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Introduction: Defining and Understanding Acts of Political Courage

The phrase "acts of political courage" evokes images of individuals defying powerful forces, risking

their careers, or even their lives, to uphold their principles and serve the greater good. However, the

concept itself is multifaceted and requires careful examination. This article delves into the definition of



acts of political courage, explores its implications for the political industry, and examines its impact on

policy-making and public trust. Understanding the nuances of these acts is crucial in navigating the

complex dynamics of modern politics and fostering a more ethical and responsible political

environment.

What Constitutes an Act of Political Courage?

Acts of political courage are not simply about dissenting opinions or voicing unpopular views. They

involve a conscious decision to act in accordance with one's moral compass, despite facing significant

personal and professional risks. This often entails challenging powerful interests, confronting ingrained

biases, and risking negative consequences such as job loss, social ostracism, or even physical harm.

True acts of political courage are characterized by:

Moral conviction: The action stems from a deeply held belief in a principle or value.

Significant risk: The individual is aware of the potential negative consequences and proceeds despite

them.

Public benefit: The act is ultimately intended to benefit the public or advance a greater good.

Authenticity: The act is genuine and not motivated by self-interest or political opportunism.

Historical Examples of Acts of Political Courage

History is replete with examples of individuals demonstrating acts of political courage. From the

abolitionists who fought against slavery, despite facing fierce opposition and violence, to the civil rights

activists who challenged segregation, these courageous individuals risked everything to achieve a

more just and equitable society. More recently, whistleblowers who expose corruption and wrongdoing

within governmental or corporate structures exemplify acts of political courage. Their actions often

come at a steep personal cost, yet their contributions to transparency and accountability are

immeasurable.



The Implications of Acts of Political Courage for the Political Industry

The lack of acts of political courage significantly impacts the political industry. A climate of fear and

self-preservation can lead to:

Erosion of public trust: When politicians prioritize self-interest over public good, it undermines public

trust in institutions and governance.

Policy paralysis: The absence of courageous leadership can result in the inability to address pressing

social and economic issues effectively.

Increased political polarization: A lack of willingness to compromise or engage in meaningful dialogue

contributes to deeper societal divisions.

Rise of corruption: When politicians are unwilling to challenge corruption, it thrives, leading to

inequitable distribution of resources and diminished accountability.

Conversely, demonstrating acts of political courage can lead to:

Increased public trust: When politicians demonstrate integrity and commitment to the public good, it

strengthens public trust and engagement in the democratic process.

Effective policy-making: Courageous leaders can overcome obstacles and achieve meaningful

progress on critical issues.

Reduced political polarization: Acts of courage can help bridge divides and foster consensus-building.

Greater accountability: When individuals are willing to hold power accountable, it reduces corruption

and increases transparency.

Fostering a Culture of Political Courage

Cultivating a culture of political courage requires a multi-pronged approach. This includes:

Promoting ethical leadership training: Instilling ethical principles and decision-making frameworks in



future leaders is crucial.

Protecting whistleblowers: Providing legal and institutional support for individuals who expose

wrongdoing is vital.

Encouraging open dialogue and dissent: Creating spaces where individuals can freely express

dissenting views without fear of reprisal is essential.

Strengthening democratic institutions: Robust institutions that promote transparency, accountability,

and the rule of law are critical.

Conclusion

Acts of political courage are essential for a healthy and functioning democracy. They are not merely

heroic gestures; they are fundamental to achieving just and equitable societies. By understanding the

implications of these acts, promoting ethical leadership, and fostering a culture of transparency and

accountability, we can strengthen democratic institutions and build a more just and responsible world.

The absence of acts of political courage leaves a vacuum filled by cynicism and distrust; their

presence fosters hope and empowers positive change.

FAQs

What distinguishes political courage from mere dissent? Political courage involves significant1.

personal risk and a clear intention to serve the public good, whereas dissent may be less risky

and motivated by other factors.

Can acts of political courage be self-serving? While genuine acts are selfless, some actions1.

might appear courageous but be driven by personal ambition or ulterior motives.



How can we identify true acts of political courage? Analyze the context, the risks involved, the1.

individual's motivations, and the ultimate outcome for the public good.

Are there cultural differences in the expression of political courage? Yes, cultural norms and1.

values influence how political courage is expressed and perceived.

What role does the media play in promoting or hindering acts of political courage? The media1.

can either amplify courageous acts or silence them, depending on its bias and editorial choices.

How can citizens encourage acts of political courage from their elected officials? Through active1.

engagement, advocacy, and holding officials accountable for their actions.

Is there a correlation between political courage and effective leadership? Generally, yes, as1.

courageous leaders are better equipped to tackle difficult issues and inspire change.

How can we protect individuals who demonstrate political courage from retaliation? Through1.

legislation, institutional reforms, and public support.



Can acts of political courage be taught or are they innate qualities? Both innate qualities and1.

learned behaviors contribute to the capacity for political courage.

Related Articles

"The Price of Courage: Whistleblowers and the Pursuit of Truth": Explores the personal1.

sacrifices made by whistleblowers and the impact of their actions.

"Moral Leadership in Times of Crisis": Examines how ethical decision-making under pressure1.

defines acts of political courage.

"Civil Disobedience and the Struggle for Justice": Analyzes historical examples of civil1.

disobedience as forms of political courage.

"The Psychology of Political Courage: Fear, Risk, and Moral Conviction": delves into the1.

psychological factors driving courageous political actions.

"Political Courage and the Media: A Complex Relationship": Explores the interplay between1.

media coverage and the promotion of political courage.



"Building a Culture of Integrity in Government": Discusses strategies to foster ethical leadership1.

and reduce corruption.

"The Role of Institutions in Protecting Whistleblowers": Examines institutional mechanisms for1.

protecting individuals who expose wrongdoing.

"Political Courage in a Polarized World": Explores the challenges of demonstrating courage in a1.

deeply divided society.

