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Abstract

This article explores the historical representation of sign language users in acting and the evolving
landscape of actors who know sign language. We analyze the challenges faced by deaf and hearing
actors fluent in sign language, examining the impact of societal attitudes toward deafness and the
ongoing fight for authentic representation. We further discuss the increasing importance of inclusive
casting practices and the role of actors who know sign language in achieving greater accessibility and
equity within the entertainment industry.

1. A Historical Overview: The Underrepresentation of Actors
Who Know Sign Language

For decades, the portrayal of deaf characters in film and theatre has been plagued by a lack of
authenticity. Often, hearing actors would attempt to portray deaf roles, resulting in stereotypical and
inaccurate representations. The limited opportunities for actors who know sign language directly
contributed to this issue. The historical exclusion of Deaf individuals from mainstream media
reinforced negative perceptions and limited the development of skilled deaf actors. Early attempts at
inclusivity frequently lacked genuine understanding of Deaf culture and sign language, often relying
on simplistic gestures or exaggerated facial expressions. This perpetuated a narrow and inaccurate
understanding of both deafness and the nuanced artistry of sign language itself. The lack of roles
specifically written for actors who know sign language further limited opportunities and reinforced
existing inequalities.

2. The Rise of Authentic Representation: Actors Who Know
Sign Language Claiming Their Space



The late 20th and early 21st centuries have witnessed a slow but significant shift. The Deaf
community's growing activism and advocacy have played a crucial role in demanding better
representation. The rise of Deaf-led theatre companies and film productions has provided vital
platforms for actors who know sign language to showcase their talent and tell their own stories. This
shift has been accompanied by a greater awareness among casting directors and producers of the
importance of authentic representation. While challenges remain, the increasing number of actors
who know sign language working professionally signifies a significant step towards inclusivity. This
includes both deaf actors fluent in sign language and hearing actors who have dedicated years to
mastering the language and its cultural nuances. The emergence of bilingual productions,
incorporating both spoken and signed dialogue, has further expanded opportunities.

3. The Skills and Training of Actors Who Know Sign Language

Being a successful actor who knows sign language requires a unique set of skills. It demands not only
fluency in sign language, but also a deep understanding of its nuances, its cultural context, and the
expressive power of the visual modality. Successful actors in this field often possess a strong
understanding of theatrical performance techniques adapted to the unique demands of visual
communication. Training for these actors might involve specialized programs in deaf theatre,
intensive sign language training, and acting workshops focused on visual storytelling. This
interdisciplinary training is vital for actors to effectively convey emotions, characters, and narratives
through a visual medium. Further, effective collaboration with directors, interpreters, and other
members of the production team is critical for successful integration into diverse projects.

4. Challenges and Opportunities for Actors Who Know Sign
Language

Despite the progress, actors who know sign language still face significant hurdles. The entertainment
industry remains largely inaccessible, with a chronic shortage of roles specifically written for deaf
characters or roles that require fluency in sign language. Casting practices often prioritize hearing
actors, even when the role could be better served by a Deaf individual. Prejudices about accents,
hearing loss, and perceived limitations in acting range still exist. Further, actors who know sign
language may face challenges related to access to auditions and appropriate accommodations.
However, the increasing demand for authentic representation creates significant opportunities. The
growing recognition of the cultural and artistic value of sign language opens doors for collaborative
projects that integrate sign language into mainstream productions, enriching the theatrical
experience for both hearing and Deaf audiences.

5. The Future of Actors Who Know Sign Language

The future of actors who know sign language is bright but depends on continued efforts towards
inclusivity and accessibility. Casting directors, producers, and writers need to actively seek out and
employ actors who know sign language, fostering a more representative and equitable entertainment
industry. The development of specialized training programs and mentorship initiatives will be crucial
to nurturing the next generation of talent. Additionally, the ongoing dialogue surrounding disability
representation and the growing demand for authentic narratives will significantly impact the
opportunities available to actors who know sign language. The more we see sign language
represented accurately and integrated into diverse projects, the greater the possibilities for actors
who know sign language to flourish.



