the
only thing Americans can agree on is this: we're more divided today than we've ever been in our
history. In Unstable Majorities Morris P. Fiorina surveys American political history to reveal that, in
fact, the American public is not experiencing a period of unprecedented polarization. Bypassing the
alarmism that defines contemporary punditry, he cites research and historical context that
illuminate the forces that shape voting patterns, political parties, and voter behavior. By placing
contemporary events in their proper context, he corrects widespread misconceptions and gives
reasons to be optimistic about the future of American electoral politics.
  ad hominem political examples: Enquiry Concerning Political Justice, and Its Influence on
Morals and Happiness William Godwin, 1798
  ad hominem political examples: Apocalypse Never (resumo) Michael Shellenberger,
2023-04-28 Este livro é um resumo produzido a partir da obra original. A mudança climática é real,
mas não é o fim do mundo. Não é sequer nosso maior problema ambiental. Michael Shellenberger
tem lutado por um planeta mais verde por décadas. Ajudou a salvar as últimas sequoias ameaçadas
do mundo, co-criou o que seria o predecessor do atual Novo Acordo Verde (Green New Deal), além
de, juntamente com cientistas climáticos e ativistas, liderar uma ação bem sucedida para manter as
usinas nucleares funcionando, assim evitando os famosos picos de emissão. Porém, em 2019,
enquanto se alegava que bilhões de pessoas iriam morrer, o que contribuiu para uma ampla crise de
ansiedade ― inclusive entre adolescentes ―, como ativista ambiental há anos, afamado especialista
em energia e pai de uma adolescente, Shellenberger resolveu que deveria falar mais a respeito a fim
de separar a ficção da ciência. Mesmo após anos da atenção dada pela grande mídia, muitos
continuam ignorantes quanto aos fatos mais básicos sobre clima. Em boa parte das nações mais
desenvolvidas, os picos das emissões de carbono vêm caindo há mais de uma década. O mesmo
ocorre quanto aos números de mortes causadas por condições climáticas extremas, que tiveram uma
queda de 80% nos últimos quarenta anos, inclusive em nações mais pobres. Além disso, o risco de
um superaquecimento da Terra tem se tornado mais improvável graças ao baixo crescimento
populacional e a abundância de gás natural. Curiosamente, aqueles que são mais alarmistas quanto
aos problemas climáticos também são os que tendem a se opor às soluções mais óbvias. O que está
realmente por detrás de todo esse levante apocalítico ambientalista? Estão poderosos interesses
financeiros. Há desejo por status e poder. E há, sobretudo, um desejo de transcendência de pessoas
supostamente seculares. O impulso espiritual pode ser natural e saudável, porém ao pregar medo
sem amor e culpa sem redenção, a nova religião não está satisfazendo nossas mais profundas



necessidades psicológicas e existenciais.
  ad hominem political examples: Amanda Paradise Caconrad, 2021 A new collection of
poetry by CAConrad--
  ad hominem political examples: The Smallest Minority Kevin D. Williamson, 2019-07-23
The most profane, hilarious, and insightful book I've read in quite a while. — BEN SHAPIRO Kevin
Williamson's gonzo merger of polemic, autobiography, and batsh*t craziness is totally brilliant. —
JOHN PODHORETZ, Commentary Ideological minorities – including the smallest minority, the
individual – can get trampled by the unity stampede (as my friend Kevin Williamson masterfully
elucidates in his new book, The Smallest Minority). — JONAH GOLDBERG “The Smallest Minority is
the perfect antidote to our heedless age of populist politics. It is a book unafraid to tell the people
that they’re awful.” — NATIONAL REVIEW Williamson is blistering and irreverent, stepping without
doubt on more than a few toes—but, then again, that’s kind of the point. — THE NEW CRITERION
Stylish, unrestrained, and straight from the mind of a pissed-off genius. — THE WASHINGTON
FREE BEACON Kevin Williamson is shocking and brutal (RUTH MARCUS, Washington Post), a total
jack**s (WILL SALETAN, Slate), and totally reprehensible (PAUL KRUGMAN, New York Times).