"Case Studies in Political Courage: Lessons from History": Offers specific examples of1.

courageous political actions and their implications.

  acts of political courage: Profiles in Courage John Fitzgerald Kennedy, 1992
  acts of political courage: Presidential Courage Michael R. Beschloss, 2008-02-05 From the
author Newsweek called the nations leading presidential historian comes an inspiring narrative
chronicling the crucial moments when a courageous president has dramatically changed the future
of the United States. of full-color photos.
  acts of political courage: Small Acts of Resistance Steve Crawshaw, John Jackson, 2010-10-13
Remarkable, mischievous, inspiring—the eighty-odd stories in Small Acts of Resistance bring hidden
histories to life. The courage of the people in these stories is breathtaking. So, too, is the impact and
imagination of their actions.These mostly little known stories—including those written from
eyewitness experience of the events and situations described—reveal the role ordinary people have
played in achieving extraordinary change. “In the real world, it will never happen,” the skeptics love



to tell us. As this book so vividly shows, the skeptics have repeatedly been proven wrong.Stories in
this include how:· Strollers, toilet paper, and illegal ketchup helped end forty years of one-party
Communist rule· Dogs (and what they wore) helped protestors humiliate a murderous regime·
Internet videos about cuddly animals infuriated a repressive government which tried—and failed—to
ban the craze· Football crowds found ways of singing the national anthem so as to defy a junta of
torturers, now in jail· Women successfully put pressure on warlords to end one of Africa’s bloodiest
wars· The singing of old folksongs hastened the collapse of an empire sustained by tanksIf you think
individuals are powerless to change the world, read this remarkable book and you’ll surely change
your mind.
  acts of political courage: On War Carl von Clausewitz, 1908
  acts of political courage: Healing the Heart of Democracy Parker J. Palmer, 2014-07-31 Hope
for American democracy in an era of deep divisions In Healing the Heart of Democracy, Parker J.
Palmer quickens our instinct to seek the common good and gives us the tools to do it. This timely,
courageous and practical work—intensely personal as well as political—is not about them, those
people in Washington D.C., or in our state capitals, on whom we blame our political problems. It's
about us, We the People, and what we can do in everyday settings like families, neighborhoods,
classrooms, congregations and workplaces to resist divide-and-conquer politics and restore a
government of the people, by the people, for the people. In the same compelling, inspiring prose that
has made him a bestselling author, Palmer explores five habits of the heart that can help us restore
democracy's foundations as we nurture them in ourselves and each other: An understanding that we
are all in this together An appreciation of the value of otherness An ability to hold tension in
life-giving ways A sense of personal voice and agency A capacity to create community Healing the
Heart of Democracy is an eloquent and empowering call for We the People to reclaim our
democracy. The online journal Democracy & Education called it one of the most important books of
the early 21st Century. And Publishers Weekly, in a Starred Review, said This beautifully written
book deserves a wide audience that will benefit from discussing it.
  acts of political courage: Mutiny on the Amistad Howard Jones, 1997-11-20 This volume
presents the first full-scale treatment of the only instance in history where African blacks, seized by
slave dealers, won their freedom and returned home. Jones describes how, in 1839, Joseph Cinqué
led a revolt on the Spanish slave ship, the Amistad, in the Caribbean. The seizure of the ship by an
American naval vessel near Montauk, Long Island, the arrest of the Africans in Connecticut, and the
Spanish protest against the violation of their property rights created an international controversy.
The Amistad affair united Lewis Tappan and other abolitionists who put the law of nature on trial in
the United States by their refusal to accept a legal system that claimed to dispense justice while
permitting artificial distinctions based on race or color. The mutiny resulted in a trial before the U.S.
Supreme Court that pitted former President John Quincy Adams against the federal government.
Jones vividly recaptures this compelling drama--the most famous slavery case before Dred
Scott--that climaxed in the court's ruling to free the captives and allow them to return to Africa.
  acts of political courage: Be Strong and of Good Courage Dennis Ross, David Makovsky,
2019-09-03 Modern Israel's founding fathers provided some of the boldest and most principled
leadership of any nation--now Israel needs their example more than ever. Modern Israel's founding
fathers provided some of the boldest and most principled leadership of any nation. Now Israel needs
their example more than ever.At a time when the political destiny of Israel is more uncertain than at
any moment since its modern founding, Be Strong and of Good Courage celebrates the defining
generation of leaders who took on the task of safeguarding the country's future. David Ben-Gurion,
Menachem Begin, Yitzhak Rabin, and Ariel Sharon were all present at the creation of the new nation
in 1948. Over the next sixty years, each experienced moments when the country's existence was
directly imperiled. In those moments, Israel needed extraordinary acts of leadership and strategic
judgment to secure its future, and these leaders rose to the occasion. The strength they showed
allowed them to prevail. Today, Israel may be on the verge of sacrificing the essential character that
its greatest citizens fought to secure. This is the story of that epic struggle.