Conclusion

The journey of actors who know sign language is a testament to the power of perseverance and the
increasing demand for authentic representation in the entertainment industry. While challenges
remain, the progress made in recent years is undeniable. By prioritizing inclusive casting practices,
investing in training and mentorship, and telling stories that reflect the rich tapestry of Deaf culture,
we can create a future where actors who know sign language are celebrated for their talent, not just
for their ability to use sign language.

FAQs

What is the difference between a Deaf actor and a hearing actor who knows sign language? A1.
Deaf actor is a person who identifies as Deaf and is fluent in sign language. A hearing actor who
knows sign language has learned the language, often to a high level of fluency, but they do not
share the lived experience of deafness. Both bring valuable skills to the table but offer different
perspectives and experiences.

Are there specific acting techniques for actors who know sign language? Yes, actors who know1.
sign language often employ techniques that emphasize facial expressions, body language, and
the nuanced use of space, all essential elements of visual storytelling.

How can I find actors who know sign language for my project? Networks of Deaf actors and1.
casting agencies specializing in inclusive casting are excellent resources.

Is it acceptable to use a hearing actor to play a Deaf role? While this has been common practice1.
historically, it is increasingly discouraged. Authentic representation is prioritized, making the
use of Deaf actors a preference for roles that require a deep understanding of Deaf culture and
sign language.

What are some examples of films or plays that feature actors who know sign language1.
effectively? (Specific examples of films and plays will be needed here. Research will need to be
conducted to provide relevant examples).

How can I learn more about Deaf culture and sign language? Numerous resources are available1.
online and in local communities. Local Deaf clubs, universities with Deaf studies programs, and



online learning platforms are all excellent starting points.

What are the ethical considerations when portraying Deaf characters? It's crucial to avoid1.
stereotypes, consult with members of the Deaf community, and prioritize authenticity in the
portrayal of Deaf characters.

Are there any resources available for actors who want to learn sign language? Yes, many1.
universities, community colleges, and organizations offer sign language classes, and online
learning platforms provide various levels of instruction.

What are the future prospects for actors who know sign language? With growing advocacy and1.
greater awareness of inclusivity, the prospects for actors who know sign language are
increasingly positive.

Related Articles

"Breaking Barriers: The Impact of Deaf Theatre on Inclusive Representation": This article1.
explores the role of Deaf theatre companies in creating opportunities for actors who know sign
language and fostering authentic representation.

"Sign Language on Screen: A Critical Analysis of its Use in Film and Television": This article1.
analyzes the effectiveness and accuracy of sign language portrayal in various media.

"The Power of Bilingual Theatre: Integrating Sign Language and Spoken Dialogue": This article1.
examines the benefits and challenges of creating bilingual theatre productions that incorporate
both spoken and signed language.

"Casting for Authenticity: Best Practices for Including Actors Who Know Sign Language": This1.
article provides guidelines and recommendations for casting directors aiming for inclusive and
authentic representation.



"Beyond Representation: The Importance of Deaf Cultural Consultants in Film and Theatre": This1.
article highlights the crucial role of Deaf cultural consultants in ensuring authenticity and
accuracy in the portrayal of Deaf characters.

"Training the Next Generation: Sign Language and Acting Programs for Deaf and Hearing1.
Students": This article examines the need for specialized training programs that cater to the
unique skills required for actors who know sign language.

"Accessibility in Entertainment: Making Theatre and Film Inclusive for Deaf Audiences": This1.
article explores broader accessibility issues within entertainment, including captioning, audio
description, and inclusive design for Deaf audiences.

"The Evolution of Sign Language in Performance Art": This article provides a historical overview1.
of how sign language has been used in performance, from early uses to its current prominence.

