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The Phenomenon of "Actors in Weird Science"

The 1985 teen comedy Weird Science holds a unique place in cinematic history.
Beyond its iconic status as an 80s classic, the film serves as a fascinating
case study in the careers of its principal actors. Analyzing the "actors in
Weird Science" reveals how a single film can dramatically shape the
trajectory of an actor's career, both positively and negatively. The film
launched several actors into stardom, while also highlighting the
complexities of sustaining success in a highly competitive industry.

The film's central duo, Anthony Michael Hall as Wyatt and Ilan Mitchell-Smith
as Gary, represent two distinct paths. Hall, already a teen heartthrob from
Sixteen Candles and Breakfast Club, used Weird Science as a platform to
solidify his comedic chops. His portrayal of the sarcastic, rebellious Wyatt
cemented his status as a leading man in teen comedies, although his career
later took a different trajectory. Examining the work of actors in Weird
Science like Hall shows how early success can impact later career choices,
potentially leading to type-casting or difficulty transitioning to more
mature roles.

Conversely, Ilan Mitchell-Smith, who played the shy, bookish Gary,
experienced a different outcome. While Weird Science provided him with early
recognition, it didn't translate into the sustained success Hall enjoyed.
This demonstrates how even strong performances in high-profile films don't
guarantee long-term career longevity. The impact of "actors in Weird Science"
varied considerably, highlighting the role of luck, timing, and subsequent
career choices.



Beyond the Leads: Supporting Roles and Lasting Impact

The supporting cast of Weird Science also deserves attention. Kelly Preston,
in her early career, delivered a memorable performance as Lisa, the dream
girl created by Wyatt and Gary. Her captivating portrayal provided a
springboard for a successful Hollywood career, showcasing the importance of
even smaller roles in shaping an actor's path. Analyzing the actors in Weird
Science reveals how ensemble casts offer different opportunities for growth
and exposure.

Other actors who appeared in the film, while not achieving the same level of
fame as Hall or Preston, nonetheless benefited from the association with a
successful project. Their involvement in Weird Science added to their
resumes, providing valuable experience and potentially opening doors to
future opportunities. The lasting impact of "actors in Weird Science" is a
testament to the enduring power of teen comedies and the ripple effect they
can have on their casts.

The Industry Implications

The case of the actors in Weird Science raises broader questions about the
film industry and the career paths of actors. It underscores the
unpredictable nature of success, highlighting how talent alone isn't enough
to guarantee a lasting career. Factors like timing, agent representation, and
the willingness to adapt to changing industry trends play crucial roles. The
film serves as a reminder that while a hit movie can provide a powerful
launchpad, maintaining momentum requires strategic career management and an
ability to evolve as an actor.

The Enduring Legacy of "Actors in Weird Science"

Weird Science remains a beloved cult classic, and its cast continues to be
recognized for their contributions. The film's lasting appeal speaks to the
effectiveness of its comedic writing, the chemistry of its actors, and its
timeless themes of friendship, adolescence, and self-discovery. The enduring
legacy of the "actors in Weird Science" lies not only in their individual
achievements but also in their collective contribution to a film that
continues to resonate with audiences decades later. This enduring legacy
highlights how even seemingly niche projects can have a significant impact on
the careers of involved actors and the wider industry landscape. The actors
in Weird Science exemplify the unpredictable yet enduring power of film in
shaping careers and solidifying a film’s place in popular culture.

Conclusion:

The study of the "actors in Weird Science" provides a compelling lens through
which to examine the complex interplay between individual talent, industry
dynamics, and the unpredictable nature of career success in Hollywood. The
film's legacy extends far beyond its initial box office success, offering
valuable insights into the factors that contribute to, or detract from, an
actor's long-term career trajectory.

FAQs:



Did Weird Science propel all its actors to major stardom? No, while some1.
actors achieved significant success, others experienced varying degrees
of career trajectory.

What role did Anthony Michael Hall's prior success play in his Weird2.
Science role? His prior success helped secure him a leading role and
established his comedic persona.

How did Weird Science influence the careers of its supporting actors? It3.
provided valuable experience and exposure, contributing positively to
their acting resumes.

What are some of the challenges faced by actors after appearing in a4.
highly successful teen comedy? Type-casting, difficulty transitioning to
more mature roles, and the intense pressure to replicate early success.

Did Ilan Mitchell-Smith's career follow a similar trajectory to Anthony5.
Michael Hall's? No, Mitchell-Smith's career did not reach the same level
of sustained success as Hall's.

What aspects of Weird Science contributed to its enduring popularity?6.
Its effective comedic writing, the chemistry of its actors, and its
relatable themes of friendship and adolescence.

What lessons can aspiring actors learn from the experiences of the Weird7.
Science cast? The importance of versatility, career management, and the
unpredictable nature of success in Hollywood.