Reader beware: Kevin D. Williamson—the lively, literary firebrand from National Review who was
too hot for The Atlantic to handle—comes to bury democracy, not to praise it. With electrifying
honesty and spirit, Williamson takes a flamethrower to mob politics, the “beast with many heads”
that haunts social media and what currently passes for real life. It’s destroying our capacity for
individualism and dragging us down “the Road to Smurfdom, the place where the deracinated demos
of the Twitter age finds itself feeling small and blue.” The Smallest Minority is by no means a
memoir, though Williamson does reflect on that “tawdry little episode” with The Atlantic in which he
became all-too-intimately acquainted with mob outrage and the forces of tribalism. Rather, this book
is a dizzying tour through a world you’ll be horrified to recognize as your own. With biting appraisals
of social media (“an economy of Willy Lomans,” political hustlers (“that certain kind of man or
woman…who will kiss the collective ass of the mob”), journalists (“a contemptible union of neediness
and arrogance”) and identity politics (“identity is more accessible than policy, which requires
effort”), The Smallest Minority is a defiant, funny, and terrifyingly insightful book about what we
human beings have done to ourselves.
  ad hominem political examples: Logic and Its Limits Patrick Shaw, 1997 A common-sense
introduction to the everyday use of logic, this book explains some of the rules of good argument and
some of the ways in which arguments can fail, drawing illustrations from a variety of contemporary
and international sources. A wide range of thought-provoking examples and exercises make this a
readable and stimulating guide for the student and general reader alike. Diagrams.
  ad hominem political examples: Fallacious Trump Jim Cliff, 2018-02-16 I used to lose every
argument, then I read this book and now I win them all! It's that good.This is a tremendous book,
and I should know - I have a PhD.Most of the other books on logical fallacies are written by
Americans, so they can't be any good.These made up quotes are all logical fallacies - the kinds of
common errors in reasoning that we all make from time to time. Fallacious Trump: The Donald J.
Trump Guide to Logical Fallacies describes many common logical fallacies, explains why they are
invalid, and helps you to spot them in your own arguments as well as other people's.Every fallacy is
illustrated with real-life examples drawn from the tweets, speeches and interviews of the King of
Logical Fallacies, Donald J. Trump.Fallacies contained in the book include:Ad HominemStraw
ManPost Hoc Ergo Propter HocArgument from PopularityTexas SharpshooterCherry
PickingEquivocationTu QuoqueRed HerringArgument from IgnoranceHasty GeneralizationBegging
the QuestionGenetic FallacyPoisoning the WellMoving the GoalpostsSlippery SlopeArgument from
Personal IncredulityNon-Sequiturand many more!
  ad hominem political examples: Informal Logic Douglas Walton, 2008-06-02 Second edition
of the introductory guidebook to the basic principles of constructing sound arguments and criticising
bad ones. Non-technical in approach, it is based on 186 examples, which Douglas Walton, a leading
authority in the field of informal logic, discusses and evaluates in clear, illustrative detail. Walton



explains how errors, fallacies, and other key failures of argument occur. He shows how correct uses
of argument are based on sound strategies for reasoned persuasion and critical responses. This
edition takes into account many developments in the field of argumentation study that have occurred
since 1989, many created by the author. Drawing on these developments, Walton includes and
analyzes 36 new topical examples and also brings in work on argumentation schemes. Ideally suited
for use in courses in informal logic and introduction to philosophy, this book will also be valuable to
students of pragmatics, rhetoric, and speech communication.