"Deaf Actors and the Fight for Equal Opportunities in Hollywood": This article examines the1.
ongoing struggle for fair treatment and equal opportunities for Deaf actors in the entertainment
industry.

  actors who know sign language: Seeing Voices Oliver Sacks, 2011-03-04 Like The Man Who
Mistook His Wife for a Hat, this is a fascinating voyage into a strange and wonderful land, a
provocative meditation on communication, biology, adaptation, and culture. In Seeing Voices, Oliver
Sacks turns his attention to the subject of deafness, and the result is a deeply felt portrait of a
minority struggling for recognition and respect — a minority with its own rich, sometimes
astonishing, culture and unique visual language, an extraordinary mode of communication that tells
us much about the basis of language in hearing people as well. Seeing Voices is, as Studs Terkel has
written, an exquisite, as well as revelatory, work.
  actors who know sign language: Learn American Sign Language James W. Guido, 2015-09-10
American Sign Language (ASL) is a vibrant, easy-to-learn language that is used by approximately
half a million people each day. Current with the latest additions to ASL and filled with thousands of
brand new photographs by Deaf actors, Learn American Sign Language is the most comprehensive
guide of its kind. - Learn more than 800 signs, including signs for school, the workplace, around the
house, out and about, food and drink, nature, emotions, small talk, and more. - Unlock the
storytelling possibilities of ASL with classifiers, easy ways to modify signs that can turn fishing into
catching a big fish and walking into walking with a group. - Find out how to make sentences with
signs, use the proper facial expressions with your signs, and other vital tips.



  actors who know sign language: Hollywood Speaks John S. Schuchman, 1988 Absorbing,
scholarly study of the portrayal in nearly 200 movies and TV episodes of the least visible disabled
group in American society. Includes the first filmography (annotated) of films designed for general
audiences that deal with deafness or include a deaf character in a mator or pivotal role. For all film
study collections. Annotation copyrighted by Book News, Inc., Portland, OR
  actors who know sign language: Talking Hands Margalit Fox, 2008-08-05 Documents life in a
remote Bedouin village in Israel whose residents communicate through a unique method of sign
language used by both hearing and non-hearing citizens, in an account that offers insight into the
relationship between language and the human mind. Reprint. 20,000 first printing.
  actors who know sign language: The Deaf Way Carol Erting, 1994 Selected papers from the
conference held in Washington DC, July 9-14, 1989.
  actors who know sign language: I Am Deaf Jennifer Moore-Mallinos, 2009 A young girl who
is deaf describes her daily life and how she manages to be happy despite the challenges posed by
her disability.
  actors who know sign language: Acting for the Screen Mary Lou Belli, 2019-07-11 Acting
for the Screen is a collection of essays written by and interviews with working actors, producers,
directors, casting directors, and acting professors, exploring the business side of screen acting. In
this book, over thirty show business professionals dispel myths about the industry and provide
practical advice on topics such as how to break into the field, how to develop, nurture, and navigate
business relationships, and how to do creative work under pressure. Readers will also learn about
the entrepreneurial expectations in relation to the internet and social media, strategies for
contending with the emotional highs and lows of acting, and money management while pursuing
acting as a profession. Written for undergraduates and graduates studying Acting for Screen,
aspiring professional actors, and working actors looking to reinvent themselves, Acting for the
Screen provides readers with a wealth of first-hand information that will help them create their own
opportunities and pursue a career in show business.
  actors who know sign language: I'll Scream Later Marlee Matlin, 2009-04-14 Critically
acclaimed and award-winning actress Marlee Matlin reveals the illuminating, moving, and often
surprising story of how she defied all expectations to become one of the most prolific and beloved
actresses of our time. Marlee Matlin entered our lives as the deaf pupil turned custodian audiences
fell in love with in Children of a Lesser God, a role for which she became the youngest woman ever
to win a Best Actress Oscar. More than twenty years after her stunning big screen debut, the Golden
Globe- and Emmy-nominated actress is an inspirational force of nature -- a mother, an activist, and a
role model for millions of deaf and hard-of-hearing people around the world. In I'll Scream Later,
Marlee takes readers on the frank and touching journey of her life, from the frightening loss of her
hearing at eighteen months old to the highs and lows of Hollywood, her battles with addiction, and
the unexpected challenges of being thrust into the spotlight as an emissary for the deaf community.
She speaks candidly for the first time about the troubles of her youth, the passionate and tumultuous
two-year relationship with Oscar winner William Hurt that dovetailed with a stint in rehab, and her
subsequent romances with heartthrobs like Rob Lowe, Richard Dean Anderson, and David E. Kelley.
Though she became famous at the age of twenty-one, Marlee struggled all her life to connect with
people, fighting against anyone who tried to hold her back. Her own mother often hid behind their
communication barrier, and Marlee turned to drugs before she even started high school. However,
she found in acting -- with the encouragement of her mentor, Henry Winkler -- a discipline, a drive,
and a talent for understanding the human condition that belied her age and her inability to hear. By
the time Hollywood embraced her, she had almost no formal training, a fact that caused many other
deaf actors to give her the cold shoulder, even as she was looked upon as a spokesperson for their
community. She has played memorable roles on wildly popular television shows such as Seinfeld,
The West Wing, and The L Word, danced a show-stopping cha-cha-cha on Dancing with the Stars,
and now, with uncompromising honesty and humor, Marlee shares the story of her life -- an enduring
tale that is an unforgettable lesson in following your dreams.