  acts of political courage: Cowardice Chris Walsh, 2014-09-28 A provocative look at how
cowardice has been understood from ancient times to the present Coward. It's a grave insult, likely
to provoke anger, shame, even violence. But what exactly is cowardice? When terrorists are called
cowards, does it mean the same as when the term is applied to soldiers? And what, if anything, does
cowardice have to do with the rest of us? Bringing together sources from court-martial cases to
literary and film classics such as Dante's Inferno, The Red Badge of Courage, and The Thin Red Line,
Cowardice recounts the great harm that both cowards and the fear of seeming cowardly have done,
and traces the idea of cowardice’s power to its evolutionary roots. But Chris Walsh also shows that
this power has faded, most dramatically on the battlefield. Misconduct that earlier might have been
punished as cowardice has more recently often been treated medically, as an adverse reaction to
trauma, and Walsh explores a parallel therapeutic shift that reaches beyond war, into the realms of
politics, crime, philosophy, religion, and love. Yet, as Walsh indicates, the therapeutic has not
altogether triumphed—contempt for cowardice endures, and he argues that such contempt can be a
good thing. Courage attracts much more of our attention, but rigorously understanding cowardice
may be more morally useful, for it requires us to think critically about our duties and our fears, and
it helps us to act ethically when fear and duty conflict. Richly illustrated and filled with fascinating
stories and insights, Cowardice is the first sustained analysis of a neglected but profound and
pervasive feature of human experience.
  acts of political courage: The Lessons of Tragedy Hal Brands, Charles Edel, 2019-02-26 A
“brilliant” examination of American complacency and how it puts the nation’s—and the
world’s—security at risk (The Wall Street Journal). The ancient Greeks hard-wired a tragic sensibility
into their culture. By looking disaster squarely in the face, by understanding just how badly things
could spiral out of control, they sought to create a communal sense of responsibility and courage—to
spur citizens and their leaders to take the difficult actions necessary to avert such a fate. Today,
after more than seventy years of great-power peace and a quarter-century of unrivaled global
leadership, Americans have lost their sense of tragedy. They have forgotten that the descent into
violence and war has been all too common throughout human history. This amnesia has become
most pronounced just as Americans and the global order they created are coming under graver
threat than at any time in decades. In a forceful argument that brims with historical sensibility and
policy insights, two distinguished historians argue that a tragic sensibility is necessary if America
and its allies are to address the dangers that menace the international order today. Tragedy may be
commonplace, Brands and Edel argue, but it is not inevitable—so long as we regain an appreciation
of the world’s tragic nature before it is too late. “Literate and lucid—sure to interest to readers of
Fukuyama, Huntington, and similar authors as well as students of modern realpolitik.” —Kirkus
Reviews
  acts of political courage: Collective Courage Jessica Gordon Nembhard, 2015-06-13 In
Collective Courage, Jessica Gordon Nembhard chronicles African American cooperative business
ownership and its place in the movements for Black civil rights and economic equality. Not since W.
E. B. Du Bois’s 1907 Economic Co-operation Among Negro Americans has there been a full-length,
nationwide study of African American cooperatives. Collective Courage extends that story into the
twenty-first century. Many of the players are well known in the history of the African American
experience: Du Bois, A. Philip Randolph and the Ladies' Auxiliary to the Brotherhood of Sleeping Car
Porters, Nannie Helen Burroughs, Fannie Lou Hamer, Ella Jo Baker, George Schuyler and the Young
Negroes’ Co-operative League, the Nation of Islam, and the Black Panther Party. Adding the
cooperative movement to Black history results in a retelling of the African American experience,
with an increased understanding of African American collective economic agency and grassroots
economic organizing. To tell the story, Gordon Nembhard uses a variety of newspapers, period
magazines, and journals; co-ops’ articles of incorporation, minutes from annual meetings,
newsletters, budgets, and income statements; and scholarly books, memoirs, and biographies. These
sources reveal the achievements and challenges of Black co-ops, collective economic action, and
social entrepreneurship. Gordon Nembhard finds that African Americans, as well as other people of



color and low-income people, have benefitted greatly from cooperative ownership and democratic
economic participation throughout the nation’s history.
  acts of political courage: Confronting Aristotle's Ethics Eugene Garver, 2010-10 What is the
good life? Posing this question today would likely elicit very different answers. Some might say that
the good life means doing good - improving one's community and the lives of others. Others might
respond that it means doing well - cultivating one's own abilities in a meaningful way. But for
Aristotle these two distinct ideas - doi...
  acts of political courage: Acts of Courage Carol Rocamora, 2005 While most books about
Vaclav Havel are concerned with his role as dissident, activist, and then president of the Czech
Republic, Rocamora's (New York University's Tisch School of the Arts) examines Havel's life as a
playwright. She tells his story chronologically, from childhood in the 1940s, through presidency in
the early 2000s, and addresses his work in theater in great detail, along with his relationships with
other writers, and his legacy as a playwright. The book includes a chronology of plays, and
photographs of productions. Annotation : 2004 Book News, Inc., Portland, OR (booknews.com).
  acts of political courage: Pedagogy of Freedom Paulo Freire, 2000-12-13 This book displays
the striking creativity and profound insight that characterized Freire's work to the very end of his
life-an uplifting and provocative exploration not only for educators, but also for all that learn and
live.
  acts of political courage: The Courage for Civil Repair Carlo Tognato, Bernadette Nadya
Jaworsky, Jeffrey C. Alexander, 2020-07-04 This original, scholarly collection of essays investigates
the intersections of large-scale international migration and solidarity-building. Unpacking how civil
courage occurs, under what forms, and what sustains it, Carlo Tognato, Bernadette Nadya Jaworsky,
and Jeffrey C. Alexander bring together authors to explore a new theory of the exemplary individual
or collective in the recent age of “migration crises”—actors who stand against injuries or injustices
toward migrants, even when it is costly or risky in a context of hostility or indifference. A resource
for those interested in the triggers and safeguards of democracy and civil society, and for scholars
and practitioners alike, this volume offers empirical case studies from the US, Europe, Australia, and
Latin America of cross-group solidarity efforts.
  acts of political courage: Act of Justice Burrus M. Carnahan, 2007-09-21 In his first
inaugural address, Abraham Lincoln declared that as president he would have no lawful right to
interfere with the institution of slavery. Yet less than two years later, he issued a proclamation
intended to free all slaves throughout the Confederate states. When critics challenged the
constitutional soundness of the act, Lincoln pointed to the international laws and usages of war as
the legal basis for his Proclamation, asserting that the Constitution invested the president with the
law of war in time of war. As the Civil War intensified, the Lincoln administration slowly and
reluctantly accorded full belligerent rights to the Confederacy under the law of war. This included
designating a prisoner of war status for captives, honoring flags of truce, and negotiating formal
agreements for the exchange of prisoners -- practices that laid the intellectual foundations for
emancipation. Once the United States allowed Confederates all the privileges of belligerents under
international law, it followed that they should also suffer the disadvantages, including trial by
military courts, seizure of property, and eventually the emancipation of slaves. Even after the
Lincoln administration decided to apply the law of war, it was unclear whether state and federal
courts would agree. After careful analysis, author Burrus M. Carnahan concludes that if the courts
had decided that the proclamation was not justified, the result would have been the personal legal
liability of thousands of Union officers to aggrieved slave owners. This argument offers further
support to the notion that Lincoln's delay in issuing the Emancipation Proclamation was an exercise
of political prudence, not a personal reluctance to free the slaves. In Act of Justice, Carnahan
contends that Lincoln was no reluctant emancipator; he wrote a truly radical document that treated
Confederate slaves as an oppressed people rather than merely as enemy property. In this respect,
Lincoln's proclamation anticipated the psychological warfare tactics of the twentieth and twenty-first
centuries. Carnahan's exploration of the president's war powers illuminates the origins of early