  ad hominem political examples: The Tyranny of Clichés Jonah Goldberg, 2013-04-30 “An
indispensable and enduring field guide to the arguments the left makes—and the ones it tries to
avoid.” —The Claremont Review of Books According to Jonah Goldberg, if the greatest trick the devil
ever pulled was convincing the world he didn’t exist, the greatest trick liberals ever pulled was
convincing themselves they’re not ideological. Today, “objective” journalists, academics, and
“moderate” politicians peddle some of the most radical arguments by hiding them in homespun
aphorisms. Barack Obama casts himself as a disciple of reason: He’s a pragmatist, opposed to the
ideology and drama of the Right, solely concerned with “what works.” And today’s liberals follow his
lead, spouting countless clichés such as: • One man’s terrorist is another man’s freedom fighter:
Sure, if the other man is an idiot. Was Martin Luther King Jr. a terrorist? Was Bin Laden a freedom
fighter? • Violence never solves anything: Really? It solved our problems with King George III and
ended slavery. • We need complete separation of church and state: In other words, all expressions of
faith should be barred from politics . . . except when they support liberal programs. With humor and
passion, Goldberg dismantles these and many other Trojan horses that liberals use to cheat in the
war of ideas. He shows that the Progressive tradition of denying an ideological agenda while
pursuing it vigorously under the false flag of reasonableness is alive and well. And he reveals how
this dangerous game may lead us further down the path of self-destruction.
  ad hominem political examples: Negative Campaigning Richard R. Lau, Gerald M. Pomper,
2004 Negative campaigning is frequently denounced, but it is not well understood. Who conducts
negative campaigns? Do they work? What is their effect on voter turnout and attitudes toward
government? Just in time for an assessment of election 2004, two distinguished political scientists
bring us a sophisticated analysis of negative campaigns for the Senate from 1992 to 2002. The
results of their study are surprising and challenge conventional wisdom: negative campaigning has
dominated relatively few elections over the past dozen years, there is little evidence that it has had a
deleterious effect on our political system, and it is not a particularly effective campaign strategy.
These analyses bring novel empirical techniques to the study of basic normative questions of
democratic theory and practice.
  ad hominem political examples: The Language of Persuasion in Politics Alan Partington,
Charlotte Taylor, 2017-09-27 This accessible introductory textbook looks at the modern relationship
between politicians, the press and the public through the language they employ, with extensive
coverage of key topics including: ‘spin’, ‘spin control’ and ‘image’ politics models of persuasion:
authority, contrast, association pseudo-logical and ‘post-truth’ arguments political interviewing:
difficult questions, difficult answers metaphors and metonymy rhetorical figures humour, irony and
satire Extracts from speeches, soundbites, newspapers and blogs, interviews, press conferences,
election slogans, social media and satires are used to provide the reader with the tools to discover
the beliefs, character and hidden strategies of the would-be persuader, as well as the
counter-strategies of their targets. This book demonstrates how the study of language use can help
us appreciate, exploit and protect ourselves from the art of persuasion. With a wide variety of
practical examples on both recent issues and historically significant ones, every topic is
complemented with guiding tasks, queries and exercises with keys and commentaries at the end of
each unit. This is the ideal textbook for all introductory courses on language and politics, media
language, rhetoric and persuasion, discourse studies and related areas.
  ad hominem political examples: Multimodal Communication in Political Speech
Shaping Minds and Social Action Isabella Poggi, Francesca D’Errico, Laura Vincze, Alessandro



Vinciarelli, 2013-11-08 This book constitutes the thoroughly refereed post-conference proceedings of
the International Workshop on Multimodal Communication in Political Speech: Shaping Minds and
Social Actions, held in Rome, Italy, during November 10-12, 2010. The 16 regular papers were
carefully reviewed and selected from 33 submissions and presented with three key-notes. The
purpose of the Political Speech workshops is to provide a forum for discussing research areas of
persuasive agents and social signal processing. This book covers topics on multimodal aspects of
political communication, including persuasion, fallacies, racist discourse, as well as music,
autobiographic memories, metonymies, dominant postures, rhetorical strategies, interruptions,
intonation, and voice appeal.
  ad hominem political examples: President Trump's Tweets 2016 Anthony Michalisko,
2018-06 After defeating a large Republican field in the primaries, Candidate Trump set his campaign
in high gear for the General Election. With a hostile media spewing fake news, Donald Trump
effectively used Twitter to thrust himself into the White House. Inside you'll find the tweets that
defeated Hillary Clinton.