  actors who know sign language: Sesame Street Treasury Publications International, Ltd,
2009-08 Sesame Street has been helping children laugh and learn since 1969, and Sesame Street
Treasury showcases 23 favorite stories, songs, poems, and more from the classic television series.
Beloved Sesame Street characters are illustrated on every page, including Elmo, Grover, Bert and
Ernie, Zoe, Big Bird, Oscar the Grouch, Cookie Monster, The Count, and more. Preschoolers and
their parents will love reading this treasury together.
  actors who know sign language: Lessons in Laughter Bernard Bragg, 1989 The story of
Bernard Bragg and his astonishing lifelong achievements in the performing arts.--
  actors who know sign language: Deaf World Lois Bragg, 2001-02 Bragg (English, Gallaudet
U.) has collected a selection of sources including political writings and personal memoirs covering
topics such as eugenics, speech and lip-reading, the right to work, and the controversy over
separation or integration. This book offers a glimpse into an often overlooked but significant
minority in American culture, and one which many of the articles asserts is more like an internal
colony than simply a minority group. Annotation copyrighted by Book News Inc., Portland, OR
  actors who know sign language: Nobody's Perfect Marlee Matlin, Doug Cooney, 2015-07-14
Megan has spent forever planning her positively purple birthday sleepover. She's even made glittery
purple invitations for every girl in her class. Then a new girl, Alexis Powell, joins their class. Alexis
seems perfect: She's smart, pretty, and rules the soccer games on the playground. But no matter
how hard Megan tries to be a friend to Alexis, the new girl is aloof or rude. At first Megan thinks
Alexis is shy. Then Megan starts to fear that Alexis is treating her differently because she's deaf.
When the girls are forced to collaborate on a science fair project, Megan learns the truth -- and
realizes that nobody's perfect. Once again Marlee Matlin draws on experiences from her own
childhood to tell Megan's story. In this funny, poignant book, readers will root for Megan, a spirited
young girl who doesn't let anything stand in her way.
  actors who know sign language: Staging Deaf and Hearing Theatre Productions Andy Head,
  actors who know sign language: Civic Engagement in Contemporary Japan Henk Vinken,
Yuko Nishimura, Bruce L. J. White, Masayuki Deguchi, 2010-03-25 Civic engagement is a concept of
action that has become part of common vocabulary, not only in the West but also in many other
regions of the world as well. A growing, yet still small number of scholarly works has recently
emerged showing how in Japan citizen activism, volunteering, and social action for a public cause
are dev- oping. This present volume is another, and in my view, important addition to the body of
knowledge on civic engagement in Japan. The majority of books on related issues in Japan take on
the perspective of organized civic life, in nongovernmental organizations (NGOs) or nonprofit
organizations (NPOs): we know quite a number of things about the quantitative trends in these
organizations, on their positioning, on their difficulties, and on the institutional contexts in which
they have to work. We know relatively little – except for a small number of topical qualitative case
studies – on broad issues that relate to civic engagement in Japan, inside or outside these formal
organizations. This volume is the first to offer a wide scope of broad variety of forms of civic
engagement in contemporary Japan. The volume is quite forceful in counterbalancing oversimplified
ideas on an “ideal” civil society in which state, market, and civil society organizations are in-
pendent and at best take on oppositional stances.
  actors who know sign language: Deaf Side Story Mark Rigney, 2003 The 1957 classic
American musical West Side Story has been staged by countless community and school theater
groups, but none more ambitious than the 2000 production by MacMurray College, a small school in
Jacksonville, Illinois. Diane Brewer, the new drama head at the college, determined to add an extra
element to the usual demands of putting on a show by having deaf students perform half of the
parts. Deaf Side Story presents a fascinating narrative of Brewer and the cast's efforts to mount this
challenging play. Brewer turned to the Illinois School for the Deaf (ISD) to cast the Sharks, the
Puerto Rican gang at odds with the Anglo Jets in this musical version of Romeo and Juliet set in the
slums of New York. Hearing performers auditioned to be the Jets, and once Brewer had cast her
hearing Tony and deaf Maria, then came the challenge of teaching them all to sing/sign and dance