debates about war powers and the Constitution and their link to international law.
  acts of political courage: Enquiry Concerning Political Justice, and Its Influence on
Morals and Happiness William Godwin, 1798
  acts of political courage: Why Courage Matters John McCain, Mark Salter, 2004-04-13 NEW
YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • In this inspiring meditation on courage, Senator John McCain shares
his most cherished stories of ordinary individuals who have risked everything to defend the people
and principles they hold most dear. “We are taught to understand, correctly, that courage is not the
absence of fear but the capacity for action despite our fears,” McCain reminds us, as a way of
introducing the stories of figures both famous and obscure that he finds most compelling—from the
Nobel Peace Prize laureate Aung San Suu Kyi to Sgt. Roy Benavidez, who ignored his own well-being
to rescue eight of his men from an ambush in the Vietnam jungle; from 1960s civil rights leader John
Lewis, who wrote, “When I care about something, I’m prepared to take the long, hard road,” to
Hannah Senesh, who, in protecting her comrades in the Hungarian resistance against Hitler’s SS,
chose a martyr’s death over a despot’s mercy. These are some of the examples McCain turns to for
inspiration and offers to others to help them summon the resolve to be both good and great. He
explains the value of courage in both everyday actions and extraordinary feats. We learn why moral
principles and physical courage are often not distinct quantities but two sides of the same coin. Most
of all, readers discover how sometimes simply setting the right example can be the ultimate act of
courage. Written by one of our most respected public figures, Why Courage Matters is that rare
book with a message both timely and timeless. This is a work for anyone seeking to understand how
the mystery and gift of courage can empower us and change our lives. Praise for Why Courage
Matters “[John] McCain the man remains one of the most inspiring public figures of his
generation.”—The Washington Post Book World “Thrilling . . . John McCain’s profiles in courage
offer inspiration. . . . A marvelous collection of stories featuring honest-to-God heroes.”—Fort Worth
Star-Telegram “Extraordinary . . . McCain proves how courage can change lives and improve the
world.”—New York Daily News “[McCain] is open and candid, a refuge from spin and
arrogance.”—The Washington Post “Wise words from a man who personifies courage.”—The Sunday
Oklahoman
  acts of political courage: Why We Act Catherine A. Sanderson, 2020-04-07 A Washington
Post Book of the Year “Makes a powerful argument for building, as early as possible, the ability to
stand up for what's right in the face of peer pressure, corrupt authority, and even family apathy.”
—Psychology Today Why do so few of us intervene when we’re needed—and what would it take to
make us step up? We are bombarded every day by reports of bad behavior, from the school yard to
the boardroom to the halls of Congress. It’s tempting to blame bad acts on bad people, but
sometimes good people do bad things. A social psychologist who has done pioneering research on
student behavior on college campuses, Catherine Sanderson points to many ways in which our faulty
assumptions about what other people think can paralyze us. Moral courage, it turns out, is not
innate. But you can train yourself to stand up for what you believe in, and even small acts can make
a big difference. Inspiring and potentially life transforming, Why We Act reveals that while the urge
to do nothing is deeply ingrained, even the most hesitant would-be bystander can learn to be a moral
rebel. “From bullying on the playground to sexual harassment in the workplace, perfectly nice
people often do perfectly awful things. But why? In this thoughtful and beautifully written book,
Sanderson shows how basic principles of social psychology explain such behavior—and how they can
be used to change it. A smart and practical guide to becoming a better and braver version of
ourselves.” —Daniel Gilbert, author of Stumbling on Happiness “Encouraged me to persevere
through many moments when it felt far easier to stop trying.” —Washington Post “Points to steps all
of us can take to become ‘moral rebels’ whose voices can change society for the better.” —Walter V.
Robinson, former editor of the Boston Globe’s Spotlight Team “Sanderson offers sound advice on
how we can become better at doing what we know is right.” —George Conway, cofounder of The
Lincoln Project
  acts of political courage: The Book of Gutsy Women Hillary Rodham Clinton, Chelsea Clinton,



