
acura rsx 5 speed manual transmission

The Acura RSX 5-Speed Manual Transmission: A
Driver's Perspective

Author: Mark Johnson, Certified Automotive Technician with 15 years of experience specializing in
Honda and Acura vehicles, and contributing writer for Motor Trend magazine.

Keywords: Acura RSX 5-speed manual transmission, Acura RSX manual, RSX transmission problems,
RSX manual maintenance, 5-speed manual transmission repair, Acura RSX performance, Acura RSX
reliability, buying a used Acura RSX, Honda K-series engine, short throw shifter.

Summary: This article provides a comprehensive overview of the Acura RSX 5-speed manual
transmission, examining its strengths, weaknesses, common issues, maintenance requirements, and
overall driving experience. It aims to inform potential buyers and current owners about the joys and
challenges of owning an Acura RSX equipped with this popular transmission. The article delves into
the transmission's performance characteristics, maintenance needs, common problems and their
solutions, and finally offers advice on finding and maintaining a reliable Acura RSX 5-speed manual
transmission vehicle.
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Introduction: The Allure of the Acura RSX 5-Speed Manual
Transmission

The Acura RSX, a sporty compact car produced from 2002 to 2006, captured the hearts of many
enthusiasts, particularly those drawn to its engaging 5-speed manual transmission. This
transmission, paired with the responsive Honda K-series engine, provided a driving experience that
was both fun and rewarding. However, like any mechanical component, the Acura RSX 5-speed
manual transmission has its own set of challenges and opportunities. This article will delve into both,
offering a comprehensive guide for anyone considering buying, owning, or maintaining this popular
vehicle.

Performance and Driving Dynamics of the Acura RSX 5-Speed



Manual Transmission

The Acura RSX 5-speed manual transmission is known for its precise shifting action and relatively
short throws, making for an enjoyable and engaging driving experience. The gear ratios are well-
suited to both city driving and spirited acceleration. This transmission contributes significantly to
the car's sporty character, allowing drivers to fully exploit the engine's power and responsiveness.
The relatively light clutch makes maneuvering in traffic easy, while the well-spaced gears provide
ample opportunity for spirited driving. However, some owners report that the clutch can be
somewhat unforgiving, demanding a more refined technique for smoother engagement.

Common Problems and Maintenance of the Acura RSX 5-
Speed Manual Transmission

While generally robust, the Acura RSX 5-speed manual transmission is not immune to problems. One
common issue is synchronizer wear, particularly in higher mileage vehicles. This can manifest as
difficulty shifting smoothly, especially into higher gears. Another potential problem is clutch wear,
particularly with aggressive driving styles. Regular maintenance, including fluid changes at
recommended intervals, is crucial to extending the life of the transmission. Ignoring these intervals
can lead to premature wear and potentially costly repairs. Furthermore, the input shaft bearing can
wear out, causing noise and eventually failure. This should be addressed as soon as possible to
prevent more severe damage to the Acura RSX 5-speed manual transmission.

Repair and Replacement of the Acura RSX 5-Speed Manual
Transmission

Repairing an Acura RSX 5-speed manual transmission can range from relatively simple tasks, such
as replacing the clutch or shifter bushings, to more complex repairs involving synchronizer
replacement or even a complete transmission overhaul. The cost of repairs can vary significantly
depending on the extent of the damage and the labor rates in your area. In some cases, a complete
transmission replacement might be necessary, especially if the damage is too extensive or the cost of
repair exceeds the value of the vehicle. Finding a reputable mechanic experienced with Honda and
Acura vehicles is crucial to ensure proper diagnosis and repair.

Buying a Used Acura RSX with a 5-Speed Manual
Transmission

When buying a used Acura RSX with a 5-speed manual transmission, it's crucial to thoroughly
inspect the vehicle. Pay close attention to the shifting action, looking for any difficulty engaging
gears or unusual noises. A test drive is essential to assess the overall condition of the transmission.
Check the fluid level and condition; discolored or burnt fluid can indicate problems. Additionally,
examine the clutch for any signs of slippage or grabbing. A pre-purchase inspection by a qualified
mechanic is highly recommended to avoid unexpected expenses.

Tuning and Modifications for the Acura RSX 5-Speed Manual



Transmission

While the stock Acura RSX 5-speed manual transmission is already quite capable, some enthusiasts
opt for modifications to improve performance. These can include short-throw shifters, which reduce
the distance the shifter travels between gears, making for quicker and more precise shifts.
Upgraded clutches are also available for those seeking improved performance and durability.
However, it's crucial to choose quality components and have them installed by experienced
mechanics to avoid damaging the transmission.

Conclusion

The Acura RSX 5-speed manual transmission offers a delightful driving experience, combining
precision and engagement. However, like any mechanical component, it requires proper
maintenance and care to ensure longevity. By understanding the common issues, maintenance
needs, and potential repair costs associated with the Acura RSX 5-speed manual transmission,
potential buyers and current owners can make informed decisions and maximize their enjoyment of
this sporty compact car. Regular maintenance and responsible driving habits are key to preventing
problems and ensuring years of reliable performance from your Acura RSX 5-speed manual
transmission.

FAQs

How often should I change the transmission fluid in my Acura RSX 5-speed manual? Every1.
60,000 miles or as recommended in your owner's manual is a good starting point.

What are the signs of a failing Acura RSX 5-speed manual transmission? Difficulty shifting,2.
grinding noises, fluid leaks, and unusual vibrations.

How much does it cost to replace an Acura RSX 5-speed manual transmission? The cost varies3.
greatly depending on location, labor rates, and the need for additional repairs.

Can I perform transmission fluid changes myself? Yes, but it requires some mechanical4.
aptitude and the correct tools. Consult a repair manual for proper procedure.

How long does the Acura RSX 5-speed manual transmission typically last? With proper5.
maintenance, it can last well over 150,000 miles.

What is a short-throw shifter, and is it worth it for my RSX? It reduces shift travel; it's a6.
worthwhile upgrade for enthusiasts who want quicker shifts.

What type of transmission fluid should I use in my Acura RSX 5-speed manual? Consult your7.
owner's manual for the recommended fluid type and specification.

Are there any common issues with the clutch in the Acura RSX manual transmission?8.
Premature wear is possible with aggressive driving or neglect.

Where can I find a reliable mechanic to work on my Acura RSX 5-speed manual transmission?9.



Check online reviews and ask for recommendations from other Acura owners.
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