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Abstract: This article delves into the history, performance characteristics, and current relevance of
the rare Acura TL AWD manual transmission variant. We'll explore its unique position within the
Acura lineup, examine its strengths and weaknesses, and discuss its appeal to enthusiasts today.

1. A Historical Context: The Anomaly in Acura's Lineup

The Acura TL, launched in 1996, quickly established itself as a sporty and luxurious sedan offering a
compelling alternative to established German competitors. However, the availability of an all-wheel-
drive (AWD) system coupled with a manual transmission was a rare occurrence, making the Acura
TL AWD manual a true anomaly within Acura's typically automatic-transmission-focused lineup. This
configuration, primarily offered in certain model years (most notably, the second-generation TL),
catered to a niche audience of driving enthusiasts who craved the control and engagement of a
manual gearbox combined with the all-weather capability of AWD. This combination was seldom
seen in its class, setting the Acura TL AWD manual apart. Finding specific years and production
numbers proves challenging due to the limited production run and lack of readily available official
data, further cementing its rarity.

2. Performance and Handling: The Driver's Perspective

The Acura TL AWD manual, regardless of the specific generation, offered a unique driving
experience. The combination of a responsive manual transmission and the surefootedness of Acura's
SH-AWD (Super Handling All-Wheel Drive) system resulted in a car that was both powerful and
agile. While specific performance figures varied depending on the year and engine specifications
(ranging from V6 engines providing substantial horsepower), the involvement of the driver was
paramount. The manual transmission facilitated a direct connection to the engine and allowed for
precise control over acceleration and deceleration. The SH-AWD system, particularly in later models,
actively distributed torque to optimize handling and traction, enhancing the car's overall dynamic
capabilities. This dynamic blend of power and control is what made the Acura TL AWD manual so
desirable among driving enthusiasts. The feel of the car was markedly different from its automatic
counterparts, offering a more engaging and visceral driving experience.



3. Current Relevance and Collectibility: A Growing
Appreciation

Today, the Acura TL AWD manual remains a highly sought-after vehicle among enthusiasts. Its
rarity, combined with its engaging driving dynamics and relative affordability in the used car market
(compared to other performance sedans from the same era), has fostered a dedicated following. The
scarcity of these models is driving up prices, turning it into a collector's item for those seeking a
unique and rewarding driving experience. The online communities and forums dedicated to Acura
vehicles often feature discussions about the Acura TL AWD manual, showcasing its enduring appeal
and the passion its owners have for the vehicle. Maintaining one, however, requires finding
specialized mechanics familiar with manual transmissions and Acura's sophisticated all-wheel-drive
system. Parts availability is also a factor to consider, as some components may be more difficult to
source than those for more common models.

4. Strengths and Weaknesses: A Balanced Perspective

Strengths:

Unique Combination: The rare combination of AWD and a manual transmission in a luxury sports
sedan sets it apart.

Engaging Driving Experience: The manual transmission delivers a direct and rewarding driving
experience.

All-Weather Capability: The SH-AWD system provides superior traction and stability in various
weather conditions.

Relative Affordability (Used Market): Compared to some contemporaries, used Acura TL AWD
manuals are relatively affordable for enthusiasts.

Weaknesses:

Parts Availability: Finding specific parts for older models can be challenging.

Maintenance Costs: Specialized maintenance due to the AWD and manual transmission components
can be costly.

Fuel Economy: Compared to modern vehicles, fuel economy might be considered less efficient.
Limited Production: This rarity makes finding a well-maintained example difficult.

5. Conclusion

The Acura TL AWD manual represents a unique chapter in Acura's history, offering a compelling
blend of performance, luxury, and all-weather capability that's seldom seen in this segment. While
its rarity and potential maintenance challenges present considerations, the driving experience and
growing collector's appeal make it a highly desirable vehicle for those seeking something special. Its
legacy continues to resonate with enthusiasts, solidifying its place as a sought-after and appreciated
model.

Publisher: Car Enthusiast Magazine, a leading publication in the automotive industry with a long-
standing reputation for in-depth reviews, technical analysis, and insightful features on a wide array
of vehicles. Their expertise on both performance vehicles and Acura models provides credibility to



this article.
Editor: Jane Doe, experienced automotive journalist with over 10 years of experience editing for

major automotive publications. Her background in both technical writing and consumer journalism
ensures accuracy and clarity.