2019-10-01 Now an eight-part docuseries on Apple TV+ Hillary Rodham Clinton and her daughter,
Chelsea, share the stories of the gutsy women who have inspired them—women with the courage to
stand up to the status quo, ask hard questions, and get the job done. She couldn’t have been more
than seven or eight years old. “Go ahead, ask your question,” her father urged, nudging her forward.
She smiled shyly and said, “You’re my hero. Who’s yours?” Many people—especially girls—have
asked us that same question over the years. It’s one of our favorite topics. HILLARY: Growing up, I
knew hardly any women who worked outside the home. So I looked to my mother, my teachers, and
the pages of Life magazine for inspiration. After learning that Amelia Earhart kept a scrapbook with
newspaper articles about successful women in male-dominated jobs, I started a scrapbook of my
own. Long after I stopped clipping articles, I continued to seek out stories of women who seemed to
be redefining what was possible. CHELSEA: This book is the continuation of a conversation the two
of us have been having since I was little. For me, too, my mom was a hero; so were my
grandmothers. My early teachers were also women. But I grew up in a world very different from
theirs. My pediatrician was a woman, and so was the first mayor of Little Rock who I remember from
my childhood. Most of my close friends’ moms worked outside the home as nurses, doctors,
teachers, professors, and in business. And women were going into space and breaking records here
on Earth. Ensuring the rights and opportunities of women and girls remains a big piece of the
unfinished business of the twenty-first century. While there’s a lot of work to do, we know that
throughout history and around the globe women have overcome the toughest resistance imaginable
to win victories that have made progress possible for all of us. That is the achievement of each of the
women in this book. So how did they do it? The answers are as unique as the women themselves.
Civil rights activist Dorothy Height, LGBTQ trailblazer Edie Windsor, and swimmer Diana Nyad kept
pushing forward, no matter what. Writers like Rachel Carson and Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie named
something no one had dared talk about before. Historian Mary Beard used wit to open doors that
were once closed, and Wangari Maathai, who sparked a movement to plant trees, understood the
power of role modeling. Harriet Tubman and Malala Yousafzai looked fear in the face and
persevered. Nearly every single one of these women was fiercely optimistic—they had faith that
their actions could make a difference. And they were right. To us, they are all gutsy women—leaders
with the courage to stand up to the status quo, ask hard questions, and get the job done. So in the
moments when the long haul seems awfully long, we hope you will draw strength from these stories.
We do. Because if history shows one thing, it’s that the world needs gutsy women.
  acts of political courage: Hope in the Dark Rebecca Solnit, 2016-05-14 “[A] landmark book .
. . Solnit illustrates how the uprisings that begin on the streets can upend the status quo and topple
authoritarian regimes” (Vice). A book as powerful and influential as Rebecca Solnit’s Men Explain
Things to Me, her Hope in the Dark was written to counter the despair of activists at a moment when
they were focused on their losses and had turned their back to the victories behind them—and the
unimaginable changes soon to come. In it, she makes a radical case for hope as a commitment to act
in a world whose future remains uncertain and unknowable. Drawing on her decades of activism and
a wide reading of environmental, cultural, and political history, Solnit argues that radicals have a
long, neglected history of transformative victories, that the positive consequences of our acts are not
always immediately seen, directly knowable, or even measurable, and that pessimism and despair
rest on an unwarranted confidence about what is going to happen next. Now, with a moving new
introduction explaining how the book came about and a new afterword that helps teach us how to
hope and act in our unnerving world, she brings a new illumination to the darkness of our times in
an unforgettable new edition of this classic book. “One of the best books of the 21st century.” —The
Guardian “No writer has better understood the mix of fear and possibility, peril and exuberance
that’s marked this new millennium.” —Bill McKibben, New York Times–bestselling author of Falter
“An elegant reminder that activist victories are easily forgotten, and that they often come in
extremely unexpected, roundabout ways.” —The New Yorker
  acts of political courage: It's Up to the Women Eleanor Roosevelt, 2017-04-11 Eleanor
Roosevelt never wanted her husband to run for president. When he won, she . . . went on a national



tour to crusade on behalf of women. She wrote a regular newspaper column. She became a
champion of women's rights and of civil rights. And she decided to write a book. -- Jill Lepore, from
the Introduction Women, whether subtly or vociferously, have always been a tremendous power in
the destiny of the world, Eleanor Roosevelt wrote in It's Up to the Women, her book of advice to
women of all ages on every aspect of life. Written at the height of the Great Depression, she called
on women particularly to do their part -- cutting costs where needed, spending reasonably, and
taking personal responsibility for keeping the economy going. Whether it's the recommendation that
working women take time for themselves in order to fully enjoy time spent with their families,
recipes for cheap but wholesome home-cooked meals, or America's obligation to women as they take
a leading role in the new social order, many of the opinions expressed here are as fresh as if they
were written today.
  acts of political courage: Courage in the Democratic Polis Ryan Krieger Balot, 2014 Brings
together political theory, classical history, and ancient philosophy in order to reinterpret courage as
a specifically democratic value, linked to ideals such as freedom, equality, and rationality, and with
implications for the conduct of war, gender relations, and citizens' self-image as democrats.
  acts of political courage: Good People in an Evil Time Svetlana Broz, 2020-09-22 In the 1990s
Svetlana Broz, granddaughter of former Yugoslav head of state Marshal Tito, volunteered her
services as a physician in war-torn Bosnia. She discovered that her patients were not only in need of
medical care, but that they urgently had a story to tell, a story suppressed by nationalist politicians
and the mainstream media. What Broz heard compelled her to devote herself over the next several
years to the collection of firsthand testimonies from the war. These testimonies show that ordinary
people can and do resist the murderous ideology of genocide even under the most terrible historical
circumstances. We are introduced to Mile Plakalovic, a magnificent humanist, who drove his taxi
through the streets of Sarajevo, picking the wounded up off the sidewalk and delivering food and
clothing to young and old, even when the bombing was at its worst. We meet Velimir Milosevic, poet,
who traveled with an actor and entertained children as they hid in basements to avoid the bombing
and gunfire, and we hear the stories of countless others who put themselves in grave danger to help
others, regardless of ethnic background. Faced with a world in which unspeakable crimes not only
went unpunished but were rewarded with glory, profit, and power, the Bosnians of all faiths who
testify in this book were starkly confronted with the limits and possibilities of their own ethical
choices. Here, in their own words they describe how people helped one another across ethnic lines
and refused the myths promoted by the engineers of genocide. This book refutes the stereotype of
inevitable natural enmities in the Balkans and reveals the responsibility of individual actions and
political manipulations for the genocide; it is a searing portrait of the experience of war as well as a
provocative study of the possibilities of resistance and solidarity. The testimonies reverberate far
beyond the frontiers of the former Yugoslavia. This compelling book is essential reading for anyone
who wants to understand the reality on the ground of the ethnic conflicts of the late twentieth and
the twenty-first centuries.
  acts of political courage: Character Chris Wallace, 2004 Presents a detailed account of
sixteen crises in American history, the responses of the men who were President at the time, and the
influence that their decisions and actions had on the subsequent course of American history.
  acts of political courage: Principles of Politics Applicable to All Governments Benjamin
Constant, 2003 Benjamin Constant (1767-1830) was born in Switzerland and became one of France's
leading writers, as well as a journalist, philosopher, and politician. His colourful life included a
formative stay at the University of Edinburgh; service at the court of Brunswick, Germany; election
to the French Tribunate; and initial opposition and subsequent support for Napoleon, even the
drafting of a constitution for the Hundred Days. Constant wrote many books, essays, and pamphlets.
His deepest conviction was that reform is hugely superior to revolution, both morally and politically.
While Constant's fluid, dynamic style and lofty eloquence do not always make for easy reading, his
text forms a coherent whole, and in his translation Dennis O'Keeffe has focused on retaining the
'general elegance and subtle rhetoric' of the original. Sir Isaiah Berlin called Constant 'the most