the riveting show numbers for which the musical is renowned. She also had to manage a series of
sensitive issues, from ensuring the seamless incorporation of American Sign Language into the play
to reassuring ISD administrators and students that the production would not be symbolic of any
conflict between Deaf and hearing people. Author Mark Rigney portrays superbly the progress of the
production, including the frustrations and triumphs of the leads, the labyrinthine campus and
community politics, and the inevitable clashes between the deaf high school cast members and their
hearing college counterparts. His representations of the many individuals involved are real and
distinguished. The ultimate success of the MacMurray production reverberates in Deaf Side Story as
a keen depiction of how several distinct individuals from as many cultures could cooperate to
perform a classic American art form brilliantly together.
  actors who know sign language: Actor's Encyclopedia of Casting Directors Karen
Kondazian, 2017-01-11 Karen Kondazian's newly revised and edited e;The Actor's Encyclopedia of
Casting Directors,e; compiles valuable inside information from over 100 premier casting directors,
as regards to both Hollywood and New York film, television, theater and commercial auditioning.
Bonus conversations included are discussions on film acting, with award-winning directors James
Cameron and John Woo - and interviews with renowned acting coaches 'to the stars,' Larry Moss,
Milton Katselas and Jeff Corey.Great casting directors have the talent to identify which actor will fit
that 'one role,' filtering through hundreds of 'potentials,' eventually delivering that actor into the
hands of the decision makers. This in-depth book about the casting process informs actors what it's
like to be on the other side of the desk, what each casting director likes, dislikes and is searching for
in the audition process. e;The Actor's Encyclopedia of Casting Directorse; exists to educate, inspire
and empower actors because far too much in this business is out of their control. You have at your
fingertips an invaluable resource that serves the actor in any number of ways - one unique example
being, it includes a photo of each casting director. (How many actors are in a daze when they walk
into the audition room wondering if they are auditioning for the casting director or their assistant -
now they will know). Karen Kondazian's experience as an award-winning actor and author (e;The
Whip,e; inspired by a true story) and her previous long running column for e;Backstage,e; enabled
her to ask questions on behalf of actors everywhere. The answers Kondazian has garnered for this
book will hopefully give the actor real knowledge and confidence, so that when they walk out of the
audition room, they know that they did their best.
  actors who know sign language: Signs of Resistance Susan Burch, 2004-11 The author
demonstrates that in 19th and 20th centuries and contrary to popular belief, the Deaf community
defended its use of sign language as a distinctive form of communication, thus forming a collective
Deaf consciousness, identity, and political organization.
  actors who know sign language: The SAGE Deaf Studies Encyclopedia Genie Gertz,
Patrick Boudreault, 2016-01-05 The time has come for a new in-depth encyclopedic collection of
articles defining the current state of Deaf Studies at an international level and using the critical and
intersectional lens encompassing the field. The emergence of Deaf Studies programs at colleges and
universities and the broadened knowledge of social sciences (including but not limited to Deaf
History, Deaf Culture, Signed Languages, Deaf Bilingual Education, Deaf Art, and more) have served
to expand the activities of research, teaching, analysis, and curriculum development. The field has
experienced a major shift due to increasing awareness of Deaf Studies research since the mid-1960s.
The field has been further influenced by the Deaf community’s movement, resistance, activism and
politics worldwide, as well as the impact of technological advances, such as in communications, with
cell phones, computers, and other devices. A major goal of this new encyclopedia is to shift focus
away from the “Medical/Pathological Model” that would view Deaf individuals as needing to be
“fixed” in order to correct hearing and speaking deficiencies for the sole purpose of assimilating into
mainstream society. By contrast, The Deaf Studies Encyclopedia seeks to carve out a new and
critical perspective on Deaf Studies with the focus that the Deaf are not a people with a disability to
be treated and “cured” medically, but rather, are members of a distinct cultural group with a distinct
and vibrant community and way of being.