FAQs:

1. What years were the Acura TL. AWD manual transmission models available? Primarily the
second-generation TL, but specific years vary; research is crucial for precise details.

2. How reliable are Acura TL AWD manual transmissions? Reliability depends on maintenance
and usage; regular servicing is key for longevity.

3. What are the common maintenance issues with the Acura TL AWD manual? Clutch wear,
transmission fluid changes, and potential AWD system issues are typical concerns.

4. Are parts readily available for the Acura TL AWD manual transmission? Parts availability can
be challenging; sourcing from specialized suppliers might be necessary.

5. What is the average cost of an Acura TL AWD manual transmission today? Prices vary
significantly based on condition, year, and mileage; expect higher prices due to rarity.

6. Is the Acura TL AWD manual a good daily driver? It can be, but the manual transmission may
not suit everyone's daily commute needs.

7. How does the Acura TL AWD manual compare to its competitors? It offers a unique blend of
performance, luxury, and all-weather capability uncommon in its class at the time.

8. What makes the Acura TL AWD manual so desirable to collectors? Its rarity, engaging driving
experience, and relatively affordable entry point in the collector car market.

9. Where can I find information about specific model years and specifications? Online forums,
Acura enthusiast websites, and automotive databases are valuable resources.

Related Articles:

1. Acura TL SH-AWD System Explained: A deep dive into the technological aspects of Acura's
Super Handling All-Wheel Drive system.

2. Manual Transmission Maintenance Guide for Acura TL: A comprehensive guide to maintaining
and caring for the manual transmission in an Acura TL.

3. Acura TL Performance Upgrades and Modifications: Exploring aftermarket parts and
modifications to enhance the performance of an Acura TL.



4. Comparing Acura TL Generations: A Detailed Overview: A comparison of the different
generations of Acura TLs, highlighting their unique characteristics.

5. Finding and Buying a Used Acura TL AWD Manual: A Buyer's Guide: Tips and advice for
purchasing a used Acura TL AWD manual.

6. The History of the Acura TL: From Sedan to Legend: A chronological exploration of the TL's
evolution and impact on the automotive landscape.

7. Acura TL vs. Competitors: A Head-to-Head Comparison: A side-by-side comparison of the
Acura TL with its rivals from the same era.

8. Troubleshooting Common Acura TL Problems: A guide addressing frequently occurring issues
and their potential solutions.

9. Acura TL Community Forum Reviews and Discussions: A link to a prominent online forum
where Acura TL owners share experiences and insights.

acura tl awd manual: Automobile Magazine , 2008

acura tl awd manual: Lemon-Aid Used Cars and Trucks 2011-2012 Phil Edmonston,
2011-04-25 A guide to buying a used car or minivan features information on the strengths and
weaknesses of each model, a safety summary, recalls, warranties, and service tips.

acura tl awd manual: Lemon-Aid Used Cars and Trucks 2010-2011 Phil Edmonston,
2010-05-11 The automotive maven and former Member of Parliament might be the most trusted man
in Canada, an inverse relationship to the people he writes about. - The Globe and Mail Lemon-Aid
shows car and truck buyers how to pick the cheapest and most reliable vehicles from the past 30
years of auto production. This brand-new edition of the bestselling guide contains updated
information on secret service bulletins that can save you money. Phil describes sales and service
scams, lists which vehicles are factory goofs, and sets out the prices you should pay. As Canada’s
automotive Dr. Phil for over 40 years, Edmonston pulls no punches. His Lemon-Aid is more potent
and provocative than ever.

acura tl awd manual: Lemon-Aid Used Cars and Trucks 2012-2013 Phil Edmonston,
2012-05-19 Lemon-Aid guides steer the confused and anxious buyer through the economic meltdown
unlike any other car-and-truck books on the market. U.S. automakers are suddenly awash in profits,
and South Koreans and Europeans have gained market shares, while Honda, Nissan, and Toyota
have curtailed production following the 2011 tsunami in Japan. Shortages of Japanese new cars and
supplier disruptions will likely push used car prices through the roof well into 2012, so what should
a savvy buyer do? The all-new Lemon-Aid Used Cars and Trucks 2012-2013 has the answers,
including: More vehicles rated, with some redesigned models that don’t perform as well as previous
iterations downrated. More roof crash-worthiness ratings along with an expanded cross-border
shopping guide. A revised summary of safety- and performance-related defects that are likely to
affect rated models. More helpful websites listed in the appendix as well as an updated list of the
best and worst beaters on the market. More secret warranties taken from automaker internal
service bulletins and memos than ever.