  ad hominem political examples: Argumentation in Actual Practice Frans H. van Eemeren,
Bart Garssen, 2019-09-23 Argumentation in Actual Practice contains a collection of topical studies
about argumentative discourse in context written by argumentation scholars from a diversity of
academic backgrounds. Some contributions provide general perspectives, other contributions deal
with specific issues, particular types of argumentative discourse or individual argumentative speech
events. The contexts in which argumentation is examined vary from politics and the media to
medical, juridical, educational, commercial or military contexts, a specific academic discipline, a
special issue or pertain to all kinds of contextualised argumentative discourse. The issues discussed
include the interpretation and analysis of argumentation, strategic manoeuvring, argument schemes,
the stock issues, the fallacies, the principle of charity and the persuasiveness of argumentative
discourse. A common feature is that they are all empirically-oriented and that virtually all of them
are strongly concerned with an adequate understanding of contextualised argumentative discourse
and the factors that may increase or decrease its reasonableness and effectiveness.
  ad hominem political examples: 42 Fallacies Michael LaBossiere, 2013-03-12 This book
presents descriptions and examples of 42 common informal fallacies: Ad Hominem Ad Hominem Tu
Quoque Appeal to the Consequences of a Belief Appeal to Authority Appeal to Belief Appeal to
Common Practice Appeal to Emotion Appeal to Fear Appeal to Flattery Appeal to Novelty Appeal to
Pity Appeal to Popularity Appeal to Ridicule Appeal to Spite Appeal to Tradition Begging the
Question Biased Generalization Burden of Proof Circumstantial Ad Hominem Fallacy of Composition
Confusing Cause and Effect Fallacy of Division False Dilemma Gambler's Fallacy Genetic Fallacy
Guilt by Association Hasty Generalization Ignoring a Common Cause Middle Ground Misleading
Vividness Peer Pressure Personal Attack Poisoning the Well Post Hoc Questionable Cause Red
Herring Relativist Fallacy Slippery Slope Special Pleading Spotlight Straw Man Two Wrongs Make a
Right
  ad hominem political examples: Fighting Is Like a Wife Eloisa Amezcua, 2022-04-12 In
Fighting is Like a Wife, Eloisa Amezcua uses striking visual poems to reconstruct the love story—and
the tragedy—of two-time world boxing champion “Schoolboy” Bobby Chacon and his first wife,
Valorie Ginn. Bobby took to fighBobby took to fighting the way a surfer takes to water: the waves
and crests, the highs and the pummeling lows. Valorie, as girlfriend, then wife, then mother of their
children, was proud of Bobby and how he found a way out of the harsh world they were born into.
But the brain-sloshing blows, the women, and the alcohol began to take their toll, and soon Bobby
couldn’t hear her anymore. With her fate affixed to Bobby’s, and Bobby’s to the ring, Valorie sought
her own way out of this dilemma. Using haunting, visceral language to evoke the emotion of the
fight, and incorporating direct quotations from sports commentators and Bobby himself, Fighting Is
Like a Wife reveals how boxing, like love and poetry, can be brutal, vulnerable, and surprising.
  ad hominem political examples: The Trump Paradox Raul Hinojosa-Ojeda, Edward Telles,
2021-03-23 The Trump Paradox: Migration, Trade, and Racial Politics in US-Mexico Integration



explores one of the most complex and unequal cross-border relations in the world, in light of both a
twenty-first-century political economy and the rise of Donald Trump. Despite the trillion-plus dollar
contribution of Latinos to the US GDP, political leaders have paradoxically stirred racial resentment
around immigrants just as immigration from Mexico has reached net zero. With a roster of
state-of-the-art scholars from both Mexico and the US, The Trump Paradox explores a dilemma for a
divided nation such as the US: in order for its economy to continue flourishing, it needs immigrants
and trade.