  actors who know sign language: Language in Motion Jerome Daniel Schein, David Alan
Stewart, 1995 This enjoyable book first introduces sign language and communication, follows with a
history of sign languages in general, then delves into the structure of American Sign Language
(ASL). Later chapters outline the special skills of fingerspelling and assess artificial sign systems and
their net worth. Language in Motion also describes the process required to learn sign language, then
explains how to use it to communicate in the Deaf community. Appendices featuring the manual
alphabets of three countries complete this enriching book.
  actors who know sign language: The Status of Sign Languages in Europe Nina
Timmermans, Council of Europe. Committee on the Rehabilitation and Integration of People with
Disabilities, 2005-01-01 The present report, based on information provided by member states'
governments and by NGOs, gives an overview of the recognition of sign languages in 26 European
states. It also summarises policies and programmes which have been developed by member states to
ensure sign language users access to their political, social and cultural rights.
  actors who know sign language: A Lens on Deaf Identities Irene Leigh, 2009 This title
explores identity formation in deaf persons. It looks at the major influences on deaf identity,
including the relatively recent formal recognition of a deaf culture, the different internalized models
of disability and deafness, and the appearance of deaf identity theories in the psychological
literature.
  actors who know sign language: Inside Deaf Culture Carol PADDEN, Tom Humphries, Carol
Padden, 2009-06-30 Inside Deaf Culture relates deaf people's search for a voice of their own, and
their proud self-discovery and self-description as a flourishing culture. Padden and Humphries show
how the nineteenth-century schools for the deaf, with their denigration of sign language and their
insistence on oralist teaching, shaped the lives of deaf people for generations to come. They describe
how deaf culture and art thrived in mid-twentieth century deaf clubs and deaf theatre, and profile
controversial contemporary technologies. Cf. Publisher's description.
  actors who know sign language: Youth and Performance: Perceptions of the
Contemporary Child Geesche Wartemann, Tülin Sağlam, Mary McAvoy, 2015-04-30 This
publication is the outcome of the third International Theatre for Young Audiences Research
(ITYARN) conference in conjunction with an ASSITEJ World Congress and Festival held in Warsaw,
Poland in 2014. The ITYARN conferences' themes always give a very broad frame to invite
researchers from different countries and with diverse Theatre for Young Audiences (TYA) traditions
as well as diverse academic cultures to contribute to an international exchange about TYA. While
exiting, this exchange is always a challenge. How to talk about aesthetic experiences and concepts
of childhood in an intercultural dialogue? This is not just a question of translation but also of
culturally determined concepts of TYA. Last but not least are the academic attitudes and modes of
(critical) discussion themselves, which are culturally informed and shaped by individual experiences.
With this publication, ITYARN once again takes up this most interesting task of developing
intercultural exchange about TYA. It offers space for a diversity of author contributions, and it
invites readers with academic and/ or artistic backgrounds to look for new inspirations for his or her
reflections on TYA.
  actors who know sign language: Annual Report of the Bureau of Ethnology to the
Secretary of the Smithsonian Institution Smithsonian Institution. Bureau of American
Ethnology, 1881
  actors who know sign language: Annual Report of the Bureau of American Ethnology to the
Secretary of the Smithsonian Institution Smithsonian Institution. Bureau of American Ethnology,
1881
  actors who know sign language: Annual Report of the Bureau of American Ethnology to
the Secretary of the Smithsonian Institution Smithsonian Institution, 1881
  actors who know sign language: Annual Report of the Bureau of Ethnology to the Secretary of
the Smithsonian Institution Smithsonian Institution. Bureau of Ethnology, 1881
  actors who know sign language: Rehabilitation Record , 1963