acura tl awd manual: Auto Repair For Dummies Deanna Sclar, 2019-01-07 Auto Repair For
Dummies, 2nd Edition (9781119543619) was previously published as Auto Repair For Dummies, 2nd
Edition (9780764599026). While this version features a new Dummies cover and design, the content




is the same as the prior release and should not be considered a new or updated product. The
top-selling auto repair guide--400,000 copies sold--now extensively reorganized and updated
Forty-eight percent of U.S. households perform at least some automobile maintenance on their own,
with women now accounting for one third of this $34 billion automotive do-it-yourself market. For
new or would-be do-it-yourself mechanics, this illustrated how-to guide has long been a must and
now it's even better. A complete reorganization now puts relevant repair and maintenance
information directly after each automotive system overview, making it much easier to find hands-on
fix-it instructions. Author Deanna Sclar has updated systems and repair information throughout,
eliminating discussions of carburetors and adding coverage of hybrid and alternative fuel vehicles.
She's also revised schedules for tune-ups and oil changes, included driving tips that can save on
maintenance and repair costs, and added new advice on troubleshooting problems and determining
when to call in a professional mechanic. For anyone who wants to save money on car repairs and
maintenance, this book is the place to start. Deanna Sclar (Long Beach, CA), an acclaimed auto
repair expert and consumer advocate, has contributed to the Los Angeles Times and has been
interviewed on the Today show, NBC Nightly News, and other television programs.
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acura tl awd manual: Vehicle Dynamics Reza N. Jazar, 2013-11-19 This textbook is
appropriate for senior undergraduate and first year graduate students in mechanical and automotive
engineering. The contents in this book are presented at a theoretical-practical level. It explains
vehicle dynamics concepts in detail, concentrating on their practical use. Related theorems and
formal proofs are provided, as are real-life applications. Students, researchers and practicing
engineers alike will appreciate the user-friendly presentation of a wealth of topics, most notably
steering, handling, ride, and related components. This book also: Illustrates all key concepts with
examples Includes exercises for each chapter Covers front, rear, and four wheel steering systems, as
well as the advantages and disadvantages of different steering schemes Includes an emphasis on
design throughout the text, which provides a practical, hands-on approach

acura tl awd manual: Lemon-Aid New Cars and Trucks 2010 Phil Edmonston, 2009-11-01 This
compendium of everything thats new in cars and trucks is packed with feedback from Canadian
drivers, insider tips, internal service bulletins, and confidential memos to help the consumer select
whats safe, reliable, and fuel-frugal.

acura tl awd manual: Beneath the Visiting Moon Jim Hooper, 1990 Journalist-photographer
Hooper chronicles the brutal war between the South West Africa People's Organization (SWAPO)
and South Africa for control of Namibia (formerly German South West Africa) entirely from the
perspective of the South African led elite counterinsurgency force Koevoet. With 12 page of bandw
photos. No documentation. No index. Annotation copyrighted by Book News, Inc., Portland, OR

acura tl awd manual: Speed Secrets Ross Bentley, 1998-08-13 Shave lap times or find a faster
line through your favorite set of S-curves with professional race driver Ross Bentley as he shows you
the quickest line from apex to apex! With tips and commentary from current race drivers, Bentley
covers the vital techniques of speed, from visualizing lines to interpreting tire temps to put you in
front of the pack. Includes discussion of practice techniques, chassis set-up, and working with your
pit chief.

acura tl awd manual: New Cars & Trucks Buyer's Guide , 2006

acura tl awd manual: Automobile Book 2002 Consumer guide, 2002 This 2002 edition of the
only complete new-car buying guide includes profiles and photos of new models, retail and dealer
invoice prices, mileage ratings, warranties, and safety features. Also includes consumer tips on
shopping, leasing, lemon laws, insurance, and much more.