  ad hominem political examples: Argumentation Schemes for Presumptive Reasoning Douglas
Walton, 2013-11-05 Recent concerns with the evaluation of argumentation in informal logic and
speech communication center around nondemonstrative arguments that lead to tentative or
defeasible conclusions based on a balance of considerations. Such arguments do not appear to have
structures of the kind traditionally identified with deductive and inductive reasoning, but are
extremely common and are often called plausible or presumptive, meaning that they are only
provisionally acceptable even when they are correct. How is one to judge, by some clearly defined
standard, whether such arguments are correct or not in a given instance? The answer lies in what
are called argumentation schemes -- forms of argument (structures of inference) that enable one to
identify and evaluate common types of argumentation in everyday discourse. This book identifies 25
argumentation schemes for presumptive reasoning and matches a set of critical questions to each.
These two elements -- the scheme and the questions -- are then used to evaluate a given argument in
a particular case in relation to a context of dialogue in which the argument occurred. In recent
writings on argumentation, there is a good deal of stress placed on how important argumentation
schemes are in any attempt to evaluate common arguments in everyday reasoning as correct or
fallacious, acceptable or questionable. However, the problem is that the literature thus far has not
produced a precise and user-friendly enough analysis of the structures of the argumentation
schemes themselves, nor have any of the documented accounts been as helpful, accessible, or
systematic as they could be, especially in relation to presumptive reasoning. This book solves the
problem by presenting the most common presumptive schemes in an orderly and clear way that
makes them explicit and useful as precisely defined structures. As such, it will be an indispensable
tool for researchers, students, and teachers in the areas of critical thinking, argumentation, speech
communication, informal logic, and discourse analysis.
  ad hominem political examples: Bad Arguments Robert Arp, Steven Barbone, Michael
Bruce, 2018-10-29 A timely and accessible guide to 100 of the most infamous logical fallacies in
Western philosophy, helping readers avoid and detect false assumptions and faulty reasoning You’ll
love this book or you’ll hate it. So, you’re either with us or against us. And if you’re against us then
you hate books. No true intellectual would hate this book. Ever decide to avoid a restaurant because
of one bad meal? Choose a product because a celebrity endorsed it? Or ignore what a politician says
because she’s not a member of your party? For as long as people have been discussing, conversing,
persuading, advocating, proselytizing, pontificating, or otherwise stating their case, their arguments
have been vulnerable to false assumptions and faulty reasoning. Drawing upon a long history of
logical falsehoods and philosophical flubs, Bad Arguments demonstrates how misguided arguments
come to be, and what we can do to detect them in the rhetoric of others and avoid using them
ourselves. Fallacies—or conclusions that don’t follow from their premise—are at the root of most bad
arguments, but it can be easy to stumble into a fallacy without realizing it. In this clear and concise
guide to good arguments gone bad, Robert Arp, Steven Barbone, and Michael Bruce take readers
through 100 of the most infamous fallacies in Western philosophy, identifying the most common
missteps, pitfalls, and dead-ends of arguments gone awry. Whether an instance of sunk costs, is
ought, affirming the consequent, moving the goal post, begging the question, or the ever-popular
slippery slope, each fallacy engages with examples drawn from contemporary politics, economics,
media, and popular culture. Further diagrams and tables supplement entries and contextualize
common errors in logical reasoning. At a time in our world when it is crucial to be able to identify
and challenge rhetorical half-truths, this bookhelps readers to better understand flawed



argumentation and develop logical literacy. Unrivaled in its breadth of coverage and a worthy
companion to its sister volume Just the Arguments (2011), Bad Arguments is an essential tool for
undergraduate students and general readers looking to hone their critical thinking and rhetorical
skills.