  actors who know sign language: The Actor Speaks Joan Jeffri, 1994-03-14 The book is based
on a series of unique oral histories and interviews with actors who love the stage first and foremost.
Editor Joan Jeffri focuses on the experience of actors in their training and career development, and
on their relationships to society, culture, and institutions. Although names like Alan Alda are
recognizable from other media, these actors all grew up being nourished by the stage. Their stories
show that theatre is everywhere in this country--not only on Broadway, but also in churches, in
schools, in regions, and in towns. These interviews and a thorough introduction provide a history of
the American theatre for almost a century--the Yiddish theatre, the WPA, the start of regional
theatre, off- and off-off-Broadway, and the Great White Way--through the voices of those who lived it.
  actors who know sign language: Signing the Body Poetic Dirksen Bauman, Heidi Rose,
Jennifer Nelson, 2006-12-20 This unique collection of essays, accompanied by videos, at last brings a
dazzling view of the literary, social, and performative aspects of American Sign Language to a wide
audience. The book presents the work of a renowned and diverse group of deaf, hard-of-hearing, and
hearing scholars who examine original ASL poetry, narrative, and drama. The videos showcases the
poems and narratives under discussion in their original form, providing access to them for hearing
non-signers for the first time. Together, the book and videos provide new insight into the history,
culture, and creative achievements of the deaf community while expanding the scope of the visual
and performing arts, literary criticism, and comparative literature. The videos may be viewed online
at ucpress.edu/go/signingthebodypoetic.
  actors who know sign language: Arts Review , 1986
  actors who know sign language: Learn American Sign Language James W. Guido,
2017-09-26 Over half a million people communicate in American Sign Language (ASL) each day; this
is your chance to learn the first 250 signs of this comprehensive language, with Learn American
Sign Language. American Sign Language is a vibrant language that is surprisingly easy-to-learn.
Current with the latest additions to ASL, and filled with hundreds of photographs, Learn American
Sign Language is the most comprehensive beginner's guide of its kind. Learn American Sign
Language is a kit which includes 50 flash cards, one large poster, and an 80-page instruction book.
Using these tools, you will learn more than 250 signs which you'll be able to combine into phrases.
Some of the signs you will learn include signs for: Things at school In the workplace Around the
house Out and about Food and drink Nature Emotions Small talk and more Unlock the storytelling
possibilities of ASL with classifiers, easy ways to modify signs, and find out how to make sentences
with signs by using the proper facial expressions.
  actors who know sign language: Living with Disabilities Hannah Carlson, Dale Bick
Carlson, 1997 Serves as a guide for general audiences who want to learn about disabilities. This
book discusses medical conditions and rehabilitation, feelings and adaptive technology and
responsible attitudes both on the part of people with disabilities and those temporarily without them,
the emphasis being on common humanity.
  actors who know sign language: An Actor's Guide—Making It in New York City, Second
Edition Glenn Alterman, 2011-04-05 For any actor in or on the way to New York City, this is the
definitive source for advice, winning strategies, marketing techniques, and invaluable insights to
being a successful New York actor. Aspiring and established professionals will find this thorough
and up-to-the-minute volume chock full of resources and advice about auditioning, making
professional connections, promoting one's self, seeking opportunities in nontraditional venues,
finding an apartment, securing survival jobs, understanding actor unions, getting headshots, and
furthering one's actor training in New York. This guide also details working as a film extra, careers
in print modeling, scams and rip-offs to avoid, opportunities for actors with disabilities, and using
the Internet to the fullest advantage. Included are in-depth interviews with legendary show business
figures such as actor Henry Winkler, casting director Juliet Taylor, and theater director Joseph
Chaikin as well top talents from the fields of film, television, stage, commercials, and talent
agencies. Written by a professional New York actor with over thirty years of experience, this
meticulously researched guide will give actors the tools they need to survive and thrive in New York