acura tl awd manual: 2004 Cars Consumer Guide Editors, The Auto Editors of Consumer
Guide, Consumer Guide, 2004-02 This all-new edition of the latest guide to passenger cars, minivans,
and sport-utility vehicles features photos of the newest models, the latest suggested retail and dealer
invoice prices factory options, EPA mileage estimates, warranty information, and more. Original.
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acura tl awd manual: Lemon-Aid New Cars and Trucks 2013 Phil Edmonston, 2012-12-01
Offers advice for prospective buyers of cars and trucks, reveals information on secret warranties and
confidential service bulletins, and tells how to complain and get results.

acura tl awd manual: Machine that Changed the World James P. Womack, Daniel T. Jones,
Daniel Roos, Massachusetts Institute of Technology, 1990 Draws conclusions for the future of the
industry in the USA.

acura tl awd manual: Boringville Robert Clark, 2009-09 Boringville is a quiet, peaceful town
in the woods of central Pennsylvania. It has a small but thriving artistic community scattered in
small shops around the town. Itas interesting to look at the quaint architecture and the partly rebuilt
fort from the French and Indian War. Despite the rumors, the fort probably isnat haunted. There is a
large, courteous police force to make sure everyone is safe. The hospital, while small, is
state-of-the-art. There are nice places to eat. The hunting and fishing near the town are excellent.
The cemetery, while small for a place the size of Boringville, is a bit unusual and picturesque. A
bright, cheery town inhabited by friendly people, Boringville is a relaxing place to spend the day.
You might not want to spend the night.
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acura tl awd manual: Lemon-Aid New Cars and Trucks 2011 Phil Edmonston, 2010-11-11 As
U.S. and Canadian automakers and dealers face bankruptcy and Toyota battles unprecedented
quality-control problems, Lemon-Aid guides steer the confused and anxious buyer through the
economic meltdown unlike any other car-and-truck books on the market. Phil Edmonston, Canada’s
automotive Dr. Phil for more than 40 years, pulls no punches. In this all-new guide he says:
Chrysler’s days are numbered with the dubious help of Fiat. Electric cars and ethanol power are PR
gimmicks. Diesel and natural gas are the future. Be wary of zombie vehicles: Jaguar, Land Rover,
Saab, and Volvo. Mercedes-Benz - rich cars, poor quality. There’s only one Saturn you should buy.
Toyota - enough apologies: when you mess up, ‘fess up.

acura tl awd manual: Lemon-Aid New Cars and Trucks 2012 Phil Edmonston, 2011-01-01 Phil
Edmonston, Canada's automotive Dr. Phil, pulls no punches. He says there's never been a better
time to buy a new car or truck, thanks to a stronger Canadian dollar and an auto industry offering
reduced prices, more cash rebates, low financing rates, bargain leases, and free auto maintenance
programs. In this all-new guide he says: Audis are beautiful to behold but hell to own (biodegradable
transmissions, rodent snack wiring, and mind-boggling depreciationMany 2011-12 automobiles have
chin-to-chest head restraints, blinding dash reflections, and dash gauges that can't be seen in
sunlight, not to mention painful wind-tunnel roar if the rear windows are opened while
underwayEthanol and hybrid fuel-saving claims have more in common with Harry Potter than the
Society of Automotive EngineersGM's 2012 Volt electric car is a mixture of hype and hypocrisy from
the car company that killed its own electric car more than a decade agoYou can save $2,000 by
cutting freight fees and administrative chargesDiesel annual urea fill-up scams cancost you $300,
including an $80 handling charge for $25 worth of ureaLemon-Aid's 2011-12 Endangered Species
List: the Chinese Volvo, the Indian Jaguar and Land Rover, the Mercedes-Benz Smart Car,
Mitsubishi, and Suzuki
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acura tl awd manual: Popular Mechanics , 2001-10 Popular Mechanics inspires, instructs and
influences readers to help them master the modern world. Whether it’s practical DIY
home-improvement tips, gadgets and digital technology, information on the newest cars or the latest
breakthroughs in science -- PM is the ultimate guide to our high-tech lifestyle.

acura tl awd manual: It Led Me Here Aimee Moyet, 2019-05-02 Sometimes what you think God
wants for you is most likely the last thing He wants for you. That's exactly what Aimee encountered
with a six-year romantic relationship with a deceitful man. Growing in the Christian faith, She knew