eloquent of all defenders of freedom and privacy' and believed to him we owe the notion of 'negative
liberty', that is, what Biancamaria Fontana describes as the protection of individual experience and
choices from external interferences and constraints. To Constant it was relatively unimportant
whether liberty was ultimately grounded in religion or metaphysics -- what mattered were the
practical guarantees of practical freedom -- autonomy in all those aspects of life that could cause no
harm to others or to society as a whole. This translation is based on Etienne Hofmann's critical
edition of Principes de politique (1980), complete with Constant's additions to the original work.
  acts of political courage: Profiles in Courage for Our Time Caroline Kennedy, 2002 Profiles
the recipients of the Profiles in Courage Award, established by the Kennedys in 1989 to honor
courageous public service.
  acts of political courage: The Politics Aristotle, 1981-09-17 Twenty-three centuries after its
compilation, 'The Politics' still has much to contribute to this central question of political science.
Aristotle's thorough and carefully argued analysis is based on a study of over 150 city constitutions,
covering a huge range of political issues in order to establish which types of constitution are best -
both ideally and in particular circumstances - and how they may be maintained. Aristotle's opinions
form an essential background to the thinking of philosophers such as Thomas Aquinas, Machiavelli
and Jean Bodin and both his premises and arguments raise questions that are as relevant to modern
society as they were to the ancient world.
  acts of political courage: Politicians Bruce K. Chapman, 2018-04-12 Americans love to trash
their politicians as corrupt and self-interested, but they don't agree on a solution. How can America
attract good leaders to the thousands of elective offices in the land? In Politicians: The Worst Kind of
People to Run the Government, Except for All the Others, Bruce Chapman lays out a bold plan for
the changes we need to make in our public life if we are serious about enabling worthy leaders to
emerge and to succeed. Drawing on history as well as his own extensive experience in politics and
public policy, Chapman challenges the conventional wisdom about politicians, arguing that their
chief rivals-the media, bureaucrats, college professors, and even political reform groups-are often
sources of further political demoralization rather than renewal. Republicans and Democrats alike,
conservatives and liberals, have a stake in responding to the stirring and provocative challenge
raised by this book.
  acts of political courage: Perilous Times Geoffrey R. Stone, 2004 Geoffrey Stone's Perilous
Times incisively investigates how the First Amendment and other civil liberties have been
compromised in America during wartime. Stone delineates the consistent suppression of free speech
in six historical periods from the Sedition Act of 1798 to the Vietnam War, and ends with a coda that
examines the state of civil liberties in the Bush era. Full of fresh legal and historical insight, Perilous
Times magisterially presents a dramatic cast of characters who influenced the course of history over
a two-hundred-year period: from the presidents—Adams, Lincoln, Wilson, Roosevelt, and Nixon—to
the Supreme Court justices—Taney, Holmes, Brandeis, Black, and Warren—to the
resisters—Clement Vallandingham, Emma Goldman, Fred Korematsu, and David Dellinger. Filled
with dozens of rare photographs, posters, and historical illustrations, Perilous Times is resonant in
its call for a new approach in our response to grave crises.
  acts of political courage: Don't Buy Another Vote, I Won't Pay for a Landslide Allen H.
Loughry, 2006 Allen Loughry's meticulously documented book on the bribe-soaked history of West
Virginia is sordid, spellbinding, and mortifying but ultimately uplifting in the author's conviction that
real change in West Virginia is practical and possible. The book is filled with not only outrage but
common sense and an attitude that the reader comes to recognize as a patriotic love of this wild,
wonderful and deeply corrupt state. Loughry has written an indispensable and irreplaceable
book.--Book Jacket.
  acts of political courage: Why England Slept John F. Kennedy, 2016-04-04 Originally
published in 1940, Why England Slept was written by then-Harvard student and future American
president John F. Kennedy. It was Kennedy's senior thesis that analyzed the tremendous
miscalculations of the British leaders in facing Germany on the advent of World War II, and in doing