How did Weird Science influence the teen comedy genre? It contributed to8.
the popularization of the specific brand of 80s teen comedy,
characterized by its blend of fantasy, humor, and coming-of-age themes.

What makes Weird Science a valuable case study in film studies? Its9.
success, its impact on its actors' careers, and its influence on the
broader cinematic landscape.

Related Articles:

Anthony Michael Hall: From Brat Pack to Character Actor: Examines Hall's1.
career trajectory, highlighting his early success and his later
transition to more diverse roles.

Ilan Mitchell-Smith: A Career Divergence: Explores Mitchell-Smith's2.
career choices after Weird Science and the factors that influenced his
path.

Kelly Preston: From Teen Icon to Hollywood Star: A biography tracing3.
Preston's career from Weird Science to her later prominent roles.

The 80s Teen Comedy Boom: A Cultural Analysis: A broad examination of4.
the genre's rise and fall, placing Weird Science in context.

The Impact of John Hughes on Teen Cinema: Explores the influence of the5.
iconic director on the genre, including his impact on Weird Science.

Casting and Career Paths: A Study in Hollywood's Choices: A broader6.



analysis of how casting choices influence an actor's future trajectory.

The Enduring Appeal of Cult Classics: An examination of the factors7.
contributing to the lasting popularity of films like Weird Science.

Type-Casting in Hollywood: Breaking Free from Stereotypes: Discusses the8.
challenges and strategies for actors seeking to overcome typecasting.

From Teen Idol to Character Actor: The Evolving Landscape of Hollywood9.
Roles: A discussion on the challenges and opportunities presented to
actors in making the transition from teen roles to more mature ones.

  actors in weird science: Supporting Actors in Motion Pictures Dr. Roger L. Gordon,
2018-09-07 Supporting Actors in Motion Pictures Volume II By: Dr. Roger L. Gordon Supporting
Actors in Motion Pictures: Volume II continues author Dr. Roger L. Gordon’s Supporting Actors
series by expanding his database of talented supporting actors and actresses. A compilation of
biographies of supporting actors and actresses that spans from the advent of sound through present
day, learn the history and accomplishments of many of your favorite stars!
  actors in weird science: Disney Voice Actors Thomas S. Hischak, 2011-10-06 This
biographical dictionary is devoted to the actors who provided voices for all the Disney animated
theatrical shorts and features from the 1928 Mickey Mouse cartoon Steamboat Willie to the 2010
feature film Tangled. More than 900 men, women, and child actors from more than 300 films are
covered, with biographical information, individual career summaries, and descriptions of the
animated characters they have performed. Among those listed are Adriana Caselotti, of Snow White
fame; Clarence Nash, the voice of Donald Duck; Sterling Holloway, best known for his vocal
portrayal of Winnie the Pooh; and such show business luminaries as Bing Crosby, Bob Newhart,
George Sanders, Dinah Shore, Jennifer Tilly and James Woods. In addition, a complete directory of
animated Disney films enables the reader to cross-reference the actors with their characters.
  actors in weird science: The EC Archives: Weird Science Volume 4 Al Feldstein,
2016-12-21 Foreword by Paul Tobin! The Weird Science archives take flight at Dark Horse! This
volume collects the complete Weird Science issues #19–#22 and Weird Science-Fantasy #23–#24 in
glorious remastered color! Don’t miss any of the sci-fi classics from such visionary artists as Wally
Wood, Al Feldstein, Harry Harrison, and Harvey Kurtzman! * Dark Horse reprints the famous
science-fiction comic series!
  actors in weird science: EC Archives: Weird Science Volume 4 Various, 2015 Volume 1 collects
Weird science #12-#15 and #5-#6, originally published between May 1950 and April 1951 by I. C.
Publishing Co, Inc.--Copyright page.
  actors in weird science: Celebrity Biographies - The Amazing Life Of Robert Downey Jr.
- Famous Actors Matt Green, Ever wondered how Robert Downey Jr. rose to stardom? Robert
Downey Jr. was born on April 4, 1965 in Manhattan, New York, to a couple who both worked in the
film industry. His life and career has been a mixture of great successes and devastating failures, but
amidst all of the things he went through, Robert has been able to stay true to who he is and has
never failed to win the admiration and support of his fans and critics alike. Starting out as a young
actor with a tremendous potential for stardom in Hollywood, Robert’s career took a turn for the
worst when he became a victim of drug addiction. For more interesting facts you must read the
biography. Grab your biography book now!
  actors in weird science: Character Actors in Horror and Science Fiction Films,
1930-1960 Laurence Raw, 2012-06-07 This biographical dictionary presents a stellar lineup of
talented, versatile character actors who regularly appeared in horror and science fiction films during