  ad hominem political examples: The Global Encyclopaedia of Informality, Volume 2 Alena
Ledeneva, 2018-01-17 Alena Ledeneva invites you on a voyage of discovery to explore society’s open
secrets, unwritten rules and know-how practices. Broadly defined as ‘ways of getting things done’,
these invisible yet powerful informal practices tend to escape articulation in official discourse. They
include emotion-driven exchanges of gifts or favours and tributes for services, interest-driven
know-how (from informal welfare to informal employment and entrepreneurship), identity-driven
practices of solidarity, and power-driven forms of co-optation and control. The paradox, or not, of the
invisibility of these informal practices is their ubiquity. Expertly practised by insiders but often
hidden from outsiders, informal practices are, as this book shows, deeply rooted all over the world,
yet underestimated in policy. Entries from the five continents presented in this volume are samples
of the truly global and ever-growing collection, made possible by a remarkable collaboration of over
200 scholars across disciplines and area studies. By mapping the grey zones, blurred boundaries,
types of ambivalence and contexts of complexity, this book creates the first Global Map of
Informality. The accompanying database (www.in-formality.com) is searchable by region, keyword or
type of practice, so do explore what works, how, where and why! Praise for Global Encyclopaedia of
Informality ‘The Global Informality Project unveils new ways of understanding how the state
functions and ways in which civil servants and citizens adapt themselves to different local contexts
by highlighting the diversity of the relationships between state and society. The project is of great
interest to policymakers who want to imagine solutions that are benefi cial for all, but sufficiently
pragmatic to ensure a seamless implementation, particularly in the field of cross-border trade in
developing countries.’ - Kunio Mikuriya, Secretary General of the World Customs Organisation,
Brussels ‘An extremely interesting and stimulating collection of papers. Ledeneva’s challenging
ideas, first applied in the context of Russia’s economy of shortage, came to full blossom and are here
contextualized by practices from other countries and contemporary systems. Many original and
relevant practices were recognized empirically in socialist countries, but this book shows their
generality.’ - János Kornai, Allie S. Freed Professor of Economics Emeritus at Harvard and Professor
Emeritus at Corvinus University of Budapest ‘Alena Ledeneva’s Global Encyclopedia of Informality is
a unique contribution, providing a global atlas of informal practices through the contributions of
over 200 scholars across the world. It is far more rewarding for the reader to discover how
commonalities of informal behavior become apparent through this rich texture like a complex and
hidden pattern behind local colors than to presume top down universal benchmarks of good versus
bad behavior. This book is a plea against reductionist approaches of mathematics in social science in
general, and corruption studies in particular and makes a great read, as well as an indispensable
guide to understand the cultural richness of the world.’ - Alina Mungiu-Pippidi, Professor of
Democracy Studies, Hertie School of Governance, Berlin ‘Transformative scholarship in method,
object, and consequence. Ledeneva and her networked expertise not only enable us to view the
informal comparatively, but challenge conventionally legible accounts of membership, markets,
domination and resistance with these rich accounts from five continents. This project offers nothing
less than a social scientific revolution… if the broader scholarly community has the imagination to
follow through. And by globalizing these informal knowledges typically hidden from view, the
volumes’ contributors will extend the imaginations of those business consultants, movement
mobilizers, and peace makers who can appreciate the value of translation from other world regions
in their own work.’ Michael D. Kennedy, Professor of Sociology and International and Public Aff irs,
Brown University and author of Globalizing Knowledge ‘Don’t mistake these weighty volumes for
anything directory-like or anonymous. This wonderful collection of short essays, penned by many of
the single best experts in their fields, puts the reader squarely in the kinds of conversations culled
only after years of friendship, trust, and with the keen eye of the practiced observer. Perhaps most



importantly, the remarkably wide range of offerings lets us “de-parochialise” corruption, and detach
it from the usual hyper-local and cultural explanations. The reader, in the end, is the one invited to
consider the many and striking commonalities.’ Bruce Grant, Professor at New York University and
Chair of the US National Council for East European and Eurasian Research
  ad hominem political examples: Argumentation Schemes Douglas Walton, Christopher
Reed, Fabrizio Macagno, 2008-08-04 This book provides a systematic analysis of many common
argumentation schemes and a compendium of 96 schemes. The study of these schemes, or forms of
argument that capture stereotypical patterns of human reasoning, is at the core of argumentation
research. Surveying all aspects of argumentation schemes from the ground up, the book takes the
reader from the elementary exposition in the first chapter to the latest state of the art in the
research efforts to formalize and classify the schemes, outlined in the last chapter. It provides a
systematic and comprehensive account, with notation suitable for computational applications that
increasingly make use of argumentation schemes.