show business. Allworth Press, an imprint of Skyhorse Publishing, publishes a broad range of books
on the visual and performing arts, with emphasis on the business of art. Our titles cover subjects
such as graphic design, theater, branding, fine art, photography, interior design, writing, acting,
film, how to start careers, business and legal forms, business practices, and more. While we don't
aspire to publish a New York Times bestseller or a national bestseller, we are deeply committed to
quality books that help creative professionals succeed and thrive. We often publish in areas
overlooked by other publishers and welcome the author whose expertise can help our audience of
readers.
  actors who know sign language: 4.48 Psychosis Sarah Kane, 2000-07-13 4.48 Psychosis sees
the ultimate narrowing of Sarah Kane's focus in her work. The struggle of the self to remain intact
has moved in her work from civil war, into the family, into the couple, into the individual, and finally
into the theatre of phychosis: the mind itself. This play was written in 1999 shortly before the
playwright took her own life at age 28. On the page, the piece looks like a poem. No characters are
named, and even their number is unspecified. It could be a journey through one person's mind, or an
interview between a doctor and his patient.
  actors who know sign language: American Rehabilitation , 1978
  actors who know sign language: Soap Opera Super Couples Henrietta Roos, 2016-11-22 A
television genre best known for romantic storytelling, daytime soap operas have for decades spun
tales of couples embroiled in passion, lust and adventure. Yet it was not until the early 1980s that
star-crossed lovers became standard and the term super couple was coined by the media, marking a
new era of experimentation and growth in daytime soaps. This book documents the phenomenon,
tracing its history, legacy and impact on the soap opera industry and on popular culture at large.
  actors who know sign language: PowerPoint, Communication, and the Knowledge Society
Hubert Knoblauch, 2013 This book explores the dynamics and limitations of PowerPoint as a means
of communication.
  actors who know sign language: Deaf Characters in Literature Paul Dakin, 2023-10-20
This book presents the most comprehensive review of deaf characters in literature available.
Examining British and American examples found in novels, comics, poetry, television and film, the
work identifies significant trends and themes that range from the last three hundred years to the
present day. It is centered on an understanding of the history and development of deaf education, its
impact on the use of oral speech and sign language, and the rise of deaf identity and deaf
communities. The extensive research, comments and conclusions are of value to all who are
interested in the medical humanities, deaf history and culture, disability studies, and representations
in literature.
  actors who know sign language: Senate Report No. 105-36, 105-1 , 1997
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