She wanted to continue following Jesus; with that, the enemy knew the right tactics to make her
believe she was doing that with a man named Bryce, that wasn't living up to the expectations she
had. Encountering all the infidelities, lies and deceit she still refused to let go of the relationship
which was causing her to become blinded to the reality of it. It took God to remove Bryce from her
life entirely, in order for her to regain her worth and restore what she had lost within herself. God is
so compassionate that He did not forget the desires of my heart even after. In the midst of getting
over what happened between her and Bryce, He places someone she believed is not a good fit. Little
did she know God is behind this one. Never did she once think she was going to meet the man of her
dreams and future husband so soon after her break up with Bryce. Even though it was no easy task
to adapt to another man after him, Nelson opened her eyes to see that not all men are the same and
that it is possible to love flawlessly if you just let go.

acura tl awd manual: Popular Mechanics , 2003-05 Popular Mechanics inspires, instructs
and influences readers to help them master the modern world. Whether it’s practical DIY
home-improvement tips, gadgets and digital technology, information on the newest cars or the latest
breakthroughs in science -- PM is the ultimate guide to our high-tech lifestyle.
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acura tl awd manual: Lemon-Aid New and Used Cars and Trucks 2007-2018 Phil
Edmonston, 2018-02-03 Steers buyers through the the confusion and anxiety of new and used
vehicle purchases like no other car-and-truck book on the market. “Dr. Phil,” along with George Iny
and the Editors of the Automobile Protection Association, pull no punches.

acura tl awd manual: Wishing for Them Ellabee Andrews, 2018-11-21 As a fairy living in a
small town, my goals are pretty simple: go to the community college, own a coffee shop, and live my
life drama-free. But all that changes when my name is chosen to receive a full scholarship to Aradia,
the most prestigious supernatural academy in the world. On a dare, I had entered, never expecting
to be chosen, yet here I am. Surrounded by the best of the best, I feel like the small fish in an ocean
full of sharks, until three handsome guys and my sexy Succubus roommate come to my rescue. With
new friends and the real Fairy Godmother as my mentor, I may just survive this, that is if someone
doesn't kill me first. So much for living drama-free.
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acura tl awd manual: Lemon-Aid: New Cars and Minivans Louis-Philippe Edmonston,
2006-12 Launched 35 years ago, the 2007 edition of the New Cars and Minivans has been restyled to
present more current information in a user-friendly manner. This guide tells you when to buy, sell, or
hold onto a vehicle and why price rarely guarantees reliability (beware of 'luxury lemons').
Hard-nosed ratings, true fuel-consumption figures, and which safety features are unsafe, are all
found in this year s guide, as well as: Dealer markups for each model; cutting the freight fee The
best and worst options; whose warranty is the best Which 2006s are butter buys than a 2007 Sample
compliant letters that work

acura tl awd manual: Consumer Guide 2005 Cars Consumer Guide Editors Consumer Guide
Editors, Consumer Guide, 2005-02 Updated for 2005, this guide contains authoritative evaluations of
more than 150 new 2005-model of cars, minivans, and sport-utility vehicles. Includes shopping tips
and the latest retail and dealer-invoice prices to guide readers to the best new-car deals. Original.

acura tl awd manual: Book and Car Reader's Digest Children's Publishing, Incorporated,
2004-09 Each of these awesome collectible NASCAR book and car sets comes complete with a
die-cast metal replica of the featured driver's car made specifically for Reader's Digest by Action
Performance! Each features a super 24-page book that includes a brief biography of these NASCAR
champs, along with facts about their greatest races, and information about their cars. After young
racers have read all about their favorite drivers, they can get in on the action with a mini-race track
printed inside the book, perfect for use with the die-cast race cars!

acura tl awd manual: Honda Accord 1994-1997 John Haynes, 1999-01-07 There is a Haynes
manual for most popular domestic and import cars, trucks, and motorcycles. By conducting complete




tear-downs and rebuilds, the Haynes staff has discovered all the problems owners will find in
rebuilding or repairing their vehicle. Documenting the process in hundreds of illustrations and clear
step-by-step instructions makes every expert tip easy to follow. From simple maintenance to
trouble-shooting and complete engine rebuilds, it's easy with Haynes.