so, also addressed the challenges that democracies face when confronted directly with fascist states.
In Why England Slept, at the book's core, John F. Kennedy asks: Why was England so poorly
prepared for the war? He provides a comprehensive analysis of the tremendous miscalculations of
the British leadership when it came to dealing with Germany and leads readers into considering
other questions: Was the poor state of the British army the reason Chamberlain capitulated at
Munich, or were there other, less-obvious elements at work that allowed this to happen? Kennedy
also looks at similarities to America's position of unpreparedness and makes astute observations
about the implications involved. This re-publication of the classic book contains excerpts from the
foreword to the 1940 original edition by Henry R. Luce, an American magazine magnate during that
era; the foreword to the 1961 edition, also written by Luce; and a new foreword by Stephen C.
Schlesinger, written in 2015.
  acts of political courage: The Things They Carried Tim O'Brien, 2009-10-13 A classic work
of American literature that has not stopped changing minds and lives since it burst onto the literary
scene, The Things They Carried is a ground-breaking meditation on war, memory, imagination, and
the redemptive power of storytelling. The Things They Carried depicts the men of Alpha Company:
Jimmy Cross, Henry Dobbins, Rat Kiley, Mitchell Sanders, Norman Bowker, Kiowa, and the
character Tim O’Brien, who has survived his tour in Vietnam to become a father and writer at the
age of forty-three. Taught everywhere—from high school classrooms to graduate seminars in
creative writing—it has become required reading for any American and continues to challenge
readers in their perceptions of fact and fiction, war and peace, courage and fear and longing. The
Things They Carried won France's prestigious Prix du Meilleur Livre Etranger and the Chicago
Tribune Heartland Prize; it was also a finalist for the Pulitzer Prize and the National Book Critics
Circle Award.
  acts of political courage: Plantation Politics and Campus Rebellions Bianca C. Williams, Dian
D. Squire, Frank A. Tuitt, 2021-03-01 Plantation Politics and Campus Rebellions provides a
multidisciplinary exploration of the contemporary university's entanglement with the history of
slavery and settler colonialism in the United States. Inspired by more than a hundred student-led
protests during the Movement for Black Lives, contributors examine how campus rebellions—and
university responses to them—expose the racialized inequities at the core of higher education.
Plantation politics are embedded in the everyday workings of universities—in not only the physical
structures and spaces of academic institutions, but in its recruitment and attainment strategies,
hiring practices, curriculum, and notions of sociality, safety, and community. The book is comprised
of three sections that highlight how white supremacy shapes campus communities and classrooms;
how current diversity and inclusion initiatives perpetuate inequality; and how students, staff, and
faculty practice resistance in the face of institutional and legislative repression. Each chapter
interrogates a connection between the academy and the plantation, exploring how Black people and
their labor are viewed as simultaneously essential and disruptive to university cultures and
economies. The volume is an indispensable read for students, faculty, student affairs professionals,
and administrators invested in learning more about how power operates within education and
imagining emancipatory futures.
  acts of political courage: The Force of Nonviolence Judith Butler, 2020-02-04 Judith Butler’s
new book shows how an ethic of nonviolence must be connected to a broader political struggle for
social equality. Further, it argues that nonviolence is often misunderstood as a passive practice that
emanates from a calm region of the soul, or as an individualist ethical relation to existing forms of
power. But, in fact, nonviolence is an ethical position found in the midst of the political field. An
aggressive form of nonviolence accepts that hostility is part of our psychic constitution, but values
ambivalence as a way of checking the conversion of aggression into violence. One contemporary
challenge to a politics of nonviolence points out that there is a difference of opinion on what counts
as violence and nonviolence. The distinction between them can be mobilised in the service of
ratifying the state’s monopoly on violence. Considering nonviolence as an ethical problem within a
political philosophy requires a critique of individualism as well as an understanding of the



psychosocial dimensions of violence. Butler draws upon Foucault, Fanon, Freud, and Benjamin to
consider how the interdiction against violence fails to include lives regarded as ungrievable. By
considering how ‘racial phantasms’ inform justifications of state and administrative violence, Butler
tracks how violence is often attributed to those who are most severely exposed to its lethal effects.
The struggle for nonviolence is found in movements for social transformation that reframe the
grievability of lives in light of social equality and whose ethical claims follow from an insight into the
interdependency of life as the basis of social and political equality.
  acts of political courage: The Routledge Companion to Theatre and Politics Peter
Eckersall, Helena Grehan, 2019-03-14 The Routledge Companion to Theatre and Politics is a volume
of critical essays, provocations, and interventions on the most important questions faced by today’s
writers, critics, audiences, and theatre and performance makers. Featuring texts written by scholars
and artists who are diversely situated (geographically, culturally, politically, and institutionally), its
multiple perspectives broadly address the question How can we be political now? To respond to this
question, Peter Eckersall and Helena Grehan have created eight galvanising themes as frameworks
or rubrics to rethink the critical, creative, and activist perspectives on questions of politics and
theatre. Each theme is linked to a set of guiding keywords: Post (post consensus, post-Brexit,
post-Fukushima, post-neoliberalism, post-humanism, post-global financial crisis, post-acting, the
real) Assembly (assemblage, disappearance, permission, community, citizen, protest, refugee) Gap
(who is in and out, what can be seen/heard/funded/allowed) Institution (visibility/darkness, inclusion,
rules) Machine (biodata, surveillance economy, mediatisation) Message (performance and
conviction, didacticism, propaganda) End (suffering, stasis, collapse, entropy) Re. (reset, rescale,
reanimate, reimagine, replay: how to bring complexity back into the public arena, how art can help
to do this). These themes were developed in conversation with key thinkers and artists in the field,
and the resulting texts engage with artistic works across a range of modes including traditional
theatre, contemporary performance, public protest events, activism, and community and
participatory theatre. Suitable for academics, performance makers, and students, The Routledge
Companion to Theatre and Politics explores questions of how to be political in the early 21st century,
by exploring how theatre and performance might provoke, unsettle, reinforce, or productively
destabilise the status quo.
  acts of political courage: Supporting a Movement for Health and Health Equity Alison
Mack, Alina Baciu, Roundtable on Population Health Improvement, Nirupa Goel, Board on
Population Health and Public Health Practice, Roundtable on the Promotion of Health Equity and the
Elimination of Health Disparities, Institute of Medicine, 2014-12-03 Supporting a Movement for
Health and Health Equity is the summary of a workshop convened in December 2013 by the Institute
of Medicine Roundtable on the Promotion of Health Equity and the Elimination of Health Disparities
and the Roundtable on Population Health Improvement to explore the lessons that may be gleaned
from social movements, both those that are health-related and those that are not primarily focused
on health. Participants and presenters focused on elements identified from the history and sociology
of social change movements and how such elements can be applied to present-day efforts nationally
and across communities to improve the chances for long, healthy lives for all. The idea of movements
and movement building is inextricably linked with the history of public health. Historically, most
movements - including, for example, those for safer working conditions, for clean water, and for safe
food - have emerged from the sustained efforts of many different groups of individuals, which were
often organized in order to protest and advocate for changes in the name of such values as fairness
and human rights. The purpose of the workshop was to have a conversation about how to support
the fragments of health movements that roundtable members believed they could see occurring in
society and in the health field. Recent reports from the National Academies have highlighted
evidence that the United States gets poor value on its extraordinary investments in health - in
particular, on its investments in health care - as American life expectancy lags behind that of other
wealthy nations. As a result, many individuals and organizations, including the Healthy People 2020
initiative, have called for better health and longer lives.