Hollywood's golden age. Many are well known by genre buffs and casual fans--they include Lionel
Atwill, John Carradine, Dwight Frye, Rondo Hatton, Dick Miller, J. Carroll Naish, Maria
Ouspenskaya, Glenn Strange, Edward Van Sloan, and George Zucco. Some are perhaps not so well
known but equally at home in the horror and science fiction films--such as Anthony Carbone, Harry
Cording, Rosemary La Planche, Dick Purcell, Elizabeth Russell and Mel Welles. The 96 entries are
complete with a biography and in-depth analyses of the actor's best performances--demonstrating
how important these personalities were to the success of their genre films.
  actors in weird science: You'll Never Eat Lunch in This Town Again Julia Phillips,
2017-02-14 “The Hollywood memoir that tells all . . . Sex. Drugs. Greed. Why, it sounds just like a
movie.”—The New York Times Every memoir claims to bare it all, but Julia Phillips’s actually does.
This is an addictive, gloves-off exposé from the producer of the classic films The Sting, Taxi Driver,
and Close Encounters of the Third Kind—and the first woman ever to win an Academy Award for
Best Picture—who made her name in Hollywood during the halcyon seventies and the
yuppie-infested eighties and lived to tell the tale. Wickedly funny and surprisingly moving, You’ll
Never Eat Lunch in This Town Again takes you on a trip through the dream-manufacturing capital of
the world and into the vortex of drug addiction and rehab on the arm of one who saw it all, did it all,
and took her leave. Praise for You'll Never Eat Lunch in This Town Again “One of the most honest
books ever written about one of the most dishonest towns ever created.”—The Boston Globe “Gossip
too hot for even the National Enquirer . . . Julia Phillips is not so much Hollywood’s Boswell as its
Dante.”—Los Angeles Magazine “A blistering look at La La Land.”—USA Today “One of the nastiest,
tastiest tell-alls in showbiz history.”—People
  actors in weird science: No Safety In Numbers Dayna Lorentz, 2012-05-29 Think of the
heart-racing chase of The Hunger Games, but a giant mall is your arena.--Seventeen.com A
suspenseful survival story and modern day Lord of the Flies set in a mall that looks just like yours. A
biological bomb has just been discovered in the air ducts of a busy suburban mall. At first nobody
knows if it's even life threatening, but then the entire complex is quarantined, people start getting
sick, supplies start running low, and there's no way out. Among the hundreds of trapped shoppers
are four teens. These four different narrators, each with their own stories, must cope in unique,
surprising manners, changing in ways they wouldn't have predicted, trying to find solace, safety, and
escape at a time when the adults are behaving badly. This is a gripping look at people and how they
can—and must—change under the most dire of circumstances. And not always for the better.
  actors in weird science: This Black Hole: Anacostia Diaries Continued Francwa Sims,
2017-03-31 This Black Hole: The Anacostia Diaries Continues still offers Francwa Sims, of the
Anacostia Diaries, his searing unfiltered bias and fresh analysis of the everyday realities of life in the
Nation's Capital, as an analysis of the political contradictions of American society. He describes his
struggles with homelessness, unemployment, and racism in Washington, D.C.
  actors in weird science: They Died on My Watch Noel Bailey, 2020-09-03 They Died on my
Watch By: Noel Bailey Who was the actress that died just before Christmas - she was the voice of...
in...? How many actors died of cancer-related illness in 1996? Did Hitler commit suicide or was he
shot by Russian troops? Hey, do you remember what year Princess Diana died in that French car
crash? How many husbands did Elizabeth Taylor divorce in her lifetime? What well-known actor died
just a few days after David Bowie? Questions you might hear at the next table at your regular eatery.
Questions you may not know the answer to. They Died On My Watch can answer these and many
more. It is a comprehensive reference work that should prove itself to be indispensible to any
household. Most certainly a book to sustain interest while cruising at 35,000 feet between London
and New York. The ultimate “umpire” you might say, to settle any argument that may arise with
regards to discussion involving a deceased celebrity - recent or not.
  actors in weird science: Haunted Data Lisa Blackman, 2019-01-24 Haunted Data explores the
concepts that are at work in our complex relationships with data. Our engagement with data – big or
small – is never as simplistic or straightforward as might first appear. Indeed, Blackman argues that
our relationship with data is haunted with errors, dead ends, ghostly figures, and misunderstandings