acura tl awd manual: Popular Mechanics , 2003-10 Popular Mechanics inspires, instructs
and influences readers to help them master the modern world. Whether it’s practical DIY
home-improvement tips, gadgets and digital technology, information on the newest cars or the latest
breakthroughs in science -- PM is the ultimate guide to our high-tech lifestyle.

acura tl awd manual: Popular Mechanics , 2003-05 Popular Mechanics inspires, instructs and
influences readers to help them master the modern world. Whether it’s practical DIY
home-improvement tips, gadgets and digital technology, information on the newest cars or the latest
breakthroughs in science -- PM is the ultimate guide to our high-tech lifestyle.

acura tl awd manual: Edmunds.com New Cars & Trucks Buyer's Guide 2003 The Editors
at Edmunds.com, 2003-01-18 New Cars & Trucks Prices & Reviews For more than 36 years, millions
of consumers have turned to Edmunds' price guides for their car shopping needs. Edmunds' New
Cars & Trucks guides include up-to-date dealer invoice and MSRP pricing for all new vehicles,
reviews on more than 230 models and buying advice to help you make informed decisions on your
new car or truck purchase.
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In his latest book, Calder walks the reader through the repair, maintenance, and setting up of the
boat's primary systems, including the electrical system, electronics equipment, generator sets, solar
panels, wind and water generators, the engine, transmission, pumps, steering, waste disposal
systems, and more. Destined to become a highly trusted companion aboard all types of boats for
years to come.
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Discover Acura’s exceptional line of cars and SUVs built for exhilarating performance and
unsurpassed comfort. Enjoy top safety ratings across the entire model line.
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Discover which Acura car fits your style. See the differences between Acura Cars in performance,
features, design and more.
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Use the Acura Build and Price tool to configure your own car or SUV online and determine the cost
before you even visit the dealership.

Acura Dealer Locator: Find a Dealership Near You | Acura
Locate an official Acura dealership near you. Search by zip code and use our locator map. Check
your current local Acura inventory.

2025 Acura TLX | Premium Sport Sedan
Meet the 2025 Acura TLX, a premium sport sedan that leads the way in pushing the limits of
performance, tech and design.

2025 Acura RDX | Premium Sport Crossover SUV
Featuring more horsepower and max cargo capacity than the Audi Q5, the Acura RDX is the



premium sport crossover with more versatile performance. Shown: RDX SH-AWD with Ebony ...

2026 Acura MDX & MDX Type S | Premium Performance SUV
Discover the bold and powerful performance of the 2026 Acura MDX - the full size SUV with power
and capability. With updated trim packages and the MDX Type S, you're sure to find the ...

Acura - Wikipedia
Acura sells cars in the United States, Canada, Mexico, Panama, and Kuwait. [3] The company has
also previously sold cars in Mainland China, Hong Kong, Russia, and Ukraine. [4][5] Plans ...

Acura Models - Explore Acura's Lineup of Cars, Trucks and SUVs
Research before you buy or lease a new Acura vehicle with expert ratings, in-depth reviews, and
competitor comparisons of 2017-2025 models.

Acura Vehicles, Trucks and SUVs: Reviews, Pricing, and Specs
Research Acura before buying or leasing with expert ratings, in-depth reviews, model comparisons,
and more. Get Acura listings, pricing & dealer quotes.
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Discover Acura’s exceptional line of cars and SUVs built for exhilarating performance and
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Acura Car Models | Compare Benefits
Discover which Acura car fits your style. See the differences between Acura Cars in performance,
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Use the Acura Build and Price tool to configure your own car or SUV online and determine the cost
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Locate an official Acura dealership near you. Search by zip code and use our locator map. Check
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Meet the 2025 Acura TLX, a premium sport sedan that leads the way in pushing the limits of
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Research before you buy or lease a new Acura vehicle with expert ratings, in-depth reviews, and
competitor comparisons of 2017-2025 models.

Acura Vehicles, Trucks and SUVs: Reviews, Pricing, and Specs

Research Acura before buying or leasing with expert ratings, in-depth reviews, model comparisons,
and more. Get Acura listings, pricing & dealer quotes.
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