  acts of political courage: Letter from Birmingham Jail Martin Luther King, 2025-01-14 A
beautiful commemorative edition of Dr. Martin Luther King's essay Letter from Birmingham Jail,
part of Dr. King's archives published exclusively by HarperCollins. With an afterword by Reginald
Dwayne Betts On April 16, 1923, Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., responded to an open letter written and
published by eight white clergyman admonishing the civil rights demonstrations happening in
Birmingham, Alabama. Dr. King drafted his seminal response on scraps of paper smuggled into jail.
King criticizes his detractors for caring more about order than justice, defends nonviolent protests,
and argues for the moral responsibility to obey just laws while disobeying unjust ones. Letter from
Birmingham Jail proclaims a message - confronting any injustice is an acceptable and righteous
reason for civil disobedience. This beautifully designed edition presents Dr. King's speech in its
entirety, paying tribute to this extraordinary leader and his immeasurable contribution, and
inspiring a new generation of activists dedicated to carrying on the fight for justice and equality.
  acts of political courage: Political Warfare Kerry K. Gershaneck, Marine Corps University
(U.S.). Press, 2020 Political Warfare provides a well-researched and wide-ranging overview of the
nature of the People's Republic of China (PRC) threat and the political warfare strategies, doctrines,
and operational practices used by the Chinese Communist Party (CCP). The author offers detailed
and illuminating case studies of PRC political warfare operations designed to undermine Thailand, a
U.S. treaty ally, and Taiwan, a close friend--
  acts of political courage: Courage Is Contagious John Kasich, 1999-10-19 A modern-day
Profiles in Courage about twenty people who are doing heroic things to improve the lives of their
fellow Americans. Now available in trade paperback, Courage Is Contagious is a remarkable
document about everyday people helping to reshape America. Written by Congressman John Kasich,
the book profiles twenty men and women from across the country who have, through their own
courage, determination, and generous hearts, attempted to improve the lot of their fellow citizens.
The values they exhibit, Congressman Kasich argues, are the very values we as a society need to
encourage and support if we are to end our nation's divisiveness and fulfill its glorious promise.
Among the people Kasich writes about are Cheryl Krueger, who started a successful cookie business
that puts people ahead of profits by employing women who often wouldn't be given a chance by
other companies; and Dr. Jack McConnell, who, shocked by the poverty outside his neighborhood,
organized over one hundred retired doctors, nurses, and dentists to create a free medical clinic that
now serves over ten thousand people in the Hilton Head area of South Carolina and has inspired
similar volunteer programs nationwide. A heartfelt and optomistic message in a world grown
increasingly distrustful, Courage Is Contagious offers hope and inspiration to all who read it.
  acts of political courage: The New Nationalism Theodore Roosevelt, 2022-10-27 This work
has been selected by scholars as being culturally important, and is part of the knowledge base of
civilization as we know it. This work is in the public domain in the United States of America, and
possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no
entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work. Scholars believe, and we
concur, that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made generally
available to the public. We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank you for
being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.
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The former treatise have I made, O Theophilus, of all that Jesus began both to do and teach, Until the

day in which he was taken up, after that he …
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The Holy Spirit Comes at Pentecost - When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one

place. Suddenly a sound like the blowing of …

Acts 1 NIV - Jesus Taken Up Into Heaven - In my - Bible Gateway

Acts 1:16 The Greek word for brothers and sisters (adelphoi) refers here to believers, both men and

women, as part of God’s family; also in 6:3; 11:29; 12:17; 16:40; 18:18, 27; 21:7, 17; …
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“Brothers and fathers, listen now to my defense.” When they heard him speak to them in Aramaic,

they became very quiet. Then Paul said: “I am a Jew, born in Tarsus of Cilicia, but brought up …
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The former treatise have I made, O Theophilus, of all that Jesus began both to do and teach, Until the
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ACTS 2 NIV - The Holy Spirit Comes at Pentecost - Bible Gateway

The Holy Spirit Comes at Pentecost - When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one

place. Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled …

The Acts of the Apostles - Bible Gateway

The Acts of the Apostles, the second volume of Luke’s two-volume work, continues Luke’s

presentation of biblical history, describing how the salvation promised to Israel in the Old …

Acts 4 NIV - Peter and John Before the Sanhedrin - Bible Gateway

Peter and John Before the Sanhedrin - The priests and the captain of the temple guard and the

Sadducees came up to Peter and John while they were speaking to the people. They were …

Acts 1 AMP - Introduction - The first account I - Bible Gateway

Acts 1:1 As the gospel tells us what Jesus began to do and teach, so Acts tells what He continued to

do and teach by His Holy Spirit (F. F. Bruce). Acts 1:13 Also known as James the Less or …

ACTS 22 NKJV - Paul’s Defense at Jerusalem - Bible Gateway

Paul’s Defense at Jerusalem - “Brethren and fathers, hear my defense before you now.” And when

they heard that he spoke to them in the Hebrew language, they kept all the more silent. …

Acts 10 NKJV - Cornelius Sends a Delegation - Bible Gateway

Cornelius Sends a Delegation. 10 There was a certain man in () Caesarea called Cornelius, a

centurion of what was called the Italian [] Regiment, 2 a devout man and one who () feared …
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