that challenge core assumptions about the nature of thought, consciousness, mind, cognition, affect,
communication, control and rationality, both human and non-human. Using contemporary
controversies from 'weird science' including the field of priming and its uncanny relations to animal
telepathy, as well as artificial intelligences and their curious relation to psychic research
('clairvoyant computers'), Blackman shows how some of the current crises in science in these areas
reveal more than scientists are willing or even able to acknowledge. In addition to proposing a new
theory of how we might engage with data, Haunted Data also provides a nuanced survey of the
historical context to contemporary debates, going back to the 19th Century origins of modern
computation and science to explain the ubiquity and oddness of our data relations. Drawing from
radical philosophies of science, feminist science studies, queer theory, cultural studies, and the field
of affect studies, the book develops a manifesto for how artists, philosophers and scientists might
engage creatively and critically with science within the context of digital communication.
  actors in weird science: Hollyweird Science: The Next Generation Kevin R. Grazier, Stephen
Cass, 2017-08-02 Informative, entertaining and upbeat, this book continues Grazier and Cass's
exploration of how technology, science, and scientists are portrayed in Hollywood productions. Both
big and small-screen productions are featured and their science content illuminated—first by the
authors and subsequently by a range of experts from science and the film world. Starring roles in
this volume are played by, among other things, computers (human and mechanical), artificial
intelligences, robots, and spacecraft. Interviews with writers, producers, and directors of acclaimed
science-themed films stand side by side with the perspectives of scientists, science fiction authors,
and science advisors. The result is a stimulating and informative reading experience for the
layperson and professional scientist or engineer alike. The book begins with a foreword by Zack
Stentz, who co-wrote X-Men: First Class and Thor, and is currently a writer/producer on CW’s The
Flash.
  actors in weird science: Science Fiction Television Series, 1990-2004 Frank Garcia, Mark
Phillips, 2013-09-27 This is a detailed examination of 58 science fiction television series produced
between 1990 and 2004, from the popular The X-Files to the many worlds of Star Trek (The Next
Generation onward), as well as Andromeda, Babylon 5, Firefly, Quantum Leap, Stargate Atlantis and
SG-I, among others. A chapter on each series includes essential production information; a history of
the series; critical commentary; and amusing, often provocative interviews with overall more than
150 of the creators, actors, writers and directors. The book also offers updates on each series'
regular cast members, along with several photographs and a bibliography. Fully indexed.
  actors in weird science: Co-opting Culture Garrick B. Harden, Robert Carley, 2009-06-16
Co-opting Culture: Culture and Power in Sociology and Cultural Studies represents a collection of
new scholarship on culture from the social sciences and from work done under the rubric of 'cultural
studies'. Working from the idea that Sociology and Cultural Studies have developed distinct and
valuable toolkits for understanding culture, the editors have brought together a collection of essays
that address the ways in which the cultures around race, sex, and gender are mediated through or
intersect with politics, society, and economy. Some essays deal directly with the theoretical nature
of this mediation, while others adopt these theoretical approaches to investigate specific cultural
objects or communities. In doing so, these essays call attention to the particularities of form that
constitute a kind of cultural logic around the objects under consideration.
  actors in weird science: Focus On: 100 Most Popular American Science Fiction Films
Wikipedia contributors,
  actors in weird science: The Movie Mom's Guide to Family Movies Nell Minow, 1999 A
parent's guide to movies on video appropriate for children aged two to eighteen reviews more than
five hundred movies for families, including plot descriptions and the issues they explore.
  actors in weird science: Focus On: 100 Most Popular American 3D Films Wikipedia
contributors,
  actors in weird science: You Couldn't Ignore Me If You Tried Susannah Gora, 2011-02-22 You
can quote lines from Sixteen Candles (“Last night at the dancemy little brother paid a buck to see