  ad hominem political examples: God's Politics Jim Wallis, 2006-08-29 New York Times
bestseller God's Politics struck a chord with Americans disenchanted with how the Right had
co-opted all talk about integrating religious values into our politics, and with the Left, who were
mute on the subject. Jim Wallis argues that America's separation of church and state does not
require banishing moral and religious values from the public square. God's Politics offers a vision for
how to convert spiritual values into real social change and has started a grassroots movement to
hold our political leaders accountable by incorporating our deepest convictions about war, poverty,
racism, abortion, capital punishment, and other moral issues into our nation's public life. Who can
change the political wind? Only we can.
  ad hominem political examples: Rush Limbaugh is a Big Fat Idiot and Other Observations Al
Franken, 1999 Move over P.J. O'Rourke! From Al Franken, America's premier liberal satirist, comes
a hilarious homage to the wonderful, awful, and always absurd American political process that
skewers a whole new crop of presidential hopefuls--just in time for the 1996 presidential election.
(Franken is) responsible in part for some of the most brilliant political satire of our time.--John
Podhoretz, New York Post.
  ad hominem political examples: Interpreting Straw Man Argumentation Fabrizio Macagno,
Douglas Walton, 2018-08-26 This book shows how research in linguistic pragmatics, philosophy of
language, and rhetoric can be connected through argumentation to analyze a recognizably common
strategy used in political and everyday conversation, namely the distortion of another’s words in an
argumentative exchange. Straw man argumentation refers to the modification of a position by
misquoting, misreporting or wrenching the original speaker’s statements from their context in order
to attack them more easily or more effectively. Through 63 examples taken from different contexts
(including political and forensic discourses and dialogs) and 20 legal cases, the book analyzes the
explicit and implicit types of straw man, shows how to assess the correctness of a quote or a report,
and illustrates the arguments that can be used for supporting an interpretation and defending
against a distortion. The tools of argumentation theory, a discipline aimed at investigating the uses
of arguments by combining insights from pragmatics, logic, and communication, are applied to
provide an original account of interpretation and reporting, and to describe and illustrate tactics and
procedures that can be used and implemented for practical purposes.. This book will appeal to
scholars in the fields of political communication, communication in general, argumentation theory,
rhetoric and pragmatics, as well as to people working in public speech, speech writing, and
discourse analysis.
  ad hominem political examples: Aristotle on Fallacies Aristotle, 1866
  ad hominem political examples: Historian's Fallacie David H. Fischer, 1970-12-30 If one
laughs when David Hackett Fischer sits down to play, one will stay to cheer. His book must be read
three times: the first in anger, the srcond in laughter, the third in respect....The wisdom is expressed
with a certin ruthlessness. Scarcly a major historian escapes unscathed. Ten thousand members of
the AmericanHistorical Association will rush to the index and breathe a little easier to find their



names absent.
  ad hominem political examples: Attacking Faulty Reasoning T. Damer, 2012-01-10
Increasingly, college courses and programs require a critical thinking component and include
assignments meant to measure your critical thinking skills. ATTACKING FAULTY REASONING, 7E,
International Edition can help you brush up on these skills and learn how to develop the logical,
persuasive arguments you need now and throughout your career. This useful handbook addresses
more than 60 common fallacies of logic with the help of over 200 memorable examples. It provides
explanations and tips for attacking fallacious thinking, and is an ideal resource when writing papers,
essays, or arguments.
  ad hominem political examples: Dialogues Gary Goshgarian, Kathleen Krueger, 2008-08-13
  ad hominem political examples: Critical Thinking in Psychology Robert J. Sternberg, Henry L.
Roediger III, Diane F. Halpern, 2007 Explores key topics in psychology, showing how they can be
critically examined.
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