your underwear”), your iPod playlist includes more than one song by the Psychedelic Furs and
Simple Minds, you watch The Breakfast Club every time it comes on cable, and you still wish that
Andie had ended up with Duckie in Pretty in Pink. You’re a bonafide Brat Pack devotee—and you’re
not alone. The films of the Brat Pack—from Sixteen Candles to Say Anything—are some of the most
watched, bestselling DVDs of all time. The landscape that the Brat Packmemorialized—where
outcasts and prom queens fall in love, preppies and burn-outs become buds, and frosted lip gloss,
skinny ties, and exuberant optimism made us feel invincible—is rich with cultural themes and
significance, and has influenced an entire generation who still believe that life always turns out the
way it is supposed to. You Couldn’t Ignore Me If You Tried takes us back to that era, interviewing
key players, such as Molly Ringwald, Anthony Michael Hall, Ally Sheedy, Judd Nelson, Andrew
McCarthy, and John Cusack, and mines all the material from the movies to the music to the way the
films were made to show how they helped shape our visions for romance, friendship, society, and
success.
  actors in weird science: The Swarm Frank Schatzing, 2009-03-17 Now a CW Original Series
The Der Spiegel number #1 blockbuster bestseller about an intelligent life force that takes over the
oceans and exacts revenge on mankind! Whales begin sinking ships. Toxic eyeless crabs poison Long
Island’s water supply. Around the world, countries are beginning to feel the effects of the ocean’s
revenge. In this riveting novel, full of twists, turns, and cliffhangers, a team of scientists discovers a
strange, intelligent life force called the Yrr that takes form in marine animals in order to wreak
havoc on man for his abuses. The Day After Tomorrow meets The Abyss in his gripping, scientifically
realist, utterly imaginative thriller. With the compellingly creepy and vivid skill of this author to
evoke story, character, and place, Frank Schatzing’s book are certain to find a home with fans of
Michael Crichton.
  actors in weird science: Desperately Seeking Something Susan Seidelman, 2024-06-18 The
funny and insightful first-person story of the trailblazing movie director of the 80s and 90s whose
fearless punk drama, “Smithereens” became the first American indie film to compete at Cannes, and
smash hit Desperately Seeking Susan led to a four-decade career in film. Starting out in the mid-70s,
a time when few women were directing movies, Susan was determined to become a filmmaker. She
longed to tell stories about the unrepresented characters she wanted to see on screen:
unconventional women in unusual circumstances, needing to express themselves and maintain their
autonomy. Her genre-blending films reflect a passion for classic Hollywood storytelling, mixed with a
playful New Wave spirit, informed by her years living in downtown NYC. Seidelman continued to
shape American pop culture well into the nineties, directing the pilot of the iconic TV series “Sex
And The City,” focusing her sharp lens on the changing place of women in American society and
helping to fundamentally reshape our self-image in ways that are still felt today. BOOK DETAILS:
Raised in the safe cocoon of 1960s suburbia, Susan Seidelman wasn’t a misfit, an oddball, or an
outlier. She was a “good-girl” with a little bit of “bad” hidden inside. A restless teenager, she
dreamed of escape and reinvention, a theme that would play out in her films as well as in her own
life. Because she loved stories, a high school guidance counselor suggested she become a librarian,
but she had her sights set further afield. In 1973, she left the Philly suburbs, enrolled at NYU’s
burgeoning graduate film school and moved to NYC’s Lower East Side. There, she found herself in
the right place at the right time. New York City was falling apart, but out of that chaos came a burst
of creative energy whose effects are still felt in American pop culture today. Downtown became a
vibrant playground where film, music, performance and graffiti art cross-pollinated and where
Seidelman chronicled the lives of the colorful misfits, oddballs, dreamers and schemers she met
there. It’s all in DESPERATELY SEEKING SOMETHING. Seidelman not only has a keen perspective
on the times she’s lived through -- from her Twiggy-obsessed girlhood, through the Women’s Lib
movement of the early 70s, the punk scene of the late 70s, Madonna-mania of the 80s, to the
dot-com “greed is good” 90s, and beyond--she tells great stories.
  actors in weird science: Popular Science Monthly , 1922
  actors in weird science: Film Actors Guide Steven A. Lukanic, 1991



  actors in weird science: Historical Dictionary of American Cinema M. Keith Booker,
2021-06-01 One of the most powerful forces in world culture, American cinema has a long and
complex history that stretches through more than a century. This history not only includes a legacy
of hundreds of important films but also the evolution of the film industry itself, which is in many
ways a microcosm of the history of American society. Historical Dictionary of American Cinema,
Second Edition contains a chronology, an introduction, and an extensive bibliography. The dictionary
section has more than 600 cross-referenced entries covering people, films, companies, techniques,
themes, and subgenres that have made American cinema such a vital part of world culture.
  actors in weird science: Alien Vault Ian Nathan, 2019 Alien Vault is the ultimate tribute to a
film that changed cinema forever.
  actors in weird science: Tales from the Cult Film Trenches Louis Paul, 2014-11-29 From
movie villains to scream queens, here are interviews with 36 actors and actresses familiar to fans of
sixties and seventies cult cinema. Interviewees include the well-known (David Carradine,
Christopher Lee), the relatively obscure (Marrie Lee), sex symbols (Valerie Leon), surfers who
became movie stars (Don Stroud), and action heroes (Fred Williamson), among many others. Each
interview is accompanied by a biography and filmography.
  actors in weird science: Smile, You Sonuvabitch! A Brit's Take on Catfights, Serial
Killers and Other Fun Movie Stuff Dave Franklin, From Peckinpah and Schwarzenegger to
Ulzana’s Raid and Switchblade Sisters, Dave Franklin takes a politically incorrect look at the glories
of twentieth century cinema. In this second volume of his Baby Ice Dog Movie Guide, he offers eight
Fucked-Up Films, a bit of tit trauma, ten of the best starring debuts, a few macho idiots, a tribute to
Michael Douglas’ prime, and a glance at the most over the top performances in movie history. Not to
mention eco-horror, the odd catfight and a handful of ridiculous deaths. So grab a beer, settle back
and enjoy…
  actors in weird science: My Life as a Mankiewicz Tom Mankiewicz, Robert Crane,
2012-06-01 The son of famed director and screenwriter Joseph L. Mankiewicz (All About Eve [1950],
Guys and Dolls [1955], Cleopatra [1963]) and the nephew of Citizen Kane screenwriter Herman
Mankiewicz, Tom Mankiewicz was genuine Hollywood royalty. He grew up in Beverly Hills and New
York, spent summers on his dad's film sets, had his first drink with Humphrey Bogart, dined with
Elizabeth Taylor and Richard Burton, went to the theater with Ava Gardner, and traveled the world
writing for Brando, Sinatra, and Connery. Although his family connections led him to show business,
Tom Mank Mankiewicz forged a career of his own, becoming a renowned screenwriter, director, and
producer of acclaimed films and television shows. He wrote screenplays for three James Bond
films—Diamonds Are Forever (1971), Live and Let Die (1973), and The Man with the Golden Gun
(1974)—and made his directorial debut with the hit TV series Hart to Hart (1979–1984). My Life as a
Mankiewicz is a fascinating look at the life of an individual whose creativity and work ethic
established him as a member of the Hollywood writing elite. Mankiewicz details his journey through
the inner world of the television and film industries, beginning with his first job as production
assistant on The Comancheros (1961), starring John Wayne. My Life as a Mankiewicz illuminates his
professional development as a writer and director, detailing his friendships and romantic
relationships with some of Hollywood's biggest stars as well as his struggle with alcohol and drugs.
With the assistance of Robert Crane, Mankiewicz tells a story of personal achievement and offers an
insider's view of the glamorous world of Hollywood during the 1960s, 1970s, and 1980s.
  actors in weird science: What Did the Romans Know? Daryn Lehoux, 2012-03-15 What did the
Romans know about their world? Quite a lot, as Daryn Lehoux makes clear in this fascinating and
much-needed contribution to the history and philosophy of ancient science. Lehoux contends that
even though many of the Romans’ views about the natural world have no place in modern
science—the umbrella-footed monsters and dog-headed people that roamed the earth and the stars
that foretold human destinies—their claims turn out not to be so radically different from our own.
Lehoux draws upon a wide range of sources from what is unquestionably the most prolific period of
ancient science, from the first century BC to the second century AD. He begins with Cicero’s



theologico-philosophical trilogy On the Nature of the Gods, On Divination, and On Fate, illustrating
how Cicero’s engagement with nature is closely related to his concerns in politics, religion, and law.
Lehoux then guides readers through highly technical works by Galen and Ptolemy, as well as the
more philosophically oriented physics and cosmologies of Lucretius, Plutarch, and Seneca, all the
while exploring the complex interrelationships between the objects of scientific inquiry and the
norms, processes, and structures of that inquiry. This includes not only the tools and methods the
Romans used to investigate nature, but also the Romans’ cultural, intellectual, political, and
religious perspectives. Lehoux concludes by sketching a methodology that uses the historical
material he has carefully explained to directly engage the philosophical questions of
incommensurability, realism, and relativism. By situating Roman arguments about the natural world
in their larger philosophical, political, and rhetorical contexts, What Did the Romans Know?
demonstrates that the Romans had sophisticated and novel approaches to nature, approaches that
were empirically rigorous, philosophically rich, and epistemologically complex.
  actors in weird science: 100 Things Blue Jays Fans Should Know & Do Before They Die Steve
Clarke, 2017-04-01 Most Blue Jays fans have taken in a game or two at Rogers Centre, remember
where they were when Joe Carter hit his World Series–winning home run in 1993, and took in every
moment of the Jays' historic 2015 postseason run. But only real fans know who spent two decades as
the team's BJ Birdy mascot, can name the opposing player who was once jailed for hitting a seagull
with a thrown baseball at Exhibition Stadium, or how long it takes to open the Rogers Centre roof.
100 Things Blue Jays Fans Should Know & Do Before They Die stands as the ultimate resource for
true fans of Canada's sole major league baseball team. Author Steve Clarke has collected every
essential piece of Blue Jays knowledge and trivia, as well as must-do activities, and ranks them all,
providing an entertaining and easy-to-follow checklist as readers progress on their way to fan
superstardom. This updated edition includes the Blue Jay's recent success and revival, including the
push to the 2015 American League Championship Series and Josh Donaldson's MVP season.
  actors in weird science: Robert Downey Jr. Ben Falk, 2014-12-08 The Comeback Kid will be
the first biography of Robert Downey Jr. A Detailed and authoritative account of the life, career,
stardom and controversy of Robert Downey JR – one of Hollywood’s most popular, and gifted, actors
of recent times. A behind-the-scenes look on the making of his most famous and infamous movies,
talking to the people closest to him, from actors and directors to those he has encountered during
his trips to the dark side. “I’ve always felt like an outsider in this industry. Because I’m so insane I
guess.” – Robert Downey Jr. Robert Downey Jr’s life isn’t a movie – but it could be. Now one of the
biggest box office stars in the world thanks to Iron Man and Sherlock Holmes, he’s come a long way
since his early days as a rising actor amidst the Brat Pack of the Eighties, as well as stints on
Saturday Night Live and Ally McBeal. His incredible journey has also encompassed prison and drug
addiction – experiences which left him just one bad choice away from death. Funny, definitive and
entertaining, this is the first book that dares to glimpse inside the psyche of a brilliant and complex
icon of our times.
  actors in weird science: The Rough Guide to Film Rough Guides, 2008-05-01 Get the lowdown
on the best fiction ever written. Over 230 of the world’s greatest novels are covered, from Quixote
(1614) to Orhan Pamuk’s Snow (2002), with fascinating information about their plots and their
authors – and suggestions for what to read next. The guide comes complete with recommendations
of the best editions and translations for every genre from the most enticing crime and punishment to
love, sex, heroes and anti-heroes, not to mention all the classics of comedy and satire, horror and
mystery and many other literary genres. With feature boxes on experimental novels, female
novelists, short reviews of interesting film and TV adaptations, and information on how the novel
began, this guide will point you to all the classic literature you’ll ever need.
  actors in weird science: Robert Downey Jr.: Blockbuster Movie Star Stephanie Watson,
2012-01-01 This title examines the fascinating life of Robert Downey Jr. Readers will learn about
Downey's childhood, family, education, rise to fame, his trouble with drugs, and his time in rehab .
Colorful graphics, oversize photos, and informative sidebars accompany easy-to-read, compelling



text that explores how Downey's interest in acting led to leading roles in movies that include The
Pickup Artist, Sherlock Holmes, which earned him a Golden Globe, and Iron Man. Features include a
table of contents, glossary, selected bibliography, Web links, source notes, and an index, plus a
timeline and fun facts. Aligned to Common Core Standards and correlated to state standards.
Essential Library is an imprint of Abdo Publishing, a division of ABDO.
  actors in weird science: Popular Science Monthly and World's Advance , 1922
  actors in weird science: Mainstream Maverick Holly Chard, 2020-09-01 The first scholarly
book on John Hughes examines Hollywood's complex relationship with genre, the role of the auteur
in commercial cinema, and the legacy of favorites such as Sixteen Candles and Ferris Bueller's Day
Off.
  actors in weird science: Diversity in U.S. Mass Media Catherine A. Luther, Naeemah Clark,
Carolyn Ringer Lepre, 2024-04-02 Provides students with clear and up-to-date coverage of the
various areas associated with representations of diversity within the mass media Diversity in U.S.
Mass Media is designed to help undergraduate and graduate students deepen the conversations
around diversity, equity, and inclusion in the media industries. Identifying consistencies and
differences in representations of social identity groups in the United States, this comprehensive
textbook critically examines a wide range of issues surrounding media portrayals of race, ethnicity,
gender, sexual orientation, disability, age, class, and religion. Throughout the text, students are
encouraged to contextualize various issues, place one social group within the framework of others,
and consider how diverse communities inform and intersect with each other. Now in its third edition,
Diversity in U.S. Mass Media addresses ongoing problematic portrayals, highlights recent progress,
presents new research studies and observations, and offers innovative approaches for promoting
positive change across the media landscape. Two entirely new chapters explore the ways
identity-based social movements, Artificial Intelligence (AI), gaming, social media, and social
activism construct, challenge, and defend representations of different groups. Updated references
and new examples of social group depictions in streaming services and digital media are
accompanied by expanded discussion of intersectionality, social activism, creating inclusive learning
and working environments, media depictions of mixed-race individuals and couples, and more.
Offering fresh insights into the contemporary issues surrounding depictions of social groups in films,
television, and the press, Diversity in U.S. Mass Media: Examines the historical evolution and
current media depictions of American Indians, African Americans, Latino/Hispanic Americans, Arab
Americans, and Asian Americans Helps prepare students in Journalism and Mass Communication
programs to work in diverse teams Covers the theoretical foundations of research in mass media
representations, including social comparison theory and feminist theory Contains a wealth of
real-world examples illustrating the concepts and perspectives discussed in each chapter Includes
access to an instructor's website with a test bank, viewing list, exercises, sample syllabi, and other
useful pedagogical tools Diversity in U.S. Mass Media, Third Edition, remains an ideal textbook for
upper-level undergraduate and graduate courses in Media Communication, Film and Television
Studies, Journalism, American Studies, Entertainment and Media Research, and Diversity, Equity,
and Inclusion (DEI).
  actors in weird science: Richard Matheson's Monsters June M. Pulliam, Anthony J. Fonseca,
2016-02-02 Richard Matheson was one of the leading writers of science fiction, fantasy, and horror
in the twentieth century. Matheson’s most famous early works, the novels I Am Legend (1954) and
The Shrinking Man (1956), both depict traditionally masculine figures thrust into extraordinary
situations. Other thought-provoking novels, including Hell House (1971), Bid Time Return (1975),
and What Dreams May Come (1978)—as well as short stories and screenplays—convey the
ambiguous status of masculinity: how men should behave vis-à-vis women and what role they should
occupy in the family dynamic and in society at large. In Richard Matheson’s Monsters: Gender in the
Stories, Scripts, Novels and Twilight Zone Episodes, June M. Pulliam and Anthony J. Fonseca
examine how this groundbreaking author’s writings shed light on society’s ever-shifting attitudes on
masculinity and domesticity. In this first full-length critical study of Matheson’s entire literary



output, the authors discuss how I Am Legend, The Shrinking Man, and other works question
traditional male roles. The authors examine how Matheson’s scripts for The Twilight Zone
represented changing expectations in male behavior with the onset of the sexual and feminist
revolutions, industrialization and globalization, and other issues. In a society where gender roles are
questioned every day, Matheson’s work is more relevant than ever. Richard Matheson’s Monsters
will be of interest to scholars of literature, film, and television, as well those interested in gender
and masculinity studies.
  actors in weird science: Screening Generation X Christina Lee, 2016-04-01 Screening
Generation X: The Politics and Popular Memory of Youth in Contemporary Cinema examines popular
representations of Generation X in American and British film. In arguing that the various
constructions of youth are marked by major cultural shifts and societal inequalities, it analyzes the
iconic 'Gen X' figures ranging from the slacker, the teenage time traveller, and third wave feminists,
to the oeuvre of Molly Ringwald and Richard Linklater. This book explores the important cultural
work performed by films that mediate the experiences of Generation X and critiques the ongoing
marginalization of the youth who struggle to find their identity and a voice in increasingly unstable
times. Specific analyses of such films as Pump Up the Volume, The Breakfast Club, Heathers, Donnie
Darko and Waking Life are used to illustrate the research.
  actors in weird science: Notable Americans of Czechoslovak Ancestry in Arts and
Letters and in Education Miloslav Rechcigl Jr., 2021-11-02 As pointed out in my last two
publications, no comprehensive study has been undertaken about the American Learned Men and
Women with Czechoslovak roots. The aim of this work is to correct this glaring deficiency, with the
focus on immigration from the period of mass migration and beyond, irrespective whether they were
born in their European ancestral homes or whether they have descended from them. Whereas in the
two mentioned monographs, the emphasis has been on scholars and social and natural scientists;
and men and women in medicine, applied sciences and engineering, respectively, the present
compendium deals with notable Americans of Czechoslovak ancestry in arts and letters, and in
education. With respect to women, although most professional fields were closed to them through
much of the nineteenth century, the area of arts and letters was opened to them, as noted earlier
and as this compendium authenticates.
  actors in weird science: The New Biographical Dictionary of Film David Thomson, 2010
Thomson (independent scholar), writing of The Biographical Dictionary of Film (aka A Biographical
Dictionary of the Cinema, 1975 edition), described it as a personal, opinionated, and obsessive
biographical dictionary of the cinema. Thirty-five years and several editions later, that description
still holds true of this expanded work. The new dictionary summarizes salient facts about its
subjects' lives and discusses their film credits in terms of the quality of the filmmakers' work. In
ambition it has competitors, including Leslie Halliwell's various editions of Halliwell's Filmgoers
Companion (12th ed., 1997) and Halliwell's Who's Who in the Movies, edited by John Walker (4th
ed., rev. and updated, 2006), which cover films and technical terms (categories not included in
Thomson's), but whose entries are neutral and exceedingly brief. Additionally, Francophile Richard
Roud's edited Cinema: A Critical Dictionary: The Major Filmmakers (2 v., 1980) is as passionate a
work as Thomson's, but narrower in scope, with entries written by various experts, rather than only
by Roud. Finally, the multivolume magnum opus The International Dictionary of Films and
Filmmakers (4th ed., 2000, ed. by T. Pendergast and S. Pendergast; 2nd ed., ed. by N. Thomas, v. 1,
CH, May'91; 1st ed., ed. by C. Lyon, v.1-2, CH, Jan'85, v.3, CH, Apr'87, v.4-5, CH, Jun'88) covers
everything--films, directors, actors, writers, and production artists--with generous, measured,
scholarly entries and lavish illustrations. However, it looms large and heavy, unlike the handy
one-volume work by Thomson. Arguably, Thomson's work, for its scope, is the most fun, the most
convenient, and the most engaging title. All libraries supporting people interested in film should buy
it. It will get lots of use and provide very good value for the money. Summing Up: Highly
recommended. Lower-level undergraduates and above; general readers. General Readers;
Lower-division Undergraduates; Upper-division Undergraduates; Graduate Students;



Researchers/Faculty; Professionals/Practitioners. Reviewed by C. Hendershott.
  actors in weird science: Motion Picture Almanac , 2007
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